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GLOSSARY. 

Descriptive terms which occur with place names, and the abbreviations used:-~ 

ABU = Father KHAN = Inn. 
AIN = Spring. KHURBET (abbreviation Kn.) = Ruin. 
BEIT = House MAKHADET = Ford. 
BIRKET = Pool. 
Brn ~ Wcll. 
DEIR = Monastery. 
EP, Ef., ER, ES , EZ = The definite article" THE". 

JEBEL = Mountain 
JISR = Bridge. 
KE.FR = Village. 

NAHR = River. 
NEBY = A Prophet. 
RAs = Head, ea pe. top. 
SHEIKH (abbreviation Sa.) = Chief, elder, saint,. 
TEL = Mound (especially one covering ruins). 
Wanr = _-\.watercourse (normally dry}. 



PREFACE. 

This R3cord of the recent activities of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force to the East of the Snez 
Canal has been prepared in order tilat members of that Force may be able to take home with them an 
acceptable account of the great a<l.vance in whirh they played a part. Advantage haq been t aken 
of many official documents which are available an.l of the exp~rience of officers still at General 
Head'lLlart.ers in charge of the Department.• with the work of which they were familiar during the 
operations. Thus it ha• been possible to compile the Record while the events which it details are fresh 
ill the memory. 

Tilanks are dLte to the following officers for their kindness in supplying accounts of the work of 
their respective departments, or information concerning the same:

Major-Gen. H. B. H. 'VRtORT, C.B., C.M.G., R.E. (Royal Engineers). 
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Lieut.-Col. H. C. B. WEMYSS, D.S.O., M.C., R.E (Signals). 
Lieut.-Col. G. E. BADCOCK, D.S.O., R.A.S.C., and Lieut.-Col. J. H. MORRIS, D.S.O .. R.A.S.U. (R.A.S.C. Personnel 

and llPcha.nical Transport). 
Majur A. W. DOBBIN, R.A (Anti-Aircraft Section). 

l\f1-1jor W. J . .iHAULE, D.S.O. (Survey). 

Major G. F. BIRD M.C., R.A.~l G. (ltedica.l Services). 
llbjvr R. C. HADDON (Camel and Donkey Tra.n.sport). 
MajCJr R. l\1. Drx, R.A.S.C. (Na\"Y aud Army Canteen Bonrd). 
Capt. J. Me G. GLEN, M.C., R.A.F. (Royal Air Fo•·ce). 

Thanks are also due to the following officers for their collaboration and advice in the preparation 

of the text which acrompanies the Maps and of t'te various chronological summaries :

.Major-Gen. Sir V. B. }i'ANE, K.C.l.E., C.B. 
Major-Gen. Sir L. J. BoL,, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., D.S.O. 
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PREFACE. 

Great assistance in the work of editing and of preparing the Record for the press has been given 
bv Capt. L. M. GoTCH and Lieut. W. R.. KAY. The former compiled the maps which form so 
i~lportant and interesting a feature of the Record, and acted in conjunction with "The Palestine 
News" and the Egyptian Government departments concerned in producing the Record. 

The Director-General of the Survey of Egypt, Mr. E. M. DowsoN, C.B.E., and the Acting Controller 
of Printing for the Government of Egypt, Mr. W. H. CROSTHWAlTE, O.B.E., 1mdertook the reproduction 
of the maps and the printing; and the following officials of the Survey of Egypt were actively concerned 

in the production of the maps :-

Mr. J. H. W. RoWNTREE. 

Mr. H. C. ALLEN, Superintendent of the Printing Office. 
Mr. G. DouGLAS, M.B.E., Superintendent of the Photo Process Office. 
Mr. W. LoGAN, Superintendent of the Geographical Drawing Officn. 
Mr. G. AITKEN, of the Geographical Drawing Office. 

Mr. G. B. NEWTON, Technical Assistant to the Controller of Printing, acting as Official in charge 
of the Military Printing Section at the Government Press, was responsible for the printing of the 
letterpress, and gave much valuable advice. 

Lieut. P. S. TAYLOR, Deputy Director of "The Palestine News'" was responsible for the work in 
connection with the distribution of the Record. · 

Without the generous assigtance and advice of these officers and officials, this Record of the Advance 
of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force "under General ALLENBY could have been neitller compiled nor 
published; and it is hoped that it will fill the gap so far as the history of the campaign in P:tlestine and 
Syria is concerned until the appearance of the Official History of the War. 

The Pales!ine News, 

G.H.Q., E.E.Ji'. 

February, 1.919. 

H. PIR.IE-GORDON, Lieut.-Colonel, 

Military Editor, 
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THE ADVANCE OF THE 
EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE. 

The following Despatches, sent by GENERAL SIR EDMUND H. H. ALLENBY, G.C.B.,G.C.M.G., 

to the SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR, are republished from The Lohdon Gazette. 

MY LORD-

General Headquarters, 
Egyptian Expeditionary Force, 

December 76, 1917. 

. I have the honour to submit a report on the operations of the Force serving in Egypt and Palestine 
smce June 28, 1917, the date on whwh I assllllled command. · 

1. ~en I .took o':er the command of the E~:rptia~ Ex:J?editionary Force at the.end of June, 1917, 
I had rece1ved mstr':'ctwns to report on the cond1t1~ns m whwh offensive operations against the Turkish 
Army on the Palestme front m1ght be undertaken m the autumn or •.vinter of 1917. 

After visiting the front and consulting with the Commander of the Eastern Force * I submitted 
my appreciation and proposals in a telegram dispatched in the second week of July. ' 

2. The main features of the situation on the Palestine front were then as follows :-
The Turkish Army in Southern Palestine held a strong position extending from the sea at Gaza, 

roughly along the main Gaza--Beersheba Road to Beersheba. Gaza had been made into a strong modern 
fortress, heavily entrenched and wired, offering every facility for protracted defence. The remainder 
of the en.emy's line consisted of a series of strong localities, viz. : the Sihan group of works, the Atawineh 
group, the Baha group, the Abu Hareira-Arab el Teeaha trench system, and, finally, the works cover
ing Beersheba. These groups of works were generally from 1,500 to 2,000 yards apart, except that the 
distance from the Hareira group to Beersheba was about four and a half miles. 

The enemy's force was on a wide front, the distance from Gaza to Beersheba being about thirty 
miles ; but his lateral communications were good, and any threatened point of the line could be very 
quickly reinforced. (See PLATE 3.) 

My force was extended on a front of twenty-two miles, from the sea, opposite Gaza, to Gamli. 
Owing to lack of water I was unable, without preparations which would require some considerable 

time, to approach within striking distance of the enemy, except in the small sector near the sea coast 
opposite Gaza. 

3. My proposals received the approval of the War Cabinet, and preparations were undertaken to 
enable the plan I had formed to be put into execution. 

I had decided to strike the main blow against the left flank of the main Turkish position, Hareira 
a11d Sheria. The capture of Beersheba was a necessary preliminary to this operation, in order to secure 
the water supplies at that place and to give room for the deployment of the attackmg force on the ~1gb 
ground to the north and north-west of Beersheba, from which direction I intended to attack the Hare•ra
Sheria line. 

This front of attack was chosen for the following reasons. The enemy's worb in this sector we~e 
le~s formidable than elsewhere, and they were easier of approach than other _parts of the enemy s 
defences. When Beersheba was in our hands we should have an open flank agamst whwh to operate, 
and I could make full use of our superiority in mounted troope ; and a s~ccess here offe~ed prospects of 
pursuing our advantage and forcing the enemy to abandon the rest of h•• fortJiied poe1twns, whwh no 
other line of attack would afford. . 

It was important, in order to keep the enemy in doubt up to the laet moment as to the re~! pmnt 
of attack, that an attack should also be made on the enemy's right at Gaza in conJunCtiOn With . the 
main operation.. One of my Commanders was therefore ordered to prepare a scheme for o_peratwn~ 
against Gaza on as large a ecale a• the force at his disposal would permit. I also asked the Semor Nava 
Officer Egvpt Rear-Admiral T. Jackson, C.B., M.V.O., to afford me naval co-operation by bombar~mg 
the G;za defe~ces and the enemy's railway stations and depots north of Gaza. Rear-Adnurah Ja1 so~ 
afforded me cordial assistance, and during the period of preparation Naval Officers worked .m t e 0 o~es 
co-operation with my staff atGeneralHeadquarter•and the staff of the G.O.C. troopsoperatmgmthatr~~ 

• Mu.jor. General (temporary Lieut.-G~ueral) Sir Philip Cbt:\':odc, Et., K.C.M.G., C B.,~D.S.O. 
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-!. The difficulties to be overcome in the operat,ion~ against Beersheba and the Sheria-Har~ira lino 
were considentble, and careful preparation• and trarnmg were necessary. The clllcf dtfficultJes were 
those of water and transport, and arrangement.o had to be made to ens.ure that the troops could be k~pt 
su ,]ied with water while operating at conoiderable distances from then ongmal water base for a p~nod 
w~~h mi~ht amonnt to a week or more; for, though it was known that an ample supply of water eXJetcd 
et Bcergh';,ba, it was uncertain how quickly it .could be developed or to what extent the enemy would 
have damaged the wells before we succeeded m occupymg the town. Except at Beetsheba, no large 
supply· of 1~o.ter would be fonnd till Sh eri~ and Hare1ra had been captured. . 

The traneport problem was no leos d1flicult ; there were no good roads south of the line Gaza
Beersheha, and no reliance could therefore be placed on the use of 1:notor transport. Owmg to the steep 
ban1.-s of many of the wad is which intersected the area of operatwns, the routes passable by wheeled 
transport were limited, and the going was heavy and dtfficult m many places. Practwally the wh_ole 
of the transport aveilable in the force, including 30,000 pack camels, had to be allo_tted to o'l:e portiOn 
of the eastern force to enable it to be kept supplied with food, water, and ammumtwn at a d1stance of 
fifteen to twenty-one miles in advance of railhead. Arrangements were also ~ade for rmlhead to be 
pushed forward ae rapidly as posoible towards Karm, and for a hue to be la1d from Gamh towards 
Beersheba for the transport of ammnnition. 

,\. railwav line was also laid from Deir el Belah to the Wadi Ghuzze, close behind the sector held 
by a~other portion of the eastern force. . . . . 

Considerable strain was thrown on the nuhtary ra1lway from Kantara to the front dunng the 
period of preparation. In addition to the normal requirements of the force, a number of siege and heavy 
batteries, besides other artillery and nnits, had to he moved to the front, and large depots of eupphes, 
ammnnit ion and other stores accumulated at the various railheads. Preparations had also to 
be made and the necessary material accuamlated to push forward the lines from Deir el Belah and 
Shellal. 

5. During the period from July to Oct. the enemy's force on the Palestine front had been 
increased. It was evident, from the arrival of these reinforcements and the construction of railwav 
extensions from El Tine, on the Ramleh-Beersheba railway, to Deir Sineid and Beit Hanun, north of 
Gaza, and from Deir Sineid to Huj , and from reports of the transport of large supplies of ammnnition 
and other stores to the Palestine front, that the enemy was determined to make every effort to main
tain his position on the Gaza-Beersheba line. He had considerably strengthened his defences on this 
line, and the strong localities mentioned in paragraph 2 had, by the end of Oct., been joined up to 
form a practically continuous line from the sea to a point south of Sheria, except for a gap between 
Ali Muntar and the Sihan Group. The defensive works ronnd Beersheba remained a detached system 
but had been improved and extended. ' 

6. The date of the attack on Beersheba, which was to commence the operations, was fixed 
as Od. 31. Work had been begun on the railway from Shellal towards Karm, and on the line from 
~amh to El Buggar. The development _of water at Esani, Khalasa, and Asluj proceeded satisfactorily. 
'Ihese last two places were to be the startmg pomt for the monnted force detailed to make a wide flanking 
movement and attack Beersheba from the east and north-east. 

. On the morning of Oct. ~7 the Turks made a strong reconnaissance towards Karm from the 
dtrectwn of Kauwukah, two regunents of cavalry and two _or three thousand infantry, with gnns, being 
employed. They attacked a line of outposts near El Grrhe1r, held by some Yeomanry, covering railway 
constructiOn. One small post was rushed and cut up, but not before inflicting heavy loss on the enemy ; 
another post , though surrounded, held out all day, and also caused the enemy heavy loes. The aallant 
resistance made by th~ Yeomanry enabled the 53rd (Welsh) Division to come up in time, and o~ their 
advance the Turks Withdrew. 
R The bombardment of the Gaza defenc.es commenced on Oct. 27, and on Oct. 30 warships of the 

oyal Navy ass1sted by a French battleship, began co-operating in this bombardment. 

Capture of Beersheba, Oct. 31. 

Beer~h ~n the evening of Oct. 30 the portion of the eastern force, which was to make the attack on 
e a, w~s concentrated m pos1twns of readiness for the night march to its positions of deployment. 

their 8~PTP~!n~1gdht m_atrch to the P?sitions of deployment was successfully carried out all nnits reach ill" 
e post wns up to tiille. ' " 

divllifo~~ plan ;as :o attack the hostile works between the Khalasa road and the Wadi Saba with two 
while a po~t~~n1~1 tt: ~~~~s(~tJ~)~th~ Wa~i S~ba with the Imperial Camel Corps and some infantrv, 
the attack was covered b e s lr I VISIOn urt er north covered the left of the corps. The right of 
the southern defences of YB:e~:{e~!. regiillent. Further east, monnted troops took up a line oppo>ite 
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As a p~elimina_ry to the mai~ attack, in order to enable field guns to be brought within effective 
range for wue-cutt1~g, the enemy s advanced ':orks at 1,070 were to be taken. This was successfull 
accomph~hed at 8.4o a.m., after a short prehmmary bombardment, by London troops, with small Ios?, 
nmety pnsoners bemg taken. The cuttmg of the Wire on the main line then proceeded satisfacto '] 
though pauses had to be made to allow the dust to clear· and the final assault was orde d n/, 
12.15 p.m. It was successful all along the front attacked, a~d by about 1 p.m. the whole of th~ework~ 
between the Khalasa road and the Wadi 8aba were in our hands. 
. Some delay occurred in ascertaining whether the enemy still occupied the works north of the road ; 
1t was deCided, as they were st1ll held by small parties, to attack them from the south. After a pre
limmary bomba~dment the works. we~e occupied with little opposition by about 7.30 p.m . 

. The casualt1es were hght, cons1dermg the st~ength of the works attacked ; a large proportion occurred 
durmg the advance towards the pos1t10ns prev10us to the assault, the hostile guns being very accurate 
and very difficult to locate. 

Meanwhile, the mounted troops, after a night march, f~r part of the force of t;.enty-five and for the 
remamder of thirty-five 1mles, amved early m the mornm" of the 31st about Khasim Zanna in the 
hills some five miles east of Beersheba. From the hills the" advance into Beersheba from the ;ast and 
north-east lies over an open and almost fiat plain, commanded by the rising ground north of the town 
and flanked by an tmder feature in the Wadi Saba called Tel el Saba. 

A force was sent north to seeme Bir es Sakaty, on the Hebron road, and protect the right flank ; 
this force met with some opposition, and was engaged with hostile cavalry at Bir es Sakaty and to the 
north dming the day. Tel el Saba was found strongly held by the enemy, and was not captured till 
1ate in the afternoon. 

1\'leanwhile, attempts to advance in small parties across the plain towards the town made slow 
progress. In the evening, however, a mounted attack by Australian Light Horse, who rode straight 
at the town from the east, proved completely successful. They galloped over two deep trenches held 
by the enemy just outside the town, and entered the town at about 7 p.m., capturing numerous prisoners. 

The Tmks at Beersheba were undoubtedly taken completely by surprise, a surprise from which the 
dash of London troops and Yeomanry, finely supported by their artillery, never gave them time to 
recover. The charge of the Australian Light Horse completed their defeat. 

A very strong position was thus taken with slight loss,.and the Turkish detachment at Beersheba 
ahnost completely put out of action. About 2,000 prisoners and thirteen guns were taken, and so~e 
500 Turkish corpses were buried on the battlefield. This success laid open the left flank of the mam 
Turkish position for a decisive blow. (See PUTE 5.) 

The Attack on Gaza. 

9. The actual date of the attack at Gaza had been left open till the result of the attack at Beersheba 
was known, as it was intended that the fom1er attack, which was designed to draw host1le reser¥es 
towards the Gaza sector, should take place twenty-four to forty-eight hours previous to the attack on 
the Sheria position. After the complete success of the Beersheba operatw~s, and as the earl;: reports 
indicated that an ample supply of water would be ava1lable at that place, 1t was hoped that 1t would 
be possible to attack Sheria by Nov. 3 or 4. The attack on Gaza was ~cco~dmgly ordered to take 
place on the morning oi Nov. 2. Later reports showed that the water s1tuat10n was less favourable 
than had been hoped, but it was decided not to postpone the attack. . 

The objectives of this attack were the hostile works from Umbrella H1ll (2,000 yards south-west of 
the town) to Sheikh Hasan, on the sea (about 2,500 yards north~we~t of the town). The front of the 
attack was about 6,000 yards, and Sheikh Hasan, the furthest.obJeCtJve, was over 8,000 :yards from our 
front line. The ground over which the attack took place cons1sted of san~ dunes, nsmg ~ places up tl 
150 feet in height. This sand is very deep and heavy going. The enemy s defences cons1sted of severa 
lines of stron"IY built trenches and redoubts. . d 'd d t 

As Umb~e'rla Hill flanked the advance against the Turkish works further west, 1t was em e 0 

. . . . I f h · to the main attack. It was capture 1t by a prehmmary operatwn, to take p ace our ours previOUS . f h 52 d (L land) 
accordingly attacked, and captnred at 11 p.m. on Nov. 1 bya .Portwn ° t e n . so":vhich 
Division. This attack drew a heavy bombardment on 'l!mbrella Hlllttself an~ our front !me to form 
lasted for two hours, but ceased in time to allow the mam attack, whwh was tllled for 3 a.m., 
up without interference. . d' t b ed between 

It had been decided to make the attack before daylight owmg to the !stance o e cover 
our front trenches and the enemy's position. . . . f trench on the left and 

The attack was successful in reaching all obJectives, except for a sectwn o taken and many 
I b. · · th t F hundred and fifty pnsoners were some of the fina o JeCtlves m e cen re. . our . . b b rdment and subsequent 

Turks killed. The enemy also suffered heaVIlY. £:~m the fa~ehm':ar~az~~e:tor was' withdrawn after 
reports from prisoners stated that one of the diVISIOns ho mg t e 
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losina thirt -three per cent of its effect.ives, one of the divisi_ons i'_l general_ reserve_ being drawn into 
the Gaza s!ctor to replace it. The attack thus succeeded m 1ts pnmary ob)ect, whiCh was to prevent 
anv units being drawn from the Gaza defences to meet _the th;eat to the Turkish left flank, and to ~aw 
· t G a s Jar"C a proportion as posstble of the avatlable furk1 sh reserves. Further, the capture of 
~h~iJd,"~a~an 8 ,;'a the south-western defences constituted a very distinct threat to the whole of the Gaza 

osition, which could be de,·eloped on any sign of. a withdrawal _on the p~rt of the enemy. (See PL_ATE 7 .) 
p Our losses, though considerable, were not m any way disproportwnate to the results obtamed. 

Advance from Beersheba. 

10. Meanwhile on our right flank the water and transport difficulties were found to be great~r than 
anticipated, and the preparations for the second phase of the attack were somewhat delayed m con-
sequence. · .. _ . . 

On the early morning of Nov. 1 the 53rd (Welsh) DlVlslOn, mth _the lmpenal Camel Corps 
on its riaht had moved out into the hills north of Beersheba, With the obJect of securmg the flank of 
the atta.?k ;n Sheria. M01mtecl troops were also sent north along the Hebron Road to secure Dhaheriyeh 
if possible, as it was hoped that a good supply of water would be foun~ in this ,arc~, and that a motor 
road which the Turks were reported to have constructed from Dhahenyeh to Shena could be secured 
for our use. 

The 53rcl (Welsh) Division, after a long march, took up a position from Towal Abu Jerwal (six 
miles north of Beersheba) to Muweileh (four miles north-east of Abu lrgeig). Irish troops occupied Abu 
Irgeig the same clay. 

On Nov. 3 we advanced north on A in Kohleh and Tel Khuweilfeh, near which place the mounted 
troops bad engaged considerable enemy forces on the previous day. This advance was strongly opposed, 
but was pushed on through difficult hill country to within a short distance of Ain Kohleh and Khuweilfeh. 
At these places the enemy was found holding a strong position with considerable and increasing forces. 
He was obviously detennined not only to bar any further progress in this direction, but, if possible, to 
drive our flankguarcl back on Beersbeba. During the 4th and 5th he made several determined attacks 
on tl>e mounted troops. These attacks v.tere repulsed. 

By the evening of Nov. 5 the 19th Turkish Division, the remains of the 27th and certain units 
of the 16th Division bad been identified in the fighting round Tel el KhuweilfPh, and it was also fairly 
clear that the greater part of the hostile cavalry, supported apparently by some infantry ("depot" 
troops) from Hebron, were engaged between Khuweilfeh and the Hebron Road. 

Enemy's Counter-Stroke Defeated. 

The action of the enemy in thus employing the whole of his available reserves in an in1mediate 
counter-stroke so far to the east was apparently a bold effort to induce me to make essential alterations 
m my offensive plan, thereby gaining time and disorganizing my arrangements. The country north of 
Beersheba was exceeclmgly_ rough and hilly, a'.'-cl very little water was to be found there. Had the enemy 
~ucceeded m clra~mg constcle7able forces agamst hnn m that area the result might easily have been an 
mclecJSJve fight (tor the terram was very suitable to his methods of defence) and my own main striking 
force would ~robably have been_ ma~e too weak effec~ively to b~eak the enemy's centre in the neigh
bourhood of Shena Harmra. Tbts m1ght have resulted m our gammg Beersheba, but failing to do more
m wbJCb ~ase Beersheba would only have been an incubus of a most inconvenient kind. However 

hthe enemy s ~ctwn was not allowed to make any essential modification to the original plan, which it 
ad been decided to carry out at dawn on ~< ov. 6. 
• By the evening of Nov. 5, ~11 preparations had been made to attack the Kauwnkah and Rushdi 
syste~ns and to make every _effort to reach Sheria before nightfall. 
the he mounted troops were to be prepared m the event of a success by the main force to collect, as 
T { rn som~t:at Widely scattered owmg to water difficulties, and push north in pursuit of the enemv 
t;e 1:ne T u1we11 Keh wa~lftohbRe _attacked at dawn on the 6th, and the troops were to endeavour to reach 

e e uwe1 e - I]m el Dhtb. 

Assault on Kauwukah and Rushdi. 

ll. At dawn on the 6th the atta k' f h d 1 · · Kauwukab system of trenches Tb \;n1 orce a ta <en up positiOns of readiness to the S.E. of the 
forming the extreme left of tha'enem e,a cl afc' was to be commenced by an assault on the group of works 
capturinN the line of detached J s ~- ehtsltve system, followed by an advance clue west up the railway, 

o war s w iC ay cast of the railway. During this attack London a.lld 



Nov. 7-8, 1917. EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 
6 

Irish troops were to advance towards the Kauwukah svstem bringing forward the;• t 'th' · 
tt. Th · • u guns o wt m wtre· 

cu mg range. ey were to assault the south-eastern face of the Kauwukah system as soon as the 
bombardment had proved effedive, and thence take the remainder of the system in enfilade. 

The at:tack progressed raptclly, the Y eomanr.>. storming the works on the enemy's extreme left with 
great clash ~ and soot~ after n?on th_e London and Irtsh troops commenced their attack. It was complete! 
s.ucce8"ful m capturmg all tts obJecttves, and the whole of the Rushdi system in addition. Sheri~ 
l:ltatto~ was also captured before dark. The Yeomanry reached the line of the Wadi Sheria to Wadi 
pnwn, and the troops on the left were close to Hareua Redoubts, which was still occupied by the enem . 
This attack was a fine performance, the troops advancmg eight or ntnc miles during the day and capturi.t;~ 
a senes of Ycry strong works covermg a front of .about seven miles, the greater part of ;vhich had bee~ 
held and strenp:thened by the enemy for over SlX months. Some 600 prisoners were taken and some 
guns and machme gnns captured. Our casualties wer_e comparatively slight. The greatest opposition 
'~as encomttered by the I eomanry m the early mornm~;, the works covering the left of the enem 's 
line bcmg strong and stubbornly defended. y 

Dming the afternoon, as soon as it was seen that the attack had succeeded mounted troops were 
ordered to take up the pursuit and to occupy Huj and J emmamah. ' 

The 5~rd (Welsh) Division had again had very severe fighting on the 6th. Their attack at dawn 
on Tel el Khuwetlfeh was successful, an~, though ~hey were driven off a hill by a connter-attack, they 
retook It and captured another htll, wh10h much nnproved thetr posttton. The Turkish losses in this 
area were very heavy indeed, and the stnbbor~ fighting of the 53rd (Welsh) Division, Imperial Camel 
Corps, and part of the monnted troops dtmng Nov. 2 to 6 drew in and exhausted the Turkish 
reserves and paved the way for the success of the attack on Sheria. The 53rcl (Welsh) Division took 
several hundred prisoners and some guns during this fighting. (See PLATE 8.) 

The Fall of Gaza, Nov. 7. 

12. The bombardment of Gaza had meanwhile continued, and another attack was ordered to take 
place on the night of the 6th- 7th. 

The objectives were, on the right, Ontpost Hill and Middlesex Hill (to be attacked at 11.30 p.m. 
on the 6th), and on the left the line Belah Trench-Tnrtle Hill (to be attacked at dawn on the 7th). 

During the 6th a certain amount of movement on the roads north of Gaza was observed by our air
men and fired on by our heavy artillery, but nothing indicating a general retirement from Gaza. 

The attack on Outpost Hill and Middlesex Hill met with little opposition, and as soon, after they 
had been taken, as patrols could be pushed forward, the enemy was fonnd to be gone. East Anglian 
troops on the left also fonnd at dawn that the enemy had retired during the night, and early in the morn
ing the main force occupied the northern and eastern defences of Gaza. Rearguards were still occupying 
Beit Hannn and the Atawineh and Tank systems, from whence Turkish artillery continued to fire on 
Gaza and Ali Mnntar till dusk. 

As soon as it was seen that the Turks had evacuated Gaza a part of the force pushed along the coast 
to the mouth of the Wadi Hesi, so as to tllrll the Wadi Hesi line and prevent the enemy making any 
stand there. Cavalry had already puehecl on ronnel the north of Gaza, and became engaged with an 
enemy rear,uarcl at Beit Hannn, which maintained its position till nightfall. The force advancing along 
the coast r~ached the Wadi Hesi by evening, and succeeded in establishmg itself on the north bank in 
the face of considerable opposition, a Turkish rearguard making several determined eonnter-attacks. 

On our extreme right the situation remamed practically nnchanged during the 7th; the enemy
made no further attempt to connter·attack, but maintained his positions opposite our right flank guard. 

In the centre the Hareira Tepe Redoubt was captured at dawn ; some pnsoners and gnns were taken. 
The London troops, after a severe engagement at Tel el Sheria, which they captured by a bayonet charge 
at 4 a.m., on the 7th, subsequently repulsing several connter·attacks, pushed forward then hue about 
a mile to the the north of Tel el Sheria ; the monnted troops on the rigbt moved towards J emmamah and 
Huj, but met with considerable opposition from hostile rearguards. (See PLATE 9.) 

Charge of the Yeomanry at Huj, Nov. 8. 

13. During the 8th the advance was continned, and interest was chiefly centred in an attempt to 
cut off, if possible, the Tmkish rearguard which had held the Tank and Atawineh systems.. The enemy 
had however retreated durina the night 7th-8th, and though constclerable captures ~{ pnsoners, guns, 
am~nnition ~nd other stores 0were made durin" the day, chiefly in the vicintty of HuJ, no large formed 
body of th; enemy was cut off. The Turkish reargnards fought stubbornly and offered cm~stcle.rable 
opposition. Near Huj a fine char"e by some squadrons of the Worcester and Warww_k Yeomamy 
captnred twelve gnns, and broke th.:' resistance of a hostile rearguard. It soon became obv10us from the 
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· c who throu~hont the 7th and 8th attacked the retreating columns 
reports of the Royal !lymg ;rps, d from other evidence, that the enemy was retiring in cons1dernble 
with bombs and machme-gnn re, an serious resistance if pressed with determination. (See Pr~ATE 10.) 
disorganiz&tion, nllll could ofl1er nl 0 • veryd th, mornin" of the 9th to the mounted troops, directing them 

I t t on• were accorl tll" v tssne on " ~ b t d 
h n~:c~l Tine-Beit Duras~ with orders to press the enemy relentl_essly. They were to e suppor e 

on t e . f th force which was ordered to push forward to Jnhs and Me]del. . 
by a portiOn o o e osite ~ur ri"ht flank guard had commenced to retrel.lt towards_Hebron on the mornmg 
f hT~~leneltv Pfs pursued f~r a short distance by the Yeomanry, and some pnsoners and camels were 

0 tt e d'·b t :h:·Yeomanry were then recalled to rejoin the main body of the mounted troops for the 
cap ure , u . ' · b cl -

re im ortant task of the pursmt of the enemy s roam o ) . . . • 
mo Bv ~e 9th, therefQre, operations had reached the stage _of a dtrect pursmt by as many troop •. as 
could ·be su plied so far in front of railhead. The problem, _m fact, became one of supply rather than 
manoeuvre. p The question of water and forage was a very difficult one. Even where :vater was found 
· fficient quantities it was usually in wells and not on the surface, and conseqnentlJ if the machmery 
~:~orking the \veils '-:as dama~ed, or a sufficient supply of troughs was not available, the process of 
watering a large quantity of ammals was slow and difficult. 

Increased Turkish Resistance. 

14. On the evening of Nov. 9 there were indications that the e~emy was ~rganizing a counter
attack towards Arak el Menshiye by all avmlable untts of the force whiCh had retrred towar~s Hebron, 
with the object of taking pressure off the main force, which was retiring along the coastal plam. It was 
obvious that the Hebron force, which was believed to be short of transport a~d amm~ttion, to have lo~t 
heavily and to be in a generally disorganized state, could make no effective _dtverswn, and that th!s 
threat could practically be ciisregarded. Other informatwn showed the senousness of the enemy s 
losses and the disorganization of his forces. (See PLA~E 11.) . . 

Orders were accordingly issued to press the pursmt and to reach the Junctwn Statwn as early as 
possible, thus cutting off the Jerusalem Army, while the lmpenal Camel Corps was ordered to mov:e to the 
neiahbourhood of Tel el Nejile, where it would be on the flank of any counter-stroke from the hills. 

"Operations on the 1Oth and 11th showed a stiflening of the enemy's resi_stance ?n the general line of 
the Wadi Sukereir with centre about El Kustineh; the Hebron group, after an meffect1ve demonstratwn m 
the direction of ~ak elllienshiye on the lOth retired north-east and prolonged the enemy's line_ towards 
Beit Jibrin. Royal Flying Corps reports indicated the total hostile forces opposed to us on th1s !me at 
about 15,000; and this increased resistance, coupled with the capture of prisoners from almost every unit 
of the Turkish force, t ended to show that we were no longer opposed to rearguards, but that all the 
remainder of the Turkish Army which could be induced to fight was ma1.ing a last effort to arrest our 
pursuit south of the important Junction Station. 

In these circumstances our progress on the lOth and ll th was slow; the troops suffered comiderably 
from thirst (a hot, exhausting wind blew during these two days), and our supply difficulties were great; 
but by the evening of the 11th favourable positions had been reached for a combined attack. 
(See PLATES 12 & 13.) 

The 12th was spent in preparations for the attack, which was ordered to be begun early on tbo 
morning of the 13th, on the enemy's position covering Junction Station. Our forces were now operating at a 
distance of some thirty-five miles in advance of their railhead, and the bringing up and distribution of 
supplies and ammunition formed a difficult problem. The routes north of the Wadi Hesi were found to 
be hard and goo~ goi.Dg, though there were some difficult wadi crossings, but the main road through Gaza 
and as far as Bett Hanun was sandy and difficult. The supply of water in the area of operations, thouah 
~ood and _Plentiful in most of the villages, lies mainly in wells 100 feet or more below the surface, a~d 
m these ClfCUlllstances a rapid supply and distribution was almost iropossible. Great credit is due to all 
concerned that _these difficulties were overcome and that it was found possible not only to supply the 
troops already m the line, but to brmg up two heavy batteries to support the attack. 

. 15. The situation on the morning of Nov. 13 was that the enemy had strung out his force (amount
mg probably to no more than 20,000 rifleB in all) on a front of twenty miles, from El Kubeibeh on the 
north to about Bett .Ttbnn to the south. The right half of his line ran roughly parallel to and only about 
five nules m front of the Ramleh-J unction Station railway, his main line of snpplv from the north, and his 
nght flank was already almost turned. This position h~d been dictated to hiffi by the rapidity of our 
movement along the coast, and the determmat10n with whtch hts rearguards on this flank had been pressed. 

The advanced guard of the 52nd (Lowland) Division had forced its way almost to Burkah on the 
llth, on ;vhwb day also some mounted troops pushed across the Nahr Sukereir at Jisr Esdud, where the) 
held a bridge-head. Durmg the 12th the Yeomanry pushed north up the left bank of the Nahr Sukereit 
and eventually setzed Tel el Murrch on the right bank near the month. ' 
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The hostile commander may have hoped to exercise some mGral effect on our plans by the resence 
of the southern portwn of hts forces on the £lank of our advance · if so he was m1'stake Th A p t 1· 

t 1 t d d · ' • n. e "us ratan 
mo~ ec .ro?ps, exten e over a Wide ,front, not only secured this flank hut pressed forward on the 12th 
tow~rds Balm,. BerkusJe, and Tel es Sati. The1r advanced troops were counter·attacked and driven 
back a short dtstance, but the enemy made no effort to press further forward. Arrangements were th 
made to attack on the 13th. en 

The country over w~ich the at~ack took place i~ open and rolling, dotted with small villages sur
rounded ?Y mud walls wtth plautatwns of trees outs1de the walls. The most prominent feature is the 
hue of hetghts on whJCh are the v~llages of Katrah and Et Mughar, standing out above the tow flat ground 
winch separates them from the nsmg ground to the west, on which stands the village of Beshshit, about 
2,000 yards dtstant.. Th1s Katrah--:El Mughar line forms a very strong position, and it was here that 
t~e enemy made hts most det~rmm~d reststance agamst the turning movement directed against his 
rtght flank. The capture of thts pos1t10n by the 52t;d (Lowland) Division, assisted by a most dashing 
charge of mounted troops, who galloped across the plam under heavy fire and turned the enemy's position 
from the north, was a fin~ feat of arms .. Some 1,100 prtsoners, three gtms, and many machine guns 
were taken here. After th1s the enemy resiStance weakened, and by the evening his forces were retiring 
east and north. (See PLATE 14.) 

Capture of Junction Station, Nov. 14. 

'.The infantry, who were sent forward about dusk to occupy Junction Station, met with some resis
tance and halted for the night, not much more than a mile west of the station. Early next morning 
(Nov. 14) they occupied the station. 

The enemy's army had now been broken into two separate parts, which retired north and east 
respectively, and were reported to consist of small scattered groups rather than formed bodiesc 
of any size. 

In fifteen days our force had advanced sixty miles on its right and about forty on its left. It had 
driven a Turkish Army of nine infantry divisions and one cavalry division out of a position in which 
it had been entrenched for siJc months, and had pursued it, giving battle whenever it attempted to stand, 
and inflicting on it losses amounting probably to nearly two-thirds of the enemy's original ef!ectives. 
Over 9,000 prisoners, about eighty guns, more than lOO machine guns, and very large quantities of 
ammunition and other stores had been captured. (See PLATE 15.) 

16. After the capture of Junction Station on the morning of the 14th, our troops secured a position 
covering the station, while the Australian mounted troops reached Kezaze that same evening. 

The mounted troops pressfd on towards Ramleh and Ludd. On the right Naaneh was attacked 
and captured in the morning, while on the left the New Zealand Mounted Rifles had a smart engagement 
at Ayun Kara (Rishon le Zion, six miles south of Jaffa). Here ·the Turks made a determined counter· 
attack and got to within fifteen yards of our line. A bayonet attack drove them back with heavy loss. 

Flanking the advance along the railway to Ramleh and covering the main road from Ramleh to 
Jerusalem, a rid11e stands up prominently out of the low foot hills surrounding it. This is the site of the 
ancient Gezer, near which the village of Abu Shusheh now stands. A hostile rearguard had established 
itself on this feature. It was captured on the morning of the 15th in a brilliant attack b-': mounted troops, 
who galloped up the ridge from the south. A gtm and 360 prisoners were taken m this affair. 

By the evening of the 15th the mounted troops had occupied Ramleh and Ludd, and had pushed 
patrols to within a short distance of Jof!a. At Ludd 300 prisoners were taken, and five destroyed 
aeroplanes and a quantity of abandoned war material were found at Ramleh and Ludd. 

Occupation of Jaffa, Nov. 16. 

Jaf!a was occupied without opposition on the evening of the 16th. 

17. The situation was now as follows:-
The enemy's army, cut in two by our capture of Junctiot; Station, had retired partly. east into the 

mountains towards Jerusalem and partly north along the plam. The nearest line on whtch ~hese two 
portions could re-unite was the line Tul Keram-Nablus. Reports from the Royal Ft:ymg Corps 
indicated that it was the probable intention of the enemy to evacuate Jerusalem and Withdraw to 
reorganize on this line. (See PLATE 16.) . . . , . 0 31 

On our side the mounted troops had been marchmg and fig:htmg contmuousl) . smce et .. , • 
· · d · t · ht 1· f 1 AsluJ to J affa fhe and had advanced a distance of seventy-five mtles, measure m as ratg me ron . ; .1 

troops after their heavy fighting at Gaza had advanced m nme days a distance of about f?rt~ mh eJ 
with t~o severe engagements and continu;l advanced guard fighting. The 52nd (Lowland) DIVISIOn a 
covered sixty-nine miles in this period . 

• 
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"' · was bcin ushed forward as rapidly as possible, and every opportunity was taken of 
.~he ratlway . t I g pthc coast The ]andinN of stores was dependent on a contmuancc of favour-

bndm,., stores at pom .g a ong . ~ h 
' ~ , . d mirrht "t any moment be stopped for several days toget er. . 
able~ ea!~~~ :s th~refore necessary to await the progress ?f railway. constructiOn, but before our 

· · P. th l·m· could be consiuered secure 1t was essentud to obtam hold of the one good road 
posthon m e P " N bl J 1 which tr:l\•crses the Judroan range from north to south, from a us to erusa em. 

The Advance into Judrea. 

18 Th west side of the Judroan range consists of a series of spms running east and west, and 
separated ~om one another by narrow valleys. These spurs are steep,. bare and stony for the mo~t 
part, and in places precipitous. Between the foot of the spur of the marn range and the coastal plam 
is the low range known as the Shephelah. . 

On our intended line of advance only one good road, the mam Jaffa-Jerusalem road, traversed the 
hills from east to west. For nearlv four miles, between Bab el Wad (two and a half mtles east of Latron) 
and Saris. this road passes through a narrow defile, and it had been damaged by the Turk.s m several 
places. The other roads were mere tracks on the side of the hill or up the stony beds of wadts, and were 
impracticable for wheeled transport without improvement. Throughout these htlls the water supply 
was scanty without development. 

On Nov. 17 the Yeomanry had commenced to move from Ramleh through the. hills direct on 
Bireh by Annabeh, Berfilya and Beit ur el Tahta (Lower Bethhoro~). By the evenmg of N ov.18 
one portion of the Yeomanry had reached the last-named place, whtle another portwn had occupted 
Shilta. The route had been found impossible for wheels beyond Annabeh. (See PLATE 17.) 

On the 19th the Infantry commenced its advance. One portion was to advance up the main road 
as far as Kuryet el Enab, with its right flank protected by Australian mounted troops. From that 
place, in order to avoid any fighting in the close vicinity of tl1e Holy City, it was to strike north towards 
Bireh by a track leading through Biddu. The remainder of the infantry was to advance through Berfilya 
to Beit Likia and Beit Dukka, and thence support the movement of the other portion. 

After capturing Latron and Amuas on the mornmg of the 19th, the remainder of the day was spent 
in clearing t.he defile up to Saris, which was defended by hostile rearguards. (See PLATE 18.) 

On the 20th Kuryet el Enab was captured with the bayonet in the face of organized opposition, while 
Beit Dukka was also captured. On the same day the Yeomanry got to within four miles of the Nablus
Jerusalem road, but were stopped by strong opposition about Beitunia. 

On the 21st a body of infantry moved north-east by a track from Kuryet el Enab through Biddu 
and Kulundia towards Bireh. The track was found impassable for wheels, and was under hostile shell fire. 
Progress was slow, but by evening the ridge on which stands Nehy Samwil was secured. A further body 
of troops was left at Kuryet el Enob to cover the flank and demonstrate along the main Jerusalem road. 
It drove hostile parties from Kustul, two and a half miles east of Kuryet el Enab, and secured this ridge. 

By the afternoon of the 21st advanced parties of Yeomanry were within two miles of the road, and an 
attack was briltg dehvered on Beitunia by other mounted troops. (See PLATE 19.) 

Turkish Counter-Attacks. 

19. The positio~s reached on the evening of the 21st practically marked the limit of progress in this 
first attempt to .gam the Nablus-Jerusalem road. The Yeomanry were heavily counter-attacked and 
fell back, after b1tter fightmg, on Be1t ur.el Foka (UI'per Bethhoron). During the 22nd the enemy made 
two counter-attacks on the Neby Samwtl ndge, whwh were repulsed. Determined and gallant attacks 
were made on the 23rd ~nd vn the 24th on the strong positions to the west of the road held by the enemy, 
who had hrougbt up reinfore~ment~ ~nd numerous machine runs, and could support his infantry by 
artillery fi1e from guns J?laced m pos1twns along the main road. Our artillery, from lack of roads, could 
not be brought up to g1ve adequate support to our infantrv. Both attacks failed and it was evident 
tha_t ~ I'enod of preparatwn and organization would be ne~essary before an attack could be delivered 
Ill •n ment strength to .dnve the enemy from his positions west of tbe road. (See PLATE 20.) 

Orders were accordmgly tssued to consohdate the positions gained and prepare for relief. 
Th Though these troops had fail ed to reach their final objectives, thev had achieved invaluable results 
b e nbarrowf pas1ses from the plain to .the plateau of the Judroan rmige have seldom been forced and. 

a ve een ata to m a · d' · H ' 
d 'th l ny mva mg armtes. ad the attempt not been made at once or had it been 

presee Wl less c etermmation the e Id h h d · · ' 1 d · d ' nemy won ave a t1me to reorgamze his defences in the pass,,s 
ower 0 "t'?' anh dti;e conquest of the plateau would then have been slow costly and precarious ,\~it 

"as, pos1 1on• ., ueen won from which th fin 1 tt k ]' J ' · ' • - · 
~pect• of su~ce~s. · e a a ac · con u JC prepared a.nd delivered with good pro 
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. ,20. ?Y Dec. 4 all r~liefs were comillete, anrl a line was held from Kustul by the Neby Samwil 
ndge, Belt Izza, anu Belt Dukka, to Belt ur cl Tahta. (See PLATES 22, 23, & 24.) 

Fighting on the Auja. 

During this prnod attacks by the enemy along the. whole line led to severe local fighting. On 
Nov. 25 our advanced posts. north of t?e nver Aup were driven back across the river. From the 
27th to th~ 30th the enemy delivered a senes of attacks directed especialh· nrram· st the b1"rrh g d tb 

d tb , t f J fi th 1 f fl k f . . . . . o 0 rotm nor an nor _·<as o_ :' a, e e t an o om- _POSitiOn m the bills from Beit ur el Foka to El Burj, and 
th~ Neb} Sam" 1! ndge. An attack on the mp-ht of the 29th succeeded in penetrating om- outpost line 
no1 th-cast of J afla, but next mormng the whole host1le detachment, numhering 150, was smrounded and 
c~ptured by Australian Light Horse. On the 30th a similar fate befell a battalion which attacked near 
El Btu] ; a counter-attack bv Austr~han L1ght HorRe took 200 prisoners and practically destrored the 
a~tackmg battalion .. There was particularly hea'C'" fighting between El Burj and Beit ur el Foka, ·but the 
leom~nry and Scottish troops successfully resisted all attacks and inflicted severe losses on the enemy. 
At Be1t ur el Foka one company took 300 prisoners. (See PLATE 21.) 

Enemy Failure at Neby Samwil. 

All eflorts by the enemy to drive us off the Neb~· Samwil ridge were completely repulsed. These 
attack~ co~t the Tm-ks very dearly. We took 750 pnsoners between Nov. 27 and 30, and the enemy's 
losses m killed and wotmded were undoubtedly heavy. His attacks in no way affected our positions 
nor in1peded the progress of our preJ:larations. · 

Converging Movement on Jerusalem . 

. 21. Favoured by a continuance of fine weather, preparations for a fresh advance against the Tmkish 
positions west and south of Jerusalem proceeded rapidly. Existing roads and tracks were improved 
and new ones constructed to enable heavy and field artillery to be placed in position and ammunition 
and supplies brought up. The water supply was also developed. 

The date for the attack was fixed as Dec. 8. Welsh troops, with a Cavalry regiment attached, 
had advanced from their positions north of Beersheba up the Hebron-Jerusalem road on the 4th. No 
opposition was met, and by the evening of the 6th the head of this column was ten miles north of Hebron. 
The Infantry were directed to reach the Bethlehem-Beit J ala area by the 7th, and the line Surbahir--Sherafat 
(about three miles south of Jerusalem) by dawn on the 8th, and no troops were to enter Jerusalem during 
this operation. (See PLATE 25.) 

It was recognized that the troops on the extreme right might be delayed on the 7t.h and fail to reach 
the positions assigned to them by dawn on the 8th. Arrangements were therefore made to protect the 
right flank west of Jerusalem, in case such de1ay occurred. 

22. On the 7th the weather broke, aDd for three days rain was ahnost continuous. The hills were 
covered with mist at frequent intervals, rendering observation from the air and visual signalling impossible. 
A more serious effect of the rain was to jeopardise the supply arrangements by rendering the roads ahnost 
impassable-quite impassable, indeed, for mechanical transport and camels in many places. (See PLATE 26.) 

The troops moved into positions of assembly by night, and, assaulting at dawn on the 8th, soon carried 
their first ohjectives. They then pressed steadily forward. The mere physical difficulty of climbing the 
steep and rocky hillsides and crossing the deep valleys would have sufficed to render progress slow, and 
the opposition' encountered was considerable. Artillery support was soon difficult, owing to the length 
of the advance and the difficulty of moving guns forward. But by about noon London troops had already 
advanced over two miles, and were swinging north-east to gain the Nablus-Jerusalem road; while the 
Yeomanry had captured the Beit Iksa spur, and were preparing for a fm-ther advance. 

Surrender of Jerusalem, Dec. 9. 
AB the right column had been delayed and was still some distance south of J erusa!em, it was necessary 

for the London troops to throw back their right and form a defensive flank facing east towards Jerusalen~, 
from the western outskirts of which considerable nfle and artillery fire was bemg expenenced. Tb1s 
delayed the advance, and early in the afternoon it was decided to c~nsolidate the line gaineil and res::me 
the advance next day, when the right- column would be m a poSitiOn to exert ~ts pressure. By moht
fall our line ran from Neby Samwil to the east of Beit Iksa, through Lifto. to a pomt about one and a half 
miles west of Jerusalem, whence it was thrown Lack faring east. All the enemy's prepared defences 
west and north-west of Jerusalem bad been captured, and om troops ,,-ere within a short distance of the 
Nablus-J eru.salem road. 
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THE ADVANCE OF THE DEC. 21-27, 1917. 

. .a t · l ·1 r ~ brid~cs Considerable hostile shell fire was experienced during 
Dec. 21 was "P"'' I_n nu 'm_., 1<' " iiiulebbis the enemY cotild observe the valley of the Auja. 

the d_av. ch1efly from the ,nght ftan~.ted r~~~ bv dusk the whole of the Divisional Artillery of the 52nd 
Desp1te this the bndges "ere.c~mh e k 'eadv to su ort the advance to the final objectiws. 
Division had cros~ed t~ ~e ng2~ a:t~ ~Jth.Divisi!{ on the right drove the enemy from the or?hards 

On the mornmg o. ec. ' d the villao-es of Rantieh and Fejja. On the lett the 52nd Dn·Ision 
;,.~~~e~u~~~~~~:~~j:c~:~:e:n:,,~a~~::~~lidated th~ iine T;l el 1\Iukhmar-Arsuf, th~ latter place, altho:Igh 

·1 b . d th ollotted ob]'ective bema occupied to deny d~tect observatiOn on Jaffa harbour to two m1 es eyon c (~ · ., o 

the e~~~~g the day the Royal Fl)•ing Co~·ps attacked the enemy with bombs and machine-g1m fire as 

he withdrew inflicting numerous casualties. . N 
Throuahout these operations the XXIst Corps received most effective support from the Royal avy. 
This operation bv increasina the distance between the enemy and Jaffa from three to mght miles, 

rendered Jaffa and 'its harbour se~ure, and gained elbow-room for the troops covenng Ludd and Ramleb 
and the main Jaffa-Jerusalem road. (See PLATE 29.) 

Enemy Attempt to Recover Jerusalem, Dec. 26-27. 

5. In the meantime, on XXth Corps front, only minor operations bad taken place, resulting in the 
capture of various points of local tactical imporhtnce. . . . , . 

The preparations for the advance to the BeJtm--Nahn !me were bmdered by the \\eather, heavy ram 
falling during the week before Christmas. A.s the_y '~ere nearmg completiOn, vanous movements and 
concentrations of troops on the part of the enemy mdwated that he mtended to attack, w1tb the obJect 
of recovering Jerusalem. . . 

This proved to be the case. On the night of Dec. 26-27, the enemy a~tacked with great determn:-a
tion astride the Jerusalem-Nablus road. A counter-attack agamst the ngbt of his attack was earned 
out immediately by two divisions. As the result of three days' fighting , not only did the enemy's attempt 
to recapture Jerusalem fail, but by the end of the third day he found himself seven miles further from 
Jerusalem than when his attack started. 

The enemy's attack was launched at 11.30 p.m. on Dec. 26, the advanced posts of the 60th 
Division, east of the Jerusalem road, being driven in. By 1.30 a. m. on Dec. 27 the 60th Division was 
engaged along its whole front. 

Between 1.30 a.m. and 8 a.m. the outposts of the 60th Division on the ridge north of Beit Hanninab 
repelled four determined attacks, but the heaviest fighting took place to the east of the Jerusalem
Nablus road. Repeated attacks were made against Tel el Ful; a conspicuous hill from which Jerusalem 
and the intervening ground can be overlooked. The attacks were made by picked bodies of troops, and 
were pressed with great determination. At only one point did the enemy succeed in reaching the main 
line of defence. He was driven out at once by the local reserves. In all these attacks he lost 
heavily. 

In the meantime the enemy bad delivered attacks against various points held by the 53rd Division 
east of Jerusalem. On the extreme right at Kh. Deir Ibn Obeid, a company of l\Iiddlesex troops was 
surrounded by 700 Turks, supported by mountain artillery. Although without artillery support, it 
offered a most gallant resistance, holding out till relief came on the mornino- of the 28th. None of the 
other attacks on this division's front were any more successful. 0 

On the 60th Division front north of Jerusalem, a lull in the fighting occurred after 8 a.m. This 
lasted till 12.55 p.m., when the enemy launched an attack of unexpected strength against the whole 
front. In places this attack reached our main line of defence, but thes~ small successes were short
hved, for m each case local counter-attacks, carried..out in1mediately, were successful in restoring the line. 

This proved to be the final effort . 
. At noon the counter-attack by the 74th and lOth Divisions, which had been launched at 6.30 a.m. 

agamst the right of the enemy's attack, bad made itself felt. 
. The Htb Division, climbing the western slopes of the Zeitun Ridge, advanced along it in an easterh· 

dlrectwn. On their left a bngade of the lOth Division advanced along the neighbouring ridge, the left 
of the lOth D1v~s10n advancmg m a northerly direction to form a defensive flank. 
t These d~vis!on~ met with a determined and stubborn resistance. The grotmd over which the advance 
ook place "as sufhmently rough and broken to render the advance slow and difficult, qmte apart. fr•Jm 

any actiOn of the e1:emy. In adchtwn, the houklcrs on the bills rendered it ideal urouud in which to 
fight a delaymg act10n, prov1dm~ positions for machine guus, which are difficult toloeate. 
·it ~evertheless, whe~ mght fell the Hth Division had reached the eaRt end of the Zeituu Ri<l~e, DJ']><>
" e enuma. On th;u· left the lOth DIVISIOn overlooked Ain Arik, and further to the left were m 
possesswn of Deir Ibzia. 
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Th~ count~r-attack of these tw? divisions had, thus not only resulted in an advance of 4,000 yards 
O?- a SIX-Imle front, but, by. attractmg the en.emy s reserves, had prevented the enemy from repeating 
h1s attacks on the GOth DIVtswn, and, depnvmg him of the initiative, had forced him to abandon his 
attempt to capture Jerusalem. 

Advance into Mount Ephraim. 

Seeing tohat the Turkish attack was spent I ordered the XXth Corps to make a general advance 
northwards on Dec. 28. 

The enen~y? after the.failure.of his attack O?- Dec. 27, was still holding his original position in front 
of the 60th DIYlSIOn. Th1s pos1tlon was of cons1derable strength and included Khurbet Adaseh a hi ab 
ridge overlooking the approaches from Beit Haninah, while further west it included the villaae~ of Bir 
Nebala and El Jib, the scene of heavy fighting at the end of November. " 

El Jii) and Bir Nehala were captured by 1 p.m. Khurbet Adaseh was then attacked and captured 
by 5.30 p.m. 

At 6.30 p.m. the advance was resumed and by 9.15 p.m. the 60th Division had reached the line Er 
Ram-Rafat. .c?~siderable resistance :"as met with at Er Ram. 

0 
The right of this advance was protected 

by the 53rd DIVISlOn, whwh extended 1ts left northwards, capturmg the villages of Anata and Kh. Almit. 
On the left the 74th Division, advancing from the east end of the Zeitun Ridge, captured Beitunia, 

whirh was defended with obstinacy, and seized the high ridge east and north of it. Further to the left, 
the right of the lOth Division, descending into the valley of the Ain Arik, climbed the opposite slopes 
and captured Kefr Shiyan hill, one mile east of Ain Arik, and the ridge between this hill and Kh. Ruhiuo 
Considerable opposition was encountered, and great difficulty was experienced in locating the enemy's 
machine guns. 

The 60th Division continued its advance on Dec. 29. At the start no opposition was met with, 
the enemy having withdrawn to Bireh and the Et Tahuneh ridge just north of the village, leaving a 
garrison at Shah Salah, a precipitous hilll,OOO yards south of Bireh, overlooking the Jerusalem- Nablus 
road. As soon as the leading troops came within range of Bireh they were met with heavy rifle and 
machine-gun fire. Some delay was caused owing to the difficulty experienced in bringing the guns forward. 

By 4.15 pom. the left of the attack reached the Birfeh-Ram Allah road, and then stormed the Tahuneh 
ridge, the last position from which the enemy could observe the approaches to Bireho 

Simultaneously with this attack the right of the 60th Division had stormed Shah Saleh in face of 
heavy machine-gun fire, subsequently capturing the ridge east of Bireh. 

At 9 p.m. the advance was continued to the line Beitin-El Balua- Kh. El Burj. little opposition 
was encountered. On this day the 53rd Division extended its line northwards to protect the right of 
the GOth Division, occupying Hizmeh Jeha and the high ground north of it overlooking the Wadi el 
Medineh, with little opposition. . 

On the left the 74th Division occupied Ram Allah, and the lOth Division advanced wtthout oppo
sition to the line Khurbet Rubin- Ras Kerker- Deir el Kuddis. 

The final line occupied by the XXth Corps thus ran from Deir Ibn Obeid, south-~ast of Jerusalem, 
northwards past Hizmeh and Jeha to Beitin, and thence westwards through El BurJ, Ras Kerker, to 
Deir el Kuddis. 

During these days the Royal Air Force not only gained valuable and timely information, but r~
peatedly attacked the enemy's troops and transport with bombs and machine-gun fire from low altitudes, 
inflicting considerable losses. 

Results of the Four Days' Fighting. 

The Turkish attempt to recapture Jerusalem had thus ended in crushing defeat. He had employed 
fresh troops who had not participated in the recent retreat of his army from B~ersh~ba and Gaza and had 
escaped its demoralizing effects. The determination and gallantry wtth whtch his attack was earned 
out only served to increase his losses. The attack had commenced on the mght Dec. 26-27 · 0 By the 
evening of Dec. 30, the XXth Corps had advanced on a front of twelve miles to a depth' varymg from 
six miles on the right to three miles on the left. Thts advance had to overcome not on!) a determmed 
and obstinate resistance, but great natural difficulties as well, which had to be overcome before guns 
could be brought up to support the infantry. . . 'f) r 

Seven hundred and fiftv prisoners, twenty-four machme guns, and three automatiC " es ft~ e 
captured during these operations, and over 1,000 Turkish dead were buried bv us. Our own casua les 
were considerably less than this number. . f h tt ·t· 

A.s a result of this advance and of that of the XXIst Corps, my force was m a ar t er }0~ t~n 
to c~ver Jerusalem and the towns of Ramleh and Jaffa, and the road, which, runnmg r~~~ a a 0 

Jerusalem, formed the chief artery of lateral communication behind my line. (See PLATE .) 
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THE ADVANCE OF THE FEB. 19, 19!8. 

Importance of the Jordan Bridges. 

6 A further advance northwards on my part was out of the question for the time being. Beside~ 
· ny . d d the im rovement of communications in the forward areas, stores o 

the ~onstr~twn ~rt~~nsh:~ to be acfumulated Until the railway had reached a point considerably 
supp es anfr antunthi·si was of necessitv a difficult .task and one rendered still more difficult by frequent 
nearer my on ' · ' Id b d ·t essary to dnve !I f et weather Moreover before a further advance con e ma e, 1 was nee · 
~h: :n~m; across th." River Jord~n to render my right flank secure. (See PLATE 31.) The possession 
of the crossings over the Jordan offered other advantages. These were.-

(a) The enemy would be prevented from raiding the tract of country to the west of the Dead Sea 

(b) Control of the Dead Sea would be obtained. . . . . 
(c) A point of departure would be gaine~ for oper~tions east_wards, w1th a v1ew to mterruptmg 

the enemy's line of communication to the HedJaz, m conJunctiOn w1th the Arab forces based on Akaba. 

7. Before the country around Jericho could be used as a base for operations against Amman, a 
further advance northwards was necessary to gain sufficient space to the north to render any mterrup-
tion from that direction impossible. . . 

I had intended to carry out this advance to the nort~ simultaneously WJth the advance eastwards 
to the River Jordan. It, however, became apparent that, If this was to be earned m to effect the opera
tions against Jericho would have to be postponed for a considerable time to enable preparatiOns for 
the advance northwards to be completed. I, therefore, decided to carry out the advance to the J~rdan 
as a separate enterprise, the limits of the advance being the Jordan on the east and the Wadi el Aula on 
the north. This wadi joins the Jordan eight miles north of the pomt where the Jordan enters the 
Dead Sea. 

For this operation the Australian and New Zealand Mounted Division, less the Mount2d Brigade 
and the Divisional Artillery, was attached to the XXth Corps. . . . 

The 60th Division had taken over the line east of Jerusalem some t1me previOusly. Opposed to It 
were some 5,000 rifles, while to the north another 2,000 rifles were in a position from which to act against 
the left flank of the 60th Division as it advanced. 

The chief obstacle to the advance lay in the difficulties of the ground rather than any opposition 
the enemy might offer. 

The descent from the vicinity of .'ferusalem to the valley of the Jordan.is very steep. The beds of 
the main wadis run from west to east. Their banks are often precipitous, rendering any crossing from 
one bank to the other impossible. Numerous tributaries join the main wadis from all directions, break
ing up the ridges into a tumbled mass of hills. 

The descent to the Jordan Valley from the line then held by the 60th Division is not, however, 
continuous. It is interrupted by a series of ridges which afforded the enemy strong defensive positions. 

Opposite the right of the 60th Division's line E!Muntar formed a conspicuous landmark overlooking 
all the co~try in the vicinity : opposite the centre the high ground about Ras Umm Deisis and Arak 
Ibrahm1 afforded the enemy a strong position, while further north, on the left bank of the wadi es 
Suweinit, Ras el Tawil formed a dominating feature. After a further fall the ground rose again at Ta!aat 
ed Dumm. This rise continued in a south·easterly direction to Jebel Ekteif, thence eastwards to Neby 
Musa, descendmg from there to the Jordan Valley, five miles south of Jericho. 

To the west of Jericho at Jebel Kuruntul the ground falls sharply in steep cliffs to the Jordan Valley. 
The ge~eral plan consisted of a direct advance by the 60th Division to the cliffs overlooking Jericho. 

The Austrahan and New Zealand Mounted Division was to co-operate on the right flank with a view to 
entermg the Jordan Valley near Neby Musa, thus cutting off the enemy's retreat from Jericho. 

The Descent into the Jordan Valley. 

The first step of the operation was carried out on Feb. 19. By 9 a.m. the 60th Division had captured 
El Muntar, Arak Ibrah1m and Ras et Tawil, th~ 53rd Division extending its right to include Rummon, 
thence along the nght bank of the Wadi el Asa, m touch with the left of the 60th Division. The greatest 
opposJt.IOn was encounte;ed on the left at Rummon by the 53rd Division, and in the vicinity of Ras et 
Taw1l by the 60th Division. 

The caphue of El Muntar enabled the mounted troops to concentrate behind it preparatory to 
operatmg agamst the enemy's left on the 20th. ' 
. On t~e left the 53rd Division was now in a position to command the Et Taiyibeh-Jericbo road, 
alonb whiCh any troops rntended to act against the left of the 60th Division would move. 
to uri~E tide ~ay further ground was secured by the 60th Division in face of considerable opposition 

cover e ep oyment for the attack on Feb. 20. (See PLATE 32.) ' 
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During the nig~t of Feb. 19-20 the 60th Division moved into positions of deployment in the Wadi 
es Stdr. The covenng troops of the centre bngade were attacked during the night, but the enemy was 
rep;;lsed after a sharp struggle.. On the mornmg of the 20th the centre brigade captured Talat ed Dumm 
at 1.15 a.m., the enemy resistmg With stubbornness. After a pause to enable guns to be brought for
ward, a further advance of 2.000 yards was made. 

The. right brigade. advancing on J ebel Ekteif, met with great opposition. Moreover, the ground 
over whwh the attack had to take place proYed the most _rugged and difficult yet met with in this 
country. Only one approach ex1sted by whwh the assaultm<> waves could clintb J ebel Ekteif but by 
midda v it had been stormed. "' ' 

The left brigade, on the north of the Wadi Farah, advanced four miles over difficult country the 
enemy fighting a rearguard action from ridge to ridge. ' ' 

Thus by the evening the 60th Division had reached a line running north from Jebel Ekteif four 
miles west of the cliffs overlooking Jericho. ' 

In the meantime the mounted troops on the right had encom1tered considerable opposition, and had 
been much hampered by the difficulties of the ground. 

Two miles south of Neby Musa the eHemy held the high ground at Jebel el Kalimum and Tubk el 
Kaneiterah. Compelled to move in sing;le file over tracks which were exposed to machine-gun fire from 
the enemy's position, and which had been registered accurately by the enemy's guns at Neby Musa, the 
progress of the monnted troops was necessarily slow. By 2 p.m., however, the enemy was driven from 
his position at J ebel el Kalimum and Tubk el Kaneiterah. The further advance of the New Zealand 
Brigade on Neby Musa was hampered by the ground, and was finally checked at the Wadi Mukelik, the 
only possible crossing over which was subjected to a heavy fire from Neby Musa. On the right of the 
New Zealanders an Australian Mounted brigade discovered a crossing over the Wadi Kmnran, and 
entering the Jordan plain reached the \Vadi Jufet Zeben by dusk. 

The chief feature of the enemy's resistance was the volume of machine-gtm fire. 
By 6 a.m. the New Zealanders and a battalion of the 60th Division reached Neby Musa, meet ing 

with no opposition. 

Occupation of Jericho, Feb. 21. 

The Australian Monnted Brigade, advancing along the plain, entered Jericho at 8.20 a.m., the 
enemy having withdrawn dming the night. . . 

The 60th Division advanced to the line Rujm es Shema-Liyeh-Kh. Kakun-Jebel Karuntul, over-
looking Jericho. . . . . . 

Meanwhile, patrols from the Australian Monnted Bngade reconnoitred as far as the Wad1 el Aujah 
to the north and the El Ghoraniyeh bridge. The enemy was .found t? be holdmg the high ground north 
of the Aujah, and a bridgehead covering the El Ghoramyeh bndge With guns on the left bank. 
(8ee PLATE 33.) . . 

As a direct attack on the bridgehead would have involved heavy losses, Wlth~ut compensat~g 
advantages, it was not attempted. On the 22nd the 60t~ Division withdre": to the !me Jebel Ekteif~ 
Talat eel Dumm-Ras et Tawil, leaving outposts on the chffs o~erlookmg Jencho. The Mounted DIVl
sion, leaving one regiment to patrol the Jordan Valley, returnmgto Bethlehem. 

During these operations four officers, 140 other ranks, and SIX machme guns were captured from 

the enemy. d A · ta f 
On no previous occasions bad such difficulties of ground been encountere · s an ms nee o 

this, a Field Artillery battery took thirty-six hours to reach Neby ll'lusa, the distance covered, as the 
crow flies, being only eight miles. ed h · 

The Royal Air Force rendered valuable service, but mist and low-lying clouds interrupt t eir 
work to a great extent. 

Improving the Position. 

8. This operation, by driving the enemy across the Jord~n, bad rendered my right :a::~~':~£ 
but the base thus obtained was not sufficiently broad to permit of operatwns bemg came 
the Jordan against the Hedjaz Railway. . . . the first lace to cross the Wadi 

Before any such operation could be undertaken it was essential m . h / th Jordan Valley by 
Aujah and secure the high ground on the north b"nk covermg the tppro~~ es ; e either side oi the 
the Beisan- Jericho road, and, secondly, by advancing tu~~Ien~ly aln~ds ~::~~go~o the lower Jordan 
Jerusalem-Nablus road, to deny to the enemy. the udse o ": rtc ts anf rofrom the west to the east bank 
Valley. This accomplished, any troops he nnght etermme o rans er 
of the Jordan would have to ma1.e a considerable de tom to the north. 
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THE ADVANCE OF THE MARCH 8-10, 1918. 

Kb el Beiyudat and Abu Tellul, in the Jordan Valley, 
I therefore ordered the XXtb Corps to :~cure t the line Kefr Malik-Kb. Abu Felab, the high ground 

north of the Wadi el Aujab, and furJ!'e~ ~~ ~v:~~ el Jib running through Kh. Aliuta-Jiljilia-Abwem
south of Sinjil, and the ndge nort o b. S 1 h 
Arura thence to Deir es Sudan and Ned.l a e ·. the one direction to the River Jordan, in the other 

· h d fr which the wa IS run, m 1 d t 'les The waters e om . f L dd d th to the sea runs paralle to an some wo nu 
through t.be bills to the plam nortk 0 Th~ fal~~o tb:U~~rdan Valley is short and sha~p, w~tb ~he result 
east of the J erusalem-N~blus ~a · and their sides almost precipitous. The country IS _so mtncate that 
that the beds of the wadJS are eel' f t 0 s Consequently there was no danger m leavmg a gap 
it cannot be ~rossed by la,rgehboCdJes 0 t {Z £~ Malik and the d~tachment in the Jordan Valley at Abu 
between the ngbt of the XXt orps a e 
Tellul. f th XXth Corps I ordered the XXlst Corps to advance its right to 

To conform to t~e advanc~ o. e the villa 'e of Me del Yaba, a conspicuous landmark on a foot-
include the ndge nortn of the ·"badfl BLal~~t, Ras el k an 21d Crusader stronghold on the railway from 
hill overlookmg the plam nort o u , ' 
Ludd to Tu! Kl erafm,handdEI Mir~he XXIst Corps would be placed in a better position for a further 

As a resu t o t IS a vance • ~ d b th fr Ji!J. ulieh 
adYance, should it decide to attack the defensive system constructe y e enemy om 

west;~:d~;~~~~~:s ~:!~o~h~~s t:~v:":~ing on a front, from Kefr Malik to El l\Iirr, of twenty-six miles, 

to a maximum depth of seven m1les. · . 1 A · f h' h 
'l'h; round over which the advance was to take place is rugged and d.dncu t.. . successiOn o 1g 

and rock g rid es, separated by deep valleys, afforded the enemy a senes of posJtwns of great natural 
t b y Th~ slopes of the ridges are in many places premp1tous. Ledges of rock confine the descent 
~or":etite places, 0 ; which the enemy could concentrate his fire. In places the slopes are terraced, 
and men had to pull or hoist each other up. . .. 

It was necessary to reconnoitre each successive position. held by the enemy, and the subsequent 
movement of troops into positions of assembly was of necess1ty a slow process. 

Under these conditions no rapid advance could be looked for. . 
As soon as supplies and ammunitwn had been collected and preparatwns ';ere c_omple~~· both 

Corps made a preliminary advance to enable a closer reconnaissance of the enemy s ma~ posJtJOns to 
be made. and to allow of the construction of roads for the moven:ent of guns .a':'-d supplies: . 

By March 8 the XXt.h Corps had re~ched the line En NeJmeh-Et TaJyJbe~-:-~ Sn:Ja, on the 
Jerusalem-Nablus road, Hill 2,665 overlookmg B1r ez Zmt-Bmt Ello, the 53rd D1V1~1?~ berng on the 
right, the 74th Division in the centre astride the Jerusalem-Nablus road, and the lOth DJvJsJOn on the left. 

On the right of the XXIst Corps the 75th Division had captured Abud and the ndge between the 
Wadis Barbara and Abud. 

In neither case was any serious opposition encountered. 
When the subsequent advance began the opposition stiffened considerably on the front of both 

Corps. 
On March 9 and 10 the XXth Corps had to drive the enemy from ridge after ridge before the 

final objectives were reached. 
During the night of March 8-9, the brigades of the XXth Corps moved forward to their posi

tions of assembly. On the extreme right, in the Jordan Valley, the brigade of the 60th Division entrusted 
with the task of capturing Kh. el Beiyudat and Abu Tellul experienced some difficulty in crossing the 
Wadi el Aujah in the dark, and subsequently met with determined resistance. By 3 p.m., however, 
Kb. el Beiyudat and Abu Tellul had been captured. The occupation of a position astride the Beisan
Jericho road completed this operation. Further west the 53rd, 74th and lOth Divisions had advanced 
by the evening to a depth varying between 3,000 and 7,000 yards, and had reached a line running east 
and west through Tell Asur, thence along the ridges overlooking the Wadis En Nimr and El Jib. The 
53rd Division on the right had met with considerable opposition and great natural difficulties, especially 
on the extreme right and at Tell Asur, a conspicuous landmark among a mass of high hills. The impor
tance attached to Tell Asur by the enemy was shown by the number of determined efforts be made to 
recapture it, all of which were repulsed. 

On M arch 10 both the enemy's resistance and the difficulties of the ground increased, but during 
the day and the early hours of the night of March 10-11, an advance of 3,000 yards was made on a 
front of twelve m~les. The !me reached ran from Kefr l\1alik, along the ridge overlooking the Wadi et 
Kola and the BurJ el K1saneh ndge, past Kh. el Sahlat K.h. Aliuta Jiljilia Abwein and Arura to its 
former position at Deir es Sudan and N eby Saleh. ' ' ' ' 

The enemy contested the ridges north of the Wadis en Nirm and El Jib with great obstinacy, while 
on the extreme left near Neby Saleh he counter-attacked the left of the lOth Division on several orra
swns_. The descent of the slopes leading down to the Wadis en Nimr and El Jib and the ascent on the 
far Side presented great difficulties. The downward slopes were exceptionally steep, almost precipitous 
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in places. It was impos,ible for companies and lato · 
swept by machine-gun and rifle fire and the b~tt onsf t~b move on a Wide front. The slopes were 
the far side was steeply terraced. Men had altern~:l 0 to e wadls by enfilade fire. The ascent on 
and finally to expel the enemy from the summits in ha~d-to-~~~~ ~n~ _P~Il each other up, under fire, 

On March 11 the operation of the XXth Cons" g tm.,. . 
Frlah and the heights overlooking Sinjil and the eo~ la~. co;npleted by the occupatwn of Kh. Abu 
The result of this operation was the capture of a line wit~pa;:a~''e { ~7£ly•ng. country to the north-east. 
officers, 160 other ranks. eleven machine gun~ and consid!r·able ~':n~ra aclhtJes for defence, and of eleven 

The second phase of the operation by the XXIst Co. th un~s of ammurntwn and other booty. 
on March 7, was carried out on March 12. rps, ' e pre nunary phase having taken place 

At first the opposition encow1tered was not serious b t f th · · · · 
the ridge overlooking the Wadi Ballut it stiffened the et{em~- c~~~~stil~ tnne the 75th Dmswn reached 
wadi stubborn!~·, and when driven off makin" se;·eral counter-attacks ;,t~=g~dget on l~eBfar Sl'i; of the 
~~zo~~~~geddridgeCnort~ of tfb.dBffialatalh, the top of the ridge is honeycombed l~i~h caves =~~\n~~~e~ 

· SI es. onst era e 1 en ty was expenenced in overcomina the enem v's resistance h 
Eventually, however, a platoon of Gurkhas worked round to the rear of the r•'d"e . A L .· ere. 
brou"bt t b th 't Th . " . e" ts "Un was 
th o 0 dear on e ext s. e garnson of the caves, numbering five officers and fiftv othe~ ranks 

en sturen ered. - ' 
On the left of the 75th Division the 54th Division captured the villages of El Mezeireh Kh D'k · 

and Mejdel Yaba in the foothills, and Ras el Ain and El Mirr in the plain. Seven offic~rs l05 10:~m 
ranks, and two machme guns were taken by these two divi•ions. ' er 

Sheriflan Operations in Moab during January . 

. 9. The Jordan \alley had now been sufficientlv cleared of the enemy to enable operations to be 
earned out a~amst the Turkish line of communication to the Hedjaz, in conjnnction with the Arab 
forces under Shenf Fe1"al, whwh were operatmg m the country to the south-east of the Dead Sea and 
were under my control. 

Sherif. Feisal's forces were based on Ak~ba. _In .Jan. 1918, he had captured the high gronnd about 
Uhetda, mthm seven nules of Maan, hts mam obJecttve. At the same trme a force under Sherif Abdul 
1\Iagin had occupied the whole of the Hish Forest up to and including Shobek, twenty miles north by 
west of Maan, destroying thirty-five kilometres of the enemy's light railway which left the main line 
at Kalaat Aneiza and was used to transport wood as fuel for locomotives. After the capture of Shobek 
a force under Sherif Nazir raided Jauf ed Derwish, a station on the main line thirty miles north of Maan. 
This they held for three days, burning the sta lion buildings and destroying two locomotives and some 
rolling stock. In this successful raid the Turkish losses amounted to over lOO killed, over 200 prisoners, 
a mountain gun and two machine guns. Further north a separate force of Arab tribesmen under Sberif 
Kazir captured Tafile, fifteen miles south-east of the south end of the Dead Sea, on Jan. 16. The garri
son, which consisted of lOO Turks and the officials of the place, surrendered after a short resistance. 
Ten days later a Turkish force, consisting of three battalions, with two mountain guns and twenty-seven 
machine guns, advanced from Kerak to recapture Tafile. An engagement took place on Jan. 26, in 
which the enemy suffered a crushing defeat. His losses amounted to over ,!.50 in killed and 250 in pri
soners. In addition, the whole of his artillery and machine gmts fell into the hands of the Arabs. In 
March the Turks concentrated a considerable force, including a battalion of German infantry, and, 
advancing from Kutrani and Jauf ed Derwish, re-occupied Tafile, the Arab tribesmen, in face of superior 
numbers, withdrawing to positions north of Sbobek. . . . 

The situation to the east of the Jordan thus presented a favourable opportunity for a ratd on the 
enemy's communications with the Hedjaz. 

Importance of Amman. 

Its immediate effect would be to compel the enemy to recall the .force which had recently occupied 
Tafile. It might, in addition, compel the enemy to call on the garnson of Maan for support .. If thts 
should· prove to be the case, Sherif Feisal would be afforded hts opporttmtty to attack Maan w1th some 
prospects of success. The extent of this opportunity would depend on the amount of damage clone to 
the Hedjaz Railway. Near Amman, the rat! way crosses a viaduct and passes through a tunnel. If these 
could be destroyed it would be some weeks before traffic could be resumed. I determmed therefore to 
carrv out a raid on Amman with the object of destroying the viaduct and tunnel and, d this should be 
fomid impossible. to damag~ the railway as much as possible. Even if traffic was onlv 1.nterruptcd fort 
•hoct time, the mere threat of a repetition of this raid would compel the enemy to mamtam a conslderau e 



18 
THE ADVANCE OF THE 1\TARCH 21- 22. 1918 

'1 bl to operate aooainst the Arabs would be reduced, and 
force to cover Amman. The troops avaJ a ef h' ·eserves f~om the west to the east of the Jordan, 

. ·,ht t ·ansfcr a portiOn o IS I 
poss1hlv the enemy m1o ' an attack on the main front. 
thcrcb~- weakening his power to make orhmefetJ yh as the crow flies The nature of the intervening 

· . h' t . ·1 ast by nort o cnc o · . · f tl Amman JS t Jr) nu cs e h b 1 f th Jordan to the clay ndooes a rnJlc east o Je 
. k dd ooree Fromte an<So e "', . d 'h country vanes to a mar e eo . . h Beyond the ridges the country IS covere wJt 

d · fl t cl after ram becomes mars Y· f I 
rh·er, the groun JS a , an d' F th first five miles the total rise is only 500 eet. n 

d · t . t d by numerous wa IS. or e b · h d scrub an Ill ersec e . 3 500 feet till the edge of the plateau of l\1oa JS reac e · 
the next twelve nules the groundThnses some d: d end from the plateau to the Jordan in deep valleys. 

ills d and steep e mam wa JS esc . . 't 
The h are rugge · 1 t' f 't nlarshy after rain The hills which nse from I ' t If · d 1 tinrr the ower por lOllS o 1 · . . 
The plateau J se JS ';{' ~ ~ "'' b They are isolated features, and only form continuous nclges Jmmcd-
are rocky and covere With. s~r~ . . ltivated plain extending some two miles west and four miles 
iatrly west of Amman, w IC. e:a: ~~~h is the site ~f .many ruins, is intersected by nunJerous deep 
north -w~st olf the town. Thl~ plly th'e Wadi Amman which runs from south to north, leaving the town 
wad1s d1fficu t to cross-espema , 
of Amman on its riooht . · ·d E S lt d A 

Th Turks hado constructed a metalled road from Ghoramyeh bn ge to 's a an mman. 
Follow~" the ·wadi Ninlrin, it enters the hills at Shunet Nimrin and winds round the slopes of the valley 
of the W~di Shaib, supported by embankments, in places twenty fceth~gh. At Es Salt, a to:n of some 
l " 000 inhabitants eio-hteen miles from Ghoraniyeh by road, 1t 1s )Ollled by tracks leadlll., from the 
f~;ds over the J ordan °at Umm es Shert and Jisr ed Damieh, and from Jerash to the ~orth. 0~ leavmg 
Es Salt the road runs in a northerly direction for two 1mles, and then turns_ east, re~chmg the ed"e of the 
plateau five miles further on. This is the only road, and is in bad repau. _Yarwus tracks follo_w the 
wadis to the plateau, but are unfit for wheeled tra~sport. One leaves the mam road at Shunet N1mr_m, 
and follows the Wadis J eria and Sir, passing the v1llage of Ain es S1r. Another leads from Ghoramyeh 
and :Makhadct Hajlah up the \i'adi el Kefrcin to Naaur, where it joins the main route from Madeba to 
Amman. 

The Amman Raid, March 21-April 2. 

11. The force detailed to carry out the raid consisted of the 60th (London)Divisi?n, the Australian 
and New Zealand Mounted Division, the Imperial Camel Brigade, a Mountam Art1llery Bngade, the 
Light Armoured Car Brigade, and a heavy battery. This force was placed under the command of the 
General Officer Commanding 60th Division. The 60th Division was to force the crossings over the 
Jordan and advance astride the metalled road to Es Salt, which it was to hold, its left flank being 
protected by a mounted brigade. The mounted troops and the Camel Brigade, following the 60th 
Division across the Jordan, were to move direct on Amman by the tracks passing through Ain es Sir 
and Naaur. On reaching Amman the railway was to be destroyed and the viaduct and twmel demolished. 
This having been accomplished, the mounted troops were to withdraw on the 60th Division, the whole 
force then withdrawing to bridgeheads at the Jordan. 

The operations, which started during the night of JIJ(arch 21-22, were hampered considerably 
by rain, which fell during the days preceding the raid and on March 27 and the three following days. 
The Jordan is unfordable at this time of the year. The current is at all tillles rapid, and is liable to 
sudden floods which render the banks boggy and difficult of approach for transport. On March 28 it 
rose nine feet. The rain which fell dming the operations rendered the tracks in the bills slippery and 
the movement of horses, and especially of camels, slow and difficult. The delay thus caused enabled 
the enemy to bring up reinforcements. Before Amman could be attacked in strength some 4,000 Turks 
supported by fifteen guns were in position near Amman, covering the viaduct and tUflllel, while another 
2,000 were movmg on Es Salt from the north. To have driven the enemy from his position, without 
adequate artillery suppo;t, would_have entailed very heavy losses. Owing to the marshv nature of the 
country ~t was only poss1bl~ to J:'rlllg up mountain artillery, and I therefore ordered a withdrawal, which 
was car;1ed out Wlthout serwus mtcrruption. . Although it had not been possible to effect any permanent 
demohtwns,_ five m1les of ra1lway hne, mcludmg several large culverts, and the points and crossings at 
Alancla statwn, were destroyed to the south of Amman, while to the north of the town a two-arch hriclae 
was blown up. "' 

ConsideraJ:>le losses were inflicted on the enemy, and in addition fifty-three officers and ovc>r 900 
ether ranks were taken prisoner, including several Germans. 

The r:11cl also enabled a considerable nun1ber of Armenians to escape anJ find a refuooe wcct of tLe 
Jordan. " 
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The Passage of the Jordan, March 22-April 2. 

12. The .crossing of the Jordan took place during the night of March 21-22. (See PLATE 34.) 
The.crossmg was ~o have been effected by a bngade of the 60th Division at Ghoraniyeh and Makh

adet H&]lah. This bngade was then to cover the construction of bridges, the 60th Division crossing 
at the former, the mounted troops .at the latter place. The attempt to cross at Ghoraniyeh failed owing 
1o the strength of the current, whiCh prevented all attempts to cross both by swmiming and by means 
vf ra'ts and pontoons. 
~ "At Hajluh, however, th~ swimmers succeeded in reaching the. opposite bank at 1.20 a.m., and by 
1.4o a.m. the leadmg battalwn was across. Till dawn this crossmg was unperceived by the enemy, 
but subsequently the troops had to be ferned across, and a bridge const•ucted under fire. The bridge 
was completed by 8.30 a.m. Further troops crossed, but It was founa unposstble to enlarge the bridae-
head till dark, owing to the enemy's fire and the thickness of the scrub. 0 

A furtl:er attempt to cross at Ghorani)·eh during the night of the 22nd-23rd was again frustrated 
by the current and the enemy's fire. Early in the morning, however, a New Zealand regiment crossed 
at Hajlah, and, galloping northwards, drove back the enemy and formed a bridgehead at Ghoraniyeh. 
The current having diminishrd. three bridges were constructed during the da~·, and by 10 a.m. the whole 
of the infantr.v of the 60th Division and the greater part of the mounted troops were east of the Jordan, 
but owing to the swollen state of the river much valuable tin1e had been lost. 

Shunet Nimrin and Es Salt. 

On March 24 the 60th Division att:tcked the enemy and drove him from his position at El Hand 
and Shunet Nimrin, covering the entrance to the pass leading to Es Salt. Three gnns were captured 
by a battalion of the London Regiment, the teams being shot down by the fire of the Lewis guns. 
Followina on the heels of the retreating enemy, the 60th Division advanced four miles along the road 
to Es Salt, which was occupied the following evening without opposition. . 

In the meantinle the mounted troops, followed by the Camel Bngade, made thmr way along the 
tracks towards Ain es Sir and Naaur. Early in the day all wheeled transport had to be sent back. Even 
so, the tracks had been rendered so slippery by rain, which fell continuously on the 25th, that progress 
was slow. In many places horses had to move in single file, and had to be pulled or pushed up the shp· 
pery slopes. 

Naaur was reached late in the evening of March 25. . . 
The rain continued to fall on March 26. At 5 a.m. the New Zealand and Australian Bngades 

met at Ain es Sir. The Australians moved on to Suweileh, north of the Es Salt-:Ammar; road, capturmg 
170 Turks there. Both men and horses were, however, too exhausted by their exertwns to admit of 
more than demolition parties being sent on to the railway. 

On March 27 the advance was resumed. The ground favoured the wemy, the rocks and scrub 
on the hills affording excellent cover to his riflemen. The wad.is could only be crossed at a few places, 
and then only in single file. 

Destruction of Railway near Amman. 

By evening the New Zealanders had reached the railway south of Amman, their demolition harJ'"ci 
working southwards. In the centre the Camel Brigade advanced/irect on Am~a~~ ~::c:~~e ~a1f:!v 
~~~~ 1~~ou:~~. ~e:i~~f h~~Ti;nc~~;:t~~:at~~k~~e; 1~!tt~:~;;t~~:a:~:ter: ::10J~tion party succeede~ 
in blowing up a small bridge seven miles north of Amman. . db mountain artillery. 

On March 28 a brigade of the 60th Division arrived from Es Salt accompame Ty k' h motor-lorries 
' d · f fi ld b · brouaht In fact twenty-two ur IS The road was too soft to a m1t o e gnns emg o · . m~d that they had to be destroy~d. 

and other vehwles found along the road were so emb~d~d m the d the Australians attacking on Its 
On its arrival this brigade attacked al:mg the Es Sa t1- :ma~tro~ d Hill 3 039 just south of Amman. 
left, the Camel Brigade on 1ts nght, while the New Zea an ers a ac e • 

Enemy Counter-Attacks. 
. d The enemy made several counter-attacks, especially against the 

Ltttle progress was ma e. . . 
Australians, who were forced back a short distandce. d th nter-attacks were renewed, but without 

On March 29 Turkish reinforcements arnve , an e cou . 

success. (See PI>>\TE 35.) b t 1. f th GOth Division and a battery of Royal Horse Artii· 
Dming the afternoon two more at awns o e 

!cry arri vcd after a long anJ arduous march. 
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t 2 a m on March 30. The New Zealanders captured a 
The attack on Amman was re~r•:d ~ . th .enemy from the northern and eastern ends. Parties 

portion of Hill 3,039, but were una e ~ ~Jve efi d on from the houses Elsewhere the attack met 
of Kew Zeainnders entered the viilag:rei~~ t~:~e wi~~out greater artillery s~1pport further attacks could 
mth only shght success. It was a1pp 11, • Tur·lti.sh troops from Jisr eel Dam1eh and from the 

d t th t of heav'' osses ,oreover, · . · bd 1 only succee a e cos . ' . f it t Es Salt Orders "·ere therefore Issued for a WJt, rawa 
north had begun to mtahke thheitr pr~~~~c,~.: c:rried ~ut ;vithout interruption, after all the wounded had 
to take place dunng e mg · 
been evacuated. . f Apr'll 2 the whole force had recrossed the Jordan, with the exception of the 

By the evenmg o . 6 ) 
troops left to hold the bridgehead on the east bank. (See PLATE 3 · 

Results of the Raid. 

ltbourrh no ermanent d•mage had been done to the Hcdjaz Railway, the raid had succeeded in 
dra":t, no~thwar~s and retaining not only. the Turkish troops whwh bad been operatmg agarnst the 
~rabs gbut in addition a portion of the garnson of lliaan and the statwns further s~uth. . . 
• B~fore the raid was carried out the enemy's str~ngth in the Amman-Es Salt-Shnnet Nunrm area 

· atelv 4 000 By the middle of Apnl It had mcreased to over 8,000. was approxm1 . , · . · M 
13 Taking advantage of this opportunity, Sberif Feisal commenced operatwns agamst aan. 

The raihmy was first cut both north and south of Maan at G~adir el ~aJ and J erd':"'. At these p~a:es 
Q70 Turks and three machine gtms were captured. On April 13, Senna, a Turkish post -!,000 ;mds 
;outh-west of 1\faan Station, was captured, and on April 17 the station was entered and_ lOO pnsoners 
made, but the attack was unable to make any impression on the strong Turlnsh positiOn 400 yards 
north of the station. This position was of considerable strength, and "-as prov1ded With concrete 
macbine-ulm emplacements. The Arabs then \Yithdrew to a strong position at Senna to await the 
arrival of further ammnnition for their artillery. 

In the meantime another column attacked the line between Batn el Gbul and Kalaat et Mudawara, 
seventy kilometres south of 1\'Iaan, and destroyed lOO kilometres of line. so effectively that at least a 
month's uninterrupted work will be required to repair It, and then only If large gangs of labourers are 
available. The damage to the railway north of 1\'laan was not so thorough, but was sufficient to prevent 
through traffic for several days. 

Enemy Attack on Ghoraniyeh Bridge~ ea d. 

14. After t.he troops employed in the last raid had been withdrawn to the west bank of the Jordan, 
the enemy reoccupied the Shunet Nimrin position, which he held with some 5,000 rifles. 

On April11 he made simultaneous attacks on the Ghoraniyeh bridgehead and on El 1\Iusallabeh, 
l"l"hich covers the Beisan-Jericbo road west of the Jordan. Both attacks were pressed with considerable 
determination, but brought him no success, and during the night April 11-12 he withdrew to his posi
tions at Shunet Nimrin, which be commenced to strengthen. His losses iu these attacks were heavy. 
He left three officers and 113 other ranks in our hands as prisoners, while some 500 dead were buried 
by us or seen to be buried by the enemy. 

I. determined to seize the first opportunity to cut off and destroy the enemy's force at Shunet Nimrin, 
and, lf successful, to bold Es Salt till the Arabs could advance and relieve my troops. This would ha Ye 
denied the enemy the use of the harvest. I bad intended to carry out this operation about the middle 
of May, when the reorganization of the 1st Mounted Division had been completed. In the meantime, 
however, a deputation from the Beni Sakbr tribe arrived stating that the tribe was concentrated near 
Ma~eba, ready to co-ol'erate with any advance I might make, provided it took place before May 4, after 
whiCh date therr supphes would be finished and the tribe would have to disperse . 

. . The troops avaii_able to carry out this raid were the Desert Motmted Corps, less the lst Mounted 
DIVIsiOn, the 60th DJVJsJOn, less one brigade, and the Imperial Service Cavalry and Infantry Brigades. 

The 60th DIVISIOn was to attack the enemy's position at Sbnnet Nimrin, whilst the Mounted Troop<, 
movmg northwards from Gboramyeb, were to turn east along the tracks leadinrr from Umm es F\h•rt 
and Jisr ed Damieh, and protect the left flank. , 0 

r In the former raid the only route found fit for wheeled transport between Amman and Shnnet 
~m1rm had been the metalled road passing through Es Salt. The arrival of the mounted troops at Es 
• alt would thus sever the mam hne of communication of the force at Sbunet Bimrin, who would be 
dependent for their s~pphes on the track further south through Ain es Sir. This track was exposed to 
attack by the Bem Sakhr tribe. 

There appeared ~very chanc~ therefore of the Turkish force at Shunet Nimrin being compelled to 
retreat under very difficult conditiOns, and a fair chance of its being captured. 
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The Es Salt Raid, April 30-May 4. 

The operatwns ;vere commenced early on the morning of April 30, and proceeded accordin to 1 
The 60th Dn.,swn captured the advanced works of the Shunet Nimrin 0 ·r b t g pan. 

to make further progress in face of the stubborn resistance offered by the enfm~. 10~ee uPL:~~ ;able 
The mounted troops, movmg northwards rode round the right of the Sh t N' · · · ·) 

b 6 h d d E S I . , 1me llllrm pos1twn and 
Y p.m. a capture < s a t1 leavm& an Australian Brigade to watch the left flank. ' 

. Th1s bn!(_ade took up_ a positiOn facm& north-west astride the Jisr ed Damieh-Es Salt track, with 
pahols watchn~g the Wad1 ez Zerka, and With a detachment on the hi~h ground on the east ba k f th 
Jordan, two miles north of Unun es Shert. b n ° e 

A\7.30 a.n1. _on May 1 this brigade was attacked by the 3rd Turkish Cavalry Division, and a part 
of the Ath DIVIsiOn, whwh had ?rossed fro~1 the west bank of the Jordan during the night at Jisr ed 
Danueh. The enemy succeeded I';' penetratmg_ between the left of the brigade and the detachment on 
the bank of the Jordan. The bngade was dnven back through the foothills to the Wadi el Abyad. 
Durmg 1ts retirement through the h1lls mne guns and part of its transport had to be abandoned being 
unable to· traverse the intricate ground. ' 

The Umm es Shert-Es ~alt track was thus the only line of supply or retreat left to the mounted 
troops m Es Salt, hll the mam road and the Wadi Arseniyet track could be opened by the capture of the 
Shunet N1mrm pos1t10n and El Hand. (See PLA1'E 38.) 

Arrangements were made for a combined attack to take place on this position on May 2. The 
60th Division was to attack from the west and the mounted troops at Es Salt from the north-east. 

On M ay 2 the mounted troops in Es Salt were attacked by two Turkish battalions which had 
arrived_ from Amman accompanied by heavy_guns, as well as by. cavalry from the north, and troops 
from J1sr ed Dam1eh. These attacks were dnven off, hut the force intended to attack Shunet Nimrin 
from the north-east had to he weakened and was checked at El Howeij, five miles south of Es Salt. The 
60th Division was also unable to make any substantial progress, in spite of determined efforts. 

Inactivity of the Beni Sakhr. 

As the assistance of the Beni Sakhr tribe had not materialized, the Ain es Sir track was still open 
to the garrison of Sbunet Ninlrin. Further Turkish reinforcements were known to be on their way. 
It was evident that the Shunet Nimrin position could not be captured without losses, which I was not 
in a position to afford. In these circumstances I ordered the mounted troops to withdraw from Es 
Salt. Their retirement was accomplished successfully. The enemy, who followed up closely, was held 
off without difficulty. By the evening of May 4 all the troops had recrossed the Jordan, bridgeheads 
being left to cover the bridges at Ghoraniyeh and the crossing at El Auja. 

Although the destruction of the Turkish force at Shunet Nimrin had not been effected, the enemy's 
losses were considerable, the prisoners brought in amounting to fifty officers and 892 other ranks ; twenty
nine machine guns and several motor cars and lorries were destroyed by the mounted troops before they 
left Es Salt. 

The raid has undoubtedly rendered the enemy apprehensive of further operations east of the 
Jordan, and has compelled him to maintain considerable forces in the Amman-,Shunet Nllllrlll area, 
reducing the forces available to meet the Arab menace. 

Despatch of Troops to France. 

15. The despatch of troops to France, and the reorganization of the force, has prevented further 
operations, of any size, being undertaken, and has rendered the adoptwn of a policy of act1ve defence 
necessary. During the first week in April the 52nd Division embarked for France, 1ts place bemg 
taken by the 7th (Meerut) Division which had arrived from Mesopotalllla. . . . . . 

The departure of the 52nd Division was followed by that of the 74th DIVISIOn, whwh left Palestme 
during the second week in April. The 3rd (Lahore) Division was sent from Mesopotamia to rel'laca 
the 74th Division but it was not till the middle of June that the last un1ts d1sembarked. In add1t10n 
to the 52nd and 74th Divisions, nine Yeomanry regiments, five and a half siege batteries, ten British 
battalions, and five machine gun companies were withdrawn from the line, preparatory to embarkatiOn 
for France. (a) . . 

By the end of April the Yeomanry regiments had been replaced by Ind1an Cavalry regllDents, 
which had arrived from France, and the British battalions by lnd1an battahons despatched from India, 
These Indian battalions had not, however, seen service during the present war ; and, naturally, had not 
t_h_e_e_x_p_er_ie_n_c_e of the battalions they~r.::_ep:_l:::a:::ce::::d:::· __________________ ___ _ 

(a) &e tootnote on follvwing page. 
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Th · A ·1 the strength of the force had been reduced by one division, five and ~half siege .bat
teries.:. 1:,-e ~~~chine-gun companies; while one mounted division was in process of bemg reorgamzed, 

and was not available for operatwns. . d h d F ( ) 
In l\Iav a further fourteen battalions of British infantry were w1thdrawn and espatc e to ranee. a 

Onh• two indian battalions were available to replace them. Thus a~ th.e end of May the force had been 
further reduced by twelve batta.Jions, while the loss of the 74th _DIVISIOn had not yet been fully made 
ood. On the other hand, the reorganization of the mo1mted diVISIOn had been ~ompleted. 

g In June the places of the British battalions whiCh had been despatched to .France .were filled by 
Indian battalions. Six of the Indian battalions had, however, been formed .by w1thdrawmg a company 
from twenty-four of the Indian battalions already m the Force .. As few reinforcements were ava1lable 
for the battalitms thus depleted, the Force had been completed '?-.name only. 

During July and the first week in Aup:ust a further te'.' Bnt1sh battalions were replaced by ten 
Indian battalions, the personnel of the British battalions bemg used as remforcements. (b) 

16. During these months of reorganization various minor operations and a number of raids have 

been carried out. 

Advance in the Coastal Sector. 

Between April 9 and 11, the right of the line held b,Y the XXIst Corps was advanced on a front of 
twelve miles to a maximum depth of three m1les ; the v1llages of Kefr Ain, Berukm, El Kefr and Rafat 
being captur'ed. Considerable resistance was met with, the Turkish. troops being stiffened by a German 
battalion. The enemy made several attempts to recapture Berukm and Rafat. H1s counter-attacks 
were broken up by the infantry, ably supported by the artillery, but, in some cases, only after sharp hand
to-band fighting. The enemy's losses were considerable, over 300 of his dead being counted. 

On June 8 an advance was made on the coast, at the extreme left of my line, with the object of 
depriving the enemy of observation. The enemy's positions were captured by two battalions -the 
Black Watch and the Guides. Two counter-attacks were made. In the first the enemy succeeded in 
reoccupying a portion of the position, but he was expelled. The second counter-attack broke down 
before it reached our new position. The enemy's losses were considerable, and four officers and 101 
other ranks were captured. The capture of these positions not only prevented the enemy from over
looking a considerable length of our defences and the ground in rear, but secured observation of the 
approaches to the enemy's positions, with the result that his movements, by day, have been considerably 
restricted. 

Successful Indian Raids. 

The Indian troops have carried ?ut a numb~r of minor raids with success. On July 13 a party of 
the Gmdes ~urpnsed the enemy m h1s trenches m the m1ddle of the day, bringing back fifteen prisoners 
and a machme gun. On July 27 a Pathan company of the 53rd Sikhs F.F. inflicted heavy casualties 
on the e~emy, and brought m th1rty-three pnsoners and two machine guns. 

A ra1d on a larger. scale, earned out o.n Aug. 12 by the Leinster Regiment, 54th Sikhs, and 1st 
Battalion, 101st Grenadiers,. was crowned w1th complete success. The objective was the enemy's defences 
on the El BuT)-Ghurabeh ndge, north-west of Sinjil. This ridge is some 5,000 yards in length. and lies 
2,000 yards m front of ~ur line. It was held by 800 rifles and thirty-six machine guns. The defences 
consiSted of strongl:y-bmlt sangars, protected by thick wire entanglements. The approaches to it are 
rocky and broken, mvolVIng a climb of 900 feet. The position was attacked from both flanks. The 
enemy was surpnsed. H1s losses were heavy, and the raiders brought back 239 prisoners, including 
a battalion commander .and SIXteen officers and thirteen machine guns. Great dash was shown by all 
the troops takmg part m 1t. 

~n t~e :ordan Valley the mounted troops have carried out successful raids, and have ambushed a 
num er 0 ostJle patrols. The Indian cavalry have used the lance with good effect on several occasions. 

(o) 'fRANSl<'ERRED. 

Yeomanry.-Jjlst Warwicks Routh Notts H ~ 1/1 t B k l /3rd County of Londo~ ,_lllst Ea ·t· R' r.s~a:s, s uc ·s., ljl st Berks., 1/lst Lincs., ljlst City of Lundon l /2nd anJ 
Siege BatlrJ·i""·--:-20ldt, 2!l2n~l, 320th, :zzt~( ~~"i~~:d and 44-ith , 
11ifo.~~?n~~~rJJt~~~~F:-~{f:~ R. West ~u.rre~~!!, 1/f>th Devm~ s, 2t4th Somer~et L. I., 1/:lth and lj7th Che;::.hires 5th and IIth 

Ranger,_, Gth gLeinste1·s: 16~~hR~·:ii.~~~t:•r2~~~ilv~~~~~;~£i; 1·~~d21~~hL~'abNbr-th ~an.1~ ·· 5th R lri ~h Fu~>iliers, oh Connau.~ht 
2(2-!th London!', l/lst Hereford s. ' ' · · u 10 US! Jer3, 2/H, 2,15, 2/16, 2f20, 2/23rd. uwl 

:h!iulwiP G-wn (\m1pa1lies.-Noo'!. 221, 262, 2G4, 271, and 272. 
(b) DTSHANDED. 

InfontJ·y Ba_ttatiomt.-2/Hh De\'OnR, l/6th and 1/Gth R Welsl 1" · · . 
H:unp~htt·e:~, 2/-Hh Dor:;Pt'-1, l j+lth a.nd l ;oth Wl"l ~h (· ~ 10' ostht-r~ {:unalJ.pmla.t e.d as 5/6th R. "·t.'l,.h Fu~ilit•r,.:.), ~ ,·,th 
Mt4ldlc~ex, lith R. hi'i!h l:titlt:i:l, 2/18th r,~,nd 2j2lst L~ndo,~r~:,l enwated a.li 4/»ih \\ d.:>lt), :!/4th R. Wt·~::~t 1\.t>nt~::~, 2.lUth 



JULY 14, 1918. EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 
23 

17. This activity_ on our part has not been imitated by the enemy, except in one instance Th 
the brunt of the fightmg fell on German troops. Early in July movements of troo d · · en 
arbllery andaeroplane activity, foreshadowed an attack on our defences in the Jordf:·~'he mcreased 

On the nght bank of the Jordan our defences form a marked salient The easte "d f J; r 
faces the ford at Umm esh Shert. The apex is at El Musallabeh while ·the western rf:~~ e 0 e sa ~~~t 
north-west slopes of Abu Tellul. ' runs across e 

Abu Tellul. 

Early on the morning of July 14 the enemy was seen to be concentrating in the deep wadis north· 
west of Abu Tellul. At 3.30 a.m. the attack began. The enemy penetrated between the advanced posts 
and se1~ed Abu Tellul, thus cuttmg off the posts further north at El lliusallabeh. At 4.30 a.m. the 1st 
Austrahan _Light Horse Bngade counter:attacked. By 5 a.m. Ahu Tellul had been regained. The enemy, 
dn.ven agamst our advanced post~, whiCh, w1th one exception, had held their ground, suffered heavily. 
T" ~ hundred and se~enty-s1x Germans, mcludmg twelve officers, and sixty-two Turks were captured, in 
additiOn to SIX machme guns and forty-two automatic l'ifles .. One hundred :vounded and many dead 
were left on the gro1md. Great credit IS due to the Australians for the qUickness of their counter
attack and for the determmatwn d1spla yed by the garrisons of the advanced posts in holding out. 
although surrounded. 

El Henu Ford. 

While this fighting was in progress a Turkish force of considerable strength was observed to be con
centrating to the east of the Jordan, opposite El Henu Ford, which is midway between the El Ghoraniveh 
bridgehead and the Dead Sea. A cavalry brigade moved out to counter-attack. Taking advantage of 
the ground, the cavalry arrived within charl!ing distance before they were observed. In the charge that 
ensued some ninety Turks were speared ; and ninety-one, including six officers, in addition to four machine 
guns, were captured. It was only by reaching ground impassable for cavalry that the remainder of the 
Turks effected their escape. The Jodhpur Lancers played a distinguished part in this charge. 

The enemy's attack on both banks of the Jordan thus failed ignominiously. His losses, especiallv 
those of the German troops, were heavy, and it is probable that the German units which took part will 
need a long rest before being ready for active operations again. Our casualties were comparatively light. 

18. Since April no events of any importance have taken place in the Hedjaz. The Turks have been 
unable to restore throu"h railway communication between Maan and the north. South of Maan a 
detachment of the Imp;rial Camel Corps attacked and captured the station at Kalaat el lliudawara, 
destroying the water tower and pumps. Thirty-five Turks were killed, six officers and 146 other ranks, 
two guns and three machine guns were captured. . . . 

As a result of this operation, no water supply now exists on the railway for a distance of 150 kilo· 
metres south of Maan. Medina has thus been definitely cut off from the north. 

Summary of the Operations. 

19. The operations, which took place during the first half of the period covered by this despatch, 
rendered secure the fruits of the fighting, which, commencmg With the capture of Beersheba, cubnmated 
in the occupation of Jerusalem. . .1 On Dec. 12 the enemy still remained within four miles of J erusalel;'l. He IS now twenty-two m1 es 
from the Holy City. (See PLAU 39.) To the east he has been dnven across the Jordan, and h~s 
communications to the Hedjaz raided. His losses between Dec. 12, 1917, and May 31, 1918, were 
considerable, the number of prisoners amounting to 331 officers and6,088 other ranks. His one attempt 
on a ]arrre scale to assume the offensive and retake Jerusalem failed, and was turned rnto a defeat, 
accomp;nied by a considerable loss of territory. . · which 

In driving back the enemy my troops suffered considerable hardships. The rugged country rnh . 1 
the majority of the fighting took place not only favoured the defence, hut. dem~nded gfteat fen~~1~:d 
exertion on the part of the attackers. In the early months of the ye~r therr tas was o en onded 
more difficult by the cold and heavy rains which added greatly to their discomfort. . They ;~sp d 
to every call made on them, and proved their SU.f?eriority over the en~my ~n ev:; oc~~:~':,;,h op:::~i~~s 
half of the period under review has been spent m reorgamzatwn ank ;: ra;: .taken fro;;, the enemy 
have been limited to raids, sixty-nine officers and 1,614 other ran s ave een 
&ince June 1. 
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20. Throughout the whole period, the work of the Royal Air Force has been of great value. Fifty
three hostile aeroplanes have been destroyed, in addition to twenty-three whiCh have been dr1ven do1~n 
out of control. The enemy's troops, camps, and railways, have bee~ bombed w1th good results, while 
very important photographic work has been earned out. Co-operatwn w1th the other arms has been 
excellent. 

!Jl. During the early months of the year, whilst the rainy seaso~ was ~till in progress, and before 
railhead had reached the troops, the supply situation presented great dtfEcult1es. The wad1s came down 
in spate overflowing their banks and flooding the surrounding country . Not only was rmlway construe· 
tion bit;dered, but the country became almost impassable for motor, and extremely difficult for horse 
transport. Nevertheless, all difficulties were overcome. 

The Assistance of Egypt. 

22. I am indebted to His Excellency General Sir Francis Wingate, G.C.B., G.C.V.O., K.C.M.G., 
D.S.O., High Commissioner for Egypt, for the· cordial assistance he has given me at all tinles. 

Egypt has provided transport personnel, drivers for the Camel Transport Corps, and men for the 
Egyptian Labour Corps in large numbers, in addition to several units of the Egyptian Army. These 
have all done work which, though unostentatious, has been of great value. During the operations 
in the hills of Judrea, and of Moab, the troops often depended for their supplies on the Camel Transport 
Corps. The drivers displayed steadiness under fire and devotion to duty in the face of cold and rain, 
which they bad never experienced previously. 'l,'be Egyptian Labour Corps shared these hardships. 
The construction and maintenance of roads was a task of considerable in1portance and difficulty during 
the rainy season, and threw a great strain on the Egyptian Labour Corps. Its successful accomplishment 
reflects cred1t on the Corps. The Egyptian authorities have complied at once with all requests that I 
have made, and my thanks are due to them for their loyal support. 

23. The Army Postal Service has carried out its work efficiently. During the early months of the 
year, when my troops were far m advance of ra11head, the delivery and collection of mails was a matter 
of considerable difficulty, which was invariably overcome. 

24. Throughout the period I have received every help from Rear-Admiral T. Jackson, C.B., M.V.O. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your Lordship's most obedient servant, 

E. H. H. ALLENBY, 

General, 

Commanding-in-Chief, 

Egyptian Expeditionary Force. 
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I have the honour to forward a despatch describina th · · 
resulted in the destruction of the enemy's army, the libera~i~~e~;tpo~s ~:hiCh, dcom.m8 _encing on Sept. 19, 
twn of Damascus and Aleppo. a es me an ' Y na, and the occupa-

1. The latter months of the period covered by m des atch f S 
the reorganization of my force. The last Indian battalons t~ arrivo h eJ% 18, 1918, had be~n sp~nt in 
earhly Ill Aug~t. Some of these battalions had only been formed a f:w amo:t~~ n;_co,fltr~te~d~ diVISIOns 
to ave given them further opportunities to accustom themselves t h ' .. n s ou .. ave hked 
front, before calling on them to play a part in arduous o erations on oa ~a~ conditwns prevailing on this 
usually commence at the end of October, rendering the ~lains of Sharon ~:~c~:dra'!'l~e ralllS, ho;;evt', 

~:~~~~~;h:~~?J';lea~~n§e;~:mf;:. existing roads. Consequently, operations could n~t '~;'~~~tp~n~~ 

Strength of the Enemy. 

_2. At the beginning of September I estilllated the strength of the IVth Vllth and VIIIth T k. h 
Arm1es to be 23,000 rifles, 3,000 sabres, and 340 guns. The IVtb Army-6 'ooo rl'fl' 2 OOO b ur ISd 
seve t f f d f . h J , es, , sa res an . n y- our guns- ace my orces Ill t e ordan Valley. The Vllth Army held a front of some t;ent 
m_1les astnde the Jerusalem-Nablus road with 7,000 rifles and Ill guns, while the VIIIth Arm froJ 
extended fr.o~:n Furkhah ~o the sea, and was held by 10,000 rifles and 157 guns. y 

In additiOn, the garnson of Maan and the posts on the Hejaz Railway north of it, consisted of some 
6,000 nfles and thrrty guns. 

. The enemy's general reserve, only 3,000 rifles in strength, with thirty guns, was distributed between 
T1benas, Nazareth, and Haifa. 

'!'hus, his total strength amounted to some 4,000 sabres, 32,000 rifles, and 400 guns- representing 
a ratwn strength, south of the line Rayak-Beirut, of 104,000. 

3. I had at my disposal two cavalry divisions, two mounted divisions, seven infantry divisions, 
and Indmn mfantry bngade, four unallotted battalions, and the French detachment (the equivalent of 
an lllfantry bngade With other arms attached); a total, in the fighting line, of some 12,000 sabres. 57.000 
nfles, and 540 guns. 

I had thus a considerable superiority in numbers over the enemy, especially in mounted troops. 
4. I was anxious to gain touch with the Arab Forces east of the Dead Sea, but the experience, 

gained in the raids which I had undertaken against Amman and Es Salt in March and May, had proved 
that the communications of a force in the hills of llfoab were liable to interruption, as long as the enemy 
was able to transfer ',roops from the west to the east bank of the Jordan. This he was in a position to 
do, as he controlled the crossing at Jisr ed Damieh. 

The defeat of the VIIth and VIIIth Turkish Armies, west of the Jordan, would enable me to control 
this crossing. Moreo.ver, the destruction of these armies, which appeared to be within the bounds of 
possibility, would leave the IVth Army isolated, if it continued to occupy the country south and west 
of Amman. I determined, therefore, to strike my blow west of the Jordan. 

5. With the exception of a srr,all and scattered reserve, the whole of the Turkish Force west of 
the Jordan was enclosed in a rectangle forty-five miles in length and only twelve miles in depth. The 
northern edge of this rectangle was a line from Jisr ed Damieh on the Jordan, through Nablus and Tu! 
Keram, to the sea. All the enemv's communications to Damascus ran northwards from the eastern 
half of this line; converging on Et Afule and Beisan, some twenty-five miles to the north. Thenc~, 
with the exception of the roads leading from El Afule along the western shore of the Sea of Gahlee, h1s 
communications ran eastwards up the valley of the Yarmuk to Deraa, the Junctwn of the Palestllle and 
Hejaz railways. (See PLATE 41.) 

Thus El Afule Beisan and Deraa were the vital points on his communications. If they could be 
seized, th~ enemy'; retreat would be cut off. Deraa was beyond my reach, but not beyond that of 
mobile detachments of the Arab Army. It was not to be expected that these detachments could bold 
this railway junction, but it was within their power to clislocate all traffic. . . 

El Afule, in the Plain of Esdraelon, and Beisan, in the Valley of Jezreel, were Withm reach of my 
cavalry, provided the infantry could break through the enemy's defensive systems, and create a gap 
for the cavalry to pass through. It was essential that this gap should be ma~e at the commencement 
of operations, so that the cavalry might reach their destinations, forty-five and s1xty mdes_distan~, bef~re 
the enewy could make his escape. Moreover, whichever route the cavalry followed, the hills of Samana, 
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1 h d to be crossed before the Plain of Esdraelon, and the Valley 
or theu extension towards Mount Carme ' a t . tant that the enemy should not be given time to 
of Jezrecl, could be reached; and It was mos mipor 

man the passes. . 1 m main attack in the coastal plain, rather than through the 
6. For this reason I decided to m a m y nd afforded the enemy positions of great natural strength, 

hills north of Jerusalem. In the ~II~ th~tgr~u to the utmost The operations in March, astride the 
and taxed the physical energy 0 t et: t ac e~~van~e of five ~iles in one day, in face of deter'?inPd 
Jerusalem-Nablus road, had provl~d h a ant d A far more, rapid and decisive advance than tlns was 
opposition, was the. most that CO~e a]:n exr;~ ~O~St would enable the cayaJry. to pass through the hillS 
necessary: ~n additiOn, _tbef r~ud long at their narrowest point: thus ensurmg greater speed and less 
of Samana. mt~ the P lamdo Tsh rae •1 of a larae force of troops in the plain also presented fewer 
likelihood of !:e!llg cbecke . e supp Y " 
difficulties. 

The Sharon Front. 

7 Th Coastal Plain at Jiljulieh the ancient Gilgal, is some ten miles in width. The railw:ty 
om jir uli:h t; Tul Keram skirts the foothills, rurming through a slight depression on the eastern edge 

~the l~in. To the west of this depression the Turks had constructed _two defensive systems. The first, 
p d · 1 th d 3 000 m· depth ran along a sandy ndge m a north-westerly dnectwn from 

HOOOyar sm eng an , ' · h Th d 
B;;, Adas to the sea. It consisted of a series of works connected by contmuous fire trenc es. e secon , 
or Et Tireh system, 3,000 yards in rear, ran from the village of that nan:e to the m.outh of .the Nahr 
Falik. On the enemy's extreme right the ground, except for a narrow strip along the coast, IS marshy 
and could only be crossed in few places. The defence of the second system did not, therefore, requirE.> 

a larl(e force. "fi d "ll f JT r h l The railway itself was protected by numerous works,. and by the fortJ e VI ages o I JU 1e anc 
Kalkilieh. The ground between our front !me at Ras el Ain and these villages was open, and was over
looked from the enemy's works on the foothills round Kefr Kasim. 

s. By reducing the strength of the troops in the Jordan Valley to a minim~m, and Ly withdrawing 
my reserves from the hills north of Jerusalem, I was able to concentrate five diVISIOns and the French 
detachment, with a total of 383 guns, for the attack on these defences. Thus, on the front ?f attack, 
I was able to concentrate some 35,000 rifles against 8,000, and 383 guns agamst 130. In add1twn, two 
cavalry and one Australian mounted divisions were available for this front. (See PLATE 41.) 

The Plan of Campaign. 

9. I entrusted the attack on the enemy's defences in the coastal plain to Lieut.-General Sir E<h·ard 
Bulfin, K.C.B., C.V.O. , commanding the XXIst Corps. In addition to the 3rd (Lahore) , 7th (Meernt), 
54th, and 75th Divisions, which already formed part of the XXIst Corps, I placed at his disposal the 60th 
Division, the French Detachment, the 5th Australian Light Horse Brigade, two· brigades of mountain 
artillery, and eighteen batteries of heavy and siege artillery. 

I ordered him to break through the enemy's defences between the railway and the sea, to open 
a way for the cavalry, and at the same time, to seize the foothills south-east of Jiljulieh. The XXIst 
Corps \Yas then to swinf( to the right, on the line Hableb- Tul Keram, and then advance in a north-easterly 
direction through the hills, converging on Samaria and Attara, so as to drive the enemy up the 1\Iessudie
Jenin road into the arms of the cavalry at El Afule. 

I ordered Lieut.-General Sir Harry Chauvel, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., commanding the Desert l\Iounted 
Corps, less the Australian and New Zealand Mounted Division, to advance along the coast, directly the 
mfantry had broken through, and had secured the crossinge over the Nabr Falik. On reaching the line 
Jelameh-Hudmra, he was to turn north-east, cross the hills of Samaria and enter the Plain of Esdraelon 
at El Lejjun and Ahu Shush eh. Riding along the plain, the Desert Mo:U1ted Corps was to seize El Afule, 
sendmg a detachment to Na_zareth. the site of the Yildcrim General Headquarters. Sufficient troop& 
were to he left at El Afule to mtercept the Tmkish retreat there. The remainder of the Corps was to ride 
down the Valley of Jezreel·and seize Beisan. 

, I ordered Lieut.-General Sir Philip Cbet':ode, Bart., K.C.B., K.C.M.G., D.S.O., commanding the 
XXth Corps, to advance his !me east ?f the Bireh-Nablus road, on the nif(ht preceding the main attack, 
so as to place the 53rd DIVIsiOn on his ngbt flank, whwh was somewhat drawn hack, in a more favonral,]e 
posJtwn to advance and block the exits to the lower valley of the Jordan. 

I ordered h1m to he prepared to carry out a further advance with both the 53rd and lOth Divisions 
on the evrnmg of the day on which the attack in the coastal plain took place or later "" circtmistance~ 
<lemanded. ' 
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, 10. Th~ main difficulties lay in concealing the withdrawal of two cavalry divisions from the Jordan 
\alley, and m concentratmg_ secretly, a large force in the coastal plain . 

. To pre\·ent, the decrease m strcng_th m the J,ordan Valley being di,covered by the enemy, I ordered 
lllaJor-Gcncral SJr Edw:'-rd Chaytor, K.C.l\I.G., C.B., A.D.C., to carry out with the Australian and New 
Zealand Mounted DIVIsiOn, the 20th Indian (Imperial Service) Infantry Brigade, the 38th and 39th Batta
lions Hoyal Rus1hers~ and the 1st and 2nd Battalion~ Bnbsh West Indies Regiment, a series of demon
stratiOns mth the ObJeCt of mducmg the enemy to believe that an attack east of the Jordan was intended 
either i:' the direction of Madeba or Amman. The enemy was thought to be anticipating an attack U: 
these directwns, and ev_ery poss1ble step was taken to strengthen his suspicions. 

At th1s tune a mob1le column of the Arab Army, accompanied by British armoured cars and a French 
mountain battery, was ass~mbling at Kasr el Azrak; fifty miles east of Amman. The real objective 
of th1s column ':as the ra1lway north, south, and west of Deraa. There was always the possibility, 
however, that th1s concentratwn m1ght be obsernd. Should this occur, it was hoped that the demon
strations by Chaytor's force would strengthen the enemy's belief that a concerted attack on Amman was 
intended. · 

Preparation for the Attack. 

The concentration in the coastal plain was carried out by night, and every precaution was taken to 
prevent any increased movement becoming apparent to the Turks. Full use of the many groves round 
Ramleh, Ludd, and Jafla, was made to conceal troops during the day. The chief factor in the secrecy 
maintained must be attributed, however, to the supremacy in the air which had been obtained by the 
Royal Air Force. The process of wearing down the enemy's aircraft had been going on all through the 
summer. During one week in June 100 hostile aeroplanes had crossed our lines. During the last week 
in August this number had decreased to eighteen. In the next few days a number were shot down, with 
the result that only four ventured to cross our lines during the period of concentration. 

11. That the enemy expected an offensive on my part about this date is probable. That he remained 
in ignorance of my intention to attack in the coastal plain with overwhelming numbers is certain. 
On the morning of Sept. 19, when the attack in the coastal plain was launched, his dispositions 
were normal. 

Arab Action. 

12. Whilst the concentration in the coastal plain was nearing completion, the enemy's railway 
communications at Deraa were attacked by the Royal Air Force, and by the mobile column of the Arab 
Army, which, after concentrating at Kasr el Azrak, fifty miles east of Amman, had mo~ed into the Hauran. 

The railway line and station buildings at Deraa were damaged by the Royal Alf _Force on Sept. 16 
and 17. On Sept. 16th the Arab column, which had been joined by the Shalaan Sectwns of the Rualla, 
Anazeh, and by a number of Druses, attacked the HeJaz Ra1lway, fifteen m1les south of Deraa, destroymg 
a bridge and a section of the railway. On the followmg day the hne was attacked both north and west 
of Deraa, extensive demolitions being carried out. As the result of these demohtwns, all through traffic 
to Palestine ceased, and a considerable quantity of transport, whJCh had been mtended for the He1az, 
was diverted to bridge the break in the railway. (See PLATES 41-44.) 

The Eastern Front. 

13. The concentration in the coastal plain had been completed by the morning of Sept. 18. 
During the night of Sept. 18-19, the XXth Corps swung forward its righ,t on the east of the B1reh-N~.L!UB 
road. The 53rd Division descended mto the basm at the head of the Wad1 Sam1eh, captured Kh. JJbeit, 
El Mugheir, and the ridge on the far side of the basin, and all its obJectives, With the exceptwn of one bill, 
Kh. Abu Maiul. Considerable oppos1t10n was encountered; and hand-to-hand fightmg took place, m 
which over 400 prisoners were taken. . I d VIIIth 

In the early hours of Sept. 19 El Afuie and the headquarters of the T';ifk1sh VI th an . " . 
Armies at Nablus and Tu! Keram were bombed by the Royal Air Force, WJth a v1ew to disorgamzmo theJr 
signal communications. 1 · lift · t 

At 0430 the artillery in the coastal plain opened an intense bombardment astmg een mmu es, 
under cover of which the infantry left their positions of deployment. Two torpedo boat destroyers 
assisted, bringing fire on the coastal road to tl1e north. (See PLATE 42.) 

14. The operations which followed fall into five phases. 
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THE ADVANCE OF THE 

· I thirt six hours between 0{30 on Sept. 19 and 1700 on 
The first phase was of shorh dU"I:0~;urk~h Ar{u~ bad be~n overwhelmed, and the troops of the 

Sept. 20, the greater pfalrlt oft thte Vth o ,crh t.he hills of Samaria, whose exits were already m the hands of 
VIIth Army were m u re .rea ., r '" 
my cavalry. (See PLATES 43-44) . ccess were rea ed The infantry, pressing relentlessly on 

In the second ph~se the fnn~ 0;.etti~,s~nto.the arms of m~ cavalry, with the result that practically 
the heels of the retreatmg enemy fu ~nrkish Armies were captured, with their guns and transport. 
the whole of the Vllth and Vld Ithi t . f Haifa and Acre and the occupation of Tibenas, and of the 

This phase also Witnessc e cap m e o . ' 
th th d west of the Sea of Gahlee. d 

catmtry to e sou ban t .f th VIIth and Vlllth Armies the IVth Turkish Army, east of the Jor an, 
As the result oft e rou o e p 4"--46 ) ' 

retreated, ~nd Maan was evac~a~!fth t~:e u~s~~:~f ~h;s ~rmy by Chaytor's force, and closed with the 
ThetfhAird phase codn~mheen::terception ~ the retreat of the garrison of Maan, whwh surrendered. 

capture o mman, an 

(See ;~A~E 4 ~~phase witnessed the advance by the Desert Mounted Corps to Damascus, the ca~ture 
of the r~m':;~ts of the IVth Turkish Army, and the advance by the XXIst Corps along the coast rom 

H if t Beirut (See PLATES 48-52.) lr h 
a ~n ~he fifth phase my troops reached Homs and Tripoli without o?positiOn. My cava Y t en 

advanced on Aleppo, and occupied that city on Oct. 26. (See PLATE 53.) 

The Main Attack. 

15. The attack in the coastal plain on the morning of Sept. 19_ was attended with ?omplete success. 
0 the ricrht in the foothills the French Tirailleurs and the Armemans of the Legwn d Onent ad ''anced 
w~h great d~sh, and, in spit~ of the difficulties of the ground, and the ~trength of the ene'?:(s defences, 
had captured the Kh. Deir el Kussis ridge a~ an early h~ur. On their left the 54th DI:nswn st?r'?ed 
Kefr Kasm village, and wood, and the foothills overlookmg the _railway from Ras el f'-m oto JIIJnheh. 
North of Kefr Kasim the advance was checked for a tnne at Sivri Tepe, but the enemy s re"rstance "as 
quickly overcome, and the remaining hills south of the Wadi Kanah captured. 

The Battle of Sharon. 

In the coastal plain the 3rd (Lahore) Division attacked the enemy's first system between Bir Adas 
and the Hadrah road. On its left the 75th Division attacked the Tabsor defences, the 7th (i\leerut) 
Division the works west of Tahsor, while the 60th Division attacked along the coaet. The enemy replied 
energetically to our bombardment, hut in most cases -his barrage fell behind the attacking infantry. 
The enemy was overwhelmed. After overrwming .the first system the three divisions on the left pressed 
on, without pausing, to the Et Tireh position. On the left the 60th Division reached the Nahr Falik, 
and moved on Tu\ Keram, leaving the route along the coast clear for the Desert l\Iounted Corps. The 
7th (Meerut) Division, after passing through the second system, swung to the right, and headed for 
Et Taiyiheh, leaving Et Tireh, where the 75th Division was still fighting, on its right. 

By llOO the 75th Division had captured Et Tirch, a strongly fortified village standing on a sandy ridf?:e, 
where the enemy offered a determined resistance. On the right the 3rd (Lahore) Division turned to the 
east, and attacked Jiljulieh, Railway Redoubt, Kefr Saha, and Kalkilieh, all of which were defended 
with stubbornness by the enemy. His resistance was, however, broken, and the 3rd (Lahore) Division 
pressed on eastwards into the foothills near Hahleh, joining hands with the 54th Division, north of the 
Wadi Kanah. 

Disorganized bodies of the enemy were now streaming across the plain towards Tu! Keram, pursued 
by the 6?th Dmswn and the 5th Australian Light Horse Brigade. This brig" de, which had been attached 
to the XXIst Corps, consisted of two Australian Li«ht Horse Re<>iments with a eomposite re«iment of 
Chasseurs d'Afri<jUC and Spahis attached. Great c~nfusion reig~ed at Tu\ Keram. Bodies ~f troops, 
guns, motor lornes, and transport of every description were endeavouring to escape along the road 
leudmg to Messnd1e and Nablus. This road, whwh follows the railway up a narrow valley, was aheath· 
cr~nvded mth troops and transport. The confusion was added to by the persistent attacks of the Hunil 
An, Force, and Australian Flying Corps, from which there was no escape. Gre<>t havoc wao ea used, 
ana, m several places, the ro~d was blocked by overturned lorries and vehicles. Later in the ewnur" 
a;1 Austrahan re?nnent, havmg 1nade a detmu, succeeded in reachina a hill fuur 1niles ea~t of Tul 
h.cram, overlookmg the road. As a result, a large amotmt of tran~Jort am\ many guns fell into 
our hauds. ' ' ~ ) 



SEPT. 20, 1918. EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 29 

. In the .neantime the 7th (Meerut) Division and 3rd (Lahore) Division had entered the hills a d · 
c?nJtmctwn With the _54th Division, had pressed eastwards. By dusk the line Bidieh-Kh. Kef; T~ilt~~ 
!wus-Felanueh-Ta1y1heh bad been reached. The 75th Division remained in the vicinity of Et Tireh 
m Corps reserve. (See PLATE 42.) • 

The Battle of Mount Ephraim. 

16. As soon as the success of the initial attack by the XXIst Corps, on the morning of Sept . 19, 
bad become apparent, I _?rclered the XXth Corps to advance that mght on Nablus, and the high ground 
north-east of that town:, m order to close the roads leading to the lower valley of the Jordan, and to drive 
the enemy from the tnangle formed by the Kh. Fusml-Nablus road, our original front line, and the El 
Funduk-Nablus track, by which the 3rd (Lahore) Division was advancina. 

. The t" o divisions of the XXth Corps had been eoncent-rated beforeha~d, in readiness to carry out 
th1s operatwn; the 53rd DIVISIOn to the east of the Brreh-Nablus road, the lOth Division on the extreme 
left. of the Corps area, in the vicinity of Berukin and Kdr Ain. The enemy had long anticipated an 
attack astnde the l3neh- Nablus road , and had constructed defences of great stren<>th on successive 
ridges. For this reason the lOth Di' ision was ordered to attack in a north-easterly" direction astride 
the Furkhah-Selfit and Berukin- Kefr Haris ridges, thus avoiding a direct attack. Even so, the task 
of the XXth Corps was a difficult one. The enemy in this portion of the field was not disorganized, 
and was able to oppose a stout resiotance to the advance. The count ry is broken and rugged, demanding 
great physical exertion on the part of the troops, and preventing the artillery keeping pace with the 
infantry. 

N ~verlheless, good progress was made on the night of Sept. 19, and dtrring the following day. The 
53rd Division capttrred Kh. abu Malul, and advanced their line in the centre. On their right Khan 
.Jiheit was heavily counter-attacked on the morning of Sept. 20. The Turks succeeded in regaining 
the hill, but were driven off again after a sharp fight. This incident, and the necessity of making a road, 
to enable the gtms to be brought forward, caused delay. 

The lOth Division advanced in two columns, and, by midday on Sept. 20, the right colunm, after 
a hard fight at Furkhah, had reached Selfit, and was. approaching Iskaka, which was strongly held by 
the enemy. The left column reached Kefr Haris, whwh :vas only captured after heavy fightmg. The 
lOth Division had already driven the enemy back seven m1les. The artillery, however, had been unable 
to keep up with the infantry, and little progress was made dtrring th~ afternoon .. 

On the left of the lOth Division the XXIst Corps had contmued 1ts advance m three columns. On 
the right, the 3rd Division advanced up the Wadi Azzun. In the ~entre! the Meerut DIVIsiOn moved 
on Kefr Sur and Beit Lid. The 60th Division and the 5th Australian L1ght Horse Bngade advanced 
along the Tu! Keram-Nablus road on Messudie Station. By evening the line Baka-Beit Lid-lllessudie 
Station- Attara had been reached. . 

The 3rd (Lahore) and 7th (Meerut) Divisions encountered a determined and well-organized resistance, 
which stiffened as the Meerut Division approached Beit Lid. The enemy showed no signs of demoral-
ization and the country was very rugged and difficult. . 

C;nsiderablE) confusion existed, however, behind the enemy's rearguards. All day. h1s transport 
had been withdrawing. The Messudie-Jenin road was crowded. Its defiles had been b~mbed contm
uously by the Royal Air Force, as had long columns of troops and transport movmg on Nablus m ~rder 
to reach the Beisan road. It is probable that the enemy did not yet realize that my cavalry was already 
in Afule and Beisan, and had blocked his main lines of retreat. (See P L ATE 43.) 

The Advance of the Cavalry. 

17 Early on the morning of Sept. 19, before the infantry had adYanced to the attack, ~te iih an; 
5th Ca~alry Divisions moved out ~f the groves ro~d8aro1na, atnbd f5~~n~d hf ~o~::r;;i!~~e7 w;s ~~~t~ 
and 60th Divisions. The Australian Mounted DiviSion, ess e Ig o ' 

way 4~:~k~~~dthe rapidity with which the infantry broke thrr~~h ;othrtTM~~:~e~y~~~:sh~~ ~:~~~d 
the cavalry obtained a good start .. By ';100n the lefdmg ~~o1;st~e 01~"in":~ front line. After a brief rest, 
Jelameh, Tel ed Dhrur, and Huderra, mghteenDmtes nor v~d north to Ez Zerghaniyeh. It then turned 
the advance was continued. The 5th Cavalry IVIS!On mo scended into the Plain of Esdraelon 
north-east and, riding through the hills of Samana past Jarak, de h the 14th on El .Uule. 
at Abu Shusheh. The 13th Cavalry Bngade was t~ dire~ted ~h ~~~a~~~lo~ved the valley of the Wadi 

The 4th Cavalry Division turned north-east at · es nmra ' . h d 
Arab into the hills. The valley gradually narrows as the pass at Musmus IS reac c · 
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1 11th' b 1t only its advanced guard arrived 
The enemy had sent a battalion from El Afule t.o '~e~ed ~~~~:~lai~der of the battalion at El Lejjun. 

in time. 0Yerc.oming its reskistllaidlcef thte c•~~ai~rthen~~:I~ance and captured the remainder, some 470 in 
The ~nd Lancers charged, ' I e or y-stx "j. ' 
number. 1 D' . . th arched to El Afule which it reached at 0800, half an hour after 

The 4th Cava ry I VISIOn en ni< > 

its capture by the 14th Cavalry Bngade. 

The Nazareth Raid-Sept. 20. 

t' th 13th Cavah y Brigade of th; 5th Cavalry Division, riding across the Plain_ of 
E d In ,the hmedan tmhe d eNazareth the site of the Yilderim General Heailquarters, at 0530. Fightmg 

s rae on, a reac e • . I · S d h d h d made 
took place in the streets, some 2,000 prisoners bemg captured. T,hnna~ .vo~ ': ers \ ~ t:a El Afule 

d his esca e but his papers and some of his staff were taken. IS nga e . en marc e . , 
~~~vin~ ther~ ;s the 4th Cavalry Division rode down the Plain of J ezreel to De1san, wh_wh It reached at 
163o, having covered some eighty miles in thirty-four hours .. The 4th Cavalry DIVISIOn detached a 
reaiment to seize the railway bndge over the Jordan at J tsr Mepmie. . . . . . 

0 The Austra lian Mounted Division, which had followed the 4th Cavalry DJVtRIOn mto the Plam of 
Esdraelon was directed on J enin, where the road from 1\lessudie to El Afule leaves the hills. J enm was 

hcd at 1730 and was captured after a sharp fight, a large mm1ber of pnsoners bemg taken. 
reac Thus with;;, thirty-six hours of the commencement of the battle, all the main outlets of escape 
remaining to the Turkish VIIth and VIIIth Armies had been closed. They could only avOid capture 
by using the tracks which run so~th-eastfrom th~ vicinity of Nablus to the crossmgs over the Jordan at 
Jisr ed Damieh. These were bemg rapidly demed to them. (See PLATE 43.) 

The first phase of the operations was over. 

Destruction of the Turkish Vllth and Vlllth Armies. 

18. The enemy's resistance had been broken on Sept. 20. On Sept. 21 the Turkish ~carguards 
were driven in early in the morning. All organized resistance ceased. The 5th Australian L;£:ht Horse 
Brigade, with the French cavalry leading, entered Nablus from the west; the lOth DtVISIOn from 
the south. 

By the evening, the XXth Corps had reached the line Neby Belan, on the high ground north-east 
of Nablus, and Mount Ebal ; the XXIst Corps the line Samaria, Attara, Belah. · 

Since the early hours of the morning great confusion had reigned in the Turkish rear. Camps and 
hospitals were being hurriedly evacuated ; some were in flames. The roads leading north-east, and east, 
from Nablus to Beisan, and the Jordan Valley, were congested with transport and troops. Small par'ties 
of troops were moving east along the numerous wadis. The disorganization which already existed was 
increased by the repeated attacks of the Royal Air Force; in particular, on the closely packed column 
of transport moving north from Balata to Kh. Ferweh, where a road branches off, along the Wadi Farah, 
to Jisr ed Damieh. Some of the transport continued along the road to Beisan, where it fell into the 
hands of the 4th Cavalry Division. The greater part made for the Jordan along the Wadi Farah. Nine 
miles from Kh. Ferweh, at Ain Shibleh, a road branches off to the north to Beisan. A mile beyond this 
point the Wadi Farah passes through a gorge. The head of the column was heavily bombed at this 
point. The drivers left their vehicles in panic, wagons were overturned, and in a short time the road 
was completely blocked. Still attacked by the Royal Air Force, the remainder of the column turned 
off at Ain Shibleh, and headed for Beisan. (See PLATE 45.) 

The VIIth Turkish Army was by this time thoroughly disorganized, and was scattered in the area 
between the Kh. Ferweh-Beisan road, and the Jordan. These parties had now to be collected. 

At 0130 on Se~t. 22 th~ New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade, and the British West Indies 
battalions of Chaytor s Force, seized the bridge at Jisr ed Damieh. All hope of escape for the enemy 
in that direction had vanished. 

In the early hours of the morning, parties of Turks, of strengths varying from fifty to 300 began to 
approach Beisan, preceded by white flags. ' 

At 0800 a column, with transport and guns, ten miles long, was reported by the RoYal Air Force 
to he movmg ';o;th along the Ain Shibleh-Beisan road, its head being nine miles south or'Beisan. The 
4th Cavalry DtVISion was ordered to send detachments towards it, and also to patrol the road, which 
follows the Jordan. on tts east bank, to secure any parties which might escape across the Jordan. 

At the same tune the Wor?este~ Yeomanry of the XXth Corps, supported by infantry, was ordered 
to advance northwards from Am Shi?Ieh, and the mfantry of the lOth Division along the Tubas-Beisan 
road, to collect stragglers, and to drive any formed bodies into the hands of the 4th Cavalry Division. 
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. The Royal Air Force, had proceeded t? attack the Turkish column, which broke up and abandoned 
Its guns and transport. f?e task of clearmg the enemy between the Kh. Ferweh-Beisan road and th 
Jordan. was contmued durmg Sept. 23. On. this day the XXtb Corps Cavalry met with occasiona~ 
oflpositJOn, and 1ts adva.nce was hampered considerably by the large numbers of Turks who surrendered. 
Great quanhtws of transport and numerous guns were fom1d abandoned by the roadsides 0 
stretch of road, under fiye miles in length, eighty-seven guns, fifty-five motor lorries, and s42 v:hi~~: 
were found. 

Nmllerous bodies of Turks surrendered to the 4th Cavalry Division. One column attempted to 
escape acro>s the Jordan at l\Iakhadet abu Na], five m1les south-east of Beisan, but was intercepted bY 
the 11th Cavalry B~1gade. Part of the colmnn had already crossed to the east bank. It was charged 
b,v the 36th (Jacob s) Horse, and broken up, few escapmg. On the west bank the remainder of the 
column was charged by the 29th Lancers and Middlesex Yeomanry, who killed many and captured the 
remamder, together w1th twenty-five machine guns. 

On Sept. 24 the 11th Cavalry Brigade attacked and dispersed !mother colmnn .in the ·wadi el 
1\faleh. The last remnants of the VIIth and VIIIth Turkish Armies bad been collected. As armies 
they had ceased to exist, and but few had escaped. 

19. Whilst the 4th Cavalry and the Australian Mounted Divisions were collectin" the remnants 
of the VIIth and VIIIth Turkish Armies, I ordered the Desert Mounted Corps to occupy Acre and Haifa. 
The roads leadmg to Haifa from Tu! Keram are only country tracks, which, in the event of rain, might 
become impassable for motor lorries at any tin1e. Any force, advancing northwards from Haifa along 
the coast, would have to depend on supplies landed at that port. It was necessar,v, therefore, to occupy 
the town without delay, in order that the harbour could be swept for mines, and the landing of stores 
taken in hand. The 13th Cavalry Brigade of the 5th Cavalry Division, which had entered Nazareth 
on Sept. 20, and had then marched to El Afule, returned to Nazareth the following day. 

Part of the garrison of Haifa, which was attempting to reach Tiberias, was ,intercepted by this 
brigade on the morning of Sept. 22. At 0130 this column approached the outposts of the 13th Cavalry 
Brigade. It was attacked in the moonlight by the 18th Lancers, who killed a large number of Turks 
and captured over 300. 

That afternoon Haifa was reconnoitred by a battery of armoured cars. It was held by the enemy. 
The road was barricaded, and the armoured cars were shelled from the slopes of Mount Carmel. 

On Sept. 23 the 5th Cavalry Division, less the 13th Cavalry Brigade, marched from El Alule to 
capture the town. The 13th Cavalry Brigade marched direct from Nazareth on Acre. 

Capture of Acre and Haifa, Sept. 23. 

The road from El Afule to Haifa skirts the north -eastern edge of the Mount Carmel range. Some 
two miles before Haifa is reached, the road is confined between a spur of Mount Carmel on the left •. ~nd 
the marshy banks of the River Kishon and its tributaries on the right. When the 5th Cavalq Dmswn 
reached this point on Sept. 23 it was shelled from the slopes of l\Iount Carmel, and found the road and 
the river crossings defended by numerous machine guns. 

Whilst the Mvsore Lancers were clearincr the rocky slopes of l\lo1mt Carmel, the Jodhpur Lancers 
charged throuerh the defile, and, riding over "the enemy's m::tchine guns, gall?_red into the town, wher~ 
a number of Turks were speared m the streets. Colonel Thakur Dalpat Smgh, M.C., fell, gallant!,\ 
leading this charge. 

In this operation 1,350 prisoners and seventeer~ guns were taken. . . . " 
At Acre the 13th Cavalry Bri"ade met w1th httle oppositiOn. The small garnsou, cons1stm" of 

150 men and two guns, attempted to escape to the north, but was overtaken and captmed. 

Operations East of the Jordan. 

20. Interest now turned to the fate of the IVth Turkish Army east of the Jordan. Up till Rept. 22 
this army showed no siQlls of moving "from its position on the east bank. (See PLATE 45). On ,the 
west bank, the New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade and the lst and 2I_ld Batt~lwns Bnhsh "est 
Indies Regiment had advanced .northwards on Sept. 21, west of the Jencho-Be1san road, and had 
reached Khurbet Fusail four miles in advance of our defences at El Musalabeh. The enemy, how~\'~~ 
still held the bridgeheads ~n the west bank, cover~g the crossi.J~~s a~ ~~:~ ~a~t~1f!~ ~~v~~~u~il:ers 
Jozcleh, anu Jisr ed Danueh. Early ~ the mormnNg of ZSepr 7t'l\\ e t d R'flc• placed themselves 
captured the bridaehead at Pmm es Shert. The ew ea an oun e 1 • . h 1 t 
astride the road ;hich follows the Wadi Farah from Nablus to Jisr eel D~mieht j~us ~o~:~Je{ ::s 
loophole of escape to the Turkish forces west of the Jorda':. The crossmg a Jsr e 
captured a few hours later. The bridge was intact. 514 pnsoners were taken. 
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Capture of Amman, Sept. 25. 

Thus the west bank of the Jordan had been cleared. As a result of the defeat of the VIIth and 
YIIIt.h Armies, the position of the IVth Army east of the Jordan was no longer tenable, and, by the 
morning of Sept. ~3, this army was in full retreat on Es Salt a~d Amman, pursued by the Austrahan 
and New Zealand MOlmted Division, and bombed by the Royal Air ?Torce. At 1630 the New Zealanders 
captured Es Salt, taking 380 prisoners and three gtms. The pursmt was contmued on a broad front, m 
face of stout opposition from the enemy's rearguards. On Sept. 25 Amman was attacked and captu~ed. 

The enemy retreated northwards along the HeJaz Ra!lway, and the P1lgnm Route, m a d1sorgamzed 
state, harassed by the Royal Air Force and the Arabs. He was purs':'cd by the Australian and New 
Zealand Mounted Division, and left over 5,000 pnsoners and twenty-e1ght guns m the~r hands. 

I . ordered Chaytor's Force to remain at Amman to intercept the troops of the IInd Turkish Army 
Corps, who were retreating from the Hejaz. 1\Iaan bad been evacuated on Sept. 23, and had been 
occupied by the Arab Army, whwb then advanced to J erdm1, harassmg the rear of the retreatmg garnson. 
(See PLATE 47.) 

Surrender of the Turkish llnd Corps. 

On Sept. 28, these troops came into contact with the patrols of Chaytor's Force at Lehan Station, 
ten miles south of Amman. The Turkish Commander, seeing that escape was inlpossible, surrendered 
on the following day with 5,000 men. 

21. In addition to bringing about the retreat of the IVth Turkish Army, the total defeat of the 
VIIth and VIIIth Armies had removed any serious obstacle to an advance on Damascus. On Sept. 25 
I ordered the Desert Mounted Corps to carry out this operation, occupy the city, and intercept the 
retreat of the remnants of the IVth Turkish Army. 

22. The Desert llfounted Corps was to advance on Damascus in two col=ns ; one column by tl'e 
south end of the Sea of Galilee, 11ia Irbid and Deraa, the other round the north end of the Sea, 11ia El 
Ktmeitra. 

On Sept. 24, Semakb at the south end of the Sea of Galilee, was captured by the 4th Australian Light 
Horse Brigade, after fierce hand-to-hand fighting, in which 350 Turks and Germans and a gun were 
captured. Tiberias was occupied on the following afternoon. 

Thus, on Sept. 26, the Australian MOlmted Division was concentrating round Tiberias, and the 
5th Cavalry Division was marching from Haifa and Acre to Nazareth. The 4th Cavalry Division was 
concentrated round Beisan. (See PLATE 4 7.) 

The Advance on Damascus. 

23. The 4th Cavalry Division started on its 120-mile march that afternoon. The Australian and 
5th Cavalry Divisions started the following day, the distance they had to traverse being thirty miles 
less. Both columns met with opposition. The Australian Mounted Division experienced considerable 
difficulty in crossing the Jordan on Sept. 27. (See PLATE 48.) The bridge at Jisr Benat Yakub had 
been damaged, and Turkish rearguards commanded the crossings. After some delay, the 5th Australian 
Brigade succeeded in crossing the river a mile south of the bridge; and, working round the enemy's flank, 
forced him to retire. Opposition was again met with on the eastern side of the Jordan plateau, at El 
Kunmtra, and the eolumn was continually fired on by the Circassians who dwell on the plateau. Passing 
through El ~une1tra, the column entered first a plateau covered by boulders and then undulating 
pasture land, mtersectecl by the nUlllerons streams which rise in Mount Hermon. Fighting took place at 
Sasa, but the enemy's rearguards were driven back, and, by 1000 on Sept. 30, Katana, twelve miles 
south-west of Damascus, had been reached by the Australian Mounted Division which was here 
checlted for a time. ' 

At this hour the 14th Cavalry Brigade, on the right of the Australian Mounted Division, was 
approachmg Sahnaya on the old French railway. Further south the 4th Cavalry Division, with the 
Arab Army on 1ts nght, was approaching Kiswe. (See PLATE 50.) 

Destruction of the Turkish IVtli Army. 

The .route followed by the 4th Cavalry Division across the Jordan plateau had proved difficult, 
and cons1derable oppos1t10n had been encountered at Irbid, and again at Er Remte where after drivin" 
the enemy.northwards towards Mezerib, the Cavalry gained touch with the Arab Army. ' e 

v After 1ts ra~ds on the en~my's railways round Deraa between Sept. 16 and 18, the Arab Army ha,l 
mo ed mto the Hauran. It lSsued thence to attack the IYth Turkish Army, as the latter paseed :\Iafrak 
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in its rrt.reat northwards, forcing the Turks to abandon guns and trans 0 t M · · 
the Arabs then capt.ured the stations of Ezra and Ghazale between D~~a~cus ~v:fbrap1dly ~or~hwards 
they entrenched then!selves at Sheikh Saad, _seventeen miles north of Deraa, ac~oss :~:aTurk~s~W~~ ~~ 
retr:at. Sharp fightmg to.ok pl~cc all day, m whwh heavy casualties were inflicted on the retreatin 
Turl,s and Germans, and m whteh numerous pr1soners were taken Afte b ki h. · g 

I f th I'' h A h A b · r rea ng up t e retreatmg 
eo umns o : .e t rmy, t e ra s captured Deraa, and, on Sept. 28, J'oined hands with th 4 h 
Cavalry D1v1s10n near Er Remte. e t 

The cavalry then advanced northwards through Mezerib and alon" the old Fre11ch ·1 'th 
th A b ·t · 1 t fl 1 11 · ' o rm way, wt e ra s on 1 s ng 1 an<, eo ectmg stragglers, and pressing on the heels of the remnant f th 
IVth Turlnsh Army. s o e 

In this way a column of Turks some 1,500 strong was driven at noon on Sept. 30 into the arms 
of the 14th Cavalry Brigade at Sahnaya. (See PLATE 50.) 

Fall of Damascus. 

Shortly after midday on Sept. 30, the Australian Mounted Division ovrrcame the enemy's resistance 
at Katana. By the _e;renmg 1t had closed the exits from Damascus to the north and north-west, while 
the 5th Cavalry Dtvtswn had reached the southern outskirts of the town. (See PLATE 51.) 

At 0600 on Oct. 1, the Desert Mounted Corps and the Arab Army entered Damascus amidst scenes 
of great enthusiasm. After the German and Turkish troops in the town had been collected, and guards 
had been posted, our troops were w1thdrawn. In the meantime, the 3rd Australian Li..,ht Horse Brirrade 
had proceeded northwards in pursuit .of bodies of the enemy, which had succeeded inbleaving the town 
on the prevwus clay, or had avmclecltt, and the cordon round it, by making a detour to the east. On 
Oct. 2 a column was overtaken at Kubbeth i Asafir, seventeen miles north-east of Dltmascus. This 
eolumn was dispersed, 1,500 prisoners and three guns being taken. 

Plight of the Enemy. 

2J. The advance to Damascus, following on the operation in the Plain of Esdraelon and the Valley 
of Jezreel, had thrown a considerable strain on the Desert Mounted Corps. Great results were, however, 
achieved. 

On Sept. 26, when the advance began, some 45,000 Turks and Germans were still in Damascus or 
were retreating on it. It is true that all lmits were in a state of disorganization but, given time, the 
enemy could have formed a force capable of delaying my advance. 

The destruction of the renmants of the IVth Army and the capture of an additional 20,000 prisoners, 
prevented any possibility of this. The renmants of the Turkish Armies in Palestine and Syria, numbering 
some 17,000 men, of whom only 4,000 were effective rifles, fled northwards a mass of individuals, with
out organization, without transport, and without any of the accessories required t:> enable it to act even 
on the clefensi ve. 

25. I determined to exploit this success, and to advance to the line Rayak-Beirut. The occupation 
of Beirut would give me a port, with a road and a railway, leading inland to Rayak and Damascus. An 
alternative and shorter line of supply would thus be obtained. 

The Desert 1\Iounted Corps, leaving the Australian Mounted Division at Damascus, moved on Rayak 
and Zahle on Oct. 5. No opposition was encountered, and both places were occupted on the 
following day. . 

At Rayak, the junction of the broad gauge railway from the north and the metre _gauge lmes to 
Beirut and to Damascus and the Hejaz, were found on the aerodrome the remams of thtrty aeroplanes 
which had been burnt by the enemy before he retired. Large quantities of stores and rolhng stock were 
captured, most of the latter in a damaged condition. 

The March of the 7th Division. 

In tlw meantime the 7th (Mereut) Division had marched from ~aifa to Beirut. Leaving Hu';iia 0~ 
Oct. 3 it marcLecl along the coast. Crossing the Ladder of Tyre, 1t wa~ recmved by the pop dacetho 

' · · · 0 0 t 8 "t h d B · t where tt was warmh· welcome , · e Tvre und f:itclon With enthustasm. n c · 1 reac e eiru , · h Sh" f 
in-habitants handing over 660 Turks including sixty officers, who had surrendered to t em. tps 0 

the Freneh Navy had already enter~d tLc ha1~bnur. (See PLATE 53.) 
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Occupation of Horns, Tripolis, and Hama. 

"G On Oct. 9 I ordered the Desert Mounted Corps to continue its ad vancc and _oc·cuj)y Horns, 
lea vi~,; one divi,ion at Damascus. At the same time I ordered the XXIst Corps to con~mue tts march 
1 a the coast to Tripoli. Armoured cars occupied BnalheJ< on Oct. 9, takrng over oOO Turks who 
~~~1~urrendered to the inhabitants. The 5th Cavalry Division, which led the advance, reached Baalbek 
on Oct. 11, and, crossing the watershed between the Nahr Litani on the south and the Orontes on the 
north, followed up the valley of the latter river, past Lebwe, and reached Homs on Oct. 15, havmg 
marched over eiahty miles since leaving Rayak. 

The station °buildings at Horns had been burnt by the enemy before he evacuated the town on 

Oct. 12. . d Ar d C 
On the coast, Tripoli was occupied by the XXIst Corps Cavalry Reg1ment an moure a~·s on 

Oct. 13. No opposition was encountered. The Corps Cavalry Reg1ment was followe~ by a bngade 
of the 7th (llfeerut) Division. The occupation of Tripoli provided a short"r route by whJCh the cavalry 
at Horns could be supplied. 

27. Having secured Homs and Tripoli, I determi~1ed to seize Alepl.'o, with the least possible delay. 
The 5th Cavalry Division and the Armoured Car Battenes were alone avatlahle. The Austr~han Mounted 
Division at Damascus was over lOO miles distant from Homs, and could not be brought up m t1me. The 
4th Cavalry Division at Baalbek was much r_educed in strength by sickness,, a":d needed a rest to 
reoraanize. Tinle was of importance, and I JUdged that the 5th Cavalry Dtvtswn would be strong 
eno;gh for the purpose. The information available indicated the presence of some 20,000 Turks and 
Germans at Aleppo. Of these, only some 8,000 were combatants, and they were demoralized. More
over, reports from all sources showed that considerable nun1bers of the enemy were leaving the town 
daily by rail for the north. 

The Armoured Cars had reached Hama without opposition on. Oct. 20. On the following day the 
5th Cavalry Division commenced its advance. On Oct. 22 the Armoured Cars reached Khan Sebil, 
lalf-xay between Homs and Aleppo, as the enemy's rearguard left _the village in lorries. A German 
armoured car, a lorry, and some prisoners were captured. The enemy was not encountered again till 
Oct. 24, when a body of cavalry was dispersed at Khan Tuman, ten miles south of Aleppo. Five miles 
further on, the armoured cars were checked by strong Turkish rearguards, and had to remain in observa
tion till the cavalry came up. (See PLATE 53.) 

On the afternoon of Oct. 25 the Armoured Cars were joined by the 15th (Imperial Service) Cavalry 
Brigade. That evening a detachment of the Arab Army reached the eastern outskirts of Aleppo, and 
during the night forced their way in, inflicting heavy casualties on the enemy. 

Early on th~ morning of Oct. 26 the Armoured Cars and the 15th Cavalry Brigade, moving 
round the west stde of the town, followed the enemy along the Aleppo-Katma road, and gained touch 
wtth hrm south-east of Haritan. The Turkish rearguard consisted of some 2,500 infantry, 150 cavalry, 
and e1ght guns. The 1\Iysore Lancers and two squadrons of the J odhpur Lancers att.acked the enenl\:'s 
left, covered by the fire of the Armoured Cars, the Machine Gmt Squadron, an,l two dismounted 
squadrons of the Jodhpur Lancers. The Mysore and Jodhpur Lancers charged nwst gallantly. A 
number of Turks ><ere speared, and many threw down their arms, only to pick them up again when the 
cavalry had passed throug;h, and thetr weakn.ess had become apparent. The squadrons were not strong 
enough to complete the vtctory, and were wtthdrawn till a laNer force could be assembled 

That night the Turkish rearguard withdrew to a position ';',ear Deir el Jemel, twentv 1~1iles nortl.-
west of Aleppo. · 
.. The 5th Cavalry DiYision remained in observation, astride the roads leading from Aleppo to 

Kilhs and Katma, and occupied l\Iuslintie Junction . 
. It was too weak to continue the advance to Alexandrctta till the arrival of the Australian Mounted 

Dtv!Slon, whtch had already left Damascus to join it. 

The Armistice. 

d Before. the latter could arrive, the Armistice between the Allies and Turkev had been concluded 
an came mto force at noon on Oct. 31. (See PLATE 56.) . · ' 
carri;;e01~th Cav~lry Division cal;'tured fifty prisoners and eighteen guns in Aleppo. The Turks had 
i ht . t dem~htwns on the ratlwa:v at Aleppo and Muslimie Junction before retiring, but La<l left 

e g engmes an over lOO trucks, whwh, though damaged, were not beyond repair. 
betw!!~P~~;: 01~er 3~0 0n~le~~rom ~ur former front line. The uth Cavalry Division covere,l 5011 mile! 
period the 5th C a'tr De. · .. ' aln captured over 11 ,000 pnsoners and fifty-two guns. Dnrin" thJs 

ava Y IVtston ost only twenty-one per cent of its horses. 0 
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28. Between Sept. 19 and Oct. 26 75,000 prisoners have been captured Of these over 200 ffi 
and 3,500 other ranks are Germans or Austrians. · ' 0 cers 

In addi:ion, 360 guns have fall~n into our hands, and the transport and equipment of three Turkish 
ar1mes. It JS not yet poss1ble to g1ve accurate figures, owing to the rapidity and the extent of the 
advance. In the first thre~ phases of the operations, material and equipment were hastilv abandoned 
by the enemy m a mOlmtamous area, extendina over 2 500 square miles '"h!.le m· th ·. · h f h d . b ' ' " e remammg p ases 
a urt ~er a vance of over 300 nules had been made. Tbe captures, however, include over 800 machine 
guns, -1? motor lornes, forty-four motor cars, some 3,500 animals, eightv-nine railway en<>ines, and 
468 carnag~s and trucks. Of these many are unserviceable, but none have been included that are 
beyond repa!I. 

29. The plan of operations and the arrangements for the concentration were carefully prepared 
and well executed by C'omma_nders and staffs. During the subsequent days of fighting, full advantage 
was taken of every opportunity offered. 

Appreciation of Servrces. 

The gallantry ard determ~ati~n of_all ranks and of all arms has been most marked. Many 1mits 
had already made the1r reputatiOn m th~s~ and other, theatres of the war. Some had yet to gain their 
first expenence of modern warfare. Bnt1sh, French, and Indian troops, and those of the Dominions 
and Colonies, have all alike done magnificently. 

The infantry, in a few hours, broke through the defences, which the enemy had spent months in 
strengthening, thus enabling the cavalry to accomplish its mission. The subsequent advance throuah 
the hills, over most difficult country, and in face of determined and organized resistance bv the enem;'s 
rearguards, tried the infantry severely. Nothing, however, stopped its progress, and the relentless 
pressure maintained on the enemy's rearguards allowed him no time to carry out an organized retreat., 
and drove him, in disorganized bodies, into the arms of the cavalry. 

The Desert Motmted Corps took some 46,000 prisoners during the operations. The complete 
destruction of the VIIth and VIIIth Turkish Armies depended mainly on the rapiditv with which 
their communications were reached, and on quick decision in dealing with the enemy's cohmms as they 
attempted to escape. The vigorous handling of the cavalry by its leaders, and the rapidity of its move
ments, overcame all attempts to delay its progress. The enemy's columns, after they had outdistanced 
the pursuing infantry, were given no time to reorganize and fight their way through. 

In these brilliant achievements, the regiment of French cavalry took its full share, whilst east of 
the Jordan the Australian and New Zealand l\Iounted Division, by its untiring pursuit, threw the IVth 
Turkish Army into a state of disorganization, intercepted the garrison of i\Iaan, and compelled it to 
surrender. Chaytor's Force took 10,000 prisoners in the Valley of the Jordan and the Hills of l\Ioab. 

The cavalry and infantry received every help from the Royal Artillery and the Ro~·al Engineers, 
whilst the infantry, in its attack along the coast, was given valuable assistance by the Destroyers 
"Druid" and "Forester," which Rear-Admiral T. Jackson, C.B., M.V.O., had detailed to assist me. 

Of the fighting troops, all have taken their share, and have carried out what was required of them. 
I would bring to notice the good fighting qualities shown by the newer units. These include the 
Armenian troops of the Legion d'Ori. n \, the Tirailleurs Algerieus, the 1st Battalion Cape Corps, the 
38th and 39th (Jewish) Battalions of the Royal Fusiliers, the 1st and 2nd Battahons of the Bnt1sh West 
Indies Regiment, and all the recently formed battalions of Indian infantry. 

The Royal Air Force. 

Brilliant work has been done by the Palestine Brigade, Royal Air Force, and the Australian Flying 
Corps, not only during the actual operations, but in the preceding months. The process of weanng 
down the enemy's strenf!th in the air had been continuous throughout the sun1mer. Om ascendancy 
in the air became so ma~ked towards the end of August that only a few of the enemy's aeroplanes were 
able to fly, with the result that my troops were immune from air attacks durmg the operatwns, and 
the whole strenrrth of the Air Forces could be concentrated on the enemy rn h1s retreat. 

Besides taking an active part in the fighting, the Air Forces provided rne with full and accurate 
information as to the enemy's movements. 
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The Arab Army. 

The Arab Army has rendered val_uable assistance,_ both in cutting the enemy's communications, 
\ 1efore, and during, the operations, aud m co-operatmg w1th my cava!r:y durmg the advance ou D_~mascuR. 
R,,- throwing itself across the enc~y's line of retreat, nodh of Deraa, 1t prevented the escape ol portwn• 
of the IVth Turkish Armv, and mfhctcu heavy casualtJCs on the enemy. 

The fighting troops have been loyally assisted by the administrative services and department, who 
hO\-e cnrried a heavy burden on their shoulders, both in front of, and behind, railhead. The accumula
tion of ammunition and stores before operations commenced threw a great strain on the railway. The 
delivery of these stores to the troops during operations proved a difficult task. Supply columns haYe 
had long distances to cover, over bad roads, but all difficulties have been overcome.. 

My thanks are due to the Royal Navy for its assistance in arranging and securing the landing 
of supplies at the various harboUl's along my line of advance, and to the .French Navy for valuable 
information gained in the reconnaissance of the northern ports. 

The Italian Detachment carried out to mv entire satisfaction the task allotted to it, and 
throughout the operations gave valuable and loyi I assistance. 

From the first day of operations the Egyptian Labour Corps has followed the troops as they advanced, 
working hard and successfully to improve the roads. On Sept. 19 companies were "·orking on the roads 
in front of our original line, while our guns were still firing. 

The Camel Transport Corps has rendered valuable services, which have greatly aided in the 
victorious campaign. 

The Signal SerYice, strained to its ntmost, has maintained uninterrupted communication with 
tmits of the Army as far east as Amman and as far north as Aleppo. 

. The rap1d advance has rendered difficult the task of evacuating the sick and wounded. The 
dd:liculty was mcreased by_ the large number of prisoners who, after marching for days, with little 
food or water, surrendered m a state of extreme· weakness, unable to march another day. The care and 
evacuatwn of these men has heavily taxed the Medical Services, who have worked untiringly. 

I have the honour to be, 

Y Olll' Lordship's most obedient servant, 

E. H. H. ALLENBY, 

General, 

Commanding-in-Chief, 

Egyptian Expeditionary Forre. 
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General Headquarters. 

Commander-in-Chi•f.-Gen. Sir E. H. H. ALLENBY, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., p.s.c. 

Chief of the General Staff.-Major-Gen. Sir A. LYNDEN-BELL, K.C.M.G. C.B. p s ( !in · h d 
Sept., 1917). ' ' . . c. re qms e ' 

Major-Gen. Sir L. J. BoLs, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., D.S.O., p.s.c. 

Rrigadier-General, General Staff.-Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) G. P. DAWNAY, C.M.G., D.S.O., 
M.V.O. (R. of 0.) (relinquished, Jan., 1918) 

Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) A. B. RoBERTS~N, C.M.G., D.S.O., 
Cameron Highlanders, p.s.c. (relinquished, April, 1918). 

Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) W. H. BARTHOLOMEW, C.M.G., D.S.O., 
R.A., p.s.c. 

Brigadier-General, General Staff (l).-Bt. Col. (temp. Rrig.-Gen.) B. T. BucKLEY, C.M.G., Northumber
land Fusiliers, p.s.c. 

Deputy Adjutant-General.-Major-Gen. Sir JoHN AnYE, K.C.M.G., C.B. (relinquished, March, 1918). 
Major-Gen. W. G. B. WESTERN, C.B., p.s.c. 

Deputy Quw-termaster-General.-Major-Gen. Sir W ALTER CAMPBELL, K,C.B., K.C.M.G., D.S.O., p.s.c. 

Assistant to Deputy Quartermaster-General.-Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) E. F. 0. GASCOIGNE, 
C.M.G., D.S.O. (R. of 0.) (relinquished, Jan., 1918). 

Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) E. EvANS, C.M.G., D.S.O., 
Wiltshire Regt., A.D.C. 

Jlajor-General, Royal Artillery.-Major-Gen. Sir S. C. U. SMITH, K.C.M.G., C.B. 

Engineer-in-Chief.-Col. (temp. Major-Gen.) H. B. H. WRIGHT, C.B., C.M.G., late R.E. 

Cllief Politwal Offi'cer.-Major (temp. Brig.-Gen.) G. F. CLAYTON, C.B., C.M.G. (R. of 0.) 

Chief Admini~trator, Occupied Enemy Territory Administration.-
Major (temp. Brig.-Gen.) G. F . CLAYTON, C.B., C.M.G. (R. of 0.) (relinquished, 

April, 1918). 
Major-Gen. Sir A. W. MoNEY, K.C.B., C.S.I., p.s.c. (O.E.T.A. South). 
\)olonel P. de PIEPAPE, C.B. (O.E.T.A. North). 
ALI RIZA PASHA EL RIKABI (O.E.T.A. East). 

Director of Army Signals.-Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) M. G. E. BowMAN-MANIFOLD, C.B., C.M.G., 
D.S.O., R.E., p.s.c. 

Director of Works.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) E . M. PAUL, C.B., late R.E. 
Director of Supplies and Transport.-Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) G. F . DAVIES, C.B., C.M.G., R.A.S.C. 
Director of Railway Traffic.-Temp. Brig.-Gen. Sir G. MACAULEY,K.C.M.G., C.B., (R. of 0.) (Bt. Major,r.p.). 
Director of Ordnance Services.- Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) P. A. BAINBRIDGE, C.R., C.M.G., R.A.O.C. 
R.A.O., Base Depot, Alexandria.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) R. W. M. JAcKSON, C.B., C.M.G., R.A.O.C. 
Director of Remounts.-Temp. Brig.-Gen. C. L. BATES, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O. 
Director of Veterinary Services.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) E. R. C. BuTLER, C.R., C.M.G. 
Director of Medwal Services.-Col. (temp. Surgeon-Gen.) Sir J. l\LmER, K.C.M.G., C.B., r.p. (relin

qui~bed, Oct., 1917). 
Col. A. E. C. KEBLE, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., A.M.S. (relinquished, Feb .. 

m~. . . 
Major-Gen. W. T. SwAN, C.B., A.M.S. (relmqmshed, Sept., 1918). 
Col. (temp. Major-Gen.) R. H . LucE, C.B., C.M.G., M.B., F'.R.C.S., T.F. 

Reserve. 
Director of Labnur.-Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) R. C. JELI.ICOE, D.S.O., R.A.S.C. 
Principal Ghaplain.- Rev. A. V. C. HoRDERN, C.M.G. (relinquished, June, 1918). 

Rev. E. R. DAY, C.M.G. 
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Director of Inland Water Transport.-"Major (temp. Col.) W. H. CoYSH, D.S.O., R.E. (relinquished. 
July, 1918). 

Temp. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) W. N. BICKET, R.E. 

Brigadier-General Training. E.E.F.-Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) A. B. RoBRRTSON, C.M.G., 
D.S.O., Cameron H1ghlanders, p.s.c. 

3rd Echelon. 
Deputy Adjutant-General.-Major (temp. Brig.-Gen.) C. P. ScuDAMORE, C.B., C.M.G. , D.S.O., r.p. 

Royal Flying Corps, Middle East Brigade. 
Commander.- Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) W. G. H. S.uMOND, D.S.O., R.A., p.s.c. (relinquished, 

Oct ., 1917). 
Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) W. S. BRANCKER, R.A. , attd. R.F.C., JJ.s.c. (relinquished on re· 

organization). 

Middle East, Royal Air Force. 
Commander.-Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Major-Gen.) W. G. H. SALMOND, D.S.O., R.A., p.s.c. 
Commanding, Palestine Brigade, R.A.F.-Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) A. E. BORTON, C.M.G., 

D.S.O., A.F.C., Royal Highlanders. 
Commanding, Trainin g Brigade, R.A.F.-Bt. Major (temp. Brig.-Gen.) P. L. W. HERBRRT, Notts. & 

Derby Regt. 

(lENERAL HEADQUARTERS TROOPS. 
Palestine Brigade, R.A.F. 

" X " Aircraft Park. 
" X" Flight. 
5th Wing (Corps Wing) :-

No~. 14, 113, 142 Squadrons, R.A.F. 
40th Wmg (Army Wing) :-

Nos. Ill, 144, 145 Squadrons, R.A.F. 
No. 1 Squadron, A.F.C. (late 67th Squadron, A.F.C.). 

No. 21 Balloon Company. 
Nos. 49, 50, 57 Balloon Sections. 

Mounted Troops. 

South Nottinghamshire Hussars (ceased to belong to E.E.F., 19/6/18). 

Artillery. 

390th and 39lst Siege Batteries, R.G.A. (ceased to belong to E.E.F., 18/l/18). 

Machine Gun Corps. 

Nos. ll and 12 Light Armoured Car Batteries (L.A.C. Brigade). 
Engineers. 

Military Printing Section (Government Press Cairo) RE 
No. 7 F1eld Survey Company, R.E. :- ' ' · · 

Topographical Section. 
Lithographic and Letterpress Section. 
Mete?rologwal Section (Stations at G.H.Q. and Jerusalem) 

1st Bndgmg Company, Canadian Railway Troops. ' 

Signal Service. 

Infantry. 

G.H.Q. Signal Cmnpany. 
~~·/Jn14• N 15, N 23, 42, 61 Airline Sections. 

• • NN, UU, Cable Sections 
Np_o. 6 W8agon WfT, and No. 6 P~ck W/T Sections. 

1geon 1 ectwn. 

38th and 39th Bns. Royal Fusiliers 
1/23rd and 2f23rd Sikh Pioneers. · 
lst and 2nd Bus. British West Indies Regt. 
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Royal Army Service ·Corps. 
(a) Mechanical Transport :-

No. 347 M.T. Company (Supply Column). 
No. 644 M.T. Company (Heavy Repair Worbhop and Stores Branch) 
~os.98596511~nTd 9C72 M.T. Company (Caterpillar Tractor Supply Columni 

o. '· . ompany (Ford Supply Company). · · 

NNos.1900056, 9M06T, 90C7, 1009, 1010, 1011, 1038, 1039, 10-!0, M.T. (Auxiliary Petrol) Coys, 
o. , . . ompany. 

Nos. 4, 6, 9, 10, 11, 16 (Egypt), l\Iobile Repair Units. 
Advanced M.T. Sub-Depot, Ludd. 

(b) Horse Transport:-
Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, Donkey Transport Companies. 

{c) Camel Transport Corps :-

"A," "B," "D," "E," " F,,, " G," " K," "L," " Jiff " " p , " T " c 
:1, , , ompanies. 

Miscellaneous. 
Corps of Guides and Interpreters. 

Lent to British Mission in Hejaz. 
No. 1 L.A.C. Batterv. 
2-10-pr. B.L. guns on Motor Lorries. 
1 Platoon, lst Garr. Bn. Royal Irish Regt. 

Detachments :-
No. 2 Camel Pepot. 
Egyptian Labour Corps. 
Egyptian Camel Corps. 
R.A.S.C. 
R.A.O.C. 

EASTERrJ FORCE. 
(Ceased to exist Aug. 12, 1917.) 

Comm<>nder.-Major-Gen. (temp. Lieut.-Gen.) Sir PmLIP W. CHETWODE, B t., K.C.B., K.C.U.G., D.S.O. 

Brigadier-General, General Stalf.-Bt. Licut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) G. P. DAWNAY, D.S.O., M.V.O. 
(R. of 0.). 

Brigadier-General, Royal Artillery.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) A. H. SHORT, C.B. 

Chief Et~gineer.- -Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) R. L. WALLER, R.E. 

Deputy Arljutant anl Quarternuster-General.- Bt. Lieut.-Co!. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) E. F. 0. GASCOIGNE, 
C.l\I.G., D.S.O. (R. of 0.). 

DESERT COLUMN. 
(Became Desert Mounted Corps Aug. 12, 1917.; 

Com>mwler.-11ajor-Gen. H. G. CHAUVEL, C.B., C.M.G. 
Brigadier-Gmeral, Royol Artillery.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) A. D'A. KING, C.B., D.S.O., r.p. (R. of 0.). 
!Jhie/ Enyineer.-Major (temp. Brig.-Gen.) R. E. !VI. Rus~ELL, D.S.O., R.E. 

DESERT MOUNTED CORPS. 
Gommander.-Major-Gen. (temp. Lieut. -Gen.) Sir H. G. CHAUVEL, K.C.B., K.C.l\LG. 

Brigadier General, General Sta.lf.-Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) R. G. H. Ho\~ARD-VYSE, C.M.G., 
D .S.O., Royal Horse Guards, p.s.c. (relmqmshd, July, 1918). 

Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) C. A. C. GomviN. D.S.O., 23rd Cavalry, 
I.A., p.s.c. 

Deputy Adjutant and Qnrtrter>Msler-General.-Major (temp. Brig.-Gen.) E. F. TREW, C.M.G., D.S.O., 
Royal Marmes, p.s.c. 

Ge1teral Officer Commctnding, Royal Artillery.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) A. D'A. KrNG, C.B., C.M.G., 
D.S.O., r.p. (R. of 0 .). 
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Mounted Troops. ). 
lflst Worcester Yeomanry (attached from XXth Corps 

Artillery. . 
lOth (Indian) J\lOlmtain Artillery Bng~de, R.G.~. 

29th, 32.nd, 39th (Indian) Mountam Battenes. 

Machine Oun Corps. 
Nos. 1, ll, 3, 4, 8, Light Car Patrols. 
No. 2 Light Armoured Car Battery. 

Si:nal Service. 
"W" Corps Signal Company. . 
"BS," " KK," " AO," Cable Sections, and " DJ " (Indian) Cable Seet10n. 
l03rd (Indian) Airline Section. 
D.C. Cable Section. W/T S t. d L -
Desert Mounted Corps Wireless Troop (formed from No. 9 Wagon ec IOU an on 

don Pack W/T Section). 
Australian Airline Section (disbanded, 23/8/18). 
Australian Imperial Force Cable Section (disbanded, 23/8/18). 
Australian Mounted Divisional Signal Company (disbanded, 23/8/18). 

Engineers. 

Iniantry. 

" D" Field Troop and Bridging Train, Australian Engineers. 
Desert Mounted Corps Pontoon Park (8 Pontoons). , 

20th Indian Infantry Brigade. 
2/155th Pioneers. 

Royal Army Service Corps. 
Nos. 3 and 5, (Egypt), Mobile Repair Unit~. 
Corps Troops Supply Column (Supply detmls only). 

Royal Army Ordnance Corps. 
No. 38 Ordnance Mobile Workshop (light). 
Corps Troops Supply Column (Ordnanoe details only). 

Miscellaneous. 
No. 1032 Area Emplo~•ment Company. 

Brief Record of Service. 
Organized on Ang. 12. 1917 , from the '·Desert Column'' \\'hi eh had been engaged throughout the 

advance from the Suez Canal at Romani Jliia<>hdeba. Bafa and at the 1st and 2nd Battles of Gaza. the 
Corps has taken a prominent part in the 'seve~al adnmees through Palestine and Syria. . 

The envelopment of the Turkish left flank resulted in the capture of Beersheba by the Austral!an 
Mounted Division on Oct. 31, 1917. During the advan~e through Philistia, the Corps, operating in front 
of the infantry, captured many important points, such as Deir Sineid and Huj (Nov. 8), Akir and Abu 
Shusheh (Nov. 15). When the infantry attack sw1.mg eastward through the Judrean Hill•, Australian 
and New Zealand troops continued to push northward against ever-stiffening resistance, capturing 
Ramleh on Nov. 15, and occupying Jaffa and Sarona on Nov. 16 and 17 respectively. The Yeomanry 
Mounted Division, covering the left flank of the XXIst Corps, advanced up the Valley of Ajalon to 
Bethhoron. The capture of Neby Musa and Jericho was effected in co-operation with the XXth Corps 
on Feb. 21, 1918, and two important raids (Amman, March 21 to April2, and Es Salt, April29 to l\Iay 4), 
proVIded heavy fighting, in which infantry of the London Division co-operated. Subseqnentlc·, the 
Desert Mounted Corps was engaged at the Gboraniyeh bridgehead a nil at other points in the J onlan 
Valley. 

H~rd marching and occasional stiff fighting were experienced in September, resulting in the eaptme 
of Jenm (Sert. 20), Nazareth (Sept. 21, after having been successfully raided on Sept. 20), Haih 
(Sept. 23), H~makb and Tiberias (Sept .25), and Damascus (Oct. 1), the last-nan1ed in conjunction 
With the Nhenfian forces. Rayak was occupied on Oct. 5, and, after a brief halt, the rapid advance 
wa• contmued, Hom~, Hama, and Aleppo being reached on Oct. 15, 22, and 26, respecti\'dy. 
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LOCATIONS OF CORPS HEADQUARTERS. 

Abasan(threemilesenstofKbnnYunus) from Aug. 12,1917 
EMni (twenty miles south-south-east 

Jericho ... . .. 
Tal at cd Dum m . . . . . 
Jerisheh (nea1· Sarona) 

. ..... from April 

of Guza.) ... ... ... ... ... . .. 
Aslnj (fiftC'en miles south of Bcersheba) 
Beersheba ... ... ... ... ... . .. 
Tcl esh She.ria . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. 
Khurbet 1\Iuntaret (near l\Iuntaret. cl 

Knncoitera) 
Hill 331 (near Julis) 
Yebna. ... 

Oot. 
Oot. 

, Nov. 
, Nov. 

, Nov. 
,, Nov. 
,, No". 

Kburbet Dei1·an (near El Kubeibe) ... , Nov. 
Talat ed Dumm ... , April 

28, l!Hi 
30, 1917 

1, 1917 
7, 1917 

8, 1917 
10, 1917 
14, 1917 
16, 1917 
25, 1918 

El Lejjun (six miles west of El Afule} ... 
Tiherias ... ... ... ... ... ... .. 
Rosh Pina (near Safed) 
El Kuneitra 
Kaukab 
Damascus 
Beirut 
Tt·ipolis 
Horns 

XXth CORPS. 

., May 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oot. 
Nov. 
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30, 191M 
6, 191~ 

16, 191M 
20, 1918 
27, 1918 
28, 1918 
29, 1918 
30, 1918 

1,1918 
30, 1918 
31, 1918 

1, 1918 

Commander.-Major-Gen. (temp. Lieut.-Gen.) Sir Pbilip W. CHETWODE, Bt., K.C.B., K.C 1\I.G., D.S.O. 
Brigadier-General, General Stfl/f.-Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) \Y. H. BARTHOLOMEW, C.IH.G., D.S.O., 

R.A., p.s.c. (relinquished, April, 1918). 
Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) A. P. WAVELL, C.M.G., M. C., Ronl 

Highlanders, p.s.c. · 

Depuly A.djuta,tt and Quartermaster-General.-Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) E. EvANS, C.l\I.G., D.S.O., 
Wiltshire Regt. A.D.C. (relin9uisbed. Jan., 1918). 

Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) C. W. PF,\RLESS, C.l\I.G., 
D.S.O., South Wales Borderers, p.s.c. 

General Office Commanding, Royal A•'tille•·y.- Col. (temp. Brig.-Geo.) A. H. SHORT, C.B., C.i\I.G. 
Ge~~eral Officer Commanding, Corps HeaV!J A.rtillery.- Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) P. de S. BuRNEY, 

C.B. (R. of 0.) 

Chief Engineer.-Bt. Lieut. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) R. L. WALLER, C.l\I.G., R.E. 

HEADQUARTERS. 

Mounted Troops. 

Artil~ry. 

1/lst Worcester Yeomanry. 

9th Mountain Artillery Brigade, R.G A.: lOth, 12th, 16th 1\Iountain Batteries. 
Hong-Koug and Singapore Mountain Battery, R.G.A. 
6lst Brigade, R.G.A. ; 379th, 420tb, 443rd Siege Batteries (ceased to belong to E.E.F., 

21/5/18.) 
96th Brigade, R.G.A. ; 9lst Heavy Battery; 300th. 378th, 383rd, 440tb, 445tb Siege 

Batteries. (445th S1ege Battery ceased to belong to E E.F., 4/.J./18.) 
97th Brigade, R.G A. ; I 95th Heavy Battery; I 34th, 20lst, 334tl·~ .J.2lst. 422nd S1ege 

Batteries. (201 st S1ege Battery ceased to belong to E E.F, 7 fo/18.) 
103rd Brigade, R.G.A. ; lOth Heavy Battery; 205th, 387th, 392nd S1ege Battenes. 
Nos. 1, 2, 3 (Mediwn), Trench Mortar Batteries, R.A. 

Machine fiun Corps. 
Half Machine Gun Company, Cape Corps. 

Entincers. 
No. 13 Pontoon Park, R.E. 
220th Army Troops Company, R.E. 
"V " Section (Sound Ranging) 7th Field Survey Company, R.E. 

Signal Troops. 
"V" Corps Signal Company, R.E. 
N 24 Airline Section, R.E. 
HAG," .~ nQ," ,, BR," Cable Sections . .tt.E. 
No. 1 Signal Section, Corps Heavy Artillery, R.E. 
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Ro)al Army Service Corps. 
(a) Mechanical Transport:- _ 
. ]'\os. 811, 963, 964, 966, 980, 983, 990, 1001 , 1008, 1030. 1072 M.T. Companie& 

(attached Heavy Artillery). . . 
Nos. 12 and 13 (Egypt}, Mob1le Reparr Umts. 

(b) Horse Transport:-
Corps Troops Train. 

(c) Camel Transport:-
" N," "U," "V," Companies. 

Royal Army Ordnance Corps. 
Nos. &2, 58, 60, Ordnance Mobile Workshops (light). 
Corps Troops Supply Column (Ordnance details only). 

Miscellaneous. 
No. 1000 Area Employment Company. 

Brief R11cord of S11rvicll. 

The Corps was formed on Aug. 2, 1917, and took over the line on the right of the XXIst Corl?s. In 
the advance into Philistia, the Turkish defences west and south-west of Reer;heba were camed on 
Oct. 31, and during the following week the enemy was swept from strong positions in the battles of 
Khuweilfeh, Sheria, and Hareira. At the beginning of December, the XXth Corps relieved the XXIst 
in the Judrean Hills, captured Jerusalem on Dec. 9, and, in the last days of the year, pushed northward 
astride the Jerusalem-Nablus road against powerful re~istance. Jericho was captured on Feb. 21, 1918, 
(in co-operation with Desert Mounted Corps), and a northerly advance, entailing stiff fighting over 
difficult ground, was made in March. 

A portion of the Corps co-operated with cavalry of the Desert Mounted Corps in the Amman raid 
(March-April) and the Es Salt raid (April-May). 

The commencement of the final operations of the ~ampaign was a vigorous attack, covered by a. 
feint on the night of Sept. 18-19, and during the following week the XXth Corps drove the Turks 
northward and westward across the rugged hills of Mount Ephraim, into the areas where enemy 
resistance bad been dislocated and disorganized by the rapid movements of the XXIst and Desert 
Mounted Corps. 

Deir f:' l Belah (beach) 
Wadi Selka (south-east of Deir d 
Belah) ... " ... 

El Fukbari ... ... 
"'El Buggar ... ... 
*Beersbcba 
*Gaza (Red House) 

LOCATIONS OF CORPS HEADQUARTERS. 

from Aug. 2, 1917 *Junction Station ... 
*Latrou ... 

Aug. IS, 1017 Jerusaiem 
Sept. 3, 1017 Rn.m Allah 
Oct. 30, 1917 *Huwarah 
Nov. 2, 1917 Nablus ... 
Nov. IS, 1017 Haifa 

*Advanced Headquarters. 

XX 1st CORPS. 

... from Nov . 
Nov. 
Jan. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 

23. 1917 
28, 1917 

3, 1918' 
19, 1918 
22, 1918 
2~, 191.3. 
29, l91tl 

Comman<ler.-Major-Gen. (temp. Lieut.-Gen.) Sir Edward S. BuLFIN, K.C.B., C.V.O. 
Brigadier-General, General Staff.-Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) E. T. HuMPHREYs, D.S.O., Lanca:>llln> 

Fusiliers, p.s.c. (relinquished, Feb., 1918). 
. Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) H. F. SALT, D.S.O., R.A., p.s.c. 

Deputy Ad7utant <tnd QU!trlennaster-General.-Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) St. G. B. ARMSTRONG, R.l\I.L.I., 
p.s.c. 

General Officer Commanding, Royal Artille,:y.-Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) H. A. D. SrMPSON RHKIE, 

C.B., C.M.G., R.A., p.s.c. 
General Officer Commanding, Corps Heavy Artillery.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) 0. C. WrLLTAMSON-OSW.l.LD, 
Ohie . . . C.B., C.l\I.G., R.G.A. 

I Eng•neer.-Ma]or (temp. Br1g.-Gen.) R. P. T. HAWKSLEY, C.M.G., D.S.O., R.E. 
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HEADQUARTERS. 
Mounted Troops. 

Artillery. 

Composite Yeomanry Regiment(" A" S d and "A, and "B, S d 1/ qua ron, Duke of Lancaster's Own Yeomanry 
5 ' h . . . . qua rons, 1st Herts. Yeomanry) ' 

,.t DIVISIOnal Cychst Company. · · 

8th Mountain Artillery Brigade, R.G.A.: 11th 13th 17th M t · · 
95th Brigade, R.G.A. ; 181st Heav Batter : ' oun am Battenes. 

Batteries. (320th and 322nd siege Batle;ie~o~:;el\~~el~~?t~, ~2;~ 3~4th Siege 
100th Bngade, R.G.A. ; 15th Heavy Batterv. 43rd 299nd 423 d §· 0 B · "'. /4/IS.) 

and 423rd Siege Batteries ceased to bel~ng to' E E F' 7j5r/18 )•ege attenes. (292nd 
10rynd B . d R G A . . ., . ~ . nga e, . . . ; 189th, 202nd Heavy Batteries · 209th 380th 424th s· B 

tenes. (424th Sie_ge _Battery ceased to belong to E.E.F., S/1/18.)' Jege at· 
Nos. 55, 121, 123 Ant1-Arrcraft Sections, R.A. 
Nos. 4, 5, 6 (iliedmm), Trench Mortar Batteries, R.A. 

£ngineers. 
14th A.T. Company, R.E. 
" N " and " ~N " Sections (Sound Ranging) 7th Field Survey Company RE 
28th Observatwn Group, 7th Field Survey Company, R.E. ' · · 

Signal Service. 

Infantry. 

"U" Corps Signal Company, R.E. 
N 21 Airline Section, R.E. 
" DH " (Indian), " HH " and " GY " Cable Sections, R.E. 
No. 12 Pack W/T Section, R.E. 
No. 2 Signal Section Corps Heavy Artillery, R.E. 

2nd Battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment (ceased to belong to E.E.F., 7/5/18). 
2/107th Pwneers. 

Royal Army Service Corps. 
(a) Mechanical Transport :-

Nos. 810, 904, 951, 952, 955, 96G, 967, 982, 984, 988, 989, 1031, 1032, 1073 M.T. 
Companies (attached HeaYy Artillery). (Nos. 810, 1031, 1032 Companies ceased 
to belong to E.E.F., 21/5/18.) · 

Nos. 1 and 2 (Egypt), Mobile Repair Units. 

(b) Horse Transport:-
Corps Troops Train. 

(c) Camel Transport :-
" C," " H," and "R " Companies. 

Royal Army Ordnance Corps. 
Nos. 37 and 59 Ordnance Mobile Workshops (light). 
Corps Troops Supply Column (Ordnance details only). 

Miscellaneous. 
No. 1031 Area Employment Company. 

Brief Record of Service. 
The Corps was organized on Aug. 12, 1917, and took over the Coastal and Sheikh A bbas sectoro, 

which it held until the general advance started. Gaza was captured on Nov. 7, and the rapid advance 
through Philist.ia into the Judrean hills (in co-operation with the Desert Mounted Corps), earned the 
troops of the XXIst Corps to within five miles of Jerusalem by Nov. 21. During tbis _advance the 
nature ol ';he fighting changed from trench warfare to open warfare, and then to hill fightmg. In 
December, on relief by the XXtb Corps, the XXht relieved the Desert Mounterl CorJ.lS on the new hnP 
from Midieh to the sea. The crossing of the Auja, in Dec., 1917, and the diffic·ult h1ll fightmg around 
the Wadi Ballut, in ]\'[arch and April, 1918, advanced the line to an average depth of SIX nules. 

n 



THE ADVANCE OF THE 

On Sept. 19, the right of the strong Turkish defensive system was broken in the battle of Sharon, 
Kefr Kasim, Jiljulieh, Tireh, and Tu! Keram were captured, and the flank rolled up to a.llow the 
mounted troops to carry out the envelopment required of them. 

After a brief halt at Haifa, the advancG northward was continued on Ort. 1, and as the result of 
hard marching, Beirut and Tripolis were occupied on Oct. 8 and 18 respectively. 

LOCATIONS 011' CORPS HEADQUARTERS. 
.. from Jan. 

April 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept .. 
Oct. 

4, 1918 
I, !918 Deir ol Belah ... from Aug. 12, HH7 Jaffa. 

•Raspberry Hill (2! miles east of D('ir Jerisheh (near Sarona) 

•n=~BS:e~~ ::: ::: ... ... ~~~: 1 ~: !~g *Sabieh ... 

19, 1918 
21.1918 

•JewMh Colony (near Beit Duras) Nov. 14, 1917 *Tul Keram 
•El Kuka.b ... ... ... ... ... Nqv, 1!\ 1917 Haifa. 

28, 1918 
8, 1918-

Bir Sa.lom (Getman Orphanage. near Beirut . .. . .. 
Ramleb) ... ... ... ... ... ... Nov. 28, 1917 

• Advanced Headquarters. 

CH-A VTOR'S FORCE. 
(During Operations, Sept. 19 to Oct. 31, 1918). 

Commander.-Col. (temp. Major-Gen.) Sir E. W. C. CHAYTOR, K.C.l\'LG., C.R., p.s.c., A.D.C. 
(And Staff of the Australian and New Zealand Mounted Division.) 

HEADQUARTERS. 
Mounted Troops. 

Australian and New Zealand Mounted Division (less one Squadron). 

Artillery. 
A/263 Battery, R.F.A. 
No. 195 Heavy Battery, R.G.A. 
29th and 32nd (Indian), Mountain Batteries, R.G.A. 
No. 6 (Medium) Trench Mortar Battery, R.A. 
Nos. 96, 102, 103 Anti-Aircraft Sections, R.A. 

Engineers. 
Detachment No. 35 A.T. Company, R.E. 

Infantry. 
38th and 39th Battalions Royal Fusiliers. 
20th Indian Brigade. 
1st and 2nd Battalions British West Indies Regiment. 

Brief Record of Service. · 
Sept. IS.~ The Force, constituted as above, held the eastern end of the British line, including the Ghoraniyeh bridgehead. 

W_E~T OF JoRDAN. E.a.sT OF JoRDAN 

I9.-Thr~d:~ds B~~"~ riV~stRmd;es Regiment captured Sept. 22.-The 2nd L;gbt Horse Br;gade captured Tel er 
daY ou o a r 1dge, and on the followmg Rame, a Turkish strong post seven miles south· 

east of the Ghoraniyeh bridge. 
23.-The l~t Light Horse, with 2nd British 'Vest Indies 

R~g1ment, captured Mafid Jozeleb, and the 2nd 
L1ght Horse took Kabr 1\Iujahid, while the New 
Zealand Mounted Rifles, having crossed the 
~~r~~t. pushed rapidly eastward and seized 

20.-captured Bakr and Chalk Ridges, while 1st British 
West lndies Regiment captured Grant Hill and 
B~gba1at, and the Auckland Mounted Rifles 
se1zed Kh. Fusail and Tel Sh. edh Dhiab. 

22.-Tbe 38th Battalion Royal Fusiliers advanced to 
Mankattat el 1\Iallaha and, with the assistance 
of two compn.nies of the 39th Battalion, cap
tured the ford u.t Umm esh Shert 

_ll'urthe~ north, the New Zeal~nd Mounted 
Rdles ~rJgade _captured El 1\Iak.hruk and Abd 
el. ~{~dtr, takmg 500 prisoners, including a 
DIVIStonal Commander, and blockino- the im
portant road viU the bridge at Jisr ed Damieh 
between Nablus, west of Jordan, and Es Salt 
on the eas~. The bridge itself was captured by 
the N~'~ Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade and 
lst Bntls~ West lndies Regiment. 1st Light 
Hor~e Brtgade and 2nd British West lndies 
Regtment were engaged near l\laftd Jozeleh. 

23.--All enemy Ollposition ceased on west bank of 
Jordan 

2·1.-A~::s~.ir and Ain Hemar occupied by 2nd Light 

25.-Tbe Auckland Mounted Rifles succeeded in cutting 
the Hejaz .Railway near Kalaat ez Zerka, and 
the 2nd Ltght Horse and N .Z.M.R. Brigades 
and the 1st A.L.H. Regt. capt.ured Annnan, 
the ~anterbury Mounted Rifles takin 

'16 Ttromme~1L purL in this latter engagen;ent.g a 
- .- le ~s~ Ligh.t Horse captured Kalaat ez Zerka 

~7~a ,o,~~n,t~~ht Horse cut the rnilway uorth 0 f 
~7.-lst Li~ht Hor~e engaged a bolh or the enemv 

n~.rtl ?f \V ndi el Hnmmn'm, taking 30l1 
'>g p11Sone1s and. two machine guHs. 
- .-The 1\Iaau gan:t~on, c-onsi.:;tiug of 4,066 (•ffil·t>r'i 

and ~nen, "tth twelve gun:l nnd t.hirt\·-fi,·e 
HUic-l_nnl' ~llHS, surn:ntle-rt·ll to th~ :.!nJ Li .. •ht 
IIor~;e Br1gade near El Kastal. 0 
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FRENCH DETACHMENT. 
, (Detachement Fran~ais de Palestine et Syrie.) 

f'ommander.-Col. P. de Prii:PAPE, C.B. 

HEADQUARTERS. 
Infantry. 

Regiment of TirailleurR, consisting of 7t-h Battalion 1st Tira ilkurs and 9th Battalion 2nd 
Tirailleurs, Algerians, with section of 2 guns. 

Regiment Legion d'Orient, consisting of 1st and 2nd Battalions Armenians, and 23rd 
Company Syrians, with section of 2 guns. 

5th Garrison Battalion of 115th Territorial Regiment. 
3rd Battalion Legion d'Orient. 

Cavalry. 
Two Squadrons, 1st Regiment of Spabis. 
Two Squadrons, 4th Regiment C'hasseurs d' Afrique. 
One Machine Gun Troop (dismounted). 

Artillery Group. 
1st Battery. 
14th Battery of 5th African Field Artillery Group. 
30th Battery of 2nd Mountain Artillery Regiment. 
30th llfued Munition Section. 

Engineers. 
19/6 Company 2nd Engineer Regiment (three sections Sappers and Miners). 

Signals. 
Signal Section of 8th Engineer Regiment (4th Section of above Engineer Company). 

Artillery and Engineer Services. 
Subsidiary Depots of the main Artillery and Engineer Base Depot at Port Said. 

Medical Service. 
Nos. 2/P and 3/P Mountain Ambulances. 
Stret<Jher-Bearer Group. 
No. 2 Field Hospital and C.C.S. 
Advanced Depot of Medical Stores ar..d Material. 

Supply Section of Detachment. 
M.T. Section. 

Transport of Material. 
Military Police. 

Three mounted, and one dismounted "Brigades.·· 

Bl'ief Recol'd of Sel'vico. 
1918. CAVALRY, 

Sept. 18.-At Jaf!a. 
1 D.-Advanced in co-operation with 5th Australian 

Light Horse, crossed the Tul Keram-Haifa road, 
capturing an enemy battery and seizing a con
voy of guns, supplies, and a detachment of the 
Turkish Field Trea.su ry. 

20.-Co-operated with 5th Australian Light Horse in 
the successful raid to cut the Tul Keram- Jenin 
railway. 

21.-Entered Nablus in face of determined resistance 
and captured 700 prisonet·s, two guns, and nine 
machine guns. 

27 .-Carried out a demonstration against enemy hold~ 
ing the Jordan crossing near the vil1age of 
Mishmar Hayarden, and forded the river 700 
yards south of Jisr Benat Yakub. 

29.-lnvolved in severe night fighting at Sasa, wbf're 
two guns and several machine guns were cap
tured. 

. , 30.-Moved, dismounted, along the bill~> of Kalabet el 
Mezza, brushing aside all oppol'lilion, and 
blocked the gorge N.W. of Er Rnhnfl, and eo· 
operated with 6th Light Horse Bri_gS~de in 
capture of 4,000 priE:oners. 

J918. INFANTRY. 
Sept. 18.-The infantry of the detachmt:nt held the ridge 

north of the ·wadi Ballut., \l'Jtb a front of nearly 
6,000 yards, between Rafat and Kh. Umm el 
lkba; with lOth Dtvisi6n on its right, and 
54th Division on its left., 

Oct. 

19. ·-0430.-The attack started, and in spite of vigorous 
resistance, Three Bu>~heA Hill 

0515.-was stormed, and this initial success was 
followl'd by the capture of 

05-15.- Scurry Hill. In this brief action, 2 I 2 
prisoners (including ~ixtcen officers) and 
nine machine g-uns were taken. 

0700.-Deir el Kussis reached, but as the position 
was exposed and the situation uncertain, 
this advanced point was not held. 

1415.- Two Cairns Hill captured and the enemy 
driven into the \radi Ayun . 

2350.-Deir e ] Kussis, which had been reo~'cupied 
again captur~?-d and consolidated. 

0500.-Arara and ZawiC'h captured. 
8.- Raifa. reached and Oct. I 0.-Left Damascus for Beirut. 

Oct. 20.-the Dotnchment entered Beirut. 
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ITALIAN DETACHMENT. 
(Distaccamento Italiano di Palestina.) 

d L. t c 1 C F <ANCESCO D' AaosTINO Corps of Bersa<>lieri (1 elinquished, Sept. 9, 1918). 
Comman er.- teu .- _o. av. t ' • . o 

Lieut.-C'ol. Cav. GusTAVO PEsEN'fl, Corps of Alpm1. 

Head<Juarters. 
Roval Carabinieri Company. 
Bersaglieri Company. 
Cacciatori Company. 
Mounted Carabinieri Platoon. 
Port Said Base and Composite Plat"on. 
9pecial Platoon. 
Ex-Pri,oners-of-War Company. 

Brief Record of Service. 

The Italian Palestine Detachment was formed on July 1, 1917. . 
On Nov. 8 and following days, it formed part of the mobile column known as the Composite Force, 

and took part in the capture of the Atawineh Redoubt Trench Syste':' and the advance north of Gaza. 
The Detachment wa' present at the fall of .Jerusalem, and furmshed a Guard of Honom. at the 

official entry of General Allenby on Dec. 11; sinee when important guard duties have been contmnously 
performed at Jerusalem, Junction Station, Jaffa, and other centres. 

4th CAVALRY DIVISION. 

(Late 1st Mounted Division, late Yeomanry Mounted Division.) 

Commnnder.-i\olajor- Cen. Sir G. de S. BARRLlW, K.C.M.G., C.B., p.s.c. 

lOth Cavalry Brigade (late 6th Mounted Brigade, late 1/2nd South Midland l\Io1mted Brigade):
Com;nander.-Col. (temp. Rrig.-Gen.) T. M. S. Pitt, 2nd County of London Yeomanry (relinquished, 

July, 1918). · 
Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) C. A. C. GonwiN, D.S.O., 23rd Cavalry, I.A. (relin

quisherl, Aug., l91R). 
Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) R. G. H. Howard-Vyse, C.M.G., D.S.O. , Royal Horse 

Guards, p.s.c. (relinquished, Sept. , 1918). · 
Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) W. G. K. GREEN, D.S.O., 36th Jacob's Horse, I.A. 

1/l st Dorset Yeomanry, 2nd Lancers, 38th Central India Horse. 
l jlst Bucks Yeomanry and 1/1st Berks. Yeomanry (ceased to belong to E.E.F., 19/6/18). 
lOth Cavalry Brigade Signal Troop, R.E. 
17th Machine Gun Squadron. 

IIth Cavalry Brigade (late 8th Mounted Brigade, late l jlst London Mounted Brigade):
Commander.-Col. (_temp.,Bri[(.-Gen.) A. H. l\1. TAYLOR, D.S.O. , (relinquished, Sept., 1917). _ 

Bt. L1eut.-Col. (temp. Br1g.-Gen.) C. S. Rmm, D.S.O., 11th Hussars (relinquished June 
1918). , ' 

Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) C. L. GREGORY, C.l3., 19th Lancers, p.s.c. 

l /1st C.ounty of London Yeomanry, 29th Lancers, 36th J acob's Horse. 
lflst C1ty of London Yeomanry, and l/3rd County of London Yeomanry (ceased to belong 

to E.E.F., 2/7/18). 
11th Cavalry Brigade Signal Troop, R.E. 
21st Machine Gun Squadron. 

IZth Cavalry Brigade (late 22nd Mounted Brigade, late 1/lst North 1\Iidland Mounted Brigade):
Commmuler.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.)l!' .. A. B. FRYER (relinquished, Dec., 1917}. 

Bt. LJeut:·Col. (temp. Bng.-Gen.) P. D. FrTZGERALD, D.S.O., 11th Hussars, p.s.c. (re-
. lmqmshed, April, 1918). , 

L1eut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) J. T. WIGAN, C.i\I.G., D.S.O., Berks. Yeomanry. 
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I(Ist S~affordshire Yeomanry, 6th Cavalry, 19th Lancers. 
1/lst Lmcolnshrre Yeomanry and 1/ l st East Riding Yeomanry (ceased to belong to E E F 

2(7/18). . .. , 
12th Cavalry Brigade Signal Troop, R.E. 
18th Machine Gun Squadron. 

Corps Cavalry Regin-.ent. l /2nd Colmty of London Yeomanry (ceased to belong to E.E.F., 28(5/18). 

Divisional Troops. 

20th Brigade, R.H.A. (1/ lst Berks., Ramps., and Leicester Batteries, and Brigade Ammuni· 
twn Colnun. 

4th Field Squadron (late No. 6), R.E. 
4th Canlry Division Signal Squadron, R.E. 
4th Cavalry Divisional Train. (Nos. 999! 1000, 1001, 1002 Companies, R.A.S.C.). 
lOth, 11th, 12th Cavalry Bngade Mob1le Vetermary Sections. 

Brief Record of Service. 

The Yeomanry Regiments of which the Yeomanry Division was composed left England in 1915, 
and served as detached bngad~s and reg1ments on the Egyptian, Gallipoli and Salonika fronts : and 
w1th Desert Column took part m the advance from the Suez Canal, culminating in the battles of Gaza 
in March and April, 1917. 

On the reorganization in Aug., 1917, it joined the Desert Mounted Corps as the Yeomanry 
Division. Sbc regiments were withdrawn in April, 1918, for service as machine-gunners on the 
Western Front, the vacancies being filled by Indian Cavalry Regiments. The division was renamed 
"4th Cavalry Division" in July, 1918, and 6th, 8th, and 22nd Mounted Brigades became lOth, 11th, 
and 12th Cavalry Brigades, respectively. 

YEOMANRY MouNTED DIVISION. 

1n17. 
Oct. 26.-Tho Division was detached as Army R-eserve, and 

concentrated about Hiseia and Shellal, but 8th 
1\[ountedBrigade was lent to Australian liounted 
Division and held an outpost line from near El 
Buggar north-westward to Point 280 near Kh. 
Umm Rijl, a length of twelve miles. The right 
of this line was held by 1st County of London 
(Middlesex) Yeomanry, with 3rd County of 
London Yeomanry on the left, and City of 
London Yeomanry in reserve at Karm. 

27.-l\Iiddlesex Yeomanry were heavily attacked at 
04-15 by a force of all arms estimated at 3,000-
4,000. The garrison at Point 630, although al
most surrounded by 0515, defended the posi
tion throughout the day against repeated 
assaults, until relieved by infantry of !58th 
Brigade at 1600. 3rd Australian },igM Horse 
B1·igadeo were ordered up fL·om Shellal to support 
t.ho squadron holding the knoll Point 720, but, 
before they could anive the post was subjected 
to concentrated shell-fire and overwhelmed by 
a combined mounted and dismounted attack. 
The reserve regiment frustrated an attempt to 
break through between Points 720 and 630, and 
at dusk when the enemy withdrew, former 
position was reooccupied. 

Nov. 8.-The division moving north-eastward, as a part of 
"Barrow's Detachment," encountered stiff re
sistance at Kh. 1\fujeidilat. G'ity of London and 
Middlesex Yeomanry attacked but were unable 
to dislodge the enemy and orde1·s wero received 
to b1·eak off tho action and march to Tel esh 
Sheria. 

9 The division moved vid Huj, Zcita, and El MejdeJ.. 
to 11 and 

12.-relieved Australian and New Zealand (Anzac) 
Division along the 'Vadi Sukereir between 52nd 
Division and the !'lea. 

13.-Gth and ~th Mounted Brigades occupied Beshshit 
and Yebnah respectivdy in conjunction with 
the infantry attaC'k on Ka.trah and El :Uughar. 
PatrolR found KuLeibeb and Zemukah strongly 

1917. 
Nov. 13.-held and the inFantry advance was checked near 

El Mughar. 8th ~iounted Brigade moved on 
Zernukab and Kubeibeh; 22nd Brigade was held 
in readiness to attack Akir as soon as F.l Mubarg 
was taken ; while Gth Bri~adc were ordered to 
attack the r idge running north-east from El 
Mugha.r. At 1 500 Royal Bucks Hussars and 
Dorset Yeomanry charged the El Mughar ridge 
from the 'Vadi Jamu!'l riding 4,500 yards across 
an open plain devoid of cover, and subj~cted 
throughout to galling shell, machine-gun, and 
rifle fire. The whole hostile position was cap
tured and consolidated by 1530 and 1,096 pri
soners, two field guns, aB.d fourteen maC'hine 
guns ta.l:en. (Later in the evening the village 
was cleared and two squadrons Berkshire Yeo. 
manry captured a further 400 prisoners.) 

22nd Mounted Brigade attacked Akir at 
1530, but were held up until nightfall. Th!. 
brigade rounded tlp seventy-two prisoners a_nd & 

machine gun retiring from the El Mughar ~1dge. 
14.-Middlesex Yeomanry (8th 1\Iounted Bngade) 

occupied Zernuknh and Kubeibeh at d~wn. 
Imperial Camel Brigade, attached, remamed 
about Zernukah and Kubeibeh to watch the 
north, while the division moved east on Kh. 
Sclmeb, Naaneh, and Bir Gbaz.lun. 22nd 
Brigade took Naaneh at 1430 with sixty prison
ers and one gun, and demolished one mile of 
railway to the south. 

15.-Tho Sidun-Abu Shusheh Ridge, attacked at 
0700 from south-west and north-west by 6th ~d 
22nd Mounted Bri~adcs, with one battalion 
l81perial Came] Corps Brigado attached, '~a!J 
strongly held. LeicestC'r8hire and B_e~~hire 
Batteries, R.H.A .. assisted by 75th D1vls~o?a.l 
Artillery, covered t he aclvanC'e, but the pos1hon 
was ouly taken at 0000 after a stubborn re
sistance when a mounted charge by DoraC't 
Yeoma~ry routed the enemy with the loRs of 
360 prisoners and ono gun. Over (QO Turks 
woro killed in this engagement. 
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N;:l 7jg Bdgades pushed forward into the Judrean Hills, 
along rock-strewn w~>dis,_ and by tracks w.h.Jch 
existed only in name. L1ttle e.nemy opposltLon 
was encountt>red but difficutties of terrain ren
Ucred rapid moYement impo~sible. 

to 

to 

19 

~0.-Strong organized resistance was encountered 
around Beitunia. 

~I.-6th Mounted Brigade renewed its attack on 
Bdtuuia, supported by Lincoln Yeomanry (22n.d 
Brigade), but were opposed by fresh troops 
brought from Aleppo. numerous and well
trained, who counter.attacked and forced a 
withdrawal. Meanwhile, East Riding Yeomanry 
(:!2nd BrigadP) were held up at Ramallah, and 
the division was ordered to fa ll back on Beit Ur 
el Foka. and Beit Ur et Tahta. 

25.-Leicester Battery. R.H.A., by superhuman efforts 
man-handled ihcir guns up to Foka, and 

26.-Berk.shire Battery arrived at Taht.a. 
27.-An enemy force 400 strong, supported by a howit 

zer battery, attacked Sh. Abu ez Zeitoun, one 
mile east of Foka. The garrison (6th Mounted 
B1·igade} held out throughout the day although 
outnumbered seven to one. At t.he same time, 
200 Turks attacked the left of 8th Mounted 
Brigade near Beit Dnkka, and 2,000 hostile in
fantry were known to be concentrating a t Bei
tunia. 7th Mounted Brigade (Corps Reserve) 
were sent up from Zernukah in support, made a 
forced march, and 

28.-arrived at Tahta at 0500. A strong attack was 
launched against 22nd Brigade at 0630, but 
Sherwood Rangers and South Notts. Hussars 
(7th Brigade} reinforced and the attack was 
held. l55th Brigade (52nd Division), ordered 
up to cover the left flank of the defence, arrived 
a t 0900. :Meanwhile tb.e post at Zeitoun, after 
a most stubborn resistance, wa!:l overwhelmed 
a.t 0800, and the brigade was forced to fall 
oack to the ridge between Foka and Tahta. 
The attack on 7th l\'Iounted Brigade was re· 
newed after dark, but, with assistance from 
lf7th Scottish Rifles (52nd Division), the attack 
wa.s beaten off. 

29 AuRtralian 1\Iounted Division came up on the left; 

30 

52nd and 74th Divisions relieved the Yeomanry, 
who, after ten days arduous fighting over diffi
cult ground, went into bivouac for rest and 
refitting at El Mughar. 

Nov. 30 (The division wa!'l inspected by the Com-
mander-in-Chief in December; January was 
~pent in refitting and training; and February 
m salvage work on the old trench lines south of 
Gaza_. In 1\~arch the division moved up to the 
\Vadt Su.ker1er, but, on April 2, returned to 

1~18. "Belah for reorganizfl.tion.) 
Aprtl 24.-Gth Mounted Brigade, with Middlesex Yeomanry 

and Mysore Imperial Lancers, were ordered to 
march to .Jordan Valley to take part in the 
Es ~alt ra1d , and reached the point of concen
tratiOn on April 29. 

May 2.-The brigade crossed the Jordan in support of 
Australian and. New Ze-n land Mounted Troops, 
who were holdmg a defensive flank northward 
to. cover the withdrawal from Es Salt. The 
b.r1gade was not engaged and re-crossed the 
rtver d~tring the night May 3-4. 

(Dunng the following week the remainder of 
the_ division reached the valley; the Indian 
reg~ments, to replace the units withdrawn 

May 
1o 

July 

arnved; and ~he reorganiza.t ion was complet~>-: 
Constant patl·ollmg and consolidation of defences 

were carried on in the heat and dust of the 
Jord_an Valley. The enemy was completely 
dommated ; seJi'enty prisoners Wf're captured 
:~~o~:~:r~O Turk~ killed or wounded in patroi 

4TH UAVALRY DIVISION. 

1018. 
July 19.-'J'he division went into camp at Ras Deiran to 

rest and recoup. 
Aug. 8.-Division retu rned to the Jordan Vall('y, and once 

more took over patrol dut.ies. 20th J,anctlrS 
and 3Gt.h Jaoob's Horse ( L1 th Cavalry Brigade) 
were engaged in suct:'essful patr·ol encounters. 
Climatic conditions improved and training could 
be carried on. 

Sept. l B.-Concentrated in the orange gro>eS near Selmeh. 
19.-Divisional artillery supported the infantry attack, 

and pioneer parties advanced in rea1· of 7th 
Division to cut gaps in the wire and flag the 
routes for the ca\"'alry tlu·ough the captured 
defences. 

llth Ca.valry Brigade passed through tho wire 
at 0858, and moved rapidly northwa rd to the 
Kakon-Liktera switch line, where the advanced 
guard came under fire. The position was 
gnlloped by Jacob's Horse and 250 prisoners 
taken. By 1800 lOth Brigade was moving on 
Kerkur, 12th Brigade was at Jf'lameh, head
quarters and 11th Brigade at Tel ed Dhrur. 
2nd Lancers (lOth Brigade) advanced up the 
Kerkur-Lejjun defile, and at 2145 No. 11 Light 
Armoured Car Battery was attached to the 
Lancers to reconnoitre the Musmus Pass, which 
was found clear. 

20.-Lejjun was occupied at 0330 and two hours later 
2nd Lancers and the armoured cars moved on 
El Afule. On debauching from the Pass the 
Turks were encountered in strength astride the 
road. One squadron and the cars held the 
enemy in front while the remainder of the 
regiment charged their left flank, killing or 
wounding forty-six and capturing 470. 12th 
Brigade occupied E l Afule at 0800, and cap
tured ten locomotives, fift.y trucks, and three 
aeroplanes, while the armoured cars captured 
twelve lorries driven by Germans endeavouring 
to escape by Beisan. By 0900 all railway lines 
radiating from El Afule had been cut, and the 
division moved on Beisan at 1300, leavinrT 'one 
regiment to hold aU roads to the north. t>lOth 
Brigade re~cbed Beisan at 1630 (having cap
tured 800 prisoners en route), and galloped over 
all opposition, taking 100 prisoners and three 
l5cm. howitzers which were manned to cover 
the roads to south and east. The division 
concentrated at Beisan at 1800, and 19th 
Lancers (12th Brigade) were sent by a. difficult 
~tountainous road to hold the Jordan crossing 

21.-J.isrell\Iujamia, where they arrived at0800. South 
of. Beisan 38th Central India Horse (lOth 
Bngade) captured 158 prisoners as the result 
of a moonlight charge. All roads in the neigh
bo_urhood were picquetted and 3,000 were made 
pr1soner or gave themselves up to our patrols 
tluring the night. 

22.~Jncob's Horse crossed the Jmdan at Jisr Esh Sh. 
Hussein to patrol the east bank and to round 
np fugitives. No. ll Light Armoured Car 
Battery left to join Desert 1\lounted Corps 
Headquarters. · 

23.-Central India. Horse relieved 19th Lancers at 
Jisr ell\Iujam.ia. At 0600 llth Brigade moved 
south along both banks of the Jordan to cut off 
the retre_at of Se.,..enth Turkish Army. Patrulfi 
o~ 29t~ Lancer.s were fired on at os:{il, from the 
l1Jrect10n of 111nkt Abu )laj, by a. force covering 
the fortl. i'.Iidtlle:-1ex Yeomanry moved around 
the enemy's left flank while. two squadn•wt 
29th LnnC'ers ,,har_!!;?d a. llluund furtning tbe 
centre of thl'l ho:-;t,le po~ition ant l cavturt:d. 
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1918. 
Sept. 23.--800 prisoners and fifteen mn.ohine guns. Two 

charge& by Jacob's Horse on the left butk were 
held, and the Hampsl1ire Battery was ordered 
up. The bttttery came into action in the open, 
but was immeclia.tely subjected t.o a hea.vy and 
accurate fire from two concealed enemy batteries. 
'l'lte situation wa..s cleared by a aqua.droa of 
.Middlesex Yeomanry, who forded the river a.t 
Ma.kt. Fata.hallah' and charged the guns, putting 
thera out of a.ction. The enemy t.hereupon 
withdrew, abandoat.g la.r&• quantities of stores 
a.nd eutlering heavy ca.suaJties from machine. 
gun fire. 

24.-Tke ma.rch southwa.rd continued. :P.liddlesex 
Yeom&nry encountered a hostile advanced 
gua.rd, estimated at 1,200 with numerous 

· maChiae guns, in the \Va.di !,Ialeh. Hampshire 
gun:aer1 came into a.ction and the Turks were 
tlriven back to the Jordan in hopeless rout, 
expoeillg the main body to immediate attack. 
On the west bank 4,000 prisoners (including 
Ru1hdi Bey, commanding 16th Division), 
tweaty.nine machine guns and 8,000 rifles 
were takeu, and the few Turks who got awa.y 
a.oro11!1 th& river were driven into barren a.nd 
w&terleas country. A further 1,000 priaoners 
were rounded up by Dorset Yeomanry at Ain 
el Baida.. 

215.-Divillioa concentra.ted atBt>isan with lOth Brie:ade 
at .Tin el Mujamia, in preparation for operatiou.s 
enet of Jordaa. 

26.-1 OthBrigad.e engaged enemy holding aline through 
Zebda-lrbid- Beitra..s. One llqua..dron2ndLancer~ 
eo..-ered deployment, while remainder of the 
regiment fought its '"ay round the north flank. 
Oentral India Hon~e captured Zebda, and by 
Algb.tfaJI Irbid wal!l closely iavested on north, 
weet, and south. 

12th Briga.de moved to Esh Shuni, and 
Divist-.."Oa.l Hea..t.quartera ud 11th Brigade to 
J'iu el .Muiamia. 

HHS. 
Sept. 27.-I.bi~ was evaoua.ted during the night, and lOth 

Br·1gade followed up the ret<e&t a.nd forced an 
action at Er Remte. Dorset Yeoma-nry at· 
tacked from west and south-west at 1035, while 
remainder of brigade worked round under cover 
to out the line of retreat eut to De<aa. Tbe 
enemy counter·attacked Dorset Yeomanry, but 
the a.dvanced squadron was withdrawn, mounted, 
and la.unohed upon the counte•·atta.oking force. 
TwoD.ty.five of the enemy were killed in the 
charge and the rest fled in diso•der to the village. 
A charge by Central India Horse near Tuicle 
was equa11y successful, and by 1150 the Turks 
were in full retreat lea.ving 187 prisoners and 
o..-er twenty machine guns and automatic rifles 
in our bands. 

During the night pa.trols gained touch with 
Sberifian troops operating a.gainat Dera.a. 

28.-The Division moved on Deraa. which was found 
to have been occupied by the Sherifian Army. 
lOtb Brigade remained about Del&& and the 
met of the division moved to 1\!ezerib. 

29.-Division marched north a.long the Haj road with 
Sherifian A•my on the right. 

30.-11 t.h Bl'igade, acting &s a.dv&nced guard, reached 
Khiya.ra. at 1700, where it was shelled from 
the Jebel el M.a.nia a.nd an enemy column 
was seen retiring on K.iswe. The village was 
cleand by a. mounted charge, one regiment was 
sent in pur8uit, while the brigade pushed forward 
on Khan Denun. Some of the enemy eteaped 
up the Ateep slopes of J ebel el Mania and t he 
rest retired in dillorganized rout on K.iawe. 

Oct. 1.- 'l'he Division camped in the neighbourhood of 
Da.raya., having covered 140 miles oTer difficult 
country in aix da.ya. 

The march W&l!l continued vig Khan Meizelu11.. 
to Zebdani, a.nd Shtora., to Baa.lbek. whence 12th 

16 Bri&a.de pu1bed on to Lebwe. 
(Tota.1 p<iaonen taken from Sept. 19 to Oot. 16 

were app•oximatelv 20,000.) 

5th CAVALRY DIVISION. 
(Late 2nd Mounted Diviaion.) 

Commander.-Major-Gen. H. J. M. MAcANI>REW, C.B., D.S.O. 

13111 Cavalry Brigade (late 5th Mounted Brigade). 
Comm<Jndtr.-Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) P. D. FITZGERALD, D$.0., 11th Hussars (relinqulsbed, 

Dec., 1917). d H ( li 
Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) P. J. V. KELLY, C.M.G., D.S.O., 3r ussars re D· 

quished, Oct., 1918). 
Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen..) G. A. WEIR, D.S.O., 3rd Dragoon Guards. 

1/lst Warwickshire Yeomanry (ceased to belong to E.E.F., 19/ 6/ 18). 
1/lst Gloucester Yeomanry, 9th Hodson's Horse, 18th Lancers. . 
13th Cavalry Brigade Signal Troop, R.E. 
19tlt Machine Gun Squadron. 

14th Cavalry Brigade (late 7th Mounted Brigade). 
Oq11wvmder.-Lieut.-Col. (temp. Bri:;.-Gen.) J. T. Wigan. C.M.G., D.S.O., Berks. Yeomanry (re· 

linquished, Dec., 1917). 
Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) G. V. CLARKE, D.S.O., Cit-y of London Yeomanry. 

1/lst Sherwood Rangers, 20th Deccan Horse, 34th Poona Horse. 
Hth Cavalry Brigade Signal Troop, R.E. 
20th Machine Gun Squadron. 
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15th (Imperial Service) Cavalry Brigade (late I.S. Cavalry Brigade). 
Commandcr.-Lient.·Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) C. R. HAnnonn, D.S.O. , 30th Lancers, I.A. 

Jodhpore I.S. Lancers, Mysore I.S. Lancers, Ist Hyderabad I.S. Lancers. 
15th Kathiawar I.S. Signal Troop. 
Imperial Service Machine Gtm Squadron. 

Divisional Troops. 
Essex Battery, R.H.A., and Brigade Ammunition Column (less 2 Sections). 
5th Field Squadron (late No. 7), R.E. 
5th Cavalry Division Signal Squadron, R.E. . 
5th Cavah-y Divisional Train (Nos. ll03, 10±4, ll04, ll05 Compa111es, .R.A.S.C.). 
13th, 14th, and 15th (I.S.), Cavalry Brigade Mobile Veterinary Sections. 

Brief Record of Service. 

5th Cavalry Division, after serving with the British Expeditionary Force in France, landed in Egypt 
in March, ~918. The Division was brought up to strength by the inclusion of Yeomanry and Imperial 
Service Cavalry, who had been serving with the Egyptian Expeditionary Force, and joined Desert 
Mounted Corps on July 2. 

1918. 
Sept. lB.-Division was concentrated in the orange groves 

north-west of Sarona, in preparation for the 
attack. 

19.-At0!30divisiona.l artillery was inaction to support 
the advance of 60th Division. 

13th Brigade crossed Nahr el Fcl.lik and ad~ 
vanced to the line Tel ed Dhrur-LikWra-the Sea. 
A column of the enemy was engaged at 1100, 
and 250 prisoners and four guns captured. At 
1815 the brigade left Liktera with Divisional 
Headquarters for Jara.k. 

14th Brigade crossed Nahr Iskanderuneh at 
llOO and pushed on towards Jarak; while 
15th Brigade, with artillery and transport column 
reached Liktera at 1500. 

20.-13th and 14th Brigades reMhed Jarak at 0100, 
having left a squadron of 9th Hodson's Horse 
(13th ~rigade) to guard the left flank of troops 
ad"'ancmg through the Wadi Arab. The column 
reached Ell\Iezrah and Nazareth at dawn after 
cutting the El Afule-Haifa railway, having 
marched fifty miles in twenty-two hours. The 
en~my were attacked north of Nazareth by 13th 
Br!gade, who withdrew to El Afule with 1,200 
pnsonors. El Afule was attacked from north 
b~ 14th Brigade and captured in conjunction 
w1th 4th Cavalry Division. 

21.-Nazareth was reoccupied by 13th Brjgade after a. 
sharp engagement, and reconnoitring patrols 
were se~t out to Kefr Kenna and Sepphoris. 
14th Bngade marched to Jenin at 0400 to 
co-operate with Australian Mounted Divi~ion 
T~is Brigade :etnrned to El Afule at 1530, and 
":1th 15th Brigade, who had arrived at 0100, 
p1cquetted the lino El Afule-Sbutta Station. 

22.-Nazareth was attacked at 0530 by a force of 700 
Turks from Haifa. After a sharp fight 18th 
Lance~s (13th ~rigade) charged the euemy 
capturmg 311 pnsonf'rs and four machine guns. 

23.-13t.h Brigade with No. ll Light Armoured Car 
Battery and No. 1 Light Car Patrol, left Nazareth 
at 0500 and, at 1300, captured Acre after a short 
engagement, taking 259 prisoners and two guns. 
14th and 15th Brigades turned over their line 
to 3rd Australian Light Horse Brigade and 
marched on Haifa vid Jebata and J~ida at 
05~0. 15th Brigade were engaged by Turkish 
a~tJllery.c?~ering Haifa, at 1015; 14th Brigade, 
WI.th DIVI_SJOnal lleadquartera, oooupiod the 
Kishon railway bridge and " Harosheth of the 

1918. 
Sept. 23.-Gentiles "at midday; and at 1400 Jodbpore an<1 

Mysore Lancers, supported by "B" Battery, 
H.A.C., attacked Haifa in face of strong 
resistance. 

The town was captured at 1500, after street 
fighting, and 1,.351 prisoners, seventeen guns, 
and eleven machine guns fell into our hands. 

" 25.-13th Brigade returned to Kefr Kenna., leitving a 
squadron of Gloucestershire Yeomanry in Acre. 

, 26.-Di vision was relieved by 2nd Leicesters (7th 
Division), and, less lflst Sherwood Rangers, left 
Hn.ifa at 0500 for Kefr Kenna, where it ooncen. 
trated at 0700. 

, 27.-Left Kcfr Kenna (0300) and arrived at 'fiberias. 
at 0700. After a halt pushed on to a point 
north of the road between Mishmar Hayardcn 
and Mahanayim. 

, 28.-Crossed the Jordan at Jiar Benat Yakub and 
reached El Kuneitra at 2030. 

, 29.-Left El Kuneitra at 1800, in rear of Australian 
Mounted Division. 

,. 30.-Entered Sasa at 0830. 
1200.-13th Brigade seized Jebel el Aswad astride 

K.isw·a-Damascus road, engaged the enemy and, 
having out their line of retreat, advanced to 
Kaukn.b. 

1700:-This Brigade captured Kiswe taking 57~ 
pnsoners and four guns, anrl rejoined Dinsion at 
Kaukab on arrival of 4th Cavalry Division from 
Deraa. 

NighL dispositions.-Divisiona1 Headquarters and 
13.th Brigade at Kaukab; 14th Brigade astride 

~~~:e~~:~~:.s road, a.nd 16th Brigade about 

Oct. 1.-0GOO.-Division concentrated and moved into 
positions east of Damascus, with 13th Brigade on 
Barada, and Division in touch with Australian 
Mounted Division on the north. 

(During period Sopt. 19 to Oct. 1, captures totalled 
9,934.prisoners, twenty-seven guns, and twenty 
machme guns, oxeluding guns abandoned by the 
onemy.) 

4.-Division (less 1/lst Sherwood Rangers and lst 
Hyderabad Lancers), concentrated at EIJudcirle 
with No. 12 L.A.C. Battery and No. 7 L.C. Patrol. 

5.-Mar:hed vid Katana. to Khan Moizelun (sixte~n 
m1les) and OC'OU pied 

6.-Rayak at H00.-15lh Brigade c•ptured Zahle 
(twenty-one milea) at 15ou. with 177 prisonera
and 1iWo guns. 

7.-Armoured car reconnaissance to Beirut 
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1918. 
O~t. 10.-Armoured co.r reconnaissance to Baalbek. 

ll.-13th Brigade occupied Bafllhek. 
12.-Remainder of Division arrived at Baalbok and 

divided into two columna. Column "A " 
Divisional Headquart-ers with 15th Brigade a~d 
~moure<.l Cars; Column "B," 13th and 14th 
Brigades. 

Colnmne ma.rched a.s follo\VS :-
"A" "B" 

13.-Lcbwe (twenty mile~). 
14.-El Kaa (sixteen miles). Lebwe. 
15.-Kussier (thirteen miles). El Kaa. 

Armoured Cars entered Horns. 
16.-Hom! (eighteen miles). Kusseir. 
17.-The division concentrated north-west of Homs at 

midday. 
19.-15th Brigade, with No. 5 Field Squadron, R.E., 

advanced to repair the Orontel!l Bridge at Er 
Ita.stan (ele~en miles). 

20.-DiTieiooal Headqunrteffl, with Nos. 2, 11 and 12, 
L.A.C. Batteries, and Noz. 1 (Austra1ia.n), 2, 
and 7 L.C. Patrol~ joined 15th Brigade at Er 
Raatan, forming Column "A." Remainder of 
DiYision formed Column "B." 

21.-Column "A" advanced through Hama to Zor 
Defai (twenty mile~). · 

22.-Armoured Can arrived at Ab'arit en Na'aman at 
1230 and two hours later engaged enemy car:; 
near Khan es Sebil. A running fight for fifteen 
miles eusutd, resulting in the capture of tweTe 
prisoners and two cars. A point four miles 
north of Seraikin was the end of the day's run. 

Column ''A' ' reached KhanShaikhun (twenty· 
one miles). 

1g18. 

Oct. 23.-The Cars engaged enemy cavalry near Khan 
Tuman. and at 1000 reache~ Aleppo and 
~~~:~~ed the city to surrender. This was 

Column "A" reached JUa'arit en Na.'aman 

~i:::e~b~~~~~-and Column "B" marched to 

24.-Arrnoured Cars reoccupied Khan Tuman at 0700 
reconn?itre i towards Aleppo and Turmanin: 
and Withdrew to Zirbe. 

Column" A" reached Seraikin (eighteen and a 
half miles). and Column "B" reached lfa'arit 
en Na'nwan. 

25.-The Armoured Cars engaged bodies of the enemy 
near Aleppo and Turmanin during the morning. 

Column "A" arrived at Turmanin and 15th 
Br:ga.de rolieTed the Cars while Column 40 B" 
reached Seraikin. 

26.-0700.-IGth Brigade engaged astride Aieppo
Alexandretta road. Mysore Lancers and two 
squadrons Jodhpore Lancers charged the enemy. 

l000.-Diti.3ional Headqu:utcrs with Armoured 
Cars entered Aleppo (which had surrendered to 
Sherifian troops) followed at 2030 by 14th 
Brigade which had pushed on rapidly from 
Khan Tumnn. 

28.-13th Brigade holding Aleppo-..dlexandretta road, 
and 14tb Bri~!ade at Muslimiyeh Junction, 
having relieved Sherifian troops. 

(During operations Oct. 2 to Oct. 28, 821 prisonera, 
eighteen guns, and much railway and othar 
material were capturod.) 

AUSTRALIAN MOUNTED DIVISION. 
Oomman<kr.-Col. (temp. Major-Gen.) H. W. HODGSON, C.V.O., C.B. 

3rd Australian Light Horse Brigade. 
Commander.--Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) J. R. RoYSTON, C.M.G., D.S.O. (relinquished, Oct., 1917). 

Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) L. C. WrLSON, C.M.G., 5th Australian Light Horse Regt. 
8th, 9th and lOth Regiments, Australian Light Horse. 
3rd Australian Light Horse Signal Troop. 
3rd Australian Machine Gun Squadron. 

4th Australian Light Horse Brigade. 
c.mman<kr.-Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) J. B. MERED!Tlil, D.S.O., 1st Australian Light Horse Regt. 

(relinquished, Sept.., 1917). 
Lieut.-Col. (temp. Bri!S.-Gen.) W. GRANT, D.S.O., 11th Australian Light Horse R~gt. 

4th, 11th and 12th Regiments, Australian Light Horse. 
4th Australian Light Horse Signal Troop. 
4th Australian Machine Gun Squadron. 

5th Australian Light Horse Brigade (late Imperial Camel Corps Brigade). 
Command<!r.-Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) G. M. M. Onslow, D.S.O., V.D., 7th Australian Light Horse 

Regt. 
14th. 15th and 16th Regiments, Australian Light Horse. 
5th Australian Light Horse Signal Troop. 
2nd New Zealand Machine Gun Squadron. 

Divisional Trgops. . 
19th Brigade, R.H.A. ("A" and "B" Batteries H. A. C., Ijlst Notts. Battery, and Bngac!~ 

Ammunition Column). 
2nd Field Squadron, Australian Engineers. 
2nd Signal Squadron, Australian Engineers. . . , 
Australian l\10\mted Divisional Train (Nos. 35, 36, 37, 38 Compames, Australian A.S.C ). 
5th, 8th and 9th Australian Mobile Veterinary Sections. 
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8 . f Record of Service. d 
ne . t t'me J·nown as •· 'fhe Imperial Mounte 

In Jnlr 1917, the .\nstralian Mounted Divi~Jon, ~o~s:e 9
1ml 5th Mou;1tecl, Brigades, all of which 

DiYisio~., 'c~nsist~cl of :lr~ and 4th Anstrahan J.J~~~b Cavalr;, Brig>tde and left th~ di,·ision Aug .. 22, 
hn<l sNwd on Galhpoh. Ihe last named be·c~me Light Ilm:se (formerly Impenal Camel Corps), 
1918. the Yacancy be',.:'f filleo h" 5th Anstm wn 
nrignde. (See page 1 ~-l 

Se l~liS -The division relil"ved Yeomanry Di~·is~on with ~n 
p , . outpost line through Bir el Esam-1\..b. Khaslf

Abu Shawish. 

" t!! ) Contimn\1 reconnaissances and patrols. 

Oct 0 4 I 
~~ -~rJdlesex Yeomanry (1st County of London) of 

" .J. • ~th )!ounted Brigade (attached) heavily at.tacked 
near El Buggar at dawn by a force est1mat.ed 
ut 3,000-4,000. In spite of heavy casualtieS 
the attack was temporarily succes_sful ~nd 
9th and lOth Regiments (3L·d Austr~han L1ght 
Horse Brigade) were sent forward m support. 
They were ordered not to counter-atta~k howcyer, 
and the position was re-taken by mfantry of 
53rd Division after nightfalL 

29.-Concentrated at Khalasa for the attack on 
Beersheba. 

31.-3rd Australian Light Horse Brigade strongly en
gacred in supporting Australian and New Zealand 
.M;unted (Anzac) Division in attack on 'l:'el el 
Saba. 4th Auskalian Light Horse Br1gade 
galloped over strong Turkish positions, demora
lized the enemy, and captured Bee1·sheba at 
1800 with 1,148 prisoners. 5th and 7th Mounted 
Brigades came up in support and junction ~vas 
effected with Anzac Division on the outpost line. 

Nov. 2.-3rd Australian Light Horse Brigade rejoined 
Division, and 5th .Mounted Brigade was attached 
to Anzacs. 8th Regiment (3rd Australian Light 
Horse Brigade) in act-ion at Khuweilfeh. 

, 4-5.-7th Mounted Brigade attached. Outpost line, 
Wadi Hanafish-Hiseia, taken over from Yeo
manry Division. 

7.-Advanced through lrgeig. Stiff fighting at Sheria, 
where 11th Regiment (4th Australian Light 
Horse Brigade) pushed the enemy back and 
beat off a counter-a.ttack, thus. assisting the 
concentration of 60th Division. 

8.·-Sharp fighting and troop actions by all regiments 
of 3rd Australian Light Horae Brigade resulted 
in the capture of several guns. 12th Regiment 
('th Austra]ia.n Light Horse Brigade) effected 
junction with Imperial Service Cavalry 
(XXIst Cor~) at Beit Hanum as the result of 
hard riding. One mile west of Huj ten 
troops of Warwick and 'Vorcester Yeomanry 
(5th Mounted Brigade) charged a strong posi
tion, tl1e garrison of which was delaying the 
advance of 60th Division. The charge was 
completely successful and eleven guns and 
four machine guns were taken. 

9.-Marched via Tel el Hesi to Arak el Menshiye 
where a counter.attack by an enemy ~olumn 
was repulsed. 

11.-lOth Australian Light Horse Regiment occupied 
Summeil. Contact was established with 75th 
Division. 

12.-9th Australian Light Horse Regiment occupied 
Berkusie. The outpost 1ine tlnough Zeita
Berkusie wa.s slightly withdrawn in conse-

~~.f;~~e of aan~eag[;1 at~~:tt~~~~~st ~f;h~o~~~~~ 
Regiment. The 8th nnd lOth Regiments sup
porh .. d, tl1e attack was held, and the origi11al 
positio11S re-occupied during the night. The 
3nd Australian Light Horse Brigade tem
porarily joined the Division and wa.g engaged 
aL Kezaze. 

lS.-4lh Au:".tralian LighL Hm·1;e Brigade advanced, 
prot.ecting right flank of 75th Division, and 
O!'<'upi~d Tel et TurmuR aft{'r slHil'P fighting. 
ln cur1·ying out llti:; operati11n the brigade wa.a 
<>ompi'Jlt'rl !11 mor(' ac>ros!'> tlu• Plll'my's front .. 

No1:.1 ~4.-4-t.b Regiment (4th Australian Light Horse ~r.igade) 
captured Et 'l'ine with large quant1t1e.s of 
ammunition and stores. 7t,h Mounted Br1gade 
nnd the 2nd At1stralian Light Horse Bdgade 
co-operated with 75th Didsion in the capture 
of Junction Station. 

lB. -Operating m·ound Al~l:~a.s ancl Latron. In t~uch 
with Yeomanry Dtvtston on the left (nort_h). 
(5th Mounted· Bri.gade and lOth Australian 
Licrht Horse Regtment, attached to XXlst 
Co~·ps carried out valuable patro~s over most 
difficult country. Later, on Withdrawal of 
XXIst Corps, these units passed under order-s 
of XXth Corps and were emt~l~y~d to fo_rm 
link between 53rd and 60th DH'lSlons dnrmg 
the final ad\'ance to Jerusalem). 

28.-4th Australian Light Horse Brigade took ovet 
part of line (and came under Yeomanry 
Division) at Beit ur et 'l'ahta. 

29.-3rd Australian J .. igl1t Horse Brigade relieve? the 
155th Brigade (52nd Division) at El BurJ. 

30.-4th Australian Light Horse Brigade and 7th 
Mounted Brigade rejoined division, which now 
held the line, El Burj-Beit Sira. 

(During the month the division capt~red 
1,804 prisoners, thirty.fh·e guns, and e•ght 
machine guns.) 

Dec. 1.-A strong enemy attack was checked only when 
within thirty yards of the line held by 8th 
Australian Light Horse Regiment. A party of 
Gloucester Yeomanry (5th Mounted Brig& le)9 
and two companies 1/4-tb Royal Scots Fusiliers 
(52nd Division) were sent up in support and the 
attacking force was surrounded and captured. 
112 unwounded and sixty wounded prisoners 
were taken, and over 100 dead "-e .-e buried. 
(This attack was made by the 190th Assault 
Battalion, and a prisoner captured subsequently 
stated that the whole battalion had been killed 
or captured) . 

.,26-28.-The line was advanced 1,500 yards with very 
little opposition. On Dec. 27 patrols assisted 
the advance of 29th Infantry Brigade by demon. 
strations against right flank of enemy's positions 

1918. on Namah Ridge. 
Ja.n. i.-Relieved by lOth Division and moved back to 

Deir el Belah, leaving 4th Australian Light 
Horse Bl'igade in the line until Jan. 6 to £11 
the gap between XXth and XXIst Corps. 

Jan. to t Spent in refitting, extensive training, and salvage 
March f work on the old trench systems south of Gaza. 

14.-Division inspected by H.R.H:. Duke of Connaught, 
K.G. 

Apl.l-26.-Moved vid Selmeh and Talaat.ed Dumm to Jericho, 
which was the point of concentration for the 
projected raid on Es Salt. 

30.-5th Mounted Brigade, on I he Umm esh Shert
Es Salt track, reached its first objective with 
little opposition. 4th Austutlian Light Horse 
B1·igade, in position astride the Jisr ed Da.mieh
Es Salt track, sent forward ll th Regiment, 
who found the e,nemy holding the Jiar cd Damieh 
Bridgehead in great strength and could not 
advance, buL lst Regiment (attached) captured 
Red Hill at 1225. 3rd Australian Light Horse 
Brigade moving eastwal'd was held up by fire 
from enemy works covering Es Salt, but those 
were stormed by 9th and lOth Rep;iments dis
mounted, while 8th Regiml'nt galloped along 
the road and forC'cd its way into Ea Salt a.t 1800 
in face of stubborn resi~tance. One troop 
pursued the enemy for two milt's along teh 
4-wman road, riding dowLl and ca.pturin& sevt-rl\l 



EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 
63 

191'1. 
April 30 parties. ano prisont>rs, twenty-nine machine 

guns, and la.rge quantities of material were taken. 
llay I.-Enemy attacked 4t.h Australian Light Horse 

Bri&:a.de, who inflicted heavy casualties, but were 
forced to withdra.w by overwhelming numbers. 

., 2-3.-IOth Australian Light Horse Regiment was 
attacked four times during the night, but suc
ceeded in beating off.the enemy with heavy losses. 

3.-~~ n attack was launched at dawn against 8th 
Regiment supported by one squadron of ;jth 
Regiment. This attack also was repulsed and 
:HO of the enemy were cut off and captured. 

4.-The divh1ion WM withdt"awn west of the river and 
took over the left sector of the Jordan Valley 
defences. 

M:~d carried on. CJose contact with enemy was ma.in. ~
Continual consolidating and active patL'OlJing 

· tained throughout, but tho weather was very hot 
and trying and a. good deal of sickness eul'lued. 

June 

., 14 f During this period all brigadee were withdra.wn 
to for a time to the Bethlehem-Solomon's Pools 

.July 13 area. 
14.-4th Australian Light Hmse Brigade assisted 

Anzao Division to repulse an attack in the 
Musallabeh Salient. 

20.-Au~tralian Mounted Division took over the left 
sector of Jordan VaJiey defences from Anz11c 
Division. There was no especial a.ctiYity, but 
troops suffered considerably with ma.laria.. 

.Aug. 23.-Relieved by Anzac Division and moyed to the 
Ludd-Ramleh area. 

27 f Continuous training w~s carried out, and thf) 
to division was a rmed w1th swords. 

Sept.l7 . . 
, 18.-5th Australian Light Horse Bngade, havmg the 

French Cavalry attached, \HI S placed under 
command of 6Uth Division ; th e remainder of 
the division was concentrated south of Selmeh. 

19. -.i.\loYed (less 5th Australian Light Horse Brigade) 
to Nahr Iskandernneh 

20.- n.nd Lejjun. 3rd Australian Light Hors~ B1igade 
(less 8th Regiment) pus.hed on to Jenm, where 
IOlh Regiment swept m from t~e nort11 , de· 
moralising the enemy a.nd capturmg 4,000. A 
German force put up a fight alter dark but 
were caught by macbine.g.un fire ~nd Sl.ll'· 

r endered. (Total captures m th~ neighbour· 
hood of Jenin included 8,000 prisoners, five 
machine guns and much booty ; and twenty
four aeroplanes, burned by the enemy, were 
found in the aerodrome.) . 

23.-Divisional Headquarters and 4th AustTahan 
Light Horse Brigade arrived at El Efule at 
0945. A squadron of 9th Regiment. recon
noitred to near Beisan and took 80 pr1sone~. 

24.-4th Austmlian Light Horse Brigade mftrched 1:td 
Beisan to Jisr M ejamie, and pushed on to 

25.-Semakh, reaching the outskirts of tba.t J?lace 
at 0425. The enemy were found .to be mton·e, 
but the Brigade Comrnandf'r dec1.ded to altack 
rtt once, without waiting for remfot·cements. 
The llth Regiment attacked from the east 
supported from the south ~y the fire of the 
machine-gun squadron, wlule one squadron 
of 12th Regiment worked round and attacked 
from the west. Several charges were pressed 
home and the defenders dri\'"en back into the 
town. Desperate hand-to-~a~d fight.ing cul
minated at the rail way btllldlllgs wluch were 
fiercely defended for an hou•'. but by 0600 
Semakh was captured with 3~0 prisoners ~of 
whom 150 were Germa-ns). The enemy ca.eualttes 
also included seventy killed and fifty wounded. 

Strong patrols sent up the Yarmuk ~alley 
by the 12th Australian Light Horse Reg•m~nt 
meanwhile had found the enemy occupymg 
strong positiou. Tiberias was captured after 
a sha.rp fight by squadrons of 3rd and 4th 
Brigades who had attacked the town from the 
~est and south simultaneously. Two cars of 

1918. 
Sept. 25 11th Light Armoured Ca.r Battery co-operated 

in this engagement. 

Oot. 

~Meanwhile fith Australian Light Horse Brigade 
w1th cavalry of the French Palestine Detachment 
{Regiment Mixte de Marche de C•nalerie) at
tached, were engaged near Tul Keram where 
3.000 prisoners were taken (Sept. 19), and the Tul 
Keram-Jenin railway was cut 11ear Ajjeh 
(l:::iept. 20). On Sept. 21 Nablus was captured 
I 345 and junction effected wit.h XXth Corp"! 
at Balata an hour later. The brigade moved 
to Zerin to rejoin the division (Sept. 24), and 
on arrival there sent forward 15th Regimen t 
in support of 4th Brigade at Semakh.] 

27.-Tbe march on Damascus commenced. The bridge 
over the Jordan at Jisr Bena.t Yakub had br:>en 
blown up, and enemy held high ground east of 
the river with many machine guns. A crossing 
was effected both north and south of the bridge, 
however, and seventy prisoners and four guns 
ca.ptured. 

28.-El Kuneitra reached before nightfall . 
29.-!th Australian Light Horse Brigade (less two 

t·egiments) remained at El Kuneitra; rest of 
division moved off with 3rd Australian Light 
Horse Brigade leading at 1500. Enemy op-po3i
tion w;t,<J eucountered near Sasa, and the C< U.ltry 
wa.s Tery difficult for mounted work, but 

30. the briga-de forced its way through, capturing 
twenty-five prisoners, two guns, and senn 
machine guns. 4th a.nd 12th Regiments (form
ing Bourchier's Force) continued the pureuit, 
t.a.k:ing 350 prisoners, one gun, eight machine 
guns, and 400 rifles, and at 1116 attacked the 
Kauka.b line, which was held by 2,500 rifles and 
numerous machine guns. After a preJiminary 
bombardment, 4th Light Horse Regimen t 
made a. frontal charge on the position while I 2 .h 
Regiment attacked the enemy's left flank. 'l'his 
co-operation wa.s entirely successful, and seventy
two prisoners and twelve machine-guns were 
taken on the spot. The greater proyortion of 
the defenders were ridden down and captured 
later, in the direction of Daraya.. Afea.nwhile, 
5th and 3rd Australian Light Horse Brigades 
moved rapidly towards north-west of Damascus 
until held up at El Mezze Heights by hea.vy 
shell and machine-gun fire, but the 19th Briga~e. 
R.H.A., silenced most of the opposition. The 
French Cavalry moving dismounted along the 
hills of Kalabet el Mezze, blocked the gorge 
north-west of Er R~~tbue and captured 4,000 
prisoners, in conjunction with l~th Regiment. 
3rd Briga.de, delayed at Sa.lahiye by heavy 
opposition, defeated an enemy column and 

1.-pu!hed on toward3 Damascus.' capture~ en route 
a loaded train with 483 prJsoners, e~ght guns, 
and thirty machine guns, and pa8sed t luou.gh 
the city at 0000. This brigade fought cont·n
uously throughout the day, and SPize? enemy 
poRitions a t Uaraba, Dum a, and Kusserr. 

2.-3rd Australian Light Horse Brigade p~rsued a 
force escaping north-easl. and after ndmg ha.rd 
for six miles, <'harged the column b:fore the 
gun~ could be unlimbcrerl. or mach~ne g~ns 
brought into action. J ,500 prisoners, 1nclud1ng 
a Divisional Commander, tlu·ce gnn!-l.' ~d twenty
six macbiuo guns, were captured w1tbm an hour 
of being eighted. 

(Total ca.ptm-ef:, in the adt"&nce on, &n~ occu
pation of DamasC'us, were over 25,00() pnson.ers, 
tbirty-ninc guns, 254 machine guns, •nd mne· 
teen automatic rifles.) 

4 - Division concentrated in and around Damase~Js. 
19:- French Cavalry left to rejoin the French Palest we 

Detachment a.t Beirut. 
27.-Lcft Damascus for Horns noel conerntmted t.here 

on Novemhl•r l. 
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AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND MOUNTED DIVISION. 

C d Col (ten'P MaJ·or-Gen) Sir E. W. C. CHAYTOR, K.C.:!il.G., C.B., p.s.c., A.D.C. 
omman er.- · · · · 

1st Australian Light Horse Brigade. 
Commander.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) C. F. Cox, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O. 

l st 2nd and 3rd Reaiments, Australian Light Horse. 
lst' Au•tralian Light"Horse Signal Troop. 
lst Australian Machine Gun Squadron. 

Znd Australian Light Horse Brigade • 
. Gomma/Uier.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) G. de L. RYRIE, C.B., 0.1\i.G. 

. 5th 6th and 7th Rerriments, Australian Light Horse. 
2nd Australian Light Horse Signal Troop. 
2nd Australian Machine Gun Squadron. 

New Zealand Mounted Riiles Brigade. 
Commander.-Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) W. 1\'I;ELDFUM, C.M.G., D~S.O., Wellington 1\Iounted Rifles. 

Auckland, Canterbury, and Wellington Mounted Rifles Regiments. 
No. 1 New Zealand l\Iom1ted Rifles Signal Troop. 
lst New Zealand Machine Gun Squadron. 

Divisional Troops. 
18th Brigade, R.H.A. (Inverness, Ayr, and Somerset Batteries, and Bri~ade Ammunition 

Col=.) 
Australian and New Zealand Field Squadron. 
lst Si"'lal Squadron, Australian Engineers. 
Austr~lian and New Zealand Mounted Divisional Train (Nos. 32, 33 and 34 Companies, 

Australian A.S.C., and No. 4 Company, New Zealand A.S.C.). 
6th and 7th, Australian, and No. 2 New Zealand Mobile Veterinary Sections. 

Brief Record of Service. 

The Australian and New Zealand Mounted Division, widely known as the "Anzac 1\'[ounted 
Division," was formed in March 1916 of Australian and New Zealand Brigades that had served in. 
Gallipoli and landed in Egypt, December 23-31, 1915. 

The Division took part in the advance from the Suez Canal, being engaged at Romani, 1\Iaghdaba 
and Rafa before t<1king part in the first and seconJ battles of Gaza in 1\Iarch and April, Hll7 , as part 
of the Desert Colnmn. It joined Desert Mounted Corps on formation of the latter in August, 1917. 
and throughout subsequent operations retained its Order of Battle unchanged. 

1917. 
Oct. 30.-Concentratcd at Asluj, fifteen miles south of 

Bt:er!!.heba. 
3l.-2nd Austra1ian Brigade struck from east and 

took its first objectives, Bir ol Hammam 
and Bir Saliro Abu Irgeig, by 0800, withot:t 
encountering serious opposition. Resistance 
stiffened consiOC'ra.hl,v but Tel es Sakaty was 
captured at 130n, and the Brigade was astride 
the Beersheba-HCbron road by 1350. Tel es 
Saba .was strongly hl:lld against attacks by 
1st L1ght. Horse Brigade and New Zealand 
1\Iounted Rifles Brigade, a~sisted by units of 
Australian Mounted Division. This position 
was carried a.t 1500, and, by 1800 the Division 
vrith 3rd Au~tralian Light Hors~ Brigade nt: 
tached, held an outpost line through Bir el 
Hamma.ru-Bir cs Sakaty-just north of Beer. 
shf'bn. 

Nov. 1.-17!) pri'ioncrs and four machine guns were cap· 
tured as the rcsnlt of an advance of fivo miles 
to tho.Bir el Mak.run<:h-Towal Abu Jerwallinf'. 
1st L.tght Hor~e and New Zealand Brigades 
were mvolved m severe fighting in o.dTancing 
on Tel Khuwcilfeh and Ain Kohleh. 

1917. 
Nov. 2 (During this period there was continuous fighting 

to in difficult country. 2nd Light Hors€' Brigade 
,. 5 supported by Ayrshire Battery. moved on Dha· 

heriych, astride the Hebrou road. in constant 
touch wit.h Turkish 3rd CavalrY Division. 

1st Light Horse and New Z~aland Brigades, 
with 7th Mounted anrl Imperial Camel Corps 
Brigades and 8th Light Horse Regiment at· 
tached, were se"Verely engaged in the ne-igh. 
bourhood of Ras en NagL and Tcl Khuweilfeh. 
7th MOlmted Brigad4· eaptured the former, with 
eleven prisoners nnd two guns. 

6 i N~w Zealand Brigade e.x::periouced severe fighting 
to m the (';apture nnd subgequent defence of Tel 

7 Kbuweilfeh, in co-operation with 53rd Division. 
7.-lst Light HorAe Brigad~:~ captured the station east 

of Kh. Urom Ameitlat (on the Jerusalem
Beersheba line), and took 300 prisoners and 
~ucb m~terial. Anzac unit~ were also (•ngn~..,J 
m tbe-ne1ghbourhood ofTel Abu Dilakh. Enennr 
rca.rguarda fought stubbornly, making full u~e ~f 
ma.chiue guns, and progress was ~:>low 

8.-Lack of water compelled ~igorous action to ae 
cure auppJies,and the Division (le:iB New Zea.l&nd 



EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 
65 

1917. 
Nov. 8 Brigade, but with 7th Mounted Brigade at~ 

tachcd), fought its way into the Wadi Jemma
meh and took 300 prisoner~ and two guns. 7th 
Mounted Bt·igade wa.s oounter-a.tta.cked near 
Tol Hudeiwe, but repulsed the enemy with 
heavy lo!!l'lea. 

9.-An ad vane~ of ton miJcs enabled the Division to 
occupy a line from Arn.k el Menshiye through Es 
Sua.fir osh Sherkiyc to Beit Duras, in close 
touch with main Turkish rearguard. 

10.-Esdud -n·ns captured, and 

11.-tst Light Horse BrigadP and Inverness Ba.ttery 
was engaged with enemy rearguards a.t the Jisr 
Esdud bridgehead. 1st Light Horse Regiment 
was prominent in this fighting, in which the 
enemy made full use of machine gun<J, supported 
by heavy artillery Rt long range. 

12.-lat Light Horse Brigade captured Tel el 1\lurre, 
and supported 52nd Division in the attack on, 
and capture of, Burkah. New Zealand Brigade 
(detached since Nov. 7), rejoined the Division, 
and the Imperial Camel Rrigade tomrora.rily 
too_k the pla~e- of ~nd Light Horse Brigade, 
wluch had JOinNl the Australian Mounte« 
DiYision,and was eugaged near Kezaze on Nov. 
l~th -13th, and at Junction Station on Nov.l4. 

14.-~ew Ze::daud Bri_gHde wen· headly e11gaged at 
A~·un Kara (RlC:hon le Zion). The enemy 
~,.-,·,unter-attncked in force, and were only re
pul<ied by the Auckland nnd "Wellington Regi~ 
ments at the point of the bayonet. 

15.-Ramleh and Ludd we1·e taken by 1st Australian 
Light Horse Brigade, who captured 360 
prisoners. 

16.-1\ew Zealand 1\Iounted Rifles occupied Ja.ffa 
without opposition; and 

17.- patrols from this brigade passed through Sarona 
and reached Nahr el Auja. but failed to bring 
the retreating enemy to action. 

19.-Patrols to Rantieh located enemy redoubts at 
~ebi Ta.ri and trenehes at Kh. Hadrah on 
north bank of Nahr el Auja. 

~4.-~ew Zealand Brigade crossed tJ1e Auja. and cap~ 
tured the advanced line through Kh. Hadrah 
and Sh. ~Iuannis. 

:15.-The enemy fiercely counter-R.ttacked Kh. Hadrah 
at 0300 and at 0800 fOl'ced a withdrawal to the 
old line south of the Auja. Sh. Muannis was 
also abandoned to an overwhelming force 
during the morning. 

The line Yehudieh-Jerisbeh-south bank of 
the Auja to the sea, held by Anzac Divison 
(less 1st I .. ight Horse Brigade, but with Imperial 
Camel and 161st Infantry Brigades attached), 
was consolidated in expectation of a general 
hostile attack. The Turks were content, how~ 
ever, to hold their po!!itione. und the attack did 
not materialize. 

Dec. I ~Bald Hill. an .important position one mile south-
to west of Mulebbis, was successfully raided by 

., 5 2ud Light Horse and Camel Brigades. Sharp 
fighting and considerable hostile shelling was ex~ 
perienced, particularly by 6th Light Horse Regt. 

(The division captured 3,553 prisoners, twenty~ 
one guns, and twenty-one machine guns during 
the period Oct. 31 to Dec. 7.) ... 

21 lst Light Horse Brigade supported 54th Dtvtston 
to { in the advance to Mnlebbis, and Auckla~d- ~nd 

~ \Vellington Regiments supported 52nd DavlSion 
23 ) in the crossing of the Auja. 

The period for necessary rest and refitting was 
cut short by the concent.ration for operations in 
the Jordan Valley. 

1918. 
Feb. 18.-Wdlington Mounted Rifles were at D~ir Ibn O~id, 

while Divisional Headquarters wtth 1st Laght 
Horse Brigade and remainder of New Zealand 
Brigade were concentrated about Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem. 

1918. 

Feb. 19.-Anzao units moved eastward through dasolata 
country to El ~Iuntar, six miles from the Dead 
Se-a.. 

20.-Tubk el Kaneitera and Jebel el Ka.hmun were 
strongly held, and accmate ehell a.nd machine
gun fll'e from the direction ofNeby Mu~a delayed 
the advance. The first two positions were cap
tured short!y after noon, however. by a dis
mounted at.ta.ck along narrow mountain tracks 
through pre<'ipit.ous country. 

20 lst Light Home Brign.Uc pushed on through 
thf> gorgd of the Wadl Kumran to the plain on 
no~th-west shore of the Dead Sea., and took up 
a hne a.loug the Wa.di Jofet Zeben at 1800. New 
Zealand Brigade, in co-operation with 2/14th 
London and 10th 1\Iounta.in Battery, occupied 
Neb) Mu••· 

21.-lst Light Horse Brigade reached Jericho at 08::!0, 
&nd immediately sent out patrols to El Gbor~ 
aniyeh (where the Turks were found holding a. 
bridgehead on the west bank of the Jordan), 
and to the Wadi Aujah. 

One squadron New Zealand .Mounted Rifles 
occuPied Rujm el Bnhr, u. Turkish Base on the 
northern shore of the Dead Sea.. 

Mob. 7 ~ 1st Light Hof9e Brigade and Inverness Batte.cy 
to were engaged in the Wadi Samieh, on the ri_!!h t 

, 15 flank of 53rd Division. 
23.-Auckla.nd Mounted Rifles crossed the Jordan at 

Hajla.h a.t 0400, to clear the east bank (If the 
rinr. Several enemy detachments were gal~ 
loped down, and tho high ground oo..-ering Ghor
aniyeh sc_cured by noon, with the ca.pturc of 
six:ty-eiglit prisoners and four machine guns. 
1\l&a.nwhile one regiment of 1st Light Horse 
Brigade also crosseJ the river at Hajlah. and was 
engaged in clearing the country to south and 
south-ea.st. 

24.-lst Light Horse B1·igade, about one mile north of 
El Mandesi ford, covered the left flank of 60th 
Division, wh..ile the remainder of the mounted 
troops moved en.st and north-ea.st from Hajlah. 
Infantry turned enemy's right flank, and, with 
a. squadron of Wellington Mounted Rifles in 
advance, pursued them up the Es Salt road. 
2nd Light Horse Brigade reached Rujm el Oshir 
during the afternoon, but advance wa.s seriously 
delayed by the state of the track, which was im
passable for wheels and almost so for mountf'd 
men. New Zealand Brigade advanced by the 
\Vadi Jofet cl Ghazlaniye towards Es Sir. 

25.-The head of the column arrived at Ain Hekr 
about 0580 and concentrated tlu·re all day, 
bein,. much delayed by bad tt·a(!ks and wet. 
Naa~r was reaChed "by 2nd Light Horse 
Brigade at 1030, and New Zealand troops 
occupied E s Sir, but progL·ess was Yery slow 
on accoun t of the mud. Es Salt, evacuated by 
the enemy, was occupied by 3rd Light Horoe 
Regiment at 1800. 

26.- 2nd Light Horse Brigade pushed out patrols 
north of the Es Ralt-Amwan road and cap
tured 170 prisoners. H was necessary to rest 
lhe greater proportion of the h_oa·ses, ?ut a 
raiding party reached the HeJnz Ra1lway, 
seven miles south of Amman, and blew up n. 
section of the line during the night. 

27 -Division left for Amman at 0900. New Zealand 
' Bri,.ade reached Ain Amman at 1030, and 2nd 

Light H orse Bl'igade, on t~1eir left, were three 
miles from Amman St.at10n. New Zeala11d 
Briaade <:ut the railway south of Amman at 
1508, but 2nd Brigade were hel<~ up and only 
reached the line during the mght,_ when a 
demolition party succeeded in blowmg up a. 
two~arch bridge. 

28.- l st Light Horse Brigade engaged ~n enemy column 
moving along the Jisr ed Dam1eh track towards 
Es Salt. Heavy fighting followe~ a general 
att-ack on Ammau, o.ad & determwetl enemy .. 
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1~18. 
woJl suppli('d wilh machine guns, held up our 
a.d vance in the afternoon a.nd : 

20. - thronghout the following d;~y. 

WlS. 
April J.l nnd. were all rcpnlst'd with very hoa.vy losl'le!J~ 

3rd J .. ight Horse l:tegimcnt attempted to enTelope 
a hostile forct~ from north and south but found 
t he ~nemy eoheloned iu depth and, coming under
hea.,.y shell and machine-gun fue. withdrew. 

Mob. 28 

April 

30.-A ~uddea nttnck was launched aga inst the whole 
ho.~tile position at 0200, und at 0430 New Zea
land troops captured part of Hill 3039 {a 
dominating feature south-east of the v ill age), 
ntHI took six machine gum~. but it was found 
impossible to clear tho hill. New Zealand 
patrols ontered the village and some house-to
house fighting ensued. Hill 3039 wae heavily 
counter-a.ttackcd at llOO, and , t hough the 
attac~ was broken up, the defence wa.s su bjected 
to continual shelling throughout the day. 

Meanwhile strong hostile reinforcements had 
arrived in the vicinity of Kefr Huda, and wert' 
thre-atening Es Salt from north-west. Durin .£!: 
the fighting that ensued 3rd Light Horse Regi
ment captured three machine guns a.nd killed or 
captured seventeen Turk.!! in a skirmil"h. 

Orders were received for a general retirement. 
and 

3L-2nd J .. ight Horse Brigade covered the withdrawal 
of 18lst Infantry Brigade through Es Sir. 

(460 prisoners were taken by the Divieion 
during the Amman raid , !\larch 23-31.) 

3.-lst Light H orse Brigfldc and 5th Regiment (2nd 
Brigade) took over the Choraniyeh bridgehead 
from 2f l7th and 2/19th London. 

11.-Enemy a.ttacked the Ghoraniyeh bridgehead in 
strongth at 044:5 and througbcmt the day. The 
attacks were launched along the Wadi Nimrin, 

2nd Light H orse Brigade (leAs 5th Regiment) 
!'lupported Impct·ir.l Camel Corps Brigade, who
were heavily attacked by German troops at 
MusR.llabeh. 

30 / During the raid on Es ~alt, ht and 2nd Lig ht 
lo Horse Brigades, attached to Australian Mounted 

( Divi'\ion, wore inYolvcd in hea.vy fighting around 
1\hy 4. Ee Salt, while' New %~:tland Brigade. with other 

mounted umt,.<~ fought several severe action~ on 
the line Red Hill (~ast of Jordan) to the foothill s. 

.Tu~y 14.-A determined a ttack on the Musa.llabeh salient, 
Abu Tellul- The Bluff, was repul sed by 1st 
Light Horse Brigade and 5th Regiment, sup
ported by New Zt-a.land Brigade. Wellington 
l.fo uut~d Rifles were prominPnt iu this action. 
2nd Light HorRe Brigade (less 5th Regiment) 
also beat oft' an a.ttack in the Wa.d1 :Mdlahab. 

377 Germans and 71 Turks were c-aptured. 
and 180 enemy doa.U counted, as the reeult of 
the day's fighting. 

Sept. 19 ! Anzac Di.,.ieion, as part of " Cha.ytor's Force •• 
to (q.v.), wu enga.ged in the Jordan Va.11ey; sei~cd 

,. 29 Shunet Nim.rin, Es Salt, and Amman; cut the 
Heja.z Railway; &nd, in co-operatiem with other 
units under General Cha.ytor's Command, cap
tured 10,000 prisoners, fifty-five guns , 169 
machine guns, and 800 tons of ammunition. 

3rd (LAHORE) DIVISION. 

Commander. -Major-Gen. A. R. HosKrNs, C.M.G., D.S.O., p.s.c. 

Commanoling, Royal Artillery.-Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) H. R. PECK, C.M.G., D.S.O., R.A. 

7th Infantry Brigade. 

Comm~nder.-Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) S. R. DAVIDSON, C.M.G., 47th Sikhs, LA. 

1st Battalion Connaught Rangers 27th and 9lst Punjabis, 2/7th Gurkha Rifles. 
7th Light Trench Mortar Battery: 

8th Infantry Brigade. 

Conmunder.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) S. M. EowARDES, C.B., C.M.G. , D.S.O., LA. 

lst Battalion Manchester Regiment, 47th Sikhs, 59th Scinde Rifles (F.F.), 2fl24th Balu
chtstan Infantry. 

8th Light Trench n1ortar Battery. 

9th Infantry Brigade; 

Commander.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gon.) C. C. LUARD, C.M.G. 

2nd Battalion Dorset Regiment 93rd 
Gurkha Rifles. ' Infantry, l05th Mahratta Light Infantry, 1/ l st 

9th Light Trench Mortar Batt~ry. 

Divisional Troops. 

4th Brigade, R.F.A. (7th, 14th and B/69th Batteries). 
8th Brt~ade, R.F.A. (372nd, 373rd and 428th Batteries) 
533drdD~r~p:~de, R.F.A. (66th, 374th and 430th Batteries)· 
r IVtswnal Ammunition Column. . 

~~~: anF. dld21C~ t Companies, 3rd Sappers and Miners. 
" . ~~ . om.pany, R.E. 

3rd Dmswnal Signal Company, RE. 
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8rd Divisional Machine Gun Battalion (Nos. 131, 132, 133 Companies). 
1/34th Sikh Pioneers. 
3rd Divisional Train (S. & T.). 
No. 3 Mobile Veterinary Section. 

Brief Record of Service. 

Th~ 3rd (La~ore) ~iviRion served on the Weste~n .~ront !n 1914-15; in Mesopotamia 1916-17; and 
~anded m Eg.YPt m Apnl, 1918. In June, 1918, the d!Vlswn JOmed XXIst Corps, and relieved 54th Division 
m the front !me, from Kh. Umm el Ikba to near Tel el Mukhmar, a length of nearly eight miles. 

1918. 1918. 
Aug. 19.-105th Mahratta Light lnfantJ·y (9th Brigade), Sept. 20.-Brigades moved at 0500, and made steady progress 

supported by an artillery barrage. raided an in spite of vigorous resistance by enemy rear· 
enemy post on the west 8lope of Brown Hill, guards and howitzer fire from the direction of 
and killed or captured the whole garrison. The Kefr Thilth and Azzun. The greatest opposi~ 
post was stormed at 0225 in face of gallant tion was experiencf'd along the line of the Wadi 
resistance, particulnrly on the part of machine- Azzun, and 47th Sikh~ and 59th Scinde Rifles 
gunners, who stuck to thf>ir guns to the lMt. were hf>avily engaged on the high ground north 
'I' he raiders retumed to the .British lines by a and south respectively. Azzun and Kefr Thilth 
circuitous route to avoid the heavy hostile wen) taken by I 100, and a company of 2/7th 
barrage of H. E. put down in front of Brown Hill. Gurkhaa was left to clear the former of snipers. 

Sept. 19.-Tbe Division attacked on a front of 1,800 yards, 
with 54th Division on the right and 75th Divi· 
~ion on the left. 7th Brigade attacked Bir 
Adas and Fir Hill ; 9th Brigade attacked the 
strong trench system on Brown Hill ; while 
8th Brigade moved towards JiljuJich in l'eserve. 
In the right attack 2j7th Gurkhas captured 
trenches north-west of Bir Adas, and 27th Pun
jabis were equally SU('CCRsful on the west of Fir 
Hill, while lst Connaught Rangers carried the 
main Fir Hill defences against considerable 
resist.an('e ; and by 0700 the brigade was ad· 
vancing through Kefr Saba. On the left 2nd 
Dorset.s and 1/lst Gurkhas seized Brown Hill 
and Hill 283 respecth·ely, and by 0630, having 
pierced the enemy defences to a depth of two 
miles, the bri~ade was swinging eastward to· 
wards the foothills. 

8th Brig<~de was ordered to attack Jiljulieh 
and Railway Redoubt. Both positions wero 
stubbornly defended, but 2/l24th Baluchis 
stormed the Redoubt at 1030, and, at 1100, 
1st Manchesters swept the enemy from the 
village. The whole of the enemy front line 
positions were captured by 1200, and the Divi· 
sion advanced eastward on a north and south 
line through Hableh. 9th Brigade on the left 
was strongly f!ngaged (particularly 105th l\Iah· 
ra.ttas) in the advance to and capture of Jiyus, 
and, after being he:ld up for a time, 1/ lst Gurkhas 
advanced in co-operation with right ftank of 7th 
Division. 

By nightfall the Division held a line about 
two miles west of Kh. Kefr Thilth and Azzun 
on the right, with its left resting on Jiyus. 

A large quantity of war material was abandoned 
by the enemy along the Azzun road, and at 
El Funduk Connaught Rangers ca.ptured sir 
field guns, five mountain guns, two machine 
guns, 150 wagons, and 250 animals. 

The Division halted for the night on the line 
El Funduk-Kuryet. Jit-Kcfr Kalldum. 

21.-The advance was continued iu a north.easterly 
direction, the only opposition experienced being 
from the direction of Nablus on the 9th Brigade 
front. Kussein was reached abo11t 0730, but 
93rd Burma Infantry bad a. hard fight for Hill 
2533, a prominent feature two miles west of 
Nablus (or Shechern). This important posi . 
tion was captured at ll15 after a stiff climb 
under fire, and, as it afforded direct observation 
on Nablus, 3rd Divisional Artillery were able 
to shell enemy guns in action and transport. 
columns, and assist 5th Australian Light Horse 
Brigade to capture this hub in t he Turki.AIJ. 
communications. 

By 1915 all the Divisional objectives had been 
taken, and a line was occupied facing ea~t. 
astride tho Tul Keram-Nablus road through 
Beit Udhen-Za.wata-Jenne~inia-NusfJebil,jollt· 
ing up with 7lh (Indian) Division riear Samaria. 

(During the period Sept. 19-21, I ,366 prisoners 
and seventy guns were captul'ed and recorded ; 
but the actual numbers taken probably much 
exceeded these figures.) 

24.-7th Brigade marched to Jcniu, where it was at· 
ta.ched to Desert Mounted Corps, and garrison~d 
Jenin, El Afule, Nazareth, and Beisan for a wee~. 

20.-Divisional Headquar!iers, with 8th and 9th_ Bn· 
gades concentrated at Hableh; ttud 7th Br1ga.de 
at Semakh. 

7th (INDIAN) DIVISION. 

Commander.-::1-Iajor·Gen. Sir V. B. FANE, K.C.I.E., C.B. 
Commanding, Royal Artillery.-Lieut.·Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) E. C. MASSY, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., R.A. 

19th Infantry Brigade. . . , 
Commander.-Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) E. J. M. Woon, D.S.O., 97th Infantry, LA. (rehnqmsned, 

April, 1918). G d ( r · hed 
Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.·Gen.) G. A. WEIR, D.S.O., 3rd Dragoon uar s re mqms 

Oct., 1918). · b' I A 
Et. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) W. S. LESLIE, D.S.O., 31st PnnJa IS, • ., p.s.o. 

1st Battalion Seaforth Highlanders, 28th and 92nd Puniabis, 125th Napier's Rifles. 
19th Light Trench Mortar Battery. 
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Zlst Infantry Brigade. . G ) A G KEHBALL 31st Punjabis. 
L. t c 1 (temp Bng- en. · · · • Cormnnnder.- Jeu .- 0 · · · h p · b' 1/Sth Gurkha Rifles. 
2nd Bat.talion Black Watch, 1st Guides Infantry, 20t un)a IS, 

21st Light Trench l\Iortar Battery. 
2Sth Infantry Brigade (F.F.). 

Bri -Gen.) C. H. DAVIES, C.M.G., D.S.O., LA. 
Cornnunder.-Bt. Col. (temp. . g. R . t "l t Sikhs (F F.) 53rd Sikhs (F.F)., 56th PU1ljabi 

2nd Battalion LeiCester egJmen ' D s . . ' 
Rifles (F.F.). 

ZSth Light Trench Mortar Battery. 
Divisional Troops. B tt · ) 

I B · d R F A (l!lth I)Q\h 28th and D/69\h a enes . 
\lt 1 n~a ed, R. F. A. (."A :-; ":B " "c" and 527th Batteries). Transferred to 52nd 
Gfith Bnga e, · '· · ' ' 

(L 1 ndl Di,-ision in March, 1918. J my a R FA ("A " " B" and "C" Batteries). Transferred from the 52n 
:!!>1st Bngade, : : . · . , 

(Lowland) Dmswn m March. 1918· · Transferred from the 52nJ 
2G2nd Brigade, R:F .~. ('_'A," "B" and 438th Battenes). 

(Lowland) Dmswn m March, 1918. . j 
h B .· ' 1 R. F A (499nd 493rd and "C" Batteries). Transferred from the 52n 2G-!t ngac e, : :. · . ...,o;.~ ' .... 

(Lowland) Dmswn m March, 1918. . . . . 
7th Divisional Ammunition Column . Transferred from the 52nd (Lowland) Dmswn 111 

::Uarch. 1918. , d M' 
3rd and 4th Companies, 1st (King George's Own) Sappers an I mers. 
522nd (London) Field Company, R.E. 
7th Divisional Signal Company, R,E. 
l21st Pioneers. 
7th Divisional Machine Gun Battalion (Nos. 134, 135, 136 Companies). 
272nd Machine Gun Company (ceased to belong to E .E.F., 6/6/18). 
7th Divisional Train (S. & T. ). 
No. 2 Mobile Veterinary Section. 

Brief Record of Service. 

The 7th (Indian) Division served in France (1914-15), in Mesopotamia (1916-17}, landed in Egypt 
in January, 1918, joined XXIst Corps and relieved 54th Division in the Coastal Sector of the front line. 
(from near Tel el l\Iukhmar to Arsuf) , in March, taking over the Divisional Artillery of the 52ncl 
Division in exchange for its own (see aboYe), which went to France with the 52nd Di,·ision. 

1918. 
May 28-29.-Advanced the line one and a half m1ICfl on a 

at"ven mile front. 2nd Leicesters and 53rd 
Sikhs (28th Brigade) were prominent in this 
fighting, and took over lOO prisoners. 

June 8-l0.- 2lst Brigade took the" Sisters" after heavy 
fighting, in which 2nd Black Watch and lst 
Guides Infantry bore the brunt. Aa the re
sult of this ('ngagement 250 prisoners were 
taken, and the enemy lo~:~t a t'aluable obser· 
va.tion post. 

July 13.-A post in the enemy's front sy.stem was raided 
in daylight by Gurkhas of the lst Guide~, who 
captured fif teen l'riKoners and three mk.chine 
guns. 

ii 27.-A ~'Ompany of 53rd Sikhs raided a portion of 
thn enewy tranche::~ anrl oapt,nred thirty-three 
prisoners and several machine guns. 

(Much of the work in preparation for active 
operations had to be undertaken by the 
divi8ion, during August and the early part of 
September, for the divisions that could only 
be brought into the area immediately before 
the attack.) 

H lQ.-Attack on the Tabsor system carried out by 
two columns. On the right, 92nd and 28th 
Punjabis were supported by lst Seaforths 
and 125th Rifles {19th Brigade); on the left, 
2nd Black Watch, supported by 1/Sth Gurkhas 
(21st Brigade). Front line objectives were 
quickly taken by the attacking troopR, and 
th~ supporting battalions passed through and 
seJzed the support and reserye lines. During 
t_he further advance to the Felamieh-Taiyibeh 
I me, the 20th Punjabis Cltptured tho village of 
fl'elamieh, supported on the left by 2nd Black 

1918. 
Sept. 19 Watch; while t-he !)2nd Punjabis captured 

El Mejdel and took a number of prisonetrs and 
two machine guns. Further north 56th Rifles 
and 53rd Sikhs (28th Brigade) stormt-d the 
village of Taibiyeh in face of considerable re
sistance. 

20.-l9th Brigade met with most determined re· 
sistance during the advance on Beit Lid (1st 
Seaforths and 125th Rifles). The village wae 
finaiJy rushed by tho Seaforths. 28th 
Brigade pushed on from El Burj, and aei!.ed 

21.-Measudieh railway station at 0300. 53rd 
Sikhs were sent round to attack Sa.m&ria Hill 
from the west and occupy the town, while 
51st Sikhs attacked the hill from south. Both 
hill and town were captured by 0500 after a 
sharp fight, in which 200 prisoners and four 
machine gune were taken. 

21.-'fhe dil'ision ha,d fought and ma.rohed for 
· forty-eight hours, and had covered thirty

four miles over difficult a.nd rocky country, 
but all objectives had been reached, with t,be 
capture of over 2,000 prisoners &Ud twenty 
gun~. 

23.-l9t-h Briga.de ma.rched toAnebta, 21st Brigade 
to Sbu weikeh. 

24.-2lst Brigade moved to Hudeira, 28th Brigade 
to north of Kakou. 2nd Leicesters left for 
Ha.ifa in motor lonies, and arrived there on 
the following morning. 

26.-Di,·ision marched in three brigadegroupA t·id 
Zimmarin and Athlit, and. on 

29.-concentrated at Haifa. 
Orders were received to continue the nuu·cb 

to Beirut along the coa..<it roaJ. A lil:ldiuu of 
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this road, upwards of half a mile in length 
known as the "Ladder of Tyre," consisted of 
a narrow reeky trnck on the side of the cliff 
with a deep drop to the sen, nnd at on0 point 
became a tlight of steps roughly hewu out of 
the rock. The Sapper!i and Miners and I 21st 
Pioneers, assisted by infantry, by working 
oontinuou!!ly for 2! days, made the road fit for 
armoured cnrs, motors, and 60-poundcr guns. 

The di~ision mnrched in three columns, as 
follows:-

Col. "A."-XXIst Corps Cavalry and an 
Infantry Detachment. 

"B. "-28th Brigade, 8th .Mountain 
Artillery Brigade, one and a 
hali oompnnfes Sappers and 
. Minerfl, 12lst Pioneers, one. 
Machine Gun Company, one 
Field .Ambulance. 

"C. "-Divisional Headquarters, 19th 
and 2 I 8t Briga.des, Com
po!ite Brigade, R.F.A., 15th 
Heavy Battery, R.G.A., 
No. 522 Field Company, 
R.E., two sections Sappers 
a.nd Miners, Ma.ohine Gun 
Bnttnlion (less 1 Company), 
Divisional Ammunition Col
umn, a.nd two Field Ambu. 
lances. 

1918. 
Sept. 

Oct. 

29 'l'he first day's march wa!'l around the Bay 
of Acre, and, froru t he high ground near Haifa. 
the head of the column could be seen moving 
on to the new camping area., as the rear of the 
column left the old aren., more than ten miles 
apart. 

The divi~Jion camped llS followg :-

Column" A." Column "B." Column" C." 
3.-Ras Na.kura.. Acre. Ha.ifa. 
4.-Tyre. Ra~ Nakura. A<'re. 
5.-A_in Pl Burak. Ra.s el Am. Ra.<~ Nakura. 
6.-S1don. NahrelKaflmiyc. Ras el Ain. 
7.-Ed_ Damur. El Khidr. N. el Kasmiye. 
8.-Betrut. Ed Damur. Sidou. 
!J.-Be!tut. Beirut. Ed DAmur . 

10.-Bell'ut. Beirut. Beirut. 
(Column " C" m~trcbed 96 miles in eight 

days.) 

14.-l9th_ Brigade left Beirut for 1'ripolia (fifty-four 
m1les} and 

18.-reached the lattf'r towu fh·e days later. 
21.-Remainder of the division marched northward 

en rot.lte for Tripolis, and concentrated there on 
28.-ha.ving ma.reh<'d about 270 wiles in forty days. 
31.-Divisionnl Headquarters at El Mina 19th 

Brig1~de at Khan ALdi (hr"dve miles' north-
east of Tripolis), 21st Brigade a.tRns el Ladofl, 
and 28th Brigade near Nahr Berid. 

10th DIVISION. 

Commander.-l\Iajor-Gen. J . R. LoNGLEY, C.B., C.lVI.G. 
Commanding, Royal Artillery.-Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) W. B. EMERY, C.B., C.M.G., R.A. 

29th Infantry Brigade. 
Gommanda.-Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) R. S. VANDELEUR, C.B., C.l\I.G., Seaforth Highlanders 

(relinquished, June, 1918). 
Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) C. L. SMITH, V.C., 1\I.C., Duke of Cornwall's Light 

Infantry. 

1st Battalion Leinster Regiment, 1/The 101st Grenadiers, 1/54th Sikhs (F.F.), 2/151st 
Indian Infantry. 

5th Battalion Connaught Rangers, and 6th Battalion LeiMter Regiment (ceased to belong 
to E.E.F., 28/5/18). 

6th Battalion Royal Irish Rifles (disbanded, 20/5/18). 
29th Light Trench Mortar Battery. 

30th Infantry Brigade. 
Commander.-Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) F. A. GREER, C.M.G., D.S.O., Royal Irish Fusiliers. 

1st Battalion Royal Irish Regiment, 38th Dogras, 46th Ptmjabis, 1st Kashmir I.S. Infant.ry. 
6th Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers (ceased to belong to E.E.F., 2/7 /18), 6th Battalion 

Royal Munster Fusiliers, and 7th Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers (ceased to belong 
to E.E.F., 28/5/18). 

30th Light Trench Mortar Battery. 

31st Infantry Brigade. 
Commander.-Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) E. l\'1. MoRRIS, C.B., C.l\LG., Royal Lancaster Regt. 

2nd Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers, 2f42nd Deoli Regiment, 74th Punjabis, 2/The lOlst 
Grenadiers. 

5th and 6th Battalions Royal Inniskillin"' Fusiliers (ceased to belong to E.E.F., 19/6/18 
and 28/5/18 respective(y), and 5th Ba:'ttalion Royal Irish Fusiliers (ceased to belong tN 
E.E.F., 20/5/18). 

31st Light Trench Mortar Battery. 
E 
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Divisional Troops. 
67th Brigade, R.F.A. ("A," "B" and "C" Batteries). 
68th Briaade, R.F.A. ("A," "B" and "C" Ba.tteries). 
263rd Brigade R.F.A. (75th, 4Uth and "C" Batteries). 
lOth DJ\'J"IOnal Amnumition Column. 
18th Company, 3rd Sappers and Miners. 
66th and 85th Field Companies, R.E. 
lOth Divisional Signal Company, R.E. . 
lOth Divisional Machine Gun Battalion (Nos. 29, 30, 31 Compan1es). 
lOth Divisional Train (Nos. 475, 476, 477, 478 Companies, R.A.S.C.). 
25th Mobile Veterinary Section. 

Brief Record of Service. 

The lOth (Iriooh) Division, composed originally of Irish Battalions of the New Army ("First 
Ht>Rdred Thousand " ), saw service in Gallipoli and Salomka and landed m Egypt m September, 1917. 
[t then consisted of three Regular Battahons (one m each bngade), and nme New Army Battahons. 
The Division joined XXth Corps during the concentration for the attack on. Beersheba. Between 
May and July, 1918, the New Army Battalions were withdrawn for serviCe Ill France, and their 
places H.lled by Indi,<n units, with the necessary alteration in title. 

1918. 1917. 
Oct. 30.-Concentrated in the Shellal-Tel el Fara area. 
~ov. I.-6th Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers (31st Brigade) 

captured Abu Irgeig. 

:Mar. 9 Left attack.-5th Connaught Hangers occupied 

6.-After concentrating on a line north of Irgeig the 
division participated in the attack on the 
Ka.uwukah and Rushdi trench systems, on the 
left o£ 53rd Dit"ision "\\·bo were attacking Tel 
Khuweilfeh. In this fighLing, in which 2nd and 
5th Ruya.l Irish Fuoiliers (31st BrigRde) were 
prominent, a.ll objectives were gai-ned during 
the afternoon. 

'j .-Hareir:1. Tepe Redoubt was stormed by 2nd Royal 
Irish Fusiliers in face of stubborn resistance 
and heavy machine-gun fire. 

lt~ l Di~s;e~a~o~c:~:r:tl:~:~ !:;~:d :~:;~w~~dD:}~ 
30 ~ Beit Duras to Juu<:tion Sta.t ion; and then east

ward into the Jud::eaa Hills vir.i Latron. 
Dec. 2 l Relieved 52nd Division and 22Dth and 23lst 

to 5 I Brigades of 74th Division. 
ll.-Occupied the line Beit Dukka-Beit Ur Et Ta.hta

Suffa. 
, 27.-lst Leinsters (29th Brigade) captured Deir lbzia, 

while the whole line covering Jerusalem on the 
north and east was furiously engaged in repuls
ing the general Turkish attack. 

:!8.-Abu el Ainein and Kh. Rubin Ridge wf're c~tp
tured by 1st Royal Irish Regiment and Gth 
Royal Munster Fusiliers (30th Brigade), while 
;jth and 6th Roya.l lnniskilling Fusiliers (31st 
Brigade) seized Kefr Shiyan. 

29.-Et Tireh Ridge occupied and the line adva.nced 
to Batn Hamsheh-Ras Kerker-Deir el Kuddis. 

1918. 
Mar. 9.-After a winter spent in holding the positions 

gained, operations commenl·ed on a front. of 
l.3,000 yards, with 31st and 30th Brigades 
forming the right column of attack, and 29t.h 
Brigade the left coin mn. 

Right Attack.-A rapid attack by 2nd Royal 
Irish Fusiliers forced the enemy to abaudon 
~tron~ positiom on Sh. KaJrawany, near Bir 
tz Ze1t and enr~hled fitb Roy:1l IriRh Fusiliers 
to capture Ras et Tadu and Att.ara. by 0920. 
In the eveni.ng .the latter unit for~ed the crossing 
of the Wad1 J1b and seized the lower slopes or 
t~1e hill ful'thing the main ddt·nce of Jiljilia. 
J.arther to thf:' left 6th Royal Mun<~ter Fnsiliers 
and lst Royal Iri.., h Regiment pusheU back 
lhe enemy and cnptur~d Ajul. 

Neby Saleh at 0730, and l~t Leinsters also 
pushed forwat·d; but progress was slow owing 
to exceptional diffi.cmlt.ies of terrain. 

10.-Riqht attack.-5th Royal Irish Fusiliers, supported 
hy two companies s·th Royal Inniskilling 
Fusiliers, captured the strong defC'nl.!es south 
of Jiljili a, and drove the enemy in disorder 
through the villa.ge on to the slopes beyond. 
A small party, commanded by a German office!", 
held out to the last, when they were overwhelmed 
by a bayonet chii.rge. 5th Royal Iuniskilling 
Fueilierscapt.ured Kh. Aliuta againstoppottition; 
while 1st Royal Iri sh Regiment and 6th Royal 
Dublin Fusiliers ea ptured the ridge west of 
Jiljilia in fnce of st:·ong resistance. 

10. Left attack.-Ext.raordina.ry difficulties were 
encountered in the attack on Arura and Holy
wood Hill, owing to precipitous nature of the 
\V&di Ji.b, which ha~ to be crossed although 
swept by heavy uOhque fire from numf'rons 
ma.chlne guns. In spite of this, however, 6th 
Royal Irish Rifles captured the lower slopes of 
Holywood Hill and Sh. Red wan by 0730. Dur
ing the night 5th Connaught Rangers repulsed 
a counter-attack, n.nd the enemy withdrew his 
line north of the Wadi Ghari.b 

:Mar. 10.-1\:efr Tur occupied by 5th Conna11ght Rangers. 
(During the :March operations thirty miles (){ 

new roads had to be constructed durina tho 
actual fighting, to enable supplies to reach the 
l'ldvancing troops.) 

April 9.-1\:efr A in and Kefr Ain Hill were captured to cover 
the right flank of attack by 75th Divil'-ion. 

Aug.l2-13.-lst Leinsters, l/54th Sikhs, and 1/IOist Grenn
tliers (29th Brigade) su<'<:esAfully raided th~ 
El Burj-Ghurabeh Ridge, and annihilated the 
Turkish 33rd Regiment, while troops of 60th 
Division carried out a demonstration on the 
right. In this operation th;:, enemy was sur
prised, and, though he put up considerable 
resistance, suffered about 450 casualties. 

Sept. 18.-lJi\·i~ion held the line Arura to Rafa.t (exdusive)~ 
with 53rd Dll•ision on the right unU J:i'rent:h 
Palestine Detachment on the left. 

19.-lst Leinsters and 2; l5LRt Infantry {29th Brigadt·J 
capt.ured :Furkhah Ritlge and 'l'opee Hill r~speo 
tively, while 74th Punjai.Jis {3bt Brig<u.k) took 
Kh. Er Ra~. Kh. Mutwy, and Mogg: Hidge. 
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St·J•I. ::!O.-~fl5l~t lnfantrv and l.'IOJst Greaadiers (29th 
Rngade) reached 1 he line Knsr es Sanameh
:-lf>ltit,_ whcr~ they wPre helt.lup, but, supported 
by J/<>4th t:itkhs C'aptu•·ed all positions in fare 
of rfetNmined resistance, and, by 1530, were 
~!'IL'I.b!is~u~d on high g•·ound south.weet of Iskaka. 
m rf"adme~~ for fut·ther advance. 

~/42ud Ueolis and 2/IOI~:~t Grenadiers (3J~t 
H,·•g_aJe) ndvnnced to the line Ras Aish-Kefr 
J!:ll't~, ~h. Othman fa.Jling to an attack by tl1e 
Urenadters tn rout~. 2/42nd Deolis made Rix 
desper~te but unsuccessful attempts to storm 
Ra.s A1sh, and the 2/lOlat Grenadiers were 
equa.lly unfortunate i.n their attacks on the 
J\.efr Haris defences. 2nd Royal Irish Fusiliers 
(:i/:-;~ B1·igarfe) finniJ_r fl'Ahed the village of right 
Hans aud d1t~ enemy. rt.-alizing that his Kefr 

191S. 

Sept. 20 flan·k· was turned, withdrew ra pid1y from his 
pONJtJODS. 

Dt_u·ing the night of Sept. 20-21 , 30th Brigade 
mov,~g fr~m Kh. El Mutwy th.rl>llgh Huwarah: 
occ~pled Neby Belan Heightl'l, north of Nablus, 
ha:vmg_ covf'~·ed twenty-one miles of very rough 
gomg m th1rteen hourR. 

21.-31st Brigade occupied Esla.miych, and completed 
the capture of Nablus. 

22 f The area, Kh. Ferweh-Tubas-Ain Shibleh was •)t: cleared of the en:1~1~, an<l the fighting was ovrr 
- so far as lOth DJvJsJon was concerned. 

(.Between Sept. 19 and 24 6.000 prisoner,.o,. 
130 guns, and ma~ses of transport and ma.teritt. 
_wf·re t~ken on the divisiona.l front; these figtu"t-~ 
tnclndmg the captutes by Corps Cavalry.) 

52nd (LOWLAND) DIVISION (T.). 

(Ceased to belong to E.E.F. 21/4/18). 

Comman!ler.-Bt. Col. (temp. Major-Gen.) \Y. E. B. s~mH, C.B., C.JI!.G. (relinquished Se t 1917) 
Major-Gen. J. HILL, O.B., D.S.O., I.A., A.D.O. ' P ., · 

Cmmnanding, Royal Artillery.-Lieut.-Co!. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) E. C. MASSY, C.B., C. M. G., D.S.O., R.A. 
I 55th Infantry Brigade. 

C'mnmander.-Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) J. B. PoLLOK McC.<LL, C'.M.G., D.~.O. (R. of 0.) (relin
•tuished, April, 1918). 

Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) P. S. ALLAN, D.I'.O., Gordon Highlanders. 

lj4th and lf5th Battalions Royal Scots Fusiliers, l/4th and l/tith Battalions King's Own 
Scottish Borderers. 

155th Machine Gun Company, and !55th Light Trench Mortar Battery. 
156th Infantry Brigade. 

Commmulet.-Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) A. H. LEGGETT, D.S.O. (R. ol 0.). 

lk4th and 1/7th Battalions Royal Scots, l/7th and l /8th Battalions Scottish Rifles. 
!56th l\Iachine Gun Company, and !56th Light Trench Mortar Battery. 

157th Infantry Brigade. 

C. ·mmander.-Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.} C. D. HAMILTON MooRE, C.l\I.G., D.S.O., Royal Warwickshire 
Regt., T'.s.c. 

l/5th, 1/6th and l /7th Battalions Highland Light Infantry, and l /5th Battalion Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders. 

I 57th Machine Gun Company, and !57th Light Trench l\Iortar Batt<Ory. 
Divisional Troops. 

52nd Divisional Ovclist Companv. . 
26lst Brigade. R.F .A. (' · A," '· B ·' aud "C" Battenes). Transfened to 7th !Indian) 

DiYision in l\Iarch, I!ll8. . 
262nd Brigade, R.F.A. (··A .. , '' B ''and 438th Battenes). Transferred to 7th (Indian) 

Di1·ision in l\Iarch, 1918. . 
2G-!th Brigade. R.F.A. (.J.22nd. 423rd and " C" Battenes). Transferred to7th·(lndian) 

Dil'ision in i\Iarch, 1918. 
52nd DiYisional Ammunition Column. Transfened to 7th (Indian) Dil'ision in 1\Iarch, 

1918. · A 
l33rd and !34th (1\ledium), Trench Mortar Battenes, R. . 
410th, 4l2th, 4l3th (Lowland) Field Companies, R.E. 
G2nd Divisional Signal Company! R.E .. 
Pioneer Battalion, 5th Royal Insh Regnnent. 
2llth Machine Gun Company. 
02nd Divisional Employment Company. . 
52nd Divisional Train (Nos. 217, 218, 219 and 220 Compames, R.A.S.C.). 
1/lst Lowland Mobile Veterinary Section. 
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Brief Record of Service. 
52nd Di1·ision, composed entirely of Lowland Territorial Battalions, served through ~he Gallipoli 

campaign, and took part in the advance across the desert from the Suez Canal. It fought m the battle 
of Romani and the first and second battles of Gaza, m March and Apnl, 1917. 

The a~ihilation of Sea Post, a strong Turkish redoubt west of Gaza, in June, by 1/5th King's Own 
Scottish Borderers, inaugurated the series of successful raids that did so much to harass the enemy during 
the four months prior to the winter campaign. 

As a Division of XXIst Corps it played an important part in the final overthrow of the Turks at 
Gaza and the subsequent advance; but ceased to belong to the Egyptian Expeditionary Force on 
embarking for France in .\pril, !918. The Di1·isional Artillery 1Yas transferred to the 7th (Indian) 
DiYision in )L\rch, HllS, <111(1 the Artillery of tl•.:tt Division accompanied the 52nd to France. 

1917. 1917. 
Oct. 31.-The Division held the l<'ft sector of the line from Nov. 22.-155tbBrigadecapturedBeitlzza,and !56th Brigade-

the Gaza-Cu.iro road and along Sawson'a Ridge relieved 233rd and 234th Brigados (75th 
to the Sea. Division) n.t Neby Samwil, where captured 

No;. 1-2.- At 2300, after a. heavy bombardment la.sting posttions were extended during the 01gbt, in 
six dflys, 156th Brigade (temporarily a.tta.ched !!pite of cousideraLle enemy re~istance. 
to 54th Dil'i~ion) etormed UmbrE'IIa Hill, a !!4.-The Dh.·ision attacked w;tb the intention of getting 
strong redoubt and the key of the Gaza defences. astride the Jerusalem-Na.blns roar!.. The first 
The po<::ition wns stubbornly defendC'd, h11t after step was to capture El Jib and Bir Nebala, 
a. stiff fight in which l/7th Scottish Rifle:-~ were but theso commanding positions were strongly 
prominent, it \VM captured and consC1liJ.'1t<'d. held, and the formation of the ground made it 

5.-'l'he whole of the defensive system at Gaza w·as impossible to attack from the flanks. I 55th 
in British hauds, and !55th and 157lh Brigades Brigade attacked El Jib but could make no 
advanced along the beach and seized the high headway and the action was broken off. 
ground north of the Wadi Hesi. 26.-60th Division relieved 52nd, nnd the h.tter were 

S.-The advauce wa~ continued in co-operation with ordered to march to Ludd, but the Turks oom-
lruporial Service Cavalry, and after a trying menced a series of severe attacks that threa.tene(l 
march over soft sand, the high ground north- to out our communications along the Ramleh-
we~t of Doir Sineid was taken. The Turl;~ Jerusalem road, and the Lowlanders wero 
launched a determined counter-attack from hurried back into the line. 
the direction of Ascalon to retake this position 28.-l5Jt_h~~igadetookoveron theleftofthe Yeomanry 
and four times drove the Lowlanders off the DlviSton, and ! 56th Brigade went up in suppOL't. 
hill, but at the fifth attempt it was held and lf7th Scottish Rifles (l56th Brigade) assisted 
consolidated. 8th Mounted Brigade to repulse a stroucr attack. 

9.-The Division captured the line Deir Sin('id-Beit •• 29-30.-157th Brigade relieved 22nd nnd 7th ~Iouuted 
Jerj:th-Ascalon with little opposition. Brigades during the night, and the whole Division 

10.-Advanced to the Esdud-Mejdel-Herbin.h line. was engaged in stemming hostile att;u.:ks. 
The ridge north of Reit Duras was stormed Dec. l.-l/4th Royal Scots Fusiliers supported 8th Aus-
by 157th Brigade after a march of fourteen miles ~ra.lian Light Horse Regiment which was attacked 
over heavy sand. m the early morning by a Turkish A-:;sault Bat-

12.-Enewy r.c3istauce stiffened considerably and a talion. A determined attack was lllade ou the 
deterrum~d stand was made on a line through Ta.hta defences held by l57th Brigade ·:md itwa:'l 
Brown Htll and Burkah. Several assaults wero co_m_Pelle~ t<O give ground but recaptured the 
launched and heavy fighting ensued in which -·Jortgm~l _h~e after. fierce hand-to-band fighting. 
15GthBrigade was heavily engaged. Eventually 7.-.J .. .nd D1vls1on, reheved by lOth, marched to 
the whole hostile position was taken late in the Ramleh, and 
afternoon, two battalions of 75th Division 12.-concentrated on the left in the coastal sector 
co-operating on the right in the last assault. between Neby Tari and the sea, covering Sel: 

13.-The r:enemy_ cont"nued to fight stubbornly and meh and Sarona.. 
l5uth Bngade met severe opposition in the " 20~ The final advance by the Division in Palestine 
attack on the Katrah-El Mughar lino. The to was the crossing of the Auja. The river was 
attack hn.d to l~ross over 4,000 yards of open .. 21 swift and swollen by recent rain, and the ford3 

ground swept by heavy shell and machine-gun wero few and_ difficult to_ find. The ground 
fire. Yeomanry co-operation on t,he left flank north of the rtver was eHtJrely uureconnoitr\}d 
and_ a_n infantry charge on the right captured th~ and the enemy held a strong entrenched Jiu; 
pmutt~ns late in the afternoon. King's Own along the high ground overlook:ng the wide 
Scothsh Borderers da.c;hed up the hill and belt of open country through whiC'h the river 
captured _t~e 1\!ughar defences, while Royal flowed. Light ranvas rafts were constructed 
Scota ~mnhers worked their way into Katrah and. concealed in orange groves. These were 
bya~o~enesofflankattackssupported hybombe 8 ca.rr1ed to the river after dark and la~hed in 
an~ rushed the village. r ' position to form a bridge , over which i'lfantrv 
. 1 he captures at Katrah included a Turkish and ~unscrossed,sound being deadened by use ~f 
mfantry ~a.ttalion, a company of machint'- mn.ttmg. 1\Ieanwhile, ~ome infantry crossed iu 
guaners Wtth twenty-six guns, two field guns, coracles; others found a possible ford,linked arm~ 
_a~~ a large store of ammunition. and wad.ed o_ver breast deep. Post after post was 

lS.-D. IV!SICID moved up to Ludd and R"mleh, wh"re rush d I 
19 "' ~ . e m st ence at th" point of tbe bayonet 

.-tt turned to the east towards the Judrean Hill~ Wtthou~ a shot being fired. Kh. Hadrah, Sh. 
and ~c_cupie~ Kubab and Annabeh witho~i Muaunts, and Tel er Rekkeit were caiJtured b.}· 
~K:s•t~:i~io!b~ advance_ was continued with IS5th, !56th, and 157th Brigades respectively 
AI n the nght and Yeomamy and b~ dawn all objectives wcro taken witl: 

ounted Di,•ision on Lhe left. The tracks were 9., , , 310_ prtsoners and ten machine guM. 
80 ~ad that only three sections of guns accom ----.-1 he lme was further advanced to a. d 11pt.h of one 
h~~~. Lhe infantry and they had to be double: ami a hnlf miles by the oapturo of T('l el.!\[ukh 

m~r and Ar_suf; a.nU t.he Division halU thiB line 
20.-Beit Dukka. was captured by 167th BriJ!ade. w,tb tw~ brlgadeM, and one ;n reserve at Saron~~. 

unt.l rcheved by 7t.h (Tl£Uian) Diviatan in Matdl 
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53rd DIVISION. 

Omn>Mnd~r.-1\Iajor (temp. Major-Gen.) S. F. MoTT, C.B., r.p. , p.s.c. 

Commnnding, Royal Artiller.~.-Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.· Gen.) R. E. A. Le lllOTTEE R.A. (relinq1 • b o 
Oct., 1917). ' us cu, 

Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) .J. W. HoPE, D.F\.0., R.F.A. (relinquished 
Nov., 1917). ' 

Lieut.-Col. (temp. Bri~.-Gen.) .J. W. WALKER D S 0 T D R FA (T.F.). - ' ... , .. , ... 

!58th Infantry Brigade. 

Oummander.-Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) C. S. RoME. C.M.G., D.fl.O., 11th Hussars (relinquished 
· Sept., 1917). ' 

Major (temp. Brig.-Gen.) H. A. V~RNON, D.S.O., King's Royal Rifle Corps (relinquished, 
flept., 1918). 

Major (temp. Brig.-Gen.) E. H. WILDDLOOD, D.S.O., 1st Leinster Regt. 

l:i/6th Battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers (1/5th and 1/6th Battalions amalgamated 3/8/18), 
3/153rd R1fles (late Infantry) 3/154th Indian Infantry, 4/llth Gurkha Rifles. 

1/1st Battalion Herefordshire Regiment (ceased to belong to E.E.F., 19/6/18). 
158th Light Trench Mortar Battery. 

159th Infantry Brigade. 

Commander. - Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) J. H. duB. TRAVERS, C.B. (relinquished, Oct., 1917). 
Major (temp. Brig.-Gen.) N. E. MoNEY, C.l\I.G., D.S.O., Shropshire Yeomanry. 

4/5th Battalion Welsh Regiment (1/4th and 1/5th Battalions amalgamated 3/8/18), 3/152nd, 
1/153rd and 2/153rd Punjabis (late Infantry). 

1/4th and 1/7th Battalions Cheshire Regiment (ceased to belong to E.E.F., 19/6/18). 
l59th Light Trench Mortar Battery. 

!60th Infantry Brigade. 

Oommander.-Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) V. L. N. PEARSON, D.S.O., Middle;ex Regt. (relinquished, 
Oct., 1918). · 

Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) F. H. BoRTHWICK, D.fl.O., 5th Bn. Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 

l/7th Battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers, l /17th Infantry, 1/21st Punjabis, lst Battalion 
Cape Corps. . . . 

2/4th Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment (disbanded~ 13/9/18), 2/lOth Bat!ahon Ml(t
dlesex Regiment (disbanded, 20/8/18), 2/4th Battahon Queen's Royal " est Surrey 
Regiment and 1/4th Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment (ceased to belong to E.E.F., 
19/6/18). 

l60th Light Trench l\Iortar Battery. 

Divisional Troops. 

G3rd Divisional Cyclist Company. . 
265th Brigade, RF.A. ("A," "B" and "C" J3attenes). 
266th Brigade, RF.A. ("A," "B " and " C " Batteries). 
2G7th Brigade, RF .. \. (" A," "B " and 439th Batteries). 
53rd Divi•ional Ammunition Column. 

• 

436th and {37th (Welsh), Field Companies, R.E. 
72nd Company, 3rd Sappers and 1\Iiners. 
53rd Divisional Signal Company, R.E. . 
G3rd Divisional Machine Gun Battalion (Nos. 158, 159, 1GO Compames). 
1/155th Pioneers. . 
G3rd Divisional Train (Nos. 246, 247, 248 and 249 Compames, R.A.S.C.). 
l53rd Mobile Veterinary Section. 
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Brief Record of Service. 

The 53rd Division was composed originally of Territorial battalions, and landed in Egypt frmll 
Gallipoli as a Territorial Division. It took part}~ the, advance from the i:luez Uanal, the fir~t an·l 
second battles of Gaza, and eventually Jomed the XXth Uorps, on1ts formahon m Aug., 1917. Certam 
Battalions were withdrawn and others were amalgamated or disbanded between June and Aug., 1918, 
their places being taken by Indian Units and a Battalion of the Cape Corps. 

1917. 1917. 
Oct. 31.-Divbion t•oncentrated in the neighbourhood of Dt~c. 29.-15!lth B6gude captured HizmC'h and Jeba. 

El Bugga.r, and, Ji'cb. l:.L-.Early in the year 53rd Divi~ion relieved 60th 
~o>. i.-after the fall of Beersbeba, occupied the line Divisio11 asl,ride the Jeruaalem-Nablu>~ road 

north of the town, from Towal Abu Jerwul to (Et Tell-Sh. Abdallah-Arn utieh-Kh. "'ady es 
Kh. el Muweileh. SerR.h), OOth Division taking over the line east 

3.-0rdet'S were received to attack the heights of of Jerusalem in prcpara.tion for forthcomin~ 
Tel Khuweilfeh, and three days and nights of operations towards Jericho. 
almost continuous fighting ensued. !59th 
Brigade were heavily engaged, pa rticularly l /4th 
and l/5th Welsh, and 1/7th C:heshires; the 
first-named carrying a roL·ky hill at the point 
of the bayonet. 

4.-l60tb Brigade, in an esposed position, sufferC'd 
considerably from lack of water. 

191 8. 
Feb. 14.-The right of the line Wll!'O advanced to Deir Diw:m 

and Kh. Alia to protect the left flank of the 
attack bv (i0th DiYi:->:on. 

19.-2/lOth l\Iid-d lesex ca.pttucd P...ummon, and on the 
following day, 

5.-265th Brigade, R.F.A., were shelled incessantly 
throughout the day, but held their ground. Me h. 

6.-t:,sth Brigade, with l/4th Sussex a.ttached, stormed 

20.-the lino Runuuon-Garden Hill-Sh. Abdallah wa-':1 

occupied. 
7.-)fejmeh was captured by l f7th Chcsh in.•s at 051JIJ 

after a rapi~ advam·e. 
the Khuweilfeh Heighb:1 i11 the early morning. 
in conjunction with the main Corps operation, 
and reached all objectives by dawn. A Com
pany of lflst HerefordH rushed nine field guns 
in a ra.vine, complete with personnel and 
teams, but had to abandon them later. 

Five counter-attacks were launched during 
the ensuing twenty-four hours, and twice the 
enemy regained the summit for short period s, 
but were driven off with heavy losses by lf7tL 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers, ~upporte-d by accura.tc 
artillery fire. 

R.-Division concentrated at Khuweilfeh. 
4.-fifarch towards Jerusalem commenced; Hebr•m 

occupied on Dec. 5, and Bethlehem during tl.c 
night of Dec. 8-9. 

9.-The division was now in touch with !30th Division 
attacking Jerusalem from the west, and th~ 
advance was continued at an early hour. Mar 
El~a-S was occupied by lf5th \·Velsh (159th 
Br1gade} at 0800, and this Battalion was under 
the walls of the Holy City at 0845, and in action 
near the cemetery on the Jericho road at onoo. 
Later in the day l /4th and l /5th Welsh cap
tured the Mount of Olives. their advance bein(• 
assisted by lf4th Cheshires on the right and 
troops of 60th Division on the left. 

11.-Fighting continued, and a line from Abu Dis to 
El Aziriyeh, a~tride the Jerusalem-Jericho 
road wa.s occupied. 

13.-15flth Brigade captured Ra.'3 el Khamtbeh. 
17.-l4th Sussex and 2/Jth Royal \Vest Kents (I 60th 

Brigade} .seized the ridge east of Abu Dis and 
took 126 prisoners and two machine guns. 

21.-R~s ez Zamby and White Hi!l were captured by 
2j~t~ Queens and 2/lOth Middlesex: (!60th 
~ngade) after heavy fighting. and these posi
~:t~~k.were held against a strong counter-

27 -The Tu.rks made a series of desperate attack;; on 
~he lt~e covering Jerusalem, with the evirlent 
mtent10n of retaking the city, but all attacks 
Wl'r~ repulsed with heavy losses. Deir J bn 
Obetd, ~eld by 2/ lOth ~Iiddlcsex, was subjected 
to particularly fierce o.ssanltB, but, though sur
rounded, the position was resolutely defended 

~~~t~e~::~~x~ours aud eveutu:dly tclieved by 

28.-A:~:lta. wa..s takcu by !58th Brigade, aud tho li no 
nrlher advanced by the C'apture of Ras Arlwh 
~(\ Su~a (l/7th Royal Wehsh Fusiliers) and 

u.awht (1/lat Herefords). 

.• 8-9.-A night advance over diffintlt ground result ed 
in the capture of I\funatir Ridge by 1/4th 
Cheshires; and l /4th Welsh stormed D:u 
Jerir and Dr.1 gc's Hill in face of strong 'oppL'
sition. Tell Asur was captured by l/5th Royal 
·wehh Fusiliers at the point of tho bayonet., and 
successfully held against tht·ee determined 
counter-atta(·ks ; while l/lst Herefurds carried 
Chi pp H ill afte t· heavy fighting. 

l 0.-l58th and l59th Brigades captured important 
ridges in rapid succession aud Kefr Ma1ik was 
occupied at 1400. 

ll.~l59th Brigade reached the south bank of the ·wady 
Kola by 0900. 

, ll-12.-A night advance by the Division secured th~ 
line Nejmeh-Rock Park-Kh. Abu Felah
Mezrah el Sherkiyell. In an attempt to ad
va.nce beyond this line a company of 2/lOth 
Middlesex were heM·ily counter-atta.ck0d on 
the slopes of Kh. Amurieh, and this attack wa..:~ 
not pushed home. 

Me h. 
to 

Sept. 

1 53rd Di.,.·i.-;ion remained in the same se-ctor of 
~ the line throughout thc summer. 

lS.~The general attack that was to smash the Turkish 
Armies in Pa.!._.,;tine commenced at 2200, when 
1/ l?th Infantry (160th Brigade) moved north 
in the direction of Square Hill, followed bv the 
rest of the brigade. Further to the left i59th 
Brigade captmed Round Hill (overlooking 
Kh. Abu Felahl at 2n0. 

11J.-4/5th 'Velsh ( 159th B1·iga.dc ) captured Kew Hilt 
H.nd Pt. 2401 by 0045, and l 60th Brigade took 
Va.lley View at 0215. Strong enemy position.i 
at Sh. el Azeir, El Mugheir, Boulder Boil, au.J 
Pt. 2362, attacked from the renr by l j7th Royal 
\Velsh Fusiliers, were in our hands by 030(1, an•l 
I he Cape Corps seized Square Hill at OJ.'ill. 
15Dth Brigade captt1rcJ Hindhead (4/5th \Vel..., h). 
and were heavily engaged near Kb. Abu i\h\ 11 1, 
where 3115~nd Infantry, after three unsucce.s.~
ful assaul b, stormed the Jdcnces at du~k. 

20.-Kb. ,_Tiboit and Gallow~ Hill ·were stormed bv lha 
Cape Corps, but a. fierce counter-attack by 'Ov•'r
whelming numbers, covere-d bv heavy si1t•lli1P' 
forceJ. thPm to witiLJrnw. l/i7t-h I.ifantn r~: 
capture' I Kh. Jibeit at 1:?30, tmrl took· l;:i1) 
prisoner~. 

2/153rd Infantry (I 59th Brignde) captu•c 1 
Ras et Ta.wil, hnt I 58th Bri~ad<!" w .. re hPlJ •p 
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1918. 
1918. 

Sept. 20 for a . t.imc by stu bboro opposition south of 
Kb .. Btrket el Kusr. At miUuight the division 
contmucd the ndv1tnce. 

Sept. 2 1 ~y nightfall the division had reached Beit 
D!'Jan and Beit Furik, having dislodged tbe 
enemy ~rom positions of great natural strength 
and dt:tven the remnant fifteen miles across 
most dtfficult country on to the cavalry patrolJ 
_o~ _Desert Mounted Corps. 

21.-5/Gth Royal 'Velsh Fusiliers and 4/llth Gurkhas 
(158tb Brigade) seized Kh. Birket el Kusr and 
Pt. 2906 resJX'ctively. l 59th Brigade ad
vanced rapidly capturing Kusro.h (4/fith Welsh) 
a.nd Akrabeh, at 0400 and 1000 respect,ively. 26.-Dt~~:~.n concentrated in. the Sinjil-Tell Asur 

54th (EAST ANGLIAN) DIVISION (T.). 

Gommander.-Major-Gen. s. w_ HARE, C.B. 

Commanding. Royrd Artillety.-Lieut.·Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) D. B. i'hEWART, D.S.O .. R. ·\ . 

161 st Infantry Brigade. 

Gommander.-Bt. Col. (tem]J. Brig.-Gen.) W. MARRIOTT DoDJNGTON, Oxford. & Buc.k,. Light Infantry, 
p.s.c. (relmqu~Rbcd, Feh., 1918). 

Major (temp. Brig.-Gen.) H. B. H. 0RPEN PAT.MER, D.S.O., Royal Irish Fusiliers. 

lfJth, 1/:lth, 1/6th and l /7th Battalions Essex Rcgt. 
161st Light Trench lllortar Battery. 

16Znd I nfanlry Brigade_ 

Gomwmder.-Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) A. l\IuDGE, C.M.G., Queen's Royal We:;t Surrey Regt. 

1/'ith Battalion Bedfordshire Regiment, 1/4th Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment, 
1/lOtb and 1/11 tb Battalions London Regiment. 

1Cud Light Treuch Mortar Battery. 

16Jrd Infantry Brigade. 

Commauder.-T,ieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) T. WARD, C.M.G., T.F. Reserve (rclin~ni>IJed, April, 1918). 
Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) A. J. McNEILL, D.S.O., Lovat's Scouts Yeoruamy. 

1/4th and 1/5th Battalions Norfolk Regiment, 1/utb Battalion Suffolk Regimertt, 1/Sth 
Battalion Hampshire Regiment. 

163rd Light Trench Mortar Battery. 

Divisional Troops. 

270th Brigade, R.F.A. ("A," "B" and "C" Batteries). 
27lst Brigade, R.F.A. ("A," "B" and 440th Batteries). 
272nd Brip-ode, R.F.A. ("A," "B" and "G" Batteries). 
54th Divisional Ammunition Column. 
484th and 486th (East Anglian), and 495th (Kent}, Field Companies, R.E. 
54th Divisional Signal Company, R.E. . 
54th Divisional Machine Gun Battalion (Nos. 161, 162, 163 Compames). 
54th Di,~sional Train (Nos. 921, 922, 923 and 92± Companies, R.A.B.C.). 
1/1st East Anglian Mobile Veterinary Section. 

Brief Record of Service. 

54th Division, composed entirely of Territorial Battalions, foug-ht through the Uullipoli campaign; 
landed in Egypt in December, 1915 ; and marched across the desert from the :Ouez Canal. 

It took part in the first and second battles of Gaza in l\Iarch and Apnl, 1917 ; hold t~e left of the 
line in front of Gaza in June and July; and eventually was included in XXht Cor!" on Its formatiOn 
in August. 

Throughout the Palestine campaign 54th Division fought unchanged in its ortler of battle. 
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1917. 
!917. July 14-15.-The Turkish redoubt known as Beach Post was 

successfully rmded by one company 1/Sth 
Hampshires (163rdBrigade), with one company 
:! 15th Hampshires (232nd Brigade), attached. 

Deo, 22 

!918. 

1/ llth Londons storming Bald Hill, which wa!l 
1.trongly held, in the course of this engagement. 

., 20-21.-1/Jth Bedfords (162nd Btigade) successfully 
raided Umbrella Hill, an important redoubt 
south of Gaza, and 

., 27-28.-followed this up by a second raid. 
No'V. :!.-The Division attaokcd Gaza with the 156th 

Brigade of the 52nd Division attached. In 
the enemy front line system the 15Gth Brigade 
captmed Umbrella Hill ; l /5th Suffolks and 
l fSth Hampshires, assisted by l/4th and 
l /5th Norfolks, stormed El Arish Redoubt; 
1/6th a.nd l /5th Essex captured Beach and 
Sea Post.s and Rafa Redoubt at the point of 
the bayonet. Zowaiid and Cricket Redoubts 
also fell to the Essex (U3lst) Brigade; whilst 
the l /5th Bedfords and 1/ 11 th Londons pushed 
on and seized Sheikh Hassan and Gun Hill 
respectively, strong points in t,he Turks' second 
line of defence. All positions were consolidated 
and held in spite of determined counter-att.acks. 

7.-The 162nd Brigade occupied Be lab Trench-Turtle 
Hill. Patrols through Gaza found it evacuated 
and a defensive line from Sh. Rcdwan to the 
sea was occupied and linked up with t.he line 

_ held by 75th Division on the right. 
19.-The Division reached Lndd and proceeded to 

~;;a~ver rt portion of the new line covering 

27.-The Turks heavily attacked on the line Beit 
Nabal a.-D ear Tureif-Wilbelma, but were re
pulsed by the 162nd Bt·igade, particularly <Stout 
defence being put up by the l f4th Nortbamp
tons (162nd Brigade) at Wilhelma. 

:28.-l f5t h Essex raided thP Tmkish trenches on the 
south bank of the Auja. 

30.- 1/5th Bedfords repulsed a Turkish attack on 
Zeifizfiyeh Hill. 

Dec. 2.-l f6th Essex repeated the raid on Turkish 
trenches. 

11.-l f~th Norfo~ks ( 163r<~ Brigade). and" C" Battery 
..... 72nd Fteld :\-rttHery Bngade l·e pnlsed a 
second detel·mmed Turkish attack on Zeifiz
fiyeh Hill. 

15.-Th~ 163rd Brigade captmed Kh. el Bornat (5th 
~~~~~!a~~ifil~~-d Et Tireh on the fringe of 

~2.-The 161st ar~d 162nd Brigades advanced the line 
to the Rwer Auja, north of Mulebbis, the 

l\1arch 12.- The l62nd and 163rd Brigades advanced the line 
further to a depth of four miles, capturing 
Mezeirah (l/5th Bedfords a.nd 1/llth London!t) 
Kb. Dikerin (1/.J:th Northamptons) , Mejdel 
Yaba (!/lOth Londona), and Ras el Ain (!/4th 
Norfolks). 

Sept. 18.-lGlstBrigadeat l\Iejdel Ya.bu.; 162ndBrigade at 
~Iczeirah-Kuleh ; and 1 G3rd Brigade, Kuleh
Rantieh. 

1 D.-0-~20.-Division advanced on a front of 3,000 
yards, and by 0700 had captured 
Crown Hill (!/8th Hampshires), Kefr 
Kasim and Jevis Tepe (1/4th and 
1/5th Essex), strong resistance being 
experienced by the 16lst Brigade a.t 
Ka.sim ·wood. 

1105.-0~hlu l'epe was stormed by the 1/lOth 
Londons and l/4th Nortba.mptons. 
During this action the 1/lOth Londons 
ru!<hed and captured t.wo 5·9-inch 
howitzers on high ground overlooking 
the Wadi Kanah. 

1115.-Sini Tepe was captured by 1/5th Essex, 
after stubborn resistance. 

1515.-Kh. Sirisia was taken by 1/4th Norfolks, 
supported by !/5th Norfolks. 

The Division had to advan<'C over 
broken and difficult country, but all 
objectives were taken by nightfall, 
with 600 prisoners and eleven guns. 

A feature of the day's fighting was the 
use made of captured enemy machine 
guns. 1/Sth Hampshires, in particular, 
used captured guns with satisfactory 
results. 

20.-The 163rd Brigade occupied north and south line 
through Bidieh by 0300. 

24.-The Division concentrated in the Hableh area; 

28.-started the march to Haifa, and on 

Oct. 4.-concentrated at Haifa. 
23.-The advance northward to Beirut was continued 

and on 
31.-the Division marched through Beirut at the hour 

that hostilities with Turkey ceased. 

60th DIVISION. 

Oommander.-Major-Gen. E: S. BuLl!'tN, C.B., C.V.O. (relinquished, Aug., 1917). 
, . MaJor-Gen: Su J. S. M. SHEA, K.C.M.G., C.B., D.S.O., LA., p.s.c. 

Commandtng, Royal Arttllery.-Bt. Col. (temp. Brig.·Gen.) H. A. D. SrMPSON-BAIKIE, C.B., R.A. (re
. lmqmshed, Aug., 1917). 

Lieui9i~\: (temp. Brig.-Gen.) H. M. DRAKE, R.F.A. (relinquished, Oct., 

Col. (temp. Brig.-Gcn.) W. A. RomNSON, C.B., C.M.G., R.A. 

179th Infantry Brigade. 
Gommander.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) FITZ J. M. EDWARDS 

Feb., 1918). ' 
C.M.G., D.S.O., LA., A.D.C. (relinquished, 

Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) E. T. HuMPHREYS, D.S.O., Lancashire Fu>iliers, p.s.c. 

2fl3th Battalion London Regime t ?/19th p · L. / 
3/151st Punjabi Rifles (late I~f~ntr ) UUJa 18• 2 127th Baluch Light Iufantry, 

2/l4th, 2/15th, 2/16th BattoX L d yR, · 179th LJ.ght T h , ... t wns on on egrment (ceased to helon" toE E F 19'G/lu) renc 1uur ar Battery. o · · ., 1 o. 
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180th Infantry Brigade. 

Commamlel'.-i\Iajo{9l~e)~P· Brig.-Gen.) F. i\1. CARLETON, D.S.O. (R. of O.), p.s.c. (relinquished, Aug., 

Rt. C?l. (temp. Brig.-Gen._) J. HILL, D.S.O., LA., A.D.C. (relinquished, Sept., 1917). 
Bt. Lteut.-Col. (temp. Bng.-Gen.) C. F. WATSON, C.l\I.G., D.S.O., Queen's Roval West 

Surrey Regt. · 

2, 1tltl~ Battalion London Regiment, 2nd Guides Infantry, 2/30th Punjubis, 1/o0tl1 
humaon Rtfles. 

2fl7t.h and 2f20th Bat~lions London Regiment (ceased to belong to E.E.F., 19/6/18 
and 2/7/18, respectively), 2jl8th Battahon London Re"iment (disbanded 10/7/18) 

180th Light Trench Mortar Battery. " ' · 

181st Infantry Brigade. 

Commander.-Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) E . C. DA CosTA, C.l\l.G., D.S.O., East Lancashire Regt. 

2f22nd Bat~alion London Regiment, l/30th Baluchis, 2/97th Deccan Infantry, 2j152nd 
PunJab1s (late Infantry). 

2f2lst Battalion London Regiment (disbanded, 11/6/18), 2f23rd and 2/24th BattalioUJJ 
London Regiment (ceased to belong to E.E.F., 2/7/18). 

18lst Light Trench Mortar Battery. 

Divisional Troops. 

30lst Brigade, R.F.A. (" A," " B " and " C " Batteries). 
302nd Brigade, R.F.A. ("A," "B " and 413th Batteries). 
303rd Brig1de, R.F.A. ("A," "B" and "C" Batteries). 
60th Divisional Ammunition Column. 
No. 1 Company, 1st (King George's Own) Sappers and Miners. 
519th and 52lst (London) Field Companies, R.E. 
60th Divisional Signal Company, R.E. 
60th Divisi!'nal 1\Iachine Gun Battalion (Nos. 179, 180, 181 Companies). 
60th Divisional Train (Nos. 517, 518, 519 and 520 Companies, R.A.S.C.). 
2/2nd London Mobile Veterinary Section. 

Brief Record of Service. 

60th (London) Division, composed entirely of London Territorial Battalions, served in France 
f rom June to December, 1916, was transferred to Salonika, and eventually landed in Egypt in June, 
1917. It reached the front in July, and joined XXth Corps in August. 

The Division was reorganized in July, 1918, when seven Battalions were withdrawn for service in 
France and two were diebanded. The vacancies were filled by Indian units, and the Territorial title 
was dropped. 

1917. 
Oct. 30.-Conoentrated about the \Va.di l\llrtaba, six miles 

south~west c.f Beersheba. 
31.-179th and lSlst Brigades attacked the Beersheba 

defences from south-west, on r ight of 74th 
Division. 2/14th and 2/15th London broke 
through by 1230, and twenty minutes later a ll 
objectives were taken. 2/l 3th London were 
shE'lled and machine-gunned from direction of 
Eeersheba, 80 the battalion advanced about a 
mile and captured two 77mm. guns. 

Nov. 6.-Attacked Kauwukah and Rushdi systems at 
1230, with 74th on right and lOth oo loft. 
I 79th and ISOth Brigades broke through, after 
two hours sharp fighting, and occupied Sheri& 
Station. 

7.-Tel Esh Sheria. still held out but the enemy was 
dislodged after a. sharp fight. 

IR-Division concentrated at Gaza, aod ma.rclJed 
northward oo the following d ay. 

,. 24 i Relieved 232nd B1·igade (75th D!vision) a.nd 52.nd 
to Division, in the Judrean Hllls. on the line 

, 27 Soba-Kustul- Nebi Samwil- Reit I zza.. 
Dee. I. - Three determined ho<:tilt- attacks on .~ebi Samwil 

were beu.t~u off, with a los8 to the enemy of 
500 killed. 

1917. 
Dec. 5.-23l st Brigade (Nth Divi"'ion) took over the Kebi 

Sawwil-Beit Izza sector, and 60th Di...,.if:ion 
concentrated about Kustul for the attack on 
JeruMlem. 

S.- 179th Brigade. with mountain bi\tteries, crosst'd 
the Wadi Surar during the night and seized the 
high ground south of Ain Karim at 0330. Th~ 
right of the line t hus secured, the main attack 
Jw the 180lh Brigade began at dawn (0515) iu 

heavv rain, and by 0700 the defenc-es on the 
fomlidable ridge Ovl:'rhangiug thr 'Yndi Surn.r 
were captured. Strong r esistanct:> was experl
enl·ecl at the "Heart aud Lin:.r" redoubts, and 
the works at D eir Yesin; and the left of tin• 
attack was held up until 1530 when a bnyon~"~ 
charge dislodged the enem,L :rhe steel~ slopes 
to Lifta were swept by hostile machme-gyn 
fi re, but ! 80th Brigade pushed 9» and occupwd 
the village nt dusk. . 

9.~The Turks evacuated Jentsa lem durmg the 
11ight, and the city S LU'I't:'Hdl•red to Genel'al 

8i~~ll~;, l?e~?guards were l'!lgaged at,ul positir.n .~ 
\\ ere occupied nt T el el lul and, Hl)nfat.: fum 
milea north of Jerusalem on the Nablus J ontl. 

11.-Di~isioo occupied the line Tel el Ful-Beit Haunion 
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1917. 
Dec. 23.-2/24tb London ad va.nced 800 yards on the left, 

and 2/LSt,h London stormed Kh. Adnseh, but 
the main o.ttack was postponed and this advanced 
position was abandoned. 

27.-'l'ho Turks attacked along the whole lino covering 
Jorusah."m at 0130, and bitter fighting continued 
throughout the dn.y. A particularly violent 
iiottack at dawn enabled them to gain a footing 
in a. portion of our line, but 2/15th London 
oounte.r-attacked and, in spite of heavy shelling. 
recaptured the lost grow1d. Thirteen costly 
attacks had been delivered by dusk with the net 
gain to the enemy of the advanced ·posts on 
Kh. Ras et Tawil and the quarry north of 'l'el 
el Ful, abandoned in the early morning to over· 
whelming numbers. 

28.-lSl st Brigade occupied El Jib and Bir Nebala, 
and lSOth Brigade took Kh. Adaseh at 1725. 
2/20th London captured Er Ram, and the line 
Er Ram-Rafat was occupied at UH5. 

2!:1.-Tel eo Nasbeh and the bill north of Kefr Akab 
were taken by 2/lDt.h and 2/20th London, 
respectively, and these battalions stormed Shah 
Salah at 1520. On the right 2/17th 2/18th 
seized the ridge immediately th.west of 
Burkah, and on the left the Tahuneh ridge was 
carried by 2/22nd and 2/23rd. Beitin and 
Balua were taken during the night by !80th 
and 18lst Brigades respectively, and the line 
carried on to near Kh. el Bnrj where junction 
was effected with 74th Division. 

1018. 
Fob. 1 3.-The Division held the line Deir lbn Obeid-Ras es 

Sutfa-Hizmeh, taken over from 53rd Division. 

14.-l Sl stBrigade occupied Mukhmasand Tel~s Suwan. 
19.-l70th Brigade captured El Munta.r; lSOth Brigade 

stormed Arak Ibrahiro after severe fighting ; 
and J Slat Brigade seit.ed Splash Hill and Ras 
et Tawil. 

20.~ebel Ekteif and Taiaat ed Dumm were captured 
by 179th and 180th Brigades, respectively, 
while 18lst Brigade advanced four miles alonrr 
the n~rt.h of the Wadi Farah. Ne by l\lusa wa~ 
occupLCd b_v 2/l4th London, in co.operation 
with New Zealand Mounted Brigade. 

21.--Th~ Divi~ion occupied the line Rujm e~h Shema~ 
1Jy7h-I~h. Kakun-Jebel Kuruntul, and, the 
obJect of the advance achieved 

22.-withdrew to the line Jebe1Ekteif-1;alaat ed Dum m 
-Raset Tn.wil, with 144 prisonersandsix maf'bine 
guns. 

Mar. 9.-lSlstBrigade advanced rapidly over rough country 
a~d El Madbeh and Kh. el Beiyuclat were occu
~ted by 2/24th and 2/22nd London, respec~ 
ttvely. With 2/2lst astride ·wadi Aujah at 
0930, 2/24th, supported by Light Armoured 
Car Batteries, captured Abu Tellul at 1630. 

14.--The advanc~ wa~ continued and El Musallabch 
captured m sp1te of opposition. 

22.-'l'he first crossing of the Jordan, swollen and 
unfordable, wa~ effected by swimmers of 2/l!)fh 
Londo~t at HaJlah at 0100, and as the result 
of their efforts 2/19tb and 2/18th Ba-ttalions 
w~re able to cross on rafts and a light pontoon 
bndgc by 1200. 

23.-Swimmers L"each~d the eastern bank at Ghoraniyeh 
~~e~~!S.; ::~lmg and bridge construction com-

24.-'l'he whole force detailed for the Amman raid 
had crossed the river by o5oo. 

191R. 
Mar. 24 I 70th Brigade captured El Haud, and J8lst 

Brigade took Sbunet Nimrin. 2/22nd London 
captured three guns in their attack on Tel el 
l\Iusta. 

25.-'l'he advance was delayed by weather conditions 
but l79th BL'igade occupied Ea Salt at 2000. 

28.-'l'he first attack on Amman commenced at J 300. 
2/23rd and 2f2lst Battalions wero held up 
1,000 yards north-west of Amman by inten~e 
ma<:hino-gun and rifle fire, and 2/l/th and 2/lSth 
were ordered up from Ea Sir in support. 

30.-After thirty-six hours almost continuous fighting 
a night attack was launched at 0200. 2/22ud 
London captured 135 prisoners and four 
machine guns. but were held up 500 yards from 
their -objective (the" Citadel") at 0845. 2/lSth 
on their right were also held up by a heavy 
frontal fire. 2/2lst on the extreme left, though 
repeatedly couuter.attacked, invariably held the 
advantage in the hand.to.hand fighting that 
ensued. 2fl8th London again tried to storm 
the " Citadel" at 1500, but were checked by 
heavy fire from right flank, and slwrtly after 
ord£rs were received to withdra,t. 

l\Ieauwhile the Battalions left to hold Es Salt 
defeated an enemy attack fr<lm the direction 
of Kefr Huda. 

'l'he D1vision started to withdraw during tho 
night, anti 

April 3.-tbe rear units re-crossed the Jordan. 
30.-The troops detailed for the Es Salt raid crossed to 

east of Jordan. !80th Brigade attacked Shunet 
Nimrin and captured some advanced positionl', 
but the enemy were st.rongly posted and no 
further progress was possible. l79th Brigade 
attacked El Haud but met with no better 
success. 

l\Iay 3-4.-The force withdrew west of Jordan after heavv 
:fighting, covereb. by 18Ist Brigade, who fanned 
an extended bridgehead. 

Sept. 17.-lSOt~t.B_riga~e relieved 28th Brigade 7th (Indian 
DJvJSJon) m the coastal sector, and the Di>ision 
concentrated north and north-east of Arsuf. 

ID.-180th Brigad~ atta_cked on a front of 1,500 yard~ 
at 0440, With l/~Oth Kumaon Rifies (supported 
~y 2/97tb Infantry of !S ist Brigade) on the· 
r~ght a-':ld _2nd Guides Infantry on the left. 
1hc ObJective of this attack was the strong 
trenc~1 sy_stem on the extreme right of the· 
Turktsh h~~· consisting of three lines of pre
p~red postttons. These wore Roll carried bv· 
Oo40, a.nd by 0650 2/19th London had forced 
the Nabr el Falik and established a bridge
bead to cover the adva.nc<> of the cavalry 
lSlst Brigad~ pushed forward and 2/2:?nd 
London, !30th Baluchis and 2/152nd Punjabie 
reached a north and south line through Umm 
Sur at 1400. This Brigade advanced sixteen 
and a half milea in twelve and a half hour"'~ 
and 2/22ud London and 2/l52nd Punjabis 
coytured '.fu~keram and lrtah, respectively. 
With 835 pnsooers. The Punjabis captured 
seven 77rum. guns in this lao;t engarrement 

, I~no~k!~g out. the teams with Lewis gu~-fire. ,. 
20.-The_DJvlston advWJ.ced at. (1501) and 3/15l8t Punjl\ bi 

R_dles (l79th Bl"igade} captt1red Anebta and th~ 
B1r Asur tunnel. 

21.-The lin~ Jebel Bir Asur-BC'!ah--Shuweikeh was 
occup1ed, 

25.-and the Division concentrated at Rantieh in Armv 
Reserve, legs 18lst Brigade, which remained 
at Kakon for escort duty. 

74th (YEOMANRY) DIVISION 

0' (Ceased to belong to E E F 7/5/lS • 
ommander.-Bt Col (tem M . G · · · .) 0 . · · P· aJor- en.) E. S. Gmnwoon CB S · · 
ommandmg, Royal Artillery.-Lieut -C 1 ( . , ' · ., cottJsh R1fles. . . o. temp. Bng.-Gen.) L. J. HExT, C.M.G., R..\. 
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229th Infantry Brigade. 

Commander.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gcn.) R. HoARE, D.S.O., late 4th Hussars. 

l~th (Royalist Devon and Royal North Devon Yeomanry) Battalion Devonshire Re!!iment 
l~th (":est Somerset Y comanry) Battahon Somerset Light Infantry. 0 • 

l!th (Fife and Forfar Yeomanry) Battalion Black Watch. 
Lth (AYJ: and Lanark Yeomanry) Battalion Royal Scots Fusiliers. 
4.th Machme Gun Company. 
229th Light Trench Mortar Battery. 

230th Infantry Brigade. 

Commondcr.-Lient_.-CoL (temp. Brig.-Gen.) A. J. McNEru, D.S.O., Lovat's Scouts Yeornanrv (re-
hnqmshed, Dec., 1917). • 

Dt. Lie~t.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) H B. H. 0RPEN-PALMER, D.S.O., Royal Irish Fusiliers 
(relinqmshed, Feb., 191 8). 

Major (temp. Bn;:r.-Gen.) W. J. BowKER, C.M.G., D.S.O., i<omeJRet Light Jnfantr: 

lOth (Royal East Kent and West Kent Yeomanry) Battalion East Kent Re~iment. 
16th (Sussex Yeomanrv) Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment. " 
15th (Bnffolk Yeomanry) Battalion Suffolk Regiment. 
12th (Norfolk Yeomanr1·) Battalion Norfolk Regiment. 
209th Machine Gun Company. 
230th Light Trench Mortar Battery. 

l31 st Infantry Brigade. 

Commander.-Major (temp. Brig.-Gcn.) W. J . BowKER, C.M.G., D.S.O., Somerset Lirrht Infantry (re-
linqui, hed, Sept., 1917). 0 

Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) C. E. HEATHCOTE, C.M.G .• D.S.O., Yorkshire Light 
Infantry. 

lOth (Shropshire and Cheshire Yeomanry) Battalion King's Shropshire Light Infantry. 
24th (Denbighshire Yeomanry) Battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 
25th (Montgomeryshire and Welsh Horse Yeomanry) Battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 
24th (Pembroke and Glamorgan Yeomanry) Battalion Welsh Regiment. 
210th Machine Gun Companv. 
23lst Light Trench Mortar Battery. 

Divisional Troops. 

ll7th Brigade, R.F.A. ("A," " B," 366th and "D" Batteries). 
4!th Brigade, R.F.A. (340th, 382nd, 425th and "D" Batteries). 
74th Divisional Ammunition Column. 
X 74 and Y 74 (~1edium), Trench Mortar Batteries, R.A.. 
No. 5 (Royal Monmouth), No. 5 (Royal Anglesey), 439th (Cheshire) Field Companies, R.E. 
74th Divisional Signal Company, R.E. . 
Pioneer Battalion l/12th Loyal North Lancaghire Reg1ment. 
26lst Machine Gun Company. 
74th Divisional Employment Company. . 
74th Divisional Train (Nos. 4-17, 4!8, 449 and 450 Comparues, R.A.S.C.). 
59th Mobile Veterinary Section. 

Brief Record of Service. 

74th (Yeomanry) Division was formed in January, 1917, of eighteen dismounted Yeomanry re~iments, 
including twelve that had served in Gallipoli. . Th~ newly-formed Infantry battalions _were brought up 
to strencrth with drafts, and reached the front m trme for the second battle of Gaza u~ Apul. • 

As ~n Infantry Division it jCJined XXth Corps on its formation in August, and, durmg Au~ust aJJll 

September, Brigades were eu1ployed altemately in holding portions of the line and coll&lructmg 110" 

defences in the left sector. 
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:\fter takina part in the attack on Beersheba, the capture of J~rusalem, and the subsequmt ltill
fi.,htina during the winter months, the Division embarked for France m l\1ay, 1918, and ceased to belong 
t,; the "Egyptian Expeditionary Force. 

Q('~~l~O.-Concentro.ted south-west of the Wadi Saba. 
3t.-2:Hst and 230th Brigadcli attacked Becrshebn. at 

0830 on the left of UOth Division, lOth East 
Kents (Buffs) and 12th Norfolks leading t~e 
attack. Their objectives were the mam 
Turkish trench.Jine immediately south of the 
Wadi Saba. Stubborn ·resistance was met with 
but all objectives were tn ken by 1330. Later 
in the day 230tb Brigade crossed the Wadi 
Saba. and rolled up all host.ile defence:-; as far 
north as the Beersheba-Tcl el Fara road . while 
a brigade of 53rd Division threatened them from 
the west. 

Nov. G.-:?30th and :?29th Brigades attacked the system of 
trenches and redoubts covering Sheria at dawn, 
with yeomanry on the right and 60th Division 
on the left. Stubborn resistance was encoun
tered, but all positions east of the railway were 
stormed by 1515, and the Division mo\'ed to the 
high ground north of Sheria Several guns and 
raachine guns were captured and a way cleared 
for the advance of the cavalry. 

17.-Division marched to north of Deir el Belah, and 
23.-vid Gaza towards :Mejdel and Latron. 
28.-A composite Artillery Brigade was sent forward 

from Latron in support of the Yeomanry 
::\Jounted Division, who were heavi ly attacked on 
the Be it Ur el Foka-Beit Ur et Tahta-Suffa line. 

29.-23lst Brigade relieved 8th and 6th Mounted 
Brigades, 

30.-and, throughout the day, was heavily engaged 
repulsing strong Turkish attacks between Et 
Tireh and Beit Ur el Foka. 

Dec. 3.-lOth Devons (229th Brigade) recaptured Beit Ur 
el Foka, which had been abandoned to the 
enemy on Nov. 28. Seventeen prisoners and 
three machine guns were taken in this engage
ment and several very determined counter. 
attacks were re.pulsed with heavy losses to the 
Turks who left fifty dead in the village alone. 
The village was again abandoned in the after
noon as it was dominated by high ground and 
~~,::.continually swept by hostile machine-gun 

5.-The Division took over the Neby Samwii-Beit 
Izza Sector from 60tb Division, and 

7.-extende~ the line southward to Sh. Abd el Aziz, 
one mile south.east of Beit Surik. 

8.-A general attack along the XXth Corps front. was 
launched j~st before dawn. 230th Brigade 
captured Be1t Iksa. by 1100, but further adYance 
to t~e Kh. el Burj Ridge was held up by heavy 
shellmg and en 6lade machine-gnu fire from the 
right flank. 

1917. 
Dec. 9.-2:!!1th Brigade completed the capture of the NelJy 

Samwil Ridge before dawn, and the right of 
the lino, swinging north towards Beit Hannina 
linked up with GOth Division astride the Jerwm
lem-:Na.blus road. Enemy resistance weakened 
cons iderably and tho line was advanced to four 
miles north of Jerusalem. 

11.-'l'he Division moved to the left to conform with 
Corps redi stribution, and took over the Neby 
Samwil-Bcit Izza-Beit Dukka line. 

2G.-24th \Velsh Regiment {2iHst Brigade) stormed 
Hill 1910, one mile north of Beit Dukka, and 
beat off a heavy counter-attack. 

27.-24th Royal "''elsh Fusiliers (23lst Brigade) cap
tured Kh. Ed Dreihemch at 1015, and beat off a 
counter-attack after withdrawing slightly. 229th 
Brigade was heavily engaged on the Zeitun 
Ridge, where the last objective was rushed after 
dark. 

28.-:24th Royal \\'eh;;b FuRiliers and 24th \Velsh Regi
ment took Hill 2,450 and Kh. El Jufeir respec
tively, and 229th Rrigade captured Beitunia at 
1550 agaim-t strong resistancP. 

29.-'J'!te enemy made determined efforts to hold 
Ram Allah, but it was taken, after a stiff fight, 
Ly 230th, supported by :?29th Brigade. 

30.-A night attack by 230th Brigade resulted in the 
capture of the Kh. Et Tireh-Kh. El Burj line. 
The captured positions were conf'.olidated, the 
Division having advanced over five miles in 
three days, through rugged and difficult country, 
and against continual &.nd stubborn opposition. 

1918. 
l\Iar. 8.-The Division advanced astride the JernMlem

Nablus road, with 53rd and lOth Divisions on 
right and left respectively. Ain Sinia was 
captured by 230th Brigade after a stiff fight. 

9.-23 1st Brigade rushed hostile defence!! at Selwad by 
0525, but two assaults on Ye1rud by 230th 
Brigade were unsuccessful. 

10.-The precipitous ridge of Burj el Lisaneh was 
stormed at 0300 and successfully de-fended 
against- three counter-attacks, while 230th 
Brigade reversed the verdict of the pre\'ious 
day by capturing Yebrud and Burj Bardawile 
after heavy fighting. This Brigade again 
advanced to a depth of nearly two miles again~t 
considerable resiRtance. 

ll.-23lst Brigade captured Sh. Selim, while 230th 
Brigade occupied the ridge overlooking Sinjil. 

This was the final ope-ration of the 74th 
(Yeomanry) Division in Palestine, and after a 
few weeks spent in holdin!! the captlll·ed line 
the Division was withJrawn for service iu France. 

75th DIVISION. 
Gommanrler.-)Iajor-Gen. P. 0. PALIN, O.B., O.M.G., I.A . 

• Commanding, Royal A•·tille•·y.-Lieut.-Ool. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) H. A. BoYcE, D.S.O., R.A. 

232nd Infantry Brigade. 

Cummander.-Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) H. J. HunnLESTON CM G D s 0 JI,T 0 D t R · 
, • • • . • ., .:.1 .• , orse egnnent. 

l/4t\.~.ai~:~~ri~'i ltshire Regiment, 72nd Punjabis, 2/3rd Gurkha Rifles, 3rd KashwiJ 

2/5t\ ~att:lion H~mp/shire Regiment (disbanded, 17/8/18), 2/4th Battalion Somer"et Li··ht 
2~/;f1~j.· an 1 5th Battalion Devonshire Regiment (ceased tu belnn!:( to E.E.rF., 

232nd Light Trench Mortar Battery. 
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2J3rd Infantry Brigade. 

Commandcr.-Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gcn.) Hon. E. M. CoLS'l'ON C.i\1 G D SO 'I V , . 
Guards. ' · ., · · ., " · .0., Grenadier 

1/5th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry, 29th PunJ'abis 2/154th I di I 
3/3rd Gurkha Rifles. ' n an nfantry, 

2/4th Battalion Dorset Regiment {disbanded 17/8/18), 2/4th Battalion H 
ment (ceased to belong to E.E.F., 28/B/1S). ampshire Regi-

233rd Light Trench Mortar Battery. 

ZJ4th Infantry Brigade. 

Commander.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) F . .T. ANL~Y, C:B., C.M.G. (relinquished, Nov., 1917) . 
. Bt. L~eut.-Col. (teml?. Bng.-Gen.) C. A. H. MACLEAN, D.S.O. Argyll & S th 1 d H" h-

landers (rehnqmshed, Oct., 1918). ' u er an ig 
Lieut.-Col. (temp. Rrig.-Gen.) F. P. H. KEn y CM G D S 0 125th N · • R'fl I A · , - . ., . . ., ap1er s 1 es 

1/4th Duke of Cornwall'~ Light Infantry, 58th Vaughan's Rifles (F.F.), 123rd Out~a~·~ 
Rifles, 1/152nd Pun~abis (late Infantry). 

2/!th B~ttalion Devonshire Regiment (disbanded, 17/8/18). 
23!th Light Trench Mortar Battery. 

Divisional Troops. 

37th Brigade, R.F.A. (389th, 390th and 405th Batteries.) 
172nd Brigade, R.F.A. (391st, 392nd and 406th Batteries). 
1st South African Field Artillery Brigade ("A," "B " and "C" Batteries) 
75th Divisional Ammunition Column. · 
496th (Kent) Field Company, R.E. 
Nos. 10 and 16 Companies, 2nd (Qtieen Victoria's Own) Sappers and Miner' 
75th Divisional Signal Company, R.E. "' 
7'5th Div!sional Machine Gun Battalion (Nos. 229, 230, 231 Companies), 
2/32nd S1kh Pwneers. 
75th Divisional Train (Nos. 925, 926. 927 and 928 Companies, R.A.S.C.). 
60th Mobile Veterinary Section. 

Brief Record of Service. 
The 75th Division, made up of units (Territorial and Indian) recently arrived from India, was 

included in XXIst Corps on its formation, and on 
1917. 

Oct-. 31.-was concentrated in the lHamura area 
Nov. 6-7.- Duringthenight the 233rd Brigade captured Out

post and Middlesex Hills in the trench system 
south of Gaza, and on the morning of Nov. 7 
captured Green Hill, and occupied Australia 
and Fryer's Hills. The 232nd Brigade had 
captured The Labyrinth and Ali 1\Iuntar, and 
occupied Th~ QuanyandDelilah's Neck by 1330. 

8.-Tank and Atawineh R edoubtR were occupied by 
234th Brigade and Composite Force. 

9.-The advance northward was commenced with 
232nd Brigade lead!ng, and tl~is 

10.-Brigade occupied Suafir el Gharbiyeh by 1900. 
12.-2f5th Hampshires and 2f3rd Gurkha~'! (of 232nd 

Brigade) co-operated with 52nd Division in 
attack on,and captureof,Burkah and Brown HilL 

13.-The 233rd Brigade captured E l 11Iesmiye and, with 
232nd Brigade advancing through Yasur. pushed 
back Turkish rearguards covering Junction 
Station, taking 2\)2 prisoners and seven machine 
guns. 

l4.-123rd Rifles, supported by 58th Rifles (234th 
Brigade}. captured Junction Station. 

l9.-23:?nd Brigade captured Amwas and Latron by 
noon, and, with 58th Rifles attached, pnshed 
on through difficult bill country in face of f'On
sidt-rable opposition to within one mile of SuriR. 

20.-While ::?/:!rd Gul'khas and l/5th DE'vons advanced 
ea9t.ward along the steep hills north of the road, 

1917. 
Nov. 20 the 2/5th H ampshireA and 58th Rifles enveloped 

Saris, which was stormed by the 2/4th Somer
sets at 1415. Subsequently, 3/3rd Gurkhas 
overcame fresh resil'ltance from the l:'nemy; and 
at 1700 the 213rd Gurkhas of 232nd Brigade, 
with 1/5th SQf.nerset Light Infantry and l /4th 
'Viltshires (233rd Brigade}, assaulted and carried 
the final defencE's of Kuryet el Enab. 

2J.-2~2nd Brigade captured Kustul (ll30), and 234th 
Brigade, after occupying Soba, El Kubeibe, and 
Biddu, sent forward 1/4th D.C.L.I. and 123rd 
Rifles to attack Neby Samwil. The 2/4tb 
Hampshires and 3/3rd Gurkhas (233rd Brigade) 
co-operated in the last-named engagement, and 
this strong position was stormed late in tlw day 

22.-Noby Samwil heavily <'ounter-at.tacked. Severe 
fighting around El J ib by 1/5th Somersets and 
l f4th Wiltshire~'! of 2~::trd Brigade, with l f5t.h 
Devons and 2/3rd Gurkhas of 232od Brigade 
attached. 

,, 23.-Attack on El Jib by the same units, in face of 
heavy shell and marhine-gun fire. . . 

, 23-25.-233rd and 234th Brigades relieved by 52?-d Dtvt
aion, and 232nd Brigade by I 79th Br1gade of 
60th Di'dsion. Intermittent fighting continued 
during this relief. 

kttack on Sh. el Gharbawy repulsed by 2/4th 
30 ~ Hampshires support~d by one company 3/3rd 

1. ~ Gurkha.s (atta.chcd 54th Division). 
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~~~.~- 11.-0l•cupied line hlidieh -ZC>bdah .J\:h. Humid-Budrus
l:ih. Obt>id Rnhil (:!:l~nd Br'p-ade). 

t:~.-C•Lpturt-d Kibbieh (2/~rd (.:urkhas~;' Da!hrnh 
(:!/5th Htlmpshin·~); h.h. Ibanneh (a:sth Rliles). 
Kb. el Bornat oc<.·upied by ~/.J.th Somerset"-

2:?.-h.h. el Rt•ida a.nd 'Kh. el Bireh oct•upicd by 232nrl 
Brigadt•, witl1 f'il:H h Ritlt>s attached. 

l91S. 
lt.lor. S.-2.'3rd Gurkhas (23~nd Br igJdo) captured. J)<-'ir A bu 

.Mt•..;Jml, Abud and ALud Ridge. 
,.11 l:?.-:!/4th Somersets {232nd Bric;tH.le) occupied Rentis. 

12.-~"'ighr.:ng in Wadi BaHut; 232nd Brigade occupied 
Rijal Sufah, an(l captured Mnghair Ahmeh (2/4th 
SornNset'3); Bcn;ll Bnrry (2/3rd Gurkha-S); Deir 
Kul1th (2/5th Jlamp~hirt"~); Kh. el Emir (!/5th 
Dtn·C'ns): 2/3rd Gurkhas captured fl i"Tty enemy 
who ha.d fortiticd a cave and wete holding up 
the atta.ck with machine guns. 234tb Brigade 
(co-operating with 54th Division on their lefq, 
occupied tht:> Kh. Ba.ra'aish-Kefr Insha ridge, 
crossed the W:.tdi Rallut and seized the Ballut 
ridge. thr 1/4th D.C.L.I. capturing Ballut vil
lage a.t 1430. 

April 9.-EI J\:efr, Sh. Nafukh-Toogood ll_ill, Berukin, and 
Tin H at Hill were ~:Jtonned by 2/3rd Gurkhas, 
2/Sth Hamp~hires, l /5th Devons, and 2/4th 
Somersets re!'lpectively. in face of considerable 
opposition. The 1f.5th Somersets, and 2/4th 
Dorsets subsequently reinforced by l23rd 
Rifles. carried Rafat village and Three Bushe:-1 
Hill respectively, while l/4th D.C.L.J. cap
tnn•d Hafat Ridge. Later in the day, 2/4th 
lJor~cts and 123!'d Rifles were heavily counter
attacked ou Three Bushes Hill. 

IVlS. 
April 1 0.-/)n~:n· lighting nmund Bt-ru\;in, Ararn., and Rafnt9 

in which units of 232nd and 2331-d Brigadt"~ 
were heavily e-ng:tgl•d against German and 
Ttu ki!<h troop". 

11.-l:?:{rd 1-tifles of 23-:llh Rri~allc were involved in 
sncrt: light ing on 'l'hree Bushes Hill. 

:!i.-Attempted raid on l f<ith D.C.L.l . n.LRafu.tr~:pulsed. 
Determined night 1ttta('ks on 2/4th Dortiets (Tin 

311 1 HatHill)and 58th Rifles(Rttfl~t),and an attemp-
Alay 1 \ tcd mid ou 2/Cit.h Ha.mp.-.hires (Toogood Hill) 

were be a ten off. 
,July 13.-At.taok by German a.s~n.ult troops ou 3/3rd Gurkhas 

at RnJ:~t., after an in ten."e bombnrdment, was 
Lrvkt>IJ up nud !wavy casual tie~ inflicted on the 
enemy. 

At~~· 31 April, the division was rdieved Ly the Frencl1 i 
After having been continuoHsly in t he Jin. e sin('(> 

Rcpt. !3. ~~~:~nt~ ~:i:~:~:~! ::~~ tl:~~~eD~~i~~~~;bab~: 
19.-0iii0.-1/4-tb Wiltshil'es of 2:i2nd B1·igade captured 

:Miskeh. 
O&U0.-58th and l 23rd Rifles (234th Brigade) Ctl.J•· 

tured enemy defensive system west of 
Et 'l'ireh. 

l100.-232nd Brigade, assisted by l/152nd Pun
j a.bis of 234th Briga(lc, ca;ried Et Tire:h 
after stubborn resi.'ltDnce. 

"A" Squad1·on, XXIst Curps CaYu.h·y, and No. 2 
L.A.C. Battery, under orders of G.O.C., 75t.h 
Di \·ision, pressed on and attacked Turkish col· 
UlJl n s retreating on Tul Kera.m. 

At midnight the division came into Corps Reserve, 
concentrated about Et Tireh and :6-.fukeh. 

BRIGADES (Non-Divisional). 
DIPERIAL CAMEL CORPS BRIGADE. 

Commandc1r.-Bt. J"ieut.·Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) C. L. SMITH, V.C:., ~I.C., D.C.L.I. (relinquished, June, 
1918). 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) C. S. RoME, D.S.O., llth Hussars. 

lst (Anzac) Battalion. Four Australian Compauies. 
2nd Battalion. Four Brit-ish Compauies. 
~rd (Anzac) Batt-alion. Four Australian Companies. 
4th (Anzac) Battahon). Two Australian and two New Zealand Companies. 
Two Detached Compauies (British). 
No. 26 Machine Guu Squadron (late Scottish Horse). 
H~ng Kong and Smgapore Mountain Battery, R.G.A. 
Brtgade Ammunition Column. 
Field Troop, R.E. 
Signal Section, R.E. 
Detachment, R.A.S.C. 
Australian Camel Field Ambulance. 

31.- Enguged near the Wadi Saba, west of Beersheba. 

I.-In .~ction at Towal Abu Jerwal in co-operation 
~\J_tl~ ~ he A.natralinu and New Zealand Mounted 
Dn· lsJOn. 

t:t.- Eugage?. in r~pul':l il_lg a dct£'rwined counter -a tta<:k 
near Id Khu weilfeb 

to 
Dec. 

12.-0ccupied Yebnab in eoujutJetion with \'"eom~ry 
Mounted Division. 

15.-Co-operated with Yeomanry Division in thu 
at_tack on, and capture of, !he Abu Shu ... he4 
H1dge. 

n I . 
U) Engag~d 10 ope-ration.e around Jaffa.. 
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.Me h. ::!7.-The brigud7, hav-ing crossed the Jordan at Hajlah, 
moYed d1rectly on Amman, over difficult coun
try rendered almost impassable by bad weather. 

~B.-The enemy, holding Amman in strength, checked 
the advance, but demoli tion pal't,ies were able 
to destroy a section of the line near Libbcn. 

~9.-Hrnvily engaged ou the right of the attack on 
Amman and, 

30.---ca~~~~~d fi~:~ trenches, but were held up by en-

31.-Tbc withdrawn_! having been ordered the brigade 
rea('hed Es Sn· at 07 15, and eventually '\ithdrew 
t<.o the west Lank of the Jordan. 

1918 . 

At~~~ 9/. The enemy launched A. series of strong attacks 
(led by ~ German storm battalion), after a 

11 I ~eavy arb11ery bombardment, aga inst the posts 

)fay 
to 

m the_Musallabeh 8al ient, held by lst (Anzac) 
Battalion, b11t they we,·e repulsed after hard 

. fighting, w~th <'Onsiderable losses to the enemv. 
1 ( Co-operated 1~1 the Es Salt Raid by carrying o~t 

3 \ demonstratJons on the west bank of the Jordan. 

J11ly } Headquarters and two companies carried out 
to operatious in northern Hejaz including cApture 

Aug. of Mudawara. station with 133 prisoners. Th1s 

~~~::r:~t~~~~il!~. Beersbeba on Sept. 6 having 

20th INDIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. 
Commantler.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) H . D. WATSON, C.M.G. C.I E M V 0 I • (r"l1'nq·11·shed Jan 1918). ' . ., . . ., ·-"· c ' • ' • . , 

Lient.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) E. R. B. MuRRAY, 90th Punjabis, I.A. 

!lOth :'IIahratta Light Infantry. 
Alwar I.S. Infant.y. 
Gwalior I.S. Infantry. 
Patiala I.S. Infantry. 
::li~nal ::lection (British), R.E. 
20th Indian Infantry Brigade Train. 

Brief Record of Service. 

The 20th (Indian) Infantry Brigade arrived in Egypt from India in Nov., 1914; was engaged in 
rcpelhng the Turkish attacks on the El Ferdan Sector of the Suez Canal in 1915; and took part in the 
advance into Palestine in 1917. 

The Brigade operated in the Gaza-Mendnr sector during Oct. and Nov., 1917; held the GhoraniYeh 
Bridgehead from April to .Sept., 1918; and, finally, took part in the advance on Amman in Septen1ber 
as part of Chaytor's Force (q.v.). 

49th INDIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. 

Oommander.-Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) E. R. B. MuRRAY, 90th Punjabis, I.A. 

1/The 101st Grenadiers. 
2/The 10bt Grenadiers. 
Signal Service (British), R.:K 

Brief Record of Service. 

The 101 st G1enadiers landed in Egypt from East Africa on Sept. 4, 1~16, and joined 29th (Indian) 
Infantry Brigade on Canal Defences. The battalion was formed into two battalionson Feb. 3, 1917, 
and the Brigade became 49th (Indian) Infantry Brigade (two battalions only), on Apnl 15. 

The brigade was in support to 54th Division on Samson's Ridge (April 1917), and, later, took over 
the Canal, and Rafa, defences. 

In Jan. 1918, the bri"ade was disbanded and the battalions composing it joined 20th (Indian) 
Infantry Brigade, and, on °niay 1, 29th Infantry Brigade of lOth Division (q.v.). 

PALESTINE LINES OF COMMUNICATION. 

HEADQUARTERS. 
Oummander.-Bt. Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Ge.n.) E. N. BROADBENT, C.M.G., D.S.O., King's Own Scottish 

Borderers. 

Canal Zone. 
Comnu1ttder.-Lieut.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) A. H. 0. LLOYD, C.B., C.M.G., M.V.O., Shropshire Yeomanry. 

Aw;tralian and New Zealand Training Centre (l\Ioascar). 
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Mounted Troops. 
"C" Squadron Royal Glasgow Yeomanry (less one troop), 
Camel Coastal Pat.rol. 
Nos. 5, 7, 8, 9, 10 Companies,. Imperial Camel Corps. 
Nos. 1, 3, 6 Comparues, B1kamr Camel Corps. 
Arab Scouts (taken over by F.D.A.). 
1st Squadron Cavalry, Egyptian Army (employed under O.E.T.A.). 
No. 1 Company Egyptian Camel Corps (employed under O.E.T.A.). 
Indi<>n Cavalry Base Depot. 

Artillery. 
Anti-Aircraft Group, R.A. . . . 
Nos. 30, 38, 85, 96, 102, 103,119,120, 122, 12!, 125,126, 151,152 Ant1-Aircraft Sectwns, R.A. 
No. 204 (C<>lcutta) Battery, R.G.A. 

Armoured Trains. 
Nos. 1 and 3. 

Machine Gun Corps. 
221st, 262nd, 26±th Machine Gun Companies (ceased to belong to E.E.F., 7/5/18). 

Engineers. 
35th A.T. Company, R.E. 
357th, 359th, 360th Companies, R.E. (Water Units), 

Infantry. 

555th (Lancashire), 569th, 570th, 57lst (Devon), A.T. Companies, R.R 
Nos. 1 and 2 Egyptian Sapper Companies. 

1st Garrison Battalion Royal Warwickshire Regiment, 1st Garrison Battalion Devonshire 
Regiment, 1st G::•rrison Battalion Essex Regiment. 1st Garrison Battalion Northampton
shire Regiment, 2nd Garrison Battalion Ch~Rhire Regiment, 19th (Western) Bat
talion The Rifle Brigade, 'l'.F. 

:lnd Battalion West India Regiment, 2/18th Infantry, 2nd (Reserve) Half Battalion Cape 
Corps, 1st, 2nd, 3rd Egyptian Infantry Battalions, Egyptian Detachment Palestine 
Gendarmerie (2 Companies employed under O.E.T.A.). 

Nos. 1, 2, General, and Indian Infantry, Base Depots. 

Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Nos. 16 (Acts as Base Depot) and 31 Veterinary Hospitals. 
Advanced Depots of Veterinary Stores, Ludd and Jerusalem. 
No. 3 Base Depot, Veterinary Stores. 
Nos. 2, 3, 4 Camel Hospitals. 
Nos. 1 and 2 Field Veterinary Detachments, and No. 23 (Indian) Field Veterinary Secti(Jn, 

Royal Army Service Corps. 

(a) Mechanical Transport :-
No. 7 (Egypt) Mobile Repair Unit. 
493rd M.T. Company (Supply Column). . 
1080th M.T. Com,rany (No. 3 Motor An1bulance Transport Company). 
Advanced M.T. Sub-DepOt, Kantara .. 

(b) Horse Transuort ·-

No. 900 Co~pan~ A.S.C. (23rd Au.xiliary H.T. Company). 
(c) Supply Companies :-

Nos. 18 and 27 Field Bakeries. 
Nos. 18, }9, 20, 21, 36, 37 L. of C. Supply Companies, 
No. 17 E~eld Butchery (ceased to exist 21/3/18). 

(d) Came! Transport <;orps :-
,, 0," •· Q" and '· S" Companies, 
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Area Employment Oroups. 
No. 3 Group :-

Nos. 809, 810, 811, 812, 813 Companies. 

No. 4 Group:-
No. 808, 814 and 815 Companies. 

Postal Units. 
British:-

Advanced Base Army Post Offices, SZ 8 and SZ 9. 
Army Post Offices-SZ 2, SZ 7, SZ 14, SZ 17, SZ 18, SZ 23, SZ 27, SZ 32, SZ 3-!, SZ 38, 

sz 43. sz 47, sz 48, sz 49, sz 57, sz 58 sz 59. 
Travelling Post Offices (Railway Trains)-DAL, KAL, LAD, L~\.E:, LAP, PAL, RAB, 

BAR, JAP PA.J. 

COMMAND DEPOT. 
Mounted Troops. 

LINES OF COMMUNICATION UNITS. 
(Controlled by General Headquarters.) 

Headquarters and Administrative Centre Imperial Camel Corps (Abbassia). 

Engineers. 
389th Ach·ancecl Park Company, R.E. 
46th Base Park Company, R.E. 
5 Railway Transportation Sections, R.E. 
Railway Operating Division.-Nos. 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 9±, 95, 99, 100, 101, 102, 

103, 104 and 105 Sections, R.E. 
98th Light Railway Train Crew Company, R.E. 
115th, 116th, 265th, 266th Railway Companies, R.E. 
272nd Railway Construction Cempany, R.E. 
Light Railway Survey Section, R.E. 
299th (Indian) Railway Construction Company. 

Signal Service. 
L. of C. Signal Companies, R.E. " !If," Sinai, Sou'th Palestine, North Palestine •. 
Airline Sections, R.E. Nos. 12, 62, 68, 69 and 105 (Ind1an). 
Northern W/T Section, R.E. 
No. 6 Light Railway S1gnal Section, R.E. 
Egyptian Construction Section. 
Base Signal Depot, R.E. 

Schools of Instruction. 
Imperial School of Instruction (Zeitoun). 
Senior Officers School (Heliopolis). 
Officer Cadet Battalion, Egypt. 
Branch School (El Arish). 
School of Cookery (Ismailia). 
Central Gas School (Rafa). 
l\I.T. Drivers Training School (Lorries). 

Royal Army Service Corps. 

(a) Horse Transport :-
137th Company (2nd Base Horse Transport Depot), Kantara. 
973rd Company (Advanced Horse Transport Depot), Ludd. 
Indian Transport Depot, Richon-le-)';ion. 

(b) Camel Transport Corps:-
No. 1 Camel DepOt, Kantara, No. 2 Camel Depot, Ramleh. 

• 
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(c) Harbour Transport :-
R.A.S.C. Motor Boat Company. 

(d) Supply Companies :-
X os. 22, 34, 35 (L. of C.) Supply Companies. 
19th Field Bakery (less detachment). 

(a) Inspectorate of Recruiting (Cairo):
Recruiting Camps (Sohag, Assiut, Cairo). 

(b) Military Labour Bureaux (Alexandria, Port Said, Cairo, Ismailia, Jafla, J erusa!em, Haifa). 

(c) Egyptian Labour Corps :-
. Headquarters and Advanced Depot. Ludd. . 

Base Depot, Kantara. 
Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 21, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 

37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 
59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 
81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 
102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 1~0, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 
119, 120 Companies. 

Remounts. 
No. 1 Remount Depot (40th and 47th Squadrons). 
No. 2 Remount Depot (44th Squadron). 
No. 3 Remount Depot (46th Squadron). 
No. 4 Remount Depot (Australian Remount Unit). 
Nos. 1 and 2, Camel Remount Depots. 
Nos. 1 and 2, Field Remount Sections. 
No. 1 Camel Field Remount Section. 
No. 1 Syce Remount Corps. 

Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Veterinary Hospitals Nos. 20, 21 and 26. 
Convalescent Horse Depot. 
Advanced Base Depot of Veterinary Stores. 
No. 1 Camel Hospital. 
Indian Veterinary Hospital. 

Ordnance. 

Nos. 9, 11, 24, 25, 26, 27, 31, 123, Detachment 136, 138 and 139 Companies R.A.O.C. 
and Detachment No. 140 Boot Repairing Company. 

Nos. 16, 32, 38! 39, 44, 56, 113, and 141 Companies, R.A.O.C. and Headquarters No. 140 
Boot Repamng Company, R.A.O.C. (employed with R.A.O. Base Depot). 

Nos. 22, 23, 24 (Medium), and No. 39 (Light) R.A.O. Mobile Workshops 
Nos. 1 and 2, Ammunition Depots, L. of C., R.A.O.C. . 
Nos. 1, 2 and 3, Advanced Ammunition Railheads, R.A.O.C. 

Postal Units. 

Briti•h:-
Base Army Post Offices K., T., Z. 
Advanced Base Army Post Office SZ 10. 
Army Post Offices-S,Z ~· S~,5, f\Z 6.' SZ 11, SZ 12, SZ 15, SZ lti, ::>Z 20, SZ 22, sz :.!4 

. ' . sz 25, sz 26, sz 50, sz 55, sz 56. 
Tia\ellmg Post Offices (Railway Trains)-CAT. TAC. 

Australian :-
Base Army Post Uflice SZ 3. 
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New Zealand:-
Base Army Post Office SZ l. 

Indian:-
Base Army Post Office "E." 

~\iscellaneous. 

H.Q. ~r';'l)' Print.ing and ~tationery Services (Egypt and Salonika). 
Commission of Graves Reg1strahon and Enquiries. 
Central Claims Bureau. 

FORCE IN .EGYPT. 

HEADQUARTERS. 

Commander.-Col. (temp. )lajor·Gen.) H . D. W.usoN, O.B., O.l\J.G., O.I.E., M.V.O., I.A, 

Sollum Section. 
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C(•l/llilander.-T.ieut.-Ool. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) R. }!. YORKE, 0.~1.G., D.S.O., Gloucestershire Regiment. 

~\ounted Troops. 

Infantry. 

Royal Glasgow Yeomanry (One Troop "0" Squadron). 
Imperial Camel Corps (No. 6 Compan_,·). 
Bikanir Camel Corps (No. 7 Company). 

1st Garrison Battalion Notts. and Derby Hegiment, 1st Garrison Battalion Liverpool 
Regiment, 1st Garrison Battalion Royal Irish Regiment, 2nd Ganison Battalion 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers, 20th Garrison Battalion Rifle Brigade, 21st Garrison Battalion 
Rifle Brigade (to India, 28/9/18), 40th (Palistinian) Battalion Royal Fusiliers. 3rd 
Egyptian Infantry Battalion, one Company. 

Machine Oun Corps. 

Machine Gun Corps, Base Depot. 
Machine Gun Section, Egyptian Army. 

Armoured Cars. 

Light Armoured Oar Brigade (less 3 Batteries):
Headquarters. 
No. 3 Light Armoured Oar Battery. 
Nos. 5, 6, 7, 9 Light Oar Patrols (Ford Cars), 
Heavy Armoured Car. 

Armoured Trains. 

No. 2 Armoured Train. 

Royal Army Service Corps. 
(a) ~Ierbanical Transport:-

H.Q. and Sollum Detachment, 790 Company (Western Force JILT. Supply Column), 
:!\o. 1079 )LT. Company (No. 2 Motor Ambulance Transport Company). 
Nos. 14 and 15 (Egypt) Mobile Repair Units. 
AdYanced M.T. Sub-Depot, Cairo. . 
Training School for M.T. driYers (Lorry), Helmwh. 
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(b) Horse Transport :- , 
313 H.T. Company (6th Auxiliary HorseCompany). 
Matruh Detachment, 671 Company (Aux11lary Horse Transport Company), 

(c) Supply Companies :-
23rd L. of C. Supply Company. 
2/3rd " D " Supply Company. 
Detachment No. 19 Field Bakery. 
No. 26 Field Bakery. 

(d) Camel Transport Corps :-
Detachment from No. 1 Camel Depot. 

Area Employment Group. (No. 2.) 
Nos. 80!, 805, 806 and 807 Companies. 

Miscellaneous. 
Command Depot (Abbassia). . 
Egyptian Army Transport Corps (Tel-el-Keb1r). 

ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT. 

HEADQUARTERS. 
Commander.-Col. (temiJ. Brig.-Gen.) R. C. BOYLE, C.B., C.li1.G. 

Mounted Troops. 
Bikanir Camel Corps, Nos. 2, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10 Companies. 

Coast Defence Artillery. 
103rd (Local) Company, R.G.A. 
Royal Malta Artillery Detachment. 

Royal Engineers. 

lalantry. 

13th Base Park Company, R.E. 

1st Garrison Battalion Ro,·al Scots (2 Companies), 5th (Reserve) Battalion British West 
India Regiment, 1/ IOth Burma Rifles. 

Royal Army Service Corps. 
(a) Mechanical Transport :-

No. 8 (E>(.Ypt) i\Iobile Repair Unit. 
No. 303 ~LT. Company (Divisional Ammunition Park). 
No. 500 M.T. Company (Base M.T. Depot). 
No. 6H M.T. Company (Heavy Repair Workshop and Stores Branch). 
No. 1078 M.T. Company (No. 1 Motor Ambulance Transport Company). 

(b) Horse Transport :-
No. 671 Company (9th Auxiliary Horse Transport Company). 
No. 930 Company (24th Auxiliary Horse Transport Company). 

(c) Camel Transport :-
Detachment No. 1 Camel Depot. 

(d) Supply Companies :-
Nos. 24 and 25 L. of C. Supply Companies. 
H.Q. and l/3rd " D " Supply Company. 

Area Employment Group. (No. 1.) 

Nos. 800, 810, 802 and 803 Companies. 

Miscellaneous. 

Command Depot (Sidi Biahr). 
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DEL TA AND WESTERN FORCE. 

(Ceased to exist, April 8, 1918.) 

Commander.-Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) H. G. CASSON, C.B., C.M.G. 

25th Motor Machine Gun Battery (disbanded, 18/l /18). 

ARMY MEDICAL SERVICES. 

DIVISIONAL FIELD AMBULANCES. 

4th Cavalry Division. 

lOth Cavalry Brigaile Combined Field Ambulance (formerly 6th Mounted Brigade Field 
Ambulance, formerly l f2nd Ro~1th Midland Mounted Brigade Field Ambulance). 

llth Cavalry Bngade Combmed Field Ambulance (formerly 8th Mounted Brigade Field 
Ambulance, formerly 1/lst London Mounted Brigade Field Ambulance). 

12th Cavalry Brigade Combined Field Ambulance (formerly 22nd Mounteil Brigade Field 
Ambulance, formerly 1/lst North Midland Mounted Brigade Field Ambulance). 

5th Cavalry Division. 
13th Cavalry Brigade Combined Field Ambulance (formerly 5th Mounted Brigade Field 

Ambulance, formerly 1/lst South Midland Mounted Brigade Field Ambulance). 
14th c,valry Brigade Combined Field Ambulance (formerly 7th Mounted Brigade Field 

Ambulance, formerly 1/1st Notts and Derby Mounted Brigade Field Ambulance). 
15th Cavalry Brigade Combined Field Ambulance (formerly 124th Indian Cavalry Field 

Ambulance). 

Australian Mounted Division. 
3rd, 4th, and 5th (formerly Australian Camel Brigade Field Ambulance) Light Horse 

Field Ambulances. 

Australian and New Zealand Mounted Division. 
1st and 2nd Light Horse, and New Zealand Mounted Brigade Field Ambulances. 

3rd (Lahore) Division. 
llOth, llltb, and ll2th Indian Combined Field Ambulances. 

7th (Indian) Division. 
128th, 129th, and 130th Indian Combined Field Ambulances. 

lOth Division. 
154th Indian Combined Field Ambulance (former!;~ 32nd Field Ambulance). 
165th Indian Combined Field Ambulance (30th F1eld .}mbulance disbanded). 
166th Indian Combined Field Ambulance (formerly 31st Field Ambulance). 

52nd Division. 
lflst, l f2nd, and lf3rd Lowland Field Ambulances (ceased to belong to E.E.F., 21/4/18). 

53rd Division. 
1/lst Welsh Field Ambulance. 1 1. C b' d 
113tb, 170th (formerly 1/2nd Welsh), and 171st (formerly l f3rd Welsh), nnan om me 

Field Ambulances. 

54th Division. 

60th 

2f1st, l/2nd, and 1f3rd East Allglian Field Ambnlanccs. 

Division. . d 
121st Indian Combined Field Ambulance (2f4th London Field Ambulance dJsbande ). 
HiOth Indian Combined Field Ambulance (formerly 2(5th London F'f~d~~b]'lancl). 
179th Indian Combined Field Ambulance (formerly 2/6th London F1e u ance · 
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Hth Oivision. I E E F 7/"118) 
229th, 230th, and 231st Field Ambulances (ceased to be ong to '.. '. '., <.>, • 

75th Division. . 
g3rd Indian Combined Field Ambulance (former!)~ 1!7th FJCld Ambulance). 
127tlt Indian Combined Field Ambulance (l45th Field Ambulance disbanded). 
163rd Indian Combined Fielcl Ambulance (formerly l46th F1eld Ambulance). 

20th Indian Infantry Brigade. 
15ith (formerly llOth) Indian Field Ambulance. 

Palestine lines of Communication. 
Scottish Horse Field Ambulance. 

CASUALTY CLEARING STATlONS AND CLEARING HOSPITALS. 

Palestine Lines of Communication. 
26th, 3.'Sth, 66th, Uth, 76th Casualty Clearing Stations (35th Casualty Clearing Statiun. 

ceased to belong to E.E.F. , April , 1918). 
24th Indian Clearing Hospital. 
31st Indian Clearing Hospital (formerly 31st Combined Clearing Hospital). 
15th Combined Clearing Hospital. 
32nd Combined Clearing Hospital (formerly 75th Casualty Clearing Station). 
33rd Combined Clearing Hospital (formerly 77th Casualty Clearing Statwn). 
3±th Combined Clearing Hospital (formerly 65th Casualty Clearing Station). 

STATIONARY HOSPITALS, etc. 
Palestine Lines of Communication. 

24th, 26th, 36th, 43rd, 44th, 45th, 47th, and 48th Stationary Hospitals (43rd Stationarv 
Hospital disbanded, 45th Stationary Hospital ceased to belong to E.E.F., April, 1918). 

No. 2 (Australian) and 137th (Indian) Stationary Hospitals. 

Medical Store Depots. 
Levant l\Iedic>tl Store Depot (Alexandria). 
No. 5 Base Depot Medical Store (Alexandria). 
Base Depot Medical Stores (Abbassia). 
No. 8Base Depot Medical Stores. 
Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 Advanced Depots Medical Stores. 

Laboratories. 
Military Bacteriological Laboratory (formerly Central Bacteriolo<>ical Laboratory). 
Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 Field Laboratories. 0 

32nd, 37th, and 38th Mobile Laboratories. 
Anzac Field Laboratory (Desert Mounted Corps). 

Sanitary Sections. 
5th Cavalry Division (formerly 5th Indian Cavalry) Sanitary Section. 
18th, 19th, 24th, _?9th, 30th, 31st (formerly 4th Indian Cavalry), 52nd, 53rd, 54th, 60th, 

80th, 85t~, 81th, 88th, 89th, 90th, 91st, 92nd, 93rd, 94th, 95th, 107th, 108tb, 113th 
1Hth,, ll?th, ll6th, 121st, 122nd, 123rd, and 12lth Sanitan- Sections (52nd and 
87th Sect10ns ceased to belonl( to E.E.F. on 21/±/18 and 7j5j18 respectively) 

7th and 8th Australian Sanitary Sections. • 
11th and 12th Indian Sanitary'Sections. 

Hospital Trains. 
(Former numbers shown in brackets). 

Nos. 40, 41 (1), 45 (2), 46 (3), -!7 (()), 48 (-!3) , 50 (45), 51 (!6) 56 (47) 
Nos. 49 (H) ancl 57 (11) (Egyptian). ' ' 

Hospital Barge. 
" NiagaL·a.', 
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HOSPITALS AND CONVALESCENT DEPOTS. 

Palestine lines of Communication. 
69th and 78th General Hospitals. 
No. 14 Australian General Hospital. 
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Nos. 5, 30, 32, 39, 41, 44, 50 (formerly "Indian Base Hospital"), 54th, and Mhow, 
Indian General Hospitals. 

Nos. 3, 4, and 5 Prisoners-of-War Ho"pitals. 
Nos. 1 (formerly No. 6), 2, 3, and 4 Egyptian Stationary Hospitals. 
Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 Egyptian Detention Hospitals. 

Force in Egypt. 
27th, 31st, and 7lst General Hospital£. 
Nos. 31 and 45 (formerly 70th General) Indian General Hospitals, 
Citadel and Nasrieh Hospitals. 
Infectious Hospital, Choubra, and Orthopaedic Hospital, Helwan. 
No!. 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, and 9 Prisoners-of-War Hospitals. 
No. 13 Egyptian Detention (formerly No. 1 Egyptian Stationary) Hospital, 

Alexandria District. 
15th. 17th, 19th, 21st, and 87th General Hospitals (15th General Hospital ceased to 

belong to E.E.F. April, 1918). 
Ras el Tin Military Hospital. 
No. 10 Prisoners-of-War Hospital. 
Nos. 2 and 14 (formerly No. 5 Egyptian Stationary) Egyptian Detention Hospitals, 

Convalescent Depots. 
Abbassia, Boulac, Montazah, Mustapha. 
Aotea New Zealand Convalescent Home. 
Indian Convalescent Depot. 
Reception Station, l\Iustapha. 



82 THE ADVANOE OF THE 

THE ANTI-AIRCRAFT SECTIONS, 

In Julv, 1917, there were in the Egyptian Expeditionary Force only se~en Anti~Aircra~t Secti~ns, 
f h. h t ·, had only lately arrived. Owing to the small number of sectwna a~atlable, 1t was lm

;os:b11~ to "a~ more at that time than protect points of vital importance, such as ra~lheads, dumps, and 
aerodromes. . 

With the arrival in October and November of eight ne_w sec~ions, equipped w1th more mod~m 
guns (two additional sections were formed later for the protectwn of 1mpor_tant ~ases) and the ~ormatwn 
of Anti-Aircraft Group Headquarters to co-ordinate the work of. the sectwns, I~ became po1s1ble for a 
more comprehensive scheme of defence to be formulated. Durmg the operatl~~s. of Nov. and Dec., 
1917, Anti-Aircraft Sections followed up the advance as closely as transport famlit1es and the state of 
the roads would permit. 

When the line had been stabilized, a front line barrage was established-except on a few miles of 
front where the country, on accoun~ of its mounta_inous all;d br.oken character, b~came un_suita~le for 
anti-aircraft positions-with the obJect of preven!;ing host1le an?raft ~om. crossm~ o_ur lin_e Without 
being observed and engaged. Secondary, but most 1mportan~ cons1deratwns _m establishing th1s bar_rage, 
were the protection of our front line trenches and the preventwn of co-operatwn between enemy artillery 
and their aircraft. (See inset PLATE 52.) 

In the earlier months of the present year, there was a considerable amount of hostile air activity, 
and most of the sections were kept pretty fully occupied. For example, in April one section was in 
action seventy-six times and fired an average of just under 100 rounds per day. 

A more elaborate seheme of co-operation with the Royal Air Force was gradually evolved, and 
with a view to giving immediate warning of the approach of enemy machines, wireless telegraphy 
stations were placed at the positions of several of the more advanced sections. A s~·stem of directional 
shots was arranged to point out the position of hostile machines to our air patrols, ground arrow 
signals were put out, and the course of every aeroplane, from the time it appeared till it finally went 
out of sight behind its own lines, was charted and reported. 

The result of this, together with the increasing number and improved types of our own machines, was 
that enemy planes crossed our lines at an ever-increasing height until very few flew lower than from 14,000 
to 18,000 feet. There was also a gradual decrease in the number of .hostile 'planes seen, and from 
Sept. 6 to 17 inclusive, only two machines crossed our lines, and these were at too great a heio-ht to get 
information of any value, as their reports, which have since been captured, show. 0 

. The l~st machine ~o be e':'gaged_ was one which flew over the Jordan Valley on Sept. 21. The 
s~ctl?n which engaged 1t were 1mmed1ately shelled out of their position by artillery fire-an interesting 
s~dehght on_ the absence of linowledge on the part of the enemy forces in that area as to the true posi
twn of affaus on that date. (See PLATE 45.) 

. Owing t~ the entire abse?-ce of enemy machine~ during the September (1918) advance, the Anti
Air~raft_ Sectwns took no actiVe part m the operatwns. Sections were, however, pushed forward 
rapidly m case they should be r_equired. By Oct. 31 three of them had made the long journey to Beirut 
by road. One of these was on 1ts way north from there when the Armistice came into effect and it was 
recalled. 

hPro1tection has also. be~n afforded throughout the whole campaign to the more important points 
on t e mes of commurucatwn. 

Thaf anti-air?raft did so:nething towards fulfilling its functions on this front is testified to by the 
~onstant Y rec~rmg entnes m th: captured di~ries of the enemy Flying Corps Head uarters and 
bqyu:!~~-~~~c;~~~:hewTthhat1 m11 ac~nes were ?ontmually being damaged and reconnaissan~s prevented 

e. e o owmg are typiCal extracts :-
:: 20J3/18. Machines hit at Ramleh at height of 4,700 metres." 

reconn~~;sla~:!!_~; Anti-aircraft defencP still very strong and makes things difficult for our working machines in the near 

"20/5/18. Wadi Auja. 1240 Reconnaissance here · 'bl · · 
etor~' and extraordinarily lively a~ti-aircraft fire. Shooti:;s ~~;:~:~inea~~;p~1:t:!t~uch turning, in consequence of a 

2/6/ lB-8/6/18. Enemy anti-aircraft fire was lively and as good as ever, 
"19/7/18. Machine of 300 Squad · 1 · 

600 metres and broke up on the grou~~~.was serJous y damaged in the elevator• by anti-aircraft hits. Glided down to 

:: :2/8/IS. Machine of 301 Squadron considerably damaged b,Y anti-aircraft fire." . · 
7/8/18. Very strong anti.aircraft fire R 1 h h ' 

tank ehot through." over am 6 • w ere by there were eeyeral hits in the machine and pttrul 

"'fhe "elevator'' ht:l't: rdet·reti to is part of Lht: liftin~ ~t.·.ar iu tht.· wingij uf the tuadtintL 
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THE ROYAL ENGINEERS. 

1.-Water Supply. 

The army, which cro•sed the Sinai Desert into Palestine and then deployina on a L d f t 
eilveloped the Turkish po,ition extcndin<> from Beersheba to Gaza demanded mucoh f 't ro~ ron ' D · · d · . 0 • ' • o 1 s enrrmeers. 
• unng Its eh berate advance It was f?llowed by a broad guage railway and a piped supply ~f filtered 

'llater from Kantara, on the Suez Canal, mto the fie.ld of battle near Beersheba, a distance of 147 miles. 
It would be a~ exaggeratiOn to ~ay that there IS no water in the ~inai Peninsula, which se ara.tes 

Egyj~t from Palestme, but the supplies are so scanty and bad that the desert has always been pa very 
formidable obstacle to the pa~sage of troops. 

The only pra~ticablc route across the desert runs along its northern edge where scanty supplies of 
water are found m swall wel.ls on t~e caravan route, or by digging new wells in the sand dunes, but, 
nearly all water m these wells Is brackish and unpalatable and as a supply it is quite inadequate for a 
large. force, followed by an army of labourers constructing a railway. It was therefore necessary to 
provide the army with water from a source outside Sinai. 

The water supply system, as o.riginally :~;l~n_ned, was. only intended to supply 500,000 gallons a day 
for.a f0rce '?f one mounted and two mfantry ~!VISIOns detailed to recapture the Egyptian town of El Ari,h, 
whiCh ':as m the hands of th~ Turks, but, as It w~s extended beyond there and proved to be an important 
factor m subsequent operatiOns It must be bnefly described. 

On the west bank of the Suez Canal, at its northern end, runs the Port Elaid branch of the Sweet 
water Canal which carries the water of the Nile to that town. In the autumn of 1916, plant to filter 
600,000 gallons of water per day was installed on tl.is sweet water canal at Kantara, and the purified 
'll'ater was pumped through syphons under the Suez Canal into masonry reservoirs on the east bank. 
From Kant~ra. East a w_3ter. supply m~in of twelve inch, ten inch, ai?-d eight inch steel screw-jointed 
p1pes was laid m to El Ansh, m four sectiOns each about twenty-four nnleslong. Duplicate engines and 
rumps drove the water from the reservoir at Kantara to a reservoir at the end of the first section and 
thence it was again pumped forward through the next section of pipe and so forward, section by section, 
until it reached El Arish. 

To explain the work done on water supply it is necessary to describe briefly the system adopted 
for the distribution of water by rail and camel convoys and the clearest way to do this is to start from the 
beginning. 

Before the pipe-line from Kantara was laid and supplying water, the anny had started on the march 
forward covering the railway construction parties and water had to be carried forward in trains of 
"'a ter trucks. 

These water trains were filled at a special siding, where twenty or more trucks could be dealt with 
simultaneously, and on arrival at railhead were emptied into a long row of canvas reservoirs laid beside 
the rails. Here small camel tanks, called fantasses, were filled up and these were carried forward by 

· camel convoys for distribution to the troO!JS beyond railhead. 
'When the first section of pipe-line was completed a new water siding was provided and the r_ailway 

was relieved of carrying water for the first stage and so on until water wa~ flnally p~mpe~ to railhe•d. 
Once El Arish had been reached the army passed into a country where, Within certam hm1ts, the troops 

could be supplied with water from local re3ources. The railway engineers, howe.ver, rejected local water 
as unfit for use in its locomotives on accOlmt of its salinity and hardness: the railway, therefore, .became 
the principal consumer of the piped supply: it was, however, also used by the troops to a considerable 
extent to supplement local supplies and in the final operations was a very valuable asset. 

The army continued its advance fcom El Arish to Khan Yunis on a narrow front, along the caravan 
route near the coast where the onh· water which can be found in the district is from wells in the sand 
dune 'area and in the villa'!es of El Burj, Sheikh Zowaid, Rafa, and Khan Yunis .. At Khan Yunis two 
good wells about 100 feet deep and at Beni Sela, an adjoining village on a higher site, a well 210 feet deep 
were found. 

These three wells, when provided with pumps and engines, e1•entual~y supplied 130,000 gallons a da,v. 
From Khan Yunis forward it became possible to extend on to a wider front., a~ water can be .go~ m 

some parts of the bed of t.he Wadi Ghuzze and in its tributary valleys, from sprmgs or m poolsor by smkmg 
shallow wells, while f~her to the right lay Beersheba, whose wells have been famous smce tbe days 
Abraham watered his flocks there. hi f t d 

On the left front lav the village of Deir el Belah, with several good wells twenty ~o t rty ee eep, 
the Wadi Ghuzze, and, further forward, the town of Gaza with abundant supphes of water from 

deep wells. · f t · th W d' 
The Turi<s abandoned to uB Deir el Belah and Shellal, where the best supphes o wa er m e a 1 

Ghuzze are found, but held on to Gaza and Beersheba. 
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For a time the arrnv advanced no further but utilised the next few rn?nths i~ prei>arations and 
durinN thiS period much USeful WOfk W8S done in the development of local SUpphe.S and Ill laying p1pe-hnes 
fo wa7-d and to the riaht flank to enable troops to be concentrated where reqmred. 

r The railway was :xtended to Rafa and thence to Gamli and Shel_lal ?n the right a~d to D~ir el Tl_clah 
on the left. The water from Kantara followed the ra1lway to Rafa, m s1x-mch and tw~n four-mch p1pe>, 
and to Shellal, supplying the requirements of Ge~eral_ Head1uarters and El Fukhart on the way. A 
pipe-line was also laid from the wells at Khan Ynms,, vu> J_lbasan el Keb1r and Abu_ S1tta, to Abu Baha, 
and this was cross-connected from Abu S1tta to Abu Khath so that water could be distnbuted e1ther from 
Rafa or Khan Yunis to any point. (See PLATE 2.) 

At Shellal springs, yielding about 14,000 gall~ns per hom, ~f s~me_wha_t saline water, had been cleaned 
out, covered in, and the water was le<l through p1pes to a water dJstrJbutmg area. A natural rock b~sm 
had been improved by a masonry dam and provided storage for some 500,000 gallons of water .. A pipe
line had been laid forward from Shellal to Imara and three sets of twenty-five horsepower engmes and 
centrifuaal pumps were installed tor local distribution and to pump water forward if required. The 
capacity of each of these pumping set• was 4,800 gallons per hour against a 200 feet head and the pumps 
were arranged so that any two set~ could work" in series'' to pump against a 400 feet. bead, keeping one 

set spare in reserve. 
At Abu Bakra several miles of piping were held ready to extend the pipe-line beyond the Wadi Ghuzr.e 

if required. 
At Mendur and at Dorset House deep bore wells had been sunk and provided with pumping engines. 
The Deir el Belah wells were connected up and, from these, water was pumped into the trencl.es 

south of Gaza, while further to the left there was another smaller piped supply from the Red House 
wells. Along the Wadi Ghuzze and in the sand dunes near the coast wherever water could be got and 
was required wells had been dug. 

Between March and Oct., 1917, the force in this area gradually grew to three mounted divisions, 
a brigade of the Imperial Camel Corps, seven inbntr? divisions, and a composite bricrade of Allied and 
Indian ~mperial Service troops. General Headquarters moved into the area in" Aug., 1917, and 
preparatwns were made for an enveloping attack on the Turkish position at Beersheba, combined with 
a frontal attack on Gaza. 

On PLATE 31 (see INsET) an attempt has been made to indicate the arranrrement of the water 
supply up to and during the operations which commenced on Oct. 22. " 

The supply of water which could be brouNht into the area bv rail and delivered at Shellal or Gamli 
was some 100.000 gallons. 0 

• 

The El Arish-Rafa pipe-line, after meeting railway requirements at Rasum, could supply oome 
156,000 ~allons per day to Rafa, whence 60,000 gallons per day could be delivered through Fukhari 
and She1kh Nuran to Shellal or Abu Sitta. 

The Khan Yunis well_ and pumping station could supply some 100,000 ::rallons per day to Abu Sitta 
and thence by the cross hne to Sheikh Nuran and Shellal, or direct to Abu Bakra. . 

These transfe~able supplies from the re>>r, amounting to 260,000 gallons were controlled bv General 
Headquarters durmg tbe course of the operations and deliveries at the various waterinN points were 
regulated according to the daily movements of the troops. " 

1Jhe development of \'\'ater supplies east of Esani was allotted to the Desert Mounted Corps, but 
con not be ?ommenced unt1l the date fixed for the first movement of troops into the area (Oct. 22). 
d rreparatwns had t~ be made at once to collect suitable engines, pumps and plant to restore and 

eve op water supphes m an area whwh had not vet been occupied. 
. 1 ~he dt~el?pment of water supplies in the Sheikh N uran-Gamli~<;hellal-Heseia area and east 
~~~o~~:~1o t~e Ji'ft~v~ment ~n~ restorkation of the water supplies in Beersheba, when captured, wa~ 

orps, u no wor east of the Wad1 Ghuzze was to be taken in hand until Oct ~-' 

mouJt:~ :"~anrm~n~s f~r the ~~_stnbution of water in the Gamli-Shellal-Hiseia area, from which th~;~ 
to start for theo~~t~:::~~~~v~sto~~·haccmnpanied by large convoys of camels for carrying water, were 

There is a consid r, e ur IS posJtwn,_ wae ?f first rmportance. 
within the limits indi~a~~~e ~mount of water m _sprmgs ancl m pools in the bed of the Wadi Ghuzz,. 
preparatory organization a~d ~o!~. make rt avarlable for rapid distribution involved a great deal cl 

At intervals alona the valley a total f 3 0 . 
were provided for w~terinN horse d o vlver ' 00 runnmg feet of masonrv and wood trou"l.s 

1 . . . o s an came s. · o 

n additiOn to the mam road crossinas for use b t . t d · 
out from the concentration area spec· l t ' 1 y ranspor. ' an roads for use of the troops movm•• 
and returning from water and ~thers ·~~ai~af rs acro~s the wad! had_ been arr_anged for animaL; going t ~ 
filhng areas. All these <oads were I o l ~r c~me co.nvoys carrnng !ana !Is to and from the fantas • 
them, and where they led to. p acarc e With notice boards ohowa,g what formations had tu u. , 
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At Shellal, ~ fantasse fillin~ ~rea, in which 2,000 fanatis could be filled and 1 d d 
hour, was organJZed, and the plptng for the line to be laid forward canvas ta k oa ~ ?n camels every 
everything which was likely ~o be re'J.uired ~or water distribution forward, w~s s~l:oa c~~~t!do~~hs, and 

At both Gam h and Htseta !)Umpmg engmes were erected to fill hiah level stora e re. . 
water by gr~vtty to fantasse filhng areas, capable of fillina 250 fanatisoper h g tanks, supplymg 

The en d I t f k . o our. gmcs, pumps, an p an or wor m Beersheba had to be collected loaded t · 
rmd ,held re~dy to push forward without delay when the town had been capt~red. on ractor trams 

The mamtenane~ and enlargement of the water supply in the area Mendur to Sheikh AT 
sea, and_ back to Detr el Belah, was allotted to the XXIst Corps. l m, on the 

Unttl Oct. 22 no troops or animals watered east of the Wad1" Ghuzze. Af h" d 
t d ter t lS ate troops began o move eastwar to take up their position for the attack on Beersb.eba 

The following is a brief summary of the work done between Oct. 22 and Nov. 1 :-

DESERT MoUNTED CORPS. 
Abu Gholyu,n was occupied at dawn on Oct. 22 and work 

on water development started at once. An old well was 
cleaned out but failed to produce a satisfactory supply. \Vork 
on a second weB was started but was abandoned. 1\Iean
while, an officer of the Australian Engineers " divined " 
water in the wadi bed not far away. Two wells, sunk at 
the places indicated by him, reached an abundant supply 
of water at 13ft. depth. 

Malaga was occupied the same day and here trenches 
dug in the wadi bed provided a good supply. 

Khalassa was occupied by the Camel Brigade on the night 
of the 22nd/23rd and working parties started at dawn of the 
23rd to restore two wells which had been effectively blown 

in by the e~emy. Thes~ parties, relieved every two hours, 
worked contmuously until finally the wells had been cleaned 
out to a depth of _forty-~wo and thirty-six feet respectively. 

Pumps a~d engmcs w1th a capacit,~ of 4,500 gallons per 
hour were mstalled and water suffic1ent for a division of 
mounted troops was stored. 

Aslnj was occupfed on the night of Oct. 25-26 and work 
started at, once on the restoration of wells which the ent'mV 
~ad t~oroughly ?estroyed. After a great deal of heavy work 
mcludmg the mstallation of machinery, Asluj on the 
30th was in a position to water a mounted division, Corps 
Headquarters, and a considerable concentration of friendly 
Arabs. 

XXTH CoRPS. 
Esani.-,Vas occupied by one mounted brigade and one 

infantry brigade on the night of Oct. 22-23. A party of 
1,000 men of the Egyptian Labour Corps accompanied this 
force for work under the Royal Engineers, and work began 
on the morning of the 23rd. Two portable power-driven 
pumping sets, with a. combined capacity of 8,000 gallons per 
hour, canvas storage tanks with a capacity of 150,000 gallons, 
and water distribution gear were installed. Two hundred 
wood horse troughs filled by lift and force pumps were also 
provided in the wadi bed. 'York was completed within three 
days, when a. yield of 100,000 gallons per day had been 
attained. 

I mara -On Oct. 25, storage capacity for 80,000 gallons 
was erec~ed at lmnra, and the water was pumped forward to 
Imara, from Shellal. 

Karm.-,Vork on the pipe-line from Iwara to Karm was 

started on the 23rd. On this day, five kilometres of pipe were 
laid out and screwed up in ten sections. On the 24th, these 
ten sections were connected through the pipe, was tested and 
washed out and storage tanks and distribution arrang<"ments 
were completed at Karm. During the night of the 24th-
25th the water was being pumped from Shellal through 
Imara to Karm and was available on the moming of the 
25th, for the use of the troops. Later, additional storage and 
a second water distribution area. were provided at Karru for 
water brought by the rail from El Arish, and when t.heTailway 
extension had been completed, 80,000 gallons per day were 
delivered for some days. 

Khasif.-At Kbasif, the cisterns were cleaned out and filled 
with 60,000 gallons of water, carried there by two camel 
convoys of 1.000 camels each on Oct. 29 and 30. This pro· 
vided an additional advanced reserve of water. 

The water problem at Reersheba, after its capture, was not confined to tb.e immediate provision of 
water eufficient for the minimum daily needs of the cavalry corps and two infantry divisions, in itself a 
large order, but it was necessary, with as little delay as possible, to make such preparations as would 
allow the second phase of the operations to begin. This could only happen when it _was possible for 
the force to march out with a day's rations of water in hand for troops, and every ammal to dnnk tts 
fill before starting. . . 

The water ~uestion ahead of Beersheba was, at best, a doubtful one~ ~nd 1t wa~ essential that when the 
advance from Beersheba be~an, the force employed should be in a posJtJon to face a long waterless penod. 

The Turks only destroyed a few of the wells before leaving, tb.ough all the principal wells had b~en 
prepared for demolition. This neglect, while most fortunate for us, was not credttable to the Turk~.>h 
engineers, for, however sudden tb.e attack, it was only the work of a moment to hght the fuses wh1ch 
were ready in position. . 

Of the seventeen wells in Beersb.eba, only two were thoroughly demohshed, and two partly dama~ed. 
In tb.ree wells the pumps were in a workable condition though th? _engmes had been put out of actt~n. 
In three otb.er wells, saq7ias* were found in at least a workable cond1twn, and though tw~ of.., these ~aq?.w! 
were discarded as unprofitable and replaced by pumps and engmes, the third was put m bood "orkm~ 
order in a few hours and was able to cope with the full yield of the well. In adclitwn, tb.e Turks had 
left intact two reservoirs containina some 90,000 gallons, a very useful legacy. . .d 

It \Yas at once cle&r tb.at the ~ource of water in Beersheba was a large one and l1kely to provt e 
nearly the whole needs of that part of the force which was temporarily based on the town-a force 
requiring in all about 400,000 gallons per day. 

• A Kaq'l.h is a. whf;'<"l fittPil with buL"kl:'t:-\ fur rai,.,ing water. 
tht> vriw·ipll:' of an old C.t.::~hhlnPd will. 

It is ,~·urked a;;; a r-ule h_r an aniUJal p~tdug routl\l in a. t:ircl>.• -•rl 
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· 1 me of water would be available at once, but horses can 
It was not to be expected tha~tth~s vo uand men can do with less than a gallon per day if the 

subsist without water for forty-mg . h~u~s, e it would be in the beginning of November. 
weather is at all favourable as one_ mig er t~r ea ture of Beersheba were among the hottest of the year

However, the ~hree or fo';'r daJ ~aft. ission Pand the whole of the district was enveloped m fine dust. 
a strong khamsm wmd bJe: '~~th~ut ~nte~:in fi ;e engines and three pumps were erected and pa-rts of the 

Of the plant cnrne Y· 0 rac 0{ t ·n a du licate engine left bv the Turks. The three pumps 
sixth engine were used to ~eplace1snmkar par ds e~ Fo!r pumpin" sets bro~ght in from Asluj were erected, 
l ft b th Turks were put m gaol wor ·mg or · 0 • db b k t d e Y . e · d and used continually, anu from two wells water was raise Y uc e a~ rope. 
one saq~w was put m~~ ~~ere concealed in houses and gardens; two were not faun~ unt.Jl the third day 

Se>eral of the "eh sd 0 the third day in the afternoon the water situatiOn was most acute. 
nd one on the fourt ay. n ' · ' h · b d a · bl ll f water stored during the previous mght avmg een consume · 

Every ava1la e ga on °t 1 to the demand and it \\"US expected that watering animals for the day 
The output was J u~ e9ua 

would be finished bv Imdmght. 'th f t · ht h thirst arrived 
At 1600 a mou'nted brigade of some 2,000 men and horses WI or y-eig ours ' 

unexrcte~ly:ell with saqqia had fortunatelv been found about noon on this day, the sa_qqia was being 
re aire~e:n; tr~u hs were b~ing erected, but there was no means of knowing what the Jleld of the well 
w~uld be. This !ell was at l'ork b.\' 1700 and proved a good one, y1eldmg about 1,500 gallons per hour, 
'ust enough to provide water by midmght for the mounted bngade. . . . . 
J D · " th fi st two days some water had been found in shallow pools and m pits dug m the wadi 
bed tou~~o ,.e:t of the town. ' This supply, however, .was nothing more than surface water left from a 
storm which had occurred about a 1\"eek before, and It was soon exhaubted. . _ 

By the morning of the fourth day, the water development had reached Its mfl:XImum, the total 
output was about 390,000 gallons per day. After this there was no h~rther great an.'\:Iety. . . 

As an extreme measure, an attempt was made to cut dow~< the ratiOn of water to ho.rses by Imposmg 
a time limit for each batch of horses as it came to the troughs. ~uch ratwnmg m1ght. be effect1ve 
where the control of the watering area was very perfect and where ammals had ~ot been Without water 
for an undue time. In the exceptional circumstances at Beersheba, tbe famished horses got out ~f 
control and rushed the troughs as soon as they got !'ear t~em and. th~n :V.hile some drank greedily, It 
was a difficult matter to get others to drink. There IS no difficulty m hm1tmg the ratwn of water for 
camels as the camel habitually d.ink in tl'o "bouts" with an interval of about ten mmute8. 

The provision of a stout guard rail to. every line of troughing .was ':ell I'Orth the extra time anu 
labour, as it prevented animals from breakmg down the troughmg m then eagerness to drmk. 

(See text facing PLATE 39 for continuation of above.) 

2.-Signal Service. 

A branch of the Royal Engineers that merits a separate chapter is the Signal Service: The nature 
of the operations, the rapid and wide movements, and the great distances traversed, which ha Ye been 
special features of our operations in Palestine, made the problems of intercommunication peculiarly difficult. 
The sharp changes from soft sandy deserts to rolling pasture land passable by \"I' heels, and then to moun· 
tain tracks where lines could be laid only by hand, and material com·eyed by pack animals, called for 
much elasticity in transport, and ingenuity in methods of building telegraph lines. The necessity for 
long distance speech from the front to the base required the provision of telephone trunk lines as long 
as from London to Aberdeen. The volume of traffic to be dealt with has invoived the use of 
delicate apparatus for high-speed automatic telegraphy, under very trying conditions of dust and 
damp ; and its successful employment is entirely due to skilful handling by the telegraphists, and to 
the watchful tending of the instrument mechanics. 

An ~xpeditionary force operating in such varying circumstances necessarily has to undergo many 
changes ;n organization, and ea?h ~Iteration in the organization of a force invol-.es corresponding 
chang.es 1~ the 117eans of commurncatwn. Not only does this apply to actual lines and offices, but to the 
org~mzatwn of s1gnal personnel. On the formation of the XXth and XXIst Corps, ·new companies and 
sectiOns to meet the demands of these headquarters were necessary and to a great extent were improYised 
locally; This improvisation has certain advantages, e.g. the offi~ers and men are accustomed to local 
con?ltwns but, on the other hand, the older units have to suffer from the withdrawal of officers and men. 
Bes1de~ th~se major chan9es in organization, there are always ot.hers going on, due chiefly to an ever
extendmglme of commuruc~twn, but also to additi~nal means of signalling such as pigeons or "trench" 
wnel~ss ~nd to the re-groupmg of uruts and formatiOns. This all means, that, ''hile the Signal Service is 
funct~onmg as a whole, t?e parts are.c?nstantly being altered and improved, and the smooth workincr of the 
machme must go on owmg to elastJmty uf the organization and the adaptability of individualm~mbers. 
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.. The system of intercommunication built up to July, 1917, consisted of: (1) the tactical cable 
a;rhnes between East Force Headquarters and the battle front, which included special artiller R:n~ 
F lymg Corps and other. c1rcmts; (2) ~he mam backbone of semi-permanent lines connectin Ef;t Fo~:.. 
Headquarters (near De1r el Belah) with the Kantara base (about 140 miles away). (3) thg r "th" Et t. Kt c· 1 . , epermanent mes WI m gyp connec mg an ara to ano, A exandna, Port Said, Suez, and to our cables t Eu 
India, and Australia. o rope, 

D\~ring S~J?tember and October of 1917, with the prospect of an advance, signal units were ver 
bus.v-m add1t10n many ~ad only_ rece~tly been formed, and still had to continue training. Behind tife 
battle area, the ~ncrease m adnn?-'stratJve services and the doubling of the railway line entailed an ex
pansiOn of the Lmes of C~mm_u~catwn Signals. Not ?ni~ were the local telephone systems continually 
growmg,_ but m~ans of mamt~1mng telephomc commumcatwn with Egypt as the force advanced required 
the prevwus. bmldmg of heavier trunk wires. To economise men, as the lines lengthened, the old Turkish 
desert telegraph lines had to be replaced by new hues along the railway, where maintenance is easier. 
Forward uruts With the asgJstance of ll:"Jfantry and artillery were engaged on elaborate buried telephone 
systems m the shelle<l areas .. Alternative ro_ntes were so developed that any battery, for example, could 
always rmg up any observatwn post or artillery commander, even if some of the main lines were cut. 
Preparations for the attack on Beershe?a and the maintenance of communication with the cavalry on 
their. long march of envelo~ment also mvolved much careful prehmmary work and training. Material 
for anhne~ and cables was la1d out and concealed ready for rapid laying when the flag fell. Three cables 
accompa~:ned the cavalry and these were patrolled constantly b~· horsemen left at test points every five 
or SIX miles. Although the hnes were cut one or more of the three were always in workina order and 
communication was preserved throughout the enveloping attack. " 

When "Z " day arrived and Beersheba was captured, rapidly erected per,;,anent wires were sub
stituted for the long cable lines which had been laid round by way of Asluj. A network of cables spread 
out from Beersheba to the north and north-west as the flank attacks on the main Turkish positions 
progressed. When mounted troops advanced, wireless communication came into use to keep touch 
with the rear. When Gaza fell, lines were rapidly extended up the main road and along the railway. 
Gaza, Beit Hanun, Deir Sineid, Mejdel, each in turn became railhead where local telephonic systems 
were rapidly installed. Among the troops advancing, divisional and corps signal units were ever at 
work coping with the constant forward jumps of their headquarters. For two months this process 
continued in difficult country and during severe climatic changes. Then, as warfare became less mobile, 
more elaborate forms of forward communications grew, involving alternative means of all sorts. In 
rear the railway and its telegraphs advanced. and as Ludd became railhead there grew up the usual 
telephone system. Jerusalem, Ramleh, and Jaffa were all linked up, and became important centres; 
while Jericho served as the focus of intercommunication for the operations across the Jordan. 

During the summer of 1918. while bi« changes in the constitution of the force were in progress some 
signal units had largely to help units of ~ther arms who were short of trained signallers in maintaining 
their telephonic systems. Assistance was also given in the training on a large scale of regimental _signallers 
in Corps Signal Schools. A very large increase in the number of signall~rs was effected in I~d1an A~my 
units. The more prosaic side, such as the improvement, and m some mstances multiplicatiOn of lines 
in rear, ,.nd the transmission of masses of telegrams. numerous telephone calls, and messages by despatch 
rider went on continuously through 1918. • 

Early in September, preparations had to be made for the final battle_ of the war with the Turk. The 
wonderful searecy of all the preliminary arrangements necessitate~ linntat10ns to the am?unt of work 
that could be done in certain directions. On the other hand, considerable scope to mgenwty was given 
by opportunities for misleading the enemy. ~o~ instance, the leavi~g of signal stations in thmr old plac:s, 
the continuation of work as usual and the bmldmg out of dummy hues, and spemal telephone exchan"es 
built only for purposes of deception, helped to mask our intentions. 

Finally, when the cavalry had moved across to the left flank and all was re~dy, th~ "bre~k through" 
was effected. As is well known, the advance of the cavalry averaged s01;ne siXty nnles d':rmg the first 
twenty-four hours. As soon as the cavalry divisions _got to their posi~wns across the hne of retreat 
of the Turks at Afule and Beisan, telegraphic conllllumcatwn w~s established b~tween these pomts and 
General Headquarters near Rarnleh by rapid building and repairS to Turkish l_mes. Th~s, the J:?Ove
ments of cavalry working northwards from Ghoraniyeh and southwards from Bei~an-dosm~ the nng
could be co-ordinated. It must not be forgotten that other forms of telegraphy-visual and wueless-and 
motor cyclist despatch riders were also playing their important part. 

To resume after the major portion of the Turkish army had been surrounded the freer movements of 
the cavalry m;de still greater calls on their signal units. One day's march fron; Afule led to the capture 
of Haifa and thou«h this was an advance of about thirty miles over new territory th~/ap;~re(ra-~ re) 
ported f;om j~st o,ltside the town by telephone to the Desert Corps Headquarters at egi o eJJUll 
the same afternoon. 



'l'HE ADVANCE OF THE 

d t Damascus and Aleppo telecrraphic communication to advancro 
During the subsequ~nt a vances 0 th h lted The m~thoa" employed was to mount parties o[ 

troops w:as usually obtru~d h "8 800~~:. m':t:ri:l and implements, and so effect rapid repair~ to existing 
hncmen m motor cars wrt t e tece·U )lines have to be thorouf.!hly overhauled, and for many weeks 
wtres. Subsequently • the hate ~~ P d . -r ne sections of the Sicrna.l Sen-ice are kept hard at work 
after .th~ nrmr 18 at rest t e ea ': anh sa~~:em in the occu icd t;rritory. 
re·bmldmg and addmg to. tthefitele.orapt Ya,. be of interest t!picture the" ti·affic" dealt with at various 

For those who appre01a e gures, 1 m J 

places:-
Average number of 1yords teleoraphed daily at (a) Divisional Headquarters 

, 0 , , , (b) Corps Headquarters .. . 
,. (c) General Headquarters .. . 
, (d) Kantara ... 

3.-Survey Company. 

12,000 
25,000 
90,000 
60,000 

'fhe work of the 7th Field Survey Company, Royal Engineers, may be summarized under .the 
headings: Field survey, compilation and reproduction of maps and ,rhotographs and letterpress pnntmg, 
sound ran~rina sections and observatron group, meteorologJ.Cal sectron. 

A seri~s ~f contoured maps on the scale of 1: 40,000 of the coastal belt of Northern Sinai up to Rafa 
had been issued before July, 1917. Work on this scale was continued up to the Gaza-Be~rsheba hne, 
and a series on the scde of 1 : 10,000 was started, showing the .enemy ~renches, barbed ":'re, and ~un 
positions in greater detail. T~e work of the field P.artres .consrsted chrefly of tnangulat~on •. detarled 
survey with plane tables showmg contours, mtersectmg pomts m and beyond the enem:y: s lines, and 
fixing battery positions and datum points for the artrllery. Survey parties also ac~ompamed all recon
naissances in force towards the more easterly trench systems and Beersheba, and drd such survey work 
as time permitted on these occasions, fixing points ahead which were ?f l!reat use to t~e a~trllery and 
in the compilation of the maps from aeroplane photographs. Officers m charge of sectrons .m the field 
also kept in close touch with divisions and brigades and supplied them 1nth advanced tracmgs of new 
or special areas surveyed. 

The Royal Air Force and Australian Flying Corps took aeroplane photographs regularly over the 
enemy trench lines and country beyond. Copies were supplied to the Field Survey Company, and from 
these many maps were compiled wholly; intersected points or good detail on the existing maps forming 
the basis. An officer was appointed under G.S.I. to study all photographs and indicate all enemy defence 
works and details of military importance which were then plotted by the Survey Company on the maps. 
Enemy battery positions and other important t:.rget~ were plotted at once, aud co·ordinates supplied 
to this officer for communication to the artillery. 

The compilation of maps from survey and photographs, and fair drawing ready for reproduction 
were done at headquarters, and in June, 1917, a power-driven lithographic printing machine was installed 
at Rafa for printing maps with a minimum loss of time. In this way up to about the middle of Aug., 
1917, all the country from the sea near Gaza to south of Beersheba was mapped in more or less detail, 
including all enemy trenches, and published in nine sheets on the 1 : 40,000 scale, and seventeen sheets 
on the 1 : 10,000 scale, in all thirty-seven editians. 

Owing to the large number of 1: 10,000 scale sheets required to cover the whole line of trench 
sy~t~ms ~e scale. of 1: 20,000 was adopted and eighteen sheets were prepared, and twenty·eight 
edrtrons prm~ed, nmeteen of them by the Survey Company, Printing Section, and nine by the Survev 
of. Egypt, Carro . . Of the area covered by these sheets, 282 square miles were surveyed, and 403 square 
nnles we~e c?mprled from aeroplane photographs. Over 3,000 photographs of the Gaza area and its 
commumcatrons were dealt with. 
. When the Turks evacuated their Gaza-Beersheba positions and retreated to the ,Taffa-J eru~alem 
line, the survey parties continued the triangulation throu"h the interveninN country in two belts one 
t.brou.gh the ?oastall!lain and thence to Jerusalem, the other along the B~ersheba-Hebron-Jeru;alem 
road '.n the hrlls. Pomts were th~s established for the continuation of detailed ground survey along the 
new h17es of d~fence, and for laymg out new bases for sound ran~in~ sections without delav. At the 
same trme a lumted amount of contoUied detaile? survey of imn1cdiate importance was done. 

The rat~ of advance of our troops durmg perwds of open warfare was too great to allow detailed 
~urvy of al. the country traversed at the time, but as soon as the enemy held a defensive line a~rain 

etar e.d. survey was resumed by the field sections and continued with the "radual British adva~ces' 
~t~pnsmg a belt ac~oss the front from the sea to the River Jordan aYeragi~g fifteen miles in depth: 
r~~~:vet·~~as earned practr~ally up to the enemy's lines and a large nmuber of points such as 

~ li ent 1 s, trees, and bmldings m and beyond the enemy line were fixed by intersection. A check 
f"s.e. ne meas.ured ~ear J alia, ~nd connected with the triangulation, showed that a satisfactorY standard 

o a•.curacy was bemg mamtamed. • 
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The scale of I : :!0!000 was continued for a time, but in consideration of the extent of the countrv 
to be mapp~d and the steep mountamous character of the greater part of it, the scale of 1 : 40,000 was 
adopted agam for the general map, while shortly before the British attack in September, five sheets were 
prr?ted on the more open scale of 1 : 20,000, coven_ng those a~eas where the enemy trench and communi
cation systems were most complrcated and ext~nsr ve-that rs, upon the coastal plain and the foothills. 
The opemtwns maps of the 1 : 40,000 scale senes were prmted m four colours ; the wadis, roads, rail
w~ys, vrlla~es, wells, and such topographJCal_features, the lettering and also the numbered reference 
grrd, were m black, c?ntours m brown, tre.es m green, and enemy trenches, gun emplacements, barbed 
wrre, and such works m red over black. Drfferent classes of roads were also indicated in red. Contours 
were surveyed at t_went;y metres (a?out sixty-six ~eet) vertical interval in the hilly country and at ten 
metres on t~e plam, WJth SJ?~t herghts on the hrlls. A small number of sheets were also O\"erprinted 
wrth a specral gnd snb-drvrswn and enemy battery numbers in blue, for the use of the artillery in 
counter-battery work. · 

The Royal Air Force photographed the whole of the enemy trench line, and country in the rear of 
it to a distance of roughly twenty-five miles, and in addition the main roads and railways leadina into 
this area from the north. From Jan. 1, 1918, to the cessation of hostilities, 15,690 photo"raph; were 
dealt with, and the topographical information published in map form. 0 

The Photographic Section of the Royal Air Force has shown the greatest willingness to co-operate 
with, and meet the somewhat exacting requirements of, the Survey Company in the matter of aeroplane 
photographs, with the result that these photographs have been used in the compilation of topographical 
detail maps in this force to a relati vcly greater extent, perhaps, than on any other front. 

After the survey in the neighbourhood of the line had been completed, a number of topographers 
were available for surveying the country passed over in the rapid advance from Gaza. The aa:ea between 
the sea and three miles east of the J erusalem-Beersheba road, and back to the area surveyed before the 
Gaza-Beersheba line, has now been completed for the Occupied Enemy Territory Administration. This 
area covers 1,473 square miles. After the British advance in September field sections continued the 
triangulation northwards, one party along the Nablus road, another along the plain and foothills to near 
Messudieh railway junction, whence a single belt was continued beyond Nazareth to Damascus, thus 
connecting Damascus with the Survey in Egypt. 

Astronomical observations have been made at Baalbek, Hama, and Aleppo, determining the 
btitudes and longitudes of these places. 

A small party proceeded to the Hedjaz and determined by _star observati_ons the_ geo[frapbical 
positions of several places, including Maan and Shahm on the railway. The wrreless trme srgnals of 
Paris and Berlin were received. 

In addition to the regular sheets of the principal series of maps a considerable number of other mis
cellaneous maps were produced and new information fr?m aeroplane photographs added to sheets _of the 
one inch to one mile series. l\iaps showing the dispositwn of enemy forces to accompany "~ntelhgence 
Summaries" were printed periodically. During active operations these maps showmg the srtuatwn up 
to 1,800 or 2,200 were printed at night for despatch to units in _the field before the commencement of 
following day's operations. Theee map• were issued for some sixty days. 

Sun printing and photography were also used for reproducing maps and plans when small numbers 
only were required. 

Twenty-six telephoto panoramas were taken from a number of position~ commanding good views 
over the enemy's ground, and enlarged copies supplied to the corps and div1Slons concerned. 

Two Topographical Sections were formed in Aug., 1918, to work in closer touch with ~he headqu!'rtcrs 
of the XXth and XXIst Corps, and to compile and print small maps_ of the ene.my s defence hne as 
required showing information from the latest air photographs and lntelhgence reports. more frequently 
than th; regular full sheets of the Survey Company could be is•u~d.. The maps of the Survey Company 
were used as a basis, and new work was added or enlargements of lumted areas were mad~ to show small~r 
details. 1\iaps measuring fourteen and a half inches by nine ~nches were reproduced _m _fi vc colours rf 
necessarv, on duplicatcrs, and iu this way several hundred copres could be produced wrthi?- twenty-four 
hours o(the takinu of the photo!rraphs. The short time required to get out a map wrth a sw~able amount 
of detail, made this a verv ~ful supplementary method, especially in . the ~a se o~ rards. In the 
short period of seven week~. during which the topogral'hical sections were m actwn, thirty-two of these 
sketch maps in all were prodnced, and over 8,300 copws di.;tnbuted. 

THE LETTERPRESS SECTION oF THE CoMPAN'f". 

Periodical "Intelligence Summaries," Topographical Handbooks, and other reports were printed 
at Ramleh. 
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SOUND RANGING SECTIONS. 

· · dded to the estublishment I)[ the Field Survey Company in Aug., 
Two Sound Rangmg Sect10ns were a nd bur·ts of shells by sound and also to conduct shoots 

1917. Their work was to I_ocate en•mft;;unst ted , It should be noted that the sound ranging here 
on certain of the more acttve g~ P~~~ 10~sado~:nccd electrical science anrl should not be confused with 
spoken of is carried,?ut by/: aJ>P ~c~.~~ ~OU"h and ready metb.orl, wb;re direction is judged by hearing. 
what are known as soun_ eartn.,s ses were ~urve ed and occupied, one by each sectton, between the 
On the Gaza-~eersh~~~hl::~::~b~awbole of the en~ny's frontliue from the •ea to Atawineh was covered 
coast anrl_~lrn ur. .1 I. tb.i o·ition 629 gun locatiOnS were made and twenty-four shoots 
-approxtmately ten mt es. n s p • 

cond~i~~~pen warfare these sections came out of action, but _with the com~lehncehmen: of trencfh wa~are 
• once more established and occupied. The sectiOns moved wtt t e a va_nce o our ~ne 

ba~e;' t~ er~ ttf-Sinjil line was reached, where three baees were occupt~d by one sechon on the htlls 
un 1 , e · s he other section on the plain. In Aug., 1918, a thtrd sound rangmg section ~as 
~:r~~~olo~:~f~ ;: :ccupy a sixth base on the footb.ills. In this way the whole of the enemy hoe, 
a roximatet" thirty-six and a half miles in length to a depth ~f five !IDles, ":as covered. 
pp S d /n.,jna sectiom are able to locate guns by day or mght Wlth comtderable accuracy? except 

in stt~;:n adve~e ~inds, and at the same time to giv_e the c~librc of ~he guns tocated. In CODJU~ctwn 
with aer~plane pbotoaraphs sound ranging succeeded m locatmg practtcally all the enemy gun postttons, 
and shoots 00 the mai'~rity of the locations were s? effective th~t the enemy was forced t(! vacate occupted 
pits or their uuns were silenced. at will by our artt!lery. 

From s.:'pt., 1917, to Sept., 1918, over 3,000 gun locations were made, and over seventy shoots by 
our artillery were conducted. 

OnsERVATIOX GROUP. 

Tb.is group came into action in the footb.ill_a~ea in ~ug. , 191_8. Its work consisted in lo~ating enemy 
guns by flash spotting and reporting enemy acttvtty bcbmd the I me, for example, concentratton of troops, 
movements along roads, etc., The group required four accurately fixed ?bservat10n po~ts, for whtch 
the necessary survey was done by the field s~ctionsof the compan,r- Durmg the _short time th~ group 
was in action, however, enemy artillery acttvtty on tts front was slight, and very httle opporturuty was 
given for locating guns in tb.is way. 

METEOROLOGlCAL SECTION. 

Regular meteorological observations have been made by this section of the company. Readings 
of maximum and minimum temperatures, humidity, barometric pressure, evaporation, wind, and rain
fall were recorded four times a day. A daily weather report was issued comprising the observations 
at General Headquarters and at Jernsalem, and also a weekly summary of the observations at thPse 
two places. The necessary observation• were telegraphed every morning to the Physical Service, Cairo, 
where they were combined with d"'ta from other places and nsed in making the forecast for the Palestine 
front. Tbi; forecast was issued daily except during the settled summer season. Recently a daily report 
has been issued giving weather and road conditions at a number of places throughout Syria. 

~easurements of the direction and velocity of upper air currents were made by the observation 
of the flight of small pilot balloons. From these observations corrections were computed for the use 
of the artillery and communicated usually once daily. During artillery activity balloon flights were 
observed at mte~vals of four hours during the day and night. These upper air reports were also issued 
to the Ro;ral Air Force, and to the Sound Ranging Sections. Special balloons flights were obsernJ, 
when req=ed by the Royal Air Force, before Ion~ distance aeropl~tne ilights. 

The second meteorologiCal station was established at .Terusalem in April, 1918, and later pilot balloon 
work was conducted_ there and the results sent to the artillery on that part of the front. 

~he Meteorologtcal Sectton also undertook the checking and calibration of instruments, such 3..l 

ancrmd barometers, compa'!Ses, thermometers, etc., for other units as re'luired. 

4.- Military Railways. 

. Previous to the operations against the Gaza position in 1917, the main line bad been laid to 
kilometre 226·2 and was operated as far as Belah Station. 

. From Rafa (kilometre 200), a branch line had been laid in the direction of Beersheba as far as 
kbtlometr~. ~8 f~om Ita fa,_ and was opcrat~d as far as Sbellal Junction from which point a short line of 
a out Ee\Cn kilometres m length ran southwards to Gamli. 
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During ~he same period the do.ublc tracking of the main lino from Kantara East to Rafa had advanced 
as f~r as kilometre .137·5, that IS to sa.Y, to M.aadan Station. This length of double line enabled 
{)Onsiderable economies to be effected m tillle, engmes, trucks, and operating staff. 

In order to e~onomise transport immediately in front of Belah, for the purpose of increasing the 
8Jllo~t availa?le m ~he Beersheba area, a two-foot .six-inch gauge light railway was run from Belah 
St.atwn t{) vanous pomts ~ut httle .west of the Wadi Ghuzze. Before operations commenced this line 
had attamed a l.cn~th of n~eteen kllo!lletres and was eventually extended another four kilometres. A 
lar~e part of th1s !me was Ill direct VIe~ from the Turkish position, but no material damage resulted. 
Th1s hne enabled large reserves of supplies and ammunition to be placed before-hand well up towards 
the front line and proved to be of considerable value. 

In connection with the G3;.za operat!ons the. following progra~me was arranged. The Beersheba 
branch was to be extended to l\.arm Statwn at kilometre 36·8. This necessitated track being laid at a 
rate approaching two miles per day. At the same time it was arranged to extend the main line in front 
of Ga.za, across the .Wadi Ghuzze, and then construct a dummy station on the west side of the wadi. 
In spite of ·heavy rams both parts of the progra=e were carried out s~ccessfully; K.arm Station being 
opened for traffic one day ahead of the scheduled date, vzz. Oct. 28. Dunng the operatiOns the Beersheba 
line was extended to about kilometre 39. 

In view of the successful development of the attack, work was stopped on the Beersheba line 
and the construction of the main line towards Gaza was recommenced on Nov. 10. ' 

Up to this date the light railways were constructed and operated by the Railway Operating Division 
of the standard gauge. Owing to the rapid advance after the capture of Gaza and the necessity 
for operating the captured Turkish railways (at this time isolated from the standard gauge system), 
a Light Railway Organization was formed which moved up to Deir Sineid to take over and operate the 
three-foot six-inch lines taken from the Turks. The useful part of this line extended from Beit Hanun 
to Jerusalem (eighty-nine kilometres), with a branch from Junction Station (Wadi Surar Junction) to 
Ludd (nineteen kilometres). At first the line was only available for use as far as Artuf on the Jerusalem 
line on account of the destruction of bridges. On the branch towards Ludd the bridge over the 
Wadi Surar had been destroyed, but a temporary deviation was soon constructed which made this line 
available for traffic. 

On the line between Artuf and Jerusalem four steel bridges had been destroyed, viz. : two of thirty 
metres span, one of ten metres span, and one of sixteen metres span. The work of reconstruction was 
immediately commenced. 

Further advances by our troops and the possibility of unloading stores at Jaffa rendered the con
struction of railway co=unications with that port necessary. The light railway staff was therefore 
transferred to Jaffa about the middle of December and construction commenced on lines north of Jaffa 
and towards Ludd to connect with the existing three-foot six-inch line. To enable this to be done the 
three-foot six-inch lines were taken over by the Railway Operating Division. 

The reconstruction of the bridges on the Jerusalem line was much hammered by the n~rrowness 
and rocky nature of the gorge which prevented much material being taken forward to any bndge until 
those in rear were completed. . 

The four bridges were finally completed and the whole of the line to Jerusalem opened to traffic on 
Jan. 27, 1918. . D · s· ·a 

During this period the narrow gauge su~cre~ severely from. rains. The hne from CJr meJ to 
Tineh was constructed on new earthworks with madequate dramage. Numerous washouts occurred, 
and the line was closed on this account on several occasions for periods varying from ~hre~ t? ten d~p. 
Meanwhile the standard gaunc was progressing northwards through Gaza, and Dw Smezd Statwn, 
with amp!~ facilities for transhipment to the three-foot six-inch line, was opened for traffic on Nov. 28, 
1917. The opening of this station enabled additional rolling stock for the narrow gauge to be brought 
up with consequent increase of capacity. . . . 

North of Deir Sineid the standard gauge line runs thr~ugh long stretches of brown cot to~ s01l "h1c~ 
caused endless trouble during the winter. The heavy rams cau~ed subs1dences of the uc·" carthwo~~ 
and washouts were frequent. The unfavourable nature of the soil not only caused trouble on the raJ f 
wa, but greatly hampered the camel transport during wet weather. Indeed movement of any sort o 
tra~sport was at times in1possible. Considerable relief was afforded when the railway rea.chcd the sandy 
hills which stretched from south of Jaffa towards Wadi Surar Junction .. To effect thJs1?- t;nllorary 
supph· railhead was opened at Deiran (kilometre 293) on Jan. 8, I1H8 .. Bcs1des takmg supp JCS or ro?l's 
to th~ north this station was used for supplies to the Jerusalem regiOn, as Ramleh (ab_ont ~ct';;'n ,:1 es 
distant) was 'connected to Jerusalem by a fairly good metalled road and by the o]d;.r por~~~~ 0 bridn~sr~~· 
fout six-inch line which was made available for through traffic by the .comp ~ wn ° ~ ~ents 
Jan. 27, 1918. L~dd Station, with extensive railway facilities, and ~loadmg Sidmgs for all ~p~_r h lin~ 
was opened for traffic on Feb .. 4, 1918.. Ample transh1pmen~ fac1h~cs to the. th~ef~~o~~r:al~~ to a 
were soon available for all sen"Ices, wh1ch reduced the bandlmg of .,oods destllle 
1uinimum. 

G 
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Construcbion of the line north of Ludd was contiuued as f:<r as kilometre 315, just beyond Rantieh 
Station, which was as far as the military situation then perm1tted. 

It soon became eYident that traffic demands to Jerusalem could not be met by the narrow gauge 
line. The first stage of relief w·as the laying of the st~ndar~ gauge frOJ;t Ludd to_Artuf and the conRtruc
tion of transhipment sidmgs at the latter place: Th1s _portwn of the hne was la1d w1tJ;! three rmls, so ~s 
to allow the narrow ""U"e trams to nm at m"ht wh1le constructwn work was not m progress. Th1s 
work was commenced" on "Feb. 27, 1918, and ~shed 011 1\Iarch 31. It was then possible to concentrate 
all the narrow gauge rolling stock on the Artuf-Jerusalem section, thus increasing the capacity of the line, 

Shortly after this, it was decided to push the standard gauge on to J emsalem and, as the amotmt of 
rockwork necessary to permit the passage of the larger rolli.J1g stock was not excessive, the work was put 
in hand on April 22. Except for eight hours per day, while construction work was in progress, the 
narrow gauge line was open for traffic, and was workecl to its m~ximum capaci_ty. The daily pro~ramme 
o( work consisted of taking up a length of narrow gauge, levellmg and removmg the ballast, laymg the 
standard gauge, laying the narrow gauge rails inside the new ones and finally joining up the narrow 
gauge to permit traffic to continue. Tbis is probably the best laid and most permanent section of the 
whole system. Dttrillg the alteration of this section tbe average daily tonnage taken into Jerusalem by 
rail exceeded 740 tolls, and as a maximum reached 1,051 tons on 1\'Iay 24. Jerusalem was reached on 
Jtmr 9, and the station opened for standard-gauge traffic on June 15, 

The construction of the standard gauge line to Beersheba had been going on intermittently during 
the spring and was finished on May 3, 1918. 

I11 accordance with the demands of the military situation the standard gauge was laid oil the old 
Turkish fomtation between Irgeig, on the Beersheba line, and Wadi Surar Junction, thus givin" an 
alternative line north of Rafa to Ludd, Wadi Surar, and Jerusalem. This was carried out between 1'lay 
Hand July 8. 

The constructio': of the double line, which was temporarily stopped near Maadan, was recomme11ced 
by a small construction party on Nov. I, 1917, and was completed through to Rafa on April 17, 1918. 

Following up the successful operations of Se_pt., 1918, railway construct-ion was again commenced 
on the 20th. On Sept. 28 the standard gauge alignment S1HID" on to the old Turkish formation north 
of Ras el Ain, thus enabling construction to be carried out at an" increased rate (two kilometres per day). 

Tu! Keram Station was reached on Oct. 15, enabling direct transhipment to take place between the 
standard gauge and tbe narrow gauge running towards Haifa and Damascus. Continuing northwards 
from Tul Keram, by way of Tanturah and the western end of Mount Carmel the line reached Haifa 
and was opened for traffic early in Jan., 1919. ' ' 

. From Dec., 1917, light railways were constructed and operated for the supply of our more adYanced 
lmes:-

From Jaffa to Ludd. 
,. Sarona to Jelil. 
, Sheik~ Muannis to Carrick Hill. 

From Ludd to Ras el Ain . 
,. Kafr Jinnis to Lu bbao, 
, Jerusalem to Bireh. 

a total of some ll5 kilometres, exclusive of sidings. 

The following figures are of interest in oonnection with the standard gauge lines :-'-
Total length of tr.ack laid ... .. . ... kilos. 1,009 Number of locomotives 

Number of turnoute la.id 
Number of stations 

(includes Haifa Station). Number of wagons ... ::: 
748 Number of passenger vehicles 
86 Number of hospital coaches 

169 
2,573 

50 
98 

The Units which have takim part in the construction and operation of m1.litary ra1"lways f gauges are :- o all 
Railway Operating Division, R.E. (eighteen sections 

about 5,500 all ranks). ' 
96th L~ght Railway Operating Company, R.E. 
!>8th L1g~t Railway Train Crew Company, R.E. 
ll6th Rn~lwn.y Construction Company, R.E. 
ll6th Ra~wn.y Construction Company, R.E. 
265th Ra~lway Construction Company, R.E. 
~6?th R~ilwa.y ?onstrul'tion Company, R.E. 
-72nd Light Ra1lway Construction Company, R.E. 

1st Bridgin.g Com~any, Canadian Railway Troop.6. 
299th (I~d1an} Railway Construction Company. 
l/23rd Sikh Pioneers. 
2/23rd Sikh Pioneers. 
2/32nd Sikh Pioneers. 
12lat Sikh Pioneers. 
Egypt~an Army Reserve (about 2,800). 
Egypt1an Labour Corps (eventually about 26,000). 
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5.-The Army Postal Service. 

'l'he Army Postal Service of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force was formed of British Au•trar 
New Zealand, and Indian sections, and served an area stretching from l\Iersina to Assi~t, and f:~~~ 
Sollum to Amman, through 140 ar?l y post offices. The personnel of all sections totals : British 
t:venty-five_o_fficers, 564 men; Aus_trahan, one officer, fifty-seven men; New Zealand, twelve men; Indian: 
eighteen Bnt1sh officers, twenty-mne other ranks, and 257 Indian officers and other ranks. The averao-e 
number of bags received weekly for the troops from overseas reached :- n 

Letter;J. Parcels. Total. 
British ... bn.gs 2,!lOU 2,350 4,850 
Australian- 6'3::! 1,330 1,971 
New Zealand 13tl 270 400 
Indian .. . ~0 20 40 

The maximum munber of bags received in one calendar week at one port totalled 24,810 baas. 
Every bag, from its despatch to this force to its receipt at railhead, has to be handled and re-handled ;ot 
less than twenty-five times. 

The average number of letters sent weekly to the home countries was: British, 500,000; Australian, 
4~,000; New Zealand, 8,400; Indian, 15.000. The totals for the period arc: British, 36,000,000; 
Australian, 3,000,000; New Zealand, 600,000; Indian, 950,000. Letters received from home are re
ceived in sealed bags and amount for the period to many millions, exceeding these figmes. 173.750 
letters circulate weekly within the forces, and 47,000 letters are posted weekly by the 'Egyptian Expedi
tionary Force for Egypt. The combined Army Returned Letter Offices dealt with 4,548,000 items. 
Registered letters dealt with by the combined services during the period total 600,000 received and 
297,000 despatched. 

Postal Orders and Money Orders have been issued to a value of £476,000 and paid to a vabw of 
£165,000 by the British post offices, while the Indian post offices have issued Money Orders to a value 
of £2fi6,250. War Savings Certificates recently issued total £4,180. 

In addition to nonnal Army post office work, Egyptian civil mails ha1·e been embarked and 
disembarked, and mails in transit from India, China, and the East, to England and the Continent, hal'e 
been handled over land and re-embarked. 

Civil Mails in Oc~pied Enemy Territory. 
In the Occupied Enemy Territory, postal s~rvices for civilians have_ been carried on at fifteen post 

offices. Postal Orders have been issued and pa1d to a value of £12,000 111 each case, and Money Orders 
to a value of £2,250 and £3,900 respectively. · . 

Special stamps were issued on Feb. 10, 1918, for use in this area. At first only one p1a~tre and _five 
milliemes overprinted on one piastre were available; but other values were added from tm1e to tnue, 
and the complete set now C(/nsists of the issues described hereunder :-

Cttrrent Stamps. 
All these are gnmmed and perforated. They were printed in England and have no control 

numbers:-

Obsolete Stamps. 
Denomination. 

5 milliemes (a) 
(b) 
(c) 

1 piastre (a) 
{b) 

Denomination. 
1 millieme 
2 milliemes 
3 
4 
5 
1 piastre 
2 phstres 
5 
9 

10 
20 

Date of Issue. 

Feb. 16, 1918 
March 5, 1918 
May 13, 1918 
Feb. 10, 1918 
March 5, 1918 

Colour. 

blue 
blue 
blue 
dark inligo 
blue 

Date of ls'HH'. 
July 16, JOIR 
July 16, I OIR 
Deo. 17, 1918 
July 16, 1018 
Sept. 25, l!HS 
Nov. 9, 1918 
July 16, 1918 
Ju1v 16, 1918 
De~. 17. 1!)18 
Dec. 17, 1918 
Doe. 27, 1018 

Description. 

rouletted nnd ungummed 
roulE'Itted 
rouletted 
roulettcd and uogumn1ed 
rOllletterl 

Colour. 
brown. 
green. 
pale chocolate 
scarlet. 
orange 
dark indigo. 
oli>e. 
purple. 
biRtre. 
blue. 
gtey. 

Control 
Number. 
R IS A 
C JSB 
D IS<' 
A IS 
C IS 

Number 
Issncd 

6,0tJO 
55,560 
5-:1.120 
21,000 

338,UOO 

Wh('r~ 

Printed. 
Egypt. 
Egypt. 
Eg)'pt. 
Egypt. 
Egypt. 
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ROYAL ARMY SERVICE CORPS. 

1.-Establlshment and Supplies. 

NUMBER OF R.A.S.C. OFFICERS IN THE EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE. 
The Royal Army Service Corps in the Egyptian Expeditionary Force is divided into four main 

branches, viz.: mechanical transport, horse transport, supply, and camel transport, and the number of 
officem employed with these branches is as under:-

Mechanical transport, 273 ; horse transport, 174; supply, 256 ; camel transport, 234. 

In addition there are the following :-
Supply and transport Directorate, 23; Staff of G.H.Q., corps, divisions, etc., 19; attached to 

Infantry, 76; attached to R.A.F., 12; duty with O.E.T.A., 17; duty with Egyptian Army, 2; 
miscellaneous (non-R.A.S.C. duties), 8. In all, 1,094. 
This total of 1,09! officers comprises the following :-

Regulars, 39; IndianS. & T. Corps, 33; Territorials, llO; Australiams, 49 (serving with C.T.C.); 
Anglo-Egyptians, 51; New Army, 783; Regular Quartermasters, 29. 

CIVIL PROFESSIONS. 

Brouaht forward 342 
154 

Of the 168 recorded profeseions followed by New Army officers in cJvillife, the chief arc as under :-
.-\coountants (includes ll Chartered} 
Assurance and Insurance .•• 
Auctioneers and Valuers ..• 
Agents and Travellers 
Bankers, Bank Managers. etc. . .. 
Brewers and Distillers 
Brokers 
Civil Servants 
Clerks •.. ..• ... • .• 
ClC'rgymon •.• ... ... ... . .. 
Commercial Directors and Secretaries 
Contractors and Builders ..• ... • .. 
Egyptian Ministry Officials 

Oarritd fort/Jard 

50 
16 
5 

59 
lU 
11 
16 
35 
73 
3 

22 
13 
20 

•.. 342 

Engineers •.. ... ... ... ... ... . .. 
Farmers, Graz1ers, Cattle and Sheep Men 
J ournah.sts and Lecturers ... ... . 
Manufacturers •.. .. . . .. 
Merchants ... . .. 
Planters .•• ... ... ... ... . .. 
Schoolmasters and Educational Officials 
Solicitors ... ... ..• ..• • .. 
Students 
Surveyors ... ... ... ... . .. 
Theatrical Managers and Actors 

TOTAL 

STRENGTH OF OTHER RANKS IN THE EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE. 

BRITISH. IND!m. EGYPTIANS. 

~ ul 
<i :i ~ro ~rl. 

~~~ ~~~ " "' tl ~~~ 0 "' " ~ " ..; :i: ..; 

~~j ~ ~ "' " " ., f:~ ., 
~~6 

0 " "' .. ~; """ t~~ 
~V .. .. .. ~ 

..., 
0 ;...; .... ;.....::: ..... ~ 

" "' " "' 
0 .... "" cG~ .., "' >-1 ~>=\ ~>=\ "' 

~ 

(1) Horse Transport ... ·1705 685 03!10 2123 3lil7 41~19 S-!lt> 

(2) Supply .••................. 734 l:l54 17.i2 433 4273 

(3) Mechanical Transport 6.J.i8 l:l!"iS 7856 Ui7 !tli 

( 4) Camel Tramspurt .•.... 218 :w 238 l\JJ23 1~1:1:23 

75 
11 
IG 
51 
15 
32 
30 
21 
10 
6 

... 763 

GRm 
!UT AL. 

\6.-19) 

427:~ 

RSa:; 

l!IG~il 

(0) Donkey Transport ... 56 60 3:-lGS 3'-~68 3;128 

'l'OTAL ••••.. 49;9 f,558 1983 ---::-- 13"4 = 43:l 117817 27"5 ~6: ;;076 23"Cil 132;H :::-

. SUPPLIES-EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY FOHCE 
(1) RApproxtmate Ration Strength Sept. 19, 1918:- . 

ntlsh •·· 226 000 
i;dian.s ... 111 :soo 

gyphnns •·· 128,950 

TOTAL 467,650 

Horses ... 
:Mules ..• 
CamE' la 
Donkeys 

TOTAL 

The daily cost of feeding th b R e a ove ation Strength amounts to £43,385. 

H,ROO 
30,1VO 
35,(){\0 

11,000 

169,900 
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(2) Sources oJ origi11 of pri11eipal supplies :-

Article 

Meat Frozt'n 
or 

l\Ieat preserved 
Flour 
Att.a, or 
Biscuit 
Bacon 
f'beese 
Jam 
Te• 
l\[ilk ... 
Sugar 
Salt .. . 
Rice .. . 
Dried fruit 
Fuel wood ... 
Sheep and JZOats 

Origin. Dnil y 
requirements. 

Australia, South Africa, l 
Argentine 70 tons 

Americn, Austmlia ... 62 
Austmlia, India, Canada 00 
India ... ... ... 230 
Englnnd and Egypt 2GO 
England, Australia 24 
Austrnlia ... ... 20 
Australia, Egypt . . . 2t 
G-ylon ... ... ... b 
England, America 17 
Egypt 25 
Egypt 7 
Rangoon ... ... ... ... 31 
Cyprm;~, Egypt, India, Basra 8 
Egypt and Cyprus 250 ,. 
Sudan and Cyprus 300 bend 

Articlo. 

Potatc.es ... ... 
Lentils and beans 
Onions 
Matches 
Barley 
Maizo 
Gram 
Millet 
Tibben 
Bhoosa 
Hay ... 
Dries 
Sucropni!Ie 
Green forog~ 
Petrol 

Keroscno 

Origin. 

Egypt and Cyprus 
Egypt ........ . 
Egypt 
Japan ... . .. 
Egypt and India 
Egypt 
India 
Sudan 

Dnily 
requirements. 

25 tons 
16 " 
25 ,. 

... IOO,SOOboxes 

grain 
800 tons 

~g~_yv:p:it . . . l Haylltuff!l 
900 tons 

E~ypt 
Egypt 
SumA.tra, Red Sea wells Avtn.S,OOO galls 

(refined at Suez) Tspt.l5,000 
5,000 

(3) Supplies produced and Establishments managed by R.A.S.G., or under R.A.S.G. supervision:-

Compres~ed forage 

Compressed tibben 
Compressed dries 

Biar.uit 
Margarine 
Rum ... 
Piokloa 
Jam 
Cured fish 
Ice 
Flou mill~. 

In cotton pres~e.!' at Alexandria. 
In cotton presses nt Alc:mndrin , 

Zagnzig, .Mo.nsum, Barrage, nml 
Assiut. 

Cairo, Alexandria.. 
Cairo. 
Alexandria. 

... Ca.iro. 
Alc::rnndria. 
Port ~nid, Knntnrn.. 

... Port Said, Jaffa, Jerui:!alcm. 
Cairo and Znge..dg. ~ 

Grain crnshorA 
Dairy fo.rm 

.Rakcries 

Cold storage premises 

Kantnrn, Port Said, and Cniro. 
'Vilhclma, Pa.Ieatine-milk, butter, 

eggs. 
.Aic:mndrin., Cairo, Port Said, Bir 

Snlem, Ludd, Jerusalem, Haifa, 
Beirut, Tripoli, Rnynk. 

Three o.t Port Said. One W.D. 
property with capncity for 4,600 
tons ; two requisitioned premises, 
encb with capacity of about 500 
tons. 

( 4) Average daily tonnage of supplies rlespatcl1ed by rail vi et E g,lfpl, Port Said, and [{antara to Palestine :

June, 1,615 tons; July, 2,026 tons; Aug., 2,317 tons; Sept., 1,732 tons; Oct., 806 tons; 

2.-Mechanical Transport. 

The great value of mechanical trnn•part in this force may be said to have commenced in connection 
with the operations resulting in the capture of Beersheba and Gaza, and the advance through Southern 
Palestine to the Jafh-Ramleh-Jerusalem line in the months of Nov. and Dec., 1917, 

Prior to this date mechanical transport was almost entirely localized in station transport in Egypt, 
with the exception of a certain number of light ambulances and Ford vans and Light Car Patrols, used in 
the Western Desert and in the advance across the desert to Sinai, it being impossible at this stage of 
the proceedings to use h~avier types of vehicles, except caterpillar tractors of which there were t'.len 
only some half dozen, and these were engaged in pipe laying. 

Once the desert was crossed, it was possible to use heavy transport in the Palestine operations. 
The roads in most cases were had-little more than tracks-but nevertheless, with care, it was po•sible 
to make use of lorry transport. The immediate result of this change was that units, hitherto only 
equipped with horse and camel transport, had their War Establishments amended to provide for the 
use of mechanical transport, resulting in a greatly increased mobility on the part of the whole f?rce in 
Palestine, and enabling operations to be carried out at a much greater distance in advance of railhead. 

To give some idea of the great increase in mechanical transport in this force subsequent to J~ly, 
1917, it is only necessary to point out that between that date and Nov. 30, 1918, the mecharucal 
transport of the whole force had more than doubled, anJ if that portion which has been employed JO 

the Palestine operations were taken alone, it would be safe to say that, whereas, in the summer of 1917 
we had only a few huu<lred mechanical transport vehicles in Palestine, we have now thousands. 
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· · h f 11 · ~ nechanical transport vehicles were employed in this force, 
Just bcfor~ the Arml8tJCef Rt e' ~ ~Wl;o I vehicles and those of Allied contingents, which if included 

these figures bemg exclusive o O) a r oroe . 
would considerably augment the numbers shewn .- !523 

Motor cycles... ··· •·· ··· ··· ··· ... ... "' ··· ... ... ... ... 617 
Touring cars ... ·· · .. · 686 
Motor ambulances ··· ... ... ... ... .'" ... 1679 
Lorries, including gun, workshop, store lorncs, etc. 070 
Vans ... ... ... ... ... ... .. 281 
Cat<>rpillo.r tractors ... ... ".' ... ... 612 
Ca.tPrpillnr trucks and other tra1lers 37 
Motor boats •.. ... ... ... .. · 

ToTAL 5005 

There are in the force between sixty and seventy distinct Army Ser_vice. Corps 1\'[echanical Transport 
Units, in addition to which must be added mechanical tr.ansport whiCh IS attached to almost e~ery 
other branch of the service, e.g. Corps, Divis.ionn:l and J?ngade H~adquarters, HeayY Art~lle~y, ~Igh~ 
Car Patrols, Armoured Batteries, Signal Compames, ~amtary Secti?ns, Postal Ser~ce, Bndgmg Co.m 
panies, Ordnance Workshops, Army Tro?ps Co~pames, R.E., Railway ConstructiOn and Operatmg 
Companies, :{Iospitals, and Casualty q1earl!'g Stati_ons, etc. . . . 

Mechanical transport may be divided mto vanous branches, of which the followmg are a few.-
TVorkshops.-Those at the Base being for heavy work, while others, which are mobile, follow the troops from place 

to place and are employed for carrying out repairs in the field. 
Stores.-This branch deals with the demand for spare parts from the Unite? Kin~do~, with the l.ocal purchase of parts 

which can be obtainf>d in Egypt, and with the distribution of spares to ~1.1 umts employmg J?echamcal transport. 
Convoy Work -Embracing supply convoys, transport of ammurutwn for heavy art11lery, Ordnance, and Royal 

Engineer materiai and troops. Convoys have largely been made up of lorries, but caterpillar tractors have alio been 
used where the nature of the ()"round precludes the use of lorries and Ford van convoys also have been run. . 

Motor Boots.-There is a'ttached to this force what I believe is a unique unit in _the Arm.r Service Corps wor~. mz. : 
.Motor Boat Company, A.S.C. '!'his unit consists of thirty-seven motor boats ~£ dtfferent SIZes, the bulk ~ ~h1ch are 
employed on the Suez Canal and ports, but with detachments at Cairo, Alexandna., Dead Sea, and the Paleshman· ports. 
Subsequent to the operations in the autumn of 1917, it was decided to send moto~ boats to the Dead Sea. The only 
means of transport from railhead, then at Ludd, was by hauling the boat~ on speCially construc_tcd drags fr~m !--udd to 
the Dead Sea, a work of no small magnitude when one realizes the excessive gradients to be negotHtted, the bat r-pm bends 
and, in many cases, the narrownes!ll of the roads at such bends but still four boats were safely taken to the Dead S_ea. 
After the recent advance it wa.s decided to send two boats to Lake Tiberias, the larger of th(' two boa.tl' selected bemg 
forty feet in length, standing sixteen feet from the ground, and weighing twenty-one tons with its drag. The journey 
from the Dead Sea was commenced on Sept. 29 n'd Jerusalem, Na.blus, Jenin, Nazareth, Tiberias being reached on 
Oct. 12. Shortly after the boats had been launched, the rapidity of the advance made their retention on the Lake of 
Tiberias unnecessary. Orders were therefore given for them to be withdrawn and taken by caterpillar tractor to Haifa. 
The difficulties of the transport of these boats were very great. They were accompanied by a guard of British West 
Indians and by Egyptian Labour Corps personnel. In many cases the sides of the roads bad to be built up to permit the 
passage of the boats. In other cases culverts had to be strengthened en route. \Vadis with from three to four feet of 
water bad to be crossed. In other places abandoned German lorries had to be pushed over the side of the road. In 
some sections difficulties of travelling were so great. that only three miles were a-ccomplished in the twenty~four hours. 1 

Fighting Units.-These are principally comprised of Armoured Car Batteries and Light Car Patrols. 
These units perform important functions in scouting· and reconnaissance work, particularly in the case 
of an advance such as those which took place in 1917 and recently. They were also employed in out· 
lying work on the Western Desert along the Tripolitan frontier. Practically the whole of the Heav.v 
~nd Siege Artillery of this force is moved by caterpiliar tractors. During the operations which resulted 
m the capt~re of Jerusalem the strain on this branch of the service was extremely heavy. Owing to it 
bemg the wmter season, the country was largely composed of one vast bog through which the tractors 
bad to haul the guns; and they had also to get the ammunition up to the dumps once the guns were 
m position. Notwithstanding the difficulties the caterpillar tractors had to contend with the heavy 
guns, throughout the operations, were kept up with the advance. • 

Tyre Presses.-These for~ an important adjunct to the mechanical transport in this country. The 
sta~dard ~fe of a lorry tyre IS based at 10,000 miles. Needless to say owing to the difficulties under 
whwh lom~s have to work _in Palestine (in many cases over roads, which are roads in name only), the 
heavy gradients, etc., the life rarely, if ever, exceeds 2,000 miles, and in some instances, such as the 
run from Samakh to Damascus, the life of a lorry tyre does not exceed 700 Iniles. Tyres are taken of! 
and new ones put ~n by ~eans of hydraulic presses, which work at a pressure up to eighty tons. In order 
to cope w1th th; difficulties of. retyring lorries during the recent advance, two tyre presses were built on 
to German lomes (captured m the Beersheba operations of 1917), and followed the lorrv companies 
throughout the advanc~, therebl' reducing the time the lorries were kept off the road to a minimum. 

IJ1an Power.-;-Durmg 1918 1t has been with the greatest difficulty that personnel has been foun,l 
for the ever·growmg needs of transport. Early in the year the question of substitution of the "A" 
das'. ~ersonnel by men of lower category was considered by the War Office In view of the climatic 
conditiOns, the length of the journeys to be performed, the dust, etc., it w~s considered by this fore~ 
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that it was of the utmost importance that as many of the personnel in Palestine should be "A" 1 
and that substitution was inadvisable. This was finally ag~eed to by the War Office and 't ·~as;, 
to s.ay that the heavy and continuous work which has devolved ou the mechanical transp~rt in ~aks;~: 
dunn~ the .summer and autumn of 1918 has fully upheld the action taken some twelve months a 

Even. m sp1t~ of the ~act that as many '' A" class personnel as possible were employed, the numbe:"~£ 
11?-en m hosp1tal has !~creased from about. four per cent in June, 1918, to ten per cent at the present 
time: In o~der to ass1st the supply of .dnvers, War Office was informed early in 1918, that as far as 
):10SS!ble, th1s force would be self-c.ontamed as regards drivers and artificers. In consequence of this 
m Ja~. 1918, a. School of Instruct~o~ fo.r lorry dnvers was formed at Cairo for training Egyptians. 
~ecrwts were g1ven ten weeks tra1~~g m the school and then drafted mto lorry companies employed 
m EgyPt and ~he Canal Z~ne, the Bn~Ish personnel thereby released being sent to Palestine to take over 
additwnallornes, etc:, whiCh were.bemg received from .the ~nited Kingd~m, and also to replace casual
t.Ies. Further Egyptians were tramed at the garages m Cauo, Alexandna, and Kantara as drivers for 
hght cars and motor ambulances in Egypt. Egyptian artificers have been also taken on in the work
shops in Egypt and trained and ~iven !nstruction in mechanical transport shops. At the present time 
there are upwards of 800 Egypt1an dnvers and about 200 Egyptian artificers employed in this force 
m th~ mechani?al transport. In order to further a~sist matters, in the autumn of this year a certain 
numlier of Jewish women were taken on at the Advanced Base M.T. Sub-Depot, Palestine, to release 
men and were employed in the stores department, vulcanizing shops, and on clerical work. Another 
source from which drivers were provided was by obtaining "B" cla~s personnel from the infantry and 
other branches of the service for instruction in mechanical transport; in fact everv possible source from 
which drivers could be obtained was tapped. • 

Repairs.-At times great difficulty has been experienced in keeping mechanical transport on the 
road owing to the lack of spare parts. This arose from various causes. Some of the principal makes 
of vehicles employed in this force, e.g. Peerless lorries, Ford cars, van and ambulances, Holt caterpillar 
tractors, are American, and the spares for these vehicles had to be brought first from America to 
England and then sent on to this force. Also the supply was curtailed owing to the demands from 
other theatres of war. Again in many instances transports with consignments of spare parts were sunk 
owing to enemy action, causing delay often of months before the spares could be replaced. Various 
expedients had to be resorted to, the chief being the manufacture of parts in the Army Service Corps 
workshops, local purchase of parts made by engineering firms in Egypt, adapting parts for other uses 
than those for which they were originally intended ; and temporarily disassembling vehicles and 
employing the parts removed to keep other vehicles on the road. 

During all the operations east of Gaza, the mainstay of the army for supplies has b~en the mecha~cal 
transport, until the broad gauge railway had been bnilt or the narrow gauge Turkish lines repaued. 
In the case of the operations in 1917, the troops were fed over sixty miles. ahead of rail)leacl by means 
of mechanical transport. Ever since the ,occupation of Jericho all troops m the J.ordan Valley and on 
the east of the Jordan at Es Salt and Animan have been fed by means of mecharncal transport. 

In the recent operations resulting in the capture of Damascus, Alepp~, and Alexandrett~, the w~ole 
of the supplies and ammunition were taken from railhead by the mechamcal tran~po1:t, until such time 
as Syrian ports at Haifa, Beirut, Tripolis, and Alexandretta were opened. To gtve II_lSta~ces how t.he 
troops were maintained, it is only necessary to point out that troops. were fed B;t T!b.enas by lomes 
working from Ras el Ain, a distance of some eighty miles, and that until the Turkish. railways could be 
put in order they were fed at Damascus from lorries based at Samakh, the return J Omn~y occupymg 
three to four days. Again in the advance on Aleppo, the troops were fed and anunumtwn conveyed 
by lorries based at Beirut and Tripolis. In fact, ~·ithout the extensive employ~nent o~ mechamcal 
transport. it is difficult to see how the serviCes of r;1mntenance could have been car.ned out m the opera
tions which resulted in the capture of Jerusalem m 1917, Damascus and Aleppo m 1918. 

The whole work of the mechanical transport officers and men of all ranks has been consistently 
maintained at a very high standard. In order to maintll;in vehicles on tbe road and. to meet the demands 
made on them dming the last eighteen months, the stram on the workshop and _store personnel has been 
exceptionally heavv. To maintain the troops at the front the drivers of lornes, cars, and caterpiHar 
tractors had continuously to work long boms under tr.viug conditions of heat and du•t or wet, accord!~~ 
t<> the season of the year. Every branch of the service however, rose to each emergency as It came alon.,, 
and it is impossible to appreciate too highly the work clone by this branch of the ' '·nice durmg the past 
eighteen months. 
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3.- Camel and Don key Transport. 
, , 1 Trans ort Cor s coi" isted of sixteen companies and two depots. the total 

Tn J uly. 191'' the f~no 3·; 70, E levrn ofthese companies (2 ,000 camels per company) were heavy 
strength of burden came \t ei~g 1~· E · st Force Five li rrht burden companies (2,000 camels per company} 
burden camels <~nd w:re a ac ec o . a t' .:th detachments on the western front at i\Iatrnh, Sollum, 
were employed on hnes of commumca wn '" 
and Baharia. . C ll t d 

Dlll'ing the following months of August and September, the compames of the orps were a oca e 

to the army formations as follows :-

X:Xtli Army Corps 
XXIst Army Corps 
Deser~ ::\[ounted Corps 
Gener:1.l Headquarters 

Camels. 

8,000 
8,000 
8,000 
4,000 

Duty. 

lst line transport. 
l st line transport 

Convoy. 
Convoy . 

The remaining camels of the corps were employed on lines of communication and the western front. 

I October a further re-distribution of camels was made to the formations. The XXth C6rps had 
20.00; camels allotted, 8,000 being attached to divisions for first line work and the remammg 12.000 
w~re employed on conYoy dnty. 

The XXIst Corps hacl 6,000 camels allotted to divisions for first line work and Desert Mounted 
Corps received G,OOIJ for convoy duty. 

The tota l str~no-th of burden camels including those working on lines of commtmication and ~hose 
on the western front was 35.000. Transport work during the preceding months had been comparatl\· el~· 
\io-ht and the camels were remarkably fit when operations commenced. 

0 Dnrino- the actual period of operations, i.e. from October to December all companies were very 
hard work~d. The troops were operating in areas in advance of the railheads and long convoys were 
necessary to maintain them in water, rations, and ammunition. 

In the Beersheba area large convoys marched out daily from the railhead, but as the tracks were 
suitable for camels and the weather remained mild and open, camel wastage was very low. 

In early December severe weather set in . Heavy rain storms made the going <1ifticult and the 
piercing cold had a telling effect both on animals and personnel. In the XXth Corps area the condi
tions were particularly bad. The troops were then operating in the hills. To keep in touch, long camel 
convoys bad to wind t heir way over the stony hill sides where there were no definite tracks. the roads np 
the valleys being reserved for other forms of transport. Camel camps were frequently pitched on the 
wind-swept hills, often at an altitude of 3,000 feet. The biting night wind' and the showers of ice-cold 
rain militated severely against the camels and their drivers, both of which were entirely new to such 
climatic conditions. 

In the central area the eonditions were equally difficult. Desert l\Iounted Corps corwoys were work 
ing from the railhead at Deir Seneid, Esdud, and Sukereir to Ra.mleh. The intervening country consisted 
of tilled land acros~ which there were no permanent roads. The heavv rains soon reduced the whole 
area to one vast spongy quagmire, crossed here and there by broad wadies;wbich were difficult to negotiate. 
In places camels sank up to the girth in the mud and many had to be abandoned. This was probably 
the first occasiOn on which camel transport had been called upon to work under such adverse conditions. 

The XXIst Corps camels operatino- in the sandy area alon« the coast worked under much easier 
conditions. o 0 

The camels in t he XXth and XXIst Corl?s area,; were very short of forage during the period Dec .. 
1917, to Feb., .1918; five ,rounds of g;ram bemg the maxnnum ration for long periods and during this 
perwd full ratwna of gram and tibbm were exceptwnal. 

Towards the encl. of January conditiQns as to forage for animals, and clothing and equipment for 
personnel were much Improved . 

. The following table gives a list of casualties (from all causes) sustained in animals and personnel 
durmg the 1917 operations :-

Killed. Died of Wounded. Missing. Died of Captured. TOTA.L 
Wounds. Exposure. 

British .. . l 
Egyp ti a n ~ 3R s 158 1 ~5 ~·J!) 53:.-Camels 5H 27 310 20 ~t"l :lf' 3<1:11 Horses l 

6 
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D1 ttring the months of Feb. and 1\Iarc~, 1918, camel transport was reorganized on a basis of 1 200 
came s per company. The reasons for thiS change were:- ' 

(a) A redtt~tion in size of command for despite standard of efficiency maintained, com etent 
authontles were convmced that a 2,000 camel unit was too big for continuous efficient c~ntrol. 

(b) As only 1,200 .camels were required for the first line transport of infantry divisions that 
number constituted a complete umt. · ' 

(c) Uniformity of o~ganization and consequent interchangeability of first line transport and 
convoy comparues. 

The strength of the Corps at latter part of l\Iarch, 1918, was 29,000 camels. Distribution was as 
follow• :-

X.Xth Army Corps 
XXIst Army Corps 
Desert 1\IountE'd Corps 
Lines of Communication 

13,200 camels 
6,000 
1,200 
2,400 

. The r;1;1aining camels w~re at kilo. 298 in reserve and employed on convoys at Ramleh. Camels 
w1th the XXth Corps were domg heavy convoys from railhead and depots to various points. The tracks 
and weather conditions were still very bad. 

During the Amman operations (from March 23) in practically every instance the gr01md over which 
the camels worked was of th~ worst p~ssible nature, bei~g extr~mely hilly and stony. The Anzac 
com·oys marched by routes whiCh were sunply goat tracks m the stdes of the hills--{)n]y wide enourrh in 
many places for one string of camels to pass at a time. (See PLATE 35.) 0 

At Ain Sir Yillag~ three broad rough terraces had to be crossed. The country was even-where 
difficult, time was limited and officers in charg~ ?f convoy~ had to exercise the greatest care in negotiating 
the hills. The stony nature of the groundmJured the camel~' feet and the heavy rains rendered the 
narrow tracks down the inclines very difficult. Nos. 1 and 2 convoys, 1,100 camels, based on Shunet 
Ninuin worked to Ain Sir, a distance of sixteen miles. No. 3 convoy working from Ain Sir forward, 
had to traverse extremely bad and difficult ground, which was in many places marshy. The camels 
were often long hours under their loads owing to existing situation and f1 uctuation of battle, and coupled 
with this fact they had to work at night. This same convoy had a mo~t trying time during the with
drawalmarch.ing from 1600 on March 31 until 1400 on April 1 when they reached Shunet Nimrin. The 
mo~t difficult part of the jomney had to be done in complete darkness with heavy rain falling and the 
ground thick with mud and exceedingly slippery. The convoy was greatly harassed and broken by 
other units of the retiring column on the single track. In all convoys fifty per cent of the camels were 
overloaded owing to nature of snpplies and size of bales and sacks. The good work performed was 
fnlly recognized and appreciated by the XXth Corps and the divisions concerned. Two thousand camels 
were used in the two convovs out of which number, 100 were killed in action and ninety-two had to 
be destroyed on account o(injuries received on the march. 

In the latter part of April, 1918, the strength of the Corps was 27,800 camels. 
XXth Army Corps had 3,600 with divisions. 
XXIst Army Corps had 2,400 with divisions. . . . 
Desert 3lounted Corps and General Headquarters had the remammg camels on convoy exceptmg 

3,800 on Palest;ne Lines of Communication and in depots. 
In May, strenuous work was done by camels in the second Amman operations. Weather con-

ditions had improved and tracks were better. . . . . 
The months of June, July, and August were comparatively qm~t, the camels workmg on ?rdmary 

rluties of first line with divisiom and convoys from railhead to Wadi Surar and Latron. Ratwns and 
water were rrood, and camels recovered condition. 

Camels have also been supplied for work in the Hejaz. In l\Iarch,_ 1918, 700 light burden ~amels 
fully equipped were sent from "Q" Company to Akaba to operate w1th the Egyptian army m the 
Hejaz. These camels were und~r the command of, and worked by, Camel Transport pe:sonneL ~ 

In April, 1918. a further detachment of 2,000 camels was despatched frm-.;t No. 2 depot at kllo. ~98 
to Beersheba, where they were hanJecl ove~ to the representative of the Hepz f~rces. ~- " 

At the commencement of the operatwns m Sept., 1918, the strength of the Corps m camels was "5,; 00. 
They were allotted to formations as follows :-

Formation. 

XXth Corps, lst Line with rlivisions 
Convoy 

XXIst Corps, 1st Line with divi~>ions 
C'onvoy ... 

Dr~<'rt 1\founted CorpP:, Convoys . 
Palestine Lines of Cowmunication, W . .F.F. and D~pOta 

No. of Camels 
3,600 
1,40i• 
3,600 
9,GOO 
2,6il0 
4,000 



100 
· workin" with the XXIst Corps were used for carrying wate1 and the 

Four of the convoy comparues " 

THE A.DV ANCE OF THE 

.. na four carried rations. a· 1 li ht t·emaJru " . th work of the camels was excee mg y g . 
Compared with the 1917 operatwns ll _e th , at her conditions were excellent, the country in which 
The distances covered w~re very sma, _ _, e "efoJ·t·ly open Consequently casualties were very few. 

. . f th mes were wor.:mg was , . 
the ~~J0£1\r o. a ~a~~~,;~ews the total casualties sustain~d in animals and personnel :-

e o OWlllo . Killed. \rounded. MiM:>ing. Died of ToTAL. 
Exhaustion 

and exposure. 

Egyptians ... ··· ··· 19 ~~ .JI 

64 
82 

Camels ... !!5 5 
· •h the troops moved up country north of "Haifa, seven of the 

In the later stages of operatwns " ~n•ed on convo duties until Beirut and Tripolis were reached. 
XXIst Corps caruD el_ comSparut es w;rO~~p 1~17 the for~ation of donkey transport companies was in 

Donkeys- urma ep · an ., ' I N b f 1917 the first of the th · t bli h ent beina 2 000 donkeys to a company. n ovem er o . 
progress, e es at s m . Noo \ D T C moved from Rafa to the front and this company was 
donkey transpor comparues, · · · · d dit" 

1 d durin the whole of the winter under the most ar uous con wns. . . , 
emp ~~ 2 D.T.B. moved up early in 1918 followed by Nos. 3 and 4. Th~se comparue~ compnsed .t,O~O 
donke s in each and during the summer of 1918 were largely employed m road ~aking and were ~s
tribut:d over the whole forward area from Jericho to Jaffa. The do~eys, allowmg for the casualties 
in No. 1 Company caused by ab':'ormal conditions of work in the wmter of 1917, and lack of proper 
rations at times have been kept m remarkably good con<htwn. . . 

The following table shews the casualties sustained by the donkeys durmg the operations :-
Killed. \Vounded. Died of Died of TOTAL. 

1917 
1918 

5 
12 

'Vounds. Exposure. 
2 233 

2 
245 

23 

ToTAL 1,1 17 235 268 

It will thus be seen that the camel tra~port drivers whose s~y blue galabi~hs added a Yer~,welcon;-,e 
touch of colour to the drabness of our khaki and of the country s1de, together mth theu trusty oonts , 
besides increasing our knowledge of natural history, took a very considerable share in operations, _and 
were not wanting in pluck when occasion required. The camel, by the w~y, proved to be 1~perv10us 
to shell-fire and the drivers stood their ground repeatedly under difficult Circumstances, showmg them
selves well-endowed with the fatalistic courage of the East. The same may be sa1d of th~ Doul<ey Corps, 
and, in addition, these plucky little beasts made fast friends of all who had to deal mth them. 

ORDNANCE WORK IN THE PALESTINE AND SYRIA CAMPAIGNS. 

A Brief Review. 

The work of the Aimy Ordnance Department, with its scale of supply to a fighting force, ranging 
from big guns to bootlaces, has been arduous and interesting during the Palestine and Syria campaigns. 
Many problems have been encountered, in addition to routine duties, since warfare in the desert, 
combined with an advance into enemy country at a pace unequalled in any other theatre of war, has 
presented many special difficulties. See1uingly small things tell ; and it is not too much to say. for 
mstance; that had not many thousands of fanatis, or water-tanks, of different sizes, been proYided for 
the Expeditionary Force, its advance across the Sinai desert from the Canal and onwards into Palestine 
would not have been possible. 

Hdepartmental responsibilities may be roughly defined, it should be understood that while other 
authont1es feed the soldier and his animals and consider both in sickness, the Royal Army Ordnance 
Corps prov1des a fighting force with its guns, rifles, and ammunition, the clothes it wears, the tentage 
that shelters 1t, the v_ehicles for its transport, the oil and grease for the maintenance of its implements, 
Its samtary and cookmg utensils, its office furniture, its soap and dubbin, its pails, spades and showb, 
1ts tools, tnnb?r, metals, repair material of all kinds, signalling implements and telephones, it:; h<tme;s 
and saddlery, 1ts entrenching tools and dial sights- in fact, the full equipment of a fighting forc·e which 
enables 1t to fight. And, whatever the special conditions of campaign, the speed of advance. the nature 
of country or weather, these stores must be adequately s\1ppliccl, and guns, \'eludes, tents, ri!les, hameo~. 
and·~ forth, must be kept in repair. To achieve this was the first principle of Onlnancc pohcv in the 
Palrotine and Syria campaigns. 
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The position of Ordnance services by the late summer of 1917 may be brief! . defined. Th 
l~onths had been busy with exp_anslOn ~~ men, arms, guns, transport, ammuniti~n, aero lanes e su":'mer 
1 he channel of Orcln:mce supplws was snnple and as exjleditious as the Dese ·t R .1 P l,dhospkltals. 
\J . cl,. . I . .. th B . , : . r al way cou ma e lt " exan na waR,_ as a \la)•, e ase. A Depot at Cano, workma hand in hand with th B 1 · 
aft~rthe troops 111 Egypt, the Western Frontier, the stores for the Hejaz operations the ra ~ell a~e, ooked 
tramm~. C:11l'!lS, cadet schools, hospitals, and flying grounds, which Egypt with its wicl/are~;,nf:seas~~~ 
ra1l11 a: • and 1ts healthy cli'?-ate was so aclnmably adapted to entertain. On the Canal itself were u~eful 
Ordn::tnc_e posts at Port Sa1d, Suez, and Moascar (Ismailia), while the main work of Ordnance su 1 
for the fightmg force was d-;me by the F1elcl Depot at Kantara, on the east bank of the Ca 1 d [P!l 
ternnnus of the Desert Ra1!11·ay. na an a t e 

The deve_lopment of the Ordnance Depot at Kantara has been characteristic of the general activit 
of the Egyptian ExpeditiOnary Force and of 1ts Ordnance Services. A bare patch of sand in th~ 
autwnnof 1916, this area has now become a highly organized Ordnance Depot covering in all many 
acres, w1th.a working personnel !1ttle short of 3,000, extensi':e offices, areas for the different "groups;, 
of stores, for salvage _and trans1t, large workshops, armounes, and magazines, sidings from the broad 
gauge ra1lway and anmtcrnal narrow gauge system. It has wharves on the Canal itself at which in one 
month alone fifteen ocean-going steamships and nineteen Inland Water Transport craft ~vere discharaed 
In _the autumn of 1918 no fewer th~n 976 Royal Army Ordnance Corps troops were at w~rk: 
wh1le over 700 '?-en of the Egypt1an Labout Corps and over 700 prisoners-of-war were daily 
employed on unskilled work, and no fewer than 558 Egyptian Labour Corps, civilian, and prisoners-of
war tradesmen, tentmcnders, ca:rpenters, saddlers, tinsmiths, wheelers, blacksmiths, were kept busy in 
the b~g workshops. Here, too, m one autumn month, over 19,000 indents for Ordnance stores for units 
were dealt w1th and over 19,000 tons of ammunition handled. 

During 1!117, u_p the line, and in. preparation for operations, advanced posts had been established at 
El Ar1sh, Rain, Dw el Belah, and later. at Karm. (See PLATE 2.) These were steadily fed by Kantara, 
and m order to make for greater effimency, the El Arish Depot wa~ closed down and pushed forward 
on Oct: 27, 1917! .to make contact with the Light Railway that led from Deir el Bel:1h directly to our 
troop~ m the p0~1t10ns before Gaza. Thus, at Deir el Belah and Karm, emergency depots were quickly 
cstabhshed, holdmg for urgent 1ssue to troops durmg the earlier stages of the operations such stores as 
clothing and boots, picketing gear, horse-shoes and nails, mess-tins, nose-bags, dubbin, soap, oil and 
grease for rifles and guns, ground sheets and blankets. On Oct. 27 the operations against Gaza began. 

It may be well to record that the wide scope and variety of Ordnance supply had now to embrace 
the daily needs of a force of some 250,000 British and over 18,000 Indian troops, together with 100,000 
Egyptians, and some 150,000 horses, mules and camels, and that, from the Ordnance standpoint, the 
position was complicated by the fact that the force was very heterogeneous, so that special stores of 
many kinds, over and above stores peculiar to Egyptian and desert conditions, had to be provided 
for French and Italian contingents, Indians, units of the Egyptian Army, British West Indian regiments, 
natives of the Egyptian Labour Corps, and Camel Transport personnel. 

When, after the successful onslaught on the Gaza-Beersheba positions, the force was advancing 
rapidly into Palestine, new problems at once presented themselves. Of these the chief were transport 
and the weather. The troops had left the railway behind and practically every aYailable channel of 
motor or pack transport was reqnired for food, while ammunition was hastened forw~trd by coastal 
steamer. Great difficulty was expeTienced in getting important stores up to the troops, for the 
Turkish railway was constantly breaking down under stress of ''eather, and roads became 
impassable. Nevertheless a Railhead Ordnance Po~t was e~tabhshed as early as Dec. 6 at 
Junction Station, and a depot was formed temporanly at De1r Sme1d, to be pushed forward . to 
Ludd and greatly expanded directly the broad gauge ra1lway !l1vmg direct comnnuncat10n w1th 
Kantara was available. Railhead Ordnance posts kept pace w1th the broad gauge rmlway _as 1t 
adYanced, and on Feb. 6 the Ordnance post at Junction Station was mowd up to Jeru~alem 1tself. 
Throughout these very difficult weeks of the quick dash of the fightmg force up to the Jaffa-Jerusal~m 
line the heavy wear and tear on Ordnance stores of many kmds g"ve a great dea~ of hard work to depots 
and workshops. The line of communications, it must be remembered, began ~n the hot, dry. sand o~ 
Sinai and extended through the moist lowlands of Gaza and De1r Sme1d to the and and J;>arrcn highlands 
of Judooa. It is not easy to conceive more exacting contrasts of climate and natural cond1twns than those 
of Kantara and Jerusalem. It is easy to realize the stram upon troops pass1~g through such vaned condi
tions in so short a time in the wet season. The wear and tear of matenal m a ~Wlft campaign over such 
varied areas-especially, for instance, of wheels, harness, clothing, and boots-Is necessanly very g:eat. 

Jaffa had fallen on Nov. 1G, 1917. Jerusalem had surrendered on Dec. 9. The later operatwns, 
while establishing our positions north of both places, and seeming the !ateral commumcatwns fr~,m 
east to west and working into, and across, the Jordan valley, so as to get mto touch With the Sher!~a~ 
troops and protect our extended right flank, did not mvolve any great advance, but enabled the ]a'"~) 
to get up to the troop.; and the Ordnance to reorganize its system of supply. So far as genera stmes 
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THE ADYANC:r<; OF TUE 

1 B D •t t Kantara the depot at Ludcl ancl the Railhead post at 
were concerned,. the Ad vane.'''. a~c u~;~e ~hannel. A similar policy had been adopted for two most 
Jeru>;lielmOcdonstlteutdeuclti.aesq'~~~~'~::'Pcll'l~~:f ammunition and the never-ending task of salvage and rqla lr. 
essenha r nauc , " . · t1 

· · 1 do ted in eYcry branch of Ordnance work has been that supply must keep pace WI I 

the tr~~l~:u:~:~:e~er ~he dil!icultiee of traneport and local comlitions. During th~t"~nn~er of ~9~~ 
ammunition was ,teadih' conrentratl•tl Mar tbe scene of opcratwnR. l\Jagazmes at ns am • a 

I h e ~6 OOO 8,1u·ue feet Large stocks were massed at these places, at Belah and at l1..arm. 
co,·erec eac so1u • ' ·· · · · · t 1 ·1 the line Durin" the D rin(r 0 erations approximately 230 tons of annnumtwn were s_en c a1 Y up , ·· n ·.· 

su~mn~r £f 1918 advanced ma:,;.1zines were establi;hed at Ludd, _Jerusale1~1, and Sarona,_ t~ mee~ the 
· ts f the camp•tio·n which was to come and the nnnor but Important operatiOns "bwh 

req mremen . 0 ' 0 . ' cl r . 
established our preliminary positions and safeguarde our ear tcr gams. . , . 

Immediate work of repair to guns, vehicles, etc., is don; by Light Travelling 1\ orkshops, whtle 
b . · · obs are sent back to medium shops or down to depots, or the Base, where larger plant has 
b::~I::tlablisbed and greater facilities exist. The M?bilc Workshops advance on the heels of troops 
and are thus immediately ready for any task that offers. A hue of these shops had, by the end of 
Dec. 1917, reached Jaffa, Ramlcb, Junction Station, Latron, and Jerusalem .. They were subsequently 
pushed further forward still _ and then concentrated mto two groups centnng upon Jerusalem and 
J affa thus meetin" the reqmrements of each flank. 

These traYell~g workshops bad by no means an easy time during th_e stormy winter months in 
Palestine. They had been thrown almost entirely on their own resources m motor lornes and cars as 
it was quite impracticable, on tbe one hand, to get spare parts, and s~ forth, up to tbe shops near tbc 
line by any other means; or, on the other hand, to send g1ms, etc., needmg heavy repmr, to shops farther 
back. It is not to be wondered at that on arnval at captured Cities such as Jerusalem and Jaffa the 
Ordnance workshops made the most of everything that could be requisitioned in the way of plant and 
premises. At Jerusalem, Turkish armourer's, blacksmith's, and instrmnent shops were promptly absorbed 
and plant was taken over in various parts of the city, including a spacious and well-equipped shop in 
a Franciscan Monastery. Shops were established for bootmakers since boots had suffered severely m 
the change from use in summer on the hot desert sand to winter conditions_ an;ong the wet and rocky 
mountains of Judrea. To help in these new Ordnance \Yorkshops, on whose capamty very heavy demands 
were at once made, native tradesmen of several trades were brought in. 

A great deal of work was thus at once undertaken in repairs to guns, vehicles, etc. The busy activity 
and elastic scope of the Jerusalem Ordnance workshops was reproduced at J affa. It is interesting to 
record that at J affa a foundry was established and captured Turkish gm1 cartridge cases were used for 
casting pipe boxes of wagon wheels . . , . a development which illustrates the extreme technical isolation 
of the whole front of the force in the earlier part of the year. In advance of these workshops at Jerusa
lem and Ludd mobile shops were suitably posted. Behind them were well-equipped shops at Lndd and 
the large, still steadily expanding shops at Kantara. · 

The thoroughness of this workshop organization, as it got into its stride for the summer, enabled 
it to cope effectively with the serious situation which arose owing to tbe effect on vehicles in summer 
of the_ great beat and dryness of the Jordan Valley. A vehicle repair shop was established in Jericho 
and did good work under very trying conditions. In the ten weeks prior to the autumn operations the 
mob1le shops forward of Kantara repaired no fewer than 2,500 vehicles and, including Kantara, over 
14,000 wheels. 

The reconstruction of the fighting force which took place in the summer of 1918, involving the 
despatch to France of many Bntish troops and therr replacement in F.gypt and Pal~stine by Indian 
units from Indta, 1\lesopotanua, and France, gave more work to the Ordnance authorities than is per
baps fully realized. Arran~ements hac\ to be made for troops leaving the country to hand in large 
quantities of stores and ~ehicles, and the umts amvmg had to be equipped according to the Egyptian 
scale, wh~le sm~able provisiOn had to be made for them to be regularly supplied with the stores peculiar 
to their race or religwn. All tb1s, on a considerable scale, meant careful organization; a marked extra 
stram was_ thrown upon the Ordnance organizations at Ludd and Kantara; and to meet the needs of 
Indian umts a busy temporary depot was opened at Tel el Kebir. 

T~e time now ~ppr?ached for the beginning of a ~econd autu'!-m campaign. Ordnance preparations 
of all kuuls-the establishment of ammullltlon supphes, the repair of guns and vehicles, the expansion 
of hospitals, and the supply of tentage for reinforcement camps-were accelerated. For various reasons 
~t had ~een decided to close clown the Ordnance Depot at Ludd and the channel of supply now ran direct 
rom K~ntara_to ra1lheads. Both .depot a'!-d railway provecl adequate to the emergency. The clenlov
rue~~ ~~ s;a-gmng traffic dtrect to I1..antara from England, Taranto, Alexandria, and India, must be noted t:' '" "~an uupurtant bearmg on the supply and hancllincr of stores durin" and after the Syria opo,ra
wns ... t' or mu<t the bridging o.f the Suez Canctl itself b~ ignored, establi~hing direct railway culll· 

ruumc.t wn \\Ith Eg) pt, for the fil·st tl1rough tram from Jerusalem to Cairu kft on Juh- l:J. 
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The autL!!~n operations r,resented problems very similar to those of the preceding campaign. Again 
troops ~vent mto .the blue and means of snpph· to them, over difficult country, became sparse and 
uncertam. But this t1me the weather held and the very rapl(lity of the advance into Syria enabled a 
ne" system of supply to be qmckly brougb..t mto operatwn. This was supply by sea from Kantara 
clu·ect to such ports as Haifa, Be;mt, Tnpolis, and Alexanclretta, as they wccessively came within the 
area occup1ed by the E(\yphan ExJ!editwnary Force. Thus the curious, but thoroughly economical 
phenomenon was now mtnessed of important Ordnance stores which had been collected in Palestine 
being sent all the way down the line again to Kantara for shipment to Syrian ports. Ordnance per
sonnel was promptly sent up to these ports and new channels of supply were thus established ; while 
sue b. dt VISIOns as wer~ later ~n returned clown the line to E~ypt found the old system ready to meet 
their needs. l\leanwhile a SJ<mlar policy had been followed ~v1th the Mob1le Workshops which had been 
promptly moved up m accordance w1th theu accepted pnnmple of workina as near as practicable to the 
troops. (See PLATE 54.) 0 

. Next, the Ordnance system again confronted two of the gr~at problems which successful operations 
m war always mvolve. These are salvage and the accommodatiOn of prisoners-of-war. Salyaae in these 
operations was immense in quantity and much of the material was very difficult to get at and brin~ to 
the collecting depots at railhead. So salvage posts were at once established at important centres, s~tch 
as J elil, Kalkilieh, Ras el Ain, Tu! Keram, Ram Allah, Afule, and Damascus, and the disposal of salved 
stores, thousands of tons in bulk, will come under the final control of Kantara and Alexandria. Exten
siYe areas have been prepared for the reception not only of captured and salved stores from the last 
operations but also of an immense amount of Ordnance stores, including especially, camp equipment 
from hospitals and standing camps in Egypt. In Palestine itself large quantities of vehicles have been 
sold through the O.E.T.A. to the local population at reasonable prices. The sah·agc of guns necessarily 
depends on the capacity of the broad gauge railway, and it is onl,r fair to record that, at ever~- point 
and throughout their system, the railway authorities have ahrays endeavoured to meet Ordnance re
quirements as fully and fairly as possible. 

A further task was that of providing acconnnodation for the thousands of prisoners-of-war who 
now thronged into Egypt and had to be provided with camps and hospitals, the latter, especially, calling 
for urgent attention as the percentage of sickness was very high ; and that not only amongst the 
prisoners-of-war, but also amongst our own British and Indian troops and Egyptians. It should be 
noted that the ration strength of the fighting force had steadily increased from the figures a bow-quoted 
for 1917, until, at the time of the Armistice it amounted to: British and Incl1am, 341,000; EgYptians, 
133,000; animals, 160,000; and in addition some 90,000 priwners-of-war Ordnance work consequently 
a:. this stage was greatly extended, the strain falling chiefly upon Cairo, Kantara, ~nd the Base. 
Tentage, camp equipment, and clothing had to be provided-for example, at Belbe1s for 30,000 
prisoners-of-war, at Tel el Kebir for 19,000, and at Salhia for 10!000- wlulst five large hosp~tab had 
to be formed and six hospitals largely expanded, as the condthon of the pnsoners on anwal "·as 
generally deplorable. · 

'Ye have now traced the main current of Ordnance Sen·ices during the two campaigns and the 
intervening summer of 1918. The full scope of Ordnance work can, indeed, only be outh?-ecl-the Im
mense developments at !Cantara; the gnn-repair work clone at Jaf!a and Jerusalem; shq>pmg,annnum
tion and railhead work up and down the line ; the establishment of laundnes, boot and clothmg-repau 
shops; experimental :vork on pack-saddlery., covers for machine guns in the deser~, .ped~ra1b and ~ac?~ 
lets; the steady proviSIOn of desert stores, uwolnng a tmstworthy and absolute!) mdtspensab!~ "ater 
supply; the fine work on dial sights and range-finders; the cxactmg work on vchwle~ "h1c_h ha_~ 
suffered so severely under the rough Palestine conditions-all these. and a hundred other ~~~1~ taoks 
have been duly and painstakingly performed. There have been clJfficnlt questions of personnel,. of 
local labour, of health, and above all of the extremely heavy strain thrown upon Ordnance orgamzatw~ 
nt a period of such grea.t pressure in a hot sumoer by the subst1tutwn for the1r tramed personnel 0 
" · · f · h · · It hoped howeYer utterly inexperienced men generally less capable and always of m enor P ~ sJque. 18 ·a '0 d ' 
that in general, whatever the condition.s, the daily job has been done and the Yery Wl e r uance 
requirements of the troops fully and fa1rly met. 
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THE WORK OF THE MEDICAL SERVICES. 

· 1 f General Sir Edmund Allenby in July, 1917, wasfollowed almost immediatelJ: by a 
Th~ arnva 0 E~ , tian Ex editionar Force. This necessitated considerable change~ m the 

reo~ga~zatwn of ~te fr~~f line hal been for ~ome months on the southern boundary of Palestme, and 
me fijds:~~~lances ewere already provided with motor ambulances, sand-carts and CaJ?1el·cacoletsd A 
our e n:bulance convo arrived in time for the Gaza operations, and from then until now has ?ne 
mot~f '\ service The ~xpansion of the force necessitated the addition of five new. casualty• clearmg 
e~ctio~~ and one indian clearing hospital-previously there had been but two all told. F1ve new statwnary 
~:s itals were provided, making eight in all, and four 1,040 bedded general hosp.1tals :vere. added to the 
sev~n already in the country. With these new medical umts to hand, the ext~ns!Ve P.reparatwns for the 
G -Beersheba operations were commenced. Three casualty clearmg statwns, w1th a total accom
m~~8ation for 3,000 patients were allotted to serve the right flank and these were placed at Imara; the 
two at Belah dealt with the evacuatwus from the Gaza s~ctor. . . . . 

Imara was in full. though distant, view of the Turkish posJtwns and orders forbade the pttchmg 
of any tents until after dusk of the e':ening prec~din11 the attack. Many readers will remember the 
appearance next morning of the erstwhile bare plam With 1ts whole town of tents.. To these advanced 
hospitals extra surgeons were sent up from the Base so tha~ there should be no delay m surgiCal treatment, 
and hospital trains ':er? able to evacuate the. wounded direct to El Ansh and Kantara. 

The casualties durmg these early operatwns, t?ough. not as heavy as had been prepared for, we~e 
quite enou~h to keep the medical department busy m all1ts branches. From Oct. 28 to Nov. 11, 1911, 
Desert Mo~ted and XXth Corps had 245 officers and 4,674 other ranks wounde~, and XXIst Corps 
126 officers and 2,947 other ranks. During the same period an equal nur~1ber ?f SICk was dealt With: 

The pursuit taken up by the Desert Mounted and XXIst Corps, which ~d not cease unt1l J affa 
had been taken and Jerusalem was in sight, taxed the medical services to theu utmost. All medical 
transport which could be spared from XXth Corps was temporarily transferred to the other two Corps 
to enable them to get their sick and wounded away. As it was impossible to move forward a casualty 
clearing station for some time, two field ambulances were also lent them to string out their long line of 
evacuation, and to provide resting and feeding places for the patients coming down. The weather 
during this period of the fighting was very bad and greatly increased the difficulties of the medical 
service. The work of the front line units, especially the field ambulances of the 52nd, 74th, and Yeomanry 
Divisions in the Judrean Hills, was at this time very arduous. 

The pause which occurred before the attack on Jerusalem enabled three casualty clearing stations 
to be brought up ; one to Gaza, another to Deir Seneid, and the third to Junction Station, to which 
point the Turkish railway was by this time fitfully running. On the capture of Jerusalem it was necessary 
to hold up the sick and wounded there in order to save them the long journey in the bad weather which 
still per~isted. A casualty clearing station was soon opened in Jerusalem, to be followed later by two 
others. Meanwhile, a fourth had been opened at J affa, and on the arrival of the railway at Ludd, this 
latter place became the centre for evacuation from the whole front. 

The strain was not confined to the front line and lines of communication, and mention must be 
ma~e. of the good work ~one by the hospitals at the Base, which, although depleted of many of their 
staff m ord~r to fill gaps m the front hne, were called upon to work for a time at very high pressure. 

The ra1d on Es Salt and Amman was from the medical point of view exceRtionally arduous. The 
cl.osely-pressed retlfement from Amman, over gr?und so deep in mud as to be almost impassable for 
camels and .wheeled transport, made the evacuatiOn of the wounded a task of considerable ma!m.itude. 

In AJ?rll ?ame the ;eorganizati?n of t.he force owing to the demands for man-power from "France. 
The subst1tutwn of !nd1an for Br1t1s~ reg1ments necessitated ~ complete remodelling of the Divisional 
field ambulances, which became c?n:;bmed umts capable of dealing with both British and Indian troops. 
~asualty cle~rmg statwns were sumlarly. conv~rted into combined clearing hospitals. Five new Indian 
.,eneral hospttals were opened, two Bnt1sh bemg at the same time closed. These alterations entailed 
drastic changes m the personnel. India were able to supply but a very limited number of medical officers 
and many of the umts, on arri':a~, consisted simply of equipment and very partially-trained India~ 
personnel. The few weeks rema~mng before operatwns berran were devoted to "iuteusive trainin~" 
afnldfiltlt IS gr~atly to. the c;edit of all concerned that, when "put to the test, these hastily-formed u~t~ 
u ed thelf functwns With crcd1t to themselves and their service 

n ~n the fi.nal operations, the casualties from wounds were fortun~tely not heavy and well within the 
um er~ ant1mpated. The speed of the pmsuit and the consequent rapid lenrrthening of the line of 
~va~uatwn ~c';ntuated the transp?rt diffi~ulties. With the capture of Haifa th~ pressure was relieved J ~et 0 IAf'no of. a casualty clearmg st:ttwn there which was able to despatch cases by hospital ship 
ca:ec lt 0 1 exandrta .. Later on, thts hospital ship service was extended to the other Syrian ports wht're 
theu~!n,~~:~ng statJ~n~ have been opened. Damascus also was supplied with a casuaity cleariu•; '•tation 
239 olli. . ... ra~s~o8r,, ecahme available. The total number of wounded in these operatiollll has bet•n 

cc1::s a nu '±, v 1: ot er ranks. 
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No sooner had we reached a breathing space in dealina with our own w und d th 
h I d "th · k d d d · "' 0 e an we were overw e me w1 SIC an wotm e pnsoners-of-war The captured Turks · d 1 bl 

d .t. f h lth · · were m a ep ora e con· I lOll o ea , owmg to prolonged shortaae of food to malaria and finally t · ·a · 
· fl Of h " ' ' o a senous ep1 enuc of m uenza. t e 100,000 captured. more th·m 20 000 passed into medical charg F th · 

d f th I 2 000 b dd d h · '· e. or err accom-mo a 1on _ree arge , e e osp1tals were rap1dly prepared in Egypt and the permanent pri•oners-
of-war hosp1tals were also greatly expanded. Several of the Egyptian Hospitals-a service which has 
done splcnd!d work throughout the campa1gn-were also devoted to their treatment, and for a short 
t1me the Bnt1sh General Hosp1tal at G1za was set free for the accommodation of the inore serious cases. 

The flood of pnson~rs had subs1ded, and now a new trouble had to be faced. Our own sick rate 
began to show an alarmmg mcrease, the ?ally average of hospital admissions rising from 600 to 1,000 
and eve_n to 1,400 per day. Th1s was mamly due to mal_aria contracted in the newly-occupied districtd 
and to m~u~nza. Superhuman effort~ were made .m Ca1ro. and Alexandria to open new hospitals and 
expand ex1stmg o~es. By these ~eans 1t was fo~d JUSt poss1ble to keep pace with the increasing sickness. 

F~om. ~ medwal pomt of VIew, the most 1mpo~tant problem of this campaign-as of all previoua 
campa1~ns m. this countrJ>:~has been. that of malana. During 1917 this disease was easily controlled 
by deahng With the lo?ahz~d mosC!wto-breedi~ areaq in the Wadi Ghuzzee. In 1918 it was a very 
different story. Palestme IS notorwusly malarwus, and, during the summer months some localities 
such as the_ Jordan Valley, the coastal plain, ~nd the Vale of Esdraelon have the reputation of being 
barely hab1table. Practwally all the perenrnal streams produce marshes which are infested with 
mosquitoes, including many anopheline varieties. Even the hill country is by no means free and every 
well, cistern, and streamlet is a potential breeding place for these pests. ' 

. Directly our front line was de_fi~tely established in _the ear~y spring, the campaign against mos
qmtoes began m earnest .. Each <J!VIsJOn was made respons1ble for 1ts o~n areas. Their sanitary section• 
soon got to work, and mth the a1d of the Royal Engmeers and Egyptian labour, marshes were drained, 
streams canalised, and wells and cisterns oiled. Each regiment was further expected to provide a malaria 
squad to deal with the vicinity of its own camp. By mid-summer, the result of this combined offensive 
became apparent, and the mosquito had been driven even from areas which in early summer had been 
its most formidable strongholds. The slightest relaxation of effort was immediately followed by a 
counter-offensive on the part of the anophelines, who missed no chance of re-establishing their position 
in any unguarded water area. Even the Jordan Valley was so satisfactorily dealt with that troops were 
enabled to live through the worst season of the year in this poisonous locality without any alarming 
amount of sickness. In order to assist in the early detection of malaria cases, small " diagnosis stations" 
were scattered along the front line in easily accessible positions. Each consisted of one medical officer 
and two trained orderlies with microscopes and a diagnosis was made on the spot. No less than 40,000 
blood slides were examined in these nuits and have been the means of saving hundreds of lives. 

With the advent of active operations and the passage of the troops into an untreated area, it was 
inevitable that the incidence of malaria should rise for a time. Within a fortnight of the opening day 
the num her of malaria admissions began to increase, most of the cases being of the malignant type. The 
average sick rate, which had been 2·85 per cent for the four weeks preceding operations, increased to 
5·51 per cent for the period of the third to sixth week of operations. This was a proof, if any were needed 
of the efficacy of our previous anti-malarial measures. There is little doubt that had not the problem 
been energetically grappled with from the first, and had malaria been allowed to exact Its toll throughout 
the summer months, the efficiency of the troops would have been very _seriously taxe~. What e~ect 
such a state of affairs might have had upon the campaign gives opp_ortumty for 1_nterest~g specula~10n. 

Typhus, enteric, relapsing fever, and cholera have been kept m check by moculatwn, cle~nliness 
and sanitation. It may well be said that the incinerator and disinfector have helped to wm th1s war. 
A small outbreak of cholera among the civil population at Tiberi~s was soon got ~der control w1th only 
a single case of infection among the troops. The only othe~ epidemiC of any seno_us aspect has been 
that of pellagra among the Turkish prisoners. This obscure disease has been reB'ponsible for many deaths 
among them and is at present the subject of an exhaustive enquiry by a speCial medica! comn11ssw_n. 
No case has occurred among British troops and only one Ger~an pnsone~ has been found suffermg from It. 

Ophthalmia, which in Napoleon's Egyptian and Palestme expeditiOns proved so forn11dable a bug
bear, has, thanks to the cleanly habits of the British soldier, been practiCally absent from our ranks. 
In the case of the Turks, however, both before and after captu:e, Its rava~es have. been ~evere. : 

With the arrival of the armistice, further problems await the medical serVJce. Swk repatnated 
prisoner~ have to be looked after, and, in this "half-way house," from India, no doubt many swk will 
find a hospital lod<ring on their way to and fro. . . . .. 

Within the liml'ts of a short article it is possible to enumerate but a few of the multifariOus activities 
of a medical service called upon to safeguard the health and tend the sick and wounded of a ftce ~ar¥:~ 
than the peace-time British Army. Altogether the force may ?e congratubted on the stst~ o Its ea cb 
dm·inrr the campaign and the short period followmg the openmg of operations WhiCh proVIded SO mr 
sickn;•s may perhap~ be considered part of the inevitable price to be paid for one of tbe most compete 
victuries in the history of British arms. 
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ROYAL ARMY VETERINARY CORPS. 
At th. b'~innin~ of the period now under review, the veterinary sen·ice of the force fo~md its~lf 

lr ·d e "·" d an"d eq111·11ped on a basis which 11rovided for the effi01ent performance of 1ts duhes a ea ,- orgamze . . . · if - . · th t at the moment, and at the same time permitted of considerable expanswn, neceosar;, Wl ou 
di:slocatincr existing arrange1nent.s. . . . . 

To it~ formation, Australia, New Zealand, India, Egypt, and the l\Ied1terranean Exped1~10nar:v 
Force, had contributed varied tmits, and to these h~d ~een added two vetermary ho,p1tab ongmall:v 
intended for another theatre of war ; but the organ~zat~on and e.qmpment of the vanous components 
differed, and even the British units were not uniform':' e1ther particular. . . 

It bad been at once evident that satisfactory servwe could hardly be rendered under such coad1hons 
and a complete reorganization had been carried out; a reorganization which was rel' derecl c?mparatJvely 
essv by the enthusiasm and co-operat.ion of all concerned. The acl~erence of the Austrahan and New 
Zealand authorities to the idea of a universal organization was espeCially fortunate , and m. consequenc.e 
all Colonial divisions which were transferred to France, landed in that com1try w1th a vetermary orgam-
zation sinlilar to the other formations of the British Expeditionary Force. . 

While speaking of Australian and New Zealand tmits it m~y.here be remarhcl that the h1gh profes
sional standard of veterinary officers of the forces of these Domnuons, the1r cle,>ohon to dnty and loyalty 
to the Directorate, has been a marked and pleasing feature in the veterinary history of the Egypt~an 
Expeditionary Force. . . . . . . 

Veterinary hospitals were established at centres where ra1l connectwn and the poss1b1hty of obtam-
inrr green fodder combined to make transit easy and the forage supply suitable for sick animals. In 
th~se line of communication establishments Egyptians were employed as mnch' as possible in order to 
economise British personnel. Field veterinary m1its with divisions were brought to a uniform est~b
lishment and equipped similarly to those in France, the possibility of their being required owr<eas hanng 
been realized. 

So far as horses, mules, and donkeys were concerned it was also necessary to establish a trush'i'ortby 
system of mallein inoculation throughout the army in order to detect cases of glanders and endeavour to 
prevent extension of the disease when introduced. This equine scourge may easily become one of the 
great sources of loss among the animals of armies in the field, and consequently every animal in the 
force was tested. Subsequently every entry to a veterinary hospital or issue to a remount depot was 
retested, and, although many isolated cases and local outbreaks occurred, the disease has allvay·s been 
kept 1mder control, and the losses have been very slight. More cases indeed "·ere detected among 
captured T:>:kish anin1als than occurred among the entire army during the campaign. 

The ra1smg of Camel Corps on a large scale naturally called for a special organization on the part 
of ~he veterinary service. HO\vever successful previous camel campaigns may have been from the 
m1htary pomt of VIew, they have generally resulted in the rapid extinction of the animals, and the main
tenance of numbers has only been possible by renewing them in· toto. 

In one of the Central Asian campaigns of the Russian Army for instance, a force under General 
~kobeleff, WJth a transport of 12,000 camels, returned after some months with one camel only; and 
m our own Afghan campa1gu of 1879-80 ':e lost 70,000 transport animals of which a high proportion 
"ere camels, the necessary numbers of whwh could hardly have been maintained for a longer period. 
The annnalmortahty of a camel corps, therefore, might be confidently anticipated at a very high figure, 
and the large mnnbers 1t was proposed to employ called for special efiort to keep losses at the minimum 
poss1ble . 

. In its endcayours to assist in the creation and maintenance of this branch of the army the nterinarv 
servwe was agam fortunate : its recommendations received due consideration and the spirit in which 
t.he camel :'etermary dut1es were undertaken both by officers and other ranks was worthy of even· 
ctS'mendatwn. Camel bosp1tals w~re established for the reception of serious casualties, and a consicle;.
a e vetennary personnel was spemally tramed to deal with cases which could be retained with thei1 
umts. Tlns illcluded a eomp · h · h f th · · [] . re ens1ve se eme or c treatment of camel mange a d1sease whJCb if 
~·owed to run 1ts course tmchecked,, will destroy a camel corps on service in from three to six months. 
' mc1c prdactJCa!ly every adult camel ill Egypt has the disease, and as all suitable Ea'"'tian calllels were 
emp ove 1t IS easy to under"ta d th t .L • • • "'· " • ravaaC ' ;:. 1; a exlJCllSIVe preparatwns were necessary 111 order to cmubat 1ts 
. f" s successfully. The losses ill camels have proved to be about thirty per ce•1t per annmn This 
Is o course a lugh 11erce t b t h 't · · ' . 
b ' . ta' d . n age, u w en 1 IS considered that an avera<>e of some 40 000 cawels has 

een mam me m the field fo b t t d h · " ' ' oi lnilar · M r e w?en wo an t ree years 1t represents a great advance on pre,·ious 
naturalt~~:f:·d . ~hy factors whwh do not come altogether within the purview of this artiele \rt·rc 
the eft'101·e t r c m 1? hsuchcessful ~ccomplishment of the work of the camel corr's with this force but 

' n manner Ill w ne t e veterm cl t' · d ' The operat' h' h b . ary u Jes were carne out undoubtedlv contributed to the n',ult 
wns w 10 egan ill Oct 1917 (B · l b G J J • nature for all aninlals of the ar Th., cers le .a- xaza;- erusalem) were of the llt(>St <trc·mww; 

" drou<>ht tot t' 1 . Dmy. e weather eondltwns vaned from a heat wave to fro,t anu f··mn 
" "' onen Ja ram. uring the heat many horses were without water fur fortY tu el•;Ltv ho.w· . c . O)t 
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while miltt.ary requirement;s combinec~ with floods and mud prevented the regular wpply of full quanti
( JP< of forage. The resultmg casualhes were perforce h~avy, and only the unremit.ting att.ent.ion of all 
format1onR and all ranks concerne~ prevente~ more senous loss. During this period the work of thA 
~lobdc Vetermary Sectwns .and Fwl~ Vetermary Det~chments calls for special notice, and throu~h 
t.bctr agcnc.y very many ammals whiCh would otberwrse have penshed were sa,·cd and subsequent.ly 
H't-i{ored t.o the service. 

The eontinuous work demanded from all animals of the army during the summer and autumn of 
I !11 ~ "·as such as to .keep veterin~ry hospitals full ; and although they were organized and prepared to 
<h•al \\Jth a further mcrease had It been necessary as a result of the operations, viz. the advance from 
Haifa to Aleppo, this was not requisite. Though considerahle casualties were sustained during this 
a<lvanrc they were the tmavmdable outcome of war, out of all proportiOn small, when compared with 
t h<• results achie~ed, a~d tho. general health of animals ~emains good up to the period of writing. 

In such a bnef rev1ew 1t IS mtposs1ble to g1ve statistics o[ the contagwus diseases encountered and 
<lealt. wit.h , but glanders, anthrax, mange, piroplasmosis (tick fever), and epizootic lymphangitis, may be 
lll<'ll(.ionrd 11s affecting horses and mules, while trypanosomiasis (surra, debab ), and mange, have been 
the most frequent among camels. 

The last -mentioned conditions combined with insufficient food supply are said to have been tlte 
ranK<' of the breakdown of the Turkish camel transport in 1916- 17, their losses of these animals during 
that period in the Jordan Valley, being estimated by their own officers at 40,000. Whatever may have 
heen t.he real numbers, the skeletons everywhere in evidence on our arrival in the area mentioned, warrant 
its being placed at a very high figure. 

During the period nnder review (July, 1917-0ct., 1918), over 63,000 horses, mules or dnnkeys, ann 
:H ,OOO camels were received into veterinary hospitals, while the number of less serious casualties attended 
to in the field greatly exceeded these figures. 

The percentage of animals returned from hospitals to the Remount Department as fit for re-issue 
to t.he service has been eighty per cent in the case of horses, and seventy per cent in the case of camels. 

The total losses during the ent.ire campaign calculated on the average stre':'-gtb of the ammals of 
the army have not exceeded sixteen per cent of horses, mules and donkeys, and thirty per cent of camels, 
per annum. 

LABOUR IN THE EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE. 

acneml Remarks: 
Under the above headin" was included all the unskilled Egyptian personnel and a large proportion 

of the skilled and semi-s1:illed personnel which Egypt was called on to furnish towards the needs of the 
Egyptian Expeditionary Force. It fell to the Directorate of Labour to arrange for Its proVISIOn and 
distribution. · h , t t 

The numbers involved eventually reached a total of 135,000 men, engaged on SIX n~ont s con rac s 
giving an annual turn-over of some 270,000 men, apart from .replacement of casualt:es. The figures 
before the attack on Gaza in 1917 and the figures reached durmg 1918 were as under m the vanous 
corps:-

Egyptian Labour Corps ... 
Camel Transport Corps . .. 
Donkey Transport CorpH 
Horae Transport (A.S.C. ) 
Remount Service 
Veterinary Service ... 
Imperial Camel Corps 

'l'OTALS 

1917 
48,472 
20,000 

3,200 
1,200 
1.100 

280 

74,252 

1918 
*100,002 labourers 

23.452 drin·ra 
1,992 
4,349 ., 
1,433 sy1~0s 
3,496 ,. 

247 drivct<J 

1H.971 

Recruiting. . · E · n 
The .modest needs of the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force in 191 () 16. 111 .unskt~:~diogy;'~:w 

personnel had been adequately met by collecting the men deq~red 1d ihf lr~T~ c~~~~e~~~ dema£ds for 
recruiting agents to Upp~r Egypt at mtervals. Towar 8 e :fnsi:tent and it was f~und necessary 
l<:gyptian personnel, esp~~tally for Camel Tm~sport ~or~~v~~~·~r Camel Transport Corps, leaving the 
to set up a small recrmtmg staff 111 Upper gypt PC · t' Early in 1917 between calls 
hitherto untapped Delta as a field for Egyptian Labour orps recrm mg. ______ ' __ _ 

• luclude8 6,!06 skilled or semi-skilled Egyptio.os. 
11 



108 
THR AlWANCB OF THE 

for l<:g,vptian lnhour fnr "<'rvire in l?ra~cc, Mcsnpotm:tia, and Salon~ka, anrl the r~J.'iilly growing nr~rb 
of the g.,q,tian Expeditionary Force, 1t became obvwus that proviston for recnut111g r>n an cxt.eu'l' •' 
scale sho~;ld be made. An Inspectomte of Rccmiting (Director(l,te of Labour) waH therefore CHt.ablishr•l 
consistiua of twenty-six officers whose activities extended throughout Egypt from Alexandria to Assouan 
,\strict ~ystcm of medical inspection and examination was enforced and an advance of L.E. 3 made 1 .. 

all recruits accepted to enable them to provide for their dcpcn<lents. 
The appointment of Inspector of Rccruit.ing was fill ed by a senior Inspector of t.hc 1\linistr.'' of llw 

Interior, whose services were placed at the disposal of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force by (.1,,. 
J<]gyptjan Government; this arrangement subsc~uently proved to be of very great aHsistnncc and wa" 
attended with most successful results. 

Recruiting camps for the reception of Egyptians were opened at Sohag, Assiut, and Roda Island. 
Cairo, whence special trains, conveying 2,000 recruits at a time were run to the respectiv~ Base Depots 
on the Suez Canal (Kantara) where the men were disinfected, clot.hed, equipped, and organizrd int.o 
companies or detachments. The Inspectorate of Recmiting also made provision for some 6,000 skilled 
or semi-skilled personnel constantly rcquirc<l in the Egyptian Labour Corps. 

Organization of Labour. 
Apart ~rom the recmitmcnt of Egyr!tian personnel generally, t.hc ~llot.mrnt. of labour to employers 

"''.'"dealt With by aut.honzed dem~nds bemg put forward locally by serviCes and depart.ments t.u Assistant, 
Directors or Deputy Asststant Dnectors of Labour. 

The following table shows the chain of responsibility :-

I 
A.D.L. (Egypt) 

I 
D.A.D.L's. 

I 
Labour Areas 

E.L.C. 

I 
Cornpanic!J 

E.L.C. 

I 
I 

Mil. Labour 
Bureaux. 

I 
Ca~ua.l 

local labour. 

D. oi L. 
(at G.H.Q.) 

I 
I 

A.D.L. (Palestine and Syria) 

I 
D A.D.L'~. 

I 
Labour Areas 

E.L.C. 

I 
CompHnies 

E.L.O. 

I 
I 

llfil. Labour 
Bureaux. 

c.,!,.l 
local labour. 

't.h('Dfhe InspecftoLr obf Recruiting and Inspector, Egyptian Labour Corps, were in direct communieat.ion 
WI 1rector o a our, G.H.Q.) 

The ~ystem outlined ~hove, whilst ensuring decentralized control, did away to a great extent with 
!1~? pra1c,~IC~ ffband necessity f?r employers holding reserves of labour at their own disposal; it enabled /?0 p o t Sa.~~ to be estabhshed at varwus centres of activity and especially at the base ports of A! ex
an r~, .or aJ , ~1ez, and K~ntara, and subs~qnently at Jaffa, Haifa, Beirut, Tripoli, and Alexandretta. 

ery great savmgs, finanCially and otherwise, were eJl'ectcd thereby. 

Egyptian Labour Corps. 
The strength of the corps was as under :-

In Jan ., 191G 
In Aug., 1916 
In Aug., 1917 
In Aug., 1918 
In Nov., 1918 

OffiC'ers. Men, 
39 2,91a 
88 24,R38 

292 55,592 
418 85,54-7 
504 100,00:!* 

In 1916, 10,463 Egyptian Labour Cor . . 
Salomka; whilst in Oct. 1918 7 OOO 1 b ps were ~efJ to France , 8,280 to Mesopotarrna ; 600 to 
h(l,u capitulatcJ. ' ' ' a ourers were e ready for despatch to Salonika before Turkey 

.. Among many Jifficnlt.ies experienced, but succcssfull . . . . 
mclmanly raptd expansion, was the question of findi a Y .O;'~fcome, m dcahng w1th the above extnt
tapped by the spring of 19lG in order to fumish ?n swta. e officers. Egypt had been thorou,.hl\' 
for Intelligence duties The ori"inal d . Arabdic-sffipeaking officers for the various local cor] IS ';.n;l 
<lone 11 • o ' au expenence o cers of the Ea t' L b C . exce ent service in Muclros E•' )t cl 1, h . ,yp .Jan a our orps who had 
curpR, anrl they represente<l on!~' a f~~~ti~~~~~f :h'e:v er~ w~re reqtureJ for seuior appointlnents in the 
---- • P mcre,tse numbers now necessary. C'onBe'lucntly, if 

" lu t_·lud .. 6,106 ~:> kill etl ur ~;erul·bkill··d E""J::".l'. --- -
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Egyptian labour Wll.ll to be properly organized it became essential to draw suitable officers with a know
ledge of discipline from some other source. The problem was solved bv offerinrr temporary commissions 
to selec~ed candidates from the ranks of British units, and ensming them facilities for the acquisition 
of Arab1c w1th extra dut_Y pay on becommg profiCJ~nt. Only thos_e cancl1dates who showed an aptitude 
m th~ ~andh_ng of Egyptians, after a thorough practwal ~est extending _over seYeral weeks, were accepted, 
and 1t IS of mtcrest to state that out of over 800 candidates dealt With 401 have been commissioned. 

Althoul?h Egypt could make no fmther provii'ion in officers, it could still produce large numbers 
of local subJects of European descent, who by theu knowledge of the fellahin and their proficiency in 
lung:uages proved to be most valuable material for foremen. Ad vantage was taken of this fact to enrrarre 
and train large numbers as serjeant-foremen and corporal-foremen. l\Ieanwhile, practical experi~n~e 
in working Egyptian Labour Corps in the field had led to the evolution of the organization best suited 
to its many and varied activities. 

The smallest unit in the corps is the gang. It consists of fifty men, viz. a reis and forty-nine 
labourers. 'fhe reis, usually, is personally known to all the men in his gang, and frequently all come 
from the same village or markaz. Thus in a company of 600 labourers there are twelve gangs, and in 
a double company of 1,200 labourers, twenty-four gangs. To such companies skilled personnel were 
fre<1uently attached. The proportion of officers handling labour is one officer to each section of 200 men. 

Tl.te organization of the Egyptian Labour Corps was as follows on Sept. 19, 1918 :-
Headquarters (Inspector, E.L.C.) ... Ludd 
Base Dep6t, E.L.C. Kuot:ua 
Advanced Dep&t, E.L.C. Ludd 
Double companies 24 
Single companies 75 

"Labour areas " for purposes of administration, and consisting of the requisite number of com
panies, were formed as circumstances demanded. 

It is not possible in a short survey to enter into partic~lars as regards the detai~ed employme':'t of 
lOO 000 men· therefore it must suffice to enumerate t he mam classes of work on whwh these consider· 
al.!~ numb~r~ were engaged:-

(a} Railway construction and maintenance (broad and narrow gauge}, and bri~ge building. 
(b) Roadmaking and metalling; constructing and laying "wire roads"; clearmg tracks. 
(c) Laying pipe-lines. . 
(d) Construction of buildings and reservoirs ; carpentry and general Royal Engmeer work. 
(e) Quarrying stone. 
(/) Well-boring. 
(y) Formation of supply depots and general Arm_v Service Corps lauonr. 
(h) Stretcher bearing and conservancy; drainage of malarial areas. 
(i) Ammunition depots and general Ordnance labour. . . . 
(j) Loading and discharging ships ; steveqoring, including workmg wmche~ anrl de1·nd;d, 
(k} Boatmen-manning surf boats landing store~ along the coasts of Palestme and Syn ••· 
(I) Labour for Royal Air Force, f,Jr "Signals," and for salvage. 

To all members of the force the Egyptian Labour Corps were well-known in small detachments: 
it was given to few to observe them at work where large numbers were eml:'loyed; b~1t those who hu:~h 
seen man thousands of E"yptian Labour Corps labourers on task work, e1ther dnnng a cuttmg WJ 

pick anil ~asse through Pah.stine clay, or in their thousands ?arrymg baskets of;ar;th t~t 1';~~ ~p son~~ 
railway embankment, will long remember such exa;'llples. of mtenRive dlabot;r: t f _ess ·8y1~~;~;u~~a~he 

t 1 t1 I' f laden boats leavinrr the storeslups off the coast an ma .mg 1e1r wa . o. 
~~,.7~0\1lte ;~e;~~. ~he~e to be hauled high up by teams of ch~erful Egyptians working to whistle s1gn•l 
l!Jtdl·r their own officerR. . t • 

1 
· •• • 

Nor must. t],eir <'<.JUally important wo1·k at the bas~ pot\"f Alg'andn~c:~~·\;~;.~1;,]~:::~.~,~~~,\~~~;:,:~~ 
Lt• fot'rulteu. 'I' rained steveJore gangs lllH.leL' Egy:J?tia~l . Ja. o~n OJ p~ o 1 '' tl· the l~~~lds as ra]Jidh 

0 
· • • t e ·s work the1r dv~('har"lll" geat nnt e1 P · . t•• bourd lJH'olnJng ocean-gomg s ~am t' , .: J. 0 , , . '·e ·s ·lv to. load outuoing vel'i~rl~ 

"" had hitherto ueen d?ne by skil led c?ntl:a.rt1orf 8 pe"on;.e ~ ~~ ~~;'s,~~i~n· coast or in :falonika. 
with supplies ammumt10n, and stores 1eqmrer or opera IOn • • . 

. ' · · { h E" f· 1 Labour Corps, that certam co1upnme3, 
It stands to the l_astmg credit of the o_fficers o : ed soJc!f,':\i<>h standard in connection with work 

111uler selecle_d Egyphan J::abour Cot Ph8 officer"·. r_ea~~\ th v wer; able tu uuke "atisfadory pru~•·e".; 
1111 road8 , rallwa.ys, p1pe-hne, an~ ot er serv1ee~. 1a e .. 
11itlwnt cuustuut expert "upervltitull. 
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Among the skilled trades represented by over 6,000 Egyptians in the Egyptian J,abour Corp11, the 

followiurr are examples :- . 1 t . 
B k tr nder .. blacksmiths. carpenters; fitters; hammermcn; masons, P.as erers? quarry-

' en. :~d~l::. ste~~dores; stoker~; tentmenders; tinsmiths; well-borers; wheelwn~hts.; w~nchmen. 
n T' h · ' nvinrr nlaps (inset on PLATES 44 and 52) show in a general way the d1stnbutwn of the 

e accompa r b • · · · h th d · f th f · E• tian Labour Corps throughout Palestine and Syria m connectiOn w1t_ e a vane~ o e. OICe, 
b~[ft should be borne in mind that eqlHtlly large numbers were employed m Egypt partiCularly m the 
t;uez Canal Zone and at Alexandria. 

Military Labour Bureaux. 
In order to effect economy and utilize all loeal sources of casual labour, Military Labour Bureaux 

hnd been succesRfully establiRhed at Alexandria and Port Said in 1~16 . . 
Coneurrently with the advance from Gaza-Beersheba m 1917, 1mmed1ate steps wer~ takenby the 

Directorate of Labour to collect and organize the labour resources of the newly occupied territory m 
confonnit.v to the military requirements. 

The first Military Labour· Bmeau in Palestine was opened at Jaffa shortly after tlie town wa" 
occupied. Labour requirements to clear the streets, repan r?~ds, and prepare the qua.f for the arnval 
of shipping were immediate and any labour that could be ut1hzed at once w~s of espe?1al value. . 

l'ertain notables, sheikhs, and muktars were c::tlled together, the SituatiOn explamed and not1re• 
is•ued calling !or volunteers. . . 

J'he chief difficulty at the onset was the natural tendency of the populatwn to bold aloof unt!l t-hey 
understood the new regime and government, and this was augmented by the necessity o{ their bec?n;>i~g 
accustomed to receive wages in a new currency. In fact, at every Labour Bureau opened, the Jmt1al 
work was largely concerned in creating confidence in the local inhabitants with totally new conditions 
and in every case such confidenee was uniformly and quickly established. 

Payment initially was made in coin to each separa.te labourer at t,he finish of each day 's work. As 
soon as confidence was assmed and the number of employees consequently increased, a weekly system 
of payment-partly in paper and partly in coin-was instituted. Each labourer had a nun,bered green 
armlet and a pay-slip which was marked up and checked at least twice a day. 

It soon became necessarv to open a Bureau at Jerusalem, and very shortly some 10,000 local labourers 
were engaged on work extending from Hebron to Jprusalem and Jerusalem to Jaffa, eontrolled and 
organized by two bureaux. 

These large numbers had absorbed most of the available able-bodied men and both women and 
!Joys were then allowed to volunteer for certain classes of work on which they could be suitably 
employed. · 

Where food was scarce millet was issued in part payment to individual labourers, at their option. 
The M1htary Labom Bureaux ensured that regular work was provided in Palestine for thousands 

of people who m many cases would otherwise have been destitute. 
The currency question was thus very materially helped, both by the circulation of large sums in the 

new eomage as wages and because every case of trafficking or depreciating the official paper currenry 
\\as nnmeclmtely taken ap by the Labour Bureau .. '< offieer_s whenever one of the employees reported that 
he could not obtam full value for h1s wages when pa1d m notes. 

In add1twn to the labourer•, some 1,500 .skilled men were registered and engaged on casual employ
ment by these bureaux, boatmen from Jaffa and stone dressers from Jerusalem bein" particularlv 
sucre~sful and freely volunteering for work in any locality required. " · 

Smnlar steps were taken for opeumg labour bureaux currently with the advance of 1918. Within 
seven days of the commencement of operations, labour Bureaux were opened at Tul Keram at Haifa 
and shortly afterwards at Beirut. ' ' 

All Bureaux were organized on the same lines as proved successful at Jaffa and Jeru,alem and the 
rates of pay of casual labum were standardized throughout Palestine and Syria. ' 
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THE NAV~ AND ARMY CANTEEN BOARD. 

. U~der the title of the Army Can~een Commiltee, an organization was established by the War Office 
m Apr1l, 1916, to control the operatwns of Army Canteens managed by Contractors. In Dec. 1916 
th~ actual conduct of canteens was vested in this Committee. Its functions were subsequently e~largecl 
to mclude the opera!!Oil of Naval Canteens ashore and ou board His Majesty's Ships, and the name was 
changed to the Navy and Army Canteen Board. 
, In June, 191_7, a Commission nnder Major-General Sir G. C. Kitson, appointed by the Quartern1aRter· 

(,eneral, arnved Ill Egypt and at once proceeded to take over the canteens previously managed by rivilian 
<·ont.ractors west of the tluez C'anal and in the Sudan. 

fn Sept., 1917, the Board took over the control of the forty-one canteens on the C'anal and to the 
euRt of it, formerly providecl l>y the Expeditionary Force Canteens (a temporary organization). 

Then came the advance o[ Oct., 1917, and it was during this difficult. period that the Board's activitieR, 
"' far as the a~ var~ced seetwns were concern~d, commenced. At that time the canteen organization was 
not prov1ded w1th 1ts own transport,, ami was msuffic1ent ly staffed, hut, nevertheless, by the time the troops 
uad settled down north of the Jaffa-Jernsalem line canteen facilities were available at Jaffa, Ludd, Hir 
~alem, Latron, and Jerusalem. During the spring of 1918 these facilities were extended hy the provision 
uf canteens at Sheikh Muannis, Sarona,Bir ez Ziet, Mulebbis, Wilhelma, Hot Corner, in the Wady Ballut. 
Khnrbetha ibn Ihrith, Aiu ~inia, Ramallah, Jericho, and on the Auja. 

'fhe summer of 1\Jltl "as a time of preparation, during' which upwards of sixty motor vehicles arri1•ed, 
and at the moment of the ad ,·a nee in September arrangements were complete by which it was hopeu 
that the advancing infantry would never be out of touch with an Army Canteen. In pursuaJJce of this 
uhjef't army canteens were opened at Tul Keram on Sept. 25, Nablns on Sept. 28, Haifa on Oct. 2, Beirut 
011 Oct. 19, 'l'ripolis on Ocl. 23, Aleppo on Nov. 6, and at Damascus. The previously existing canteens 
at Ras el A in, J iljulieh, and Messudieh supplied the wants of those divisions that were withdrawn. One 
division was accompanied during its advance to Tiberias by a mobile canteen comprising five lorries. 

It is of interest to study a few points in connection with the administration of the Navy and Al-wy 
f'a11teen Boarcl in the area of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force. 

'l'he unit forms a section of the Royal Army Service Corps and has an establishment of twenty-seven 
officers and 372 other ranks, with 135 personnel attached. It employs upwards of 800 European and 
Egyptian civilians. 

It is charged with the supply and conduct of all Army canteens, now ninety-eight in number. In 
addition it operates four mineral water factories, the Jerusalem Hotel, the Summer Camp Hotel at 
Alexandria, and the Winter Camp Hotel, Cairo. 

It has, or has bad, bakeries at Cairo, Alexandria, Jerusalem, Jaffa, and Beirut, and it maintains 
refreshment tents or rooms for officers and men at railhead and intermediate stations on the Palestine 
Military Railway. . 

In Egypt, where Egyptian personnel is available, each Canteen cons1sts, ~sat home, of a coffee bar, 
a grocery bar, and a beer bar, and in addition, in some cases, of a recrea.twn room and a wh.olesale 
grocery bar. Owing to the shortage of l?ersonnel1t was n?t found poss1bl~ m the advanced sectwns t~ 
ptovide more than wholesale and retail grocerv bars w1th, where p~ss1ble, refreshment rooms fot 
officers and men. During the summer of 1918, however, a nm;nber of kwsks c~ntammg soda founta1n• 
where such articles as cigarettes, sweets, and cakes, were available, were prov1ded as near to the hne 
as possible. Among such kiosks were those opened at She1kh Muanm•, Hot Corner, Bir cz Ze1t, and 

Ain Sinia. f d f f 
In the Egyptian Expeditionarr Force the canteen sales amount to a yearly .total o n~war so. ~ur 

and a half million sterling, and the approximate value of the canteen stores m Egypt IS one nul.hon 
pounds. Regimental and other funds are largely maintained by means of a rebate or discount of e1ght 
per cent on all cash sales to soldiers, and the C~ristmas issue of hal~ a p~und of plum puddmg per man: 
in addition to many other amemt1es, was provHled by the Army Counc1l out of an addJ!Junal twu 1"'1 

cent w hi eh is paid by the Board to it, 



112 THE ADVANCE OF THE 

THE ROYAL AIR FORCE. 

In July, 1917, the Royal Air Force on this_front consisted only of two squadrons, ofwhieh one was 
Australian. The Australian Squadron was ch1efly employed m long d1stanee reconnamtiance, oomb
d• oyping and photography; while the other carri~d out the tactwal work and art1tlery co-operatwn. 
TL,, machines with which these squadrons were eqmpped were of an old type and much mferwr to those 
used by the enemy. As a result, little could he achieved towards acquiring the superiority in the air. 

Shortlr before the attack on the Gaza-Beersheba front, a second artillery squadron arrived, thus 
enahlin" the nucleus of a fighting sqnadron to be formed. The machines of the latter indntled one 
fti~ht of nristol fighters, which were held in reserve until a few days prior to the attack. One memuntole 
morning four Bristols left the gronnd in response to a hostile aircraft alarm ; ther met and engaged an 
enemy formation, and, for the first time on this front, shot down an enemy machine in onr lines. The 
Uerman pilot who was captured stated that he bad been taken completely by surprise, never having 
doubted that his own machine was superior to anything that we bad. 

From that day ommrd the tables were turned in our favour, and during the next few weeks other 
German machines shared the fate of the first. In all ninety-three enemy machines were brought down, 
fifty-nine of them behind the enemy's lines, eleven in our own lines, and twenty-eight out of control. 
Our long distance reconnaissance machines, which on previous occasions bad been attacked on sight hy 
the enemy, were now carefully avoided by him. 

On Sept. 29, 1917, the Commander of the Sinai Front informed the Yilderim Group Command that, 
"The mastery of the air has nnfortnnately for some weeks completely passed over to the British." He 
adds that, "Our aviators estimate the number of British aircraft at from thirty to forty." Thouo-b 
the enemy considered our Bristol fighter as far superior to their own machine, and were fond of attril.mti~" 
their want of success to the "machine," the following remark indicates that there were also othe~ 
factors:-

. "The 8hoof.ing down of a second fighting plane. which again was fighting alone, points to the necessity of an experienced 
0.0., A1rcraft .. " (\'on Papen, 16/10/17.) 

During the Gaza oper~tions, forma_tions o~ slow aeroplanes escorted by one or two Bristols, bombed 
and fired ~pon the retreatmgenemy \ntbout mterference on the part o£ the German Flying Corps. 

. Late m November the BrlStol fig?ters were reinforced by S.E.5 scouts, a faster machine than any on 
th1s front ; and th1s type, mth the Bnstol fighters, gained for us the complete superiority in the air which 
we helcl tmtil the end. ' 

By the tun? our troops bad taken up the Jerusalem-Jaffa line, the position of the Royal Air Force 
a~ regards u;acbmes a_nd personnel rendered possible a continuous policy of offensive action acrainst enemv 
a,u·craft, W~!Ch were m all cases, without exception, attacked whenever met and in wbate~er numbers. 
'I he followmg extracts from captured enemy documents show the cumulative effect o£ this policy on the 
moral of the German Air Forces :-

. ::!.:J,'8.18-3lfS/IK. 

"lj~;l~~;~g~~~:uenet> of lively hostile dying activity, no ret·mmais~ances could Le c1ntietl out." 

"No flights over enemy country." 
"8f9fl8-14(9f18. 

"No flights ovel' en~?"mv uountlv." 

This was confirmed i~ the w~ekly reports from en~my Air Force HeadqnarterR, as folluw 8 .·
.• 25/8/18-3If8/IS. 

"The loss of two more maehines of 301 t A.bt '1 1 
VIHth Army. s * eJ ung compul eJ the suspension of all rt'l'tmnaissunce lu frunt uf 

"A~ att~mpt will be made to continue flight::~ on the remainder of tht· front occasi,mallv." 

Thus 1t Will he seen that the enemv was nnnl] t ht · · f · • 
at a period whe th· f . I . . ) e o o am any Ill .ormahon IrOln at·rialr,~conn:.tissalH'e 

. . n . Js was o v1ta 1mportance. 
Thm lS even Jnore j·emarkable wh •t . r d I 

1918 t.]w enemy A .. F . • e:' I IS rea lZe t wt at the runtmell<-elllent uf the a,h auce in ""J1l 
' . I! orce was m considerable stren•<tlt and e u· [ ·11 t 1 ' ., 

whi.-J,. if ]'l"operh• handle<l \1 ere u-reatl . ,: .. o ·f y 'l'J>e< Wl l up· u Late type" c,f lnad,iue;, 
0 tl . . ' o .Y supenuJ Ul pet ormance tu our :.utdiPn· JlJ·tchint>s 

n · 1e mght of ~ept. 18- 19 a Handle· Paa · · . . . 
c<..mntry tllul a_t.tal"kt-'d Afuleh St~tion and l~r }~' carry'll'1~ uver L~H-a tul.l vf LtHLlb~ Hrw un·r encm\ 
the way from En.,land started th ff . ufc IOme. I"" madnne, \1 hwh had ]'C<·\ iuuslr Hu\\U :dl 

At ·'a,vn tl b t' . eo emn,·e as ~u as t,he .H.oval.-\ir .l!'urt't' is <'OllVt"rtJi~d . 
u HI. ncx Jnornmg, that is " z , da f . . . 

squadron, detailed solely for bomhin 'h 1 . y, a per ect orgy o£ bomhmg took place. X S]'<-• ial 
syuadron attacked all teiephone and t gi ac trnv~d a few weeks before opemtioHs C<>lllllwm·ed. 'flu., 
bombed the smaller exchanges ]·ust b he_ebdartahp l exc anges far behind tho; line: \1 hi],. tlw t'orl" squwlruus 
t I I · · e m e trenches w1th the · it t I t · · 
Pep wne (Jt' tt~h:Jtraplt W:l~ t.'Ull\lJI~:tely Llerang~d. ' Jesu , , Hl. t'Ht'lh) CUUJillHUll'atwu by 
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'l'n ~'ll"IH<' ihal. l.hr <'IWI1l\' shoul<l not be. aware of the massing of our cavalry just he[ore thr aLt•rk 
nnd 1h•'ll' su~>Krqw·nt mnn·mrnts after ilic mfantry bad ~roken through, it was necessary to prevrnt 
•·nrmy maeluncs fr~m lc<>vm;: the gr?uncl. With this ~b]ective, two scouts at a time patrolled over 
.lrnm nerodi'OI~lr. J•,al'h marhmc earned four bombs, winch were dropped on any sign of activity on tlw 
H<'rmlrome. hach pair was relieved while still patrollmg over the aerodrome and on relief came down 
:11ul fired machine guns into the hangars, with the result that enemy aircraft were prevented from taking 
an.'· part. m the battle. 

During the inf<>ntry attack, three artillery machines continually patrolled the front of the XXIst 
Corps and, co-opcrat.ing with the artillery, located and engaged thirty-two active batteries. 

On tlept. 20 and 21, every available machine was used for bombing the retreating enemy. Of 
tlwsr, the column retreating on the Nablus- Kh. Ferweh road on the 21st sustained the greatest lossPs. 
Early 01_1 the mornin~ of the .21st a column of enemy tr~:>Ops and tran~port was reported by a strategical 
reconnaissance machme movmg along the Nablus-Wadi Farah road, JUSt south of Kb. Ferweh. I t was 
o[ t-he ut.moRt importance that this movement should be stopped, as, although the cavalry had blocked 
t.he enemy ret.reat by way of Beisan, the road to the bridge over the Jordan, at Jisr ed Damieb. could not 
possibly he dosed by our troops for some hours; nor could the crossings over the Jordan between that 
place and Bcisan be guarded in tinie. All available machines were at once mobilized for this attack, 
and departures were so timed that two machines should arrive over the objective every three minutes; 
and that an additional formation of six machines should come into action every half hour. These attacks 
were maintained from 0800 till noon, by which tinle our troops were in touch with the column. The road 
was completely blocked and was strewn with a mass of debris of wrecked wagons, g1ms and motor lorries, 
totalling in all eighty-seven g1ms, fifty-five motor lorries, four motor cars, and 932 wagons. 

Very few flights took place in the air during operations, for the sinlple reason that practically no 
enemy machines were met with; but, just prior to the capture of Aleppo, an interesting combat occurred. 
Two Bristol fighters belonging to the Australian Flying Corps met an enemy aeroplane ani! after a running 
fight drove him down, forcing hinl to land behind his own lines. The occupants left the stricken machine, 
seeing which, the Bristol landed beside it and, while our observer held up the two German airmen, the 
pilot set fire to the hostile machine. Owing to the soft nature of the ground, he was prevented from 
bringing back the two Gemians as prisoners, who. were rel;ased an~ le~t where they were. . 

A comparison of the strength of the Royal Air Force m Palestme m July, 1917, and Sept., 1918, I< 
interesting. On t,he former date it consisted of one Wing, with two Squadrons, and a Balloon Company ; 
whilst in Sept., 1918, it consisted of a Brigade, with two Wings, seven Squadrons, and a Balloon Company, 



EXPLANATORY NOTE 
TO THE 

MAPS ILLUSTRATING OPERATIONS. 

Thr movements of troops during any fixed period are frequently so complex l.hat. it iR no(. pnsKii>IA 
10 illustrate such moves in detail on maps of a scale which is, of necessity, sm>tll in onler to include the 

wide area of cotmtt·y over which the troops were disposed. 
l'onsequently, the following maps, with a few exceptions, show the dispositions of our forces and those 

of the enemy as they were known at General Headquarters at certain fixed times, and are based on the 
, ituatinn maps which were issued nightly during the major operations. Considerable information has 
been added, such as the location of heavy artillery and aerodromes, and alterations made where later 
information p>oved the original maps to be incorrect. 

In order to avoid overcrowding the maps, the words "division" and "brigade" have been omitted 
except where brigades have been actit1g separately from their divisions ; and in all cases the positions 
are approximate only. Thus, in the case of the heavy artillery, it has frequently been impossible to show 
each battery, or even the Royal Garrison Artillery brigade, in the actual position occupied, and the 
conventional sign has been placed close to the headquarters of the formation with or under which it 
\ras operating. 

Regiments and battalions are only shown when acting apart from their higher command, and then 
on ly when space permits. 

It should be realised that the Turkish regiment (i.e. three battalions) is a similar formation to 
our brigade, and is the enemy's principal fighting formation. This fact, and the number of odd units 
on the front, especially east of the Jordan, tends to make the Turkish troops appear on the maps in 
an undue prepOildera.nce. 

Throughout, t.he activities of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force are shown in red, and those of (,he 
enemy m green. 

For details of the moves of any particular unit reference should be made to the ''Brief Record 
of Service" of the formation concerned. 

. Owing to the abnormal weather conditions in Cairo during the period in which the maps were 
prmted, the uneq.ual e~pansion and contraction of the paper caused unusual difficulty in obtaining 
corr~ct colour regtstratwn, and the paper shortage in Egypt and the limited time in which delivery was 
reqmred, made reprinting impossible. 

LINES OF COMMUNICATION, 1917. 

British. 
In .Tune 1917 th "P I t' L' ' . ' ~ a e~ me mes of Communication" comprised the bases Port Saiil and 

~~n~ra, and a ds,~gle I m~ of raihvay track from Kantara to Dcir el Belah, the railhead sl.atiou which 
a een opene m Apnl, 1917. (See PLATE 2.) 

Great stress was thrown upon all d t t b h · 
engineer workshop th t t' r"par men s y t e erectwn of efficient railway, ordnance, and 
of metalled roads t~ de c~ns ruct ~~n: wha~ves along the Canal bank, the laying out of thirt.y miles 
, . ' e eve opmen ° t e term m us of the military railway, and the transfer of all the more 
:In fm•fl Flat~ 1. 
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im ortant base depMs from Egypt to Kantara ; all perfor~ed against time, in order that the army in 
fro~t might derive full benefit from these works when active operatwns should be O].Jened. . 

In the most difficult and most important work .of all, that IS ,to say, m tr~nsfornnng Ka~tara mto 
a ort at which manv orean-going steamers can discharge, the t\uez Canal C01;rpany gave Its fullest 
an~ most effective oupport. Essentia l as these works were for the army m the iteld, the Canal was not 
constructed with a view to such ueYelopments, and the harbour works nught well have been ~egarded 
bv the Companv as of doubtful value. NeYertheless, the Company entered sympathetically mto the 
p;·ogranune. and, not content with giving its formal consent to the proposed works, techmcal advwe 
and a~sistanre were freely placed at the disposal of the army. . . . 

_ "lrile the work was aoin" forward at the main base of thr lmes of communwatwn durmg the summer 
of 1917, developments "~ere ~!so taking place further east. El .Arioh was made into a hospital centre 
in order to ease the tranoferenre of 'ic:.C an<l wounded from railhead to the base hospitals; adl"anced 
depots of supplies, stores, and amnnmit,ion were estab~JShed at Rafa, Khan Ynn.is, ~nd at Deir el Belah: 
while the work of doubhna the rmlwav track acrogg !'mal was pushed forward rapidly, the double track 
to El Arish being opened f';,r traffic b,v-mid-November. Two months previously the lines of communica
tion had been extended to include the new railhead at Shellal on the Rafa,':<hellal branch. 

The operations which began in October resulted in the extension of the lines of commlmication , 
first to Beersheba to the east and to Mejdel to the north. This was quickly followed by the inclusion 
of Ramleh (Dec. 2-i), Jafl'a (Jan. 30) and Jerusalem (Feb. 4). In the meantime the defence and admini
otration of the lines of communication were placed under one commander. 

During this period and until the arrival of railhead in the neighbourhood of R amleh, there were 
many periods of anxiety and difficulty owing to the weather conditions. 

The movement of supplies, reinforcements, and remounts was seriously interrupted both by rail 
and road, as owing to the heavy floods during November and December, the railway track was repeatedly 
breached in the low-lying coastal plain, and this made the movement of all forms of transport impossible 
for days together. No metalled road existed across this plain between the Wadi Ghuzze and Julis. a 
distance of over twenty miles, and parties of reinforcements marching from the ever-advancing railhead 
to the front line fonnd themselves isolated in a waste of mud and water, unable to move forward or 
back, and suffered considerable hardships before arriving in the front line. It was due to the persistent 
efforts of the railwa~' construction parties and of engineers, who dicl what could be done with the " roads," 
such as they were, that the lines of communication were kept open under the difficult conditions which 
prevailed. 

Turkish. 

The Tmkish lines of communication, which extended from Bozant.i to Beersheba (see PLATE 2), were 
under the S):nan Wcste1:n. Arabia Command, and the G.O.C. (Ahmed J emal Pasha) did not work har
momouslv w1th the Y ddmm Army group as he was jealous because his command had been taken over 
by a fore1gner. 
. The task of keeping up supplies, even under the best of conditions, was not an easy one, for at thi s 

tune the Amanus and Taurus tnnneb were mcomplete, and all supplies from we~t of Bozanti had to be 
1mloaded,. and either re-loaded mto narrow-gauge trucks, which were drawn by engines driven by com
pressed arr, or transported b'· motor lorry or pack annuals to the east end of the tunnels. The same 
lr~cedure was adopted over the Amanus range, thus entailing four separate transhipments of all supplies 
- urther transhiJ~ment took place at Ray~k owing to the change from the normal guage line to th~ 
metre gauge of tJie HeJaz and Palestme railways. (See PLATE 2.) 
a Thus. the oul)~ means. of con;munication f or the Turkish force in Palestine with their main base 
~ Hfifa~ Pash~ (Constantmople Rtatwn m Asm), was by a single line of rail about 1,275 miles in lenath 7 ~~~ ''k m," d1tlfon to carry all ordnance stores for the force in Mesopotamia, as far as Muslimie ':;,nd 
or e e]~h, as ar as Deraa. (See PLATJ~ 2 .) ' 

d'd T~etrol1mtg stoc\ was neither good nor numerous, and the wood fuel which was used in place of coal 

s~ t:t t~t~ wo~:~~~~lc~~~~;tee sce~;~~d ~~I;~!~:sc:n~~~~:~:~~! ~ot~:~~ ~~~n~r:toppNewnd beertowuseesnhosttatlions 
were cons ructed for the f 1 · · h . . ~ · · r mes 
release rolling stock, reiJf~:~~~~e~ts '~~~gq~~!u:lye reqm~!t~ ';ood fRrom tkhe timbered areas. In o~der to 
of about 2il0 miles. . marc e rom aya to the front hue," a distance 

In addition to the above diffi · lt' th · ffi · · · 
made the supplv and equipment.'~~ ~~'· Y'~ane menc.y of Turlnsh offic,als and their amenity to bribery' 

" e 1 nun armies no easy problem, 

1U fuc1' 1 late 2. 
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October 28. 
· h tta k on Beersheba had been proceeding for a week past, and troops 

The concentratwn for t ~ a ' c t ation areas On Oct 27 the line of observation (the Rashirl 
we~eE~lraBdn!~Y ~~o~~;g7~~-~:i~t c~~~e~iige), was heid by the .8th MOtmted Brigade, and at dawn the 
Bek- 1 u.,.,hard 0 d t . · d attack on Points 630 and 720 and eventually succeeded m occupymg 
cnemv mmc e a e enmne ' · · 'a · f th 1 t C ty of London 
h · t of both hills despite the very gallant and determme resistance o e s . oun \t ~~~s s Yeomanry' The rrarrison on Point 720 were, save for three men, all lolled or wouml~d, 
~~~ th:s;~n Point 630. held 0;; in a support trench close behind the crest, in spite of heavy cas:uaitles 
and though ahnost surrounded. It was ~vhedntually relieved by 158th Bngade, and the whole !me re-

occupied in the evening, on the enemy Wlt . rawmg. r • d l d 
Much work on the ever-pressing questwn of water supply was necessary, "ells hemg eve ope 

and water stored at Esani, Asluj, Kbalasa for the cavalry, and at Abu Ghalynn and Maah;ga for the 

infantry. · · · h 92 h B · d (74th D' · · ) 
On Oct. 28, the outpost line ":as held by the 53rd DIVISI?n, plus t e ~ 9t /I.ga e IVI~IOn , 

covering the construction of the railway to Karm. The remamder of the XXth Corps was concentratmg 
about Tel el Fara, while Desert Mounted Corps was moVlllg to Its concentratiOn area about Khalasa 

and Asluj. . . . . 
It is not uninteresting to review the enemy situatwn at ~h1s penod :- .. 
The German Staff in Sinai had, so far back as August, demded that the Bntlsh would make. another 

effort to break through on that front, and with such forces that, unless the Turks were heavily remforced, 
the result could only he in favour of the British. That the weaknesses of theu _POSitiOn were 1ts ext~nt 
and the exposed left flank at Beersheba, was fully reahzed by the Command m the field, and durmg 
Aurrust and September repeated requests were made to the Higher Command for a shortenmg of the lme 
by ~ithdrawing from Beersheba, or generous reinforcements so that Beersheba could be held a l'outrance. 

The soundness of these demands was fully reaJi,ed by the German advisers of the Turks, but there 
existed a policy which was a veritable millstone to those who wished to conduct the operations in accor
dance with clear strategic principles. This policy was directed towards the recovery of Baghdad. 
Baghdad, a former capital oi the Khalifs, and therefore important to the pan-Islamic party, "·as ever 
before the Young Turk, soldier, and politician, and the plan had received the backing of Berlin. A 
composite German force had been fonned and one of the first of German soldiers, Marshal Erich von 
Falkenhayn, lent for the cauying through of this undertaking. If Baghdad was to be retaken, every 
man and gun must be sent to Irak and every man sent to Sinai decreased the chance of success. But 
to this was the unanswerable argument of those who asked that reinforcements should he sent to Sinai : 
" If the Sinai front is broken, Palestine and Syria will fall into the enemy's hands, and not only will 
Baghdad not he retaken, but the armies in Irak will be caught like a rat in a trap, with the British across 
their lines of communication at Aleppo." It was not until mid-Octoher that this argwnent prevailed 
and then it was too late. Troops being diverted from Mesopotamia were still on the lines of communication 
and the aircraft were still being unpacked and put together on their aerodromes, when the British troops 
attacked and captured Beersheba on Oct. 31, 1917 . 

. The German. Command had, however, estimated the date of the British attack with fair accuracy, 
whiCh they c~ns1dered :vould take ;place, owing t~ weather conditions, early in November. But they 
were totally mcorrect m thmr estnnate of Its direction. 

Various circumstances made them believe that it would consist of a third and final assault on Gaza 
combined with a landing to the north , which would turn their right flank and enable the British to occupy 
the fertile coastal plam. To meet this prin1arily, all defensive work was concentrated for many weeks 
on ~he Gaza sector, and their mam reserves-the 7th and 19th Infantry Divisions-were concentrated 
hehmd Gaza. 

Von Falkenhayu proposed, by a concentration of forc~s, to deliver an attack on the British right 
flank, and S? dnve back General Allenby out of Palestme mto the waterless and difficult country east 
of the Wadi el Ansh. In additiOn to Its strategical effect, this would have had the political result of 
clearmf\ that portwn of the Turkish Empire from the invader. 
a This attack was originally. timed. for the latter half of October, to precede and forestall the British 
;lta~k.th o,~mlg, however, to ;ndemswn, general proerastination, poor transport facilities, a.nd, above 

af 's 0 \J~a ~usy and opposition of Ahmed Jemal Pasha, G.O.C. of the Fourth Army and Governor 
0 yna, I a to be postponed, and was eventually timed for early December. 

By Oct. 28 the orgamz.at.Ion of the Turkish forces under the Yildirim Army Grou into the seventh 
~~~h~t~n~rln~c:dwas ue~r\ng ~ompletwn .. The headquarters of General Kress von Kr~ssensteiu (G.O.C., 
railwa b y . move . lac from HuJ to Hulelkat so that the former, now connected to the main 

:~~~;jo ;:~:I!~~~;~~~k~~I~~~:i:~:~:~s ~o~l r~J~:~na~~a~::~ ~:::~l:~h~J?ti~·~ ·~;~:e~~~r~~I:l ~;o:;: 
Tb f· t h db . on a ,en ayn was at Aieppo en route for Jerusalem. 

a Gen11~uJ~~nd "2uthe(;=~~~~~~~ed ;{y)th~~~ f:~sh,,~~~is~.n~-:-the 19th (Sedad Bey), 2-Hh (Wilmer Bey, 
lines of comHmnication, south of Aleppo: e ~ !VISIOn was ruovmg towards the front on tL~ 

1iJfu.ct1 Pl11t.: 3. 
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OoTOllER 28TH-coni?"nued. 

· twork of trenches wire entanglements, and strongly fortified posts, con-
Th G~za sector ~as t ne t and cross fir~ which extended to the south-east until the defences 

wniently ~~ted for rut~ u~ sut£~rGemtan Staff "PJJears to have oecn very well satisfied as to the security 
of Bheerlshe a wertefrreoanctaella.tta+ and an)' second:line svstem of defence had been almost totally neglected. 
of t e me aaams ' ' . · · · 1 · t tl b · j· t · f t' ·d "· t the east was considered 1mposs1b e ow1ng o JC ro \_en na .ure o JJC 
~ "' e turnm~ movcmen . on . . . h f G h d I . , 
~ountrv and 1:Ck of water. Although the possihilitv of a landmg on t~e coast nort o aza a a" a! s 
h en considered the following telegram, despatched on Oct. 24 to the 1 1ldll'lm Army Group H~adquartcrs 
b;. Major von Papen (of espionage notoriety in tb~ U.S.A.), LlaJson officer between the arm!Cs and the 
aroup. is indicative of the accepted v1ews on t!us pomt .~ 
b ,, Reconnaissance undertaken to-day a.long the coa!ltu.l secto1'_ .<>.how.s tha.t su ffi c.ient positi_ons for local defe.nce 

in existence near Askalon and Wadi Hesy. Disembarkation, wluch Jlllght. be tactwally poss! bl.c, could not, hor~ tl1e 
na.ture of the country. take place north of Wadi Hesy. Employment of naval guns a11d a few machme guns seems destrable 

for local defence." 

October 29. 

On Oct. 29 tbe procrss of concentration continued. The Desert Mounted Corps continued its move 
towards Kbalasa and Asluj. In the XXth Corps area, the 53rd Division continued to cover the front 
and left flank of the concentration, and the enemy made no further attempt to interfere with or to recon
noitre the movement. The 60th Division moved up from Tel el Fara to Bir el Esani, the advanced brigade 
moving to a point south of Maalaga. One brigade of the 74th Division moved forward to link up the 
60th and 53rd Divisions, while the lOth Division commenced to move from Rafa to Tel el Fara. 

The enemy were still unaware of the real British intentions :~ 
"An outflanking attack on Beersheba, with about one infantry and one cavalry division is indicated, but the main 

attack, as before, must be expected on the Gaza front." 

So ·ran the enemy appreciation, based on reports of our tactical deployment for the offensive as 
received from their air service. 

The standing camps left in the whole area around Deir el Belah, and inhabited by only a few details, 
al•o misled the enemy, who, about this period, estimated that there were "six infantry Divisions in the 
Gaza sector, deeply echeloned." 

To fare Plate 4. 
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October 30-31. 

On the ni~ht of Oct. 30-31, the XXth Corps moved forward to P''"itinns of dcplo,·ment, and by dawn 
"'"' in positio~ ready for the attack. At the same time, th; Desert Mounted Corps .(less the Y comamv 
~lounted Division) moved from its concentrabon arett about I~httlasa and AsluJ to positions a.bout Khashun 
Zanna readv to attack Beersheba from the east , in co-opemtwn With the XXth Corps. The moves to 
the final positions were aided by the bright moon, which rose shortly after sunset. 

The plan of attack was for the 60th and 74th Divisions to seize the enemy works between the Khalasa 
road and the Wadi Saba, while the defences north of the wad1 were masked by the I m penal Camel Corps 
Brigade and two battalions of the 53rd Division. The Anzac Mounted Division, Australian Mounted 
Di;ision, and 7th 1\lounted Brigade were to attack the defences of the town from the north-east, east, 
and south-east. 

At 0555 on the morning of Oct. 31, the artillery of the 60th and7 4th Divisions commenced to bombard 
the enemy's positions on a front of some 4,500 yards. Some lOO field guns and howitzers took part in 
the bombardment, while twenty heavy guns were engaged mainly in counter-battery work. At 0830, the 
18l st Infantry Brigade advanced to the assault of Point 1070, an advanced enemy work which was cap
tured within ten minutes. The guns now moved forward in order to cut the wire of the enemy's main 
line of defence, and at 1215 the main assault was lam1ched, the attacking troops from right to left being 
the 179th, JSlst, 23l st, and 230th Brigades. By 1330, all objectives had been gained and soon after 
an outpost line was established. 

The enemy was, however, still holding out in his positions north of the Wadi Saba. While a brigade 
of the 53rd Division threatened these from the west, the 230th Brigade, 74th Division, attacked them from 
the south at 1900 and found no difficulty in occupying-the works, as the enemy had evacuated them durin~ 
the preliminary bombardment. 0 

Meanwhile, the Anzac Mounted Division reached Bir el Hammam and Bir Salim abu Irgeig, their 
first objective, with only slight opposition, by about 0800. Resistance now stiffened considerably, 
but Tel es Sakaty was captured ?Y 1300 by the 2nd Australian Light Horse Brigade and by 13GO this 
bngade was astnde the Hebron road. The s1.rongly held position of Tel es Saba was captured by the 
New Zealand Motmted R1fles Bngade, ass1skd by the lst Australian Light Horse Bri<rade bv 1500. 
B,· 1800 the Anzac M01mted Division, plus 1he 3rd Australian Light Horse Brigade (Austr~lian 1\lounted 
Dmswn) attached, reached the line Bir el Hammam- Bir es Sakatv-Point 1020-Point !J70. 

The Australian Mounted Division reached Iswaiwin bv llOO and at 1600 the 4th Australian Liaht 
Horse Brigade moved forwa~d to attack Beersheba. The brigade galloped over successive lines of trenclies 
m the face of severe machme-gun and nfle fi~0, and succeeded in occupying the town by about 1800. 

The 7th Mounted Bngade assisted m tunung the defences on Ras Ghannam and reached Beersheua 
about 1830. 

The enen~y troops holdinf\ Beersheba consisted of the 27th Division, an Arab formation of poor 
moral, but sttffened by battahons from the lOth and 24th Divisions. 

The defence of Beersheba had been entrusted to the IIIrd C'orps, and of its tactical handlina by its 
commander, Ismet Bey, the following criticism by a German staff officer is of interest:- 0 

"The battle control of the IIIrd Corp3 appeared dt'plol'o\blc: b f h attaC'k nil l'('ierves had been thrown in.'' e \'Cn e ore t e commencement of the dcvit)i\'C infn.utry 

'li1 fa a l'lult• [!. 
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November 1. 

After the capture of Beersheba! preparation~ we~e at once comme~ced for the attack on the Kauw~!'h 
and Rushdi trench svstems covermN Tel esh Shena and Ahu Harerra. Accordmgly, on the mornmg 
of Nov. 1, the 53rd Division, with the Imperial Camel Corps Brigade on its right, moved to Towal abu 
Jerwal in order to protect the flank of the corps during the coming attack. . . 

The question of water supply for mounted units raised great difficulties, as the surface water remammg 
after the thunderstorm of Oct. 25 bad dried up, and the supply from the Beersheha wells was not e4ual 
to the demand. Accordingly, on Nov. 1 the Australian Mounted Division was withdrawn into reserve, 
and the Anzac Mounted Division advanced, and, after a certain amount of opposition, occupied the line 
Bir el Marruneh-Towal ahu J erwal, capturing 179 prisoners and four machine guns. 

To assist in completing the rout of the Turkish troops retiring from Beersheba, a small mobile force 
on camels, consisting of Lewls gunners, machine gunners, and a few Sudanese Arab scouts, tmder Lieut.
Col. S. F. Newcombe, R.E., D.i:l.O., left Aslnj on Oct. 30. It had a number of machine guns and Lcwis 
g\illS, a large quantity of small arms ammunition, and carried three days' rations. Moving rapidly, 
it established its headquarters at Yutta, and on Oct. 31 occupied some high grotmd west of and com
manding the road between Dhaheriyeh and Hebron. It was hoped that the Turks retiring by night 
from Beersheba would encounter this force, which, taking them by surprise, would by its large fire power 
put them to rout, and cause a general debacle on the Turkish left wing. However, as the Anzac Mounted 
Division hod cut the road further sout.h, the Turkish forces from Beersheba retired north to Tel esh 
Sheria. The force, nevertheless, succeeded in intercepting and capturing the motor transport with supplies 
whrcb was endeavounng to reach Beersheba from Jerusalem. 

The Turk~ were surpriRcd b,· the appearance of this force, and having no idea of its numbers, despatched 
the 12th Depot Regnnent from Hebron, and the 143rd Regiment from Tel esh Sheria-six battalionR 
m all-to drslodge 1t. It held out resolutely, but, after sustaining heavy casualties and having exhausted 
~ll its ammunition, was ob-liged to surrender on Nov. 2 or 3. 
li1 fu.cc Plate 6. 
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November 2. 

The rOle which had been allotted to the XXIat Corps in the operations of Oct.-Nov., 1917, 
was to pin down as many enemy troops as possible in the coastal sector, and to end~avour to attr~ct 
j1is reserves to this neighbourhood. In order to accomplish this, It was deCided, while ho!dmg the lme 
in sufficient strength, to repulse any attack made by the enemy t? rehcve the pressure of the Beersbebc< 
operations, to attack the works in front of Gaza and, eventually, If possible, to capture the town. . 

To carry out this plan, it was first of all essential to smash the elaborate system of defences whJCh 
the enemy had spent the past si.x months in construct ing. Accordingly, on Oct. 27 the bombardment 
commenced, increasing day by day, and carried out by two 60-pounder battenes, five and a half 6-mch 
ho"~tzer batteries, one 8-inch howitzer battery and the divisional artillery of the 52nd, 54th, and 75th 
Divisions. On the 29th the Navy joined in with H.l\I.S. "Grafton," and li.M.M. 15, 29, 31, and 32. 
The river gill boats "Ladybird," and "Amphis," and the destroyers "Staunch" and "Comet" also 
co-operated. The bombardment was highly successful, as prisoners and captured documents testify. 

Owing to the great width of "No man's land," averaging 1,000 yards, it was necessary to carry out 
the attack by night. Accordingly, on the night of Nov. 1-2 at 2300, the 156th Brigade assaulted and 
captured Umbrella Hill. At 0300 on Nov. 2 the enemy's front-line trenches were treated to an intense 
bombardment, and the 161st and 162nd Brigades attacked, capturing the whole of the front line system 
at once. The 1 A3rd Brigade were not so successful in their assault on the support trenches at 03,15. 
meeting with stiff resistance, the 5th Suffolk Regt. alone being able to secure all its objectives. The 
Hi2nd Brigade tarried on the attack and by 0630 had re>tehed Sheikh Hassan. Six tanks p:n-ticipatd 
m the later parts of the attack , rendering material assistance. 

During the afternoon of Nov. 2, the enemy launched three counter-attacks, two on Sheikh Hassan, 
the first of which was broken up by naval and heavy artillery fue with severe loss to the enemy, and 
one from the direction of Crested Rock. All were successfully repulsed. 

Some 650 prisoners were taken and over 1,000 Turkish dead were buried in the positions. The 
enemy also lost three guns, one Hotcbkiss, twenty-nine machine guns, seven trench mortars and a larae 
quantity of rifles, amnnmition, and stores. ' 0 

Meanwhile, on the right flank the XXth Corps moved its headquarters to Beersbeba. The left 
of the 53rd Division's line was taken over by the 229tb Brigade, while the remainder of the 74th Division 
moved to the neighbourhood of Point 910. The lOth Division occupied Abu lrgeig mthout opposition, 
and was m touch With the 74th DIVISIOn on the n "ht. 

The 2nd Australian Light Horse Brigade and 7th Mounted Brigade advanced towards Dbaheriyeh 
and the Khuwcilfeh area respectively. Stiff opposition was met in very difficult country, but by nightfall 
the \me B!r en Nettar·-Den el Hawa-Ras en Nagb -Pomt 1580, had been reached. linking up with thb 
In1perial Camel Corps Bngade about one mile NNE. of Towal Abu Jerwal. The position of Ras en Nagb 
tu whwh the enemy attached great importance was captured by the 7th Mounted Briaade which tool; 
eleven pnsoners and two guns. 0 ' 
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November 3 to 6. 

On Nov. 3 the 53rd Division attacked the Khuweilfeh lines but wa~ only able to .occupy part of the 
po,ition in view of the stout resi.tance made by the enemy who had diverted a considerable J?roportwn 
of his re•en·es to this sector of the front. He was by this tnne probably under the nnpresswn that a 
wide outflankino- mo,·ement was to be tmdertaken rather than a break-through. Th1s attack contmued 
day and night .:'gainst superior forces. and the division was at last able to capture Tel el Khuweilfeh on 
Nov. 6. Once the enemy succeeded m rcgammg the positiOn With a greateounter-attack but was ~gam 
dislodged with the loss of marw htmdred prisoners and some guns. There IS no doubt that the obstmate 
fiohtina of the 53rd Division: which came temporarily under the G.O.U., Desert Motmted Corps from 
X~\:th C'orps did much to confirm the enemy in his erroneous estimate of our intentions, and by attracting 
his reserves to the KhU\Yeilfeh area to contribute to the subsequent success of the lOth, GOth, and 74th 
Divisions at Kauwukah. although such action naturally increased the difficulty of its own attack. 

Meanwhile the lack of water in the operations area occupied by our right and right centre made it 
necessary for the Australian Mounted Division, which had passed into reserve on Nov. l , to return to 
Karm f~r \mter. The 2nd Australian Light Horse Brigade which was manceuVIing against the Turkish 
3rd Cavalry Division and his 12th Depot R.egiment in front of Dhaheriyeh, was able to draw sufficient 
water locally. From this point, the extreme right of our line, there was a good deal of cavah-y fighting 
during these da,·s in which the 5th Motmted, the New Zealand Mounted Rifle, and Imperial Camel Brigades, 
repulsed determined enemy counter-attncks, inflicting satisfactory losses in the procesR. The 5th Mounted 
Brigade was withdJ;awn to the Tel el Saba area after the first day, when the 2nd Australian Light Horse 
Brigade came south-west from Dhaheriyeh, and on Nov. 6 the New Zealand Mounted Rifle Brigade 
also came out of the line. Meanwhile the Yeomanry Divisim .. came right round the back of the front 
from near Shellal on Nov. 3 and during the night of the 5th came into line on the right of the 74th Division 
two miles south of Ain Kohleh in order to free the infantry for movement into its position for deployina 
for the Kauwukah operations. The horses were then sent back to Beersheba. 0 

In order to facilitate the operations of Nov. 6 a detachment for the defence of the right flank of the 
army was fornwd tmder Major-General G. de S. Barro.w. C.B. , consisting of the Imperial Camel Corps 
Bngade, the 53rd Dn'lsJOn, the Yeomanry Mounted DiViSIOn, the New Zealand Mounted Rifle Briaade and 
part of the 2nd Australian Light Hors~ Brigade. At the same time the 60th Division was tm~por~rily 
attached to the Desert Mounted Corps which was rejoined by the Australian Mounted Division on its 
return from Karm to Bir Imleih. 
. On Nov. 6 at dawn the three infantry divisions, lOth, 60th, and 74th, with the Yeomanrv on the extreme 

nght! attacked the series ~f. Kauwukah yositions held in strength by the Turkish VIith Army tmder 
Fevz1 Pasha. The 74th DIVISIOn met Wlth obstmate res1stance on its extreme rin·ht but was able to 
cal'ture all its objectives by 1315. Wire cutting was sufficiently far advanced f~r the attack on the 
mam Kauwukah system to be launched at 1230, and two hours later the 60th and lOth Divisions had 
broken ~hrough. The 60th Division then advanced to Sheria and occupied the station but was much 
delayed m its fmther advance by the explosion of a Turkish ammunition depot at the station which caused 
a large fire ,whwh miduly exposed its movements. In consequence of this the diviRion was 1mable to 
cros.s. the "ad1 Shena that mght. After the break-through at Kauwukah a Briaade of the 1Oth 
J?mswn took over the captmed wo~k.s while the remainder of the division passed into Corps reserve nea1 
Ramarra Bndge and the 7 Hh DiVISIOn faced north-east. 
1'o face Plate 8. 
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November 7. 

On Nov. 7 the main interest shifts to the coastal sector, where the intense bombardment carried out 
bv the Navv and the XXIst Corps on the 5th and 6th, had produced so strong a feelmg of nnease among 
the Turks that a con,iderable part of their forces were carefully withdrawn. To such an extent h':-d this 
retirement been carried out, that British attacks during the night of Nov .. 6-7 on Outpost Hill and 
Middlesex Hill, met wit.h only half-hearted opposition, and the occupatH~n of Ah Muntar Itself was effected 
bv the 75th Division at 0740 without much trouble. A little before this, at 0700, the 54th DivisiOn was 
able to establish a line from Sheikh Redwan to the sea, and two squadrons had passed up the beach at 
0630, to push patrols up to the Wadi Hesi. The Imperial Service CavalrY: Brigade advanced to\~~rds 
Beit Hanun, after passing right through the ruins of Gaza at 0900.. Two bngades of the 52nd DlVISlOn, 
withdrawn from the trenches, moved off at 1000 and, after advancmg tmder cover of tbe cliffs along the 
beach, seized the hil!h ground on the right bank of the Wadi Hesi, in the face of considerable resistance 
on the part of the 53rd Tmkish Division (Mehmet Salah-ed-Din Bey). The 52nd Division by this move 
passed behind the 54th and formeu the extreme left of the British line. 

Gaza itself was found to be in a deplorable condition. Its civilian population had been evacuated 
and the greater part of the wood-work of the houses, floors, roofs, doors, and fittings, window sashes 
and shutters, removed to be used either for the revetting of Turkish trenches in the sandy soil, or for 
firewood. Many trees had been cut down and immense damage effected by the explosions of the Tmkish 
ammunition stored in prmninent buildings and detonated by British gun fire. The place was, in conse
quence, entirely ruinous and destitute of any economic value to the victor. On the other hand, General 
Allenby was not caHed upon to make arrangements for the feeding of a large civilian population. 

Away on the right, the lOth Division captmed the Hareira Tepe redoubt, in face of considerable 
machine-gun fire, thereby making it possible for a junction to be effected with the extreme riaht of the 
XXTst Corps near the Wadi Baha. The intention had been for the Desert Mounted Corps to p~ss imme
dmtely through the gap in the Turkish line made by the three Infantry Divisions at Kauwnkah, but the 
Turks were not yet too disorganized to offer stnrdy resistance in places, and the 60th Division had some 
difficulty m di~lodgmg them from Tell esb Sberia at 0600 as a necessary preliminary to an advance of 
two I!llles beyond the Wadi Sheria. This cleared the way finallv. for the cavalry. Passing through 
the gap, the 1st Australian Light Horse Bngade captured the statiOn east of Kh. Um Ameidat, fonr 
and a half miles north of Tell esh Sberia, with 300 prisoners and much material. The Australian and 
New Zealand Mounted Division was then engaged with enemy rear-guards and was only able to advance 
to the positiOns shown-a distance of two and a half miles-by nightfall. The Australian JllOJmted 
DlVl~JOn filled the gap between the advanced cavalry and the 60th Division to the north of the Wadi 
Rhena. The lack of water in this area was severely felt. 
10 /(u:e Plate 9. 
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November 8. 

The ue•perate ro•sistance made by the enemy and the lack of water had delayed the Desert Mounted 
Corps during the few hours required by the Turks .to withdraw the g_reater part of Lhe1r 26th a~1d 5-lth 
Divisions, commanded respectively by Fakhr-ed-Dm Bey and Nasuhi Bey~ through the gap winch st1ll 
remained between the :XXLt Corps at Beit Hanun and the newly-won pos1twns to the west. The Desert 
)Iounted Corps, howe,•er, was in bad country and the "break through" after the B~~tle of She£la w~~ 
vastly hantlic:tpped by natural as well as human. obstacles m companson mth the break through 
after the B~ttle of tlharon ten months later. Dmmg this day, Nov. 8, the Australmn and New Zealand 
Motmted Division fouNht its way to water at the Wadi Jemmameh, capturing 300 prisoners and two 
anus. The 7th Mounted Brigatle heartily repulsed a Turkish counter-attack near Tell Hudeiwe, while 
the Australian Mounted Di '·ision came up on the left and occupied a line from Umm Rnjum to the 
north side of Huj, which, with its large accumulations of ammunition was occupied by the GOth Division 
after an advance of ten miles, during which the en~my had been defeated in three successive rearguard 
actions. In one of these at 1500 ten troops of 1/lst Worcester and 1/lst Warwick Yeomanry of the 
5th Mounted Brigade (Australian Mounted Division) charged a detachment of Turks holding a posit ion 
one mile west of Huj, with complete success in spite of the stout resistance of the enemy who served his 
gtms until the last moment. Further west the 4th Australian Light Horse Brigade got into touch with 
the XXIst Corps at Beit Hanun. 

Meanwhile the XXIst Corps had been actively pushing forward, and the 75th Division was able 
to link up with the lOth after occupying the Beer Trenches, Tank Redoubt, and Atawineh, which had been 
fotmd to be lightly held by the enemy, by p~trols from the Composite Force, early in the morning. I n 
the afternoon the Composite Force relieved the 75th Division which moved on the 9th to Bcit Hamm. 
Here the Imperial Service C::walry Brig~de lud established itself, after considerable difficult\· on the 
ridge to the east whence it was able to link up with the 4th Australian Light Horse Brigade, ·;ncl thcu 
pursue the enemy to Tumrah ant! Deir Sineid. Between the cavalry and sea the 52nd Division continued 
to advance, toiling in heavy sand, and opposed strongly by the T.:U:ks, who made a formidable counter
attack from the direction of Ascalo!l. Four times did the enemy dTive the Lowlanders oft the hiah 
ground north-west of Deir Sineid only to lose it once more and fiud our men arrayed a fifth time a<>ai;st 
them on the top of the hill. 0 

This sweepini\ advance on nearly the whole front appears to have contributed much to the break
down of the Tmlnsh moral._ In places the enemy was still dangerous and made stur.ly resistance but 
many of his people became mcrcasmgly ~nxio~s to remove themselves from the unpleasant vicinity of 
t~e front. This irame of mmd betrayed Itself 1n thr behavww: of certain units, and aerial rejJOrts gave 
"armog that the enemy was bccommg dtsorganized. 
Ji1 (ttcc Plate 10. 
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November 9. 

On thiB day the 52nd Division continued its advance, and by noon had occupied the line Deir Sineid
Beit Jerjah-Ascalon. At 1400 Hamame, the northern point of the J\Iejdel oasis among the sand duneH, 
was reached, and the cavalry located the Turkish reargl1ard at 1830 in the Suaftr p;roup of villages about 
seven miles away. During the night the 73th Division arrived at Deir Sincid and the Imperial Service 
Cavalry returned to the Gaza area. F;uther inland the cavalry was beginning to feel the want of" ater. 
The Yeomanry Division, which had been enga~ed on the previous day in the pursuit of the enemy retreat
ing on Hebron, had been called across ·to the more important front and rejoined the Desert Mounted 
l'orps at Huj, where it was delayed in consequence of the difficulties in watering described in para. 13 of 
No. 1 Despatch. The same cause prevented the Australian Mounted Division from moving far, and 
only .the Australian and New Zealand Mounted Division with the 7th Mounted Brigade could advance. 
By mght they had reached the line Arak-El J\fenshiye-Buafir esh Sberkiye-Beit Duras, and were close 
up to the Turkish main rearguard, in advance of the positions shewn on the map which are those reported 
up to 1800 at General Headquarters. 

'l.U face Plate 11. 



30' 

.. ADVANCE THHOUGJI PIIILIS1'IA 
·'" 

MEDITERRrNEAN 

NaJu. S..-.. 

.., 

I ' 

SEA 

... 
AI>~-.. 

... ) ... } 
M1 ea ·~..t.-.._,_\~--- lO M· _ _l 

9 -11-17 asknownatGHQEFF >:. 1tnahonat 6 p.m...on 



November 10. 

A /.;hamsin, or sciroq~te, as it is often called in Palestine, began to blow on Nov. 10, lasting t\m days. 
Tbi" hot wind was an additional trial to all troops, particularly to the cavaiJ·y already suJTenng from 
wat•r-shortage. The Australian and New Zealand Division, however, was able to capture Esdud, the 
,\oh<lod of the Philistines, and its brid;.(ehead before being brought to a halt owing to the water dilft
culty. Dtu·in~ the pt·evious night the .\ustralian Mounted Division had marched north-east from Huj 
,.;,; Trll el Hesi (the Lachish of the Okl 1'estmnenl), and linked up on the rig'.Jt of the line at Arak el 
~lenshiye on Nov. 10. It was joined soon afterwards by the Yeomanry Division which had left Huj 
early in the mornin;_(. Thns, with the exception of the New Zealand Mounted Rifle Brigade and the 
Imperial Service Cavalry Brigade, the whole Desert Mounted Corps was now in position for further 
ptmuit across the open country of Philistia and the foothills, after having captured over 1,000 prisoners 
and sixteen guns in the two days. During the day the 52nd Division Jr.oved into the Esdud-Mejdel
Herbiah area, and the 157th Brigade engaged the enemy north of Beit Duras, capturing the position 
and three machine l(llllS with a bayonet charge in spite of hi>ving already marched fourteen miies over 
heavv sand in a khrnnsin. 

The 75th Division advanced into the Es Suafir-Julis-Bnrberah-Beit Jerjah area, and the lOth and 
60th. Divisions (which latter rejoined the XXth Corps) began to fall back on Karm and the railway to 
facllttate supply work. The Mth Division, at Gaza, gave up all its tramport to assist in the iorward 
move, and was able to maintain itself without transport on a supply of five clays' rations in depots close 
at band. 

10 face Plate 12 
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November 11 and 12. 

During these two days XXIst Corps Advanced Headquarters moved up to Deir Sineid (Nov. ll) 
and two important actions were fought ou the banks of the N ahr Sukere1r. In one of these; the 1st 
Australian Light Horse Brigade drove back the enemy, forced the passage of the stream, and captured 
Tel ell\iurre. This was an important step towards securing control of the mouth of the nver, whiCh was 
afterwards most useful as a tempocary landing-place for stores. In the other the 52nd Division, with 
two battalions of the 75th Division, the 1st Australian Light Horse Brigade, and the 8th Mlnmted Brigade, 
assaulted and captured Burkah, in spite of determined resistance and a strong counter-attack. On the 
right of the 75th Division, the Australian Mounted Division, after hard fighting .succeeded in advancing 
as far as Berkusie on a general line running south-eastwards to Zeita ; but under pressure of a determined 
counter-attack by an enemy force, estimated at 5,000 men of the 19th and 53rd Turkish Divisions 
(commanded by Sedad Bey and Mehmet Salah eel Din Bey respectively) , the cavalry had to retire two 
or three miles to Arak el 1\'lensbiye and Summeil. 

During the night of the 12th, the 1st Australian Light Horse Brigade was relieved by the Yeomanry 
Mounted Division, which had been brought right across from one end of the line to the other, by way of 
Me]del, and now took over the country to the north of the mouth of the Nahr el Sukerier, advancing 
almost to Tell el Kharrube and Beshsbit. The New Zealand i\Iounted RifleR bad now rejoined the 
diviston, which was al~o remforced by the Imperial Camel Corps Brigade, which had rejoined the Desert 
Mowtted Corps at Julis on Nov. 11. Owing to the exhaustion of their horses on account of the lack of 
water, the 7th 1\'lotmted and the :lnd Australian Light Horse Brigades had to be withdrawn into corps 
reserve. 

The enemy was beginning to show signs nf recovery and made efforts to reconstruct his line of resis
tance,_.and make a front in hopes of maintaining control of the lateral line of communications along 
the railway from Ludd to Jerusalem. Tbts IS clearly shewn on the map. and the importance of a further 
advance before the line could harden into a prepared front, is obvious. 
Tu face Pl('te 13. 
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November 13. 

Up to the evening of Nov. 12 the advance of XXIst Corps had been northward,, but on the moming 
of Nov. 13 it was necessary for the proper executiOn of the Commander-m-Clue£ s plans to advance 
eastward. The 53nd Division on the left flank was thrown well forward and the 75th DivisiOn wheeled 
on it• ri~ht. To auctrd the northern flank of the troops advancing eastward, two battalions and a battery 
of Roy;'t Field £rtillcry occupied Yebna (the .Jamnia of the New Testament period, the Ibelin of the 
Crusades) which had been captured at llOO by the Yeomanry and Impenal Camel Corps. A sumlar 
force was subsequently detailed to hold the high ground north of Mughar, and one battalion and a battery 
of Roval Field Artilll'rY held Akir after its capture early next morning. All these detachments were 
furnished bv the 52nd ·Division until the arrival of the Mth Division several davs later. 

The enemy P""it.ion on the ridge to the north-east of El i\Iughar was ·captured by infantry 
of the 52nd Division and the Gth Mounted Brigade of the Yeomanry Division. The attack had 
to pass over ±,500 )"ards of open ground near Katrah. It was entirely successful and resulted in the 
capture of 1,096 prisoners, two guns, and fourteen machine guns. Over 400 dead Turks were counted 
in one field. The villa~e of El Mughar itself was captured in the evenin>( by two squadrons of the 1/lst 
Berkshire Yeomann· who enterccl the village .on foot and took 400 prisoners. The 75th Di,·ision had 
a good deal of trouble wit-h the Turks along the line from l\Iesmiyeh to Kh. Sallujeh. The 23~nd Brigade, 
advancing through Yasur, was engaged on the left, while the 233rd. advancing just to the north of 
Kustine, was engaged on the right. This brigade finally stormed l\Iem.iveh from the south, and the 
Jivi;;ion took 292 prisoners and seven machine guns. The 234th Brigade then came throuah in the 
centre us far as Kh. ell\Iugbarah on the milway, where it was stronaly counter-attacked during "the niaht 
by the Turks covering .Jtmction Station less than two miles distairt. The 6th Mounted Brigade ope~a
tmg towards Alm captured seventy-two pnsoners, one gun anJ two machine guas. XXIot l'orps 
ad vanccd hcadquarter;; moved up t0 a. point near Beit Durus. 

'liJ {af'l' Pf11ff' l.J. 
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November 14. 

At 0400 on Nov. l-1 the 234th Brigade of the 75th Division had seized the high ground west of 
Junction 1:\tation, and at 0730 the station itself was captured with lOO prisoners, two guns, two undamaged 
locomotives, and nmch rolling stock. Two armoured cars of No. 12 Light Armoured Motor Battery 
co-operated very effectively in the capture of the station, inflicting some 200 casualties upon the enemy. 
At 0900 the 52nd Division captured Mansura two miles further north, and the 22nd Mounted Brigade 
of the Yeomanry Division drove the enemy from Akir and captured Naane, another two miles to the 
north, with seventy-two prisoners and. one machine gun. Further north again the Australian and New 
Zealand Mounted Division reached the outskirts of Ramleh and the ridges north of Surafend by noon. 
Here the New Zealand Mounted Rifles were vigorously counter-attacked by the enemy wbo approached 
to within bombing distance and had to be discomfited with a bayonet charge. The headquarters of 
the Desert Mounted Corps moved up to a pomt near Y ebna. 
1'o face PW.tt> IS 
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November 15 and 16. 

On Nov. 15 the 75th Division had occupied the high ground east of Junction Station and next day 
advanced to the line Kezaze Khulde and Abu i:lhusheh where, on Nov. 15, the Yeomanry Division anu 
part of the Impecial Camel Corps had had a v.ery sati.;factorv engagement. The enemy was driven 
back on Amwas leaving 400 cle"cl ~nd 360 pnsoners, m adclitwn to another nmety captured as the 
yeomanry ptssed near Ramleh io. their advance. Ramleh itself, and Ludd, were taken by the 1st A':s
tralian Liaht Horse Briaacle on the same day with 3GO pnsoners. After th1s the section of the Impenal 
Camel Co~ps engaged at Abu Shush,eh moved off to rejoin the other section which was operating among 
the sand dlmes in the Jaffa "rea. The Au.;trahanl\Iolmtcl DJvJ"on advanced close up to Latron which 
was still held by the Turb after their defeat at Abu Shusheh, and on the north front the New Zealand 
Mounted Rifles occupied Jaffa at noon Nov. 16 without opp0,ition, and Kefr Ana, while the rest of 
the division kept in touch with the yeomanry in the Ramleh-Ludd area. 

During these two d~ys the break up of the enemy forces into two widely separated bodies begins to 
be strongly marked. The VIIth Army was being shepherded up into the hill-country of Judooa along 
the dead end of a narrow gauge railway to a position of immense natural strength, but hampered by the 
lack of good commuq.ications with his base-all his transport being of necessity confined to the roads 
from Jerusalem through Nablus to the railwa1• at Messudiyeh some forty miles away, or through the 
Jordan Valley to the railway at Amman, a difficult journey of about eixty miles. The other bcdy, 
formed Ly the VIJith Army was being driven out of Philis,ia into the plain of flharon, but it was. able 
to keep astride of its r•.ilway and had hopes of being able to take refuge behind tne Nahr el Auja. 
. Meanwhile, the Glth Division had begun to move north from Gaza, and to make this move possible 
It was uecessU!ry for tbe tmn,port borrowed from this rli yj,ion to be sent back. This gre•tly increaoed 
the difficulty of sup1 lymg the' troops at the front, as railhead, in spite of the energetic work on the rail
way, was still a long way ofi. 

Up in the hill. to the north of Beers he ha the Turb, under the tactical pressure of the advance along 
the coast, saw fit to w1thdraw from Dhaheriyeh to the Hebron area. 
1& .face Plate 1 G. 
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November 17 and 18. 

TLe weather had been unusually hot and the dust and khamsin added greatly to the trials of the 
troops and animals, who were also m~ch distressed by the shortage of water. This was accen
tuated b,- the practice of the enemy m domg h1s hest to destroy the small and very deep wells of the area 
through ·which he bad been retreating. Owing to the loss of transport caused by the return of the 5Mb 
Divisional Train to its own division, it became necessary to rearrange the transport, and th1s, together 
with the deoirahility of resting the troops for a few hours, made a day's halt almost necessary. The 
Commander-in-Chief held a confer~nce at XXIst Corps advanced headquarters on Nov. 18, and orders 
were is.ued in obedience to which the 52nd Division moved to Ludd during the afternoon while th•• 
54th Divi,iou, which had now come up from Gaza, moved up a Brigade from Kustineb to Boshshit 
and occupied Yehna. The 234tb Brigade of the 75th Division covered Junction Station, while the 
rest of the division prepared to advance towards Latron. 

Meanwhile the cavalry had advanced a little across open country occupying Sarona, Mulebbis, and 
Wilhelma without opvosition. They came in contact with the enemy at Rantieh aud held the line 
Nahr el Auja-Beit Nabala-El Yehudieh-Point 265-Jerisheh. On the afternoon of Nov. 18 the 
Australian Mounted Division executed an vutflanking movement which compelle.d the Turks to evacuate 
,\mwas and Latron during the night, and the Yeomanry Division forced its way into the hills to within 
tll'o miles of Lower Bethhoron (Beit ur et Tahta). At 1630 the 22nd Mounted Brigade reached Shilta, 
but the 1:3-pdr. battery and all wheels had to be sent back owing to difficulties of country. 

In the XXth Corps area, Advanced Corps Headquarters on Nov. 18 moved to the Red House on the 
Wadi Ghuzze. On the same day th~ 60th Division concentrated at Gaza preparatory to a further move 
forward, while the lOth and 74th DIVISIOns moved to areas north of Deir el Belah. 

To fao8 Plate 11. 
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November 19. 

When the fresh advance approached the hills, on Nov. 19, the 75th Division encountered ~onsider
;.ble opposition east of Amwas and Latron, which ~ad been occupied by the 232nd Bngade at. ~oon. 
The main road to Jerusalem begms to n se at this pomt and enters narrow d~frlcs flanked by premp1tous 
and rock-strewn hei~hts. On these the enemy had constructed a senes of defences commandmg all 
arproaches. Our artillery had few positions from which t he_ infantry could be assisted, but the avail
able few were utilized to the utmost and the advance of the divlSlon was pressed forward. The exper•ence 
of the Gurkhas and Indian Frontier troops in mountain warfare, was of great value during these opera
tions. ·As the road had been destroyed by the Turks in several places, the problem of getting the guns 
up the pass was one of considerable difficulty, the more so as heavy rain had set in. This downpour, 
accompanied as it was by a considerable drop in temperature, was a severe trial for troops in summer 
clothing without greatcoats or blankets, who had, until a few hours before, been suffering from excessive 
heat. In spite of it the troops worked splendidly and took such r~st as was possible in the rain amon!! 
the rocks. Meanwhile the 52nd Division had advanced on a roughly parallel line along the Beit Likia 
road, where the badness of the track only permitted three sections of artillery to be brought up, and even 
these had to be double-horsed with the teams of the sections left at Ramleh. 

In the Bethhoron area the 8th Mounted Brigade occupied Tahta at an early hour and then advanced 
through the Wadi Sunt where it met with opposition from some 400 Turks on the heights. The going 
here was extremely bad and later became impassable for horses. As advance in this direction was not 
possible the brigade held its position until the 6th Mounted Brigade could turn the enemy's flank by way 
of Beit ur elFoka. This brigade, with diviRional headquarters, one battery of 13-pdrs., and the Hong
Kong and Smgapore battery, reached Tahta at HOO, but the road difficulties were very great as the 
Roman road had det~norated .almost out of ex,_stence. Even greater difficulties were experienced by 
the 22nd Mounted Bngade~ wh1ch. with one sectwn of the Hong-Kong and Singapore battery struggled 
part of the way_ to Am Ank, where but little enemy opposition was experienced. 

On_ the plam the Australian and New Zealand Division sent patrols into Rantieh and located the 
enemy m occupatwn of redoubts at Nebi Tari and entrenched north of Hadrah on the Nahr el Auja. 

On this day the 60th Division started north from the Gaza area. 
To luee. Flute 18. 
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November 20 and 21. 

On Nov. 20 the advance was continued against a very_ determined resi,tance on the precipitous 
1 b ''ar1's The viJiarre itself standing on a steep bill. was stron~ly held and was not stonned 

s apes a ove .~ . . . 0 ' f . . . l a· h tt r 
until H15. The enemy left many dead among the rocb, and over fi ty pnsoners? me u mg a a •. wn 
commander. were taken. The remainder of the Turkish force , e't1mated at a mmmmm of _2,000 nfles 
"'ith manv machine guns, covered by light guns, retired to the eommandmg ndge protectmg .Kur.1·et 
el En<>b, beinrr satisfactorily shelled by 4·5 howit7.ers from t.he road below. the 1\lakam Imam Ah dunng 
their retreat •. - The capture of such a position mi~ht well have cost the dtviswn.dear had not a proVIden
tial foa rolled up, which enveloped the Turbsh lines while the attackmg force was deploymg. Under 
cover ~{ tb.;s at 1700 the 2j3rd Gurkhas, the 1/Gth Somersets and the 1/4th W tits (232nd and 233rd 
Briaades) attacked with the bayonet, and listeners were able to deduce what was happemng from the 
diff~rent timbre of the cheerin rr which came back through the fog. Bv 1800 the Turks had lost Kuryet el 
Enab, and the division had s~ized the whole of the enemy's positions and bivouacked for the night in 
pouring rain. Next day Kustal and Soba were cal?tured after some opposition had been overcome, by 
the 232nd and 234th Bngades respectively. Dunng the advance along the crest of the ndge toward• 
Biddu and Kubeibeh the Turkish small arm and artillery fire from Nebi Sann>il (Mizpah of the Old 
Testament, ll1ontjoye of the Crusaders) caused much anno:vance. A separate attack, supportecl by the 
guns at Kurvet el Enab, was made on this position, and by 2345 NeLi Samwil was taken b~· tha 23clth 
Brigade, with the 3j3rd Gurkhas and the 2/4th Hants attached. The 75th Division had thus reached 
the furthest point of King Richard's advance in Jan. , 1192. Reinforcements had been sent up by the 
52nd Division and every effort was being made to make a track good enough for the guns to advance 
from Likia to Kubeibeh (four and a quarter miles) . 

Some three miles to the south, on the right of the 75th Division, the 5th Mounted Brigade of the 
Australian Division advanced astride of the railway up the narrow valley of Sorek (Wadi es Surar). 

The 52nd Dtvision had advanced as far as Beit Anan and Beit Dukku, three and four miles further 
north, while keeping a strong force at Beit Likia. 

. To the north of the 52nd Division the yeomanry in the Bethhoron country were being held up 
ahke by the difficulties of the terrain and the tenacity of the Turb. The badness of the country alona 
the left of this division's line of advance was in itself a protection, and the Turks refrained fro1~ 
attemptm~ an attack from the north, but shewed great obstinacy on the ridges between Upper Beth
horon (Bmt ur el Foka) and Be1tuna to w1thm half a mile of which the 6th Mounted Briaade was able 
to advance before it was held up at 1100 by a force of over 3 000 Turks with four battcri~s of ·77s and 
some camel ~uns. In spite of the arrival of two regiments of the 8th Mounted Brigade at 1145 and one 
from the 22nd at 1400, the yeomanry found that further advance was impossible, and when the Turks 
were remforced at lGOO and out-t:anged our mountain guns there was nothing for it but to retreat to 
Be~t ur el Foka, an operation whiCh began at 19:30 and was successfully covered b)' the 8th l\Iountecl 
Br1gacle. The _22nd Mounted Brigade during the da.'· was engaged near 'Ram Allah. 

In the plam the 60th D!Vlswn amved in the Mejdel area and the 51th Division was lmt to the 
Desert Mounted Corps fo~ the defence of the Ludd-Jaffa line, in front of which cavalry patro;s rode np 
to Rent1s, Shukba, and Shebtm. The enemy still held the hiNh land at Deir el Kuddis in this reNion 
as well as the northern bank of the Nahr el Auja. 0 ~ 

~y this date the mor.al ascendancy of the BritiHh had reached such a pitch that the followina re-
mar s occur m a letter wntten by a German staff officer on Nov. 21 :- " 

"We have had a very b:l.d time Aftt>r h · -,. 1 J t I' ·- - · · · 
breakdown of the armv i s gre·ttf't' th ' [ a~Tf l:t. v ~·e 111 f!l11 !\h guotl pOi<.illons wlneh luul been IH·ld for Ro Inn" the 
to make a good stand 3.t Jew~a.lem___:~o~v~l~ ~,01'1• 1 •1 AL:~\·e 110na1g-tned. But for thitl. f'Ompl ete dissvlution) we should still IJ;"able 

v e 1 rmy o t8 from any cava.lry patTol," 

Tu .face Plate 1.9, 
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November 22-24. 

The Tmkish VIIth Army on Nov. 22 tried to recover some of the ground ';hichit had lost, and 
launched in succession three form1dable but frwtless countm·-attacks on Neb1 Samw1l. On the other 
hand, the enemy so strongly opposed on~ attack on El Jib that he was. ~ble to retain that pos1tJon. 
although he lost Beit Izza to the 52nd D1V1s10n. Next day the 75th DIV1S10n made another attempt to 
take El Jib, supported by all ava!lable guns, but the enemy was m sue~ strength, _and h1s art1llery and 
machine-gun fire so formidable, that no progress could be made. The o2nd D1V1S10n reheved the 75th 
during the night and began a fresh attack on the mormnfl of Nov. 24. Smmltaneously, the northern 
end of the ridge was also attacked, the Yeomanry DIV1S10n made a dem01~stratwn towards Bmtuma 
and a brigade was pushed forward agamst the high land north-west of El J1b. The thll'd assault had 
no better result than its predecessors and it became apparent that cold and casualties had, for the 
moment, enabled the Turks to bring the advance to a standstill within sight of Jerusalem. In conse
quence of this the 60th Division next day relieved the 75th Division from Soba northwards, while the 
52nd Division was directed to discontinue the attack. The 60th Division had arrived at Jtmction 
Station on Nov. 22, where it was attached to the XXIst Corps and then proceeded to Latron. 

The 5th Mounted Brigade, having the lOth Australian Light Horse regiment attached during these 
three days, moved up to Artuf on the 23rd and sent strong patrols as far as Ain Karim and Bitt.ir next 
day. The 8th and 22nd Mounted Brigades successfully withdrew to Tahta during Nov. 22 and next 
day, owing t.o the difficulty of getting wate! and supplies, many horses were sent down to Ramleh. 
The Yeomanry Division on this day was attached to XXIst Corps and got into touch with the infantry 
east of Dukka on occupying Et Tire. 

In the lower foothills the 7th Mounted Brigade on Nov. 22 entered Belain, Deir el Kudclis, and 
Shukbah with~ut opJlosition, and the Turks were found to have fallen back to Abud. Next clay this 
bngade, on bemg relieved along the line Sheikh el Gharbawy-Kh. Harmusb by the 54th Division, 
w1thdrew to Zernukah mto corps reserve. The Desert Mounted Corps was now holding the line 
Kh. ~ildieh-:Kh. Harmush-Haditheh-El Yehudiyeh-Point 265-Birket el Jamus--Sheikh Abd en Neby, 
and the redistnbutw:' of troops shewn on the _map was completed by the morning of the 24th, when 
the Austrahan _and New Ze_aland _Mounted Dlv1s10n, supported by two companies of infantry, crossed 
the Nahr el AuJa and occup1ed a line covenng Kh. Hadrah and Sheikh Muannis. 

Meam~hile XXth Corps advan~ed headquarters had moved to Junction Station, and the 
74th Dlv!sJOn started north from De1r el Belah on 23rd, reaching Gaza on the afternoon of the next 
day. Patrols from Mott's detachment on the Uth established the fact that Eel Dhaheriyeh had been 
evacuated by the enemy. 
To face Flute 20. 
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November 25. 

The enemy almost at once replied to the advance across the Auja. At 0300 he attacked Kb. Hadrah 
and by 0800 the position could no longer be held. The infantry retired across the river and two com
panies of infantry in support on the south bank suffered considerably while. coverinfl the. withdrawal. 
as they had no artillery to help them. 'rhe Auckland Mounted B1fles remamed unt1l the mfantry had 
crossed, and then withdrew behind Sheikh Muannis, while a detachment of the N.Z.i\l.B. Brigade 
Machine Gun Squadron crossed at Kh. Hadrah bridge. During the morning the enemy, who was in 
some strength. also recoYered Sheikh i\fuannis, and the rest of our people had to retire to their origin>~! 
line , in course of which the cavalry had to gallop the ford over the bar at the mouth of the Nahr el 
Auja. As a measure of precaution the 7th Mount~d Brigade was brought fiye miles north to Rishon le 
Zion for a night, but the Turks were content with having recovered the line of the Auja and made no 
attempt to do anything more. 

On the mountain front the enemy shelled Biddu and Nebi Samwil and attempted to attack Beit 
Izza with 300 men, but nothing came of it, and the Turks, who were quite as exhausted as the two 
British divisions on that front, were otherwise quiescent, except for their activity in digging-in, an opera· 
tion in which they were compulsorily assisted hy drafts from the local population. In the Bethhoron 
area at 1400 about 200 Turks with machine guns were engaged hy the Leicester Battery near Foka and 
the Stafford Yeomanry near Kh. Meita. Their advance was checked and an attack made at 1600 rras 
broken up. Yeomanry Divisional Headquarters was established at Beit Ur et Tahta. 

The 74th Division, hurrying up from the south, reached the Mejdel area. 

T .. face Plote 21. 
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November 26 and 27. 

During these two days the 60th Division relieved the 7Gth and the 52nd Divisions on the mountain 
front. The 75th withdrew down the pass to Latron and the 52nd began to move over m to the Bath
boron area. Apart from shelling there was no enemy activity on th1s part of the front. In the plam, 
however, on the 27th the enemy reinforced the garnson of Ferrekiyeh and the defences of the bndge 
across the Auja were improved._ One battahon of t!'e enemy was reported by the Australian ~nd New 
Zealand Division to be advancnl" towards Mulebbis and another down the narrow gauge railway to 
Rantieh. In addition to this a n~mher of Turks were seen digging in between Et Tireh and Rantieh 
and a detachment with machine guns advanced to Deir Tureif where the 54th Division was engaged as 
well as at Yehudiyeh. In the afternoon 4,000 Turks advanced to Mulehb1s from the north. 

On Nov. 27 three officers and sixty men of the 6th Mounted Brigade, held the Zeitm1 post against 
600 Turks wit.h machine guns who were supported by artillery from Beitunia from 1400 until dark. The 
aarrison, by then reduced to two officers and twenty-six men was reinforced during the night by another 
fifty men, and successfully held until dawn in spite of enemy attacks which lasted all night, and the 
destruction by shell fire of the building which they had been occupying. At J.500 enemy patrols were 
reported to be active to the north and in the neighbourhood of Deir Ibzia, and it became apparent that 
the enemy was hoping to work round the left flank of the thinly held ten-mile British line to the gap of 
five or six miles between the left flank of the yeomanry and Shilta, the nearest post of the 54th Division. 
Zeitun Post was ordered to hold out as long as possible, and No. 2 Light Armoured Car Battery was 
posted one mile west of Tahta on the Beit Sira road to prevent the enemy from advancing by W'IY of 
~uffa. A staff officer had to ride down to Berfilya, seven miles away, before he could get in touch with 
communicat-ions and thus secure reinforcements, and at 2130 on Nov. 27, the 7th l\Iounted Brigade, which 
had come from Rishon le Zion and Zernukah, left Deiran and reached Beit Ur et Tahta before dawn. 

The stubborn defence by the Turkish forces in the hills can be explained by an appreciation of the 
situation written by Major von Pap en on Nov. 23, 1917. In this, he states that an assault gronp, com
posed of the 19th, 20th, and 54th Infantry Divisions, will be formed by the end of the month at Tul 
Keram. In the meantime, every effort must be made, pending the attack of the assault aroup to defend 
Jerusalem with the XXth Corps and the El Eire Group (IIIrd Corps). He does not, h.;'weve;, hold out 
much hope of retaining Jerusalem, as the Tmkish forces had been so shattered as to reduce the com
parative strength to a ratio of one to six. 

On Nov. 21 the same writer had already reported to Count Ber~.<storff on the condition of the 
Turkish force<> at this time :-

.. We have had a very bad time. 
. "The breakdown of the army, n.fter hav ing had to relin~uish the good po~itions in whicl1 it hnd remained for so long, 
IS so complete that I could never have dreamed of such n. thmg. But for this r-omplcto dissolution, we should still be able 
to m~ke a stand south of .Je-ru~alem, even_to-day. But now the Vllt.h Army bolts from every ca \'alry patrol. 

. :Many reasons have cor_1tnbn ted to th1s sorrowful result , c hiefly incapacity on the part of the troops and their leaden:; . 
Smgle men fight very pluck11y, but the good offirerR have fa.IIen and the remainder ha\·c bolted · in Jerusalem alone we 
urrested ~00 officers and 5,000-6,000 men deserters. ' ' ' 

ff ,; Naturally E~:vf'r pres~es ver.~ str~n~ly to ~old on to Jerusalem with all pogs ible means. on account of the political 
~ ect. From a nul.'tary pomt of v1ew, 1t IS a mistake, f~r this sha_t.t:~ed army can only be put togPther again, if entirely 
~=:~v:t ~~~h~~nt,lct w1th the enemy and fitted out w1th new divisions. ThiR, however, can only take place after the 

"Now it is just a toss-up." 

That an army which had been so hammered as to break up into a condition meriting such criticiem 
as the a_bove should have been able to recover duri.J~g the brief breathing space afforded to it by Briti>h 
difficult~es over transport, and offer the sturdy resistance which our divisions had to overcome in the 

dmefountams of. J udrea, IS a further illustration of the immense recuperative power of Turks in stron" 
ens1ve pos1twns. o 

1'v fare PlatP 22. 
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November 28, 29, and 30. 

On Nov. 28, at noon, the XXth Corps took over the line from XXIst Corps, and its hcadqua~ters 
moved up from J 1mction Station to Latron. The lineas then held by the 60th Div!SlOn W<tR from Sob::t 
on the south to Kustul-Beit Surik-Neb1 Samw1l-Bmt Izza. Near here contact was made w1th the 
Yeomanry Mounted Division which held Dukka-Beit Ur d Foka-Et Tahta, and thence to the new 
sector held bv the 53nd Division at Suffa and Shilta after Its rehef by the 60th D1vtston. 

In view 'of the increasing stubbornness of the enemy a.nd the co,lRcque~t need to prepare a more 
deliberate method of attack, it was of prime importance to Improve commumcatwns. New roads were 
beaun between Latron and Beit Likia to link up with the road made by XXIst Corps between Bett 
Likia and Biddu, and another was started from Kuryet el Enab to Kubeibeh, while the existing roads 
and tracks were improved into usefulness. Even so it was found that traffic beoame dtflicult after a 
few hours of rain, and that during wet ''eather camels were of little use. Consequently the Corps trans
port had to be supplemented by 2,000 donkeys to assist in supplying troops m the advanced pos1twns. 
At this tin1e the rear communications of the troops on the "Mountain Front" were limited to the partly 
metalled road from Gaza through Mejdel and Junction Station t,o Latron, and the Turkish light railway, 
of which the maximum daily capacity wa; about lOO tons of Ordnance stores. 

At 0500 on Nov. 28, as soon as the 7th Mounted Brigade had come into the line on the left of the 
22nd Mounted Brigade at Hellabi, the Turks developed a formidable attack from Beit Ur el Foka to 
Suffa with some 3,000 rifles, four batteries of ·77 's, and some camel guns. To meet this a composite 
Artillery Brigade of the 74th Division was sent up from Latron to the neighbourhood of Point 1746, 
and the l55th Brigade of the 52nd Division came into the line on the left of the Yeomanry Division 
about noon. After considerable fighting Zeitun Post was withdrawn and Foka evacuated. A new line 
was taken up along a wooded ridge half way to Tahta, and during the evening a battalion of the l56th 
Brigade and the 4ili Australian Light Horse Brigade (Australian Mounted Division) came up in support. 

At 1600 the 8th Mounted Brigade fell back on Dukka and the Turkish attack on Tahta was driven 
back by the 7th Mounted Brigade ancl the howitzers of the .52nd Division. At 1800 the 4th Australian 
Light Horse Brigade came up ' in support of the 6th Mow1ted Brigade, and half an hour later a battalion 
of the l 56th Brigade arrived in support of the 7th Mounted Brigade. 

The enemy renewe~ his attacks during the night, advancing south of Snffa until compelled to retire 
at 0800 by the fire of the 268th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. As he was retiring he suffered satisfactory 
losses from the enfilade fire of the 7th Mo:mnted Brigade's machine guns. By 1600 on Nov. 29, the Turks 
were tired of attackmg and contented themselves with artillery work and sniping. During the after
noon and mght the 8th and 6th Mo~ntecl Brigades were relieved by the 23lst Brigade of the 74th Division 
whwh had now come up mto the lme, and the 22nd and 7th Mounted Briaades bv the l57th Briaade of 
the 52nd Division.. The reliefs were completed by 0500 on Nov. 30, a1,'d the four mmmted b~igades 
moved back to Bc1t S1ra. where they were joined in the afternoon by the 4th Australian Light Horse 
Bngade, on the way to DIVISIOnal Headquarters at Annabeh, where the Yeomanry Division concentrated 
that evenmg and reJoined the Desert Mounted Corps. 

At a Oorps conference held near Yalo, in the Valley of Ajalon, it was decided, on accom1t of the 
abs~1;ce of roads and shortage of water in the country to the north-west, to attack the Turkish 
posJtwns covermg Jerusalem from the south-west and west instead of from the north-west. 
'Io face Plate 23. 
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December 1 and 2. 

In the mornin" at 0120 shock troops belonging to the 19th Ttukish Divigion attacked the point of 
junction between the 3rd and 4th Australian Light Horse Brigade near El Bnrj. At 0150 the 8th Aus
tralian Light Horse Regiment were strengthened by some Gloucester Yeomanry and a company of 
the l /4tb Royal Scots Fusiliers (155th Brigade) who came up m support. The enemy was exposed to a 
cross-fire from rifles and machine guns as well as to that of the 268th Bngade, Royal F1eld Art1llery, 
and of the Hong-Kong and Singapore Battery. At 0530 an encircling movement was made which 
resulted in the captme of 112 prisoners. The enemy also lost over 100 killed and twenty wounded, who 
were picked up. At the same time a determined attack was made on the 157th Brigade (52nd Division) 
holding the Tahta defences. An important position was lost for a time, but recovered after stubborn 
hand-to-band fighting at 0±30. After this the enemy withdrew a little, and abandoned further attempts 
to dislodge our troops from this sector of the front. On the same day three determined Turkish attacks 
were made on the Nebi Samwil positions held by the 60th Division. In these the enemy appears to have 
lost more than 500 killed. 

On the first of the month the lOth Division, which had started north from Belah on Nov. 27, took 
over the line Wadi Zait- Tahta-Kh. Faansh, a mile to the north of Beit Sira, and the 52nd Division 
reverted to XXIst Corps. 

The 5th Mounted Brigade came into Divisional Reserve at El Bnrj on the night of Dec. 1 and, on 
the 2nd,_ the 7th Mounted Brigade left the Australian Mounted Division and went into Corps Reserve 
near Akir, where the Yeomanry Division had arrived from Annabeh during the previous day. 
1'u face Plate 24. 
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December 3 and 4. 
. De,·on y emnan1· . Jtc~imcnt of the 2J9th Brigade (7.U.h Division) re-

On Dec. 3 the Ro\ltl . ! ,1,8 and thr·ce machine auns and repulsed a senes of 
· U 1 I? ka 1nth scvcntee.n p11sonc · • • b ' · · 1 captured He1t r <' • 0 ' t tl f· t that tltc enemy still hekl hiah ground from wh1ch t 10 

tt 1 0 . 11., ho1wver o ne ac · ~ . h ·' 
counter-a .ac " · " 1 "'' d . 1 ' h. D"e the place was evacuated and our troops w1t urcw 
Yillage could he ~ommate. wit 1 mac me-g:1~ i~~ the vil-hvrc of Foka alone. 
to their origi,~al hnc, lcavl3n-4g ~tlfltyldead_TulrCka~nel Corps B~i.-.aclc raidccll\ald Hill. Fnrther to the left 

0 tb• nwht of Dec 1e mpeua ' " · D · th 
, n ' ". ·.., t Horse Bri•"ade killed twenty Tnrh and captured five pnsoners. urmg · e 

the 2n~ Austrahan L'"1 d .Mounted Rifles Briaade relieved the Imperial Camel Corps m the I me about 
next ll!;.(ht the New Zea an 'tl d t ,. i>lla ~nd thence to Shcllal. Dunn" the same mght the 
l' . t •>65 The latter WI ' rew o le. . . . ~ d l . ,. t 

om ~ . : 1. d th 299th c1 030th Briaades of the 74th DIVISJOll and ex ten ec Its me o 
lOth Dtvtston re wve e ~ an "'"' o 

coYcr Beit Dukku. 
December 5, 6, 7, and 8. 

In the process of concentration for the great attacl~ which was to result in the fall ~f Jerusalem, 
h. 1 · d f 1 Dec 4 to 7 the G3rd DiviSIOn w1th the exceptwn o( the l;J8th Bngade, 

a proce~s w 1c 1 occup1e ru11 · ' ' d d h cl 
and the XXth Corps Cavalry, began to move !'orth along the Becrsheb~--Hebron roa _an reac _e 
the Bilbeh area on Dec. 6, getting into touch With the lOth Austrahan L1ght Horse Re~rm.ent whJCh 

1 · 1 El I' cl On Dec " the enem)' withdrew a httle Ill front of the lOth DivisiOn. Thts hac occup1ec \.U r. · v · cl D. · · 1 cl 
enabled our troops to occupy Kh. Hcllabi and Sufia, and the Anstrah~n Mountc !VISIOn a so m?ve 
forward a short distance. That night the 23lst Br~gade, of the 74th DIVISion rchcved the GOth Dl~Iswn 
in the Beit Izza and Nebi Samwil sector, and durm;s tne next mght the 74th DiviSlO'_l took ov;r the 
line as far south as the Makam of Sheikh Ahdul Aziz, one 1mle south-east of Be1t Sur1k. At OtOO on 
Dec. 5 patrols reported that Kefr Rut, about one mile west from Suffa, _had been evac~atecl by the 
enemy. Accordingly, an hour later, the 4th Aust~alia~ Light Horse Bngade a!'d th~ oth Mounted 
Brigade moved forward, and at 1530 the 3rd Austrahan L1ght Horse Bngade occupied a !me about 1,000 
•ards north-north-east of El Burj further to the west. Thus, m the evenmg, the Desert Mounted Corps 
held a line rUlllling through a point UOO yards east-north-east ?f Kh. ed Daty, another pomt 1,500 yards 
north of that place, Shilta, and a point GOO yards west of Shilta. Th1s filled th~ ~ap between the 31st 
Briaade of the lOth Division on the rirrht and the 233rd Bngade of the 75th DJVlSJOn on the left. 

0 On Dec. 7 the XXIst Corps took ov0er the line covering Ra.mleh, T.udd. and Jaffa. T~c. 75th Division 
had the eastern sector on the right, the 54th Division the central sector, and the 52nd DrviS\011 the coastal 
or western sector on the left. 

On the eve of the attack the Turks were hok!ing a line covering Bethlehem on the south and running 
north past Ras el Balua, Ain el Hand, Kibriyan, Kulat el Ghuleh, to the west of Ain Harim and along the 
formidable ridge runninrr above the Wadies Surar in front of Deir Yesin and Reit Iksa. It continued 
north to the east of Nebi Samwil, to the west of El Jib and thence in a westerly direction past Kh. ed 
Dreihemeh, Et Tireh, Reit Ur el Foka, Kh. Ilasa. Kh. Aberjan to a point near Suffa. As a preliminary 
to the main attack the l7~th Brigade with tb.e mountain batteries crossed the Wadi Surar dnring the night 
and by 0330 had captured the high ground south of Ain Karim. In spite of rain the main attack began 
at dawn on Dec. 8. It was supported by the Division~! Artillery, the 96th Heavy Artillery Group of three 
6-inch ba.tteries-the 383rd, :\87th, and 440th-·one 60-pounder battery and one section of the l95th 
Heavy Battery, the Hong Kong and Singapore Battery attached to the 74th Divi<ion, the lOth and 16th 
Mountain Batteries attached to the 60th Division and the 9Jst Heavy Battery attached to the 53rc1 Division. 
The 60th and Hth Divisions att&cked at 0515 and by 0700 had ·captured the line of Turkish trenches 
crowmng the formidable hills to the east of the Wadi Surar. Considerable difficulty was experienced 
before the ~;reat Heart and Liver RedoubtR and the cardul!y prepnrcd works at Dcir Y esin coulrl be taken 
by the GOth Divieion. The main road past Kulonieh and up the steep ascent to Lifta was exposed to Turk
Ish arttllery and machme-grm fire , which greatly interfered with the advance of this division and the 
movem~nts of its guns.. The country traversed was very broken and precipitous and the rain and darkness 
greatly mcreased the d1fficultv of the advance. The weather and strenuous Turkish resistance had delayed 
the 53rd Division and it was only at 0~00 that it could get into position to attack the hiah ground west 
and south-west of Bmt Jab, consequently this division was unable effectively to protect 0 the right flank 
of the 60th. . The neces"1ty for securmg th1s flank made it impossible for the 60th Division to advance 
' 0 far as 1ts nght was concerned. On the left it encountered serious opposition at 1330 which was onlY 
overcome by a bayonet charge at lGOO. Further north the 74th Division reached Beit Iksa bv llOU, 
but was there held up by heavy artillery and machine-gun fire, and was unable to capture (,he El Burj 
ridge to ,the north-ea~t owmg to ~nfilade fire from the right. The <tttaek was suspended and at nightfall 
~ot~ dn tswns consol1dated the lme to winch they had advanced while the lOth Australian Lirrht Horse 

eg>.ment at . .Malhah and the 1/l Worcester Yeomanry (the Corps Cavalry Reuiment) n~amtain~<l 
commumcatJOn am1d the rain and mist with the 53rd Division near Beit J ala. In the morninrr tlw 
Worcester Ye0manrv worked right across the front of the 53rd Division and cut the enenl\·'s li~1e of 
retre~t hy gettmgastndc of the Jericho road where it turns east from the Valley of Jehosh'lph:lt. 
tl urmg the mgbt the G3r<l Division had pushed forward to the outskirts ,;! Bethlehe1;1 lr:m~ whieh 

le enr·my Withdrew, and by 0830 on Dec. 9 the division had advauu•u to a line• two and a lralf 111ile~ 
1'u )itt·e 1 1/ati' 2;J, 
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, h · 0 ho e of holdinrr Jerusalem now that his positions uv~rhanging 
south ,of !erusalcm. The enen')d ~~f.;' :o coEnter-attacks during the night but retired to " !me north 
the Wad1 Surar had be~n. f~~c~h' was •urrendered at 0830 by the Mayor who approached the outpost of 
ancl north-east odf the,~Jt) "G1 Sbea commanding the 60th Division, was instructed to accept the 
the 18ilth Bnga e. "'a1or- en. 
>tureOmlerh. and d!d so£ Datec13800la.r·rre numbers of the inhabitants of Jemsalem, with the remaining religions 

ntemornm"o · o Th t tt h'hth T ·I· "'u d bv the police to be readv to leave at once. e ex en o w JC e Ul ,g 

chiefs, ''"ere Ptton~,;;. ::'~rty is shown by the fact that out of the Armenian community of 1,400 souls 
were pn'parde tho c t. J a! Pasha when warned that vehicles were unavailable for the transport 
'lOO recCJvc IS no we. em, ' d h · t lk Th ~f the unha . exiles to Shechem or Jericho, telegraphed curtly that th.ey an t errs mus wa -. e 
f te f cou!tf1ss Armenians and many Greeks has shown that a populatiOn of all ages suddenly turned 
at t: walk indefinite distances under Turkish escort is exposed to outrage and hardshtp whwh prove 
~~~-~~ to most of them; but the delay in telegraphing had saved the populatw;1, and the sun had nsen 
for the Ja"t time on the Ottoman domination of Jerusalem, and the Turks power to destroy faded 

with the day. · b · h' · ht f h ·t Toward's dusk the British troops were reported to have passed Lifta, and to e w1t m s1g o t e CJ Y· 
On this news being received, a sudden panic fell on the Turks west and south~west of the town, and at 
1700 civilians were surprised to see a Turkish tra~sp~rt column ~allopmg furwusly ettyward along the• 
.Tafla road. In passing they alarmed all un1ts w1thm ~1ght or hearmg, a~d the weaned mfantry arose an_d 
fled, boot less and without rifles, never pausmg to thmk or to fight. Some w-:re flogged back by tbe1r 
officers and were compelled to pick up their arms ; others staggered on through the mud, augmentmg 
the confusion of the retreat. 

After fom centuries of conquest the Turk was ridding the land of his presence in the bitterness of 
defeat and a areat enthusiasm arose am on<> the Jews. There was a rwmmg to and fro; daughters called 
to their fathe1; and brothers concealed in o~thouses, cellars, and attics, from the police, who sought them 
for arrest and deportation. " The Turks are rUlllling," they called ; " the day of deliverance is come ". 
The nightmare was fast passing away, but the Turk still lingered. In the evening he fired his guns con
tinuously, perhaps heartening himself with the loud noise that comforts the soul of a barbanan, perhaps 
to cowr the sOlmd of his own retreat. Whatever the intention was, the roar of the gunfire persuaded 
most citizens to remain indoors, and there were few to witness the last act of Osmanli authority. 

Towards midnight the Governor, Izzet Bey, went personally to the telegraph office, discharged 
the staft, and himself smashed the instruments with a hammer. At 0200 on Srn1day tired Turb begfll 
to troop through the Jafla gate from the west and south-west, and anxious watchers, peering out though 
the windo"·s of the Grand New Hotel to learn the meaning of the tramping, were cheered by the sull< n 
remark of an officer, "Gitmaya mejburuz " ("We've got to go"), and from 0200 till 0700 that morning 
the Turks streamed through and out of the city, which echoed for the last time their shuffiing tramp. 
On this same day 2,08~ years before, another race of conquerors, equally detested, were looking their 
last on the city which they could not hold, and inasmuch as the liberation of Jerusalem in 1917 will 
probably ameliorate the lot of the Jews more than that of any other community in Pa-lestine, it was fitting 
that the flight of the Turks should have coincided with the national festival of the Hannkah, which com
memorates the recapture of the Temple from the heathen Seleucids by Judas Maccabams in 165 B.C. 

The Governor was the last civil official to depart. He left in a cart belonging to Mr. Vester, an 
Amcncan res1dent, from whom he had "borrowed" an hitherto unrequisitioned cart and team. Before 
the dawn he hastened down the Jericho road, leaving behind him a letter of surrender, which the Mayor 
as the s~ rose set forth to deliver to the British commander, accompanied by a few frightened police
men holding two tremulous wh1te flags. He walked towards the Lifta Hill and met the first representa. 
t1ves of the BntJsh Army on a spot which may be marked in the future with a white stone as the 
site of a historic episode . 

. The last Turkish ~okl,ier is said to have left Jerusalem at about 0100 by the cast gate of the city, 
wh1~h IS named after St. Ste!'hen, but Hen later armed stragglers were still trickling along the road just 
o~t.<nde the north wall, reqrnsttwmng food and water at the point of the bayonet. This is no grevious 
cn?'e on the part of defeated troops, uncertam of then next meal, but is recorded as the last kick of the 
dymg Ottoman a.uthority in a city where it bad been supreme for four centuries. 

As the Turkish flood finally ebbed a,way into the •hadowy depths of the Valley of Jeho"hapbat the 
townsfolk roused themselves from the letharg_y into which hunger and the Turkish police had plunged 
them and fdl upon a vanety of brnldmgs, offimal or regms1twned for official purposes, and looted them 
renst.rlppm~ roof,, doors. and floors from the Ottoman barracks next t.o tlw Tower of David for firewood: 
t must be adnuttcd that, as the Govermnent had furnished and maintained itself almost entirely bv 
uncon~~eJl~ated requJsitJOns, the crowd was only trying to indemniFY· itself. But this disorder c<:u3ed 
as su en Y as It had ausen on the appcarnnce of the British infantry. 
Tt~ /IJ.I)f Pllll# 26. 
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December 9 and 10. 

Alter tho surrender of .Teru~alem the 74th and 60th Divi,ions wheeled northwards pivotting on Nebi 
Sam\lil. The /4!L wet with no great opposition but the 60th DlVlSIOn on debouchmg shortly after 
1030 from the suburbs to the north of the Lifta road came UJlder heav:v nfle a1;d machme-gm1 fire from 
the ridge to the west of Sir John Grey Hill's house on the Mount of Ohves, :vh1ch was strongly held by 
the enemY. At about 1600 the Turks were dislodged from th1s at the pomt _of the bayonet, leavmg 
seventy ci.ead. l\Ieanwhile on the left of the division the lS?th Bngade whwh was advanCJ~g along 
the ricige to the east of the Wadi Beit Hannma, occup1ed Shafat and Tel el Ful on the Shechem 

(Nablus) road. . . . . 
By llOO the D3rrl Division was at Mar_ Elms WJth 1ts advanced guard on the Jencho road t~ the 

south-east of Jerusalem. The l\lount of Olives was strongly defended by the Turks, and the dJvJsJOn 
was not able to drive them off tmtil nightfall. . . , . 

The same day the Desert Motmted Corps extended 1ts front to the east so as to mclude Suffa. Th1s 
move brouaht the 3rd Australian Light Horse Brigade from El Burj up into the neighbourhood of Kh. eel 
Daty. D1;;,ing this period the enemy line ran westwards just in front of Khurbetha ibn Harith, Jmdeh, 

Deir el Kuddis, and Nalin. 
On Dec. 10 the 53rd Division was engaged to the east of Jerusalem in pushing the enemy back of! 

the ridges from which he could observe the Holy City. 

Note on the Surrender of Jerusalem. 

Before the arrival of the flag of truce on Dec. 9 the movement of the crowds accompanying it had 
been observed and reported by patrolR, but definite news of the impending surrender was first actually 
commnnicated to British soldiers by civilians, who informed Pte. H. E. Church and Pte. R. W. J. Andrews 
of the 2f20th Battalion London Regiment. These men, who had advanced int.o the outskirts of J ernsalem 
in order to obtain water, reported what had been told to them without meeting the flag of truce. Shortly 
before 0800 Sergt. Hurcomb and Sergt. Sedgewick, of the 2/19th Battalion Louclon Regiment, m€t the 
llag of trnce ancl, short!.) afterwards. Major W. Beck, R.A .. and Jl[ujor F. R Barry, R.A .. came up aud 
entered into comersation with the l\Iayor. 'rhey turned hack to report the presence of the flag of 
truce, and met Lieut.-Col. H. Bailey, D.S.O., and l\Jajor M. D. H. Cooke. Lieut.-Col. Bailey, as senior 
officer, dedmed to accept the surrender and reported the Mayor's "'"hes to Brig.-General C. F. ·watson, 
C.~I.G., D.S.O., Commanding 180th Brigade, who rode up a few minutes later and reassured the Mayor. 
Bng.-General Watson transmitted the offer of the surrender of Jerusalem to Major-General J. S. M. Shca. 
C'.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., G.O.r-. 60th Division, who was then at Enab. Major-General Shea communicated 
w1th L1ent.-General Sir Philip Chetwode, Bt., K.C.B., K.C.M.G., D.S.O., G.O.C. XXth Corpe, and about 
1100 was mstructed to accept the surrender of tbe city .. In the m~autime Brig.-General Watson (with 
a small mounted escort, followed by the Mayor m h1s carnage) had ndden forward to reassure the people, 
and w~s the first BntJEh sold1er to arnve at the Jaffa Gate. Guards were posted at 09:30 from the 2/17th 
~att~hon London Re0nnent over the Post Offi~e, which had been occupied in the interval by ~Iajor 
Cooke, at some hosp1talR, and outs1de the Jaffa Gate. Shortly after Brig.-GenNal \Vatson's arrival 
a mounted patrol from the 53rd DJVJSlOn appeared. Major-General Shea, on arrivina in a motor car 
uuts1de ~he Post,Office, sent for the Mayor and Chief of Police. These functionaries w~re informed th~t 
~aJar-General Shea accepted the surrender of the citv in the name of the Commander-in-l'hief aucl 

ng.-Genrral \Vatson was directed to make the uece::;;.:ny arrangt'ments for tLernaintenanee of ~rJel'. 
'to fuce Plate 21. 
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December 11 and 12. 

On Dec. 11 the Commander-in-Chief, followed by representatives of the Allies, made his formal entry 
into Jerusalem. The historic Jaf!a Gate was opened, after years of disuse, for the purpose, and he 
was thus enabled to pass into the Holy City without making use of the gap in the wall made for the 
Emperor William in 1898. When the time came for the great and simple act of the solemn entrf of 
Ueneral Allenbv into Jerusalem, and the Arab prophecy was fulfilled that when the Nile had flowed mto 
Palestine, the prophet (AI Nebi) from the west should drive the Turk from Jerusalem, the inhabitants 
mustered couraae to aather in a great crowd. They were themselves amazed, for during more than three 
vears an assembly of~nore than three persons in one place was discouraged by the police by blows, fines, 
Imprisonment, and even exile. Eye-witnesses of all three events state that the crowd gathered at the 
Jaf!a gate to greet the General was larger than that which met the Emperor William when on his fantastic 
political pilgrimage, and denser than the gathering which greeted the revival of the Ottoman Constitu
tion when it was proclaimed, ten years later, at the Damascus Gate, where there is more space. Many 
wept for joy, priests were seen to embrace one another, but there were no theatricalities such as the hollow 
reconciliations which made the triumph of the Young Turk in 1908 memorable, and sicken the memories 
of thoEe who know the horrors and calamities which that triumph was doomed to bring. The General 
entered the city on foot, and left it on foot, and throughout the ceremony no Allied flag was flown, while 
naturally no enemy flags were visible. 

A proclamation announcing that order would be maintained in all the hallowed sites of the three 
great religions, which were to be guarded and preserved for the free use of worshippers, was read in English, 
French, Arabic, Hebrew, Greek, Russian, and Italian, from the terrace of the entrance to the citadel 
below the Tower of David. When this was done the chief notables and ecclesiastics of the different 
communities who had remained in Jerusalem were presented to General Allenby. After this brief cere
mony the Commander-in-Chief left the city by the Jaf!a Gate. 

In the neighbourhood of Jerusalem there was no fighting on this day apart from an attack by a small 
party of Turks near Tel el Ful which was repulsed by the 179th Brigade.-
- . In the XXIst Corps area the 75th Division advanced its front to the line Midieh-Kh. Hamid-Budrus
':lheikh Obeid Rahil, meeting with slight opposition in the process. An enemy counter-attack, after 
prelnnmary bombardment of the Zeifizfiyeh Ridge, at 1000 was repulsed. 

On Dec. 12. the 53rd Division i.mpr~vcd its position by advancing several hundred yards, but there 
was otherwise ht tle activity on either side. 

Th; 3rd Australian Light Horse Brigade relieved the 4th Australian Light Horse Briaade in ohe 
Suf!a-Kh. ed Daty sector of the lme. 0 

To fa1'(' :?lute 28 
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December 13 to 22. 

On Dec. 13 the 5:~rd Division further advanced its line, and the 18lst B,·igade of the 60th Dh·iRin~ 
",turcd Ras el Kharruheh (near Anata) with forty-three pnsoncrs and two machme gun". Dunn" 
~h~ fine weather which lasted unt.il the afternoon of Dec. H much road work was done. Prepa:atwns 
were beinrr made for the further advance which was to drive the enem:r hack to a resjlcctful dJRtanre 
· J c 1 nd at dawn ·011 Dec 17 two battalions of the l GOth Br1gade attacked the h1gh groun<.l 
from ernsa em, a · · ' · k'll d ]96 · 
t'ast. of Abu Dis. The ridge was captured with a loss to the enemy. of forty-s1x 1 e , ~ pnsoners, 
. d t ·o machine rruns. The 53rd Division, which was takmg over the !me as far north as the Wad1 Anata, 
;~'~s a:ain enaaged on Dec. 21, when the l 59th Brigade stormed Ras ez Zamby (about two and a qu~rtcr 
miles ~1-est-n;rth-west of Jernsalem) and White Hill. There was a good deal of fightmg and the poRJtJOn 
with three machine guns was not taken until noon. The Turks made three counter-attacks whwh cost 
them a further loss of fift1· killed. . . 

The 60th Division, relfeved as far as the Wadi Anata by the 53rcl, took over the !me east of Neb1 
Samwil from the 74th Division, which in its turn extended to Be1t Ur et Tahta on the west. Th1s read-
justment was effected by Dec. 21. . . . 

On Dec. H the l Oth Australian Light Horse Regiment which had been attached to the GOth DlYlsJOn 
during the operations against Jerusalem, rejoined the 3rd Australian L1ght Horse Bngade m the Desert 

lii01m ted Corps area. 
On Dec. 15 the 75th DiYision again aclYancecl their line ;mcl took in Kibbiah and Kh. Ibbaneh 

while the 54th DiYision took Khirbet el Bornat and moYed up to Et 'l' ireh. At this place and at Rh 
Ibbaneh the enemy made some resistance. 

In the coastal sector preparations were being made by the XXIst Corps to remove the enemy from 
his positions at the mouth of the Nahr el Auja, which menaced the town and landing place of Jaffa and 
the main road thence to Ramleh. The River Auja, some forty yards wide and ten feet deep between 
abrupt banks, was in itself a formidable obstacle to an advance. The enemy had entrenched the high 
northern bank and also held Bald Hill with a line of trenches about a mile to the south of Mulebb1s 
and Fejja. 

l\Iajor-General Hill, Commanding the 52nd Division, on Dec. 14 submitted a plan for making a sur-
prise passage of the river. The requisite preparat.ions were made-portable bridges were constructed 
by the Engineers, under cover of the orange groves of Sarona, pontoons were assembled and canvas 
corracles, capable of carryinp; twenty men apiece, were built from local materials. A considerable con
centration of artillery was also effected and, on Dec. 18 and 19, the 52nd Division was relieved in the 
trenches by the J61st Brigade of the Mth Division and the Auckland and Wellington Mounted Rifle 
Regts. At the same time the 75th Division extended its front westwards so as to enable the 54th 
Division to spare the 161st Brigade from near Ludd. 

Three days' heavy rain followed which considerably increased the volume of water in the Auja 
and did much to render its south bank difficult of acce,g by turning the plain into a mud swamp. In 
s~1 te of th1s the surpns~ attack was successful. The coverin[( parties crossed unpcrceived during the 
mght of Dec. 20a1md wmcl and rain in their corracles. and the bridges were plaeed in position. Owing 
to the extreme hghtness of theu construction (they were designed to be carried nearly two miles), some 
of them collapsed after a time, and the 156tb Brigade bad to link arms and cross breast-deep at the 
ford.* The enemy'strenches covering the river were rushed in silence and captured. Sheikh llluannis 
was ~~rned atthe pomt of the bayonet, Kh. Hadrah was rushed and captured, and b~- the dawn of Dec: 21 
the o~nd DiviSIOn had occup1ed the whole !me from Hadrah to Tel el Rekke1t on the sea two nules 
north of the river-mouth. The enemy had been completely taken by surprise and lost many killed in 
add1t10n to 316 pnsoners and ten machine guns. -

Throughout Dec. 21 preparations were made to enable the rest of the division to cross, a11cl during 
the mght of Dec. 21-22, wh1le the 52nd was establishing itself to the north of the Auja, the -54th Division 
siormed and captured Bald H1ll, two m1les south of Mulebbis, in spite of the determined resi>tance of 
t ~e enemy, who lost fifty-two killed and forty-lour pnsoners. As a result of this the enemy retired 
:ro.n~ lllulebhJs f and FeJJa at da1~n and the 54th Division was able to occupy these villages· without 
ur t er opposJt.JOn. A httle later m tbe day Rantieh wa> also oecupiecl. 

W dD~rmg Dec. 22 the 52ncl Division advanced to the line Tel el l\Iukhmar at the confluence of the 
a \ . sh~a~ and the Auja-Sheikh cl Ballutah-Arsuf, on the cliffs above the sea. This operation was 

lj{ea: t:t"'"'sted hv the co-operatwn of a squadron composed of H. M.:'!.'' Grafton," fl.ving the fla« nf 
shoo~[~d ];~';" 1r[achon, H.l\T.l\I. 29, 31, and 32, and H.l\LD. "Lapwing" and "Liza-rd." The ships 
and Arsuf. 0 1 and compel led part1es of the enemy to retire rapidly northwards from El Haram 

secu:\esaa rcs1nltdof this1 successful advance the Turh were driven back five miles and Jaffa became more 
8 a an mg-p ace for stores. 

"'This sp?t is no~ marked by an antique colullln with inscription. 
t ~l11lcbbJs contama the important Hebrew Colony of Pctacb Tikvah. 
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December 23-31. 

On the assumption that the general advance into the southern portions of Mount Ephrairn wouhl 
beNin on the night of Dec. 24, the 180th and 18lst Brigades had been mstructed to advance agamst 
Kh'. Adnseh and a point north of Beit Haimintt respectively at dawn ?n Dec. 23. The 180tb Bngade 
was unable to take its objective before the attack was abandoned owmg to the postponement of the 
general advance on account of weather. The new advance was now fixed for dawn on. Dec. 27, but at 
2330 on 26th, the enemy launched an attack and drove in the outposts of the 60th DIVISIOn at Kh. Ras 
et Tswil and the quarries to the north of it; at the same tnne, seven and a half miles to the west, the 
24th Welsh Regiment (Pembroke and Glamo~·g~n Yeomanry) stormed H1ll 1910, close to Et. Tueh, and 
held it in spite of a stronN counter-attack, k11ling seventy Turks and captunng three machme guns. 

At dawn on Dec. 27 the Turks made determined ttttacks on White Hill and Ras ez Zamby, from the 
former of which our troops were dislodged. The position was recovered after dark as the ene~y. had be~n 
unable to occupy it owing to our arti llery fire. A company of the 2fl0th J\bddlesex held Deu Ibn Obmd 
all day and night against vigorous attacks, altho1_1gh surrounded and cut off for se':"eral hours. At 0130 
the whole line was engaged. The enemy made e1ght assaults before 0800, ch1efly m the neighbourhocd 
of Tel el Ful. In one place he est"'blished himself in part of our line tmtil ejected by the 2/15th Londons 
who advanced in spite of an artillery and machine-gun enfilade. Between 0230 and 0630 the 2/24th 
Londons repelled fom energetic at.tacks. After a lull in the fighting the enemy delivered an assault with 
an unexpectedly large number of men at 1255. The Turks succeeded in reaching certain sections of the 
main line but a cOlmter-attack restored our original front. 

In spite of the enemy activity on the front of the 53rd and 60th Divisions the general advance began, 
according to plan, at 0600 on the left where the 29th and 30th Brigades pushed forward in the face of 
considerable opposition. The 1st Leinsters and 5th Connaught Rangers had a good deal of fighting 
west of Deir Ibzia but, when this was taken, there was not much trouble in reaching the line running 
north-westerly in front of this village through Shabrmy to Sheikh Abdullah, where connexion was made 
with the Australian Mounted Division. This advance was supported by the 263rd Field Artilltry Brigade 
and the 9th and lOth Mountain Batteries. The 31st Brigade (lOth Division) , supported by the 68th 
Field Artillery Brigade from near Tahta, advanced at 0700 to the line nmning .from the right of the 
~9th and 30th Brigades through Kh. el Hafy to near Kh. Jeriut. The 223th Brigade (74th Division), 
supported by the 67th (from near Foka and Likia) , the 44th and 117th Field Artillery Brigades started 
at 0750 and reached the west end of the Sheikh Abu ez Zeitun ridge at 0900. From now on the advance 
was exposed to constant artillery and machine-gun fire , and the whole ridge was only captmed after 
dusk. At 1015 the 24th Royal Welsh Fusiliers (23lst Brigade) captmed Kh. ed Dreihemeh and at 1100 
assaulted Hill 2-!50 some 600 yards to the north-east. The result of this advance was apparent by HCO 
when the enemy was observed to be moving his 1st Division westwards from Bireh, thus showing that he 
found hrmself forced to conform to om movements and to abandon the initiabive. 

CnDec. 28 the 158th Brigad~ captmed Anata, but the l /7th Royal Welsh Fusiliers were held up for 
"' long trme on Ras Arkub es Suffa, one and three-quarters of a mile to the south-east, and only gained 
the pos1t10n ~Iter dusk. The Tfl st Herefords also seized Kh. Almit, one mile north-east of Anat~ after 
dark. The I1ght flank of the eOth Division was thus covered from an attack from the Jericho road 
p~e-~Oth Division captured Kh. Adas~h at 1725 ;vith the lSOth Brigade, while the l Slst was sent 
Ol\laid on the left and occupied El J1b, wh1ch had caused so much trouble on Nov. 23. and Bir Ne bald 

slwrtly aft~r noon. The l SOth pushed on and seized the Er Ram-Hafat line at 1915. 
d Early m the morn:ng of Dec. 28 the 74th Division completEd the capture of Hill 2450. The main 

tvar;ce was resumed at 1330 and by dusk the division had reached the line from the left of the 60th 

1Iviswn at Rafat to the nght of the 229th Brigade near Beitunia, which had been captured in face of 
s .ro~~ oppositiOn at 1550, when the commander of the garrison, seventy other prisoners and seven 
~~~ ::i::h ~r~ t~kenh lur1ther west Kefr Skiyan was taken by the 31st Brigade at 1740, a~d the 

. nga es a a ot of trouble from enemy machme guns cunning! hidden amon th 
~re~) ~:dvifh ~~t~! co~r\r[3~efo;e tteh co_uld take Abu el Ainein (seven fmlo,{gs north-east ol A ~ 
Beit Ur el Fok d .: a_ -me owitzer of the 378th Siege Battery, which had been moved ' o 
persevered unt~ m~i~'ht~e mornmg, began to bombard the enemy withdrawing from Ram Allah and 

On Dec 29 enem D • "t· f d d 
wards to co~er the fii~P~t:~ JO~Ot~ ~-~~ay on Jhe extreme right and the l59th Brigade pressed north-
and 271 enemy dead were 1 e: I VISIOn. Izm~h and J eba were thus occupied without difficultv 
0600 the 60th· D. · . )lmed on the 53rd DivisiOn front-the harvest of the last three day ' 't 

IVISJOn resruned 1ts ad Th 18 B · ' ,. " Ras et Tahuueh until the 303 ·d F" vance. e 1st n gade was held up just short of Bireh and 
as the Kulundia track was imr ass~~~~ Artillery Bngade could get into action by way of the main road, 
2.22nd and 2f23rd Londons w!e in os~~fo ~s. hAt 1430 the advance was resmned, and at 1615 the 
winch was captmerl, after a stubb~rn d ~ Y t e Ram Allah-Bueh road t.o assault the Tahtmeh ridge 
:lf20th Londons stormed Khab 1'\ 1 h e ence,_ at l700. Meanwhile, on the right the :ll9th and 
1•.1" 15:lO, and the :l/17th ~nd 2/l;t~ L:nJrerqntous and stron~h -held position. This was caphm d 
thr ndgr• half a mile north-west of Burkahonsil~~th Bngade) pushed forward by 1830 and capturtd 
'" ,,,,. 
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• t ~lOO the 180th and l tl1ot Bngades occupi,•d the line 
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nalua Kh. cl nurj ,., ilhout• seriou' nppn,ittnn. Tinm Allah hacl been orrnpied hy the 2:l9th 
and ~;lOth Bricrm\cg at. ODli and, by :llllll, the httrr \vas hnldini( a line between Lhc left of the 
(10th ])i\'iHinu a~rcl Et Tireh, whero the ridgo had been occupied by the lOth Division wiLhout oppo~i•ion 
ooou a [ter 0800. The Royal Fh·in" Corps by timrlv information during the course of the day greatly assisted the 
ope,ations oi the S:Xth Corps and, by 'bombing the Clll'lli)''S retreating colwnns, caused him heavy loss 

and hindered his withdrawal. 
B.'' the moming of Dec. 30 enemy resistance on our right flank had died down and the XXth Corps 

tnnk up the position :;hewn in the adjoining map. Throughout these operations the Australian i\Iountc•l 
DiYision carried out strong reconnaissances and ad vancrd its li11e to the north of Dcir el Kudclis and 
1\.hnrhetha ibn Harith on Dec. 39. On Dec. 31 this sector as far as a point WO yards north-west of Deir 
el Kuddis was taken over by the 39th Brigade and the 4th Australian Light Horse Brigade relieved the 
3nl J.u:;tralian Light Horse Brigade in the Deir el K ncldis Nalin sector. 

During the operations between Dec. ll and 31, the XXth C'orps took 1,301 prisoners, of whom 
750 were captured during Lhc t!uee days Dec. ?.i -~0. Twenty-lour machine gw1s were also taken. 

The map 0pposite shows the extent of territory-all Philistia and almost all .T uda·a-from which 
the Turks had been driwn as a result of the successive advances of the Egyptian Expeditionary 

Force up to the end of 1017. 

1'o faa Flute 31 
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February 18. 

As a preliminary to the operations for the capture of Jericho the 53rd Division relieved the 60th 
on the line astride of the Shechem (.Nablus) road in order that the Londoners might take over the eastern 
front. The Hth Division detailed the 231st Brigade for service with the 60th, and the New Zealand 
nlounted Rifles and 1st Australian Light Horse Brigades were also attached. A week before the advance 
the 60th Division held a line nmning northward from Kh. Deir ibn Obeid to Ras Arkub es Suffa, passing 
about three miles to the east of Jerusalem. Thence it ran north-westerly to Hizmeh and a point three
quarters of a mile south of Bnrkah. Here the 53rd Division had its extreme right. At dawn on Feb. 
14 the 60th Division seized Mulrhmas (Michmash) and Tel es Suwan just after the 53rd had captured 
Kh. el Alia and Deir Diwan. By the night of the 18th the Wellington Mounted Rifles were at Kh. Deir 
ibn Obeid, and the rest of the New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade and the 1st Australian Light Horse 
Brigade with their Divisional Headquarters were concentrated in Jerusalem and Bethlehem. 
1'o face Platt 32. 
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February 19-21. 

On the mornin~ of Feb. ]9 the G3rd and 60th Divisions atta~ke<l the Turkish positions ;vhirh were 
held in , 0 me strength along a series of commanding heights. The ~j:23rd Londons took ~pla><h l:hll, 
about one mile eas(of Tel es ~uwan, wrth thnty-two pnsoners, at 0600. Rummon was ca,rtured by the 
·> lOth ~liddbex at oS:>O. aud Ras et Tawil was abandoned b\' the enemy to the l8lst Bngade at 0900. 
:win~ to our artillen· the. The Turks made a stout resistance across the Arak Ibrahm1 ndge t~ the south 
uf th~ Wadi Farah: where the ~/~Oth Londons were held up m spite of three ass~ults .. Fmally, the 
position was stormed after artillery had played upon it from 1:330 to 1400 .. While tins hi(htmg had been 
in progress to t.be north the Australian and N_ew Zealand Mormt~d DrvJsJOn had p~ssecl through ,the 
"ilderuess of Jeshunon and concent.rated near El Muntar, httle more than srx mrles from the Dead~~ a. 
llv ni•7htfall the line held by the GOth Division ran northward from this point, shewing an averag~ advance 
of thr~e miles over verv bad country clurina the clay. Armoured cars had reconnortred the Jrrwho road 
beyond this line but ,;ere held up bY a br';,ken bridge three-quarters of a mile further on. The Turks 
sti.ll held a strong position to the sor{th of, and astride, the Jericho road, and during the night the l79th 
Brigade moved into the \Y acli Nidr to deploy for an attack on J ebel Ekterf. The 180t.h Bngade onlv 
reached its positions of deployment in this wadi. at dawn, as the Turks had made .three counter-attacks 
against the sector of front held by the :l/l8th Londons. . . 

On the mornirw of the 20th the advance of the cavalry against Jcbel el Kalmnm and Tubk el Kuner· 
trah was necessaril~ slo'" owing to the badness of the cor{ntry. In places progress was only possible in 
single file along tracks which were under accurate artillery and machine-gun fire from Ne by l\Iusa and the 
two immediate objectives. These two hills were, ho,vever, captured by a dismounted attack clelrvered 
by the New Zealand lllounted Rifles Brigade shortly after noon. Meanwhile, the l80th Brigade l:ad 
successfulh· stormed Talaat cd Dumm, aboYc the Good Samaritan's Inn, at 0715, in the face of con
siderable opposition, but the 179th had been seriously delayed in its attack upon Jebel Ekteif on acconnt 
of the surpassing mali~nity of the terrain. On one line only was advance possible, and, alter a bombard
ment "hich lasted tmtil 0800, the 2/L5th Londons stormed the first line trenches. Co-orention 
between the two brigades now became possible and the 2/18th Londons and a battery gave assistance 
on the left flank of the l79th Brigade against Turkish positions at Rujm el Kibliyeh, from "·hich an 
enfilading machine-gun fire was causing annoyance. During this advance two Turkish machine gm s 
were captured and turned upon the Turks in the Rujm el Kibliyeh positions with excellent effect. The 
sUlllmit of J ebel Ekteif was captrrrecl about noon. · 

The rest of the I 80th and the l8lst Brigades \Yere also delayed further to the north bv bad countrv, 
enemy resistance. and the destruction of the road which imped~cl the progress of the guns, but by• clu~k 
the 18lst bad mo ved. forward nearly three miles and occupied a line from the ridge above the Wadi Farah, 
astncle the \Vaclr Rrpn up to the nclge to the south of the Wadi el Makuk. After dark two battalions 
of the 23lst Brigade relie,·ed the l8lst on the front north of the Ras et Tawil-Kuruntul track which ruts 
da..•m the Wadi Rijan. 
~ Further to the south the lst Australian Light Horse Brigade passed through the gorge of the Wadi 
hum~an and reached the plam on the north-western shores of the Dead Sea. It took up a position along 
the \Vadr .Jofet Zehen at 1800 and, early next mornmg, started north across the slimv. marlplain and 
r;~~hed J.cncho a; 0820. At OGOO on the morning ?f Feb. 21 the New Zealand lllounted Rifles 
Luoade "rth the ~/14th Londons and the lOth J\llountam Battery had occupred Nebv J\llusa and it now 
became apparent that the Turks had retired during the night along their whole line. · The 60th Division 
thereupon advanced to Ru]m esh Shemaliyeh-Kh. Kaknn and Jebel Kuruntnl overlooking Jericho. the 
lst. Austral~an Lrght Horse Bngade pushed out patrols from Jericho towards the Wadi Aujab in the 
'~otth and El Gboramyeb, where the enemy shll held a bndgehead, on the west of the Jordan. To tlw 
~~uth the New Zealand Mounted Rrfies Brigade occupied Rujm el Bahr (Dead Sea Post) with a squadron 

1ms serzmg the Turkish base upon the Dead Sea with its workshops. The acquisition of this landinu
]'hac~'bwa.sfiafteArwards of great imp,ortance in opening communications with the Northern Operations :f 
'-' e n en an rmy when 1n the Ke-rak area. 

During these operations one enemy aeroplane wa~ Lruught down in front uf the G;;nl Divisiuu. 
'IV {tl.!'l 1-'lute 33. 
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March 21. 
h rthern front at the becrinning of March, by the X:Kth and XXlst Corps, 

. After the advance on t 0 ~0 to the line on whi~h it remained until September, a raiJ upon the 
wbJCh pul~bed thf e front aln.',ot,'onuspJ·n Gilead along which be was feeding his forces eng~~ed agamst the 
enemy's mes o oommumc, . ' f d f thi . , kn f o · · th H · z was deeided upon. A special force was orme or s nuu, · own r m 
Shertfian troops m · e e1a ' G • , It 'st d f 
the name of its Commander as " Shea's roup. cons1 e . o :-

The Au~tralian and New Zeala.nd Mounted Dtvtston. 
The 60th (London) Division. 
The Imperial Camel Corps Brigade. 
lOth Heavy Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery. 
!)th British Mountain Artillery Brigade. 
Light Armoured Car Brigade. 
Army Bridging Train. 
De<~ert Mounted Corps Bridging Train. 

On ]\'[arch 21, Group Headquarters, the cavalry and the c.a~ds were .at Talaat ed Dumm (except a 
briaade at Neby Musa with the armoured cars), the 60th D_J~S10D wa~ m the Wa~ Nueiameh (except 
a battalion of the 180th Brigade in the Wadi Kelt), the DIV1_swnal Art1llery was disposed to co~er the 

· at Gl1oraniveh and Ha]'lah the Mountain Guns were nnmechately south of the Wad1 Nuetameh, 
crossmgs " . ' . 1 · h \\' d' K Jt and the Bridging Trams were partly near J encho and yart y m t e a 1 e . . 

Reconnaissances had sbewn that the Jordan at t.bts tune of year was 11llfordable at any ~vallable 
point and that the only practicable places for throwing bndges across were Makhadet, Ha] lab, and 
Ghoraniveb. It was decided that the cavalry and camel~ should cross by ~ steel pm:toon bndge at 
Hajlah, 'while a standard pontoon bridge, a heavy barrel pier bndge, and an mfantry bndge were to be 
built for the COtb Division at Ghoraniyeh. The 180th Bngade was mstructed to force both crossmgs, 
with artillery support, and establish bridgehe~ds to cover the bndge bmlders. Fcmts at Au]ah, 
Mandesi, Enkhola, Yehud, and Henu fords were to bold the enemy oppostte these places 11h1le the 
180th Brigade forced the passage in between. . . . . . . 

At 1500 on March 31 the enemy reinforced h1s pos1t10ns at Ghoramyeh Wlth 600 mfantry and sent 
two squadrons of cavalry to Hajlah. . . . . 

At midnight the first attempts to cross the nver by sWJmmmg were made at Ghoramyeh, but there 
was so much flood water in the Jordan that the switumers of the 2/17th Londons were unable to make 
headway against the current. Repeated attempts were also made to cross in punts or on rafts but these 
VTere, for the same re aeon, unsuccessfuL Our continued activities alarmed the enemy who opened fire and 
thus further complicated an already difficult operation. 1\IeaJmhile the 2 / lllth Londons and the 
Australian Engineers of the Desert Mounted Corps Bridging Train haJ been more fortunate at 
Hajlah. 'l'heir swimmers* had got across unobserved and at 0120 on 1\Iarch 22 the first raft, 
holding twenty-seven men, was ferried across. Ten minutes later orders were given that the attempt 
to cross at Ghoraniyeh was to be abandoned for the time. Accordingly the 180th Brigade Headquarters, 
and the 2f20th Londons moved down to Hajlah leaving the 2/17th Londons, some machine guns, and 
four guns of the 180th Trench Mortar Battery opposite Ghoraniyeh. 

At 0500 the 179th Brigade Group moved into a concealed position west of Hajlah, and the 18lst 
Brigade moved to Tel es Sultan at dawn. 

Shortly after dawn an enfilade fire from enemy machine guns was brought to bear on our rafts from 
a commanding hill some 1,000 yards north-west of the crossing-place at Hajlah. Only eight m 3D could 
be sent over at a time and these had to be at the bottom of the raft. One load had seven men l!it. Two 
sections of the 180th Machine Gun Company provided covering fire and, by 07<15, the whole of the 2/19tb 
Londons were across the river. The 2/18th Battalion London Reginlent, which had reached Hajlah at 
0!30, then began to cross and by 0810 the first pontoon bridge was finished. By noon the 2/18th Londons 
were also across and .at 1315 e~orts were made to enlarge the bridgehead, but owing to enemy machine
gun fire and the density of the Jungle on the eastern bank of the river little could be effected. 

The efforts of the 18lst Brigade to _cross at Ghoraniyeh at midnight again failed owing to the swift
ness of the current, and 1t was not unttl the mornm<> of March 23 that raftina became possible here after 
the s~mers bad got across to the other bank from which the enemy had been°driven by our concentrated 
machme-gun fire. 

At 0400 the Auckland Mounted Rifles began to cross at Hajlah in order to clear the enemy out of 
the country on the east bank as far north as Ghoraniyeh, and later a regiment of the 1st Australian Light 
Horse Bngade was sent to Hajlah to clear the country to the east and south-east of the new bridge. 'rhe 
AucJr!and Mounted Rtfles galloped ~owtl: a n~ber ?f Turkish detachments and secured the gl'l)unu 
covermg Ghoramyeh by noon, capturmg s1xty-etght prJSoners and four machine guns. At 0915 a landing 
party which had crossed the Dead Sea in motor boats and landed on the Turkish side of the J orua;, 
Jomed up Wltb the 180th B~igade at a point about three miles north of the Dead Se~. 
tb J'te s.econd pontoon bndge at Hajlah, 600 yards upstream from the first, was finished at 13:30 and 
b e r ! ~antry bndge at Ghoraniveb was ready bv 1630 and was URf'd bv the 18lst Bri~u<k , The 
arre p1er ridge and the pontoon !;ridge at Gboranlyeh were finished b.v 2·H,o. 0 

.• 

l'Jw tHllliiO'f:l uf those Lontlonert~ \\he · ·n 1 t' J 1 1 -- . - - ---
.lf.f!.; Cpl. K Mrn·,ravt· M M . I /C ; swn - ,lE> OJ'( Dn ••n t lt' Jnglll of l\lnn·J, ~1-:.!~ nr£>, :!nil Lit>ut. G E . .Jilllt'!'l 
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March 24-29. 
· q 1 fu · ·r ns of Khea's Uronp were as follows : the li\lth 

At O.iOO on t.hc mornmg of March A llC .1 ~p~Sl :~e anll~v the 180th was between the 17!1th an<l 
Ilrioadc was in the. Wadi ]);imrm. abotd>t· bt;•othmi e dpat, th"e Ha]·lah brid<'CR The 18lst Brigade wa" on 

" . 1 b 'l >cs and had "nar s a ese an " , , ]' L .. 1 t H the Ghoramy e 1 m t, , l"9th 1 th Shtmet Nimrin road The 1st Austra 1an 1g 1 · orse 
the ri;!ht ('ou th) flank of t~e ( 1 ·tht ~ngl 0 ; ~he 6oth Division al;out one mile north of El Ma.ndasi 
Ilrigade was coYenng the c t ~0~ and N~'~ Zealand Mounted Division was to the east of Hajlah. The 
ford, and the rest o\ r.~el~~:·~~a hich had crossed at Ghoraniyeh during the night, and two Mountam 
:~03rd Bngade Roya 'Ie t d ~h eyS~st Briaade in its attack on Shtmet Nimrin at 0830, and one l\lountam 
Artillery Battenes, suppor ~ th e 179th Bri.>ade By 1500 Tel el Musta and El Hand had both been 
Artillery Batte~y s~hp.ort"tt , ke on the for~ er. the 2/22nd Londons had taken three field guns. Thr 
captured. f ~lff39th ~~ E:l ~and enabled the left of the 18l st to advance in the v:-lley, and by turning 
presence o·' e" ~ flank com elled him to retire. The 181st pursued the retreatmg enemy as fast as 
tb:s~~~n~) "t~~"~s Salt road ,eith a squadron of Wellington MOlmted Rifles in advance. The Austuhan 
f~, erial Porce Airline Section followed the infantry closely and erected an aulme to Shunet Nmmn 

per fire At middav Group Headquarters moved from the JUnction of the :Jencho and ,Nebi Mu~a 
~::ds abo;1t one and q1;arter mi les below Talaat ed Dumm, to the west bank of the Jordan at Ghc!famre"; 
At 1ioo the ~ncl Australian Light Horse Brigade was at Tele1ll\1ushm and began foll~wmg up tl.c \\ad. 
K £rein reach in a Rujm el Oshir, six miles further on, at 15~0. Here Its advance "a~ delayed by the 
baed state of the trat'k, which was fo1md t.o be impassable for wheels. All wheel transport had to he With
drawn to Sbunet Nimrin and the ammunition transferred t~ camels. In many cas's the horses and 
camels had to be dragged, p1"hed, and even lifted up the slippery track along wh~eh they could onlv 

· ·1 fil "'be New Zeahncl Mounted R1fles Brwade was movmg north·eastwards along the 
n.tove 111 ::;mg e t>. .1. ~· . 0 1 · d b t t ·1 t 
Wadi Jofet el UhazlaniYe, and the head of the Imperial Camel Corps Bn(la e was a on, wo m1 es wes 
of Kabr Mujahid. By dusk the l 8l st Brigade had advanced about four m1les up the Es Salt road b ;yond 
Shunet Nimrin and was in touch with the enemy who was holdmg positiOns. astnde ?f the roal .. 

Mart'h 25 was very wet, and the cavalry and camels found great d1tficulty m reachmg ]\ tnur. 
seven miles from Rujm el Oshir, by 1030. The 181st Bngade wa~ also much hampered by the mud 
and did not reach a point within a mile of Es Salt until 1615. Salt Itself, wh10h had been evacuated by 
the enemy, was occupied by the 3rd Australian Light Horse Regiment at 1800 and br the l79th Brigade 
at midnight. No opposition had been made to the1r advance by way of the Arsemyat tra~k. 

On March 26 the cavalry continued their march from Naam m heavy ram, and at 0;)00 the 2nd 
Australian Liaht Horse Brigade joined the New Zealand Mounted R1fles Bngade at the croes-roade 
one mile east ~f Es Sir. The 2nd Australian Light Horse Brigade then pushed out north of the Amman
Es Salt road capturina 170 prisoners near Sweileh. At 1400 the Mounted Division found it necessarv 
to rest men and horse~, b>lt sent a raiding party which blew up the Hejaz railway, seven miles south of 
Amman, during the night. 

At 0500 on the morning of March 27 the l8lst Brigade (less two battalions), 'vhich had handed 
over the defence of Es Salt to the 179th, advanced towards Amman with three monnt~in batteries. 
The advance was, however, interrupted by the incidence of a local feud which h~ppenod to be in 1 r 1gress 
Lctween the Circassians of Swcileh and the Christian Arabs of El Fuheis. Tho coltunn halt'd for the 
night two miles east of Sweileh. The cavalry started for Amman at 0900, and the New Zealand l\1ounted 
Rifles Brigade reached Ain Amman at 1030 with the 2nd Australian Light Horse Briglde within 1hree 
miles of Amman Station on the left. The Imperial Camel Corps Brigade at 1100 advanced on An m'n 
village but was held up by enemy fire. At 1500, after much delay in crossing the Wadi Amman the 
New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade reached the railway south of Amman, but the 2nd Australian Light 
Horse Brigade were unable to reach it to the north. Demolition parties were usefully employed in des
troying the line and its culverts in the direction of Libben. During the night the 2nd Australian Light 
Horse Brigade succeeded in destroying a two-arch bridge on the railway seven miles north of Amman. 

At 1100 on March ~8 the two battalions of the l8lst Brigade which had been left in Es Salt, started 
for Amman. During the day the defence of Es Salt was strengthened by the 2fl4th and ~J16th Londons, 
who eame up from El Howcij, whither they had proceeded on the ~7th for supply purposes. Thus, by 
evenmr;;, the whole of the 179th Brigade, except the 2/l3th Londons (still at El Howeij), the 3rd Australian 
L>ght Horse. Reg>ment, and two hoWltzer batteries, were at Es Salt. During the morning t\wnty-two 
Turkish lomes were destroyed by the Armoured Car Brigade on the road between Salt and 1:-lwei· c \. 
At 1430 an .enemy for?e was observed by the 1st Australian Light Horse Brigade advancing along the 
road from Jisr ed Damieh, and two batteries of Royal Field Artillery moved out in support of the cavalry. 
Meanwh>le the attack on Amman had begun at 1300 when the ~/~3rd Londons on the right and the 
2/2lst Lonclons on the left, advanced parallel to the north of the Sweileh-Amman ro~cl~ a~ainst the 
eastern bank of the Wadi Amman. They were supported by the 9th Mountain Artillery Brigade, ~hi eh aL'" 
shelled lhll 3039 to assmt the advance of the New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade. The advance over 
absolutely exposed ~ro1md was held up by intense enemy machine-gun and rifle fire ahont l,OlO van's 
to the north·west of Amman. Further artillery support was difficult owin" to lack of observation. and 
cn-operatwn on the flanks became essential for a continuance of the att~ck, but the ~nd Australian 
Light Horse Bnga<le on the left and the Imperial Camel Corps Bri"ade on the ri"ht haLl heen unablt• to 
1110~'.' , ~·lule the New Zealaml Mounted Rifles Bri~:t<ll' was hdd up0 by machine·itm fir,• fro111 Hill 3ll39. 
whuh <.Oiiillt:lt<'d AtuL.~n from the south·east. Durin~ the aftenwun the 2/17th un.l ~.lRth Lumlons 
Ji• j;.t.,. l'late ;;.). 
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t rocecd from Es Sir to support the J8lst Brigade. On our ldt the 2f20th Londons and 
were ord~rcd ·~ p ured cars were sent to support !he 1st Australian Light llorRe BrJgadc: 
a bat~~~;10°!0";;:~o heavy mins the Jordan bridges had been subjected to a very heavy str.am. by the rush 
f ~ l d ~t Tl'" l.o.rda11 had ri<cn nine feet in a very few hours, and only one bnd~e With 1ts causeway o uoo -wa er. .l .... • ~ '"' • • 

had been kept open at Ghorani1·eh. . f 1 · At 1730 thirteen enemy ae~oplanes bombed Shunet Nin1rin causmg a number o casua ties among 

the camels. . 1 d An St f (t 'I d. t t Durin!! t.he morning of ~1arch 29 enrmy reinforcements reac 1e 1n1an a 1on ~o m1 es IS an 
from Amll;an village), and the enemy tried to work round the left flank of the 181st Bngade through a 
Na which existed between it and the 2nd Australian L1ght Horse Bngade. There were ~till hopes, 
b p . tl at the enemv intended to evacuated Amman, and preparatiOns were made for a mght attack 
a~~ e~tei.53~ a battery of Royal Horse Artillery started for Anlman from Shun et Ninnin. At Salt the 
enemy began to show considerable activity and tned to work round the left flank of the 179th Bngade. 

March 30 to April 3. 
At 0300 on March 30 the night attack on Amman began, and at 0130 the New Zealand Mounted 

Rifles Brigade captured part of Hill 3039 with six ma?hine guns, but it w~s unable to secm:e the rest 
of the bill. On their left the Imperial Camel Corps Bngade captured t';.o lmes of trenches w1~h. twel.ve 
prisoners, but the 181st Bngade was 1mable to reach the Wadi Amman north of the Citadel m sp1te 
of the capture of 135 prisoners and four machme gm1~ by the 2/22nd Londons. The 2/18th Londo'7s, 
between the 2 22nd Londons and the In>penal Camel Corps Bngade to the south, got mthm half a m1le 
of the "Citadel,'' but were held up by the heavy frontal fire. Repeated counter-attacks were directed 
against the 2t3lst Londons on the left of the 18lst Brigade. Stubborn hand-to-hand fighting ensued 
and the enemy was constantly repulsed with satisfactory losses, but no contact could be made with the 
3nd Australian Li~ht Horse Bri<>ade on the extreme left. Troops of the New Zealand Mounted R1fles 
Brigade entered A~nman village "at 0900 but were fired upon from the houses, and the Imperial Camel 
Co;rs Brigade was held up by enfilade machine-gun fire from both flanks. At this tinle the Royal Horse 
Artillery battery which had left Shunet Nimrin on the previous day, came into action. At llOO a Turkish 
counter-attack against Hill 3039 was dispersed by artillery fire, but the Imperial Camel Corps Brigade 
could make no further progress, while the northern (left flank) of the 181st Brigade was hard pressed 
by the enemy. At 1500 after an artillery bombardment the 2/lSth Londons again stonned the " Citadel " 
but was checked within 400 yards of its objective by machine-gun fire from the right flank. Meanwhile 
the New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade was being heavily shelled on Hill 3039, and enemy reinforce
ments were arriving from the north. 

During the day the situation at Es Salt had become somewhat complicated owing to the arrival 
of enemy reinforcements in the vicinity of Kefr Huda, on the Jebel Osha, two miles north-west of the 
town. A battalion of the 180th Brigade was sent up from Nimrin to Howeij and the 2/13th Londons 
were brought back to Salt from the direction of Animan. The•enemy attack from the direction of 
Kefr Huda was defeated at 2255, and the 3rd Australian Light Horse Regin1ent in a skirmish captured 
three pnsoners, three machme guns, and killed fourteen Turks. During the night the withdrawal from 
Amn1an began. 

At 0715 on March 31 the Imperial Camel Corps Brigade reached Es Sir, and the evacuation of the 
wmmded from the advanced dressing stations was completed by 1000. The 18lst Brigade withdrew 
fro~1 Its ongmal posJtwns before the last attack on Amman, by way of Sweileh and Es Sir, in order to 
avmd the Anunan-Fnhats. road. The 2nd Australian Light Horse Brigade covered this withdrawaL 
The infantry reached Es Su lust before dusk and continued marching along the track, which was ahnost 
1mpassable for camels, m ram and darkness. 

At 1055 the 30lst Field Artill~r.Y Brigade and "B" 303rd Battery took up positions west of the 
J orda!ll to cover the crossmg of divlSI?nal troops and two batteries of armoured cars, after dusk. 

On Apnl 1 th~ retuement contmued and, during the night, the 179th Brigade withdrew from 
Es Salt mthout mmdent, after blowing up the whole of the captmed ammunition. 
h dBy 0500 on Apnl2 the 2/17th and 2jl9th Londons rejoined the 180th Brigade and formed a hridge
L~!Itt ~tJl rehe.ved by the 1st Austrahan L1ght Horse Brigade and one regiment of the 2nd Australian 
he:d t orse Bngade, next day. The wJtbdrawal of the whole force, with the exception of the bridge-

! rooT's, was completed by the evemng of April 2, without interference from the enemy . 
. . . n sptte of the trouble caused by flood-water in the river and of the feet that Jar"e numbers of 
~mh:n ~~fugees from Es Salt, as well as 986 prisoners and 30,000 anilllals, had to use the ~idges in arldi-

10111 ° e troops, no delay of any km<]. was expenenccd in re-crossina the Jordan 
was 'fJ:: ::~~~~~ :~~:n;ements of this raid were conducted under unu~ual difliculti~s, and as Jerusalem 
••tablished :- o whwh cases could be evacuated, the following stations and relay poste were 

(1) Talaat eel Dnmm. 
(2) Main dressing station near Jer· h 'th · 1 · · 
(3) M · d · . lC 0 WI spema operatmu 1m1t for serious cases 

am ressmg stahon Shunet Nimrin. " · 
((;)) ~1dvtanced1 dressing station and motor amhulance relav Es Salt 
·' "u or amJulanee relav four m'! , t f E R 1 ·' · (0) Ad, , d 1. . · '. I es. eas 0 s • at, on the Antman road. 

]J . th lance 'ressmg statwn, two nules west of Amman 
Urlllg e raul, I ,88(; sick awl II'Ollnded were evaeuakd. . 

'li• ji11·r /'lute JIJ. 
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April 29. 
Tlw seoond raid into Gilead, which did so much to persuade the enemy that the ultimate ~dvane, 

o~a:n,t Damascus would be made b_Y way of Es Salt and Amman-and thereby compelled lum ·O keep 
the "hole of his IYth Army on the east of Jordan-was pmnanly. mtended to harass and, If rosstblc, 

t ff the Jar"e eoneentration of Turkish troops at Shunet Nmlfm, and co-operate WJth a Khenflan 
~~v,~nee at Es ·s~lt. The Desert i\lounted CorP.s was detailed to capture Es Salt. and, thereby, ~ut the 
the ot..lv metalled road sen·ing the Shunet Nnm"lll pos1t10n. The secondary !me of commumcatJOn 
duwn tii.e Wadi es Sir ran through the territory of the Bern Sakhr tnbe whwh had agreed to attack the 
Turks in co-operation with any British advance before May 4, the_ date on whwh the t~1be would have 
to move to fresh grazing grounds. The 180th Bngade (60th DIV!slOn). on the mornmg of Apnl 30 
attacked the Shunet Nimrin po,ition and captured the advanced works, while the 179th Bngade attacked 
El Hand. The enemv, however, being in great strength offered so stubborn a resistance that no further 
progress was possible. . . . . 

Meanwhile, the 3rd Australian L1ght Horse Bngade, haVIng the Hong Kong and Smgapore Battery 
attached instead of the Notts. Battery, detached for service with the 4th Australian Light Horse 
Bricrade started from Ghorani1eh for Es Salt bv way of the Jisr ed Damie track. The 5th Mounted 
Bri~ade' moved on the same objective by a more direct route. The 3rd Australian Light Horse Brigade 
wa: accompanied by 360 camels, artillery, and ambulance transport. The brigade was engaged about 
two miles north-west of Es Salt and entered the town which was full of enemy troops and transports 
at 1830. A brisk action in and around the town resulted in the seizure of the junction 0f the Amman 
and Shunet Nimrin roads beyond the town, and the capture of nun1bers of prisoners. The General 
Headquarters of the IVth Turkish Army only escaped capture by the narrowest margin, given as " one 
minute " in a captured enemy document signed by the Chief of the General Staff of that army. The 
9th Australian Light Horse Regiment then moved out to cover the town from the north-east to the 
north-west, and at 2200 a detachment of the lOth Australian Light Horse Regiment, with four machine 
guns, moved eastwards to seize the junction of the Amman-Ain es Sir roads near Ain Hemar. The 
Turks, however, were astride of the Amman road, 2,000 yard3 west of Ain Hemar, and the detachment 
was held up. Next day the 2nd Australian Light Ho"e Brigade reached Es Salt and Ain Hemar was 
occupied. when the detachment rejoined its regiment. 

The 4th Australian Light Horse Brigade, having crossed the .Jordan at Ghoraniyeh at 1900 on 
Apnl 29 mowd north through thick jungle at 0320, being fired upon by the enemv from Red Hill. At 
0330 the main body reached the Jisr ed Damie and the 4th Australian Light Hors"e Regiment advanced 
up the Nabr ez Zerka. By 0730 the brigade held a line running from the Nahr ez Zerka to a point 500 
yarrls south of the Jtsr ed Dam1e-Es Salt track, about 2,000 yards west of the hills. The llth Australian 
Light Horse Regiment failed to capture the Turkish bridgehead at the ford as the position was held in 
strength. By evetung enemy remforcements began to arrive from the north-west, and the line was 
shortened b.r a wtthrlrawal eastwards m to the foothills while Red Hill, some two miles to the south, 
covenng the hue of retreat to GhoTamyeh was heir! bv a detachment of the 1lth Australian Light Horse 
r~eganent With feur machme ~uns .. The 12th Australian Light Horse Regime:st h~ld the left of the line 
a .. J the 4th the nght of the line, Wlth the rest of the ll th in reserve. 

May 1. 
At 0800 on ~by I the Turks attacked in force, bYinging their guns forward. Further Turkish rein

forcements were observed commg up and the "B " Battery, Honourable Artillery Company was with
tr1~'m southwards along the track running parallel 'vith the foothills. During its withdrawal one crun 
~h. over a precipiCe and had to be abandoned. At 1000 the enemy captured Red Hill, the garris01~ o£ 

:· /ch wtthdrewto the south. At 1030 the Turks again attacked and drove in the ri,ht flank and bv 
1} IU had advo,n ·cd to Wltlun half a mile of the main position. The enemy advance "on the l~ft flank 
~has also presse1 forward m sp1te of the reinforcement of the 12th Australian Light Horse Regiment bv 

e reserves. At 1130 the Turks were only 200 yarrls away and afforded an admirable taro-et for 01;r 
machme guns. The battenes sttllm the line, the "A., Battery, Honourable Artiller' Com a"ny and the 
~~~t~~~~n!mue~J~ actJ~n, firmg point blank into the massed enemy. As there was Ill} track 1t for wheels 
trams" and";:~sha to e .abandoned but the personnel of the batteries was withdrawn with the QUn
(;,e ti~le however g~~! ~~~gd lSStJCd, the batterirs were again in action within forty-eight hours." At 
and gorges 80 stc;r, that n~a e was hard put to effect Its retrea:t over country which wno full of gullies 

B h . ' m many case~ ammals fell down preCipiCes and perished 
Y noon t e bn.gade had taken up a line r n · " f · t · c1· · 

Pass to a point just south of Reel Hill where 11 ~ne rom a pom nnme 1ately north of ~outher11 
J>O•ition rovcrecl the Umm esh Shert track fr a stan wa; made agamst rereated cnem~- attach. This 
of retreat for the cavalry at Es Salt. om the Jordan to Rs Salt wlm•h was now the on!:- !Ill ans 

Meanwhile, the enemy w&s bl•in~in~ u la 'nf . . . 
tho attwn whic·h had been ex ected o Thi p rge reJ orcements, and the Be m Sakbr tnbe failed t<' take 
lore•, in .. [.·ad of heincr an isokted b d, ; ~eft, the 1Es Sir road open to tho Tmks and the ~hunet J\inmu 
"''~'' with which the ~nemy tht· t 0 ~d 0t roops,ff ormed the southern claw of a formidable pair of ]'in-

J J 1 • . • ea ene o cut o tb.• cavalrv at E S it "''tJ h a l.r...D (J . f ,, ncm NakJn an 1 tl,. n t ~1 1 - . . . :.S La . n 1 wut t e t..'O-opt·ratwn 
m _ · .. ~; ("SE-r ountt'c ( iorp? 1t w:.us in vain for the COth HiYif'inJ tu t.·outw.ue '\ 
..,,, )U.t'6 Piatt: 37, ' 
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frontal attack in hopes of compelling a superior force to surre':'d~r. The Drsert Monnted Corps was 
therefore ordered to withdraw from the Es Salt area, as a preluumary to a general rettrement to the 

lTltorani,·eh brid~ehead. . . After having cleared their line of advance from Jtsr ed Dam1eh towards .Es Salt, the Tu:ks made 
an attack at 2000, on olav 2, against the lOth Austrahan Ltght Horse Regunent covermg the town. 
In spit<' of constant repulses the 66th Regiment came on again at 2030, at 0200 on l\hy 3, and at 01?0. 
On the failure of the last attack the Turks were chased down hill 'nth bombs. and re.tued nearly a nule. 
The 8th Regiment, attached to the 2nd Australian Light Horse Brigade, was attacked on the north-east 
front covering Es Salt, near Kh. el Fokau, at dawn on May 3. The Turks were '?goromly counter
attacked at 0630 and lost 319 prisoners. At the same bme enemy attacks were dehvered on the Kefr 
Huda ridrre held bv the 3rd Australian Ltght Horse Bngade. A post was drtven m and, before any 
decision ~~to a reo;ganization could be put into effect, the withdrawal of the whole force from Es Salt 
was ordererl. The i1~cidence of this enemy activity interfered with the joint attack upon Shun et Nimrin 
by the cavalry and the 60th Division which took place on May 2. The Turks succeeded in holding the 
caval!"." at Howeij, while the 179th and l80th Bngades were unable tn make any substantJal progress. 

The weather during these operations was excellent, a material factor in favour of the Turks, as 
the Es Rir road. improved since March, was capable of carrying considerable traffic in drv weather. 

The retirement was successfully accomplished under cover of the lSlst Brigade which had been 
brought np to form an extended bridgehead at Ghoraniyeh. By the evening of May 4 all troops of the 
raiding force had recrossed the Jordan, and the original bridgehead was restored. The raiders had taken 
in all 942 prisoners and twenty-nine machine guns. 

That the operations east of Jordan dnring April-May finally convinced the enemy that future 
British operations would be in this area, with the railway junction of Deraa as an objeetive, is shown 
by captnred enemy documents. It was fully realized that the capture and retention of that place by 
the British would involve the retirement or surrender of any troops remaining to the south, and the 
direct line to Deraa lay east of Jordan. This belief on the part of the Enemy Command led to the 
dispersal of forces with a difficult obstacle-the Jordan River and Vallev-betweeu the two main 
groups. These two groups consisted of the Vllth and VIIIth Armies west of the Jordan and IVth 
Armv east of that river . 

. The resp:ctive enemy commanders were incessant in their claims for reinforcements, multiplying 
theu difficulttes, and, m the case of the IVth and VIIth Army Commands, tendering their resignation 
on the grotmds of neglect of their demands, and criticism of their command. The Commander of the 
IVth .Army. philosophically commences his reply to an adverse criticism by the German Commander
m-Cbtef-Liman :von Sande;s-;-wi,~h the r~mark1 "In this ~th year of the war we are all accustomed 
to nusnnderstandmg and fnctwn. In th1s short s~ntence IS gently expressed what had been evident 
to close observers ~f the relatwns between the Turkish and German Staffs and individual officers since 
the operat~ons leading to the loss of Baghdad. The German's standpoint regarding his mission is wel1 
expressed m the followmg extract from a letter addressed to a German Staff Officer of the IVth Army 
on May 4, 1918 :-

" I.t is we, as Prnssia:n officers, who a..re ~ha.:g~d wi~h the ~uty of pushing forward with the greatest energy, satisfying 
complamts as far as poSSible, but otherWIBe ms1stmg With an uon-like resolution on our wishes." 

and his opinion of the Tnrkish o,fficer with whom he had to deal :-
of co~~~e j~s~~i~! !he equ~lityL of right o~he Turks ~th Euro.Peans, originating in the abolition of the Capitulations, is, 
it assum~s quite gro~~::~~~!rm~~.~ars to rman soldiers, and m many ways, even for enlightened senior Turkish officers 

th On thethart ~ the Tnrkish officer, apart from his feeling of resentment at beina driven to further 
0 er atms ant ose which would be of ~dvantage to his own country, there was alwa s the-for the 
;u~e bemg~rep~~ssed feelmg agamst the mfidel. The extent of this feeling may be jJdged from the 

0 owt~7 ex rac ram a personal letter from Fevzi Pasha, G.O.C. VIIth Army, to V on Falkenha :-
:M::y departure for Amman, in order to take tl d · yn 

M well as the spiritual and social circumstanc f over le new comman to whJCh I was appointed by Your Excellency, 
will ent.ail serious consequences. . . . ea o the new post, demand a succession of special measures, neglect of which 

"Bearing this in mind, and I regard it as ve · t · · ~rman uniform in the neighbourhood of th H ~y I;pJr. ant, It 18 clear that the employment of officers a.nd men in 
British propaganda, and will increase the alr:ad eJaz a Y~ay, rega~d~d by :Moslems .a~ sacred, ~11 fa.-\'our and strengthen 

,, For t~is reason, I shall not be able therefo~t~~a::::~~t~on:JctJOns and fa.natJc':'~ of the lllh:t~ita~ts. 
who have h1therto been on my staff nd 1 h ll 1 h m to Amman the ofti...,ers and men m (~erman uniform 
to t~? XXth (Turkish) Army Corps.*' a 8 a & 80 send t e German battalion now in the neighbourhood of Kerak 

I request you either speedily repla.ce the Ger fi . . zone with Turki.&h officers and men 1 . mha.n ymg umts Bond motor lorry columns now in the e.bove.named 
, or e se <'qmp t em throughout with Turkah uniforms.'' 

• The 'rurllih x.x..t.h Corpd w~o~.s a.t tlu.t time we:st u1 Jun.la.n. 
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The Water Supply of Jerusalem and the XXth Corps Area. 

The En,ineers ha vino- completed the first part of their task, namely, the provision of .a sufficient 
snpply of wt~tcr to enable" General Allenby's army to march on J erusaletn, next turned then attentwn 
t<> rv~ds. When the capital of Palestine I a l fallen, .however, they were agam confront~d wtth the pro
blem of pro1~ding water, not only for the army and tts numerous appurtenances, but for the populatwn 
of the Holy City itself. 

When -our troops entered Jerusalem the sources of water supply were:-
(1) Rain-water, stored in cisterns. 
(~I -~quednct-borne water from Solomon's Pools, a quantity of 4.0,000 gallons prr day. 
(31 The Pool of Siloam, practically liquid sewage. 
Our troops perforce drew heavily upon this supply during the winter, and it was necessary, in orde

to a1•oid a dan~erous shortaae, to take steps that would become operattve before the ramless summer 
1,as upon the city. The sch.;;ne proposed by the Engineers and snccessfnll_v carried out is rich in historic 
and even ro:n~ntic associations. It was based on a modtficatwn of the Herod-Pontms Ptlate system. 
The an·.,ient engineers of the Roman world had carried the water of the Wadi Arrnb springs in rock-cut 
channels to a reservoir of 4,000,000 gallons capacity, and thence to Jerusalem by a masonry aqueduct 
cia the Pools of Solomon. So now the rock-cut channels leading from the springs were thoroughly 
cleansed-they were blocked with an accumulation which can literally be described as" the dust of ages," 
including the remains of several individuals who may have belonged to almost any period. Next the 
ancient reJervoir was rep~ired, pumps were installed, pumping water to a newly erected reservoir of 
3:>0,000 za'lons cap~city at a point near the springs, whence water flowed l;>y the force of gravity to a 
l'o'servoir ClLHtmct'd on a high point west of Jemsalem, so that now it was poJsible fur w.tter-pipes to 
c1rry a supply to any point in the towrr itself. (See PLATE 39.) 

This water system in Jerusalem was laid down primarily for immediate military necessittes, and 
p>rtly in order to recoup the civilian population for the water stored by them and consumed by the armv, 
Gut the installation will be of pernnnent value to the city. The work was bagun on April 15, 1916, 
and nme w~eks later, on Jtme 18, water was delivered to the inhabitants. Twelve miles of pipe-line 
!nd b~en l~td to ensure thts result .. The d~tly supply was 280.000 g~llons, and during early summer 
wnen supply was plentiful, stora!\e CJsterns were filled in Jerusalem for the bigger buildings. Not since 
the d<1ys of the RomaJ?S hasrunmng water bee_n so plentiful in the Holy City. It is estimated, by the way, 
that Jerusalem con~ams ram-water storage Cisterns to the capacity of 31JO,OOO,OOO gallons, or, in other 
words, barely suffiment for the needs of Greater London for thirty-six hours . 

. The. rlistriet nort~ of Jemsalem, both immediately behind the line held by the XXth Corps, and in 
the reset>e area :'eat R~mallah, was extremel.Y short of water. Beyond the CISterns in the villages. 
used by the localtnh,lbttaJJtsbut useless for mthtary P.nrposes~ there were only a few good :;prings, and 
thesefot the most pm t m ~et~ deep ann often almost maccessrble valleys. The positions helrl and the 
P1 lllCipal}mes of commumcatwn, on the other hand , were, generally speaking, on the highest ground. 
~ttn~1ed ~-3:~00 feet above sea-level. .To get water, therefoj"e, it was necessary to instal pumping plant 
Ill or er t? rmse the prod~tct of the spnngs. In some cases a total lift of 1.000 feet harl to be attained 
necessttatmg rela_v pnmpmg station and reservoirs. · 

The principal supplies in the hills were:-
(1) Wadi Reiya and Wadi Zerlm to El Luhhan. 
(2) From the Wadi Darah to Umm 8nffa. 
(3> A graYitation supply to a point north of Ain 8inia on the Nnhlns Road. 
(41 From D~ll"ah,. Jufna, and Ain Sinia to Tel Asur and Dar .Terir. 
(5) From Am Ank ani! Ain ,Jeriut to Reitunia and Bireh. 

ele~·e~l;u~~~a~~,:~;~b~~ ~tf:~~~-:ouse~. et·e~t~d was f~m·teen, and the total height pumped from the 
~30 feet por pump. The total i 11~~en /one ~v~supp.Ics was abont3,GOO feet; average height about 
l t>~crvoirs erected in the area e c~n;a~ne~lp~~e;l 2;~a~O~v~rl~we~lty-el.!jht mlle\:1. rrhe masonry storage 
th1" fi~ure. ' ,a ons, and the temporary storage exceeded 

Ou the Jericho road water was pnm Jed f. th . . .. 
Talaat ed Dumm (Samaritan's Inn) .a rise lof tom e spnngs In W""d' el Fara to a watering area at 
at the bottom ant! one half-wa u an 600 feet, necessitatmg two sets of pumping machinery, one 
water for clistributioll. y p, d two additiOnal pumptng stations were inst.alled to forward the 

In the coastal plain water was bt · d f 1 . 
and over a wide area. ' Developme~t ~\~:ref:;em we Is va;ymg fronJ 120 feet to forty feet in depth 
p.umps and engines on the maul' . 11· 'a· a' took the .orm of the mst.allat!On of a large number of 

. \\ p S ISCOVere and tmrJroved . th a· t . . 
\\ere lllost succel'lsful in sin1:ing for water. m e ts net. Bonn~ sections, too, 

;, u,·e Plu.te :n. 
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The Septembe•· Advance. 

The day before the September advance, the enemy Intelligence Service issued a disposition map, 
which was captured in the headquarters of the Yilderim Army Group at Nazareth, and is reproduced 
in facsimile on the opposite page. The information embodied in thi~ map was quite in accordance with 
the enemy's air service reports that "no essential changes bad taken place in the distribution of the 
British forces." No change is shown. The move of the 60th Division into the XXIst Corps area, and 
the concentration of the cavalry on the coast, not to mention the alteration in the front of the lOth 
and 53rd Divioions, are passed nnnoticed. The latter was apparently considered as being in reserve to 
sector lately occupied by the Desert Monnted Corps. The 6th Poona Division (at the time in Mesopo
tamia) is shown as being within ten miles of the front line, though to be fair, its exact location is queried. 

The position of General Headquarters is not shown, and that of the XXIst Corps Headquarters i~ 
placed eleven miles away from where it was actually to be found. The French troops up in the line arc 
queried a:; Italian,, 

Jl1 fuce Flute 40. 
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September 18. 

On this clay the preliminary concentration was complrte. The divisions detailed for the main 
attack, 60th, 7th, 75th, 3rd, 51th, and the French contmgent, bad actu>tll}~ taken up theu positiOns, 
the troops previously holding the coastal sector havmg dosed up on to theu own fronts of attack to 
mak~ room for them. 

The cavalry were concealed in the orange and olive groves, two divisions immediately north and 
east of Jaffa, and one (the Australian Mounted Division) near Ludd; all were w1tlnn easy reach of the 
positions of assembly which they were to occupy durm~ the mght 18th-19th. . 

On the right the lOth and53rd DIViSions had closed m thetr outer flanks, west and east respechvely, 
leaving their centre from Kefr Malik to .Jiljulia covering the main Jerusalem-Nablns road to be ocrup ted 
b1• "\Vatson's Force," a composite detachment formed from the XXth Corps cavalry regiments, two 
pioneer battalions, and the XXth Corps reinforcement camp. The 53rd Division were in position to 
launch their preliminary attack on El Mugheir as soon as darkness fell, and thus bring forward the 
ri:;ht flank of the corps preparatory to further advance. 

The way in which this preliminary concentration was carried out and concealed from the enemy, 
was one of the most remarkable achievements of the whole operations. A hostile aeroplane reconnais
sance on the 15th reported as follows: "Some regrouping of cavalry units apparently in progress behind 
the enemy's left flank; otherwise nothing unusual to report " ; and this at a time when three cavalry 
divisions, five infantry divisions, and the majority of the heavy artillery of the force were concentrated 
between Ramleh and the front line of the coastal sector, there being no less than 301 guns in place of the 
normal number of seventy. 

On the same date the enemy Intelligence Staff was advised in another aeroplane report that General 
Allenby's headquarters at Bir Salem was ·'infantry camp, two battalions." 

Prisoners fr_om the colS tal plain and the lower foothills of the J udre~n range say that they had been 
told that the Br1ttsh would make~ big attack about the 18th, but they had so often been given the same 
warmng that no attentiOn was paid to this one. That the Chief Command were uncertain as to which 
part of the front would be attacked is indicated by the fact that nowhere were troops grouped in reserve 
who could make an effective c?unter-attack. New units arriving on the front were dispersed, and the 
move, JUSt preVIous to operatwns, of two German battal ions from the west to east of Jordan was 
counter-balanced by the move of a strong Tnrkish regiment-the 191st-from the east to the west of 
the nver. 

To (ace .Pitlle 41. 
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September 19. 

The attack was launched at OHG after o11ly a ljllarter of an hour's bombardment, and broke clean 
throurrh the Turkish deiences on the coast with haruly a pause. On the nght near Rafat the French 
conti1~ent encountereLl determined opposition, and probably the hardest fighting of the day took place 
here a~d at Et Tireh, where the 7:)th Division only dislougeu the reserves of the Turkish XXIIncl Corps 
(Rafet Bey) after a sharp struggle. . , . . . 

But to take the main attack as a whole, the hackne~·ed expresswn that ' It went entucly aecord1n~ 
t1 plan" is quite inadequate; the pace at which the infantry broke clown the oppcs"tion and the cavalry 
rrot throu"h and awa1· exceeded the most sanauine hopes. By 0730 the 5th Cavalry Division were 
~rossing the Nahr Falik: and by midday they wer~ across the Iska~cleruneh; and the -lth Cavalry Divisien, 
thouah at first delayed by the 1Yire and trenches which they had to era"', were little belnncl them. Bv 
evening the cavalrv.were 'in the positions shewn, and the 4th and 5th Di1•isions had feel and watered and 
werJ ready to continue their advance. 

There is little more to be said about the infantry beyond what is shewn on the map. The Gl)th 
Division, after marching and fighting for ei~hteen miles, mostly over heavy sand, carried Tu! Keram 
before dark. The 7th Division had reached the foothills about Et Taiyibeh; while the 3rd (Lahore) 
Divi,ion, after taking its first objective changed direction eastwards, carried the stronp: "·orks rOtmd 
Kalkilieh, Jiljulieh, and Hableh, and established itself in the foothills to the cast. A pipe-line, 7,000 
.Yards in length, was laid in eight and a quarter hours by the Royal Engineers, while operations were 
in progress, from the mill-race on the Nahr el Auja, and conveyed 4,000 gallons per hour to Jiljnlieh, 
where storage was arranged the same clay for 70,000 gallons. The 5!th Division and the French had 
secured all their objectives and were sufficiently advanced to support the northern flank of the lOth 
Division, which had orders to start its advance that ni"ht. 

The 75th Division having disposed of all Turkish" troops round Et Tirch, remained in that area 
and became Army Reserve. 

On the hont of the XXth Cor~s (53rd and lOth Divisions) there was no movement during the clay; 
the 53rd DIVISion consolidated the !me of Ell'!Iugheir which it had successfully captured the night before. 
At 1535 telegraphic ordHs were sent for both these divisions to st:J.rt their main advance on the ui·,ht 
19th-20th. 0 

To face Flute 42. 
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September 20. 

On thi' ,l,". thl<' l;i bt1h rivi<iond ~:~~~t}:r~;;'~l:e "{~;~.::;:~~~:~~~"~~~ !~ <~~~:~aa:~~lie~:~::ks~7~r,:'flt;~!h 
Ol~Ct~pied Bidieh atll.. t,w- :'~ l. _gro_nn~ ~erw~rds with:lntwn into reserve near t hr railway. . 
DIY~<IO!l ~ttack: the) "'.:' ~=1\"tl) tluf Tu I Keram-Nablus road and though en!.(aged all day w1th enemy 

The hllth Dm<~~n a.'h ":".',' .',I.\'Iti:,;, BY evening they had occupied Anebta village and had Recmed 
reargu~rds. ha~l m; ';'~·~('~~H. ~~~tact e~nd ~vere pm:;hing forward towards the important railway statwn 

E1~~!~~~i:;:'~i~~~~~a£~i~~~~~~.'~~~~:~ r~i~~;,te~~;::c"n~l~~~~~~~"~~~\;'e!a'f!~!a~;~" tc;v~~:~~~~,r~~;:f~ 
for the time being, was operating north of l\lessucheh, and cut the ra1lway near JJC. e · · · a Y 

b· Ienth· pt"hed on towards Nablus. . 1 
"' •;he Jth Division pushed ou all ni~ht through very difficult country, following mo~ntan1 tran.~ 
over which no wheels could mol'e; their greatest hardslup was shortage of ~<ater, man) men havmn 
nothina but what thel' carried in their water-bobtleH for more than twenty-fom hours. Though m touch 
with s,;'attered partie~ of the enemy all the t ime, they had no Henous oppositiOn until reachmg the com
mandin~ village of Beit Lid, whicli overlooh the Nablus road, Home three nnles east of Anebta:. R~r: 
the en"m\· had a stronrr rearouard posted :·mpportt>d by numerous rn~clnne guns, an~ _the dJVIKlOll \\a. 
held up for a time the R~afortl1 Hiohlander" Htdtel'ing partirularh- heavily. The opposition waR, however. 
overcon\c, ancl th'e di1·i"ion was a~tride the road anrl railwaY no1't,h of l\legsudJeh b~' 0300 on ; he 21Ht, 
a maNnificent exhibition of marching ancl fighting and worth.~· of the best trad1t10ns of the. 1th (lak 
)feer~t) Division which has seen as much hard fight.in'\ in different theatres of war as any diVISion m the 
Indian Armv. . 

The 3rd. (Lahore) Division advanced steadily all day up the Azzon-Fnndttk track.. Th1s advance 
was slow in the face of strong enemy reargt1ards bnt goo~l progress was mad~ and all op~os1t10n overcome. 
Both the 7th and the 3rd Divisions had to rely for thell' water-snpplv durmg this days adv,.nce on the 
two specially organized Camel Transport Corps water convoys each of 2,400 camels. . 

The lOth Di vi<ion, who launched their attack early on the mght of l9-20th, expen encecl strong opposi
tion both from infantry and arti llery. most of the German troopR being enga~ecl in this sector. However. 
the enemy was pressed back as far as Kefr Harris before nightfalL It must be remembered that the lOth 
Division. also the 53rd Division, were operating in a most difficult country, which It lends Itself pai
ticularly to the defence ; also, on this day they were attacking prepared, and often wired, position· . 

On the right flank the Tmks hacl concentrated comparativel_v large forces to oppose the 53rd DI VISIOll. 

and in the course of the mornincr a counter-attack drove back our moot advanced troops. The ponlwn 
wa• shortly afterwards recaptur~d by the 160th Infantry Brigade, the l st Cape Corps Battalion ancl the 
l /l7th Infantry (Indian) particularly distinguishing themselves, and the advance of the whole diviswn 
was continued. 

While the infantry were breaking down the lMt organized resistance of the enemy, the action of tue 
cavalry ensured the success of the operations and the destrnction or capture of the whole Turkish force 
east of the Joruan. Pressing on all night in parallel columns, the 4th Cavalry Division on Megidclo 
(Lejjnn) and the 5th Cavalry Division on Abu Shusheh (a few miles to the north). the Plain of Esclraelon 
was reached before dawn. Here the fi.r"t opposition was met with; as the advanced guard of the clth 
Cavalry Division debouched from the defile at Lejjun, a Turkish battalion with several machine guns 
was deploj~ng in the plain below them. They were charged without hesitation by th.:: leading regiment. 
the 2nd Lancers, and in a few minntes the division was able to continue its advance; le"" prompt action 
llll~ht hav_e caused fatal delay. The 4th Cavalry Division continued its advance through AI Afule to 
Beisan whlCh w~s succes<fully reached by evening; the 19th Lancers securing the important bridge over 
the Jordan at JJSr Mepnue ten miles fmther north. As showing the rapiclit1· of our advance and the 
exten,t to wh!Ch 1t surpnsed the enemy command, the following incident might be mentioned :-

Shortly after our cavalry had taken RI Afule, a Uerman aeroplane, arriving from the north, landed 
on the aerodrome, the pilot bemg qmte 1mronscwns of the fact that the place 11·as in the hands of the 
Bntish. 
. Meanwhile the 5th Cavalry Division crossed the plain, and soon after dawn the 13th Bri,·ade rode 
mto Nazareth. Here some hard street-fighting occurred, but t,he Germans and Turks we~e driven 
out of the town and only held out in a few houses covering the Tiberias road. TheY were not disloclrrc cl 
~~only one br>gade was available }or the attack, the remainiler being held ready in. the plain tv sn1 P~"t 

e 4th DI\~SIOil If necessary. 1 dclenm Army Group Headquarters were taptmed in l\amreth w:tb 
nun~b_Prs of valuable documents, and the enemv c-ommander, Marshal Liman Yon Nanders Pa<ha, l1ims ,lf 
onl) Just made his esc_ape m hme: some accounts even say that he was actuall y in the town when th .. 

Dcaval~y amved, bnt, If RO, he cannot have stayed there lona* In the eveni~rr the whole of the [>t h 
lVlSJon were at and around Afule. c- 1""> 

The Austnlian Mounted Division. which moved forward in close support of the clth Di1'ision, reached 





Lrjjun 1bout mi·l<la)' and at once detachecl the ~rd Australian Light Horse Brig,Hlc to occupv .T enin 
Tbi~ w~l:'l acrompli:·dLl'd rarl:· in the afternoon, the brigade galluping over a.n <.>ntrcnched posilion and 
,pccdih- crushing all opposition. The onl)' remainin~ bri[(ade, the lth Australian Li~ht Horse (the Gtb 
\ustralian Light Horse Bri.~ade beini! attachr<l to the XXbt Corps) was fully employed collecting and 

com·c)·ing the priooners which bad been picked up in ever increasing numbers all day. 
In a word. a boldly conceived and ambitious cavalry scheme had been carried out to the letter, 

and all lines of retreat west of the J ordnn denied to tbe enemy. 

Tt' j~H'I.: Pl~~ote .J-1. 
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September 21. 

The 60th, 7th, and 3rd Divisions had no further fighting on this day, but concentrated and moved 
into the positions shown covering Samaria, Messudieh, and Tu! Keram, and the road and ra1lway between 
those places. . . . . . . . . 

Tne lOth Division pushed forward Wlth httle oppos1twn and occup1ed pos1t10ns covcrmg Nablus 
from the north and east before dark. This division covered over twenty-four 1mles m as many hours 
over the roughest country; a very fine feat of marching._ . . . . . . . 

The 53rd Division experienced considerable oppos1t10n durmg the mormng, but th1s dimmJShed 
during the day and by evening two brigades had reached the vicinitv of Beit Dejan and had closed the 
road leading through that place to the Jordan Valley. . . . 

Chaytor's Force in the Jordan Valley had so far confined 1tself to v1gorous patrolling to ensure 
that the enemy could make no move without their knowledge. The role of this composite force was to 
secure the right flank of the army and the Jordan's crossings, to keep in close touch with the enemy and 
take advantage of a1y withdrawal on their part but to run no risk of being involved with a more powerful 
foe too early in the battle. This difficult task was admirably carried out. 

On the morning of the 21st, it was found that the enemy resi~tance was weakening on our northern 
front in the valley, and the lst Battalion British West Indians rushed forward and seized two sptus 
where they were heavily shelled. Mounted patrols occupied Khirhet Fosail still further north. In 
the evening orders were issued for the New Zealand Mounted Rifleq Brigade, and parts of the 1st and 
2nd battalions British West Indians, to move forward duxing the night and seize the crossing over the 
Jordan at Jisr ed Damieh; while other troops kept up pressure on the rest of the Jordan front. The 
actual crossing was not secured until the following evening, as it was strongly held by infantry, but. the 
road leading to Nahlus was occupied during the night and a large number of prisoners taken, includina 
a Turkish divisional commander. During this day the Cavalry Corps were chiefly engaged in collecting 
pnsoners, who came m m SLLCh numbers that their evacuation became a Yery serious difficultY. The 
Australian Mounted Division patrolled the country to the east, south, and west of Jenin, and the l±th 
Cavalry Brigad~ (of the 5th Division) moved down to Jenin early in the morning to support them. 

The 13th Cavalry Bngade reoccup1ed Nazareth and picquette£1 all the roads to the west, north, 
and east .. At_ 0130 on the night 2lst-22nd a body of about LOOO Turks, apparently trying to escape 
towards T1bena" from Ha1fa or Acre, attacked the outposts of the brigade and were repulsed after a sharp 
fight, m whwh the 18th Kmg George's Own Lancers made a successful charge killinu sixtv and 
taking lOO prisoners. ' 0 • 

The 4th Cavalry Division remained at Beisan with posts right across the Jordan Valley, and collected 
a large number of pr1sonero, who began to straggle in along the Nab Ius road early in the day. 
1U face Plate .Jj 
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September 22. 

Uter the 21st there was no infantry action of importance. It must not be thought, however, that 
the tnals of the infantrv were over ; for some time they were busily engaged in clearing the battlefield, 
collecting and marching in prisoners, developin~; water supplies, making roads, and the innumerable 
other duties which remain to be done after a swift advance. 

C'havtor's Force continued to press the enemy vigorously all dav . Shortly after midnight the 
38th Roval Fusiliers occupied the trenches overlooking the Umm esh Shert Ford and at 0300 m 
conjunct;on with two companies of the 39th Royal Fusiliers captured Umm esh Shert. .-lhortl_v 
afterwarde these troops advanced and successfully occupied Mankattat el Mellaha. The New 
Zealand ~Iounted RiHes Brigade captured El 1\Iakhruk and Ahd el Kadir with the Commander of the 
~::rd Turkish Division and some 500 prisoners, and by evening the important crossing at Jisr ed 
Damieh had been seized by that brigade in conjunction with the 1st Battalion British West Indi, s 
Regiment, though the enem)' still held the crossing at Mafid Jozele further south against the lsr 
Australian Light. Horse Brigade and the 2nd Battalion British West Indians. On the east bank their 
outposts were driven in, and by evenin~ the 2nd Australian Li~ht Horse Brigade was facing the main 
Turkish position in the foothills at Shunet Nimrin. 

Early in the night it became clear that a general retirement of the Turkish Fourth Army had begun, 
and orders were issued for the force to follow them vigorously, the New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade 
bv the Jisr ed Damieh crossing supported by the British West Indians, and the 2nd Australian Light Horse 
Brigade by the main Shunet Nimrin-Es Salt road with the 20th Indian Infantry Brigade in support. 
The 5th Cavalry Division concentrated towards Nazareth during the afternoon with a vie"· to a further 
advance on Haifa and Acre, their place at Afule beitw taken by the 3rd Australian Li,ht Horse Briaade 
of the AuRtralian Mounted Division. During the da~ the 5th Australian Liaht Hors~ Briaade rejoined 
its division. · 1'"1 r-. 

The 4th Cavalry Division remained at Heisan sending one regiment to patrol the east bank of the 
Jordan; and numbers of prisoners continued to come in. 

At 1330 ~he 11th and 12th Light Armoured Uar Batteries were sent to reconnoitre and, if possible, 
to occupy Haifa ; but they met with ~trong opposition from artillery and machine guns a few m;lcs eaat 
of the town and had to fall baek. 
10 face Platr .Jf!. 
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Septomber 23. 

Chavtor's Force pressed forward all day, meeting witil little opposition from t~e enemy but being 
severeh··handicapped by the broken nature of tile countr.l'. As all: ex~mple of this, tile pack ~l'lreless 
set of tile 1st Australian Ligilt Horse Brigade fell over a cliff, resultmg m all touch bemg lost with this 
hri"ade for several hours. 

- Br· 1630 the New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade occupied Es Salt, and by nightfall all roads lead· 
i ·1a into the town were covered. The 4th and 5th Cav>tlrv Divisions both had sharp fighting. Of the 
:,th Division. the 13th Cavalr_l' Brigade occupied Acre at 1300 with little or no opposition, but the 15tb 
Cavalrv Brigade 011 approaching Haifa were met by a battery of 77 mm. guns on the slopes of Mt. Carm_el 
and at lea't ten machine auns covering the entrance to the town. The Sj a·e between the mountam 
and the Kishon left little ';,oom for cavalry to manamvre, but the Jodhpur Lancers made a brilliant 
charge ridin.!1; o\·er the n1achine guns and pursuing the enemy right through the town. A Rguadron of 
the ~I rsore L<1ncers was sent over i\It. Cm·mel at the same time to tnrn the town from the south. They 
captni·ed hro Turkish nm·al guns mounted on the ridge of Cm·mel and also made a gallant charge in u;e 
fat~ of heavy machine-gun fire. The 'l.'nrks made a very stubborn defence at Haifa, and, but for the 
d<1s!1 •1f the 15th (Imperial Service) Cavalr~· Brigade, might have held out for a considerable time. 

In the Jordan Valley at 0800 the 11th Cavalry Brigade of the 4th Division intercepted a large column 
of the enem;· trying to cross the river at Makhadet Abu Naj ford, six miles south-east of Beisan, sup
ported by a large number of gtms and machine guns. The ford was not captured until midday after 
sharp fighting during wilich the 29th Lancers captured twenty-five machine guns in a single charge 
on the west bank of the river, while the 35th Jacob's Horse broke up the columns on the east bank. 

Tile hard nature of the fighting is exemplified by the fact that the Hants. battery coming into 
action in the open had every one of their guns hit. 

Over 3,000 prisoners were captmed in this action. 

September 24. 

. Cha_r:tor'~ Force pushed forward all day in touch with enemy reargnards; the New Zealand Mounted 
Rifle, Bngade, supported by the 1st Mtstralian Light Horse Brigade, moving on the main Es Salt
.-imman road and the 2nd Austrahan Ltght Horse Bngade to the south of them through Aiel Essir . 

. By evenmg the New Zealand Mounted Rifles 1vere east of Suweileh and the 20th Imperial Infantrv 
Brigade had occupied Es Salt. " 

The 11th C'avah·y Brigade of the 4th Division patrolled down both banks of the Jordan to within 
twelve miles of Jisr ed Danueh. clearin~ up small parties of the enemy on the way. 

. The 4th Austrahan Light Horse Br1gacle marched at llOO for Semakh at the southern end of Lake 
T1benas. 

Otherwise there was no movement of importance. 

September 25. 

fi htUhavtor's Force captured Amman at 1510; the town and railway stati.)n were both held and hard 
a~d ~~~ ~~~t~~~~:,~;r~I::!~:d t~!ke~~ere captured by the 1st and 2nd Australian Light Horse Brigades 

600 The raih~ay 1w1 as seized some miles north of Amman by the Auckland Mounted Rifles and about 
pnsoners m a captured. 

fi~Ilt!'::'1~ti~~:es:~ruing the 4th Australian Light Horse Brigade took Semakh after some hand to hand ' 
"laage~" which th wnh ~here a constderable number of Germans were killed in the defence of the 

The 5th ey a . .constructed of engmes and other rolling stock. 
, Cavalry DivisiOn moved to Nazareth preparatory for the advance on Damascus, 
'f'o flwe Plu.te 47. 
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September 26 and 27. 
. . · · tl .. Hsiu" 1tacc's of the ,Tonlau atHl tlw couJJtn of (lilt•a,,1 a111l 

Tlw mtl'nl~t no" began to Hhlf~ to le uo /") ,· . 't'd u l from tilt• snuthl'l'lll'lld of tltL' ~ea oJ_ 
Ha>han. In tlw north. tlw .\ust·,tlwu ~\o~:.'t''1. Il\ 1 "\0¥i~;"1\,. 11 .Jy.,kuh. [ollnwe<1 hv till' ;,[h l'avalr) 
ti:llil~t' tn m~n·h to ]);llllilSC:tl~. 'Y ~Y-~)'.:..l 1. )l'~ ~~~ .~~~~lJ·lll.llaifaliY \\~ay of ~azardh u'nd Tihl'rias. rrlw 
[)i 1·isJOtL wluch had c·on:w np flom Jts l.ll11)tme ' 1 .' .f .,'ble hd~Jre the 'l'urkish 1 \'lh ,\nn\' could gl'l 
two t1ivisillns were inh'nde~1 to nlpl)"'~ . l\m''.""'\\1' 1]~":3.m \'ttller with the iutention of !;tiling upm1 
then•. 'l'he Jth Canliry llmolllll it· t e18'111 ,\llt '~1 1j0 ;, the lie ·.1z lhil wa\' in order to avoid the· 
the ldt tbnk of th.e 'l:nrks .. "lllth wttl hu~?'~jg 11~~~ ~ fl·u\·"of the ref:·ea.t i;,, n;th Army. th,, adnnttc'd 
·1thl'ks of Ch:t\'lor o bJrce Ill t1Je oout L n te 11 " 1 ' '-' 1 1 1 1 " ·I t leh · the retre·tt 

~i§~i:i1~~i~if.~:fi~:~[f:iil~~:.it~J;£~~f~~g~~1:'i.i:i·~fi:~;\;~::~;;~::~:;~:::F.·l:~i::, 
~1f ;.,.:,chill•' J)·unascus h~fore ClH<Yior's Force could effediYel)· btn· then: retre<~ · . 18 presence 0 . 

~herifiall (;.00' 1, h; th~ north of it.' the IInd Corps \\'as still ignonmt. hut 1t was full?· ahYe to the dan~et 
whil'h it mn ft~m the energetic hostility of the country through wlmh 1t was retre:•tmg all~l the 111 '~.stenl 
·tlt·tth of the troO[>S of the j:{ej<<Z southern operatwns wh1ch preyP<lupon 1ts tlanb and reat. It \\dS Ill 
' ' '· · · 'bl tl t tl l Jl f tl I\'tl1 \t'lll\' mi"ht han· "Ot throunh to l lctlll<lRCUS interl'sting ntt't:' nnd Jt IS puss! e 1<1 lt' Hl \ ~ lE' ~ . r- . r. l'l·n· l f . ~ . ' .. I 
in time to orcrauize ROll.l€ sort of H Llefence agnmst the C;_\YI:llry. had tt not been ( t cl.\~( 01 • e,'UJ 

reeious hou;s hv the tleHtrndive activities of Lieut.-Col. T. K Ltl\\Tem·e, C.B .. aml h1s ,\nth Camel 
torps nml anHOI;red l'lll'S. Tlw part playe1l hy the Ho)·al Air Force .was also nnporbtnt .~n.n<~l.Slll.g_.that 
1leht\' in the Turkish retreat which enabled the Austrahan i\lounte<l Ums10n and the 5th C.n .tlt,\ Dl\ "lOB 

to ue( SO "OOd H shrt in the race. 
n In 1 11~ws nf delnving thiH uortl1et·u fon·e. the enem)· had blown one n.n·h of the Jisr Bt•nat Yakuh 

1 '"'w "enerallv kno"·1; as .. .T onlan Bridge"). and had fnmwd a laager of lorrll'S mth tlrltll<·r.'· au<lm·t,cllllll' 
[(lllls.n 'l'hus the Australian:;, at tlw end of their eighteen miles' adnmc·<' from i\h'J<lt'l on the :-;, .. , nl 
c:alilce idllriug which the 8nl Australiuu Light Horse BrigtHle had reconnoitred up to ~:~fed I found tlwm
seh·es fat't'tl with strong opposition on <<!tempting to c-ross the Jonlan. The 4th Anstraltan L1ght I [orse 
llrign<l<'. hm\'ever. swam the ri,·er at El Min. a mile below the broken bndge: whde the, 3nl Anstralmn 
Light Horse Rri[(nde was strong!,,· engaged in tlw swampy tonn!ty between Jrsr Benat l.akuh and Lake 
Tlnle. Tlw -Hh .-\nstrnlitm Light Horse Brigade imperilled the conunnmcatwns of the enem)· tllld tap· 
tnrc'll mnch transport. while the oth Austn1lian Light Horse Brigade kept the enemy b~<S~' at the hmlge . 
. lt <1nsk the Bn1 Anstm1inu Light Horse Brigade forced a passage to th e north of the hndge und. press<ug 
nn thrnn[(h the night. taptnred Deir es Saras just before dawu with prisouers aml guns. This operatiou 
.J,·Iawd the Australian Uonnter1 Division for some time, so that it was overtaken bY the nth Cantlrv 
lli,·i'sion which h:Hl c·ome thirt~·-hw miles from Ii.efr Kenna to a point near .Jisr Benat Yakuh. 

Cllmnwhile. the -!th c,n·alry Division had crossed the Jordan at .Tisr 1\lujamie. south of the Se:t of 
nnlilt'•' awl was ctdnnciug npon Deraa. 'l'he lOth Candry Brigade got into ,·isual connet·tion with the 
Sherifian tmops on tlie far ;;ide of the retreating Tnrks at 11.30 on the morning of Sept. 2fl. hut adnal 
c·ontad ln<l still to he esta blished. The enemY made considerable resistanee west of Irhid tmd that 
town \ra~ onl~Y ottupi~d at HightL-tll. The Kan)(> brigade was again eng:apy·d near Er Rmnte. when the 
1 1st DorRet Yeoml1nryexecuted a highlysnccessfnl chtH'ge. which t'tlsnlted in s·1tisfactory enemy casual· 
tl<'s HR well us the captme of 200 prisoners and twent~· machiue guns. After this. Pr Hemte was taken 
<llll1tlllvanced patroiH push ed on through the night towards Dema. This the i'iherifian troops occupied 
shortly before midnight. after an exci ting ntce. in whit·h Colonel Lawrence's fast camels be:1t the Rherif 
Feisal's horsemen by a netk along a conrse from the head~nmters of the Hejaz northern operations. 
Troopers of the Central India Horse established contact with the Rherifian Arabs just after clawn on 
Sept. :2R w.est of Deraa. and on!)· desisted from arresting one of the British officers setTing with the Arahs 
nwler~he nnpress10n th<tt he was a (iermnn serYing with the Turks, on recognising the we1l-knownEnglish 
expletn:e that was drawn from him b)· their propo;;al. 

W1th Chaytor,.s Fon·c>, the periocl cow red bY Sept. 2() ancl27, forms a gtlp in the operations . owing 
:o the fact thHt the m~1n hod~· of the Turkish IInd Corps had not ye( come within nmge to he stwt·k 
.tt and the rest of the 1 nrkJSh Fomth Army had nJOYecltrwaY from the Amman aretr into the inhospihh],o 
Tiaman IBashml) .. The force was actiwl~: engHged in fin<iing fresh enemies to conquer. an<l the 1st 

1\nstrahau L1ghtHorHe Brigade was fortmt<tte in finding some 1'nrks in the Wadi el TIHmmam. who fon"ht 
IPfnre Slll'~'t'Hdenng to thf:' nnmUer of 105 with nne gun. Othl'r rrnrli:s were seen mm·ina south stra(l'·rl~rs 
l ll·oh·,h]y from th· . I I· f th F 1 A n " n~ . ~· ~ '. : . e ntr.uu .. 1uc ,\ o e onrt 1 nu~·. tr.Ying to join tlw arlntntlng Ilncl Corp:-~ fnr 
ti'~t\.m ".'"~·of th<'. hostJhty of the loca; populatiou. 'rl ,e 2m1 .l11 stralian T,ight Horse Brig<Hle ]o('t11e<1 

1 · ,1( ',m, 111 ;> tJ oops of tlus corps near hastal and. on thr mon1in,v nf f.:ppt. ~7 tltPrt-' w·ts 'l fnrth,,r 
P1JffHni'IJ\P llt IJJ tJu_.. \V·tcli el H 1 · l · l tl 0 ] A I' r; · ' '. • ~ r . . . . : tnlllUITl. m~\' lit I le,-,rc nsh~;l J;IJl Lttr}lt Tlnrse Rt>•rilllt>llt. with '\t-'l'Opl~nu· 
:~~~~ta 11;'-~f ,.u pt·1•1l't>d. :~~J~_l pri~m.u ... ~·s and bHI mat'hilH' g11ns. Latt>r ~n~ tlH-' d;~y. th~ A ustrall-111 (HIHl "\ ""'" 
. l 11" ,1·, 1111111 t 1 '.1" 1""" "'"''lJSpose<l hehveellthr' \\'aler at \Vad1 el Hamuwm a111l Ealaat ez Zerb 
·'"' 1 ' "'" liJU\'llJ" uortlr whil the :\ Z I 1 ' [ t d R'fl 1 1 1 ] ' ,I I la· .1 1 tl , ., 1 ~ .. ·. ~ • "" """am n ouu e ' es "" a< eta(' Hllelll a<·ross the. Darb 

J • 111 11 ~1" .\ns!taltan Ltght Horse l3ngade helrl the water at Lehau Ktatinn. 
;;, f•H• !'lut~' .I..S 
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Sherifian Co-operation in September. 

31 d•t ·lment of the rerrular forces of King Husein started north from near Akaha in 
On Aug. f . e ~c \hen forthcomi~" operations a"ainst the Turks. The clll'eet route from .\kaha 

order to eo-opera ebm re f M Amn~an and Dcra: and was at that time. still for the most part 
to Dama:-;eus r~lfl?t ~· way o aanl,t vas th'erefore uec~ssary for' a wide ontfianking movenlent to be 
· tl c 'Ul>atton of the enemy. ' ' · · '' · . d · m 1~ \" ' That this was successhtlly carried through was most credttable to the tro?ps en~a~e m 
underta en. n as on one occasion they made a four days' march from water to water, tollo-:·ccl unme
rh_e ope:atl~ tlrat bv a two da s' march to the next supply. Nor was thrs water supply of the most 
dr.rtely after . . . L hesyabounded and man)' of those who drank hastrlv found afterwards that 
JJWJtm•• dcscnptwn. eac · · 1 ·l · th l t b · 
I "' l , t creatrrr·es had <>ot into their months and fastened t remse ves m e nasa u es. 

t rese unp easan · " · f cl B · th f h d I' ' b L' .. . ~I an was reached on f\ept. 2, then by way of J a ar an arr e orce reac e \.asr 
., u '""· near ' a ' · · h. h h d tl ft of the ~l -\zrak and continued through Umm el J emal and Unrtmye w 1c. was. reac e on 1e a_ ernoon 
1,;tb. This was made the ba•e for the operatw1_1s m the Immediate future. A rare\ was made upon 
the raihm,· between Deraa and Damascus. A pomt near Tel Arar was the}lace selected, and~ bnd~e 
and L~UII.rails were blown up and destroyed durmg the mormng ~f the 11th. A da) hgbt ~ccupatw~ 
of a point only four miles from a German aerodrome 11:vrted the mterventron of t_he en_em), and th_e 
force was attacked and bombarded by mne aeroplanes from Deraa. The work "as, ho" ever, success· 
fulk carried through, and part of the force proceeded durmg the day to the railway statwn at l\lezeub, 
wh;ch was captured in the evening of the same day. Tins rmportant pomt on the enemy hnes of com
munication was carefully burned, t\vo trams were destroyed, the water tanks blown up, and a quantrtv 
of rails bent and displac.ed. A good day's work being thus creditably brought t~ a close, the Arab force 
passed the night peacefuU,• a:;tride the enemy's only rarlway between brs front m Palcstme and Gr_l~ad 
ancl his base. Next dav the force retreated southwards on Umtarye passmg near Rcmte and reacnmg 
Nasih station on the H.ejaz Railway, south of Deraa, in time to blow np a large bridge and damage 
a quantity of rails before bed-time. On the morning oi the_ 19th the Ara? regnlars accompamed by a 
numerous following from the local tnbes and country-srde m general, arnved at Umta1ye where they 
were attacker\ by their previous acquaintances, the German aeroplanes, who were m search of vengeance. 
The garri,oll of Deraa must have felt particnlarly vir;dictive, a~ the Arab regu~ars harl,_ in the conrse 
of fort 1•-eirrht hours, completely ctrt thelf commumcatwns Wlth Amman, the Palestme frrmt, and 
Dama:;cus ~like. Bombs were freely dropped. The tribesmen and local peasantry vanished into the 
surrounding cotmtr.v, but the regtrlar troops of the Arab Army barracked their camels, dismounted, 
and sat immovable, each man by the side of 'lis beast, until the storm was passed. The Germans returned 
to Deraa for more bombs, whereupon the Camel Corps withdrew into a wadi and sat still among the 
blocks of lava which were to be found therein. By making no movement at all they concealed their 
pre>ence from the questing planes, and the Germans retnrned disappointed, doubtless to report that 
the entire force had been destroyed. The picture of the Hejaz Camel Corps passing itself off aK black 
stones recalls the story of Sherherazad in the ·' Arabian Nights," and, as in that story, the black 'tones 
came to life a~ain and bmily harassed the enemy. They remained among the lava until Sept. 2-!, issuing 
on one occasion by night to catch and kill a passing train, and on another occasion by day to blow up a 
bridge and destroy a great length of rails. On Sept. 2± the Turkish 4th Army beaan to surrre northwards 
in its vain endeavour to escape _disaster which had overtaken, the troops t; the we;t of Jordan. 
The Arab Camel Corps bemg Immensely outnumbered by this force, which still retained a certain 
amount of organization, was unable to stop this retreat, and was obliged to content itself during two clap 
WJth v1gorous rmnor operatwns for mcommodmg its paseage. Tltese took the shape of a succession 
of ratds upon selected umts. A flurry of nfle fire would be followed by a charge and a Rwift withdrawal, 
leavmg twcntv or th~tty dead Turks on the ground, and a dozen or so prisoners in the hands of the 
.~abs. In th1s wa_y, two officers, 300 men, and twenty-five guns were captnred. On Sept. 26, the Camel 
<,orps lravmg burned north through the

1 
night, was able to blow up the railway and capture Ezra and 

Uhazale statwns. Through Sherkh Mts.<m the force went to Sheikh 1-l:tad on one of the roa<ls north 
from Mezerib to Damascus. Here thirty officers and 500 men wer~ captured, many of the former heinn 
Germ~ns and Amtr~ans . Tlre state of demoralization into which the enemy had fallen is exempli fied 
m thrs. force. Althmrgh provrded wrth fifteen machme gnus, as well as rifl"' and adequate ammunition, 
no resistance was made to _the attacks of tribesmen and peasants, who reduced them to ouch a con
rlrtwn that only one l'athetw figure bad retained sufficient of his property to be able to wan pc.rtion" 
of a w~tte handkerchief, '3ay1ng: "I am a major, we surrender." During Sept. 27, the last Turkish 
formatwns e:'acnatecl _Deraa and tbe Es Salt force moved north by way of Mezerib and Tafas. This 
force was so_ rmbued wrth the doctnne of frightfulness that it thought in its madness that an exam pi<' pJ 
t:rrorJsdm nnght overawe the Hanran which was bubblina in open rebellion all round it. Conse,1uentlv 
1 wos. emded ·• to make an example of" the unhappvc villages of Tafas and Turaa Einhh- ·mm en 
an1d clnl.\ren were butchered with every revolting circumstance of atrocity but the las.t hot~ of Turkish 
:u~, ~las1t ofbJ ordan, had alreadv ,_.;ruck. The Arabs, so far from beina 'overawed and terrorised ir;to 
a uutr u •u l!llsswn to therr former t · t ·· · · · tl · d b " · Thr force- wh· . , , . <.: • • yran ~, ?.e1 e JUS y 1nce~s:e y th1~ thorou.~·hly Turk1sh outrar~t:-. 

. t 1 . h 11cdh "as re.ponsrble for rt was v1"'terl bv nnmedrate and \wll-eamed retribution ·1nd the 
UIH " w ne 1a move l t f D · d M · · · ' ' l!laU of l•i~rh ·~. c _nu 0 maa an t' ezenb neve~· reached Dan1ascus. Shrikh Tallal, a :figl1ting 

-" repute and a notable of the Hanran, wa• w1th the Arab Army. On finding what atrocitie• 
l!Jf«ct• fJ{ah 1V. 
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· · · h hRr"ed sin,le-handed upon a Turkish column and furiously exact•rl 
had been committed m hi: Vlll~~~ ,t~itb bullets~ At. dawn on the 27th, the Arab Camel Corps rode into 
blood for blood tmttl h_e " a~ n ; t tl • 1 shortlv afterwards at a point a httle to the west of the 
Deraa, s~ lon~ a Ttu1."1sh Ph acefio ts renf ·'t ~~~h sowars of the 38th Central India Horse. 
la.ilwar JUnctwn, made t elr rs . con ac 

. September 28, 29, and 30. 
oth Cavalrv Division was somewhat delayed in cro"in:J: the Jordan- a lorry broke down the 

The . · h .. h destro •ed by the enemy -and finally made use of fords. By 1800 all 
t_emporary bndge dcrfi!~tin~ ~~~eels wer~ across, but further delay mis caused to the latter by the dis
tightmg troops an£ th ". d"leadina up to the plateau on the east of the river. It was not until 2030 
tre<SID" natme o · e 108 · " d D" · · h d d t 1300 d · h d" · · h d Km1eitra which the Australian Mounte !VISIOn a occupie a · , an 
that t e hn·tlswn lreac_ .~, d t 0600'0n Sept 29. Tired horses had been left in the Jordan Valley. The 
1ts rear w ee s on v mm e a · . · · f S t 29 d th 3 d 
A;istralian Motrnted Division led in the ad vane~ from Kuneitra m the evemng o ep . . an ; r 
Australian Li.,ht Horse Brigade was engaged w1th the Turks on the h1gh ground south of ~asa at ~000. 
The briNade ,~as hampered in its attack by the masses of lava depos1ts which ~acle 1t difficult for men 
to mov; across country in the dark. The enemv's flank was protected by an impassable morass, and 
no attack could be made before 0300 on flept. 30, when the enemy was dtsposed of by the 9th and 10th 
Austa\ian Light Horse Regiments and lost twenty-five pnsoners, ~wo guns_ and seven ~nachme guns. 
The advance continued without check until some 2,500 Turks wrth machme guns were found to be 
holding Kaukab and the ridge east of it. A successful mounted attack was made by the 12th an~, 4t!~ 
Australian Light Horse Regiments, supported by the Notts Battery of Royal Horse Artillery and A 
Battery Honourable Arti llery Companv, and the ridge was taken at the gallop .. Many of the Turks fled 
into the woods near Darava. Meanwhile, at 08~5, an aeroplane report was recmvecl by the 5th Cavalrv 
Division to the effect that some 2,000 Turks were retiring on Damascus by the Deraa ro~d. . The 
14th Cavalrv BriNac\e was ordered to intercept this force and then march on Damascus. Thrs bngade 
cut the Tmkish golumn in half, capturing the bulk of the leading portion including all that was left of 
the 3rd Turkish Cavalry Division with the Divisional Commander and his staff. The 13th and 15th 
Cavalry Brigades concentrated just north of Sasa in C?rps reserve. At noon, after some opposition, 
the 13th Cavalry Brigade seized the Jebel el Aswad astncle the Krswe-Damascus road and cut off large 
numbers of Turks trying to withdraw to Kiswe, who tned to break away to the left and ngbt of the 
brigade and up the Wadi Zabirani. Others, greatly disorganized, were streaming up the hills to the 
north-east and along the main road to Damascus. The former were shelled by the Essex Battery and 
the latter were headed off towards the 4th Cavalry Division, with the loss of about 1,000 prisoners. At 
1300 the brigade advanced to Kaukab and then co-operated with the 14th and 15th Brigades (the latter 
being on the right, astride of the Wadi Zabirani) against the Turks who were trying to break out from 
Kiswe. At 1700 the 13th Brigade captured Kiswe with 675 prisoners and four guns. In the evening 
the 5th Mounted Division had its headquarters at Kaukab with the 13th Mounted Brigade, the 14th was 
astride the Kiswe-Damascus road north of the Jebel el Aswacl with patrols at Kadem :'ltat.ion, and the 
15th was round Khan esh flheha, which had been occupied at 1000. Two troops of the 1/1st Royal 
Gloucester Hussars Yeomanry (13th Cavalry Brigade) bad been sent forward in hopes of capturing the 
enemy wireless stat.ion at Kaclem. This was however blown up on their approach at 1630. The 
yeomanry charged the destruction party, killing fifteen with the sword, hut had to retire in face of con
siderable German reinforcements, and afterwards joined the Australian Mounted Division. 

The 4th Mounted DiviRion coming up from the south witl1 the Sherifian forces on its right, entered 
Deraa nnopposecl on :Sept. 28, and next day got into touch with the retreating Turks in the Dilli area. 
~or two days the ~nemy ':as prcs.ed a?-cl harassed, his columns were fired upon and broken up , and on 
i:iept. 30 the dmswn got mto touch with the othe•· divisions of the Desert Jllounted Corps, and reached 
Zerak1ve late at mght. B_,. dusk the 5th Australian Light Horse Brigade and the French Cavalrv under 
Commandant Lebo~1, attached to the Australian Motmtecl Division, ban worked across the Dainascus
Be!fut road nurned1ately north-w~st o_f Damascus a?-d 011 the hills su•Tonnding it. Here the enemy was 
trapped-the defile was swept With nfle and machme-gnn fire, tn•iu• were wrecked, ancl every form of 
transp01t destroyed. In t.his action the Turks lost 4,000 prisoners and very manv killed. 

In Gileacl Chaytor:s Force located the southern portion of the Turkish Fonrt.Ji Army at Kastal, will, 
three trams m the statwn. At 1515 tbe Commander was summoned to surrender bv 0845 next day, in 
a message dropped from an _aeroplane, but no reply_ was received. At 1145, howe,:er, on Sept. 29·, the 
Turks_ opened negobatwns With the 5th Australian LY<ht Horse Regiment on the railway south of Le ban. 
The ~Ituatwn was difficult as large numbe1·s of the lo~al inhabitants inte~t upon looting were surro11ncl· 
~i~~t eJ'urkish J?Osition. Any sign of a white flag was likely to precipitate matters, so th~ 2nd Australian 

g d orse Bng~de advanced to Kastal and formed a cordon behind which the Turks were able to 
surren er. The 'I urbsh Commancle AI" B · '" h b" k b · · · Th th · · r, 1 ey 'a a I, was ta en y car to D1 VISIOnal Headquarters 
Ze el 0 d e~pns~'::f~-~ the nrunber of over 4,000 marched into .Amman rn1cler the protection of the Ne~ 
a] a ~11 1 donnd e 1 I es Brigade, while some 500 sick had to he left for a time at Kastal The surrender 
F s~ n~ u e . twe ve g~ns and thirty-five machine guns, and brought the list of capti~es bv Chavtor's 
g:~e ~~g Its opera_tiOnS as a separate entity to OVer 10,000 prisoners, fifty-seven guns, and i32 machine 

· ge quanbttes of rmlway rollrng stock, ammunition, and other material were aL;o tuken. 
1il faee PiattJ 5U. 
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October 1. 

::<o ,reeise moment can be fixed for the fall of Dam1scus. _Politically its inrlc~rnrlence from 
T l . h Id · t'on 11•0 • l'rorlai.ill"tl •tbout 11110 on Sept. 30 while Jerwtl Pasha, ( ommanrl<'r of ur >:Is onuna 1 c :s '· '- < . • • • ,. y 
the Fo'u th "\rmv and numbers of armed Turks and Germans were st!ll m tbe CJt}. et, '" 
reduced was the· moral of these troops, that they weanly tra1led o1;t of Damascus a! on~ the 
north bank of tbe Barada and gazed apathetically at t-he Sherifian flags whwh proclam1ecl the ]UlHlatwn 
of the Damascenes at their defeat and emphastzecl the collapse of four centunes of emp1ro. N0 forr•1Q] 
""Tender took place as the mtmicipal authorities welcomed the troop~ _ahke o~ the De~ert ~lout.ted Corps 
and of the Sherifian Army as liberators and allies, ~nd no en~my ~clmmi,stratwn surv1ved m such a for?' 
as to be able to take upon itself the task of arran~mg a capJtulatwn. .The last days of Tndnsh rttle m 
the famous cit1• had indeed been full of humiliation for the defeated stde. Peo1)lc refused to sell pro· 
visions to Turks, even for gold. It was impossible to obtain supplies forth~ hosp1tals, and the Germans 
forciblY seized all available transport. for their own especial benefit. Durmg the mornmg of the 3Utlt 
the Damascenes were delighted to witness a brisk fight between Tmks and Germans, provoked by the 
rapacity of the latter over the distribution of vehicles. Satisfactory numbers on both s1cles lost the1r 
lives in this encotmter, whwh was, apparently, the most fornudable of many sumlar sklrm1shes between 
the Turks and their Prussian patrons, evidence of which had been forthcoming in the shape of nume.rous 
German corpses all along the line of retreat. In the hospitals the Turk1sh samtary department entrrel~· 
collapsed during the last. five clays, so much so th~t one of the Hrst tasks to be undertaken after the 
occupation of the town, was the very nec'ssary bunal of bodtes whwb had been left three, ~our , and even 
live davs, on the floor where they had died. Food was obtamed for the survivmg pat1ents, and the 
hospital staff was forcibly induced to resume its duties. The 14th Cavalry Brigade and Sherifian troops 
had entered Damascus on Oct. l, but in so large a city it is not surprising that both detachments 11·ere 
ignorant of the arrival of the other, and that both thought that they were first in. In point of actual 
time a detachment of the lOtl:t Australian Light Horse Regiment under Major Olden reached the Serail at 
0630 on Oct. l, while Colonel Lawrence and the Sherifian Camel Corps were a little later, but it was not 
until 0830 that General Chauvel motored into Damascus to confer with the Civil Authorities. During 
the early hours of the morning of Oct. l , the 14th Cavalry Brigade intercepted numbers of Turks who were 
still trying to reach Damascus, in ignorance of the fact that the city was no longer a refuge for them. The 
rest of the 5th Cavah·y Division concentrated at Deir Khabiye at 0600 and moved up the Kiswe-Damascus 
road to join the Hth Brigade. The 4th Cavalry Division which had left Zerakiye at 0300 followed. At 
1030 the 14th Cavalry Brigade was sent through the town to Jobar to co-operate with the 3rd Australian 
Light Horse Brigade in closing the Duma road to those Tmks who were trying to escape that 'my. 

Meanwhile, the Australian Mounted Division, which had been astride the Beirut road all nirrht 
at 0500 pushed forward the 3rcl Australian Light Horse Brigade through the town and blocked the Ale~ p~ 
road. On the way th1s brigade captured a train, with 483 prisoners, eight guns, and thirty machine 
guns, and en~aged an enemy column at Duma. The lOth Australian Light Horse Regiment charged 
the rear of th1s column, killed numbers of the enemy and captured 600 prisoners and thirty-seven machine 
guns. The ])ursmt was. continued and in the evening some Germans and machine guns were taken at 
Khan Kusse1r. The bngacle remained at Dun1a for the night. At 0825 next morning the brigade 
galloped for nearly s1x mlles across country and charged an enemy column with sword. The Turks 
were broken and lost many dead, in addition to a captured Divisionai Commander, 1,500 other prisoners, 
three guns, and twenty-s1x machme guns. Th1s brought the operations round Damascus to a close. 

Story of the Arab Movement. 
A Sheri/(Arabic plural Ashraf) in the ~Ioslcm world i' one who ehims descent in the male line from 

the Khahf Ah (656-661 A. D.) by his marriage with Fatima, daughter of the Prophet l\Iohammecl (died 632). 
There ~re many of these Ashraf m Arabia, Morocco and the Sudan, but among those generally accepted 
as sue ' only the Ashraf mscnhed m the Regtster of Mecca, which has been strictly kent for mall\' 
;rehnturJes P,~stcl-dif not from the days of the Prophet himself, are of ahsolntelv unquestioned ;uthenticity. 

ev are mvt e mto a number of I · 1· •· ·tl · h I'" · " · · · th 1. • . .1 ° ans, "mg m os v m t e :J.epz. and form an accepted anstocracv 
"1 pecu 1a1 pn VJ eges under a law of their own. · 
had !~~!he first four centuries after tbe death of the Prophet, the Asbraf were not I'CJT numerouR and 
h s yet 1estabbshcd thetr pos1tJon as a political po11·er. Towards the end of the tenth centun· 

owever one o the Ashraf f l\I t · · · · · 
a tra l.t. ' f Sh .6 ° · ecca go possession of h1s nahve town and inaurruratccl in the Heiaz 

' 1 wn o en an temporal po · tl h Id f h' h ~ '' Ash f h h f . "er, te o er o w 1c was regarded as the Emir and head of the 
ria ' or, as 1e . as or centunes been known in Euwpe-" The Grand Rhcrif of Mecca " 

n course o hme a firrhting SI .'f f th J 1 · h 1 · · 
of his d nast clurina " . - Jen o e • u lema can, by name Qatada, became Emir and a Prince 
Mecca :Ver /he FI . o the clsJxteenthd century, estahlrshecl the undoubted predominance of the Emirate of 
• ' epz, an secure for his own fa ·r . 1 · • · 1 h ' · · 
representative of the senior line of th l . mLy an exc usn e ng tt to t. e throne. '[he ret_!!nrn~ 
of Mecca as the Emir Husein in 1908 :,,~.\.nasty" fo~mde~ by the Enm Qatncla succeeded to the tlmme 
of the Bultan of Turl-ev wit! I. d.' 't so lone as rt lla• possible to reconrlle Ius positiOn as a va"al 
loyal suLiect of the o'tt. 1 Eus .i~mby as an Arab Prince and head of the Ashraf he remainr•l a 

. . • oman < lll)me ut at the be"· · f tl h T · ' · · · ' · winch came on the top of tire v· 1 t 'tt ~mnmtr o 1e war t e urlnsh atrocities m ~nli~ 
all nationalities under its auth 10-~1: a elmpts of the Constantinople llo1•ernment fon·iLiy to'Ottomanize 

. 011 } ' mace a revolt of the Ar~b nation "~ainst its uppre"sors inevitaLie. 
1u {ul't' PWte .',J. o 
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. 9 r, the o•ition of the Emir of Mecca was threatened by the arri,·al of a picked force. of 
T;', ~la~ ' 1• 1 · . PM dina Their plan of rampai~n was to marrh thron~h the Hrpz consohdatmg 

;hoOO Iur~~'tJ~;:~~:~ ~::th~rity in that principality, and then to proceed to theY cm~n m order. to re1mforce 
• e ;'a11111':' • ,eratin•T ·against .Aden. The foresi~hted pohc,v of the Emu m preventmg t >e _pr_o
lhe r;uk>'~ :{~n~ef;z rail":;,Y from Medina to Mecca, caused a much .needed de la~· m the pro~ re"' ot ~ne 
onga. 1011 do 1 E . 1 :a a· tllat the pri,ileaecl position of the HeJaz and po<s>bly hiR own authonty Turk< an t te < nur 'eel e . . e> • 1' h h d l tl t. I 

ld.b cl b th "rrival of so larae a Turkish force. He placed hnnse fat t e ea o tc na .wna wou e menace y , e .... c . 'f k 
causa and drew his sword in the defence of the Arab as aga~nst the t_U · • . 

The .Arab revolt began on June 5, 1916, with the formation of a thm Bcdouu~ cordon ronnel !\Iedma, 
where Ali and Feisal, two sons of the Shcril Husein, were in commrmd. The HeJaz railway_ was broken 
at several points between Medina and Abn Na~m; but the Arabs, mexpert m demolitiOn, d 1~ not effect 

rrh before beina driven off bv relief parties WJth machme guns, to mterrupt senousl} the. com
~~=i~ation of l\ledi~a with the north, and the besieging force, short of arms and supplies, and \nth no 
guns worth mentioning, could do little but watch the city from afar. Julcbh, however, whteh was attacked 
on June 9, held out barely a week. Cut off from M?cca by the loss of. the blockhouses on the road, and 
exposed to naval gnus and 'planes, the Turkish garnson, m a weakposttwn north of the town, pcldecl to 
the instance of the civilian population and surrendered at dtscretwn. ;\lccca had passed m the mean
time into the Emir's hands, with the exception of the forts and entrcncl~ed. barracks, held by- small 
garrisons, the bulk of the Turkish force bein.g absent in summer quarters at 'l'alf w1th the Governor-Ueneral. 
These garrisons, who had had some mkhng of what _was eommg, opened fir~ on the town, puttmg a shell 
or two even into or near the Great Mosque, to the mfimte scandal of all pwus Moslems ; and they 11·ere 
not reduced until artillery was brought up from Jidclah. They had all s':'rrenclered by July 16. Ta1,f 
where over 2,000 men, the bulk of the Turkish force, were entrenched, Wit.h Ghalib Pasha, the G.O.C.. 
ancl Governor-General, held out much longer-till Sept. 23-and then capitulated from hopelessness 
rather than from scarcih· or fear of its assailants. It had been blockaded very effectively for three and 
a half months by Sheri{ Abdullah, the Emir's second son, with a mixed force of Ateibah Bedouins and 
Meccan townsfolk, but though regularly bombarded it had never been really assaulted. 

Smaller places, like Lith and Yambo, surrendered as soon as they were seriously attacked, and the 
greater part of the Hejaz was now clear of the Turks. So far the task of the Arabs had been com
paratively easy. Isolated bodies of troops, divided from all possible relief by 300 miles of hostile, ill-watered 
country and barred from the sea, were bound to capitulate sooner or later, however superior in fighting 
quality and equipment to their foes. But the 1\Iedina garrison was in a different case. It had been rein
forced, re-armed, re-victualled, and reassured by successful sorties during these four months, and, late 
in September it was able to issue forth, driving the Arabs before it, and make Medina secure by establishing 
a cordon of fortified posts, thirty to forty miles out along the Mecca roads. This done, the Turks puRhed 
farther still, realizing that their best defence was an offensive and at one time they threatened to occupy 
both Yambo and Rabugh, the important half-way house to Mecca. But onlv some H,OOO strong, they 
had not the forces necessary to hold such distant objectives togetb.er with the lines of communication. 
Considerable Arab armies moved up from south and south-west, and the Turks withdrew again behind 
the fortified outposts of Medina at the encl of the year. 

It bad become cl~ar that owing to their inexperience in modern siege warfare the Arabs could not 
expect. to reduce Medma. The only operation likely to be fruitful would be systematic attack on the 
800 miles of the sm~le track of the Hejaz railwav whicil connects Medina with Damascus. For such raidino
however, and for ultimate e~tensiou of the revolt to Syria, more northerlv baRes than .Tirldah, Rabugh~ 
or even Yambo, were reqmred. Therefore at the of Jan., 1917. Sherif Feisal, with the Northern 
Ar.ab Army, mstallecl htmself at Wejh, already occupied by landing parties, and extended his hold 
fatther north to Dbaba and Mowetlahon the Mid1an coast. H1s brot.her, Abdullab , had arrived at \Yadi 
Ais, north-west of Medina, leaving only his· eldest brother, Ali, in the former thetttre of operations. 

~he ratcli~~ ~am?d out during the f~llowin\l six mo~th< , with British and French help, lowered the 
stren,th and spmt of the Turlnsh forces m Medma, provided scope for adventure which attracted manv 
fr~sh _Arab ele1~ents, and offered a demonstration of activity which induced many more to engage then~
se ves on the Sher1fian s1de m VJC\V of a move still fart.her north. But it did not cut off llledina. The 
permanent way proved harder to wreck irretrievably, and the enemv better prepared to make inter
~~~~t~:J good, th~n had been expected. The alternative scheme, that ·of blowing up trainR, was evolved, 
1 t er the duectwn of L1eut.-Colonel T. E. Lawrence, this form of military act.i'•it\' beo-an to rank 

"1mos1·1as ~ natwnal sport. Numerous instances occurred of small parties of Arabs under iiiied leader-
s np, l owmo- up the enrrme f t · ·h'l · · S · · ' d 1 , d d·" fi " 0 a ram" 1 e m motwn. • omehmes the disaster merely resulted in the 

e a1 an 1scom t.ure of the enemy----"om f th ~ b bl · · · · 
valuable material as the result f , e Imes. e , ra s were a e to mfl>ct se~JOu~ losses and capture 
the milwav t k d l h o one of these eptsodes. In any case such destructiOn mvartably Impatrecl 
and I aiel · h rac '~ t~e< t e number of engi~es and the amo'nnt of rolling stock availa hie, cai18ed delav 

,1 a he1avy ur en upon the Turkish lines of conununication. · 
n eanw 1 e, early m July 1917 Al· b ] db d 

up. Operations and >ro arr~nil , ,a a ta een capture from the Turb, and Sherif Feisal moved 
had been no raidinrr \ th e '1 a cou~d now be extended much farther northwards. Previously t hert• 
north, while Arab fo;c~~ thr::::n:~yb:t:ve Tehuk. Now it was attacked, . not onlv south of ~laan but 
the r.tilw;vr locomotives we d . tlMaan Itself and also the forest Ui'trict on the north-west, wht'tlt'e 
Lad tU~! TlirkH Ueen iu a po:i~io~atwJn~ lclr fnel supplt The. effect on Medina was sonu t'viJ.{•nt, nwl 
, . . O evacuate by the railway w1thout almost certain dioaster the,· would 
'iv.f•tct• Plu.te :;;;, • " 
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. 1 bl, 1 an done , 0 earlv in the current. vrnr. But, for lark of sufficient ro11in~ stork .and trovps 
piOk'" )th ''r d · ~withdrawal the'· eviclenUv cleci<led to holil on, as the les"er ev1l; for, m any case, 
to ·eep ·. c 111• fm·m~ · tl , o,f.boin~ able to repel dirrrt Arah attack. all redneed and srtlfvy-ridden 
they were ~crui'E' or some mon t:-- " ~ . . . . . Tl h 
thon~h their troop' lHtd become, both at. head~narters and on the hne of com,_numcatlOn. 1ere t ey 
rema~ned until their surrender became necessary as the result of the Arnusbre wh1rh the Turks were 
com eJied to accept at the end of October. Lines of commut;ICatwn. troo1 s who had hopeu to make 
gooJ their escape northwards, wheu disaster overtook the ,Tnrklsh armle." west of the Jordan were beset 
b,· hostile tribesmen and finaJiy- surrendered to Chaytor s force at Z1za. . . 
· Having "ecnred the adhe,ion or nentrahty of all Arabs as far up as Maan. and made prov1s1onal 
anan~cnwnts with others to northward, Fe1sal could now contemplate an advance mt? the trans-J01dan 
count~v. He had collected, from oue source or another .. some thousands ofpartly-tramed troops, beSide 
contingents from Bedouin tribes of higher fighting 9uahty than the HeJaZJS. Also be was much better 
equipped with gw>s, small arms, and anx1hary serv1ces than anv Arab army had been heretofor~. The 
Tnrks in Maan and the Hishe Forest made attempts to d1slodge hm1 from the Petra regwn m Oct. 
and Nov., 1917, but proved to weak to press home ~ny advantage they gai':ed. The cold of the 
highlands in "inter, and lack of transport. m1htated aga.mst strong counter-offens1 ves by the Arabs, but 
in 'Jan .. 1918, they were able to begin an advance towards the eastern Dead S~a. lands. There were, 
but few Tmks to oppose them, and tbe local mhabtta.nts, though Jealous andsusp1r1ous of a strange force 
iu their nudst, did not obstruct. Shobak and the H1she Forest were ocrnp1ed, and towards the end of 
January, the Arabs had taken and passed Tafilah, raided up to Mezra on the Dead Sea, and began to 
threaten the Turks in Kerak and on the railway north of .Turf el Derwish. . 

To stay an advance, which, if not checked would bring all their Hejaz forces into an inextricable 
situation, the Turks renewed, in February, their efforts at offensive, from Kerak and from the railway. 
The first attempt by an infantry force, about 700 strong, to reach Tafilah ended in signal disaster, barely 
fifty men getting back to Kerak, with the loss of all guns and materiaL A second attempt, made from the 
railway early in March, with two comparatively strong columns, stiffened by German units, effected 
its purpose with little difficulty, the Arabs retirin~ from Tafilah to Shobak ; but its effect was demonstrative 
only, the Turks being tmable to remain at Tafilah in '-iew of the probability of an advance bv the British 
across the Jordan. The Arabs re-occupied Tafilah on March 18, and, on th~ Turks withdrawing from 
Kerak a few days later, a detachment of Feisal's irregnlar troops entered this place also. They did not, 
however, stay long. The past month of April was marked by a great increase of Arab activity, and as 
a result of the capture of all the stations on the line between Maan and Mndowara and destruction of track 
and bridges for over seventy miles, Medina was finally isolated. Maan was vigorously attacked and the 
Sh~nfian forces, although unable at the first attempt to hold the railway station which they had entered, 
took up a strong position dominating both the station and the town. Further north much damage was 
clone to statwns, tracks and bridges, and the Beni Sakhr tribe gave assurances of future co-operation, 
wlnch were, at the time, believed to be satisfactory. The history of the Es Salt raid (April andl\Iay, 1918) 
showed that th1s confiden~e had been nnsplaced, and the operation did not result in the wholesale destruc
twn of Turk1sh tro~ps owmg to the Beni Sakhr tribe remaining quie.,cent at the critical moment. 
. . The strong pos1t10n taken up by the Turkish Fonrth Army in the Belka during the summer made 
1t 1mposs1ble for the Arah Army to attempt an offensive owing to its lack of the resources and heavv 
arhllery necessary for such ~n operation. The September advance made bv General Allenby ii:J 
Palesh~e cansed the Fourth Army to retire upon Damascus and gave the Sherif Feisal the opportnnitv 
for whwh he had so long been waiting. . " 

From the fall of Damascus to the Armistice. 

The result 0f the Septen~ber oper~tions left the Tnrks depressed in moral, and so greatly reduced in 
numbers as to be almost entrrely depnved of power to resist the northward sweep of the cavalry, except 
1~. th1 netghbour~ood of Aleppo. The obst,acles which still impeded the advance were chie'fly those 
0 ere by long d1stances, by bad roads, and by disease. The troops which had passed thronrrh the 
~e~sa~ area s~ffered severely frommalana after the period of incubation had elapsed by which tin~e they 

a a vance mto the Damascus area. The widely prevalent influenza also produ~ed many casualties. 
d Infsptte of these difficulties there were some examples of ra11id advance on the part b.oth of cavalry 

an m antry The 5th C I D' · · h' h last da · ava r~ I VISIOn, w IC was engaged in the fighting round Damascus on the 
"tl I dyof SDep~e~ber, wasHghtmg Turks fifteen miles north of Aleppo on the last day of October The 
t 1 n ~an lvJswn at Ha1fa on 0 t 1 h cl t B · · · 
afte h lt. h 'h' . c · • marc e o e1rut m a week and occur1ied Tri]Jolis on Oct 18 

r a mg on t e 1stonc shores f »t G ' B f fi ' · · ' 
Beirnt this divisio f cl t' t 0 "' · eorge s ay or ve days. In the comse of the advance to 
Tyre ~ natnral ob~ olnn f une ? construct a road, over which gtms were taken, across the Ladder of 
two divisions will b a~ e 0d1~npthosn;g and P1?turesque magnitude. Full details of the advances of these 

D . e oun m eu respective records. 
urmrr the advance of the 5th C 1r D' · · 

engaged a "number of the , ava J I n;swn on the afternoon of Oct. :!2, the Armoured Car Colnmn 
An enemy armoured car !~emy \ arn;;_ ornes near_ Khan Sebil (thirty-five miles south of Aleppo). 
ehased for fifteen miles On: leap .ure ' and the lornes~ whJCh kept up fire from machine gnu" were 
leaving twenty-five ca;ualties :~~Y fi~as r~n to: standstill but some of its crew escaped in the darkness, 
!lay hut the Turkish Commanuer . ~f,nsoner •. If ~nother lorry With five prisom'rs was captur~d nuxt 

m eppo 1tse ueclmed to SUl'l'<'l}(ler to the Auuourell l'ar Coiwuu 
'ill fuce Plute uJ. 
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LINES OF COMMUNICATION, 1918. 
British. 

Earl\· in the Rpriug of 1918, railhead having been estauliobetl at Ludd, and active operations on a 
b e scaie ha,·itw ceased, preparations began to be made for the next stage of_ the auvance. . . 

rg These prepa;::1tions includc•d the doubling of the ratl11·ay track from El Ansh to Rafa, t.he 1 elaymg 
of the Turkish railway from Ludtl to Jerusalem WJth a track of standard gauge (see PLATE 40), the tor
mation of large hospital centres at Gaza and ~eir el Belah, and the development of Jerusalem and Ludd 
as ad ;anced bases ; to these base camps, medrcal umts and reserves of supphes and stores were trans
ferred from the bases from which the November ad1·ance had been made. An ~mense amount of labour 
was expended on roads, which were rapidly put into a con~ttJOn to bear the heavtest t.raffic; water suprlltes 
were developed ; and a widespread and thorough campatgn was earned on through the summer agamst 
malaria in-and immediately in rear of-the Corps areas. . 

The pressure of work on the Li~es. of Communication was greatly increa,ed by the Withdrawal of 
tlte ()2nd and 74th Divisions for servtce m France; by the amval of the 3rd and 7th Indtan Dtvtstons to 
take thetr places; and by the reorganization of the remaining British Divisions (except the 54th) on the 
Indian scale. 

On July 1 the Lines of Communic~tio~ were ~xtended to include the are.a. west of the Suez Canal 
known as the Suez Canal Zone, thus takmg Ill the Canal ports of Suez and Ismatba ; and on the same date 
the defence of Tor and Abu Zenima, together with their garrisons, came under thr Lines of Communication. 

In the latter part of Auaust, advice was received that active operations would start in t.hr near 
future, and on a large scale, thus involving a certain amount of preparation being made on the Lines of 
Communication; e.g. hospital accommodation was increased and medical units pushed forward close on 
the rear of the fighting line; arrangements were made for receiving prisoners-of-war in large numbers 
and for their accommodation on the journey from the front line to the base; and reinforcement camps 
were established from the railhead to the front line in order that reinforcements could be hurried forward 
during the advance. Owing to the necessity for secrecy, the final arrangements conld not be made until 
immediately before the advance started : consequently, the night of Sept. 18 was a very Lusy period on 
the lines of communication. 

The great success and rapidity of the advance involved great activity on the lines of communication, 
in order to keep up as far as possible with the advancing army. Reinforcement camps were pushed 
forward, prisoners-of-war cages were taken over, and, on Sept. 26, the area of the lines of communication 
was extended northwards along the whole front from the sea to the Jordan. On Oct.. 4 it was again 
extended northwards to include Nablus and Tu! Keram; on Nov. 1, Haifa, Damascus, and the railway 
line between these two places were taken over; and on Nov. 16, Nazareth and Tiberias were included. 

~umming up, the lines of commm1ication have grown from what they were on the arrival of General 
Allenbv, the bases of Port Said and Kantara, with a single railway track to Deir el Belah-a distance of 
220 ktlometres (see PLATE 2)-to what they are now, with a railway line from Kantara to Damascus
approximately 650 kilometres-and branch railheads at Beersheba and Jerusalem. (See PLATE 51.) 

The troops emplo)·ed on the lines of communication at its start were entireh· British but later 
battalions of the Egyptian Army were substituted, who have done valuable work i,;cludina the holdinN 
of the inne~ cordon on the west bank of the Suez Canal, and duties with balloon ' sections Gt the rear of 
the front hne. Battalions of the British West Indies Regiment and Jewish battalions of the Rora.l 
Fustliers took over duties on the further extension of the line but these were eventually withdrawn 
and transferred to fightina formations. ' 
. It is impossible to go fully into statistics in so small a space, but the followina two points mav be of 
mterest :- "' " 

(1) The rations strength of Kantara when taken over by Palestine Lines of Communication in J\Iay 
1917, was less than 10,000, while on the day of the Annistice it reached 100,000. · ' 

(2) Up ttll May, 1917, no ocean-going ship had ever been berthed at Kantara whereas in Oct. 1918 
the da1ly average of ocea~1-go.mg ships. loading and discharging in the Port of K~ntara w~s five. ' ' 
th ?hese1figures alone :vtll gtve some.tdea as to the amount of organization which was required to bring 

e mes o communteatwn up to thetr present dimensions. · 

Turkish. 
ttin the spring of 1918, Germans were substituted for the majority of the Turkish officials and 

~:ns~~r~~p~~v~~ s~me;~at. b A " Navj " was formed on the Dead Sea, and wheat from Kerak wa~ 
Th · e ea ea Y ~otor >oats and barges. (See PLATE 2.) 

the nor~hweaktshpot odf the enbemyhlmes of communication was Deraa; and t.he destruction of the line to 
· • sou , an west Y t c Arab Northern Arm· S t 17 d 18 1 1 supplies Durina th t ' t'. S · .Y on' ep · an , eomp ete I' cut off their 

Tilwriaa' and t t e re rea m' ept., 1918, an attempt wa• made to use their boat" ·an the Bea of 
columns' which h:~'"Gort sto:es froin the northern shore to Damascus l,y camels; aho the lllotor-l"rr'· 
portion ~f the store feen etxl enstdve y used from Damascus sotlthwarch were able to remove a '""Ill 

I .s ram 1e1r a vanced bases. . 
t was not until Oct 9 1918 that th fi t 1 d · tl1e first train to ru d' · t'f 'c ~ ,.. )l'Oa gauge tram ran through the Tamu~ tunnel, ami 

n tree ram onsta.ntmoplo to AJoppo · .1 n1 f · .1 1. f 1 · · uooupied by our troops. arnveu o Y a ew uays ue ure t 1e ctty was 

1o !""• PW.U 64, 
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The Military Administration of the Territory released from the Turks, 

the Ea,, t ian Ex editionarv Force r.dvanceJ ani! more and more territory_ was _released fr~m 
As ·1 ~h. pl' pder···111.ch.ief aradllall\' became respon"ble for the admmtstratwu of a large 

Turkt'h rue t e omman .., · · f I t d tl · l .· d . bl lO[mlation The fonner had suffered from centnnes o neg ec an Je passage 
area all< a con'~ er.: eh[ 'le the latter were im]lOVerished ani! ill-nonrishcrl as the result of exhaustive 
of l'Ontestma auwe,, " 1 · · 'l' 1 · 1 1 1 d b b' ·t J · · 1 ~. ·t· d the blockade to which the countr)'. whtle under ur '" 1 rue, ta eeu sn 1ec e Turkts 1 requ~Rt tons an . · ·1 d ·I . 
b. th. All" The peculiar reli,.iuus status uf Jerusalem and the presence ol numerous puv1 ege ~cc es-
. ! . "1 tes. t' no •!so aave rise to 001uplicated que,liuus of a nature seldom presented to the nuhtar.'' 
tasttca corpora to ·' ", " d h d · · t t' f 
d · ··t t' f ccupied enemy tPrritorv. Ueneral Allcnby at first entrustc t e a muus ra lOll o 

a nun" ra wn o o . . . ·· . . · . . G 1 G F Cl t c n (' M G h 
::::.out.hern Palestine to his Chtef PoiJt.lCaJ Olli~e.r,. Brlgadll'f-. enera. . . '· . ay on, . . ,:·' ...~. : ., w o 
built up such meaeures of governm,mt of the et vthan popnlatwns as 1s _prov1ded for ~~ The. Laws and 
l1 a f War" laid down by the mternatwnal agreements embodted m the Hague ConventiOn .. Th1s 
,sa~es 0t t. ' of ,vh't \vas t·,,·hninllv '' Occnl>icd Enemy Territor)·," was entrmted locally to Mllttary aunum;:; ra 10n, ~~ .......... ·• .. · ff · · 

Governors, who were able greatly to improve the condition of the country anrl to allevtate the ~u enngs 
of a popnlatiou which had welcomerl General_ Allenby as a deltverer from the dete~ted Turk. .rhe work 
of administmtion developed so greatly that tn Apnl MaJOr-General 8tr Arthur Wtgram Money, K.C.B., 
c.S.I., was appointed Chief Adtnini;trator of Occupted Enemy Terntory Admnustratwn, as the control 
of administration could no lon,er be combined with that of the Pohtwal Department. Postal factht!es 
'or ci,~lians had been restored"and the introduction of the stable Egyptian currency enabled commerce 
to revive in spite of the necessary priority of military claims upon _the transport available. Major-General 
Money constituted an improved system for the dtspensatwn of JUstwe and or_garuzed the finances of a 
territory which had, to all seemmg, been m the last stages of econonuc distress m Dec.,_ 1917. In lllarch. 
1918, taxes had again become payable, and by the summer the Mt!ttary Admtmstrat10n was able 
to provide for the payment of dues appropri>tted to the serviCe of the Ottoman Pu'Jhc Debt m 
accordance with international arrangements. The pohcmg of the country was effectively undertaken. 
transport facilities were provided for civilian travellers, education was regulated, schools ":ere reopened. 
and the administration of the property of Moslem Ptous Bequesto (wakfs) enabled the mcome to be 
appropriated to the needs of Moslem beneficiaries in Palestine instead of its being sent to Constantinople 
as was formerly the case. Colonel R. Storrs, C.M.G., the Military Governor of Jerusalem, was able 
greatly to abate the acerbity of ecclesiastical differences iu the Holy City, and it was largely due to his 
personal efforts and influence that the Ceremony of the Holy Fire on the Orthodox Easter (May 5, 1918) 
passed off without disorder in spite of a long tr:tdition of riot and violence during the Turkish period. 
In the new spirit of conciliation, fostered by the Military Administration, the Orthodox clergy voluntarily 
removed an unsightly party-wall from the nave of the Church of the Nativity at Bethlehem, and the 
careful handling of religions questions by the Military Administration has permitted the formation of 
an atmosphere contributing to the existence of a spirit of swc~t reasonableness which would have struck 
a Turkish lllutessarif of J ernsalem as being most unusual. The deference paid on every side to Moslem 
smceptibilities, the guard of Indian Moslems round the Dome of the Rock and in front of the Mosque 
el Aska, no less than the military assistance given by the Commander-in-Chief to make the Moslem 
pilgrimag;e to Nebi Mns_a possible, went far to convince the Mohammedan population of the country 
that the mterests of the1r religwn were better safeguarded by the Allies of the Sherif of Mecca than bv 
tbe Turks. · 

The arri:-ai of the-Egyptian .h:xpeditiona~y Force was iortunately so timed as to prevent the who'e
sale deportatwn of Hebrew colomsts and residents which had actually been ordered by the Turks, and 
these careful agncultunsts were able to restore to a great extent the properties in the Kaza of J affa 
whwh they had been able to preserve in part from the spoliation of the enemy. Not only did the colon
Ists benefit from the market afforded by the presen?e of the army, but were able to Go-operate in the 
effor~s m,ade on behalf of the whole Hebrewcommumty by the energetic Dr. Chaim Weiszmann and the 
Zwmst Comtrusswn, whwh culmmated m the ceremorual foundation of the University of Jerusalem as 
a. symbol ahh of their _confidence m the future and of their recognition of the necessity of impartin« 
higher edncatwn m their own language. " 

As th~ tide of victory rolled north and east it became necessary very largely to extend the activities 
of ~he MJ!ttary Ad,rumstrat10n, ~nd m course of time the Commander-in-Chief found it desirable to 
diVIde. Jccupied enemy terntory mto three sectors, south, north, and east. The respective areas were 
adnu,nstered nncler the control of the Commander-in-Chief by General Money from Jerusalem, by Colonel 
~- de Ptepape, C.B., from Beirut, and by Ah Rt.za Pasha el Rikabi from Damascus. The opposite map 
s >ews. the extent of these three areas and md1cateR the position of the kazas actually allotted to 
Occ~plCd Enemy Terntory Admuustratwn North but temporarily dependent, for the aake of adminis
t~a~ ve convent~nce, up_on Occupwd Enemy Terntory Administration East. Throu«hout the whole 
o , ~esc cxtenst.ve t7rntones efforts are bein~ made to enable the poptlhtion to r~co,·er from the 
effdects of lour centuries of Turktsb. donun>bon and to restore the orJinary amenities of civilization 
an commerce. · 
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A Summary of the Terms of the Turkish Armistice (as published) which 
came into force on Oct. 31, 1918 . 

.-un. 1.-0pening of the Dardanelles and Bosphorus and aece'" to the Black ::lea. '!.'he Allied occu-
pation of the Dardanelle• and Bospborns fort~. . . . 

ART. ~. -The position of all minefields, torpedo tubes, and other obstructiOns m Turk1sh waters 
tu be indicated and assistance to be given to sweep or remove them as may be reqmred. . 

ART. 3.-All available information regarding the mines in the Black Sea is to be commumcated. 
ART. ~.-All Allied prisoner" and Anneniam interned to be collected m Constantmople and handed 

o\·er unconditionally to the Allies. · . . 
ART. ,:;.-The immediate demobilization of the army except troops reqmred for the surveillance of 

the frontier and maintenance of iuternal order, their number and disposal to be determmed later by the 
_\!lies after conwltation with the Tmkiab Government. . 

ART. 6.-The ~urrender of all war vessels in the Turki'b waters or the waters occup1ed by Turkey. 
The'" ship' are to be i~terned at .. such Turkish port or ports, as may be directed, except such small vessels 
es reqttired for the police or sumlar purposes m Tm·lnsh terntonalwat~rs. . . . 

_.\.RT. 7.-The Allies are t.o have the right to occupy any strategiC pomts m the event of any s1tuat10n 
a1i•in~ which threatens the secmity of the Allies. 

"~T. 8.-The free use by Allied ships of all ports and anchorages now in Turkish occupation, and 
the denial of their use to the enemy. Similar conditions are to apply to Turkish mercantile shipping 
in Tnrkish waters for the purposes of tpde and the demobilization of the army. 

ART. 9.-Tbe use of all ship repair facilitieq at all Turkish ports and arsenals. 
ART. 10.-Allied occupation of the Taurus tunnel system. 
ART. ll.-Withdrawal of Turkish troops from north-western Persia. Part of Trans-Caucasia has 

already been ordered to be evacuated; the remainder to be evacuated if the Allies reqnire after they 
study the situation there. 

ART. 12.-\Vireless and cable stations to be under Allied control; Turkish Government messages 
are excepted. 

ART. 13.-Prohibition of the destruction of any naval, militarv, or commercial material by the 
Turks. 

ART. 14.-Facilit.ies are to be given for the purchase of coal, oil-fuel, and naval material from Turkish 
sources, after the reqnirements of the country have been met. None of the above material is to be 
exported. 

ART. 15.-Allied control of all railways and Allied occupation of Batoum. Turkey not to object 
to the Allied occupation of Baku. 

AnT. 16. -The surrender of the ~arrisons of the Hejaz, Assir, Yemen, Syria, and Mesopotamia, 
~nd the w1thdrawal of troops from C1hcta, except those mamtaining order as determined nncler clause 5. 
Phe snrrendl'r of all ports there. 

_ART. 17.-The surrender of all Tmkish officers in Tripolitania and C.:yrenaica to the nearest Italinn 
garr1son. Turkey guarantees to stop supplies to and communication with these officers if they do not 
obey the order of surrender. 

ART. 18.-The surrender of all ports occupied in Tripolitauia and C.:yrenaica including Misurata 
to the neo,rest Allied garrison. ' ' 

AR:r. 19.-All Germans and Austrians, naval, military, and civilian, to quit Turkey within a month. 
Those who are m remote d1stncts to do so as soon as possible thereafter. · 

ART. 20. -Co,npliance with the Allies' orders as regards the disposal of arms and the transport of 
the demob1hzed under clause 5. 

All. ART. 21.-An Allied representative to be attached to the Tmh.--ish Ministry of Snpplies to sa.feguard 
~ed mt.erests. 

. ART. 22.-Tnrkisb prisoners to be kept at the disposal of the Allies. The release of Turkish ri vilian 
pnsoners and pnsoners over military age to be con;;:idered. 

ART. 23.-Tnrkey to cease all relations with the Central Powers. 
AttT. 24.-ln oase of disorder in the six Armenian vilayets the Allies reserve the right to occupy 

any of them. 
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