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BACKGROUND:

RAISING THE 15T ANZAC WIRELESS SQN

REQUEST FROM THE VICEROY OF INDIA
178 PERSONNEL
11 REINFORCEMENT GROUPS BETWEEN 1916 — 1918
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reinforcements
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BACKGROUND:

MAIN BODY AND 11 WIRELESS ROTATION GROUPS

BETWEEN 1916 — 1918
4 MARCH 1916 10™ REINFORCEMENTS (63 PERS) 7S WILLOCHRA

(1) 10 JuLy 1916 14™ REINFORCEMENTS (9 PERS) 755 WAIHORA

(2) 13 JuLy 1916 15™ REINFORCEMENTS (3 PERS) 75 MANUKA

(3) 10 AugusT 2016 16™ REINFORCEMENTS (18 PERS) 7.5 MANUKA
(4) 5 OcTOBER 2016 17™ REINFORCEMENTS (12 PERS) 75 MANUKA
(5) 5 OcToBER 2016 18™ REINFORCEMENTS (11 PERS) 75 MANUKA
(6) 14 DECEMBER 2016 20™ REINFORCEMENTS (11 PERS) 75 MOERAKI
(7) 14 DECEMBER 2016 20™ REINFORCEMENTS (10 PERS) 75 MOERAKI
(8) 8 FEBRUARY 1917 21ST REINFORCEMENTS (12 PERS) 75 MANUKA
(9) 31 MAY 1917 28™ REINFORCEMENTS (10 PERS) 75 WESTRALIA
(10) 2 MARCH 1918 35™ REINFORCEMENTS (13 PERS) 75 TOFUA

(11) 23 APRIL 1918 36™ REINFORCEMENTS (6 PERS) 75 WiLLOCHRA
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ROLL OF HONOUR
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Introduction H ENRY CLARKE
Scope
DIED OF DISEASE 8 JuLy 1916 AGED 28
Background
Mesopotamia
—— 4/1966 SGT RICHARD CROUCHER
. LATER 2NP LIEUTENANT, ROYAL AIR FORCE.
Medal Guide
CROUCHER DIED AS A RESULT OF A SWIMMING ACCIDENT THAT OCCURRED WHILE STATIONED AT RAMLEH, PALESTINE WITH
Reunions 111 SQUADRON. HE HAD BEEN IN AND OUT OF HOSPITAL SINCE AT LEAST 29 OCTOBER 1918. ON 20 JuLy 1919 HE
SLIPPED WHILE DIVING AND RECEIVED SPINAL INJURIES. HE DIED SOME THREE DAYS LATER. = B |
Conclusion B A D
- :
b 7
Questions -
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fellow officers. We extend our deepestand sincerest sympathy to his sorrowing wife and relatives. They can rest assured that our
thoughts of Harry will always be most kindly and tender. The Katipo, 20 July 1916, p. 292

Wellington: Telegraph Office

The news ofthe death from jaundice of Lieutenant (Harry) Clarke, which took place in Mesopotamia, on July 8th, was received with
something of a shock by his many friends here. We extend to his widow our most sincere sympathy in her irreparable loss. The
Katipo, 20 July 1916, p. 296

Personal

The late Lieutenant W R.H. Clarke, whose death from jaundice on the 8th inst. is reported from Basra, Mesopotamia, was a member
of the service before he left with the reinforcements. He joined the Department as a telegraph message boy at Eltham, Taranaki, on
February 17th, 1902, and after serving in different capacities in the Stratford, New Plymouth, and Auckland offices he was for four
years stationed in Wellington as a telegraphist. Lieutenant Clarke had made a close study of radio-telegraphy, and was, at various
periods, radio operator in the Wellington, Auckland and Owarua [Awarua] radio-telegraph offices. At the latter station he was acting
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37909 SPR WILLIAM CHARLES BRUCE

DIED OF DISEASE (CHOLERA) 8 JuLy 1918 BASRA
AGED 38
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ROLL OF HONOUR

4/2201 SPR LLEWELLYN JOHN MCMILLAN
DIED OF DISEASE (MEASLES) AT SEA 24 MAR 1916
AGED 25

SAPPER L. J. MCMILLAN. SAPPER LLEWELLYN JOHN MCMILLAN, WHO DIED ON A TRANSPORT FROM FEVER FOLLOWING
MEASLES ON MARCH 26 AND WAS BURIED AT SEA, WAS THE ONLY SON OF MR. D. N. MCMILLAN, OF WAIPU. HE WAS
EDUCATED AT THE NORTH RIVER SCHOOL, WAIPU, AND FOR THE GREATER PART OF HIS TIME SINCE LEAVING SCHOOL WAS
EMPLOYED IN THE TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT, HAVING HAD EXPERIENCE IN ALL-PARTS OF THE AUCKLAND PROVINCE. AT THE
TIME OF HIS ENLISTMENT HE WAS ENGAGED IN THE ERECTION OF A-NEW TELEGRAPH LINE BETWEEN PAPAROA AND
TOKATOKA. SAPPER MCMILLAN, WHO WAS OF GOOD PHYSIQUE, TOOK A KEEN INTEREST IN VARIOUS FORMS OF SPORT,
PARTICULARLY HOCKEY, FOOTBALL, AND RUNNING. HE WAS AN EXCELLENT RUNNER AND HURDLER, AND EXCELLED AT WEIGHT
AND HAMMER THROWING. HE WON SEVERAL EVENTS AT THE WAIPU CALEDONIAN SOCIETY'S ANNUAL GAMES IN JANUARY
LAST. SAPPER MCMILLAN DIED ON THE TRANSPORT WHICH WAS TAKING HIM TO THE FRONT. (AUCKLAND STAR, 18 APRIL
1916)

58323 SPR HARRY ARTHUR PARTRIDGE
DIED OF DISEASE (SMALLPOX) AT BASRA 14 MAY 1918



NZ TROOP HONOURS & AWARDS

osymaisonsocntt 42208 SGT FREDERICK CHARLES ROBINSON
- ITALIAN BRONZE MEDAL (LG 31 AuG 1917)
4/1880 SGT ALFRED LOVERING MARSHALL

Introduction
Scope

- MENTIONED IN DISPATCHES (LG 27 AuG 1918)

Background

Mesopotamia 30206 LCPL WILLIAM HENRY VENN

Awards - MENTIONED IN DISPATCHES (LG 27 AuG 1918)
Medal Guide

Reunions

conctucion 15T ANZAC WIRELESS SQN
Questions 2XDSO 2x0BE2xMBE3xMC4xDCM2xMM
12 X MSM 27 X M.IL.D.
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MEDAL GUIDE:

NZEF NAMING:

REGT NoO. //RANK//NAME//N.Z.E.F.

E.G. 4/2211 SPR. P.I. SMITH, N.Z.E.F.

AIF NAMING:

REGT NO. //RANK//NAME/ /1 W’'LESS SQDN//A.I.F.
E.G. 20544 SGT. A.J. SAWYER 1 W’'LESS SQDN. A.L.F.

NZEF: 178 PERSONNEL SERVED WITH THE NZ TROOP

NZ ENGR REGT No. 4/ PREFIX (4/2162—-4/2215), 18400’s,
36263-36272 & 35518-35528)
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CONCLUSION

FILLED A NICHE CAPABILITY GAP IN MESOPOTAMIA

ONLY NZ FORMED BODY OF TROOPS IN MESOPOTAMIA
THEATRE OF OPERATIONS

UNDERTOOK INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION DUTIES IN ADDITION
TO ITS COMMUNICATIONS ROLE

CLIMATE AND DISEASE HAD A BIG IMPACT ON PERSONNEL
DIFFERENT PAY SCALE TO THE REMAINDER OF THE NZEF
FELT NEGLECTED BY NZ AUTHORITIES

DIFFERENCE IN ANZAC HONOURS AND AWARDS

WIRELESS TROOP PAINTINGS, PHOTOGRAPHS, AUDIO-
RECORDINGS AND DIARIES IN NATIONAL COLLECTIONS

VETERANS REMAINED A COHESIVE GROUP UNTIL THE LATE
1950's
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