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Manawatu Military Contribution
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Palmerston North Rifles
Volunteers (1879- 1910)

Palmerston North Guards
Volunteers (1900- 1910)

A Squadron, 3 Battalion, Wellington 
(Manawatu) Mounted Rifles

Manawatu Mounted Rifles – Volunteers 
(1891) 

6th (Manawatu) Mounted Rifles Regiment

1868

1910

1914

Militia

Volunteers

WW1

Territorials 
+ 

compulsory 
service

Boer War 1899- 1902

Lady Bowen

Manawatu Militia (Dec 1868- Mar 1870) Manawatu Cavalry Volunteers / Lady 
Bowen’s Light Horse (1869- 1875) [Foxton] 

Year Pop.

1887 2,601

1901 6,450

1911 10,991 C Company (Rifles) and G Company (Guards) 
of 2nd Wellington Battalion (West Coast) Rifle 

Volunteers

7th Wellington (West Coast) Company, 
Wellington Regiment

6th Squadron, 
Wellington Mounted Rifles Regiment

7th Wellington Battalion (West Coast) 
Regiment 1911- 1948

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Lady_Diamantina_Roma_Bowen.jpg


Early Palmerston North 
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“… there was never any friction with 
the locals in the Manawatu, but other 
parts of the colony were still being 
kept in a state of ferment and fever 
and, consequently it was deemed 
prudent upon all males over eighteen 
years of age to serve in the militia… 
but in a district where everything was 
peaceful, this compulsory service was 
looked upon as a hardship…” (Old 
Manawatu)

George Snelson



Formation of the Palmerston North 
Rifles (Volunteers): Mayor George 
Snelson, 18 October 1878

4

“Sir, We the residents in the above town whose names are 
appended herewith, beg most respectfully to offer our 
service as a Volunteer Rifle Company to be called the 
Palmerston North Rifles, and from the fact that no corps of 
any branch of the service exists within 30 miles so we are 
encouraged to believe our service will be accepted…”



Rules for the Palmerston North Rifles
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• Called Palmerston North Rifles Volunteer Corps
• Open to all residents of the district of Palmerston 

North, subject to [successful] ballot by the council
• Membership: Enrolled Member, Honorary 

Member or Reserve
• Honorary Members may wear the uniform, but 

must pay a donation of £3.3.0 (life membership)
• OC to fix place of parade for drills and rifle practice
• Yearly subs for all members 10 schillings
• Fines:

• Talking in the ranks: £0.1.0
• Absence from parade: £0.3.0/ 0.2.0/ 0.1.0
• Wearing uniform when not on duty: £0.2.6

• Expelled if miss three successive drill parades
• Officers elected by ballot at Corps AGM



Proposal to create a Scandinavian Settler’s  
Corps in 1881
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“I have been asked by a large number 
of Scandinavian settlers to inquire if 
the Department would kindly grant us 
the favour of forming a corps of their 
own. They are mostly old drilled 
soldiers …. We have several officers 
among us and I believe we could 
muster 40 men… we all know the use 
of a rifle and are generally good 
shots…”
Signed H. Graff, 29th October 1881



Annual Encampment, at the Showgrounds, circa 1902

Palmerston North Guards, Palmerston North Rifles and Manawatu Mounted 
Rifles. Flanked by Palmerston North Band and Municipal Brass Band. 
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Parade outside All Saints Church, Church Street, circa 1909

Front rank Manawatu Mounted Rifles under Captain Peach. Second rank is 
Cadet Corps. Third rank Palmerston North Rifles under Captain Mounsey. 
Fourth rank Palmerston North Guards under Captain MacMurray. 
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Palmerston North Rifles circa 1912
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Palmerston North Guards, at a tournament held at Whanganui Racecourse in 1904

Back row (L to R): Drew; Torstonson; Hunt; W J Mountjoy; Horn; Wilson. 

Front Row (L to R): Gascoyne; W Fitt; Stagpoole; Boon; McCall.
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Members of the Manawatu Mounted Rifles- at Hokowhitu, circa 1900
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Mayor Charles Dunk
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Drill Nights and Parades
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Military Training circa 1907



Palmerston North Rifle 
Volunteers Funeral Procession 
circa 1900

This Drill Hall stood in Main Street East, between Princess and Victoria Avenue. This photograph 
shows a funeral procession about to proceed from the Drill Hall to the Terrace End Cemetery 
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(Annual) Encampment- 1907



Members of the Manawatu Mounted Rifles in a Mess tent during encampment circa 1900
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Parade of Volunteer Forces, Waldegrave Paddock, Easter encampment circa 1891- between what is now 
Waldegrave and Bourke Street. Units from all over New Zealand participated. 



Shooting at Hokowhitu Range 

20

Opening the Hokowhitu Range (April, 1879)



Hokowhitu Range
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Military Tournaments
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Palmerston North 

Rifle volunteers drill at 

the 1909 King’s 

Military Tournament, 

held at the A & P 

showground, 

Palmerston North

The Wellington 

Military Engineers at 

a military tournament 

in the PN 

Showgrounds, 9 

November 1908.



Boer War 
Service
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Frederick (sitting) and (possibly his 
brother Isaac) Kennedy standing

South African War 1899- 1902: TPR Anderson W. 

Anderson was enrolled 
in MMR in 1900



Transition to a Territorial Force
• Volunteer Force deemed unable to 

meet New Zealand’s defence 
requirements

• Defence Act 1909
• Territorials
• Compulsory Military Training

• Territorials established 1911
• 30,000 strong force envisaged
• Created out of the 

‘”heterogeneous mass of scattered 
squadrons, batteries and 
companies existing in the 
Volunteer Corps.”

• Officers drawn from ranks and pass 
prescribed examinations

• CMT registration began in 1911

• By April 1914, Territorials 
numbered 25,684, of whom 73% 
had attended camp that year

• Not obliged to serve overseas; basis 
for an expansion force
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Soldiers outside a tent in 1918.  
From “J Battery” a Territorial 
artillery unit formed in 1911

J Battery at Oringi in 1913. 
Pictured with CAPT Mounsey.



Contribution to the First World War
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WMR Troopers in Jaffa, November 1917

WMR under LTCOL W. Meldrum at Awapuni
Camp prior to embarkation



Questions/ Discussion
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Sixteen members of the Palmerston North Rifles pose with mascot, 
circa 1900
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