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‘Captains unforgot’ 

they cried

Come you again or 

come no more

Across the world you 

keep the pride

Across the world we 

mark the score



Samoa, 1914
wikipedia.com



J M, fl 1915. Stretcher bearers bringing in wounded men at Gallipoli, Turkey - Photograph taken by J M. 

Price, William Archer, 1866-1948 :Collection of post card negatives. Ref: 1/2-000577-G. Alexander 

Turnbull Library

Gallipoli, 1915



NZ signaller on a German dug-out, Belgium. Royal New Zealand Returned and Services' Association 
:New Zealand official negatives, World War 1914-1918. Ref: 1/2-012945-G. Alexander Turnbull Library

Belgium, 1917





What does a 

‘global’ 

history of the 

war look 

like?

What to include?

Who to include?

Where to start?





“To come and go freely … 

as if the war among others 

shall be, for them, as if it did 

not exist.”

– Thomas Jefferson (1793)



Functions of neutrality in 19th-c. warfare

 economic agents

 profiteers

 suppliers of arms, foodstuffs, fuels 
and raw materials

 bankers and financiers

 humanitarian support

 governments offering ‘good 
offices’

 places of refuge

 havens of artistic and ideological 
exile

 hubs of revolution

 potential belligerents

 geo-strategic breakers

 espionage, information exchange

 mediators and negotiators 

 witnesses and judges of the war’s 
violence 

 sustain international system, its 
norms and values: restrain, restrict, 
limit parameters of inter-state war

 expand empires, engage in war 
and state violence elsewhere





Chinese map of a 

world at war, late 

1917 (white parts 

are neutrals)



“German women 

work in the home 

army!” (1916)



guerre totale (total war):

- existential war: “eux ou nous” (them 

or us) (1916)

- a struggle of “political, economic, 

commercial, industrial, intellectual, 

legal and financial domains” 

- “not only the armies fight but also 

traditions, institutions, customs, moral 

codes, emotions and especially the 

banks” (1918)

Léon Daudet


