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The New Zealand High Com

A FBritish official renort states
tinned methodically throwghout the
Messgines Wytschaste ridge, which
our position ut ghe Yores salient,
captured | theillages of Momsines
systems, inglading many strengly-o
& fromt of @ver nine miles from sou
Sorrel.

Later we again sdvanced in a
garried the village of Oostaverns
aast of the village on a front extens
attack on the sonthern portion of
by our artillery

The enemy's cosusliies to-day
5.30 p.m. this afternoon, over 50
statiops, and others are still com
many trench maortars and machine

There wera many aiv fights.
gisted al over thirty machines, w
casnalties. Nine German aerepla

of the Battle of the Somme.,
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German aeroplanes and drove down four
others which were not under control. Six
of ours are missing.

. EXTRAORDINARILY LIGHT
"LOSSES

GREAT DAY FOR NEW ZEALAND
AND IRELAND.

- - —

(AUSTRALIAN-NEW ZEALAND CABLE ASSOCIATION.)
LONDON, ¢th 2

Mr. Philip Gibbs writes :—-Thgtmga-p-
ture of Messines Ridge has given the
men a remarkable sense of great achicve-
ment. They know that a formidable
task has been carried out with extia-
ordinarily light losses. The proportion
of lightly wounded is high, and at least
one Irish company took its objective
without a gingle casualty. The victory
was unclouded by the heavy sacrifices
Zealanders say that it was a g:'}:eibl\crl?:
for New Zealand. el

Mr. Gibbs describes a visit to Wyt-
schaete, where the Irish Nationalists
and. Ulstermen vied with the exploit of
the New 'Zealanders in the carrying of
Messines Ridge. The Irishmen state
that the bombardment wiped out Wyt.-
schqete Wood, }w;hich was eight hundred




A poke in the eye
with a sharp stick,
Officers Club wall.

2nd | jeutenant Pat
Hanna, 1 July 1917
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‘During the First World War he served with the 15t NZEF,
won the D.C.M. at Messines, he was wounded, and lost

John A. Lee —renegade<Labour MP
his left arm’ (1966 An Encyclopaedia of New Zealand)
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Sid Holland: NZ Prime Minister,

1949-1957

‘Lt FA 1 NZEF (invalided after Messines)’ =
Who’s Who,1956

‘During the Battle of Messines in June 1917
he became seriously ill and was invalided
home to be discharged in the following
November’ (An Encyclopaedia of New Zealand, 1966 )
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Western Front (nett®)
The Western Front
Battle of the Somme
Battle of Passchendaele
Battle of Verdun

Spring offensive
Hundred days offensive
Battle of Marnes

Battle of Le Quesnoy
Battle of Arras

Eastem Font (nett®s)
The BEastern Front
Battle of Tannenberg

The Middle East (nett®s)
Battle of Gallipoli

The Gallipoli Front

The Palestine Front
Mesopotamian Front

Southern Europe (nett%s)
The ltalian Front
Serbian campaign

DOther theatres (Asian/ Pacific’ Africa) (nett3s)
The African Wars

The Far Bast

The War at Sea

Another battla
MNone/don't know
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German perspective

Some impressions will gradually
fade for us. Yet, we can never forget
that dramatic day. All of us who
shuddered at the damage inflicted
by this experience, this catastrophe
at Messines. All of us, there where
dying and bleeding had become as
familiar to us as for children their
daily evening prayers

- Hermann Kohl, Mit Hurra in
den Tod! 1932
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[ Section [l Composition I No.ORs

Headquarters 1 Officer, 4 OR 4
1 Section 1 NCO, 8 OR (including 9
Bombers 2 bayonet men
and 2 throwers)
1 Section Lewis 1 NCO, 80OR 9
Gunners (includes Nos. 1 and 2)
1 Section 1NCO and 8 OR 9
Riflemen (picked shots, scouts, :
picked bayonet fighters)
1 Section Rifle 1NCO, 8 OR 9
Bombers (includes 4 bomb firers)

'm”,- “—ULﬂflL-.Lh

Mate 11 A PLATOON ATTACKING A STRONG POINT.

Note the covering fire suppiled by the
Lowis gun section and by rifle bombers.
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Wytschaete is a small village four miles south of Ypres,
and two miles north-west of Messines, which is shown
in the map published in this issue. Both villages stand
on the crest of a range of low hills which runs to the
north-east beyond Ypres. The original line lay about a
mile west of both Wytschaete and Messines, forming
almost a semi-circular salient, and a considerable
flattening of this bulge has resulted from the attack
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Front Line
s April 1915 - June 1917

e December 1917
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British boundaries 7
== Corps AETE
German boundaries $
= Group i e
*« Division i =14
2nd Army objective //;

== |nital J

== |nital (NZ) [
== |nitial (3 Aus. & 25th) =

= Phase one final
== Phase two final
= Mine

e s - X
V,“

{IANZAC

British 2" Army

General Herbert Plumer

* X Corps
* |X Corps
* [ ANZAC



I ANZAC

General Alexander Godley

25t Division

NZ Division

3rd Australian Division
(4th Australian Division) &
Corps units @
* | ANZAC Mounted Re
|d Artil

« 2" NZ (Army) Fie
* 4™ NZ Infantry Brigade

ry Brigade
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(40t Saxon Division)

 3rd Bavarian Division
* bIR23
* bIR17
* bIR18

08 machine guns
08/15 machine guns
77 mm antitank guns
Command post
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German mistakes

o 4th Army
* Failure to relinquish ridge voluntarily (30
April conference)
* Group Wytschaete

e Relieved 40t Saxon with 39 Bavarian
Division just before the attack

 Committed 15t Guards Reserve Division to
pointless afternoon counter-attack

* Failed to grasp limited nature of offensive

Generalleutnant €x3. Ritter von Wenninger.
Kommandeur der 3. Bayer., Jnf.-Div,,
gefallen am 8. Gept. 1917, julet KRommandierender




New Zealand Division
2"d Infantry Brigade 3rd (Rifle) Brigade

1%t Otago 15t Canterbury 374 Rifle 1%t Rifle
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o f / | NZ Battalions
/% B 1stAuckland
& " [] 2nd Auckland
[ 1st Wellington
\'4e" "' I 1st Canterbury
«“X\ /] Il 2nd Canterbury
/ ] 1st Otago
- ,[ B 2nd Otago
. [ 1stRifle
~ [ 2ndRifle




On the left a great mine went up in vast masses
of earth and smoke and lurid red flame, like a
night eruption from the throat of some great
volcano. It was the great momentary flash of
the red flame, like the red of a bloodorange,
brilliant against the black smoke, that
impressed the vision. In quick succession other
ruins, five or six in number, heaved themselves
skyward with awesome effect, making the
ground rock and quiver as if stricken with a
great earthquake

— Malcolm Ross, New Zealand Correspondent

Theearth started to quake, our pit seemed to
stand on end'and rock up and down — an awful
sensation—and all the time dull reports went
off... our mine went up on the left of Messines
andd don’t think as long as | live will | ever see
such a sight again... It was like pictures of Hell —
great billows of Blood Red flames curling up
hundreds of feet high and the ground shook
like a'leaf

— Bombardier Malcolm Beaven, 7th Battery,
1st Brigade, NZFA
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15t Otago

15t Canterbury
31d Rifle

15t Rifle

(2nd Rifle)

Blue Line
3:27 am
(+7 minutes)

(owbl) « U a Brown Line
Bl stCanterbury G ¢ | g oH IR
© 1istOtago ) | 3:37 - 3:55 dm

0 1stRifle

W 2nd Rifl : i \ \‘ - (+45 minutes)

- 3rd Rifle




e After searching around...we | was digging-in and had sat

' : ot came across one.or two down in my hole to light a
underground dugouts which “fag”, when over toppled a
were all that remained of his chap on either side of me,
front line... I'spotted a Fritz both dead, shot through the
scarpering out the back door. head. At last we were down
As soon.as he saw me, up went 6 feet and fairly safe

his hands and he started
“mercy Kamerading” for all-he
was worth. That didn’t have
any effect on. me though and |
let him have it and he tumbled
back into 20 feet of space.

— Lance Corporal VictorJ
Watson, 1st Otago

— Private Bill Bailey, B
Company, 3rd Rifle







Within seconds of leaving the
company command shelter, we
saw'how the English skirmish lines
were coming through our position
““from the'left. I let the few men
who were still with me fire until
the British reached about 20 paces
. from us. Since capture would have

‘Back to the Battalion command
post!” Here | immediately reported
that the front line was overrun

— Leutnant d.R. Daniel Hach,
10./18






2"d Canterbury

ine

—
2
0
o

:00 am

5

06 —

A

(+1 hour 50 min.)







I 1st Auckland

- 1stWellingto
Counter-attack

15t Brigade

15t Wellington
1st Auckland

Black Line
5:12-5:20am
(+ 2hrs 10 min.)



Ahead on the left there was a strong point and
Hunnish machine guns were mowing down men
like.a swinging scythe mows tall grass. Fanwise,
New Zealanders were lying dead, spread-eagled
around the_circle of traversing machine-gun
barrels...As he looked three men stood erect at
the endof the sag'and ran forward.

Chug! Chug! Chug! Chug! Chug! Chug!

One at a time they were cut down, crumpled
forward, somersaulted, stilled.

‘The bloody hell. I'll fix those bastards.

He started to run at the strong point.
—John A. Lee, Civilian into Soldier. 1937.



.....

Thimmelschlofs bIR 17 Battalion
Headquarters

| didn’t go to war to surrender the position |
was entrusted to defend. Either | die here, or
my troops and | shall be assisted by our
support troops. For me there is no question
of relying on the support troops to come to
our assistance

— Major Hans von Kohlmiiller, 17. bIR



Australian 4t Light
Horse Regiment

2nd Auckland

S Y e
‘ Yl

j Black Dotted Line
"} 8:55-9:04 am
(+6 hours)







The whole Il. Battalion...advanced line
abreast, the men three steps apart. A
grand sight, with shell and shrapnel on
the surging attack-line...More and more
Lshell bursts] occurred and men fell out

ere and there more quickly than
before...

We also came under sustained English
machine-gun fire. Fortunately, it was
still too high, so the ‘blue'beans’
[bullets] sizzled over our heads. |
remember that | raised an ammunition-
box to protect my head, but I'didn’t
thir|1|k to protect my chest and body as
we

— Schiitze Hans-Joachim Rohr, MG
Company 2, GRR 1







P

Directly a portion of the 4t" Division went threugh us, we never knew
what was going on — and did not know the position in front up to the
moment we came out of the line — General. Andrew Russell, GOC NZ
Division




’ Aus. Battalions
S [ 34th

B .& 3:10pm

o= Afternoon attack:
 coman st @ 4t Australian Division

[ GRR1
W GRR2

3 bRIRS

6:30pm

(19 Otago Mounted Rifles

Evening
Confusion and retreat
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The casualties suffered by the Brigade during With so many meéen collected togetherin a

the attack itself were comparatively light, but congested area it was inevitable that the casualties
after the Ridge was taken the casualties should increase after'the position was taken, and
increased enormously from the enemy’s shell this unfortunately proved to be the case. The

fire, and especially enfilade fire. casualties of this Brigade increased from about 250

during the attack to 900 before the Brigade was
relieved on the evening of the 9th.

- Brig-Gen Bill Braithwaite
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THE EVENING

]

Chester, G, A., N , _ —
RoLL OF HONOUR ; ﬁﬁa 'f:np{grtiﬁ 22461 (Mrs. P. Bowden, | In It‘fmf& ‘1'% &nﬁ aB 7/637 (Miss M. Ingles, H%“Slcmz’l rtAo. J},]15541 (G. Harris, Lower { Jel
I . . 10T n, 1. 1
]]?Ilg?vrkrd}vf;uglaudma’ima (Mrs. R. Ivoz]'y, J. ’W., 15548 (W. Ivory, Oxford, H;ntou,lﬁ klaflﬂjflﬂl L.-Sergt. (H. Hin- | Le
Brogan, W. A, 41025 (E. P. B on, Frankton Junction, f.) My
CASUALTIES AMONG Hoanition Eash) ; dth 1 1&:19 rogan, | J aﬁ?:;g’ nl: ) 21690 (Mrs. M. Jacobsen, H%?::g ;I;de ?1683 (Elizabeth Hollings, N]
I ' - L] [
NEW ZEALANDERS 5th June. Jﬂ*ﬁﬁh e{l. ;a 25266 (Mrs. W. Japp, S. H}Fnle%,kl’ 612)831. Sergt. (Mrs. L. Hume, | |
Barnes, J., 12/3550 (Mrs. 8. M : £ 3 aKpXa, . Ols
—_— chAmk]and} /3550 {Mrs acMahon, Jog?boﬁ Jiis t;&; %t‘;.?'i'z (. MK, Johns- | Jobuston, H. M., 14985 (Mrs. I John-| 1
et _ o ] 3 on, erdeenshire, m. il
LAST NICHT'S BIG¢ LIST Wdréelsl ]16, A., 12/3586 (A. Chvistie, Lon Jo%,:ce, . G., 14994 (P. Joyce, Kaiapoi, Joléﬁstotn,i Cl., f?’?:’m ){R. Johnston, 811
— right, 24 /2568 (Mrs. L. Wright, Ka 6/2379 (M A s . ristelrurch, I 4]
A TOTAL OF 1201 NAMES Bevorpci) — Ke:';éhaaa, /2370 (blos, A. Higing, Cav- | Jogralons, Ty, THS6T (4. Johnstone,
) eith, 14998 ({W. Keith, Papanui, f.) | Jordan, G., 31511 (A. Jordan, Nel
— Atkins, W. H., 12/2204, Cpl. (W. G.| Kennedy, A., 14006 (N dy . (&. Jordan, Nelson, 1)
INCLUDING 1149 WOUNDED. Atkins, London) ( Timarug m) (s, AL Kennedy, e “I: f}wgﬂ% o B "
Bu;ll-ae:.;{lrﬂ f'{' 18747 (W. H. Barrett, K’Eideybil]' H. L., 6/4285 (Miss C. Kid- | Timaru, f. i, pl. ( ane, | -
Lataura, i. ey, Chch,, s.) i :
A farther heavy casualty list was Biﬂ%ﬁ’[ ]1":1 ’S;’f) J,, 1340¢ (W. Beehan, Klll{‘ig; C. A., 13936 (Mrs, W, King, 3, K%‘%I%L;‘:'u m.) 27303 (Mrs. M. Kilgour, § g
1ssued last.night, containing 1201 names. | ¢ al évans- street Newtown, m.) King, J., 27304 (N i ' Lo
night, 5. sterall, H., 1 , g Jy (Mrs. A, King, Temuka)
The casvaliies Teported Wers ag under s G?’*“’rl,“%‘;’” 5107 (Mrs. M. Catterall, Klanzﬁe,btf,‘)l‘ 15558 (J. W. Kinzett, Nel. Kﬁfie, S., 6/3768 (Mrs. H. Kruse, Pa.pa]- M;
08, ., 2397 , Al - : \
Killed ia action Uiﬁrirs. MEE. d‘?& a, m) 6 (Mrs, A. Clor, Lon L%‘f&tﬁdm‘th ?}3773 (E. B. A, Lewis, I-Dé‘:}: ,mW., ?;2196 (Mrs, W. Lobley, Ml
- pativery T - M‘Keclinie, J., 12/4481, Sergt. R oTne A -
%}g&ngf[{wwnds Pt 8 E. l\i‘I{e,chn{e, ianginra?rgt Pl | M AP liffe, D., 6/8783, L.-Bergt. (Mrs. E. | Letihagen, C. W. 8., 29584 (J. Loff- ;
ed . e 9 1140 {‘Maughan, J. K., 21292, T.-Cpl. (M M‘Auliffe, Cheh., w.) hagen, Southbrook, f.) Su
o I Maghen 3K Pne ToOpL @Mre iy Carthy, H., 6/4634 (Mis. M. MCar- | M olgn T 19018 (3t C. MCol- | 4
Total TP 9 1182 Ross, F. R. t,B.fE'?l-EJ I??Gpl (Mrs. 1da thy, Ire]a,nd m.) gan, Scotland) W:
Tho lst s as fonawa, oIl being pri. |  F- Boss, Grey Lynm) o M Dongall, -IGléfzzaa_ Sergt. (Mre. M. MOracken, 8., G/1195 (5. MCracken, |
vates unle ih 8 1f 0. ; h T asgow, m. avershat., I.
vales unless ofherwiso mentioned. | Tho | (51,0 Wey S200C Lo® ol (e A, | Mmeonell, T R., 27020 (W. M‘Don- | MDowell, D.. 16224 (Miss A. J. Jones, | 1
pacentheses, the relationship bein dcl:- Shore, Cheshne} pl flel_l,‘Linwuod, f.) Karamea, friend) ’ | Ka
Poted by m. for mother, §. for inthen | Williams, & 13/752 (M | MeGilliveay, A., 24825 (Mrs. C. MeGil- | M‘Hugh, F. H. J., 21706 (J. M‘Hugh, |
w. for wife, b. for b,rotlherr a Ifer, liams ’De‘:mn- OI'E}! 52 (Mrs. I Wil livray, Melbourne, m,) ' Blenheim, f.) ! . gn, W
W Jor wife, b. , s for ’ p M“Kenna, C. J., 27326 (J. M‘Kenna, | M Iiraith, F. H., 21707 (Mrs. K. §
F WELLINGTON  INFANTRY REGT. M:n::"rfado}nm. fﬂ M*[raith, 49, Coromandaf—st.; ‘W{;tn.i Jol
KILLED IN ACTION, Murrell, S. A, 1/557, 2nd Lient. (J. Lauchlau, L. D., 6/3806 (,[,;"'}Cpl' (Mrs. | MLl By i5453 Col. (Mra. " D. }
ARTILLERY M. Murrell 60, Hllice-street; Wel- M‘Laughlin, G! 1307’? .(M' M. | Maitl lld oy, Cashmere Hills, w.) Ma
Cruicksh . lington, f]: 8th June B . 1s. . | Maitland, W. J., 6/2187 (J. Maitland,
ckshank, W. R., 9/1815 (J. Cruick- { Donch 9a M‘Laughlin, Cheyiot, m.| Clinton. f.) :
ouochiv. R. M.. 23/971. 2nd Lieut. (W. | \'Nahh W. (.. 11708. Cnl. (Mrz. F Thﬂm:!on'}]'f T.. 15043 , Gr
ml. w. B, . H. T.. {Mrz. E. Thom- p
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