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 our Institution w

ill celebrate the hundredth anniversary of its 
establishm

ent as a Society under the nam
e of "T

he R
oyal E

n0 ineer Institute", havin
0 

for its objects "the general advancem
ent of M

ilitary Science and m
ore particularly for 

prom
oting the 

acquisition 
of historical 

and scientific know
ledge in relation 

to 
E

ngineering as applied to m
ilitary purposes". P

ield-M
arshal H

is R
oyal H

ighness 
P

rince G
eorge W

illiam
 F

rederick C
harles, D

uke o
f C

am
bridge, C

om
m

anding-in
C

hief of H
er M

ajesty's A
rm

y and C
olonel of the C

orps of R
oyal E

ngineers, becam
e 

the Institute's first P
atron, and L

ieut-G
eneral Sir F

rederick C
hapm

an, the Inspector 
G

eneral of F
ortifications, the senior R

oyal E
ngineer appointm

ent in the A
rm

y at that 
tim

e, the first Institute C
om

m
ittee's C

hairm
an. 

B
efore any living plant, being or indeed a society can see the light of day nature 

dem
ands a process of generation, and this w

as so in the case of the Society under the 
nam

e of T
he R

oyal E
n0 ineer Institute. 

T
he years follow

ing the end o
f the N

apoleonic w
ars w

itnessed a rem
arkable 

renaissance in the field o
f pure and applied sciences and in engineering throughout 

E
urope w

hilst overseas there w
as a rapid opening up and expansion o

f colonial 
territories. S

apper officers serving at hom
e w

ere not slow
 to follow

 closely these 
scientific and technological advances and to study how

 they could be put to m
ilitary 

use. A
t the sam

e tim
e those serving abroad in colonial territories often· found them


selves the only professional engineers and surveyors in the land and personally res
ponsible for its developm

ent. 
A

 vast bank of both know
ledge and experience w

as thus built up in the C
orps and 

it w
as decided in 1837 to publish "occasional papers on subjects connected w

ith the 
duties of the C

orps of R
oyal E

ngineers in order that scientific and professional 
know

ledge could be m
ade m

ore generally know
n to R

oyal E
ngineer officers serving in 

different parts o
f the w

orld". T
he subscription to cover the printing and postage costs 

o
f these papers w

as ten shillings a year. A
ll R

oyal E
ngineer officers and officers o

f the 
H

onorable E
ast India C

om
pany E

ngineers subscribed and m
any contributed papers 

to the series. A
t first the circulation of these papers w

as lim
ited to those officer sub

scribers. S
oon how

ever the papers' high standard attracted w
ide interest and copies 

w
ere purchased by civilian professional bodies and m

ilitary libraries throughout 
E

urope and in the U
nited States of A

m
erica. T

he first E
ditor of these P

rofessional 
P

apers w
as L

ieutenant (later L
ieut-G

eneral Sir W
illiam

) D
enison w

ho w
as destined 

to achieve fam
e in high governm

ent appointm
ents in A

ustralia and in India. H
e can 

rightly be considered as the F
ounding F

ather o
f our Institution and the editions of his 

P
rofessional P

apers the seeds from
 w

hich it germ
inated. 

D
uring the period about w

hich w
e have been talking three im

portant B
ritish 

professional E
ngineering Societies w

ere form
ed. T

he oldest o
f these w

as that o
f the 

C
ivil E

ngineers. John S
m

eaton (1724-1792) w
ho built the E

ddystone L
ighthouse and 

other notable structures w
as, it is believed, the first to call him

self a civil engineer and 
thereby sever his profession from

 that o
f the m

ilitary engineer-
the oldest of the 

engineering disciplines. A
n Institute o

f C
ivil E

ngineers w
as form

ed in 1813 and it w
as 

incorporated by R
oyal C

harter in 1828 w
hich m

ade it the w
orld's first engineering 

society. T
hom

as T
elford (1754-1834), the builder of the M

enai S
traights B

ridge, 
becam

e the Institute's first P
resident. A

m
ong its earliest H

onorary M
em

bers w
ere 

several fam
ous R

oyal E
ngineers and the Institute's highest aw

ard
-th

e T
elford 

M
ed

al-h
as been aw

arded to S
apper officers on m

any occasions. In 1
8

6
0

 C
harles 

M
am

by, the S
ecretary to the Institute, w

as instrum
ental in the form

ation of a V
olun

teer force called the E
ngineer and R

ailw
ay S

taff C
orps, an historic R

oyal En15ineer 
2 
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unit that exists to this day in the T
 &

 A
 V

R
. T

he second branch o
f the m

odern engineer
ing profession-m

echanical engineering-w
as derived from

 the inventions o
f Jam

es 
W

att and the B
ritish textile m

achinists and m
achine tool industry o

f the nineteenth 
century. T

he m
echanical eng

ineers form
ed their ow

n Institute in 1847 and the C
orps 

has since then provided tw
o o

f its P
residents. In

 1897, at the suggestion o
f the 

C
ouncil o

f the Institute o
f E

lectrical E
ngineers, a C

orps o
f E

lectrical E
ngineer R

E
 

V
olunteers w

as founded and D
r John H

opkinson
, the then P

resident o
f the Institute, 

w
as com

m
issioned to raise and com

m
and this new

 C
orps, designed to help the 

S
ubm

arine M
iners w

ork the defence electric lights then being developed. S
om

ew
hat 

later the Institute o
f E

lectrical E
ngineers w

as form
ed in 1671 from

 the S
ociety o

f 
T

elegraph E
ngineers. T

hree R
oyal E

ngineer officers w
ere am

ong its F
oundation 

M
em

bers and the C
orps has since provided six P

residents o
f the Institute, B

oth the 
Institutes o

f M
echanical and E

lectrical E
ngineers w

ere in due course also incorpo
rated by R

oyal C
harter, and all three Institutes built for them

selves spacious head
quarters in L

ondon. 
T

he aim
s o

f these Institutes w
ere threefold

. F
irstly they kept their M

em
bers in


form

ed o
f m

ajor engineering projects and technical developm
ents by holding M

eetings 
at w

hich papers w
ere presented and discussed; inform

ation w
as dissem

inated through 
Institute publications and each Institute built up a library o

f w
orks o

f a professional 
nature to w

hich m
em

bers could refer. S
econdly they set professional standards for 

their particular discipline, and acted as exam
ining bodies, and thirdly they laid dow

n 
ethics of conduct to be observed by their m

em
bers, T

he requirem
ents for m

em
bership 

o
f these Institutes included being o

f good m
oral character, having particular educa

tional qualifications and having practised in a responsible capacity for a stipulated 
period. M

em
bership w

as graded from
 student to full m

em
bership and each Institute 

kept a R
egister o

f its m
em

bers. Inclusion on this R
egister w

as often a pre-requisite for 
em

p
loym

ent in certain professional appointm
ents. A

 recognized status had thus been 
given to these branches o

f the engineering profession. E
ach Institute introduced 

M
edals and Prizes as a rew

ard for outstanding com
petence and m

aintained a B
enevo

lent F
und to assist in cases o

f financial distress am
ong its m

em
bers. 

W
hen these Institutes w

ere form
ed there w

as nothing derogatory about the w
ord 

"institute"
. T

he nam
e w

as how
ever changed in 1922, it being considered that the term

 
institute h

ad
 becom

e synonym
ous w

ith the w
ork-house and an inappropriate title for 

august professional societies. T
he w

ord Institution took its place. 
D

uring all this tim
e the Inspector G

eneral of F
ortifications w

as closely w
atching 

the effects o
f the introduction o

f the breach-loading cannon an
d

 rifle firing high 
velocity, flat-trajectory projectiles. T

heir L
ordships at the A

dm
iralty w

ere slow
ly 

replacing their fam
ous w

ooden w
alls by ironclads, and sail w

as gradually giving place 
to steam

 in the R
oyal and other N

avies, and on land a com
pletely new

 design o
f low


silhouette seaw

ard fortifications and field defences had to be evolved. T
he operations 

o
f a signal service, a responsibility first placed upon the C

orps during the C
rim

ean 
W

ar (1854-56), h
ad

 grow
n enorm

ously. S
ubm

arine m
ining, w

hich consisted o
f the 

electrical firing of m
ines p

laced to defend N
aval bases and com

m
ercial ports w

as being 
developed and also the introduction o

f defence electric lights (searchlights) to illu
m

inate enem
y targets. T

he railw
ays in the U

nited K
ingdom

 h
ad

 sprung up at an 
unbelievable and rather disorganized rate. S

om
e fo

rm
 o

f central control h
ad

 becom
e 

necessary 
and 

M
ajor-G

eneral S
ir 

C
harles 

P
asley, 

o
f C

hatham
 fam

e, 
had been 

appointed the first Inspector-G
enera\ o

f R
ailw

ays. S
apper and G

eneral S
taff O

fficers 
w

ere busy studying how
 railw

a ys could be used to h
asten the m

obilization o
f the A

rm
y

, 
increase its m

obility in w
ar and help in its m

aintenance. S
apper officers, w

ithout any 
official backing, h

ad
 becom

e personally interested in ballooning and the possible 
introduction o

f an A
ir A

rm
 into the A

rm
y. S

apper officers and soldiers had been 
actively em

ployed on the I-inch to the m
ile survey of the U

nited K
ingdom

 and had 
com

pleted a 6-inch to the m
ile survey oflreland

. C
aptain F

rancis F
ow

ke, under the 
sponsorship o

f the P
rince C

onsort, h
ad

 been given the task o
f designing several 

cultural public buildings. T
he V

ictoria and A
lbert M

useum
 in L

ondon, the E
dinburgh 
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M
useum

 o
f Science and A

rt and the D
ublin N

ational G
allery had been built to bis 

design. H
is final w

ork
, erected in honour o

f his patron, w
as the R

oyal A
lbert H

all 
w

hich he designed but died before its com
pletion, the building w

ith its great dom
e 

being finished by another S
apper officer C

o
lonel (later M

ajor-G
eneral H

Y
 D

 S
cott). 

O
verseas in C

anada C
olonel John B

y betw
een the years 1826-32 h

ad
 constructed the 

R
ideau C

anal, a w
aterw

ay using tw
o river system

s and a series of lakes, locks and 
m

asonry canals stretching 130 m
iles from

 O
ttaw

a to K
ingston. T

w
o o

f the dam
s in the 

w
aterw

ay w
ere in their day the highest m

an-m
ade dam

s in N
o

rth
 A

m
erica. In

 1858 
L

ieut-C
olonel M

oody had been sent w
ith a com

pany of R
oyal S

appers and M
iners to 

B
ritish C

olum
bia to develop the C

olony, a task. w
hich they had carried out w

itll 
considerable skill in face o

f great difficulties. O
ther S

apper officers h
ad

 carried out 
rem

arkable w
orks in the developm

ent of A
ustralia and N

ew
 Z

ealand
. It w

as how
ever 

in the S
ub-continent o

f India that the m
ilitary engineers carried out their m

ajor civil 
w

orks: the G
reat T

rigonom
etrical Survey o

f the country; the construction o
f G

rand 
T

runk R
oads; the building o

f the S
tate R

ailw
ay system

s, w
hich included bridges 

greater than T
elford's M

enai S
traights railw

ay bridge, and its attendant electric 
telegraph system

s, and vast irrigation projects, the largest being the G
odarvary 

D
elta, the K

istra and O
rissa irrigation system

s w
ere the w

ork o
f a S

apper officer, 
C

olonel (later G
eneral) S

ir A
rthur T

 C
otton, a leading hydraulic engineer o

f his 
day. It w

as about this tim
e that the C

orps of R
oyal E

ngineers set up an Institute o
f its 

ow
n to becom

e tlle custodian of the C
orps' long and distinguished history and to 

dissem
inate am

ong its m
em

bers professional know
ledge, gathered from

 such a w
ide 

and ubiquitous field. T
o

 this end a R
oyal E

ngineer Institute C
ornm

ittee w
as set up in 

1870 to study how
 this could be brought about. 

T
he S

ecretary o
f S

tate for W
ar had to be persuaded as to the need for such an 

Institute and a building had to be provided in w
hich it could operate. F

ortunately the 
C

orps had the full backing o
f the C

-in-C
 H

R
H

 T
he D

uke o
f C

am
bridge for the project. 

It w
as decided that m

em
bership o

f the proposed Institute should be lim
ited to 

R
oyal E

ngineer officers o
n

 the A
ctive and R

etired L
ist o

f both the R
egular A

rm
y and 

of the A
uxiliary F

orces. T
he tasks o

f the R
oyal E

ngineer Institute w
ould not em

brace 
all of those w

hich the Institutes o
f C

ivil, M
echanical and E

lectrical E
ngineering h

ad
 

taken upon them
selves. T

he status o
f the professional m

ilitary engineer in this country 
had been established in N

orm
an tim

es and had never been questioned since then. 
T

here w
as, therefore, nothing for the proposed Institute to do in that respect. F

urther
m

ore it co
uld have no say in the standard o

f educational attainm
ents required by those 

com
m

issioned into the C
orps, their further training, their prom

otion in their profes
sion o

r their ethics o
f conduct. S

uch m
atters w

ere already the province o
f w

ell
established departm

ents o
f the A

rm
y. T

he subject of C
orps benevolence w

as being 
studied elsew

here. T
he m

ain task o
f the Institute w

ould as a result be lim
ited to the 

dissem
ination of know

ledge am
ong its m

em
bers, a task analogous to that o

f a 
"L

earned S
ociety". In

 such Societies m
em

bership is n
o

t graded as w
as the case in 

the professional engineering Institutes. It w
as agreed, therefore, that there w

ould be 
n

o
 grading o

f m
em

bership in the R
oyal E

ngineer Institute. It w
as further agreed that 

stress should be laid u
p

o
n

 the acquisition o
f historical as w

ell as scientific/technical 
know

ledge because so m
any lessons could be learned from

 the successes and also from
 

the failures o
f by-gone m

ilitary engineering activities. A
s a m

eans o
f dissem

inating 
this inform

ation it w
as decided 

to publish regularly a quarterly R
oyal E

ngineer 
Journal in addition to the P

rofessional P
apers, published only occasionally. T

he first 
Journal w

as published in A
ugust 1870. It w

as a com
bination o

f w
hat w

e now
 know

 as 
the Journal, L

ist and Supplem
ent, containing historical and professional m

atters o
f 

interest prim
arily to officers 

of the C
orps, a R

egister o
r directory show

ing the 
appointm

ents o
f serving officers and addresses of those on tl1e retired list and dom

estic 
C

orps new
s. T

he occasional papers how
ever continued for som

e tim
e as the m

ain 
professional publication. T

he S
eptem

ber 1970 issue oftl1e R
E

 Journal-
the C

entenary 
N

um
ber of the Journal-

described in detail the som
ew

hat intricate w
ay in w

hich the 
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present day Journal, Supplem
ent and L

ist evolved from
 the original Journal and the 

gradual assim
ilation of the professional papers into the Journal. 

In 1871 a R
oyal C

om
m

ission on M
ilitary E

ducation approved the provision from
 

public funds o
f a building in B

rom
pton B

arracks, C
hatham

 to provide accom
m

oda
tion for the proposed Institute, a lecture theatre and classroom

s for norm
al instruc

tional purposes. L
ieutenant (later Sir M

ontagu) O
m

m
anney w

as selected as the 
building's architect. T

he foundation stone w
as laid by H

R
H

 T
he D

uke o
f C

am
bridge 

on 28 M
ay 1872. T

he construction of the building w
as entrusted to C

olonel J W
 

L
ovell, C

om
m

anding R
oyal E

ngineers, C
hatham

. It w
as com

pleted on 31 D
ecem

ber 
1673 the cost being w

ithin a few
 shillings of the estim

ated £21,000. Inflation w
as not 

a bugbear irl tl10se days! A
fter the com

pletion of the building the C
om

m
ittee sub-

1.11itted its final report on how
 the proposed Institute should function and be organized, 

It w
as approved in its entirety by the C

om
m

anding-in-C
hief and the S

ecretary of S
tate 

for W
ar. A

 precis o
f the report w

as form
ally accepted at the 2

2
 M

ay 1
8

7
5

 A
nnual 

G
enera[ M

eeting o
f the C

orps and the R
oyal E

ngineer Institute saw
 the light o

f day 
at that m

om
ent. 

H
R

H
 T

he D
uke o

f C
am

bridge graciously consented to be the Institute's first 
P

atron and L
ieut-G

eneral S
ir F

rederick C
hapm

an, the Inspector G
eneral o

f F
ortifi

cations, becam
e the first C

hairm
an and C

aptain R
H

 V
etch the first full tim

e S
ecretary 

to the Institute and E
ditor of its publications. H

e w
as also responsible for the publica

tion of the C
orps Funds Report (the Y

ellow
 B

ook) for subm
ission to the A

nnual 
G

eneral M
eetings of the C

orps and other C
orps dom

estic duties. 
A

nd how
 has our Institution conducted itself during the hundred years since its 

form
ation? 

It has changed its nam
e and the title of som

e o
f its publications. In

 1881 it w
as 

decided at an A
nnual G

eneral M
eeting o

f the C
orps that an "s" should be added to 

the nam
e o

f E
ngineer for aJl C

orps A
ssociations. T

he Institute thus becam
e the 

R
oyal E

ngineers Institute and its Journal the R
oyal E

ngineers Journal. 
In

 1922 
keeping in line w

ith other professional bodies the w
ord Institute, w

hose m
eaning had 

becom
e debased, w

as replaced by the w
ord Institution and the title Institution o

f 
R

oyal E
ngineers w

as adopted and the style C
hairm

an of the Institute changed to 
P

resident of the Institution of R
oyal E

ngineers. 
O

n 27 F
ebruary 1923 the Institution w

as incorporated by R
oyal C

harter under the 
Sign M

anual of G
eorge the F

ifth, by the G
race of G

od of the U
nited K

ingdom
 of 

G
reat B

ritain and Ireland and of the B
ritish D

om
inions beyond the Seas K

ing, 
D

efender o
f the P

aith, E
m

peror o
f India. O

n granting the R
oyal C

harter H
M

 K
ing 

G
eorge V

 graciously consented to 
be P

atron o
f the Institution and subsequent 

M
onarchs have, in their turn, graced the Institution w

ith their patronage. 
D

uring the hundred years o
f the life o

f the Institution the developm
ent o

f the art 
of m

ilitary engineering has m
arched hand-in-hand w

ith developm
ents in the civilian 

engineering profession
. V

ery close contact has therefore been kept w
ith professional 

Institutions by the inter-change of publications and by the holding of Joint P
ro

fessional M
eetings at their L

ondon H
eadquarters w

hen papers of m
utual interest w

ere 
presented and discussed. R

ecently Joint B
ranch M

eetings have been held at various 
centres throughout the U

nited K
ingdom

 to
 further and w

iden this contact. M
any 

erudite m
em

bers o
f the civilian professional Institutions w

ho have served as S
apper 

officers in the R
ese1we A

rm
y have becom

e M
em

bers o
f C

ouncil o
f our Institution 

w
here their com

petent advice has been greatly valued. 
In the field o

f the dissem
ination o

f historical know
ledge the Institution has pub

lished, in nine volum
es, a history o

f the C
orps from

 N
orm

an tim
es to 1948, histories 

of the R
oyal S

appers and M
iners and o

f S
ubm

arine M
ining and early m

ilitary flying, 
histories o

f the E
ast India C

om
pany and R

oyal E
ngineers in India, a history o

f the 
Indian S

appers and M
iners, a history of the R

oyal E
ngineers in E

gypt and the S
udan 

and a w
ide range of w

orks on particular S
apper w

artim
e tasks and dom

estic and 
sporting activities. W

henever practicable articles of an historical nature o
f general 

interest have been included in the Journal and M
em

oirs, published in the Journal, o
f 
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deceased S
apper officers are often in them

selves of great historic interest. T
he Secre

tary to the Institution is charged w
ith keeping up to date the R

oll of the C
orps w

hich 
contains the nam

es and records of prom
otion of all officers com

m
issioned into the 

C
orps since 17 59 w

hen officers o
f the C

orps w
ere first given m

ilitary rank in addition 
to their engineer grades. 

R
ecently a R

E
 H

istorical Society w
as form

ed to m
aintain unit histories and 

records o
f S

apper activities. T
his record of today's happenings becom

es tom
orrow

's 
history. T

he Institution is now
 recognized universally as the best source of all in

form
ation on B

ritish M
ilitary E

ngineering and on the past activities of the C
orps and 

w
orks carried out w

herever R
oyal E

ngineers have served, Such inform
ation is in 

constant clem
am

l from
 all kincls of sources ancl it is only very selclom

 that a com
pre

hensive answ
er cannot be given, and given quickly. 

T
he Institution's publications, and in particular its Journal, have been the m

ain 
m

edium
 for the dissem

ination of scientific know
ledge in relation to E

ngineering as 
applied to m

ilitary purposes. 
T

he Jo
u

rn
a

l today has a circulation o
f about 4,000. A

bout ~.600 copies are dis
tributed to Institution m

em
bers. T

he rest are sent to the m
ajor professional Institu

tions in this country, and to certain U
niversities, as w

ell as to the various S
taff 

C
olleges, the R

oyal M
ilitary C

ollege of Science, m
ost of the A

rm
s Schools, the R

M
A

 
S

andhurst and overseas to certain S
taff C

olleges, A
rm

s Schools, U
niversities and 

M
ilitary E

ngineering C
olleges of C

om
m

onw
ealth C

ountries, the U
nited S

tates and 
other N

A
T

O
 countries, the R

epublic of Ireland, S
pain, P

ortugal and som
e S

outh 
A

m
erican co

u
n

tries-a circulation greatly exceeding D
enison's O

cca
sio

n
a

l P
a

p
ers. 

W
ith such a ubiquitous reading public w

e m
ust do all in our pow

er to retain the high 
standards set in the past and this w

ill depend entirely upon the excellence o
f contribu

tions for publication subm
itted by Institution m

em
bers. 

T
he present day R

E
 L

ist is a com
bined Institution/A

G
? publication. 

A
G

7 is 
responsible for the Sections dealing w

ith officers on the A
ctive L

ist and the Institution 
is responsible for the other Sections. T

he L
ist used to be published quarterly and gave 

a com
plete w

orld w
ide R

E
 O

rbat show
ing all engineer staffs and units and the nam

es 
of officers posted to them

. F
o

r reasons of security this detailed inform
ation is no 

longer given and, for reasons of econom
y, publication w

as first cut to tw
o L

ists a year 
and has now

 been reduced to one. 
T

he M
o

n
th

ly Supplem
ent has since 1905 been the official organ of the C

orps in 
w

hich is published extracts from
 A

rm
y O

rders and L
ondon G

azettes affecting R
E

 
officers, C

orps notices, B
irths, D

eaths and M
arriages and reports on social and sport

ing activities. F
o

r reasons o
f econom

y alas the reporting o
f sporting activities has 

had recently to be curtailed w
hich is a great pitysincem

anyofthereports sent in had a 
particular historic value in their ow

n right and w
ere often m

ost entertaining and w
itty. 

T
he first Royal Engineer Journal o

f 1870 w
as printed by T

 W
oolley o

f 26 H
igh 

S
treet, O

ld B
ram

pton. W
hen this firm

 folded up the printing of Institution publica
tions w

as carried out in L
ondon. T

he separation of the E
ditor from

 printers so far 
aw

ay how
ever produced m

any difficulties and, after a short and unhappy tim
e, 

printing w
as entrusted to W

 &
 J M

ackay L
td

 of C
hatham

 in 1888. T
his firm

 has 
rem

ained the printers of all Institution publications, including C
orps H

istories, ever 
sin

ce-a m
ost rem

arkable record covering three generations o
f the M

ackay fam
ily. 

T
heir new

 printing w
orks w

ere opened a few
 years ago at L

€lrdsw
ood in a large 

clearing in the w
ood in w

hich the R
E

 D
rag had hunted for m

any years. T
he new

 w
orks 

are the m
ost m

odern o
f their kind and the close, happy personal liaison at all levels, so 

essential to efficient and "o
n

 the d
o

t" publication, is still as it alw
ays w

as, w
hich is a 

felicitous augur for the future. 
T

he F
irst W

orld W
ar did not in any w

ay interfere w
ith the printing oflnstitution 

publications. Indeed the copy for the Journals during those w
ar years w

as greater than 
ever before. T

he heavy air attacks on the C
hatham

 D
ockyard of the S

econd W
orld 

W
ar caused the departure of the S

chool of M
ilitary E

ngineering from
 B

rom
pton 

B
arracks to R

ipon, T
he staff of the Institution how

ever rem
ained put and, despite the 
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air-raids and the destruction they caused, the publication and distribution o
f the 

Journal, L
ist and Supplem

ent w
eathered the storm

. M
ore recently problem

s have 
arisen due to industrial disputes in the printing industry. D

uring one o
f these disputes 

no N
ational or other new

spapers w
ere printed for a tim

e. T
he publication o

f a 
M

onthly Supplem
ent w

ould have suffered a sim
ilar fate had not M

r M
ackay M

iller 
and the apprentices o

f his firm
 personally set up the type for it and run it off. T

o
 help 

him
 the Supplem

ent w
as kept dow

n to bare essentials and it w
as the slim

m
est one ever 

printed. H
ow

ever the tradition o
f never failin

g
 to p

u
blish w

as preserved. 
O

n the form
ation o

f the R
oyal E

n0 ineer Institute a L
ibrary w

as established in 
L

ondon and B
ranch L

ibraries set up in other m
ilitary centres at hon1e and overseas to 

m
ake available to Institute M

em
bers " inform

ation o
f a scientific and technological 

character bearing upon problem
s o

f national defence". O
ver the years these libraries 

grew
 in size and added to their holdings biographies o

f fam
ous statesm

en and soldiers, 
historical w

orks and books on travel. T
he S

econd W
orld W

ar saw
 the closing dow

n 
o

f all these L
ibraries. M

any o
f the volum

es from
 them

 w
ere crated and stored in the 

cellars below
 the H

eadquarters M
ess at C

hatham
. A

fter the w
ar the laborious task o

f 
unpacking and sorting them

 w
as undertaken. T

he lecture theatre in the Institution 
B

uilding w
as converted into a C

orps L
ibrary w

hich now
 contains the R

oll o
f the 

C
orps, a com

plete set of all Institution publications, m
any historic docum

ents and 
over 30,000 books. It also contains several album

s o
f photographs o

f great C
orps 

history interest. B
ranch L

ibraries w
ere not re-established. 

T
he R

oyal E
ngineers M

useum
 w

as set up in
 its present location in

 B
rom

pton 
B

arracks by the Institution in 1912, taking the place o
f a m

odel room
 and sm

all 
M

useum
 previously run by the S

chool o
f M

ilitary E
ngineering. Its aim

 is to display in 
a visual form

 the developm
ent o

f m
ilitary engineering and the developm

ent o
f the 

C
orps o

f R
o

ya
l E

ngineers and its outstanding achievem
ents in peace and w

ar. T
oday 

it is am
ong the forem

ost M
ilitary M

useum
s in the land. O

ne o
f the m

ost interesting 
collections displayed is that of the obverse and reverse o

f every cam
paign m

edal 
aw

arded since such m
edals w

ere first aw
arded, each m

edal having been w
on by 

m
em

bers of the C
orps from

 the rank of S
apper to G

eneral O
fficer. O

nly a C
orps w

ith 
"U

bique" as its m
otto could produce such a unique collection o

f battle honours. 
T

he Institution is now
 also responsible for the m

aintenance o
f certain C

orps 
M

em
orials and the adm

inistration o
f funds set up to provide M

edals and Prizes for 
professional com

petence and for outstanding contributions to the Journal. In
 1921 

the Institution took over responsibility for the adm
inistration o

f the R
E

 K
itchener 

S
cholarships F

und w
hich exists to help in the cost o

f the education o
f the children o

f 
deceased R

oyal E
ngineer O

fficers and O
ther R

anks. M
any such children have been 

helped by this F
und and been sent to schools that their fathers w

ould have w
ished, 

thanks to this help and the courageous self-denial of their m
others. W

ith the recent 
reorganization of C

orps B
enevolence the R

oyal E
ngineers A

ssociation has been able 
to

 assist financially in m
any o

f these cases. 
T

he provision o
f sufficient funds to pay for the m

any Institution spheres o
f action 

has alw
ays been a problem

. In the early 1950s it becam
e possible for m

em
bers to 

covenant their subscriptions to the Institution w
hich, because o

f its educational role, 
bad becom

e a R
egistered C

harity. T
he Institution w

as thus entitled to recover the 
incom

e tax paid by m
em

bers on the am
ount o

f their subscription. T
his greatly in

creased the actual value to the Institution o
f such subscriptions. S

hortly afterw
ards 

how
ever the Inland R

evenue disallow
ed this schem

e in our and other cases and it w
as 

decided to appeal against their ruling. T
hanks to the good offices o

f L
ord N

athan, 
w

ho took up our case, and the skill o
f an em

inent Q
C

 briefed by him
 on our behalf, 

the appeal w
as sustained in F

ebruary 1959. T
he schem

e w
as allow

ed to continue and 
claim

s for back paym
ents w

ere m
et. It is essential to the financial stability o

f the 
Institution that all m

em
bers should covenant their subscriptions so that full advan

tage o
f this heaven (governm

ent) sent opportunity to increase subscription incom
e 

can be taken
. It is a heartening thought that the great m

ajority do so. T
hanks to the 

C
ouncil's careful and enlightened m

anagem
ent ofinstitution investm

ents their capital 
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v
alu

e an
d

 th
e in

co
m

e derived fro
m

 th
em

 h
av

e o
v

er th
e y

ears steadily increased. It h
as, 

how
ever, b

een
 difficult to

 k
eep

 p
ace w

ith
 th

e p
resen

t inflation. T
o

 achieve eco
n

o
m

ies 
th

e sco
p

e o
f th

e In
stitu

tio
n

's p
u

b
licatio

n
s, o

n
 w

h
ich

 a larg
e p

ercen
tag

e o
f its in

co
m

e 
is spent, h

av
e h

ad
 to

 b
e curtailed. 

E
v

er since th
e In

stitu
tio

n
 saw

 th
e light o

f d
ay

 in
 1875 at C

h
ath

am
 it h

as received 
th

e full su
p

p
o

rt in
 every w

ay
 fro

m
 successive C

o
m

m
an

d
an

ts an
d

 th
eir staffs. T

h
e 

In
stitu

tio
n

 offices, th
e C

o
rp

s L
ib

rary
 an

d
 th

e R
E

 M
u

seu
m

 are lo
cated

 in
 th

e C
o

m


m
an

d
an

t's "h
u

n
tin

g
 co

u
n

try
" as are m

an
y

 o
f th

e m
ajo

r C
o

rp
s M

em
o

rials. It w
o

u
ld

 
b

e highly im
p

ro
p

er at this tim
e n

o
t to

 ack
n

o
w

led
g

e th
e d

eb
t o

f g
ratitu

d
e th

e In
stitu

tio
n

 
ow

es for th
is cen

tu
ry

 o
f never-failing h

elp
 in

 larg
e things an

d
 in

 sm
all. 

F
inally it w

o
u

ld
 b

e in
ap

p
ro

p
riate n

o
t to

 m
en

tio
n

 th
e d

ev
o

ted
 an

d
 d

ed
icated

 service 
ren

d
ered

 b
y
 th

e In
stitu

tio
n

 staff. C
o

m
p

ariso
n

s can
 b

e o
d

io
u

s b
u

t in
 this resp

ect th
e 

n
am

es o
f th

e follow
ing lo

n
g

 serv
ing C

h
ief C

lerk
s sh

o
u

ld
 be m

en
tio

n
ed

. M
r S

am
p

so
n

 
(1885 to 1921), C

aptain H
urw

itz (1921 to 1945) and M
r M

ills (1947 to 1965), as should 
that of M

r Jennings w
ho w

as the Publications' C
lerk from

 1951 to 1968. 
W

hat about the next hundred years? W
ith the rate of grow

th of scientific know


ledge in relation to engineering and the changing role of our A
rm

ed Services it is 
difficult to foresee the future. H

ow
ever so long as the C

orps of R
oyal Engineers exists 

surely its p
ro

fessio
n

al co
m

p
eten

ce an
d

 m
y

stic w
ill b

e m
ain

tain
ed

 an
d

 its In
stitu

tio
n

 
w

ill, in th
e w

o
rd

s o
f its R

o
y

al C
h

arter; "d
ilig

en
tly

 co
n

tin
u

e to
 d

issem
in

ate k
n

o
w

led
g

e 
co

n
n

ected
 w

ith
 th

e S
cience an

d
 A

rt o
f E

n
g

in
eerin

g
 in

 its ap
p

licatio
n

 to
 m

ilitary
 p

u
r

p
o

ses an
d

 th
u

s p
ro

v
id

e a m
o

st v
alu

ab
le so

u
rce o

f in
fo

rm
atio

n
 o

f a p
ro

fessio
n

al k
in

d
 

to
 all w

h
o

 are en
g

ag
ed

 o
n

 th
e defence o

f th
e R

ealm
". 

W
 

&
 J M

ackay L
im

ited, C
hatham

 




