
Peter Cooke specialises in New Zealand military history and industrial heritage, 
having written a dozen books to date. He has also written on such diverse topics as 
Shell Oil NZ Ltd, Wellington Returned and Services Association, water supply, rugby 
in war, and mine-proof vehicles. As a product of the British diaspora, he brings an 
internationalist perspective to works on New Zealand history, showing the country 
as part of a global whole.

Peter edits two New Zealand military history periodicals, lobbies for defence 
heritage sites under threat and runs field trips to local battle sites. Married with 
children, he lives in central Wellington and is actively involved with his community.

About the author

Please send completed order form to:
RNZE CT (CHP), ECMC

c/- DSS Registry
Linton Military Camp, Palmerston North 4820, NEW ZEALAND

OR ecmc@inspire.net.nz

$

$

$

$

I am a past or present member of RNZE : 

OR 
(Non-member):

units of Won by the Spade at $50.00 (RRP $69.99) Incl. GST

units of Won by the Spade at $60.00 (RRP $69.99) Incl. GST 

I wish to pay by: 

Internet Bank Transfer Order Date

Cheque (enclosed)

NZ Only Postage and Packaging 
(Excluding serving RNZE and others in Palmerston North area)

All prices in NZD, incl GST. Pre-orders at the special price can only be made until 28 September 2018. Thereafter the normal retail price 
will apply. Postage rate applies to New Zealand only. For bulk orders or international postage, please email ecmc@inspire.net.nz.

TOTAL

9.00

Regimental Number: Unit: Rank:

Status (circle one): 	 Serving 		  Retired 		  RF		  TF

Delivery Address:

First Name: Surname:Initials:

Phone: Email:

Please note that a completed order form must be posted to the above address or emailed to ecmc@inspire.net.nz for every order, 
regardless of the method of payment.

Direct transfer to: 38-9011-0792649-00. Use ‘RNZE CHP’ as the Reference and your full name and initials as the Particulars.



Contents

1	 1500–1860s: Maori Military Engineering
2	 1840s–1870s: Royal Engineers in New Zealand
3	 1870s–1900s: Rise of the New Zealand Engineer
4	 First World War–1930s: Territorial Engineers and the
	 Great War Sapper
5	 Second World War: Mobilized Works in New Zealand
	 and Pacific Defence
6	 Second World War: Combat Engineering
7	 1950s–1960s: Desert to Jungle
8	 1970s–1980s: Inward Looking
9	 1990s–2000s: Peace and Terror
10	 2010s: Ubiquitous in Afghanistan and Iraq
Conclusion
Appendices:
	 1. Died in Service
	 2. Senior Appointments
	 3. Awards and Honours
	 4. NZ Engineer Units and Formations
	 5. New Zealanders in other Military Engineer Forces
	 6. The Corps of Royal New Zealand Engineers

Won by the Spade is the definitive history of the Corps of Royal New Zealand 
Engineers, providing a comprehensive account of the corps’ actions, events and 
personnel from the New Zealand Wars of the nineteenth century to the present. It 
examines military engineering in New Zealand, including that of Māori and their 
influence on the corps, the role of the corps in overseas wars and home defences, 
and provides a contemporary record of New Zealand’s contribution to military 
engineering, including demining operations, peacekeeping and civil aid missions. 
Key themes are those of military innovation and the Engineers’ contribution to 
national infrastructure and professional development.


