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ORDER FOR THE REPORT 

1. Origin: On the 20 Jan 90 tie Comd NZE ASC UNTAG was ordered 
by signal from LF CO~ID (NZ) to ?repare a written report on the 
TOD as part of the ASC UNTAG NA:·!IBIA. 

2. Information to be provided: 
following information: The Report is to include the 

a. ?re-deployment Training 

b. Service in Namibia including the following; 

(i) Organization & St~ucture of the ASC UNTAG, 

(ii) Location of NZ personnel, 

(iii) Overview of the ?olitical events in motion, 

(iv) Types of tasks e~ployed on, and 

(v) Information on the Namibian Elections. 

c. Training Value 

d. Administration Matters 

e. Overview of Other UN Military Contingents in theatre. 
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SUMMARY 

?RE-DEPLOYMENT TRAINING 

General 

1. During late June 1989, the 14 man RNZE team for service in Namibia 
was announced. Although final approval for participation as part of the 
United Nations Transitional Assistance Group (UNTAG ) was still undecided, 
preparations began for the RNZE team to fly to Australia and oarticioate 
in pre-deployment training as part of the 304 strong Australian Contingent. 

2. - The ~~ZE team was to be known as the New Zealand Element Australian 
Contingent UNTAG (NZE ASC UNTAG). The NZE ASC UNTAG departed f or 
pre-deployment training in Sydney on 6 Aug 89, complete with personal 
toolkit, FSMO and M16 rifles. 

Reinforcement & Concentration Training (7 Aug 89 - 4 Sep 89 ) 

3. ?re-deployment training was divided into two separate courses; 
Reinforcement Training Course and the Concentration Training Period. Each 
Course was of approximately two weeks' duration and covered a wide variety 
of both Infantry & Combat Engineer skills. (see page 2&3 para 4-12 and 
Annex A). All personne~ also received extensive country and medical briefs 
with particular emphasis being placed on the Aids threat in Africa. 

4. At the beginning of Concentration Training the NZE ASC UNTAG 
were distributed evenly between the two Construction Troops with CAPT Shirley 
being attached to the 17 CONST SQN HQ. (see page 2 para 9). Whereas 
Reinforcement Training covered individual soldier skills, the Concentration 
Training period focused on Unit and sub-unit level. During this period 
the 304 strong contingent was broken up into its two main groupings namely , 
HQ ASC UNTAG and 17 CO~ST SQN. (see page 2 para 7 and Annex C) . During 
both training periods the NZ pers performed creditably and it was found 
that normal NZ Army training had provided a sound base for the variety 
of subjects covered. 

5. ?re-embarkation Leave: On the 3 Sep 89 the NZE ASC UNTAG returned 
to NZ for final administration and leave. NZ participation was still 
undecided at this time, however given this and other abnormalities related 
to the deployment, final administration was effected in good time. Approval 
for NZ participation as part of the ASC UNTAG was received on 19 Sep 89. 
The NZE ASC UNTAG departed for Namibia via Australia on 22 Sep 89. 
(see page 3 para 13-15). 



V 

?re-Elections: (28 Sep 89 - 2 Nov 89) 

6. General: The Cont~ngent travelled to Namibia by RAAF 707 
and landed in Windhoek at 280800B (local time) Sep 89. The HQ ASC UNTAG 
remained in Windhoek whilst the 17 CONST SQN moved north to its main base 
at Grootfontein. For functions and organization of HQ ASC UNTAG and 17 
CONST SQN see page 4 para 16-22 and Annex c. 

7. Immediately after a 4 day indoctrination period involving range 
shoots, briefings, etc., the 17 CONST SQN deployed it's Field Troop and 
9 Construction Troop to Ondangwa Base in Owambo; at the same time 
8 Construction Troop deployed to Rundu in Kavango. (see page 5 para 23-2 6 
and Annex B & D). 

8. All personnel whether on construction tasks or not were required 
to be armed when out of base. This applied to Grootfontein and all areas 
North. Construction teams were usually of section strengt h and travelled 
in either Unimogs or Buffels when off road. ( see Annex E) . 

9. Political Situation: During the period leading up ro the elections 
the political situation remained reasonably stable. However as election 
date (Nov 7 - 14) drew near the number and frequency of violent incidents 
increased dramatically. In the Oshakati area alone 17 people were killed 
and another lOO injured. (see page 5&6 para 28-32) . 

10. Construction Tasks: The construction tasks leading up to 
the elections concentrated mainly on providing support to the many UN 
CIVIL POLICE (UN CIVPOL) stations spread throughout ~orth Namibia. ( see 
page 6&7 para 33-37 and Annex F). During the final two weeks before the 
election the 17 CONST SQN was also involved with the reconnaissance of 
127 proposed polling station sites. Once reconnaissance was done these 
sites had to be upgraded to provide minimal sanitary , power and water 
facilities. 

ll. Section Commanders came into their own during the 6 weeks leading 
up to the elections as they spent periods of up to a week away from base. 
They were responsible not only for the successful completion of tasks 
but more icportantly for their sections' personal safety and security . 

12. Field Engineering Tasks: Field Engineering tasks for the 
whole tour were many and varied and included the following: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

destruction of Mines and Explosive Ordnance (DMEO); 

mine clearance; 

cosntruction of Bunker Systems; 

instruction on Mine Warfare and awareness to other 
UN Contingents; and 

construction blasting tasks. 
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13.. Field Engineering tasks were in the main conducted by the Field 
Eng1neer Troop how~ver, many were also comple·ted by personne.l from the 
Construct1on Troop s. NZ personnel were involved in several DMEO d 
construction blasting tasks. (see page 7 para 38-52 and A G Rani J) 
M· · d h nnex , , , . 

1nes rema1ne a constant t reat throughout the Tour and several incidents 
on local roads used by ASC UNTAG personnel served to reinforce the need 
for m1ne awareness. (see Annex G, I). 

Elections (see page 9 para 53-54) 

14. General: During the election period the 17 CONST SQN deplo yed 
to Owambo to provide concentrated support to all facets of the election. 
The 17 CONST SQN devised and operated under a Plan know~ as Operation 
PollGallop which lasted from 2 Nov- 14 Nov 89. 

15. Operation PollGallop: (see page 9 para 55-70 ) 
was based on the provision of the following: 

OF FollGallop 

a. 17 CONST SQN TAC HQ; 

b. 13 armed roving maintenance teams; 

c. Ready Reaction Force (Tp (-); and 

d. 30 Election Monitors (provided by HQ ASC UNTAG and 
17 CONST SQN). 

16. During OF PollGallop all 17 CONST SQN personnel worked extremely 
long hours. The roving maintenance teams were the backbone of the Operation, 
they patrolled their alloted sector and visited each polling station at 
least once every 48 hours. The maintenance teams were of section strength 
and commanded by a Corporal. The maintenance teams did much to maintain 
a reassuring military presence in an area that had the potential for outbreaks 
of violence. 

Post Elections: (see page 12 para 71-85) 

17. Construction Tasks: Construction tasks remained very much 
the same as those prior to the elections. Emphasis shifted from election 
support to improvement of other UN Contingent Living accommodation and 
facilities. The type of construction was both vertical and horizontal 
and involved anything from renovation of a hospital to refurbishment of 
an airfie·ld. (see page 12 para 73-80 and Annex F). Because of a delayed 
Wet Season and a subsequent drought, 17 CONST SQN was also involved in 
the installation and running of several water points on the Kavango River. 
(see page 13 para 77-79). 

18. Political Situation: The political situation after the election 
remained tense but stable as individual partys' declared the elections 
"Ftee & Fair". A shadow cabinet was formed with the two major parties 
gaining a proportionate amount of key cabinet seats. SWAPO won 577. of 
the votes with DTA scoring 28%. (see page 11 para's 70, 81-82). Indepe~dance 
was set for 21 MAR 90 and the last SADF combat units left for South Afr1ca 
on 24 NOV 89. 
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Training and Administration: (See page 15 para 86-100) 

19. Training: The training and experience received by the NZ pers o nnel 
was invaluable. The opportunity to practice a wide range of both soldier 
and trade skills within a realistic scenario and unique environment will 
be of enormous benefit to them in the future. 

20. These types of deployments are too few particularly where JNCO's 
and soldiers of private rank can be involved. JNCO's in particular often 
found themselves in a position where they had to exercise command and judge­
ment without immediate guidance from superiors. 

21. Administration: The NZE ASC UNTAG was fortunate that it could 
use the UN and Australian Signal net and various support systems already 
in place. Given this the support from NZ more than met the requirements 
of the NZE ASC UNTAG. 

22. A number of administrative problems arose immediatel y prior to 
departure for Namibia, however these eventuated as a result of the late 
approval being given by the UN for NZ participation in UNTAG. The basic 
support systems in place within the NZ Army are considered to be satisfactory 
for support of a Contingent such as the NZE ASC UNTAG. A detailed summary 
of administrative points is at page 15 para 90-100. 

23. In short the Tour with UNTAG Namibia proved to be both interesting 
and challenging for all ranks. Not only did the NZ personnel learn what 
it is like to operate within another Army's organization, but the y also met 
many other nationalities during the course of their work. A list of UNTAG 
Military Units is at page 17 para 101. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

24. The following recommendations are made in respect of future UN 
deployments of a similar nature: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

that similar mail and pay procedures be implemented, as provided 
for NZE ASC UNTAG; 

that a monthly newsletter be released by LF Comd to all 
dependants covering general aspects of the TOD; 

when participating as a small element of a larger force, that 
consideration be given to using that force's weapons parti­
cularly when operating within an Australian Unit; 

that current NZ equipment and clothing issues proved both 
reliable and suitable for the conditions and should be used 
for deployments to areas similar to Namibia; 

once a possible area of operation is identified for a future 
deployment, that measures are implemented to ensure that a 
confirmed allowance is struck either prior to deployment or 
very soon after arrival in the country; 
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f. that deployments of this nature are invaluable i n t erms of 
experience and training value and should be taken a dvan t age 
of whenever possible. 

fi:~::!L? 
Captain 
Comd NZE ASC UNTAG 
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Part 1 

PRE-DEPLOYMENT TRAINING 

General. 

1. Late in June 1989 after much speculation the RNZE team for service 
in Namibia was finally announced. Final approval for actual participation 
with the 304 strong Australian Contingent in Namibia was still a long way 
off at this stage, however planning for pre-deployment training in Australia 
began in earnest. 

2. The 14 strong team to be provided by New Ze:,land was to contain 
a mixture of tradesmen led by an Officer and SNCO. After several name changes 
the New Zealand team became officially knowu as the New Zealand Element 
Australian Contingent UNTAG (NZE ASC UNTAG) . NZE ASC UNTAG members were 
as follows: 

a. Capt G.P. Shirley - team leader 

b. Ssgt A. Cook - team 21C 

c. Cpl M.J. Leach - carpenter 

d. Lcpl R.J. Sturzaker - plumber 

e. Spr T.A. Hay - carpenter 

f. Spr D.W. Taurima - carpenter 

g. Spr M.D. Hughes - carpenter 

h. Spr S.R. Fleming - carpenter 

i. Spr G.H. Sumption carpenter 

j. Spr I. M. Purvis - carpenter 

k. Spr J .X. 1-lhitworth - carpenter 

l. Spr P.J. Tucker - electrician 

m. Spr N.A. August - electrician 

n. Spr B.D. Wilson - plumber 

3. During the final davs of July preparations were well underway for 
the deployment to Australia for pre-embarkation training. This training 
was to begin on 8 August 1989 and would last one month .. On 6 Augu~t the 
NZE departed from Burnham Camp for Australia complete Wlth a~l equ~pment 
required for the months' training, plus the 6 - 8 mo~th TOD ln Namlbla. 
Personal equipment included, toolkit, FSMO and M16 Rlfle. 
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Reinforcement Training: (8-18 Aug 89) 

~- General.. The purpose of the Reinforcement Training Course was 
to train all con:1.~gent personnel in individual combat engineer skills. 
The idea was to 0r1.ng all personnel up to a common level before the contin ent 
came together as a force for Concentration Training pr'or to d f g 
N ·b· Th R · - ~ eparture or 
~m~ 1.a. e e1.nror:ement Training Course was held at the School of 

M1.l1.tary Eng1.neer1.ng 1.n Sydney. 

5. Eight courses were run over a six month period with an average 
of 40 personnel attending each course. Accommodation was in two man tents. 
This course proved invaluable as a refresher and covered such subjects as· 
(course programRe attached at Annex A) ' 

a. demolitions; 

b . ~BCD; 

c 0 nine warfare; 

d. route and area clearance; 

e. vehicle check point drills; 

f. first aid, and 

g. infantry minor tactics. 

6. In addition to the subjects mentioned in para 5, a number of films 
were shown in ~amibia and its inhabitants. A number of medical lectures 
were also given with particular emphasis on the AIDS threat in Africa. 

Concentration Training: (19 Aug - 4 Sep 89) 

7. Concent=ation training was held at Ingleburn Camp and began 
immediately afte= the Reinforcement Course. Once the force was in location 
it was split into its two operational identities as follows: 

a. Eeadquarters Australian Contingent, UNTAG (HQ ASC UNTAG) 
- 29 persons, and 

b. 17 Construction Squadron- 275 persons. 

8. The main emphasis during this phase was to exercise the force in 
the skills introduced on the Reinforcement Course and weld the unit into 
an efficient team. Training during this period was very intense and made 
as realistic as possible. (see Annex A for Training Programme). 

9. Distribution of NZ Personnel. At the beginning of Concentration 
Training the NZ pers were distributed evenly between the two Construction 
Troops. Capt Shirley was attached to Sqn HQ as the Construction Officer. 
SSGT Cook was employed as a Troop Ssgt, and CPL Leach and LCPL Sturzaker 
as Sect Comd and 21C, respectively. The NZ pers remained in these appoint­
ments for the duration of the tour in Namibia. 
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10. Subjects Covered. The subjects covered were similar to those 
mentioned in para 5 except. that liv~ ammunition was used wherever possible. 
The final week of th~s tra~n~ng per~od was spent in the field where all 
the skills were practised within an exercise scenario. The major subjects 
covered were: 

a. vehicle mine incident drills; 

b. live fire break contact drill; 

c. route & area clearance drills; and 

d. first aid. 

11. Apart from training, a lot of time was spent receiving issues of 
kit and preparing equipment for travel to Namibia. Each soldier was 
restricted to a field pack, steel trunk, and echelon bag for carriage of 
personal kit. At this time soldiers also received extensive country and 
medical briefs. 

12. Preparedness of NZ Personnel. Although both the environment 
and some of the subjects were new, the NZ pers performed very well along­
side their Australian counterparts and soon became an integral part of their 
respective Troop organizations. The level of training received in NZ during 
the course of normal unit activities, provided a more than adequate base 
for the activities covered in Australia. 

Pre-Embarkation Leave (4-21 Sep 89) 

13. On 4 September all ~Z pers returned to NZ for final administration 
and leave. UN approval for NZ participation in Namibia had still not been 
received at this stage, which created a great deal of uncertainty among 
the Team. The delay in approval affected the Australians most, because 
the 14 NZ pers had replaced 14 Australians in the 304 strong contingent, 
who remained unsure of their actual status until the very last minute. 

14. Given the state of uncertainty over NZ participation, the final 
administrative procedures for deployment were implemented in good time. 
Credit should go to LF COMD and individual donor units for rectify ing the 
myriad of problems that emerged during this period. Overall the deployment 
of the NZE ASC UNTAG went relatively smoothly considering the number of 
abnormalities present during the mounting of this deployment. 

15. Final Approval. Final approval for NZ Army pers to participate 
as part of the Australian Contingent in Namibia was received on 19 Sap 89. 
The NZE ASC UNTAG deuarted for Australia on 22 Sep 89. Final administra­
tion was conducted i; Sydney and the Contingent departed for ~amibia on 
26 Sep 89. 
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Part 2 

SERVICE IN NAMIBIA 

Pre-Elections: (28 Sep 89 - 2 Nov 89) 

16. General. The Contingent travelled to Namibia bv RAAF via 
Adelaide, Perth, Mauritius, and landed in Windhoek at 280800B (local time ) 
Sep 89. At this stage the HQ ASC UNTAG and 17 CONST SQN split; the HQ ASC 
UNTAG remaining in Windhoek and 17 CONST SQN moved north to its main base 
at Grootfontein. (see Annex B for Namibia Map) 

17. The squadron remained concentrated in Grootfontein for a 4 dav 
period, during which time an indoctrination course involving lectures," 
range shoots, etc., was conducted. Immediately following this period the 
Field Troop and Two Construction Troops deployed North to their respective 
forward bases, where they would remain for the majority of the Tour. 

18. Function of HQ ASC UNTAG. HQ ASC UNTAG consisted of the command 
element of the Contingent plus several sub-sections that covered matters 
such as: Legal, Pay, Postal, Intelligence and Works. The HQ CE UNTAG acted 
as the controlling body for 17 CONST SQN and was the single approving 
authority for all tasks undertaken by 17 CONST SQN. (see Annex C for 
Organization Diagram). 

19. The works cell was responsible for the final approval on issues 
of tas ks plus the acquisition of building supplies for the different 
projects. This cell also arranged civil contracts for area's South of 
\hndhoek where the 17 CONST SQN did not 09erate. 

20. The last function within the HQ CE UNTAG organization l<as the 
Garrison Engineer (NORTH). This cell was responsible for the acquisition 
and supervision of civil contracts in the ~orthern areas for tasks that 
could not be undertaken by 17 CONST SQN. 

21. Organization and Function of 17 Construction Squadron. The 
Squadron consisted of the following elements: 

a. HQ; 

b. Field Troop; 

c. 2 x Construction Troops; 

d. Resources Troop; 

e. EME Workshops; and 

f. Plant Troop. 

Except for the addition of the Field Troop, the Squadron was at it's full 
operational strength. (see Annex C). 
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22. 17 CONST SQN was responsible for all engineer support to the United 
Nations Civil Police (UN CIVPOL), plus all other UN Contingents. The main 
area of operations was in Owambo, Kavango and the Caprivi strip. (See Annex 
B for Map.) These areas are the most underdeveloped and required the most 
engineer support. Security was also a major factor in these areas due to 
the proximity of the Angolan border and the recent incursions by PLAN fighter s 
(Peoples Liberation Army of Namibia). 

23. 17 Construction Squadron Bases. The Squadron HQ plus the Plant 
Resources and WKSP Troops were all based within the Logistic Base Grootfontein 
(LBG). The LBG was the home of Merlyn Force, who were the remaining SADF 
in Northern Namibia. The LBG was a Brigade sized camp that had been the 
main supply base for SADF operations in Angola. 

24. Apart from the SADF the 17 CONST SQN shared the LBG with Polish, 
Swiss, Danish and Finish Contingent members. 

25. Forward Bases. Apart from the main SQN HQ at Grootfontein, 17 
CONST SQN established two forward bases in the middle of the two main AO's; 
Owambo and Kavango. Both bases were old South African Defence Force (SADF) 
bases recently evacuated by SADF forces returning to Walvis Bay and South 
Africa. The base in Owambo was Ondangwa and the one in Kavango at a place 
called Rundu. (See Annex B & D.) 

26. Both these forward bases had basic but functional amenities. The 
Ondangwa base was manned by the Field Troop and 9 Consiruction Troop. The 
Rundu base was manned by the 8 Construction Troop, who were eo-located with; 
Italians, Spanish, Finish and SADF pers. For the first three months of the 
tour there was still a strong SADF presence in Grootfontein, Ondangwa and 
Rundu. 

27. Movement of Personnel. All personnel whether on construction tasks 
or not were required to be armed when out of base. This applied to 
Grootfontein and all areas North. This situation remained throughout the 
tour and although weapons were never used in anger, it is thought that they 
at times proved to be a useful deterent. During the period leading up to 
the elections, there were a number of incidents where UN personnel were 
attacked in crowd situations. In all incidents the UN pers involved were 
unarmed. Construction teams were usually of section strength travelling 
in either Unimogs or Buffels when off road. (See Annex E.) 

28. Political Situation. On arrival in country the political situation 
was fairly stable with only a small number of violent incidents being reported 
that could be linked to the forthcoming elections. The common factor during 
this period was a general feeling of uncertainty as to what would happen 
and if it did; when. Assessments ranged from a completely peaceful transition, 
to full scale hostilities and the return of SADF forces. 

29. As was commonly predicted, the political situation began to 
deteriorate as election time drew near. The two main Party's involved 
were SWAPO and DTA, who between them had the majority of electoral support. 
Friction between supporters of these two groups began to increase, resulting 

in several violent incidents. 
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30. SWAPO was generally supported by the local Owambo and Kavango people 
where as DTA was generally supported by the white/coloured community and ' 
ex-SADF personnel. Many of the ex-SADF personnel were black soldiers who 
had been demo~ilized a~d now lived in close proximity with SWAPO supporters. 
Consequently ~nt~m~dat~on from both sides became a common occurence. 

31. During the final two weeks before the elections, violence in the 
Oshakati area flared up and resulted in 17 dead and over lOO injured. In 
addition to traditional weapons; automatic weapons and a variety of grenades 
including rifle projected grenades were used. A number of white phospherous 
grenade attacks on Kraals, shops, a school and vehicles were also reported. 

32. Whilst the main area of concern was in Owambo, there was also a 
number of smaller incidents in Kavango and the Caprivi Strip. 

33. Construction Tasks. Immediately after arrival in country, 
construction projects began in earnest in preparation for the forthcoming 
elections. Tasks were varied and included both vertical and horizontal 
construction. The tasks on their own were simple, but were made difficult 
by the hot dusty conditions, the need for security precautions and slow 
erradic material supply. 

34. Material supply was split evenly between local (Namibia) sources 
and supplies from South Africa. Generally key items such as septic tanks, 
pressure reducing valves, etc., had to come from South Africa. The process 
of supply was often slow and tedious. 

35. During the first month section commanders came into their own as 
they were required to complete projects with insufficient materials in 
remote areas far awav from their base. This type of work called for a lot 
of initiative and induced a strong sense of responsibility, particularly 
with regard to personal security. 

36. Types of Tasks. As mentioned previously the tasks encountered 
prior to the elections were many and varied. They included the following: 

a. Recon and provision of essential services to some 20 
separate UN CIVPOL stations: These stations consisted of Bavarian 
prefabricated buildings with caravan accommodation. A~ required 
plumbing, sewerage, water supply, electrical retic, and construc­
tion of generator sheds, etc. (see Annex F). 

b. Recon and upgrade of access roads to UN CIVPOL stations 
plus construction of Hardstandings: Initial refurbishment of an 
airfield at OPUWO was also begun during this period. (see Annex F). 

c. Recon and preparation of Polling Station sites: As election 
time drew near, 17 CONST SQN was solely responsible for the recon 
of 127 proposed polling station sites throughout Owambo, Kaokoland 
and the Kavango. Many of these sites required water and power 
supply plus long drop toilet facilities. 
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d. . Support t? other UN.Contingents: Normal support to other 
con:1ngents :ont1nued and 1n fact escalated as construction teams 
str1ved to e1ther complete projects, or at least get them t o a 
stage wh~re they could be left during the elections. The t e 
of work 1ncluded: YP 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

partitioning and upg~ading of accommodation 
blocks; (see Annex F) 

maintenance and repair of essential services; 

c~nstruction of bunkers and limited advice on field 
defences. (see Annex F) 

37. During the period leading up to the elections 17 CONST SQN was 
extremely busy meeting the requirements outlined in pare 14. All personnel 
worked a 7 day week during this period and often 11 - 12 hours a day . The 
long hou+s were made easier to bear because of the real nature oi the task 
at hand. 

Field Engineering Tasks: (21 Sep 89 - 10 Feb 90 ) 

38. During the period leading up to the elections and indeed for the 
Tour as a whole, the main tasks conducted of a Field Engineering Nature 
were as follows: 

a. destruction of Mines and Explosiv e Ordnance (DMEO) ; 

b. mine clearance; 

c. construction of Bunker Systens; 

d. instruction on Hine Warfare and awareness to other 
Contingents; and 

e. construction blasting tasks. 

39. Most of the above tasks were in the nain carried out by t he Field 
Troop (FD TP) based at Ondangwa, however, the~e were instances when the 
FD TP wasn't available. On these occasions the task at hand was completed 
by personnel from other Troops within 17 CONST SQN. 

40. DMEO Tasks. These tasks provided the bulk of work for the FD 
TP. Eighty percent of these tasks involved the destruction of SADF 
ammunition left behind in SADF bases. An example of the DMEO tasks 
conducted from Sep 89 - Jan 90 is at Annex H. 

41. The destruction of SADF ammunition became somewhat of a monotonous 
exercise that was relieved by tasks for UN CIVPOL or the South West African 
Police (SWAPOL), which often involved the destruction of Eastern Block 
ammunition. This ammunition ranged from recovered mines to anti-tank and 
Artillery ammunition located in old battle sites. All such ammunition where 
possible was blown insitu or moved to a safe area and exploded. NZ personnel 
were involved in several DMEO tasks, but served mainly on construction 
related tasks. (see Annex H). 
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42. Mine Clea:ance. On 21 Sep 89 the Field Troop reacted to a mine 
incident on the fr~nges_of an abandon~d SADF camp at Mahonene (near Ruacana). 
All SADF bases had prev~ously had the~r protective minefields mechanically 
cleared and were cons~dered to be anything from 75% to 98% cleared. This 
particular base had had 5259 A/Pers mines laid and 732 were unaccounted 
for after clearance. 

43. On this occasion a local lost his leg and several mines were 
uncovered around him by the explosion. Australian sappers cleared a path 
into these mines using hand prodders and exploded them insitu. The mines 
were R2M2, which closely resemble the American Ml4 A/Pers mine. (see 
Annex I). 

44. There were several such incidents during the remainder of the tour 
plus one during the elections where a Soviet TM57 A TK mine was planted 
on a public road, destroying two civilian vehicles and injuring the 
occupants -(see Annex G). These incidents provided first hand practical 
experience for the sappers involved and ensured that all personnel remained 
wary of the mine threat. 

45. Only the main roads in Northern Namibia are sealed and approxi-
mately 80% of all roads are dirt and lead to remote areas. Although 
fortunately the mine threat never manifested itself, Australian and NZ troops 
were continually using the dirt roads, often within several km of the Angolan 
Border. Consequently mine awareness was paramount especially during the 
lead up to the elections and immediately afterwards. 

46. Construction of Bunker Systems. These systems were constructed 
mainly by the respective construction troops' and were designed to provide 
protection against grenades, small arms, fire and mortar attack. They were 
built above ground level and constructed with filled sandbags usually 3 - 4 
layers thick. 

47. In Owambo all SADF bases had lOft high earth bunding around their 
perimeter. The bunker systems were constructed in these bunds. This was 
the case at Ondangwa Base. (see Annex D). 

48. Mine Warfare Instruction. Immediately after arrival in country 
the Field troop was actively involved in providing instruction to the 
Malaysian and Finnish Infantry Battalions on mine warfare skills. Particular 
emphasis was placed on mine detection and awareness, and the habits used 
by insurgents to conceal and mark mined areas during the recent bush war. 
Insurgents often marked a mined area by using a broken branch pushed into 
a tree's foilage with the broken end protruding. Other methods were using 
a cairn of stones, etc. Mines (ATK) were commonly stacked in groups of 
2 or 3 high and occasionally in groups up to 5 high. S.\DF mine protected 
vehicles proved very effective and were responsible for saving many lives. 
(see Annex E). 

49. The types of mines found in Namibia and Angola are generally either 
South African produced or Eastern Block . A list of commonly found mines 
is at Annex I. 
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50. Construction Blasting. Several blasting tasks were conducted 
during the Tour, the largest being of 3 weeks duration. This particular 
task involved the deepening and clearance of a 900m channel for a Catholic 
Mission station on the Kavango river. The channel was used to provide 
water for a small turbine that supplied power to the mission. (see Annex J ) 

51. This task involved using rock drills with PE4 explosive plus 
beehives. This was an excellent task that used a cross-section of trades 
from Surveyor to Plant Op to Field Engineers. 

52. Another type of demolition task carried out was the destruction 
and dis-assembly of radio towers. These towers were too dangerous to dis­
assemble in place and so were blown down using PE4 explosive. (see Annex J ) . 
Such tasks were generally conducted by the construction troops' and provided 
some variation to their construction duties. 

Namibian Elections 

53. General. On 15 Oct 89 the confirmed dates for the elections 
were announced for the period 7 - 12 Nov 89 inclusive. This was the reason 
for our being here and all efforts were centred on ensuring that all support 
systems were in place by election day. 

54. Despite the need to complete all election related construction 
tasks, 17 CONST SQ~ was also tasked with formulating a plan to support 
United Nations personnel in the Owambo, Kavango and Hereroland. This task 
was made more complicated as their would be an additional 2000 UN civilians 
in the area actually running the elections at individual polling stations 
(all 127 of them). This plan was to facilitate the following at all polling 
stations: 

a. adequate food and water re-supply; 

b. construction maintenance to essential services as required; 

c. provide an armed security presence to all polling centres; 
and 

d. have in place a contingency plan for emergency withdrawal 
of Australian/Ne'' Zealand nationals to Ondang1-1a Base. 

This plan was to be known as Operation PollGallop. 

Operation PollGallop 2 Nov 89 - 14 Nov 89 

55. The 17 CONST SQN was at this time basically divided into four groups 
as follows: 

a. 17 CONST SQN TAG HQ including rear details; 

b. Roving Maintenance Teams; 

c. Read Reaction Force; and 

d. Election Monitors. 
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56. 17 CONST SQN TAC HQ. On the 2 Nov 89 the SQN TAC HQ deployed 
North from Grootfontein to Ondangwa Base, and established the CP from which 
all the 17 CONST SQN operations in support of the election would be 
controlled. The HQ contained the OC, 21C, CONST OFFR and normal OPs Clks 
etc. 

57. A rear detail of approximately 50 personnel remained in Grootfontein 
under the command of the QM. This group was responsible for base security 
and forward supply of construction materials, etc. 

58. Roving Maintenance Teams. The maintenance teams were the backbone 
of the effort provided by the Australian Contingent during the elections. 
These teams were of section strength and commanded . by a Corporal. The AO 
was divided into 13 sections each supported by one of the maintenance teams. 

59. Each maintenance team was issued 1 x Unimog truck and 1 x Landrover; 
plus a quantity of construction stores for minor maintenance tasks. These 
teams worked very long hours during the elections and each taam travelled 
thousands of kilometers visiting each polling station once every 48 hours. 

60. The contribution made by these maintenance teams was invaluable 
in terms of maintaining a military presence and providing logistical supply 
to the election monitors. Personnel in these teams were often involv ed 
in cro~ticontrol incidents, and several tense situations arose where t he 
CPL in charge was required to make sound and practical decisions . It is 
a tribute to their level of training and maturity t hat there were no 
unfortunate incidents as a result of over reaction. 

61. Ready Reaction Force. As a further contingency against emergency 
a Troop (-) size Ready Reaction Force (RRF) was formed and ordered t o perform 
the following tasks: 

a. security of Ondangwa Base; 

b. patrolling of the areas of Owambo in support of t he engineer 
maintenance teams; and 

c. extraction of Australian (AS) and other monitors as ordered. 

62. The RRF was divided into two 16 man groups; each under the command 
of an Officer and mounted in 3 x Buffels. These teams rotated daily between 
base security and patrolling tasks. 

63. Extraction of UN Election Monitors. In the eventuality of open 
hostility and a threat to UN lives, the RRF was given the responsibility 
to evacuate UN personnel. The large number of possible scenarios for 
evacuation meant that several basic drills were devised. Four different 
drills were devised as follows: 

a. halt and assert presence; 

b. single vehicle pick up; 

c. multiple vehicle pick up; and. 

d. rear entry to polling station compound by force. 
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64. Each drill differ~d slightly depending on the severity of the 
situation but the general Ldea was to regain the initiative from the crowd 
and using two Buffels to cover the scene, send the third into the fr ont 
door and recover any UN personnel inside. 

65. The RRF was only used for real on one occasion where supporters 
of the DTA had bailed up a SWAPO supporter Lnside a UN DistrLct Office . 
The situation had reached the stage where the DTA group (some 200 strong ) 
was on the verge of attacking the office, when the RRF and elements of SWAPOL 
arrived. The mere presence of the RRF and SWAPOL sent the crowd scattering 
and difused what had become a very tense situation. 

66. Patrolling of the Owambo AO. The RRF patrol programme was 
instituted to support the Malaysian Battalion (MALBATT) patrol programme 
in Owambo, and to complete a reconnaissance of polling stations with AS 
personnel present in case evacuation was necessary. Patrols were carried 
out while the polling stations were open from 0700 - 1900 hrs daily . If 
whilst cpnducting a patrol the atmosphere of a polling station was tense, 
the RRF had the authority to halt in front of the station and stabilize 
the situation by asserting a military presence. 

67. Election Monitors. The actual conduct of the elections was to 
involve two distinct party's: namely the Administrator General's 
Representatives (AG Reps) and the UN electoral monitors. The AG Reps l<ere 
the group who would physically run the elections whilst the UN personnel 
would monitor and ensure the process was "Free & Fair". 

68. The majority of UN electoral personnel were flown in especially 
for the elections however, the ASC UNTAG was required to provide 30 S~CO's 
and Officers as election monitors. These personnel were required t o attend 
in civilian attire and be completely unar::~ed. After spending the previous 
6 weeks in uniform and carrying a weapon; the idea of dressing as a civ ilian 
and being unarmed and confined to a polling both, was not well received 
by some monitors. 

69. The first 3 days of voting saw crowds of several thousands massed 
around the majority of polling booths. Voting lasted for a minimum of 
12 hours a day and during the first days often lasted for up to 16 hrs in 
some centres. The voting process was slow and tedious with 90Z of voters 
in Owambo requiring thumb printing, etc. An ultraviolet solution was als o 
applied to the voters fingers and every voter was checked on entry to the 
polling booth with a black light to ensure that they had not voted at 
another station. Polling booth venues ranged from permanent schools and 
offices to tents in the middle of Owamboland. 

70. Voting concluded on 11 Nov 89 with 95Z of all registered voters 
having lodged their vote. The final result gave SWAPO 57Z and DTA 28% with 
the remaining parties sharing the remainder of votes. The distribution 
of votes was to prove a major factor in the peaceful acceptance by ~11 . 
parties that the elections were indeed "Free & Fair". A major consLderatLon 
was that because SHAPO didn't get a two thirds majority they could not 
completely dictate the Nations future, therefore opening the door for a , 
coalition and a constitution that reflected a blend of the two major party s 

policies. 
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Part 3 

POST ELECTIONS (15 NOV 89 - 26 FEB 90) 

General 

71. The situation immediately after the elections remained tense but 
stable as the election results were absorbed. 17 CONST SQN remained on 
the "dry" for two weeks during this period with extra care being taken when 
moving away from bases and in particular on dirt roads. 

72. During this period all construction and Field Engineering tasks 
resumed and works tasks began to flow in from HQ ASC UNTAG. After 
refurbishment of stores and vehicles, the maintenance team members returned 
to their original bases. 

Construction Tasks 

73. Construction tasks during this period remained very much the same 
as those prior to the elections. Contrary to predictions the amount of 
work increased as the emphasis shifted from election support to improvement 
of UN Contingent accommodation and facilities. 

74. During the period over Xmas and New Year Namibia entered the 
Wet Season which saw daily deluges of rain. The wet season initiated further 
Plant Support tasks to UN CIVPOL stations, eg; hardstandings, clearance 
of access roads. 

75. In general terms the constructions tasks remained many and varied 
which kept the Sqn fully employed. The types of construction completed 
before return to Australia included: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

various water supply tasks; 

disconnection of services to UN CIVPOL stations; 

completion of Opuwo airfield including installation of 140m 
double barrelled culverts (see Annex F); 

refurbishment of Hospital at Oshikati; 

interior partitioning and concrete work for various UN 
Contingents (see Annex F); 

installation of 4 x Non-Directional Radar Beacons; and 

construction of School building in Tsumeb. 

76. During the latter stages of the T.O.D. word was received of our 
forthcoming withdrawal. A large percentage of the construction effor~ was 
then diverted to prepare vehicles and equipment for return to Austr~l~a. 
Support was also required for the disconnection and recovery of var~ous 
non-essential UN CIVPOL stations. 
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77. Water Supply. During the period leading uo to New Year the 
b d . country 

ecame grippe in what was claimed to be the worst drought for some 20 years. 
17 CONST SQN provided several water points in the North on the Kavango River, 
at Nkurenkuru and Bagani. The main equipment used was the: 

a. Permutit CPC 7. 5; and 

b. Permutit CPC 20 

78. Both equipments mentioned in para 77 performed well and provided 
large amounts of potable for water weeks on end. 

79. The water supply in northern Namibia is generally very good, 
especially in Owambo which although dry has reliable artesian fed sources 
in place. These sources were installed by the SADF which previously 
maintained a number of bases in Owambo. Potable water supply to UN CIVPOL 
stations in remote areas was generally by water truck. 

80. Field Engineering Tasks. Field Engineering tasks for the duration 
of the T.O.D. are covered at para's 38- 52. 

Political Situation 

81. The political situation was to remain stable which was largely 
due to the acceptance by the individual parties that the election was Free 
& Fair. A shadow cabinet was elected shortly after the elections that provided 
a fair distribution of the two major parties (SI~APO and DTA) to key cabinet 
positions. 

82. Independance was set for 21 Mar 90 and the final draft constitution 
olaced before individual parties in early Feb 90. The process towards 
Independance generally went very smoothly due largely to the co-operation 
displayed by all sides. The last remaining SADF combat units withdre" from 
~amibia to Walvis Bay and South Africa on 24 Nov 89. 

UNTAG Withdrawal Plan 

83. The withdrawal plan for the ASC UNTAG underwent many changes but 
the final plan was as follows: 

a. Flight A ETD 01amibia 6 Feb 90 (100 pers); 

b. Flight B ETD Namibia 26 Feb 90 (135 pers); 

c. Ship Party ETD Namibia 22 Feb 90 (6 pers to escort SQN 

c & B vehicles); and 

d. Flight C ETD Namibia early April (remaining contingent pers) 

NZ pers were all included on Flight B. 
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84. From the 19 Feb 90 all Flight C personnel became a separate 
organization and began work in preparation for the withdrawal of UN forces 
from Namibia. This work involved the following: 

a. Recon and mapping of existing minefields; 

b. Disconnection and refurbishment of L:l CIVPOL stations; and 

c. Maintenance and handover of UN occupied bases. 

85. The main task during February was the sea preparation of t he 150 
B and C vehicles plus an extra lOO items such as compressors, concrete mixers, 
etc,. All items were transported by train to Walvis Bay by 15 Feb for 
shipment to Sydney. 
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Part 4 

TRAINING AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

Training 

86. There is no doubt that NZ personnel were fortunate to be able 
to participate in UNTAG Namibia. A wide range of both soldier and trade 
skills were conducted within a realistic scenario and in a unique environment. 

87. JNCO Training. It is believed that JNCO's received some of the 
best practical experience possible during the UNTAG Mission. The amount 
of tasks to be completed coupled with the vast distances involved mean't 
that Sect Comd and Sect 21C's were required to operate independently for 
periods of up to a week at a time. This situation was common place in the 
weeks leading up to, during and immediately prior t o the elections. There 
was a great deal of uncertainty and speculation during this period which 
provided a realistic and at times tense aspect to individuals' daily activities. 
This period was often heard to be described as a "corporals' paradise" and 
provided the JNCO with invaluable experience for the future. 

88. Individual Training. Perhaps the best aspect of the mission 
was that soldiers of private rank were able to participate. The NZ pers 
excelled in the conditions and there were no disciplinary problems whatsoever . 

89. The combination of long hours and varied tasks coupled with the 
environment produced a great deal of enthusiasm and once again provided 
a unique opportunity to conduct both soldier and trade skills in a realistic 
environment. 

Administration 

90. NZ Support. The support received from ~Z was in general terms 
very good. Once the Tour was underway NZ pers received the following: 

a. various newspapers; 

b. Fixed Bayonet Magazine; 

c. NZ Army Sitrep; and 

d. videos 

91. With the exception of videos, all other items were received on 
a regular basis. It is thought that under the circumstances the level of 
support in this regard was excellent, and was a definite boost for morale. 

92. Mail. The mail system was at first shaky but this was due to 
the UN mail sorting facilities in Namibia rather than in.NZ. Ma~l delivery 
to Namibia was through the GPO Auckland via the Internat~onal Ma~l Ce~tre 
in Sydney. The mail delivery was also very good with delivery t~mes ~n 
the main being an average 9 - 15 days. 
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93. Postage back to NZ.was directed back through the IMC Sydney. 
Postage was free from Nam1b1a to Australia with normal postage costs being 
incurred between Austral1a and NZ. Again this system proved reliable and 
reasonably quick. Letters took an average of 12 days to reach NZ. 

94. Communications. Communications between COMD NZE and LF COMD were 
effected using the UN and Australian Signel net. This system proved reliable 
and the passage of Sitreps, etc., were generally effected within 24 hours. 

95. Pay and Allowances. NZ pers were paid in Namibia in exactly the 
same way as their Australian Counterparts. This was effected as follows: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

NZ DEF OPU advise NZ DEF CANBERRA of fortnightly total including 
NZFA, UUA e.t.c.; 

NZ DEF CANBERRA converted individual totals to Australian dollars 
and advised HQ ASC UNTAG by signal. 

NZ pers paid by 17 CONST SQN pay rep in South African Rand. 

96. The pay system proved reliable however despite numerous requests 
there was only one delivery of "Pink Slips" from NZ. This was only a minor 
matter and in general terms payment of NZ pers was effected without any major 
problems. It is believed that this system would be ideal for any future 
UN deployment as part of an Australian Force. 

97. The initial location allowance of US~l4.06 per day granted to NZ 
pers was interim only and subject to adjustment. 
by COMD NZE of 17 Nov 89 which included a cost of 
daily allowance was not received until 26 Feb 90. 

Despite a written submission 
living proforma; an approved 

98. Support to Dependants: Support to dependants at both Unit level 
and from LF COMD was adequate. It is believed that a monthly newsletter 
based on Sitreps should be promulgated to dependants. This would provide 
information of a general nature that would serve to keep dependants up to 
date with what the contingent as a whole is achieving. 

99. NZ Equipment: NZ equipment proved to be both reliable and suitable 
for the conditions encountered in Namibia. The NZ Field Pack in particular 
as opposed to the Australian version, was capable of carrying all required 
equipment when operating away from base areas. 

100. Weapons and Tool Kits: Prior to deployment to Australia it was 
directed that the NZE take both personal tool kits and Ml6 A1 weapons for 
service in Namibia. This proved to be an unnecessary administrative burden. 
It is believed that it would have been far easier to use Australian weapons 
which would have negated both the need for separate accounting and storage 
facilities whilst in transit and arrangements for RTNZ on civil aircraft. 

101. It is recommended that for any future deployments involving a small 
number of NZ pers serving as an integrated component of a larger force over­
seas, that the weapons of the fostering force be used. Particularly in 
the case of Australian Forces that use the same weapons as ourselves. 
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102. Medical. NZE ASC UNTAG pers did not suffer any serious illness 
during the deployment. Minor ailments such as diahorrea, 24 hour bugs, etc., 
were however fairly common. SPR Wilson received a gash to the top of his 
foot which healed badly and required further treatment. A Swiss Medical 
Unit Orthopaedic Surgeon examined and x-rayed the foot. Because it was by 
this time only 10 days to departure for NZ the medical authorities recommended 
that any treatment should be conducted in New Zealand. HQ LF COMD was notified 
by signal and arrangements made for medical treatment on arrival in 
New Zealand. 

103. General: In general terms administration support to the NZE ASC 
UNTAG more than met the requirements of the contingent. The NZE ASC UNTAG 
was fortunate that it was able to tap into the Australian facilities which 
to a large extent alleviated the need for complete mail , pay and communication 
systems to be set up. As a result the tour as part of the ASC UNTAG went 
smoothly with only minor problems that were easily remedied. 

UN Military Units and Their Functions 

104. The UNTAG was made up of many different nationalities, however the 
main military contingents and their functions were as follows: 

a. FINNISH (FINBATT): FINBATT were an Infantry Battalion who's 
responsibility was to patrol the Kavango·and Caprivi Strip 
to report on insurgency activities and maintain the peace. 
FINBATT was composed mainly of Army reservists with a cadre 
of regulars. 

b. MALAYSIANS (MALBATT): MALBATT performed the same functions 
as FINBATT, but in the Owambo and Kaokoland areas. 

c. KENYANS (KENBATT): KENBATT operated mainly to the south of 
Windhoek and provided the same functions as FINBATT and MALBATT. 

d. BRITISH (BRITCON): BRITCON was responsible for all 
communications support to both civilian and military groups 
in UNTAG. Their task was a difficult one especially during 
the Elections when their were many different nets operating 
24 hrs a day. The strength of BRITCON was approximately 120. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

POLISH (POLLOG): POLLOG were the main logistic unit for food, 
vehicle and appliance supply to all points north of Grootfontein. 
POLLOG were of Bn strength. 

CANADIANS (CANCON): CANCON operated mainly out of Windhoek 
and provided the main supply store for POLLOG to draw its' 
supplies from. CANCON also supplied mechanical repair parts 
as required. They also provided a road transport service. 

SWISS: The Swiss provided medical support to all main centres 
in northern Namibia. They also provided an air passenger and 

MEDEVAC service. 

h. DANISH (DANCON): DANCON co-ordinated all air movement. 
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i. ITALIANS & SPANISH (HELITALY): HELITALY provided rotary wing 
aircraft and pilots. The Spanish provided the majority of 
the fixed wing pilots. 

j. UN MILITARY MONITORS (UN MILMON): Approximately 1000 military 
personnel were drawn from 68 countries. UN MILMON's were 
responsible for monitoring all SADF bases . They were also 
stationed in caravans along the Angolan border to observe 
movement of FAPLA, UNITA and especially PLAN fighters. 
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HQ ASC UNTAG 

STRENGTH 9:21 

ANNEX C TO 
NAMIBIA TOO REPORT 
DATED,Z1? FEB 90 
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n 
0 
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c - 2 

17 CONSTRUCTION SQUADRON 

STRENGTH 14:256 

[1--------1 

[~-------"' ----1 

n 
0 z 
C/l .., 



bove: 

AUSTRALIAN FORWARD BASES 

OND&~GWA (OWfu~BOLAND ) 

A:\NEX D TO 
NA:-llBIA TOD REPORT 
DATED ,Z$ FEB 90 

Bunded perimeter at Ondangwa Base is typical of all SADF Bases i n Namibia 

Buildings inside perimeter were basic but practical. Approx. size of 
Ondangwa Base is 600m x 400m. 



D - 2 

RUNDU BASE (~~VANGOLAND) 

)OVe: Part of the perimeter of Rundu Airforce Base. 

~low: SPRs August and Sumption strengthen de:ences around their perimeter. 

\ 



D - 3 

GROOTFOl'iTEDl 

Above : OR's accommoda t ion ac Logistics Base Grootfontein. 



\bove: 

3elow: 

~!DiE PROTECTED VEHICLES 

ANNEX E TO 
NN-11BIA TOD REPORT 
DATED gtr FEB 90 

The Buffel was used extensively off road and seats 10 personnel . 
The 'V' shaped base is filled with water for protection against mine 

blast. 

The Casspir is a fast mobile MPV (Mine Protected Vehicle) which sea ts 
10 personnel. It is also currently used extensively by the SADF, 1,;ho 
moun t twin 50 cal machine guns above the cab. 

r-~ 

.-..-~:X.~-

-~-~·~;; .:-;'=·gJli~$¥:~ 



\oove: 

Bel01•: 

CONSTRUCTION TASKS 

A:-:NEX F TO 
~AlHBIA TOO REPORT 
DATED t.!l FEB 90 

A typical U~ CIVPOL Station. In the foreground is the 'Bavarian' des~g~•d 

prefab structure asse~oled by ASC U~TAG pers. These Bavarian shelters 
are used extensively throughout Namibia and can be built in di£icre~t 
sizes and shapes as desired. 

A typical Generator shelter. A vast amount of these were installed b:: 
ASC UNTAG throughout ~orthern Namibia. 



• 

F - 2 

OPUivO AIRFIELD (KAOKOLAND) 

Plant tasks were many and varied. This task 1vas in a verv remote 
location in the heart of Kaokoland. Seen here elements of Plant 
Troop improve t he shoulders to Opuwo Airstrip. 

'·''-



Above: 

BelotJ: 

F - 3 

Steel framing is used to partition the interior of the Italian living 
accommodation at Rundu. The building is a Bavarian Kitset as shotm 
at F - 1. 

Sappers constructing and hardening the guard post at the entrance t o 
Ondang\·:a Base. 

' 
-.__,.,~.-.-.. · ~. •_-·:-

'·· 
• I 

J 



Below: 

Above: 

F - 4 

SPR Hay working on Interior partitioning for Malaysian Hospital 
in Oshakati. 

Construction of 140m of Double Barrelled Culverts at Opuwo Airfield. 



* 

Above: 

MINE INCIDENT AT OKATOPE 

ANNEX G TO 
NAMIBIA TOD REPORT 
DATED ,%.5" FEB 90 

This incident was one of several that occurred during the elections. 
These incident occurred on roads used often by ASC UNTAG personnel. 

Civilian vehicle immediately after the blast. The two occupants 
survived but required Intensive Care treatment. 

Below: SWAPOL personnel examine the debri. The exact type of mine could not 
be determined other than it was a plastic type; possibly So~iet TM57. 



.-\bove: 

Above: 

DHEO TASKS 

ANCiEX H TO 
NANIBIA TOD REPORT 
DATED ~'jj' FEB 90 

SP?~ h"ilson \Vith stock o: l06wm Rec:ciles:= Rifle r-ounds prepared 
£or disposal. 

Besides l06mm rounds a number of l20rnfil :rortar rounds were also 

disposed off. 



Above: 

H - 2 

SSGT Cook holds one o ~ several Soviet RPG- 7 rounds prio r t o d isposal 
at Buffalo Camp, Kavango land. 



PMN Anli-personnel Mine 

C•tSCf"l•r>iiOtl 
•,, ,. PI.'U ~1\II • P'"I)OrlOI!I "'""f ,..,}~ Ot'"f'IO()t'(] ~Iter 
th(' tno or rn~ Se:ono voo"CI W~r ana I'Hu betn 
rlt·.:>loy•a 1long tne E;ur Germ1n borOe• . tU ... ell •~ 
o"'Vont·••• ·"" ltl'lll.illll> t. t•tt:I'«'·"·,_Ouhlt'ft:U tn ~:.outl'ltr .. 

"''•CA AfiOI~U'f "'"'loOn Ollht! mme IS tne PMN-6 Its 

c. .. ~ c '' noi'Ot ot ou•oc-tasroc lfld I'IIIS 1 Sill~ I'IOie to• 
H" ""no mecnanosm ano oro,er cnaroe o::.oos• t .. 
, , .,. ., , ... , ... '" ' '·~•-- · ... ~•wcor~· ;:.·~;: r l'lt' tcop ''·'''or tr~ .. 
.. ,,,. ,,,.. " •u:::.. .. , ;o~o.:· ... •n("l cr.~~" !I r•w P•~s•u•,. 
:;.H·• "'I •C'I ·~ l>l!:u•eC I() :r.f Cll~l! Uy 8 ll'lon nut ill 

~11• • 11"' -.,;.,• ""'' "J"I!f1 •~•':l 't'lC ., ... S:llfty P"' 
····H~vt·IJ tl•crros<~ I !:I· t.J/0-'TI.nuteo~r .. y ll'lllm•no 
·ru~ '' Of'CI!u'tc rn• ''''"~ c-•~" --'C'"t"'~ l(o•-a•O u<'~OP.r 
• '· • '"" (_, tnr •,,,,..~_ ;11:. ~.- · , '• .,o.to! 1:1 """' •n tn .. 
~·11·• •"10 0' I'••· IH•fl(, :"" ~:·"'"=" c. ... •ot,)l;!:- 1 lwold 
~" •I ' '" l't•' 81 ""''..:; O• 1;,, ro.\ ~• c. : ' ') Alle• I hP 15 · t~ 

:'· ""ll"'''t" :- • •JO!! ••·!!:' '"" t-.: ...o!~ :r-•uuon tilt- ltac !lrltl 
~rod 1101""'~"' "'";--on ... n.cn mr• .. t-• 1('1''"''"0 oruo M 
( lowoly ('11 lflt" Clft"SSUf(' rylofld"'' lfu~ I$ lol"ld lt'i pliCI.' 
'''a st••f' on tne cyhnd,., 11nd ,,.-na•ns on trus ("ln~otlon 

until Hot' m•nt' ,, toe! oM Wl'l .. n o•tssu•t ·~ I("IDiofO tO 

rr .. - top or tnt CIH· tr.e •P••n;-•oedeO ''""'' tS 
, ..... 11 ~~d.,.nocnonturn hots a ~·•c...ossoonc)('ICI::lSule 

... rucn)I!'ISO:-ilntm"''"C""''0" 

S~!:Ctr!CA l10.'l5 
w ... 0 ntcooc 
Ol .. mth•r : \12nom 
l-4t-•oru: ~6mm 
•• .._.,,..,n,.•ot- TN~ 

u,.,, cn~·~e ... ,,ont: 2 ~t' !" 

8on1lt-l '""'0"· letryl 
Booal.-• ch.,Qe wtlqnl. 9 0 
oo~••ilno torcr . 0 2J lo.Q 

STATUS 
In s,.,,,r .. ""''" mt"m:lers ot1nf' ,,·arsaw Pact tnclud· 
ono EHt Ge•many The m1.-.e has also t:leen 
rnc.:ovnrereo '" tne Far !:ast ar.c .l.lnc.a In st~voce 
-..1:1'1 Ar9nan•sun (est 2~ 000 to 3J 000). cr·una. and 
Voern,.m . 

M;.N;;~AC7 tJ G;;_;:~ 

S<"-•.-ll1itlto a•s.-r.a ls 

pop ,.2 .-\nli-per!'onne! Mine 

o::s.:"::l.lnto,..,· 
ir• :>:>t..t-2 a"I•·D-"'~..,,"'t"''"' ' n" nasacorcu1111 pia sloe 
;:,c,;J, ,.:-oc ...,~.-• • :><oi'tO-•~::·oc lv:•nv tys:tl'7. i/IP 

...,,,.,,t;llt"I'Jo!C.Jff•ttd$lu"Q ••::ma t:leiiOyano,.,teQral 
cloD Tne s<~ttry IS a steel o rn inserted !Moucn tne 

3 pah"C: ""I> :l'lat se~a·atf'!o tno~ upper ano lo ... e• 
, 11 ,wes ol tne m one :,odw an:::: :ne- :~in alsO I'IOIOs out a 
so,nQ·Ioaot>-:1 otate -rule a: tne s"'me hme mecn­
an•cJII} nol.::lonq 1 connt::c· SlfiP !ram a c:o,.,nec1or 
roluc~ Qni~ ... r.cn tr•e 5C>rtn-: •!< wo!IH1ta ... n can an 
~1 .. c1rocJI p1111o t:l<' lorro .. •c lrono 1 D•(·:c..-~tlec1toc 

;>lunoc•totne•Q"•t"' 
,.,::>rm'lll )' o•es,u•e on !I'IP lOO or rne mone ..-oil 

,,,,.,., 11 """ pla~:oc COllAr 11'"'0 dt•'Jti"SS 11 OlunQt'l , 
c11•;ohn-;" a o•e:o- .. tc-:1roc .,.c o:;;o,Je to •O"•le the mone 
••1. ill nu::o:>ent::. a ne lflno:rol..:.::l •9no1e• cnaon tltne 
lAI••:y o•n o5 s1oll 1nsertt':l "~.: tht" ce>nneclt"l s1rop 
' ' ""'"''"'"' "'"'<'~ cont>~n ,.,,,., 11• .. conn,·c:ot Oloc• 
"'"n 1 wOIIIIV<' tS prOduC<!'C tloat "<'lliQ<:! ,.,,IJ Cli!ISS 

natmlessly tnrouon "'' to• •esostiii'\Cf' su:el p•n 
IAIIH'' tr.llr: 1nrouQI'I tl'le co'ln.-ctor s:ttp ._,.,en is 

m"'n<!'otm.-tal·•mo•eQn81t.::l'JIIS1•C""•tnare-lat .... ety 
/lo(;n ,,.1-,Stanct Only wnen tne- 011'115 ,..,1/ldr• ·..-n and 
pte-ssureon11'le 1111nro platecrealf~ ll'le poe:o-!tltctflc 
rttett wrll tl'le ~tsvllant votta;e oa.ss tnrouQI'I me 
mt"tal-imo•e-;nllle':l strop as tnr•e is nootr>e! pa1n lor 
•1totollo"" 

SPEC!F ICt. i JQNS 
Wr iorot:J71g 
I!I C'dt dlro.net~r: ~~~ Smm 
r.~ .... tdtn:uosmm 
Meooht :62mm 
T)ot-olm•lncnuoe :TNT 
WetQI'IIolm•lnci'I .. Qt:llO~ 
We ton1 ol p11m•• •nd erco,.,dur ci'IIIQr:O 65~ 
..,..., l,.,c1'181Qtdl• me-trr: 765m"' 
..,.,.,,., cl'l••o.- "~ tont: 20 5 mm 

:iTt.TtJ'::i 

'" '"'~''".,..,,~~East German .:.•my end io,..,r Otllft 
"~''"n~ M liS ::lef:n t'>Count~:r ec on Sou1n A.troc.~ 

M-'NIJ~AClURfn 

Ea~t G,.r,oan state I"'C1t.troes 

I - 2 

-
;~:.~~~::~:·,~:;~"~'~~ :~:: ::,•:,~,:.~• ,:::·:.:~·;OJ$n~~~: 
t'dd0il ' oHld1J•,.• cvlltnq,.,,l'lf'l,11P•O•ICIIHi'(• 

"''"l.l't' "'m•n~ :"•r one., /l'lt '"'''lo o·ni'HIJ Ot'1tfl 
fOITl()Wittl 



, M!NES I USSR 
STAlUS 

7. )ZM-3 end OZ.M-d 6oundin\,j 
f'll ~rsonnel Mines 

'Tt>t OZI.A·J•s u·,te•vic.t wolh mtmbt <l otthl Wtr$tw 
~~~et end l'lu been utld In AIQhtnn.ttn. The OZM-~ 
''on '''"'IC:t _,.,, W1rs1w Ptcl nauons tnd h11 been 
encovnltrtd m toulhiHI\ Alnce. 

t Seeond World War. lht Sovotlt used lrlt 

,, ~~~~:~011~~~~~~~\a;·:~l!~~~~~c~; 1~';';;~ 1 ~o:~~F~~~~;~~•E•~•'• 111so h•IO auembly tor OZM 
1 ,,, {l:!Omm) snell bune.1 In lht' •;l'ound ~"'""' 1 1 

,. "" Unoertht 1'10)1 ... u 1 VIII<.· I p•ooelltnl 
~• r 11":1 1 llasf• tuD(' runnong 10 the 1\lllltr 

'•••'"'' ••• oeton1111•0 tlytolhtr 1 n~molt tlec· 
•C •fl~ C.IOllblhh, o•t!!>V"t on il lull Of b) 

''"' •••• ar..d•I:!'(J 10 m~ lo.~l~ Th•s sets on tnt 
o n1 ,..,,,t'l toltl") tnf' l'llont out oltne grouru: 

'Id Ull'ltdt'la, t-u, ... ,..pl iht!Jtlolyunoltlurru 

,11 ·~IO.:t' 1:'\t' ee"·:n .. tc• lnc m•nc1 uoiod'! 
$ ~ r:'l~t'• oes ll•Ovt! tnl' t;;ruund GuoCI.Jnct or ll'l~t 
,,.,, .. a1.::~ ·~ act,..,· oeCI :> 1 tJ/11'1 plied around 

, . ~, ~~; ·~~~~~;~~;.~;~~·,:~:~ ~:~~~~~o~.~:~,"::~~ 
U'l ol CtU:l'tn>JI" trnoou;td~<llfllch.• 
1 ytoroe·ocat OZM-J boundlnQ trolo · ptllonnel 

., • '"''c::uct"O ~o~t- ... 1' tnd can b~ ~t.t otl Dy 
tdt LIOr ::l:~.t' rtmC.olt'::Ont•ol,pl.llllult.Ornlv•t 
t IQ ... II•ttl"\ ,101'\luzoe WntllletOtl.\l'ltOIHOI 
.~ •• 01:·~ tl'lrougn wtlh trot IfS! ol tl'lt mont 
0 •C irot l'ltoQI'II OIIM t•PIOSI'<t {1.5 ID 2' 
ot 050t :t•moneoDytlfllltrongwiFt Thtamlrot 
t f t!tc:"t reotu~ ot2~ mttru . 

JL)..I~ '' il tun"t~ d~"'tlooment otthe OZM-J 
oa one!~ lot <Id t:itcuocally Tht m'"' Dody 11 
,. I ::H: otu•• "'''"out Dlt-tragml,nt.;allon o.,. 
n nt •c·n 11 conuotlert toy a letl'lerlng wtrlt •no 
1 l.pumaot'y 0 & mtlrt H~o~l'll wttl'lou1 111.11e" 
.! · tn:: : . .sf!\~tcr g1 n•m il'le0ZM~ ltln\enOtd 

..,,,~, l,t '-4UV, MUV-2 or t•mllill pull lVIII 
)tt">fii:.OUn\t'ltdht!itdWII,.,IRD-8011111.1111' 

PE. IC,I.~IO~S 
j ,, 

t : J ~-,,.h tr::~mm 
, .. !2ili":".:TI 
hf"IIQtlypo~t:TNT 

U4 O(""'"'"•ro~r :l~Q 

I MZ-2 and POP.IZ-2P.I Anll­
~r,onnel Stake Mines 

:CRIPT10N 
POv.<:.'J allto·p.,•:~oonn~! sta~c muot .... 

cltlo;~r: ::v""'ll 1/'l~t Stoccno Wotld War an;:, con­
I; ot a -COO!rl ~talo.e ..,.,,,.,a cast iron 1t aQmenta :oon •r "'''" '" to ... s ottrao;mentat•on.tatl'ttr lo~e tntt 
•~"~•n: ;•tiiiCif troo a c. 1 trnoer or castl Nl. 
,.,,. ''"nt:~o .,,. norm1lly !a•d In c.lustert ollovt 

:. Olf a.,: 11e •ouioped ,..,tl'llr•pwires. Wl'ltnlrned 
.. ll'lf t..I'JV lu:f I pull 01'1 tl'le lf!D-IIt' /fffiOYt« 
tt:ll,l.e•·teU•n•no prn, -.n,crr telea~es ll'lt SOIIIIQ· 
_,,,., S11oott ac;~a•I'ISI ll'lt OtiCI.ISSiOII CIO anO Otl· 
e utl'lel":":,ne lllrneo .... trrtl'leVPF lule . wht . .,ll'lt 
'f•ue os ::ulled •I remo,..tsll'lt pullrmg 11om 1ound 
tfrua:: ci tne ~'""~"I bolt , releasmQ the so,ng­
l:l~to S,oofl IQCI•nst the pttCUSSIOI'I C.iiO and Ot'l• 

g,.,, l:"lt .'TI"'t' l.Jtt moot-Is are oesogniltt'J tlot' 
PtZ-?M ':'"eH 1'1&"'1' I ll't•eade.d ll.lltt·walland lo~te 
/'t, ollrt;"'~tntiil•on ,.·her e as tl'le POMZ-Z l'l;u ~" 

SCIFtC.:. ':'IONS .... , 
·~hi 
Un~tler 

h'thl(..,i: .•lfu!eDul 
olhOI.IIS:il,tj 

ilf'lc:l'ur,~r type 

flll~hl ol m•lro chug• 
Qratiro,;orulur .. 

'· 
onus 

POMZ-2 

"• ~mm 

POMZ·.OM 
I 7k;; 
"'mm 

1:!Smm 111mm 
TNi TNT 
7Sg :'!g 
lloo; lkg 
MUV 01 VPF MUVor v;>F 

.... ,,..,,, "'rll't mem!:le•s ot tl'le W•rsaw Pact A 
• tar m•"t '' m•de rn Ch•na. ,..nichl5 ligllltl ~nd 
~'"'' • zreater Oplt181on; t01Ce (9 to \81u~j . ll'lt 
I' h Ko•ran~ tlso m•lo..e a m•nt timrl•r to the 

4Z-2. Als:;l Ill St'fVICf w 1th Algl'l.1ni:~ot'n (1tSII 5 C00 
1UOOOL .ln,ol•. Yugolla~<•a 111d Vietnam. 

OZM-J bot.tnO'mQ anlt·personnel mm• 

TM-Si Anti-tank Mine 

SPECIFICATIONS 
WttQI'II:!O . S~g 

O••mel~rr;J1Smm 

IO"Itflll, wtm MVZ·5711.1ZII) 115 mm 
fw•II'IOullu:a)95mm 

TA1·57 ltlli·tlln• miroe Ill/eO' wiln MVZ-57 fvze 

'-'•lnc:tlu;etypo~t:cutTNT 
"'•lnel'l•tg~r •~rlgl'l t:7kg 

Opcr•llng fo1er: 20Q....JOO kg 
Fuu mod~tl: MVZ·S7p or MVS,.,_S 

TM-46 Anll-tank Mine 

DESCRIPTION 
ihtTM...,6 tsmet&ti•Cindca nOolltQIIICI'I•IOyl'larod 
or mecnanrcatly. Tn" MVM prntuto lu:• '' u• .. d to• 
mecl'lan•callayrng. or the MV-5 tun tor l'llnd lay•f'IO 
The mtroe it delonalld 11 folio ... , fMV·S) ; p1 .. 1ura 
•prlled!011'110fiUUfl plat•c:~moreuoath••"i'tr.•l 
sorrnQ In 11'\e lv:• unlll 11'11 tiiU••' '' "'"'"In; b•!l 
uc:apetlnto• r•c•u lntneorenullc.tP.IIIIIIItnO 
l/'lt IPfinQ·Ioaded stnlo.et wnich oetonates \1'18 mi"'· 
In IOpelfii\Ct tne Tl.l--66 lt llffiOII idtnloC:IIIO ll'llt 
TMN-'6. wnlcn no ... ever 1'1•• lll.ll/1·*•11 in cne bono m 
oltl'l•mlnelor t>Oooy-tr•PPono 

The ltrae11No5enll·llnk mrne Is ane•olc:IC:OQy OI 
troe TM--'6. A '""'~oon prOCiueed in Chon' 11 lo.nown 11 

cne Typ• 72 and ont proch.•C•d in Egypt 11 known 11 

tn• Mn1. The TM4•• also produced rn Bulgar1.1 . 

S?ECtFtCATIONS 
Welgi'II:B . ~kQ 

Dl•m•l•r:JO-Imm 
H•lgl'lt:91mm 
a.l•lnch•rg~typoe;TNi 
'-!afr.el'l•rg•••lol'lt.: S.Jkg 
Boo.ler c:huge: lNT 
Boo-t•r cto.•ro .. -~•or.1: 19a45 o 
Oper•tlng lore•: .1:1010• 210 lo.~ 
Fu.:r model: MV-5 o• MVM (angled tilt-roD) lo.IVSh~ 

SUTUS 
In ttr,.ice with mem~rs ol the w,.rsaw Ptc:l and 
hu been u:poned to the t.A•dOie 1nd F1r E1st and 

AlriCI. 

t.AANUFACiURER 
5o"''"''"' 1 10! I<StfloiJS 



Above: 

DH!OLITION TASKS 

ANc;EX J TO 
"'fu-!IBIA TOD REPORT 
DATED ,(~ FE3 90 

CPL Le~ch prepares supports for demolition using PE4. 



Above: 

J - 2 

ANDARA NISSION BLASTING TASK 

TDlS Dozer clears rubble in channel prior to blasting. 

Sappers prepare PE- 4 charges for blasting to improve depth and 
gradient of channel to improve '"ater flo~<. 



Back Ro•,c : L- R 

Front Ro1v: L- R 

.\::c;EX K TO 

:·:A:-lliliA TOD RE?C!<i 
DATED 2/J FC:B % 

SPR Tourima, SPR Suoption, LCP~ Sturzaker, 
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Sound budget advice is something that many soldiers could benefit 
from. The yellow pages in the phone book will yield several 
budget advice services, some of which are free. The local 
Citizens Advice Bureau will likely advise of further services and 
the costs associated with each. 

CONCLUSION 

The buying power of our soldiers take home pay is decreasing at 
the rate of inflation . Most of them have not had extra money 
in their pay packet, as a result of a general wage rise, since 
1987. The lack of satisfaction with the pay is a contributing 
factor to the low morale of the Army. Commanders have the 
responsibility of raising that level of morale. By the astute 
spending of their pay, soldiers will, in many cases, increase the 
efficiency of that pay. This increased efficiency in turn can 
~ncrease the satisfaction gained from the pay and thereby help 
uaise morale. Commanders should therefore take every 
opportunity to help soldiers get the most out of their pay. 
Also, soldiers should seek the help of their commanders to get 
the most from their pay. If our soldiers continue to see the 
positive factors they hear about in action, then the satisfaction 
gained from the life style offered by the Army will also be 
increased. 
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SERVICE WITH THE UNITED NATIONS 

TRANSITIONAL ASSISTANCE GROUP 

m 
NAMIBIA 

!lY 

Captain G.P. Shirley, RNZE 

Captain Ged Shirley enlisted into the NZ Army 
as a Cadet in January 1979. After completion 
of a Carpentry Apprenticeship he attended ocs 
(NZ) and spent two years as a Troop Commander 
with 25 ESS. Prior to his 11 UNTAG 11 Tour, Capt 
Shirley was employed at SME as an Instructor. 

INTRODUCTION 

Over the past 25 years Southern Africa has been plunged into 
various guerrilla wars as a result of colonization and subsequent 
bids for independence. Namibia (or South West Africa as it was 
previously known) has suffered similarly and has been gripped in 
a 20 year guerrilla war as South West African Peoples 
Organisation (SWAPO) has struggled to gain independence from 
South Africa. 

During the period 1987 - 1989 the war had reached the stage where 
SWAPO bases deep in Angola were being attacked and destroyed by 
South African Defence Force (SADF) units in an attempt to prevent 
guerrilla attacks into Namibia itself. This potentially volatile 
situation was exacerbated by the presence of some 50,000 Cuban 
troops in Angola whose advisors were increasingly becoming 
involved in the South African/SWAPO conflict. 

In February 1989 after some ten years of negotiations the UN was 
finally able to effect South African agreement for a cease-fire. 
This would include a UN peacekeeping operation to oversee the 
withdrawal of the SADF from Namibia and the Cubans from Angola; 
plus a 'free and fair' election that would hopefully pave the way 
for Namibia's Independence. 

PRE-DEPLOYMENT TRAINING 

The UN Force in Namibia was to be known as the United Nations 
Transitional Assistance Group (UNTAG) and involved many different 
nationalities, including a 300 strong Australian Army Engineer 
Contingent. After much negotiation it was finally agreed that a 
force of 14 RNZE soldiers would participate as an 
element of the Australian contingent. This was naturally met 
with great excitement, as few, if any of us had ever 
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expected to be given the opportunity to serve ~n Africa. The New 
Zealand element consisted of one officer; one senior NCO; two 
junior NCOs: and ten sappers. Four weeks of earnest 
pre-deployment training began in Sydney on 7 August 1989. Thi s 
training period proved invaluable during the TOO and covered such 
subjects as: 

• demolitions, 

NBCD, 

* 
mine warfare including vehicle mine incident -drills, 

route and area clearance, 

vehicle check point drills, and 

first aid and infantry minor tactics . 

SERVICE IN NAMIBIA 

We landed in Windhoek (Namibia•s capital) o n 26 September 1989 
and were immediately dispatched north to Grootfontein which was 
to be the location of our Squadron Headquarters. Thereafter we 
spent 90% of our time based at either Ondangwa in ovamboland or 
Rundu in Kavangoland. our duties included both construction and 
field engineering support to the UNTAG, with the majority of our 
tasks being within a 200 km strip running parallel to the Angolan 
Border. All contingent members were required to be armed, with 
weapons in a loaded state when travelling and working out of the 
base perimeter. 

From the moment we arrived in Namibia we were kept busy providing 
construction assistance not only to other UN military units, but 
to UN Civil Police (UNCIVPOL) who occupied makeshift Police 
Stations throughout North Namibia. 

The type of tasks included: 

Reconnaissance and provision of essential services (ie. 
power, water, sewage) to UNCIVPOL stations. 

Construction of makeshift refugee camps for returnees 
from Angola, Zambia and Botswana, wishing to vote in 
the November elections. 

Reconnaissance and upgrade of access roads, plus 
construction of hardstandings and an airfield. 

Reconnaissance and preparation of polling station 
sites. As election time drew near we were responsible 
for the reconnaissance of 127 proposed polling station 
sites throughout the whole 
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Northern region of Namibia between the Skeleton Coast 
in the West through the Caprivi Strip in the East. 

Quite apart from the construction related tasks, (which on their 
own kept us fully employed) we spent much of our time completing 
Field Engineer tasks. These tasks were varied and provided a 
welcome change to construction whilst provided an excellent 
opportunity to employ skills learnt on courses and practised 
during exercises'. Field engineering tasks included the 
following: 

Recovery and destruction of battlefield ordnance . 

Destruction of arms caches located by the South West 
African Police (SWAPOL) and CIVPOL. 

Various demolition tasks were undertaken; one in 
particular lasted 3 weeks and involved clearing a 900m 
channel on the Kavango River to provide water to 
operate a small electricity scheme for a mission 
station. This mi ss ion station provided the only 
medical care for an area the size of Taranaki. 

Field water supply tasks were conducted mainly in 
support of the Malaysian and Finnish infantry 
battalions who als_o operated in North Namibia. 

Route clearance in response to several mine incidents 
on local roads. This usually required the clearance of 
the vehicle track for up to 500m either side of the 
area to confirm the absence of further mines . 

In addition to the engineering tasks, we were also heavily 
involved during the election period (1- 14 November 1989). This 
after all was the reason for our presence in Namibia and the 
outcome would determine whether Namibia embarked on a peaceful 
transition to independence, or resumed its guerrilla war. The 
period leading up to, during and immediately after the election 
was tense with much inter-party intimidation. Despite several ­
riots and mine incidents, the elections were successfully 
completed on time and declared free and fair by all political 
parties. SWAPO won 58% of the vote. 

Various incidents continued to occur for the remainder of the TOO 
including killingr of white farmers. However these incidents, 
although serious, were isolated and did not affect the general 
move towards indeper.dence. A new constitution was eventually 
drafted and agreed upon, and independence declared on 21 March 
1990. 

The Tour to Namibia provided us with a unique experience to not 
only employ soldier and engineering skills , but to operate 
alongside different nationalities. Perhaps the most interesting 
of these were the South Africans, with whom we developed quite a 
close association, before their departure in late November. The 
SADF equipment is well adapted for fast moving operations and its 
vehicles are well designed to counter the mine threat. 
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Because our tasks were spread throughout the country we were able 
to see almost all of the Northern half of Namibia during the 
course of our duties. Namibia is bordered in the East by the 
Namib Desert and in the West by the Kalahari Desert. The 
conditions were harsh and the living areas spartan but adequate. 
There is very little external entertainment so it was fortunate 
that we had an extensive works programme. Leave over the first 4 
months was limited to two Sundays per month and later became 
every Sunday as the tour drew to and end. We had a leave period 
of seven days during which most of us visited South Africa and 
Zimbabwe. 

In closing, this proved to be an excellent TOO which provided us 
with some invaluable experiences. It also tested our ability to 
work in an isolated environment where personal discipline is of 
utmost importance. 

It gave me great satisfaction to observe the Kiwi soldiers, who 
as expected performed extremely well. Although our training 
system has its problems, it is comforting to know that when put 
in a given situation the Kiwi soldier will invariable perform as 
well as, if not better, than his foreign peers. 

We were indeed fortunate to participate in this mission. Perhaps 
one of the best reasons was that (as with the Sinai) soldiers of 
private rank could participate. This can only be beneficial to 
the Army in the future. These opportunities are rare and 
extremely useful to all concerned. One can only hope that the 
Army can participate in similar future mis sions and hopefully on 
a scale involving a larger Kiwi c omponent. 

Angola 

ONDlJIC'oiA . 
GROOTPONTD.N 

• 
Wla•lltnuk 
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