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ars Study Centre 6 MMR enters the Square from Coleman Place
Defence College, Trentham Military Camp




Lady Bowen

Manawatu Military Contribution

1868 Manawatu Militia (Dec 1868- Mar 1870) Manawatu Cavalry Volunteers / Lady Militia
Bowen’s Light Horse (1869- 1875) [Foxton]

Palmerston North Rifles
Volunteers (1879- 1910)

1887 2,601 — Palmerston North Guards (1891) Volunteers
Volunteers (1900-

Boer War 1899- 1902

C Company (Rifles) and G Company (Guards)

of 2" Wellington Battalion (West Coast) Rifle
Volunteers

Manawatu Mounted Rifles — Volunteers

1901 6,450
1911 10,991

A Squadron, 3 Battalion, Wellington
(Manawatu) Mounted Rifles

Territorials

th . .
1910 Y Wellmgtf)n Saticzlllen [Bissis Costy 6t (Manawatu) Mounted Rifles Regiment +
Regiment 1911- 1948 compulsory

1914 7t Wellington (West Coast) Company, 6th Squadron,

Wellington Regiment Wellington Mounted Rifles Regiment


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Lady_Diamantina_Roma_Bowen.jpg

Early Palmerston North
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“... there was never any friction with
the locals in the Manawatu, but other
parts of the colony were still being
kept in a state of ferment and fever
and, consequently it was deemed
prudent upon all males over eighteen
years of age to serve in the militia...
but in a district where everything was
peaceful, this compulsory service was
looked upon as a hardship...” (Old
Manawatu)

George Snelson
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Formation of the Palmerston North

Rifles (Volunteers): Mayor George
Snelson, 18 October 1878
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“Sir, We the residents in the above town whose names are
appended herewith, beg most respectfully to offer our
service as a Volunteer Rifle Company to be called the
Palmerston North Rifles, and from the fact that no corps of
any branch of the service exists within 30 miles so we are
encouraged to believe our service will be accepted...”




Rules for the Palmerston North Rifles
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Called Palmerston North Rifles Volunteer Corps
Open to all residents of the district of Palmerston
North, subject to [successful] ballot by the council
Membership: Enrolled Member, Honorary
Member or Reserve

Honorary Members may wear the uniform, but
must pay a donation of £3.3.0 (life membership)
OC to fix place of parade for drills and rifle practice

Yearly subs for all members 10 schillings
Fines:
* Talking in the ranks: £0.1.0

e Absence from parade: £0.3.0/ 0.2.0/ 0.1.0
* Wearing uniform when not on duty: £0.2.6

Expelled if miss three successive drill parades
Officers elected by ballot at Corps AGM



Proposal to create a Scandinavian Settler’s
Corps in 1881

“I have been asked by a large number
R of Scandinavian settlers to inquire if
gpsmet o T the Department would kindly grant us
P i the favour of forming a corps of their
| y R own. They are mostly old drilled
e - L et e s i soldiers .... We have several officers
L= : i s, ol among us and | believe we could

Drew

v — e A et e B muster 40 men... we all know the use
e e of a rifle and are generally good

St TG = T et shots...”
e Signed H. Graff, 29t October 1881
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' Annual Encampment, at the Showgrounds, circa 1902
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Parade outside All Saints Church, Church Street, circa 1909
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. Front rank Manawatu Mounted Rifles under Captain Peach. Second rank is
“ Cadet Corps. Third rank Palmerston North Rifles under Captain Mounsey.
Fourth rank Palmerston North Guards under Captain MacMurray.



Palmerston North Rifles circa 1912
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Palmerston North Guards, at a tournament held at Whanganui Racecourse in 1904
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~ Backrow (L to R): Drew; Torstonson; Hunt; W J Mountjoy; Horn; Wilson.
Front Row (L to R): Gascoyne; W Fitt; Stagpoole; Boon; McCall.
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Members of the Manawat itu, circa 19
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Date of first coum~

Name Date of Birth Ocoupation ission and rank. Partioulars of Servioce Present Rank Medals and Decorations
Lieut~Col.D.Pringle I2-0-1867 Saddler June I5th.IEI 6 years Hutt Valley Cadets Lieut~Col, Diamond Jubilee.
Lieutenant 1866-1874, I2 year's Service
Hutt I674-75, /.6 ‘g 16 year's Service

Manawatu Mounted Rifles,

Major W, Meldrum 26=T=1665

Solieitor

Lieutenant Nov.IP00 to date.
vy
Capt .8,.Jickell 16-5-1866 Oivil Eng-
ineer. Mareoh Gth 1604 Im. Ist Durham Light M.0.form,illuminated
discharge

Nov.I0th IP00 Hanterville Mounted Rifles,

Majom /6. Jorarik /90 /2}'»

Captain Quarter- o I8t Durham
master ‘IA@Q Infantry Volun-
eors .

1% 4(//,0,

Volunteers,ret-
urned sbricdent TETA-E3,
socharged

Oapt .H,Palmer I9-7-1681
Major A.M.Samuel

Major V.0.Ashworth 23-7-1864
Major W.F.Levin 12-12-1679

Capt .P.de B.Brandon 28-3-1876

Auotioneer

Ass .
im.gn
Department

" / A
is/:u./'- = &".-.lr./lu#’f»’t
Manawatu Mounted Rifles, 12 yoars Servige Medsl

25=3-1000 to present date.

Captain
l'?% lfl,
)%7... Gl lé. /9/2

/n?/n M ed ol

June IIth IP03 Rangitikei Royal Rifles
7 6 months ;

Lieutenant hn{-“ .
Hunterville Mounted Rifles,
Nov .IP00 to present date.
Feb.22nd 1000 2 years Ist King's Dragoon
= ILM“
years Surrey
Fed I3th 1907
Lieutenant

12




Oapt .G .D.Hamdlton

Lieut .W,.0.0,.8xth
Lieut ,H.P.Taylor

Lieut .J,B.Davis

Ideut .J .A.Somerville

Eﬂ'{;.w «8Morrison

Lieut ,M,.A Harding
Lieut .G .D Mayo
Lieut .D.G Moore

2nd Jldeut 0. Vatt

2nd .Lieut .8,V . Rapley

I-I-1883

C-4-1673

18-12-1877

I0=2-1665

23/1/1662

29/ /1863

20-4-1600

I15-I1-1661

22-5-1691
-1680

5

i

Nov.IIth I9IO
Lieutenant

«7th I9I0
eutenant

22md I9II
2o Tieut.

Aprdl Ist IpIZ
2nd u“{’.

S35 112

Aprdl Ist IOI2
Deo,ICth I9I2

Bpril Ist 1012

5 years B.A.Oonnmury
1002-1007 .mployed on
Hudqunm Starf for

4 years.

Manawatu Mounted Rifles
Aug.I899 to present date.

r-u«.&mmoa Rifles
May I to present date.

South Afrioca I900

Kelburne Rifles & Here-
Mounted Rifles from

m. I90I to present

Alexandra Mounted Rifles,
Sept .0th 1698 tolIPI1I

6th Mounted Rifles,I®II
to date,

South Africa,8th Oontg.

nmum Royal Rifles,

mmunu mu Rifles,
I904 to present date.

Vangammd Colleglate Sch-
ool Cadets,4

6th Mounted
to present da

ruw.ng Mounted Réfles,2“%
from I-3-00 to pres.da 0

6th Mounted Rifles,2 ym

Hunterville Mounted Rifles

“ﬂ?a 10-11-I900 to present
o

South Afrioca,If0 .,

OI,M 1911 %‘j /6. /7/3

Captain
Gt 16 Lgr2
Iieutenant I2 years Service Medal
/(/"'/z 1909 /L P S ..
Ideutenant 4
74’ 7 /7 7 ) -MM Al plaﬂ
Lieutenant 8
P S
/,ff 7 /,/0 &
Ideutenant Queens 8.A.Medal
3 Olasps.
;Mu  ad ’f a y

1deutenant 18 ge Mo dat
7(41: ?‘” /7/2 /‘/‘//;:

Lisutenant V’//C [Z/ A Lo /(_0-\.

/[(J((Ll‘ 4;\ Qc-[;v-v;
Lieutenant
Ok 2§%. '/z
Ideutenant }w/ 8/2
2nd Ldieut. P
e o] “ideet

ﬁl /6. /’ 7z

2nd JLieut . 13



Drill Nights and Parades

e ‘_ - y ® COTTLE
o= o fow. AN DENTIST.

_ > n ‘ |‘ " L8 i

To-morrow a church parade will be
held at All Saints’ Church, when the
Mounted -Rifles and the twg loecal
infantry corps will aitend, The
Palmerston Brass Band will play at the
head of the procession,

The drill shed is altogether inaden
guate for the requirments of th® volun~
teers, An effort shiuld be made to
secure a more suitable buildine.

YOLUNTEER NOTES.

Liast evening the members of the
Palmerston North Rifles and Falmerston
Guards paruded at the Drill ‘Hall, to en-
able Lieuts, Jack, Lounisson and Beale
to undergo the practical part of their
examination. .

The Guards fell in first, having a
splendid muster, the number on parade
being 52,

The Palmerston North Rifles were not
quite so large in numbers, but considers
ing that Friday is not their regular
night, and they only had a short notice
the parade, was very creditable to Capt.
Mounsey.

Before the Guards were dismissed
Lieut.-Colonel Newall, who was the
exawiner, expressed his pleasure at the
maoner in which the drill was performed,
He stated he was pleased to meet the
new company and hoped it would not be
the last time he would see them.

The Palmerston Rifles were also com-

-plimente& by Lieut.«Colonel Newall on

their successful evolutions. |
The examination was a very severe

one and the members of both corps did

a:l in their power to assist the officers



'Phe¢ Military School opened onm
Monday night under Oaptain
Bfowne, and will continue wuntil
the 13th inst, The  officers under
instraction are :—Captain Pringle,
Batfalion Staff; OCaptain Peach,
Manawatn Rifles; Captain McMur-
ray, Palmerston Guards; Lieut.
Louisson, Palmerston Rifles; Lient.
Palmer, Manawatu Mounted Rifles;
Lieut. Allen, Palmerston Guards:
Hon, Lieut. Gabites, High School
Cadets; Quarter-Master Sergt. Big-
nall, Manawatu Mounted Rifles;
Sergt. Halpin and Sergt. Stock,
Palmertson Rifles; Sergt. Fitt, Pal-
merston Guards; Corporal Kells,
Oorporal Bell and Qorporal Pratt,
Palmerston Rifles.

Military Training circa 1907

The subjects last night wero sema-
phore signalling, advanced flank and
rear-guard, solution of tactical pro-
blems. The programme for the re-
mainder of the week is as follows —
Wednesday, 3 p.m.—Parade at xifle
range, attack practice, field engi-
neering ; 8 p.m.—Use of aim correc-
tor, triangle of error. Thursday, 8
p.m—OQOutpost duties, semaphore
signalling, saluting with swords.
Friday, 8 p.m.—Topography, map
reading, saluting with swords.
Saturday, 3 p.m.—Field sketching
and use of instruments,



Palmerston North Rifle
Volunteers Funeral Procession
circa 1900

ey

This Drill Hall stood in Main Street East, between Princess and Victoria Avenue. This photograph
shows a funeral procession about to proceed from the Drill Hall to the Terrace End Cemetery



BRUARY 13, 1907.

THE NEW ZEALAND MAIL. o

(Annual) Encampment- 1907

TWO VIEWS OF THE RECENT E¥Y CAMPMENT AND DRILL OF THE PALMERSTON NORTH RIFLES. TALMERSTON NORTH GUARDS, MANAWATU
. MOUNTED RIFLES, AND FEILDING MOUNTED RIFLEE AT PALMERSTON NORTH. Fanntaine, Photo.



Members of the Manawatu Mounted Rifles in a Mess tent during encampment circa 1900

18



Parade of Volunteer Forces, WaIdegrave Paddock Easter encampment circa 1891- between what is now
Waldegrave and Bourke Street. Units from all over New Zealand participated.



Shooting at Hokowhitu Range .
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Hokowhitu Range
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.- THE MILITARY TOURNAMENT
M I | Ita ry TO u rn a m e nts Arrangements are going ahead

apace for the Grand Military Tour-
nament and Assault at Arms which
is to take place on Monday next
(King’s Birthday). Lieut. H. Pal-
_ mer, the energetic secretary, has
The Wellington everything well in hand, and judg-
" IR | Military Engineers at ing from ghah numlbeiiné' corps come-
WA T - ili peting and the splendid programme
) f‘“’ﬁ“ Rl wode BEALY artnr:“tlirlill fournament which has been arméad, given fine

~— M e weoather the affair must prove a
Showgrounds, 9 great success. The programme of
November 1908. events commences at 11 a.m. with a
gpectoular . figure march by cadets,
ST el Tainye 500 and from that time on exciting

'ﬂcryv. ENGINEERS.,

enrs, 2a49. - avents follew each other In rapid

suc
ite KING’S BIRTHDAY.

En The Military Tournament,

Art -
M A Brilliant Success

o 10,000 People Present

com EVERYONE DELIGHTED

500 When rain deluged the Manawatu |
throughout Sunday night and on to |
Monday morning the promoters of |
the Grand Military Tournament who
hava sstarlrad it onllae elavee for |

Palmerston North
Rifle volunteers drill at
the 1909 King’s
Military Tournament,
held at the A & P
showground,
Palmerston North




Boer War

' h African War 1899- 1902: T ,
SerV|Ce South African War 1899- 1902: TPR Anderson W.

Anderson was enrolled

Frederick (sitting) and (possibly his 23 i MMR in 1900
brother Isaac) Kennedy standing oy




Transition to a Territorid

e \/olunteer Force deemed unable to
meet New Zealand’s defence
requirements

* Defence Act 1909
e Territorials
e Compulsory Military Training

* Territorials established 1911
e 30,000 strong force envisaged

* Created out of the
“’heterogeneous mass of scattered
squadrons, batteries and
companies existing in the
Volunteer Corps.”

e Officers drawn from ranks and pass
prescribed examinations

e CMT registration beganin 1911

e By April 1914, Territorials
numbered 25,684, of whom 73%
had attended camp that year

J Batteq
Picture

* Not obliged to serve overseas; basis
for an expansion force

i 14
The Terrimrml Force 19
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Contribution to the First World War

THE OFFICIAL
WAR HISTORY

OF THE

Wellington
Mounted Rifles
Regiment

BY
MAJOR A. H. WILKIE

price 10/6-
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WMR under LTCOL W. Meldrum at Awapuni
Camp prior to embarkation

WMR Troopers in Jaffa, November 1917



Questions/ Discussion

Sixteen members of the Palmerston North Rifles pose with mascot,
circa 1900



SOU CES (less NZ Archives, Papers Past or Images)?

Published:
History of NZ Forces:

e Cook, Peter and Crawford, John, The Territorials: The History of the Territorial and Volunteer Forces of New
Zealand, 2011

» Stowers, Richard, Rough Riders at War: History of New Zealand’s Involvement in the Anglo-Boer War, 2002
* Taylor, Richard, Tribe of the War God: Ngati Tumatauenga, 1996

Manawatu History:

e Bradfield, A.G.S., “Forgotten Days”, 1956

* Buck, T. Lindsay, Old Manawatu, or the Wild Days of the West, 1903

* Patterson, G.C., Palmerston North: A Centennial, 1973

Unpublished

e Crawford, J.A.B., “The Role and Structure of the New Zealand Volunteer Force 1885- 1910”, University of
Canterbury MA thesis, 1986

* Hickman, Leanne, “Chronology of Palmerston North’s Military and Defence History 1860- 1975”, Compiled
for the Palmerston North City Council, January 2017

(1). Refs to Archives, Papers Past and Images (Mainly Manawatu Heritage Site) are located in the Notes View of each slide where
the item appears



