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Won by the Spade is the definitive history of the Corps of Royal New Zealand 
Engineers, providing a comprehensive account of the corps’ actions, events and 
personnel from the New Zealand Wars of the nineteenth century to the present. It 
examines military engineering in New Zealand, including that of Māori and their 
influence on the corps, the role of the corps in overseas wars and home defences, 
and provides a contemporary record of New Zealand’s contribution to military 
engineering, including demining operations, peacekeeping and civil aid missions. 
Key themes are those of military innovation and the Engineers’ contribution to 
national infrastructure and professional development.


