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Editorial

THERE always seems to be an imperative to change
things, often it seems for the sake of it, although
there arc times when change is necessary because
the facts used to develop concepts and plans have
altered. In everyday parlance, the goal posts have
moved. Well, they certainly have as a result of the
Strategic Defence Review, which has set out to
define more clearfy the role of the anmed forces in
the 21st century and to redress some of the imbal-
ances that exist in its present structure and capabil-
ity. There is much to be done to achieve the
transition 1o the new strategy so the time is past
for any new initiatives and let us hope it is “steady
as she goes” from now on.

In echoing the words of the incoming president
of the Institution of Civil Engincers, Roger
Sainsbury, in his inaugural address, steady as she
goes does not mean standing still. There is a need
10 have time to put into practice the initiatives
already agreed. The philosephers and dreamers
have had their day; now it is the turn of the engi-
neers to make it all work!

The concept of close support engineers was
introduced in the 1980s when a possible confronta-
tion between Nato and the Warsaw Pact countries
was still taken seriously. Events since then, notably
the Gulf War and Bosnia, have shown that the
threat of high intensity conflicts is ever present.
“Close Support Engincers Continued” follows up
the article in the August 1998 Jowrnal, the author
making some observations, in his inimitable style,
on close support doctrine based on his considerable
experience gained duting a tour at the Combined
Arms Training Centre and elsewhere.

Some of us have a belicf that, given sufficient
funding, emerging technology can crack any prob-
lem. Frustratingly, in the field of mine detection,
there appears to be no easy answer. “Developments
in Mine Detection”, written by a Sapper now
working in industry, emphasizes the requirement to
interface technology with the operator on the
ground and also points to the need to have a long
term and sustained approach to the problem, if
there is to be any chance of an effective solution.

The RE TA has taken a leading role in forming
the new Civil Affairs Group established in
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April 1997, and brings 1o it considerable profes-
sional knowledge of engineering. “Extended
Military Role for Engineers in Bosnia and
Herzegovina" describes how the work of the Civil
Affairs Group is being put into practice in the
reconstruction of a war-torn country.

*Some thoughts on Wider Peace-keeping and the
Key Role that Military Engineering Plays” is a
well-rescarched article by one of our younger offi-
cers. We need to encourage more of them to write.
A bit of persuasion by COs would not go amiss.

Military engincers in countries within Nato have
always had common bonds which have tran-
scended any differences in language and equip-
ment, “German Corps of Engincers: New Tasks,
New Challenges™ is an authoritative account of the
way German Engineers have evolved since the
unification of Germany to meet the new chal-
lenges facing them. We have a lot to learn from
each other.

Few Sappers are better known than Gordon,
Kitchener — and Blashford-Snell! Whilst the latter
is best known for his intrepid expeditions to the far
corners of the world, both the former captured the
imagination of Victorian England with their bril-
liant mititary exploits in far flung outposts of
Empire. All are mentioned in this Journal, “The
“Cult” of General Gordon” relates how much
Gordon was revered in his time, whilst the book
revicw of the latest biography of Kitchener is itself
an excellent portrayal of one of the most distin-
guished of all our great military leaders. “The
Kota Marna Expedition 1998, although not about
Blashford-Snell, is a tnbute to his inspiration and
leadership in cncouraging young adventurers and
young scientists to take on new challenzges and
find cut more about the world we live in.

As the impact of the Strategic Defence Review
makes itself felt, the New Year will no doubt bring
more challenges, The Corps is well placed 1o meet
them, to bring its influence to bear onthe Army as
a whole {many Sappers are now in key appoint-
ments in the comidors of power) and 0 go on from
strength to strength,

The editorial staff join me in wishing you all a
very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
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Engineer in Chief

RRIGADIER A E WHITLEY CHE ADC

Briciamie Albert Whitley, whey assumed the
appointment of Eogineer in Chiel (Army) i
Seprember 1995, spent his vouth playimg rughy
climbing mountains and seryving with the

Conmmandios, In one of lis two troop conm:n-
wlgr todits e wis locky enopgh o Gommmaanid
Condor Troop RE in Arbroath. He completed

three operational tours in Nothern Trelmad aml
four winter deployments 1o Arctic Norway, He
served at grade 3 stalf in HOQ 3 Armoored
Davisiom and HO 3 Commando Brigade BM
separated by o twar as 200 5 Field Soquadron
Aier anending the Army Command and Stall
Course, Camberley, he was posted as Depuly
Cliel aof 5l G4 UK Mobile Forees, a job for
which he was appoimied MBE, Commuind of
5 Field Squoadron in lserlohn, Germany, Tol

lowed providing close support o 6 Air Mobile
Brigude, subsequently 6 Armoured Brgsde. He
became a member of the Mrecting Staff a
SElT College in 1990 following which he com
mtanded 2t Engineer Regiment ontil its odis
bindment in May 19 This wiss the Last of
four fours in 26 Engincer Regiment. He then
bevame Assistant Chiel o Stadl G3 Plans HQ
Aied Command BEurope Rapid Reaction Comps
(ARRCYL This latter appointment was devided
to planning for Bosnia and Hersegovina, firs
the Vance Owen Pesce Plan, then the NATO
assisted withdrawal of the LN forces aml
finally the Davton Asreement and the suhse
guenl deployment and year-long cmployment
of ARRC in Bosmia. He ok over as Chiel
Engineer HQ ARRC For the Fast momth of the
ARRC s tour in Bosnis. As Chiel Engineer he
planned both of the magor Corps warfighting
ficld traiming exercises post Bosnia

He wis appointed CBLE in January 1997

Hrig Whitley s miarmicd too Jonta amd they
haver @ mime-vear ol son

His imterests include smling, weonis and mili
Lury history

Brig A F Whitley CBE ADC
Engineer in Chief p172



Close Support Engineers Continued

MAJOR M W WHITCHURCH MBE

Srreky™ wan eonmisadoned fronn e ranks i D79 Wi
eatrly aervice way will mevhonnized and armmoniied engiineees
fatadingge de a0 worderfnd secennd fowr s Trafminge Magor i iy
capancding. 32 Armowred Engdineer Regiment ax ot "0 s
Nuppeonrt ™ PR 1 T . Newvioe i pe Coaed Wanr wers fol!
vy comnmaned o the Beelin Field Saguaicdeon. This led o
il -.ll_l'. arifiad roster aid pthe mewely firemed Combined Arnis

Franteniirg Cewnbre wliede b wvees alle ton el traedn o witdle' paant
ool e Amm B way welfe af this defighitiul pleee thaat fie wain
vevennneided for appeintiment o MBE e ix now i

Eng

cirfovine el iy Revimental Sevond o Connnnnnl

er Kevmenr when e ds ner reading hisgors
s, shadere vor cloetoee Baatttefie il Fones

Tiies srtecle extends the disowssion given by Jonathan Wielch (Auwguist 1R awld

Chris Slesin ( December

Fine Svomy S Fag

Bt Chees and Jonathan worote thaeir thaoughi
prowirking artiches o how we comloc elose sup
et The Bodloawing a5 a resction o those amcles
and sevks o improve our theory amd practice of
whose support. By this 1 mean practical impinoe-
mends in our organieation. headimg. eoquipmsi
and irdmng, s samed at all rewbers boihosere-
g wnd otherwse e the hup\' o oy prosvokes
maore adiscussion which improves military engi-
neeriige m the chose siippon nle
thi dhivisiony and brigade

thit s within

SOk M A3 = Conisiasi i ExtGIsrEes
withs Tk Divisios
*Sainy et Lox Tevtey Ve Sonit Redn ™
byt Daoctrime (o theory b contained in the
v msentoned above, which evolved in 1S
provides o welcome explaation on how we conm-
i engneers 0 division i the posd-Cptnoues
. For e who did ml serve befone 15ERD be
in i bl thal  regdrc supponing i brigsde is
1 bt better than a sqguidron, The el vl a
brigaded” soquadeon was that it worked well
I h eauepd for i pn.-hh'rm Fried, when imlkl)
tiopal RE came mio the brigade. the brigaded

e

15T g

sepuadron HO became very overworked (amd
sametinmes ineflectivie), Scoond. the 00 was mever
abde b et ol ol gnp (1 H'I.I.hllllll Bevimse I
sl by accomipany the brigadier as well o help oot
i brigsbe TR Hlaving Bived fand saffered) under
the ol system Doomimend curmernd prsctice

Lzt wis Bowsk ot ale Birst contention

Wiran Goronnwse SHoULD & SO0 o Have
s Can Ir Surreosr Mok T
Ok Bariesron !

Fane those whio abis mot hovie aocess B FTF Sare 24
the kew pargrphs are printed hene

Paragraph 7

“The close suppoon emgancer Feganent comnensdeg
arlTicer will decule engieer grompings sooonbin
thet wctical plagn ansl W Brigide comumuamdens
elfor, Altwsgh there are many permutaiisns., some
ol i parimeipal optioms ane as Follns

a, Ulsing chme sappon squadnss compassed of
bty arvisiared aind Gl s

b Deplovament sl pune
sl field sapii
umider b
&, Chromping amoured or Tield troops ander
TACTIM oof batilie gronapes for navwe pemeral tisks

mwsred amd mecha
rake spewilic thsks

Maj M W Whitchurch MBE
Close Support Engineers Continued p173
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However, the most common groupings, unless opecra-
tions dictate otherwise, will be for one armoured engi-
neer andfor mechanised ficld troop to be placed under
TACOM of each battlegroup with the remainder of the
armoured enginecr squadron under OPCON of the
brigade. The mechanised field squadron may con-
versely operate as a complete sub-unit also under
OPCON of the brigade. Groupings could also include
other elements such as Vehicle Launched Scatterable
Mine System, plant and combat engineer tractors™,

Now, Jon Welch considers paragraph 7 to be
flawed. Let us therefore review it by going back
te fundamentals.

WHAT WE ARE ABOUT
OuR role as Royal Engineers is to change the face of
the battlefield to suit the commander’s aim. Readers
will know that to achieve this 8 wide mix of tasks
are undertaken, including fighting if need be.

How WE OPERATE

RovyaL Engineers have to go where the work is.
By doing so we cbserve six of the ten immutable
principles of war; Maintenance of the aim;
offensive action; concentration of force; co-
operation with other arms (and services}; flexi-
bility and economy of cffort. Here arc some
examples; In 1695, 35 Engineer Regiment from
Hameln left 20 Brgade and went to the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia for some four months
(now this regiment was in addition to those
already there). By contrast 5 Field Squadron left
1 Brigade for six months to serve as infantry in
Belfast from 1997 to 1998. Finally G3 {or G}
snobs will note that 6 HQ Squadron was sent to
Kenya in the construction role in 1998,

Deduction? Royal Engincers go where the work is.

YES, BUT WHAT ABOUT THE BATTLEFIELD?
“Organisation adapied to circumstance.”
{(With apologies to ] F C Fuller.)

1 coNTEND that from the foregoing our organiza-
tion of RE work across the brigade will be driven
by the same standard factors: the commander’s
aim; the operation or phase of war; the ground;
the enemy’s form; time; space; weather and state
of own forces. With these gencral factors each
specific problem has to be considered. A little
thought shows that there would be occasions
when the brigaded regiment (in defenstve opera-
tions} could work its squadrons independently.
The field squadron is on the abstacle plan whilst
the armoured engineer squadron is forward with

the screen and guard. By contrast (in offensive
operations) where a deliberate attack over an
obstacle is involved, concentration of armoured
engineers in one squadron with the field
squadron following on with route improvement
may be the best plan. It was thus at Le Havre in
1944 and the Siegfried Line in 1545, On the
other hand it may be that mixed squadrons in an
advance phase against a poor quality enemy that
is disorganized (like the Iraqis in 1991) may be
best. Own force casualties (and aged Chieftain’s
that break down) will also be a factor.

CAN A SQUADRON SUPPORT MORE
THAN ONE BATTLEGROUP?

FIrRsT, look at the factors listed above and you
will see that a squadron may well have to support
more than one battlegroup. Again G3 (or G)
snobs should aote that the brigade has the ser-
vices {brigade support group, or brigade admin
arez as it was known), possible artillery (fieid,
locating and air defence) formation reece and avi-
ation. Now they may all need RE support at some
stage, This point emerges on any brigade trainer
and certainly on a field exercise. For example,
5 Field Squadron had a troop plus working in the
brigade support group for nearly three weeks on
the 1 Brigade exercise this year whilst its parent
squadron was elsewhere. In defence it may make
sense o allow a field squadron to work across
two ground-helding infantry battlegroups (fix-
ing) whilst the armouvred engineer squadron is
supporting the armoured and armourcd infantry
battlegroups. It is the armoured and armoured
infantry battlegroups that will need to manoeu-
vre in order to strike the enemy. So what about
the new armoured brigade with its one RE
squadron to each of its three battlegroups? Again
look at the factors together with a specific prob-
lem in mind and maybe this will work. Equally
remember that other glements of the brigade
may have a higher call on the Sappers and
regrouping will be needed. Mechanized brigades
certainly have to support more than one battle-
group because they have three infantry battal-
tons as well as all the rest. 1 have deliberately
kept clear of peacetime establishments, grouping
and stationing as it merits special consideration
and is worth separate discussion.

In answer to the question, it is thus too much to
say that a squadron cannot support more than
one battlegroup: it did so before 1990 and it may
well have to again. That said, one squadron with
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current engineer operations, anticipate engineer
requircments, bid for engineer resources, coordinate
the regrouping of assets to and from the battlegroup
and pass important information obtained by the engi-
neer recee troop elements in support of the battlegroup
close recce troop or platoon. He will also assist the
battlegroup commander in planning operations and
advise him on engineer priorities in addition to camry-
ing out terrain analysis in support of the IPB [intelli-
gence preparation of the battlefield] process.

The BGE will be required to speak on the engineer
regimental secure command and the engineer squadron
nets. Although the battlegroup command net will be
monitored through a speaker, there may be a require-
ment to change to it for a specific operation and when
this occurs communications will be maintained with the
engineer regimental headguarters via the BGE's own
SCRA [single channel radio access], He will be assisted
by his own AFV 436 vehicle crew and also by a SNCO
or experienced INCO 1 guarantes 24 hour manning.

The BGE's AFV 436 will nommaily form part of the

battlegroup main complex. If the battlegroup comiman-
der deploys with his forward headquarters, then the BGE
should be prepared to accompany him but this may be at
- the expense of his planning and co-ordination fonctions.
In addition this would be difficult to achieve until he has
an tmproved vchicle with the required mobility. If a
squadron commander is attached to a battiegroup, he
would accompany the battlegroup commander, normally
leaving the BGE back at battlegrovp main.
Role of the Engineer Squadron Commander. The
need for engineer growpings to be tailored to mect any
number of different options, means that it will not
ailways be possible to maintain the accepted engineer
chain of command: regimental commander, squadron
commander, troop commaonder. It is, therefore, impor-
tant to understand the role of the engineer squadron
commander and the difference between command and
technical control, When a ‘single” troop is placed
under TACOM of a batilegroup, it is commanded by
the commanding officer of the battlegroup, wilh tech-
nical control being exercised by its parent squadron
commander and the BGE acting as the link.

When more than one troop is placed under TACOM
of a battlegroup, it may be necessary, bul not manda-
tory, to appoint a sguadron commander as the baitle-
aroup engineer commander, particularly if the
battiegroup is on the brisade main effort or has some
other key function requiring increased engineer effort.
It would afso be normal for the squadron commander,
in his hard rover, to accompany the battlegroup com-
mander should he deploy to his forward headquarters,
as well as taking part in any recces.

Again, when more than one troop is placed under
TACOM of a battlegroup and a squadron comman-
der is not available {there are normally only 2 in a
close support engineer regiment o cover 4 battle-
eroups), the usual optien is to accept that the troops

are independently and directly commanded by the
batliegroup commander.”

This is toe complicated for war and could be
improved. My proposal is that the OC commands
his whole squadron. He fights his squadron across
the boundaries of two or more battlegroups and
wherever RE work takes him. The BGE does as the
OC requires. This keeps command simple and
direct. Each OC must have two BGE parties which
he deploys according to his CO’s plan. This simple
method gives the CO fewer points of contact and
therefore makes him more effective. Can't be done?
Well, 25 Engr Regt used this method of command:
RHQ in HQ 12 Armoured Brigade and two
squadrons out and about on a full divisional exer-
cise in 1982 and it worked well. I would argue that
the BGE is a high powered (and invaluable) liaison
officer who is part of the OC's command team.
Proposal. Jonr Welch is right. Rewrite paragraph 8
making command at battlegroup level simple: one
simple {and accepted) chain of command. The fog
of war will not allow the current system to work.

INFORMATION AXD INTELLIGENCE
TD Note 33 needs considerable improvement on
how RE recce coniribuates to our role on the battle-
field. Consider what is said in the note:

“Morcover, the recee troop is an effective and ver-
satile asset, which would normaily be placed under
OPCON of battlegroups in support of their close
recce troops and platoons. At times, however, ele-
ments of the troop could be tasked direct from regi-
mental main headquaners or placed in support of an
engineer squadron for a specific operation™,

I argue thot this is missing a key requiremnent
of the CO and misses the whote purpose of RE
recce. Equally the statement czuses much confu-
sion in practice as borne out in the discussion at
the current three divisional engineer study days,

Let me explain: a key to any commander’s sue-
cess is the ability to obtain the best information
{albeit incomplete), make a timely decision, and
see that his command obeys that decision.
Information — deciston — action.

Now, every level of command {regimental -
squadron — troop} must have this “information —
decision — action” system. Why? Because the
CQO’s information system (his own eyes, his
RSM, his own HQ and his recce) will work to
get him the best information for timely decision
and action. If the CO is looking 24 hours ahead
{and he must) then the squadron with ils recce is
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looking 12 hours ahead and the troop about 6hrs
ahead. Without this anticipation, RE work can-
not be properly planned, organized or con-
ducted. [t follows that each level must have its
own system if tempo is 1o be achieved.

But how does RE recce supgort the close recce?
Let us be clear: RE recce is there primarly to get
information for the engineer commander and may
or may not work in conjunction with close or for-
mation recce. It is not an adjunct to the RAC or
infantry. Put another way: don’t confuse integration
with co-operation. For those who ask what forma-
tioh recee is at brigade level, remember that when
the cogency of the Guif War emerged, 7 Armoured
Brigade was given a medium (now called forma-
tion) recee squadron almost immediately afier being
wamed for war. The new mechanized brigade will
have a recce regiment. I predict that when the next
war comes, any formation will insist on formation
recce. This recce works for the brigadier. Our regi-
mental recce works for the CO, It is not handed
over {0 “support” battlegroup recce under normal
circumstances, as stated in the TD Note.

Stor! DoN*t LeT THE HERETIC CONTINUE ...
By now many readers will be cross. “It's not what
we do in barracks or at BATUS,” they may say.
But, please consider what [ call the “small army
syndrome”™: we have an Army that rarely acts above
batticgroup level and conscquently the truc use of a
close support regiment within its brigade is simply
not seen, or understood. That we cannot exereise a
whole brigade fully (neither on Salisbury Plain nor
in Poland) remains a serious deficiency, How that
deficiency is resolved is beyond the scope of this
article, but exercise a whole brigade we truly must,
because when we do, the dangerous and misleading
practice of placing regimental recce under OPCON
of BGs, as in BATUS, it will be shown 1o be bad
practice. It may be that recce will have to be
regrouped because of particular rcasons but T sus-
pect that no commander will release his recce with-
out careful consideration. Some views from history
may help, Napoleon had a system which was his
“directed telescope”. Recce was part of this,
Consider too a view from Field Marshal Wavell:

“Two-1hirds of the reports which are received in war
are naccurate; never aceept a single report of success
or disaster as necessarily true without confirmation”,

Recee must therefore confirm. Morcover it is the
RSM's or CO's “own eyes” and recce which will
provide firsthand information and which will

always be more accurate thun secondhand reports.
Play the game “Chinese whispers™ and the point is
understeod. Perhaps information and command 1s
best summed up by Field Marshal The Lord
Carver who said:

“The correct position of a commander in battle is
where he can get the best information most accuraicly
and most rapidly and from where he can gethis orders. ..
most rapidly and securately to the cnlical point and it
will depend or the type and stoge of Bawde™'.

PROPOSAL
THAT the bit on recce is replaced with this passage:

“Recee in the regiment is organized at three levels:
regimental, squadron and troop. In order to achieve
tempo, cach level of command has its own informa-
tion-gathering system which allows timely decisions
to be made. Recce at all levels helps to do this. It is
stressed that RE recce has the primary role of gath-
ering RE information. Clearly it is also responsibie
for other information but RE information is key. The
system may or may not work with other arms
according to the standord faclors.”

MANOEUVRE
WE are the guarantors of mobility. It really is a
disgrace that our Corps still has Chieftain with
no replacement until 2006, What that future
replacement should be and what it should have
is worth an article in its own right.

This vital matter must be gripped much more
quickly than is being planned, The simple drill 4
of T Note 29 1s an example of the value of drills
and stondardization described earlier. What is
needed is an RE drill which covers all the busi-
ness of armoured, field engineers working with
recee, and A-Echelon. Jon Welch is guite right
when he states that once one crossing is opened
another must be developed as soon as possible.

Studies of the Le Havre assault and the
Sicgfried Line demonsirate how much muddie
within one's own troops, and interference by the
enemy, will cause crossings to fail.2 As a rule of
thumb three attempts for each successful crossing

! Sec the British Defence Film Library Video Tapes: Cl4604
and 1405, These tapes are titled: Command of Armour.
MMade in 197879, they are @ valuable record of the experi-
ence of Field Marshal The Lord Carver, from his time as
commander of 4 Armd Bde in WW2, His instruction is 2
must 1o study.

2 Sec the battdeficld tour guide Le Havre. Available from
the Corps Library.
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are essential. The laser exercises called TESEX
(tactical engagement simulational exercise} also
show this to be necessary.

Field Marshal Wavell once characterized war
as “Wasteful and muddled”. In an opposed
crossing he was spot on! T commend a detailed
look at Le Havre — it demenstrates all of this.
Studies of the Tragl obstacle belt in 1990 high-
lighted the necd for more than one crossing
although it was never attempted {phew!}.
Examples of faited crossings are plentiful in his-
tory. And, I can think of no exercise on Soltay,
Suffield, or Salisbury training arcas where single
crossings were sufficient.

PROTECTION

I ENDORSE everything that Jon Welch describes
under this heading. I make a case for deception;
Sappers can make an excellent contribution to
this. My squadron was able to simulate a battal-
ton and provoke an American brigade to attack it
in the Weser vailey in 1993 using the techniques
Jon described. It works best in the two-sided
cxercise, and benefits can be gained from a well-
run review afterwards.

Two other major worries necd highlighting.
Our all-arms air defence has been eroded since
the Falklands war. No longer can we practise
active air defence with the few machine guns we
have left. Remember: what you do not practise
you cannot do. Equally watch any video on the
Falklands war and you will sec how an enemy
with air parity con make life hord. All-arms air
defence is a lost art and our forefathers would be
shocked at the current practice, or lack of it. Not
our problem? Then, dear reader, you have cither
not done it or studied it ... .

Equally, digging and fortification s a lost art
and useful exercises like the Rombard Op at
Larkhill, or bringing in fire close to troops dug
in, really does get soldiers to realize the vital
need (o be able to dig. I am working up a solu-
tion and hope to return to these pages in 1999,

FIREPOWER

FirepowER is a function which our Corps has
disregarded. We need firepower for two tasks: to
protect ourselves and to help us to fight both as
Soppers and Infantry. Let me expand.

Protective Firepower. Arming RE vehicles
achicves two things: i sives Sappers the ability
to hit back or take offensive nction thus increas-

ing thetr chances of survival while atternpting to

complete a task. I propose that every RE AFY
should have at least two 7.62mm and one 12.7mm
machine guns. Not to have these is foolhardy.
Soldicrs in the Chieftain AVRE and CET in the
Gulf felt uncomfortable not having their own
weapons, Amazingly they (aloag with AVLB) still
don’t. This cannot be right and the [aser exercises
{TESEX)} show this to be so. Remember, an
eacmy that is not neutralized or destroyed will
destroy key vehicles like ours. Look at the Israeli
eguivalents and you see what [ mean. They also
spert 60mm mortars which deal quite nicely with
the dismounted guided weapon threat, May I also
propose that RE vehicles have a smoke generating
system like US and Russian vehicles: something
like the T72 which pushes out huge amounts of
smoke with a little diesel. Why? Remember RE
vehicles breach or bridge a feature which a quality
enemy would register or cover with fire. Therefore
every measure to protect the Sappers whilst carry-
ing out a task Is key. Equally there is no doubt that
escorting dismounted field engineers can do much
to protect AFVs but that depends on the standard
factors of enemy and ground, What about the
Royal Artillery or Infantry mortar firepower?
Because RA concentrate their effort on single tar-
gets by regimental and divisional fire missions this
means Lhat someone (like us) will not always have
the protective fire suppert that we need, Thus
termpo will be reduced. To this end 2 “get you on”
pack of private artillery is required. Here | would
propose that both RAC and Infantry battlegroups
are equipped with a platoon of nine 120mm mor-
tars such as the Royal Ordnance Armoured Mortar
System. Imagine 3 Armoured Engineer Squadron
advencing with two battlegroups and 812 (8121)
targets listed as predicted defensive fire shoots
which are designed to neotralize any position
which our own troop weapons cannol neutralize.
If there is no manoeuvre without fire then in close
support there must be no sapping until fire support
is ready to go.

What about fighting as RE and Infantry? Our
forefathers used firepower as Royal Engineers.
They called it siege warfare and it meant that we
could demolish enemy fortifications or whatever
from behind armour. This was seen with the
Petard in World War Two and last scen with the
165mm gun. It is a reflection of the ignorance of
the realities of close support engineering that our
165mm was removed. We need this capability
back on the next AVRE. Those who disagree need
consider this; you are the reserved demolition
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“The Heathen Chinee is Peculiar®

LIEUTENANT COLONEL P O M CHITTY MBE

Very rarely will man squarely push the fogic of a fact to its ultimate conclusion in wunitigated act.

IN 1949, and fresh from Szndhurst and a young
officer’s course, my first engineer task was to
build 2 POW cage to hold the fleeing nationalist
troops of Chiang Kai Shek as Mao’s communist
forces reached Hong Kong at the small border
village of Sha Tau Kok. The urgency of the
build was such that the cage was Jiterally just
that — a cage with a water standpipe, but food
was promised.

The actual frontier lay across the middie of the
main, and only, street in the village, there being
no obvious border markings, but that was not my
problem, as an infantry company was positioned
there. Too soon, the infantry was temporarily
moved elsewhere on the border, and the safety
of the Colony lay in my capable hands.

The first 100 or so nationalist soldiers we took
in offered no problems. They sat placidly in rows
or chatted up long lost cousins through the wire,
But far from the numbers tailing off as the last
defeated stragglers should have come through,
they kept increasing, until even recognizably
formed units appeared, were disarmed and joined
the rest for rice and recuperation.

Soon it was clear that these newcomers were
wearing red patches on their sleeves, but by now I
had disarmed quite a proportion of the communist
4th Field Army. Radioing HQ, I was told to return
all the communists to China. Easicr said than done,
as by now they too were enjoying their first hot
meal for weeks. Reluctant as the communists
might be to leave, their red patches identified them.

With my all too recently Sandhurst-acquired
confidence in my powers of command over dis-
ciplined and professional British troops, dealing

Kipling

with these dispirited and defeated Chinesc ama-
teurs would be child’s play. The interpreter
announced my first edict through the loud-hailer,
“Anyone wearing a red patch is to report to the

“camp gate for return to China”, My sergeant

audibly groaned. Off came the patches.

Patches are one thing, but uniforms... The com-
munist uniforms were of a slightly yellower colous,
and ‘se | could use them as my face-saving {all-
back. “Anyone wearing light coloured uniforms...”
He groaned again. Off came the uniforms.

Not just communist uniforms, for to be on the
safe side, first some of the more faded nationafist
uniforms came off; then more; then all. This mass
divesting reached heroic proportions, and soon to
make themselves really unidentiftable, all under-
clothing was removed. A mass strip had started
and within minutes the cage was littered with
mixed and multi-coloured clothing and held about
300 stark naked men secure behind the privacy of
four strands of barbed wire,

There might have been ways of separating the
sheep from the goats. Some were visibly relish-
ing the proximity of so much nude mazle flesh,
and these [ forcibly repatriated down the main
street, throwing some mixed clothing after them.
But then what? By careful selection perhaps [
could have reduced the population crisis in China
by transferring it to Taiwan?

Mercifully the infantry company commander
returned. He was now responsible, not me. “But
why”, he asked, “are they all naked?” “They’ve
been promised showers when you returmned Sir!”
My troop sergeant smiled for the first time since
1 joined the troop.
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stated Lieutenant Colonel Seton-
Churchill some years later, “Is
stiil teaching many of our coun-
trymen valuable lessons™, and he
subtitled his biography of the
great man “A Christian Hero”
(GGC400: 14; Seton-Churchill
1895: 261). Gordon's unconven-
tional Anglicanism could appe:
to other religious groups; Roman
Catholics copied his notes on
Cardinal Newman's The Dream
of Gerontius into their own
copies, and later editions were
printed complete with these
annotations (Anon 1991},

KEY: @ Gordon rord names
@ Ehorioum toad names
B Pubs

The more casual this image of
sanctity became, the more
extreme its expression. Five
years after Gordon's death, one
writer lamented the fact that his “precious relics”
had not been recovered, while Jeanette Fothergill,
one of many pocts who published odes soon after
the fall of Khartourn, wrote that “Where his ashes
lie is hallowed eround”. This lyricism did not
lessen with time: in 1909 Mare von Worst wrote
from Khartoum that, “Season after seasen, the gar-
den perfume and the Sudan perfume surround the
place like a fragrant cerement, or swing like a per-
petual censer before Gordon's memory” (Haines
1890: 130-131; GGC400: 16, 46). The attitude
that Gordon was doing God’s work dated to
before his death; printed sheets were distributed to
churches asking for prayers for his endeavours in
the Sudan in 1883 or 1884 (GGC400: 16).

Nor was Gordon’s martyrdom solcly a maiter of
his Christianity. His command of foreign armies
and his efforts, as Governor of the Sudan in the
1870s, to cutb the slave trade had brought him to
symbolize the reforming authority of Europe
against the barbarity of native societies. G W
Steevens, with Kitchener's army in 1898, looked
across to Khartoum and felt that “in that forlorn
ruin, in that desolate acacia, the bones of murdered
civilisation lay before us™ (Steevens 1898: 312).

Modern writers have echoed the language of
sanctity, but almost casually, without drawing out
its implications. Gordon is described as “a sacrifi-
cial victim to a callous government ... 2 martyr
whose death was its own victory™; and for Collini
the famous painting by Joy showing Gordon
haughtily awaiting death on the steps of the
Gavernor's Palace in Khartoum is “the celebration

Place-names commemorating Gordon in Kent.

of Gordon as imperial saint, blending white mas-
tery with New Testament humility; it would not be
out of place among more canonical illustrations
from Victorian devotional literature” (Johnson
1082: 302; Collini 1985). The notion reaches its
{somewhat blasphemous) apogee in the plague
commemorating him in Khartoum Cathedral,
which states that “Through his martyrdom, peace
and security were established” {Anon 1942: 193,
thus drawing the parallel with Christ not only in
the manner of his life and death, but even in the
redemptive quality of that death.

The words “too late” were the singular chant of
the Gordon cult. The refrain first seems to occur in
a poem, “Chinese Gordon”, published in the the
Pail Mall Gazette in February 1884 and com-
posed, according to John Tyndall, by a “Scottish
working man”., Here the phrase refers to the possi-
bility that the hero might have been sent 1o the
Sudan “too late” to clean its affairs up, but it had
changed emphasis by the end of the year. In
September an anonymous rhyme appeared in
Moonshine, # satirical journal, addressed to the
“Prime Minister of England, whose watch is
always behind time”, stating:

Heaven grant that your “only General”

(Sole bulwark of the State!}

Write not at the end of the story

The shameful words “Too Late™t (GGC400: §)

Three days before the Fall of Khartoum a letter to
the Guardian from “a Liberal, but first a Christion
and an Englishman” used the phrase, and thereafter
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5 Rockstone Place with his sister; and the Vicar of
Heavitree, Devon, Prebendary Barnes, commemo-
rated his fricnd with a tablet on a street lamp, which
came to be known as “Gordon Lamp”. There is even
a piaque in the mess of Hyde Park Barracks to mark
the fact that Gordon ate his last dinner there before
departing for Khartoum {Hutchinson n.d.: 2; Anon
1983a). More gencral memortals not linked with
specific events are common.

In the passage quoted from above, Marie
von Worst called Khartoum itself “thc Tomb of
Gordon” (GGC40{: 46) and the fact that his body
was never recovered enabled the construction of
what were in effect cenotaphs. The monument in
St Paul’s to Gordon by Bochm was in the form of a
tomb, and the reverence paid to it we shall tumn to
later. Several members of the Gordon family,
including his sister Augusta, are buried in a tomb
in Southampton, but it is the General who appears
more prominent than anyone physically there: his
name is on the tomb, with the legend “Slain in
Khartoum™ (Hutchinson n.d.: 2)

We have already touched on the stories which
arose round Gordon, but those of the sale of his
medal and the Ragged School are entirely factuoal
and 1t is difficult to categorize them as “folklore”.
There are other tales which fit the description
rather more easily. While in China it became a
point of marvel among Gordon’s troops in the
Ever-Victorious Army that he never went into bat-
tle carrying anything more lethal than a small cane.
In fact Gordon was ready to use his revolver when
the situation called for it, but he was aware that his
demoralized and disorganized mercenary army
would be inspired by a show of bravado (Pollock
1993: 65). However the story was relayed to
Britain and came to symbolize his steady bravery
and total reliance on God for his security and
safety. And with God on his side, what could
Gordon be but invincible — even in death? He was
speared as he came to inspect his troops, a German,
Hermr Fricke, told a Daily News reporter, “with his
stick in his hand. He never carried his sword, not
even whilst fighting” (GGC400: 9). Haines men-
tiens “the little cane he always carried into battle”,
and the memorial window in Greenwich shows
Gordon carrying Bible in one hand and cane in the
other {Haines 1890: 133). The cane will make
another appearance later on.

Most of the legends, however, grew up around
Gordon's martyrdom. At first there was a tendency
not to believe in his death at all. *To this day™,
wrote Egmont Hake, one of the less florid of his

early biographers, “There are many whose faith in
his infinite capacity of resource is such that they
kave not brought themselves to believe that his dis-
appearance is anything other than temporary, and
that he will not one day retum unharmed”. He rub-
bished this idea thoroughly, but could not resist
adding that “such a reappearance, as of ‘a reap-
pearing star’, would be in perfect consonance with
the gloricus romance of Gordon’s past and the sur-
prising qualities of his genius.” {Egmont Hake
1885; 214). In 1893 an Arab called Habib Salman
was still claiming that Gordon was alive, and that
Khartoum had in fact fallen in November 1884
{Anon 1983b: 8).

To insist on Gordon’s survival was somewhat
eccentric, though, and since he was as serviceable
dead as alive attention was alse paid to the manner
of his death. Could not his body at least be recov-
ered? C R Haines considered that it was a national
disgrace that no effort had been made to regain the
“precious relics.” A supposed Greek witness of the
murder, Demetriou Giorgio, related how;

Some say Gordon was cut up in little pieces, but
others relate that they embalmed his body and ok
it to the Mahdi. There were bodies cut up; but I am
inclined to believe that these were the bodies of the
Consul and doctor, not Gordon's (CHARE
B107.10.11).

The occasional recovery of objects which could be
linked with Gordon from Dervish armies kept this
belief alive. In 1887, for instance, a British Army
uniform case (CHARE 4801.98) was captured by
Lieutenant Colonel Chermside RE from a group
of Dervishes and found to be full of Arabic docu-
ments. Such discoveries cnabled people to con-
tinue hoping that the hero’s body might still
remain, embalmed for the Mahdi to gloat over.

But the key legend of the Gordon Cult concerned
his death itself, about which nothing was known
for sure. The whole nexus of ideas about imperial
Christianity coalesced around that single act,
depicied in Joy’s painting, the image of the hero
awaiting his fate, Christlike, passive but unyield-
ing, at the top of the Palace steps, while the hea-
then horde swirls below. This image was not
predominant at first, *The stories I have quoted as
to the circumstances of our bercavement are but so
many in a hundred”, stated Hake firmly. “All
agree as to the fact of death; [but] no two are alike
in detail; none is of unimpeachable zuthority’
{Egmont Hake 1885: 214). Bordeini Bey sug-
gested Gorden was speared, having tumed from
his attackers with an attitude of lofty disdain;
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Demetricu Giorgio claimed he was killed after
surrendering his sword; while Herr Fricke
described him being murdered while he came to
inspect the defenders of the city, Hake preferred
an account which had Gordon fighting his way
across from the Palace to the town square. By
1890 it was even being said that Gordon sat in a
chair waiting for the arrival of the Mahdist amuy,
and met his death in that way (GGC4{X}: 9; Haines
1890: 130-131). It is difficult to suppress the
thought that this story is borrowed from Livy’s
account of ancient Roman senators awaiting the
invading Gauls in the same manner, Douglas
Johnson has argued that Bordeini Bey's account
was eventually preferred, despite its dubiousness,
because it fitted beautifully the image of the
Christian martyr which had already been estab-
lished, and that this dominated public thinking
until relatively recently {Johnson 1982 28). When
pilgrims came to Khartoumn they sought the steps
where they were told the hero fell; and when the
Bishop of London conscerated the cathedral it was
to this legend that he referred {(Anon 1913).

More eccentric lesser storics circulated in
Khartoum:. By 1920 locals were relating how the
statue of Gordon on a camel by Onslow Ford
moved about the city at night, and & woman with a
particular fondness for the General saw the statue
smile at her. “Gordon’s favourite tree” was also
pointed out; however by World War Two it was
said that this tree, over the grave of the Governor-
General Mahi Bey, was a fake and that “the con-
nection with Gordon was invented by a Sapper
officer told by Kitchener to entertain tourists after
the reaccupation” (GGC400: 64; Anon 1942: 71).

Revics

“The Queen ... asked the keeper of these treasires
which was the most rare and valuable of the caskets.
He showed her one made of pure rock crysigl, orna-
mented with gold and enamel. In this casket the
Gueen placed the small book — General Gordon's
pocker Bible, annotated and marked by his own hand,
and in this precious casket will remain this mosr pre-
cious relic of one of Englund’s greatest heroes.”

- (GGC400: 4)

QUEEN Victoria had received the Bible from
Gordon’s sister, and wrote her a fulsome letter of
thanks. The book is still in the [7th-Century
“5t George's casket”, although the bast of the hero
which, Miss Gordon reported, stood close by, is
now in the Costume Museum in Kensington
{Gordon 1888: xix; RE Museum file M3/14.2).

The Queen was not treating the object with any
religious reverence, of course — as a good Low
Churchwoman — but her behaviour implied that
she felt contact with the great man’s possessions
was somehow inspirational, and she was not alone
in feeling this. Gordon was liberal with his
belongings and they became widely scattered. The
RE Museum today holds the world’s largest col-
lection of “Gordonia”™, partly inherited from the
coliection of the Gordon Boys School, and this
reveals some interest conundrums.,

Note the “little stick™ which Gordon was sup-
posed always to have carried into battle, The RE
Museum holds three of these (GGCS8, GGC25),
each claiming to be the one borne by Gordon
while he was fighting the Tai-Pings in China, plus
another two without that specific attribution
(GGC280, CHARE 4801.3(8. Two of them come
with fairly strong provenances. Of course Gordon
would have had more than one canc throughout
his career, but these each claim uniqueness: they
are “General Gordon's canc”. And there are other
sticks, each with similarly dubious attributions,
One was sold from the Wellcome Collection in
1866, and is now in Texas; another is in Canada,
an ivory thing with a shield at the top bearing
Egyptian hallmarks, given to its present owner’s
wife in the 1930s by the Egyptian Under-Sceretary
of State for Agriculture, whose father got it in turn
from Lord Kitchener. A third came to light as
recently as 1986, having belonged to a friend of
the Muscum’s informant, whose late husband’s
uncle’s father was stated to have been Gorden’s
batman. This cane bears the device of the Scottish
Rifles and its association with Gorden is pretty
inexplicable (RE Museum file M3/16.10}.

Another item closcly associated with Gordon is
the Yellow Jacket, the high military honour
awarded him by the Chinese govemment. In 1897
the Royal United Services Institution {RUSI) put
on an exhibition of Gordon memorabilia and
trailed the event in the newspapers, and the Yellow
Jacket appeared in the list of objects to be included,
to be loaned by Miss Augusta Gordon. A few days
later, a letter landed on the Secretary’s desk from
Lady Head. “It is only right”, she stated, “that 1
should tell you that Sir Robert Head and 1 poessess
Gordon’s real Yellow Jacket”, and they later lent it
te the exhibition. The RUSI was in fact able to dis-
play three “yellow jackets”, including the one
owned by Miss Gordon which was eventually
bequeathed to the Royal Engineers (CHARE
8107.10.11}. The RE Museum also has three, but
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On the outer orbits of such relics we find the
items displayed at the Edinburgh Castle pub in the
later 1800s. This institation had developed its own
muscum in the 1840s when its proprictor,
Mr Wickelow, displayed a collection of natural
history exhibits. His successor, Mr Middlebrook,
widened its scope and introduced “miscellancous
curiosities™ which included “General Gordon’s
cap” and the very spear supposed to have killed
him, When the collection was auctioned off in
1998, Henry Wellcome, who had an interest in
acquiring “Gordonia”, remarked of Middlebrook
that “many of this man’s curics arc very doubtful”,
but the collector did go to some trouble to ensure
that his exhibits had, at least, logically credible
provenances: the spear was linked to a dactor who
had worked in the Sudan (De Peyer 1980; RE
Museum file M3/16.10}. The words “logically
credible” can less easily be applied to the little rafia
box in the RE Muscum which bears the name of
Sir Rudolph Slatin and which contains “Gordon's
last pencil”, Gordon’s last buitonhole and maich,
“Gordon’s tooth™ {(a repellent abject in a box of
tooth powder), “a picce of lace off Gordon’s
chemise™ and “a fly which landed on Gordon's
nose”. Given its presence in the Gordon School
collection {GGC316) we may put it down to pupil
hoaxers, but if so they were remarkably astute at
satirising the more “genuine” relics.

PILGRIMAGE

The long-delayed duwiy was done. The bones of our
countryman were shattered and scattered abroad, and
ey man knows their place; none the less Gordon had
his burial at last ... We left Gordon alone again — but
alone in majesry wnder the conguering ensigns of his
own people.

{Steevens [898: 316}

TsE reconquest of the Sudan under Kitchener in
1858 was in a real seose a ritual act. When the
Graphic reported the climactic Battle of
Omdurman it chose the headline “Gerdon
Avenged”, and Kitchener was hailed as “Gordonis
Ultor” when he came to receive an honorary
degree at Cambridge University. The war had
been, The Times declared in retrospect, “something
chivalric and crusading, something apart from the
ordinary run of Britain’s little native wars™ and
Steevens expressed the same notion in bloodier
language: “Here, too, were boys who could hardly
lisp when their mothers told them Gordon was
dead, grown up now and appearing in the fullness
of time to exact eleven thousand lives for one”

{Stecvens 1898: 311). The tomb of the hated
Mzuhdi, who tore up the railings of the Christian
church in Khartourn to build it, was destroyed in its
turn and Kitchener carted off bits to fling,
metaphorically, at Queen Victoria’s feet: he was
only narrowly restrained from delivering her the
prophet’s head (CHARE 7007.7). And virtually the
first act of the triumphant British and Egyptian
forces was to hold a memorial service for Gordon
in the ruins of the Governor's Palace. Richard
Caton-Woodville produced a painting of the cere-
meny which is in the Royal collection; and the RE
Muscum holds two of the drums supposed to have
been played during the event (GGC394 and 393),

The reconquest was the signal for another out-
burst of relic-collecting, The Mahdi’s tomb was
the source for a lot of these souvenirs; the railings
appear to have been cut up into regular segments
and distributed, to judge by the surviving portions
{CHARE 8401.2; GGC206, 213); and soldiers
with the avenging army, such as Sapper Alfred
James Peerless of the Royal Engineers, made a
point of visiting it:

17 September — Tomorrow we hope Lo see the
remains of the Mahdi's lomb.

18 September — Have looked for the Mahdi’s tomb
which the papers say can be scen for miles and
miles. 5pm and no sign.

20 September — Went to the Mahdi's tomb. A very
fine building the walls were six feet thick and very
large cornerstones nicely carved. The RM Artillery
have been blowing it down so this accounts for our
not seeing it the other day. After an howr's stay we
retumed. (RE Museum file M3/16.10}

However other places were more closely associ-
ated with Gordon, in particular his garden. The gar-
den seemed to symbolize the heroic Englishman
abroad: “In this garden you somchow came to
know Gordon the man, not the myth, and to feel
near to him. Here was an Englishman doing his
duty, alone and at the instant peril of his life; yet
still he loved his garden™ (Steevens 1898: 315). A
Captain Ferguson cut an orange stick from the
Palace garden and tumed it into a cane (GGCI86),
and the removal of roses as souvenirs was quite
common: there are three in the Gordon Scheol col-
lection now at the RE Museum (GGC35, 317,
3735). Again Sapper Peerless’s diary shows how the
ordinary soldiers participated in this ritual:

4 October — We asked permission 1o visit Khartoum
which was granted. We walked for four miles up the
riverside ... We came at length to Gordon's Palace where
the Batish and Egyptian flags are now flying; ... We
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Tormer Secretary of the Wyelirte Chapel.
Ciravesenn], where Crordoi used 1o preach (R1
Muscrom Nle MO, Flowers ane also lefi m
the masmiiment in Clordon gandens v Loy esenl
The more extreme mamifestations of the cult ane
nay pnone, bl cnongh survives o miake Boclear
haowe, For ac time, Gondon became a sanciified
omaly, @ medieval saint in Protestam
iunil

H |
Vietoran E

A TUTRTEY | A
SUHARET amd TOH Fer 1o olvjeets anad archives
wiheich pre part of tee collection of ibe Ranail Erpimecs
Murserinn, € latham
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Extended Military Role for Engineers in
Bosnia and Herzegovina

MAJOR R H BROWN TD BSciEsa) MBA Clxe FICE FCTT MCIM MING

Magor Ricierd Reonis won oisraissdoried ol J1T Fgineed
Kt (Villisnicery | th TUZE anling s Doty @y o fresap
commmancher with 130 Feld Srccdvous ( Vodnnteers i, b J935 Iy
frvresfereedd toe SO7 Speciilisg T Revied Engiveers ( Ry
Clomstriation) { Vildimareers ) ax 20, moving on o JWE e
S Kpiectoling Teonn Reviadl Fegenesrs { Warks ) Viltinteces oy
CHC ol 1997, Hie s enrvently €0 o 507 Specialise Team
Rl Enpinreery  Raethiy € emsteaetfont b { Velinnieers

e D spnen 25 voates s ot ofiad evnginesss e e vl st
cufnripating with ee vears oy Commmencie] Eocctor of sune of
e esteiwering s of Broviddi Rai B PRT Jiee vedluntesned
foar aair Nepmonitle downe g e Former Repafie of Yagesdao an o
NATE el enffiadrs enfffcer, oun epneriencoe whieli be rfes ox on
af the fagdiiehis of i coreer o deate, He b pew Seeioe Bol
oo widh Wanerin Partoe ey in Lowiclost

Fuis article is inwa pans, The lirst p
heseribes e imppet thist engineers are having in
a wivil allaies robe in Bosma and Hersegoving
(B, The second pan ells the story of e Bual-
witws b BiH, i swhose revitahsatson covil allaims

bais ployed an smportant coondinating mle

Ruvr b isine THE Eoosony

T UK s new Civil Allors Giroop o was Tormally
established fin Apeil 1997 comprisimg dbont 540
officers, many with specuilist professiomsl huek-
prownds soamie of whiom are engineers, Civil
allairs 1w @ growing indostey i the miliaey
world as 4 result of the shilt away 1
threit of high inlchsily wars and @ LTI
emplusis on peacekeeping aml reconstruction
Pl lomaamng mmese Docsalised conflicis

The US Army s maimtained a very sizeable
civil s capalility. sinee the Second World
War which is largely mannesd by mescrvists, In
the last decwde its units have been employed in
severil theatres imeluding the Gull, Pananmi,
Haiti arl the Balkons, Up watil December 19497
thie LS wiis the only sation with a Civil AlTairs
(0G5 capability i the Former Republic of
Yuposlavin iFRY i,

wn ihe

In FHY., i siphe tenis, GF operatims on il
gt cetre oand e Tactical Suppon Teams
ITETs) strtegically. lociwted Uiroasghout the e
Mulin Matwomal Pivisions (MM - Norh, South
Fast amd Sowth-West, Addinionadly, there is (e
sigenhle Combined Joim Civil-Military Task
Foree (C1CMTER based in Sarajevo under
L SR compumel.

Since the start of 1995 several mber MATO)
coninirees have comtributed personnel o G5 oper
tions n the FRY, notahly the UK, France
Gierm the Netherlands, Haly, Spain and
Norway, OF these only the UK s a specilic
Tianrnie-Betsnd civil aflars unit ot the presei tine sao
thaal st il the et supprt is providked by
olficers and soldicrs posted dvectly from main
e hosoe wnits, Withn NATO, il alfair s
more conmmonly referred 1o us Coal-Military
Comapweration (CIMVICT)

I o ieliste posdwar et the dmphisis is
O PreRREIes Decessary o sustun himan fife,
These, perhips inevitably. tenad o be driven by
Ty -mbemtified prismtics (eentrlby. coordimed
A e completion of this stage the ntermatiomil
imilitary effort may be withelmon. 188 s b comtimse
tsens, febeally, o matbonal grand plan for coomomi

Maj R H Brown TD
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EXTENL

recossinactivn shimll be develboped
The Tocnl peojzranmmes will still e

[T .|.II:|. 1w the aternational i
s by e o ikin
per that o cobivre of dependency on
intermabomal ot will develop
whiedi will be commber-prsdoctive in
the b e, Thee ddevelopancnt of o
il plan sheoibil by ander the
shection of notonally edlecied lead
ers although strongly guided by

ud il
tary experts It s likely thal oo
progects emenzifig Trom these il
will o keasl Be omiduied by the e
iibioisl Colimnaindty

imdermdssd muleizry

Withowt o ndsonal gransd ||I.|||
lowal efl will sltimately e
wasted becmuse there will be no
stistabnnble macri-ccmnmmy on
wilich the micro-cominmy can
buikel. Benelins emerging From
these mgor progects siall mcluike:

=% recheerpel econirny

iy e
trmmg religies
1 fronm paolibical Jesdemshipoao
wa lismlershige

= Penceptmon thal Dl v wetunmg o mosmoal

& Laenbiml withaliwwa) of Stabilisation Force

s L s the malitry commumity s concemed m
the FRY these atson] amd bocal imitetives neatly
fiall ter the CF CMTE ot HEY and te TS TS b the
divisions nespoectively

e ecore gt withm the C1CMTE s the
CIMIC Finetional Teanis (CFTsE 1 has teams
b up il professiomally-gualified officens in
the Tollowing Fields: business, educaiion, pablic
henlih, sprculiure, velernary scienee, ielecom-
mimications amd enginecning. From the end of
TOT e elores of s officers became prin
iy Tocussed on matioral -leve ] prajects, in |
with Suabvilisa orce’ s adjusted mission Wy
phay omwinds Cemeh-ste” et than “end-die”,
By mned PO muinisterial supporn leams (MS5Ts)
bl been Tormsd within the C OMTE: these
 working along=ide min
s of BiH and provide
prodicssional guidance o the entity abmin
s Fon nutioma] programmes

feams commprise of fic
sters within e twi
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Bhaiiiigh b Sepeaks Dhinsl DR Mefinciy

n wilh

The higgea e OFT s T
it o i ik B G Bange portfobio of major progects
within ihe fslbowig general ancis: isdostey, infra-
stnctune annd enviromment, Ll below ane sone
cxamgles Trom cach colepory (s ab Jaly 1HRIK)

Diwilasiry s

= Revitplsation of Srpski Broad O8] Befiiery

= Bevitlisatmm of Duobssj lime proaductson Lacilily
= Reviidisatmm of ihe conmmenanl gl sysiem

Infrstriciure:

= Strigtrl g medicil reliabesdimecin o Hiinja
Faiks il

« Rehabiliatmm of burldmes ab Sameso Lmverssiy

= Bohabiliiatbs ol Saiein waistew il
it (sliant
s fos Spchrenica potahle water sappds

prainns Ton Jaee Ivdmological sy<iem
+ Redevelpiment of Sarujeso s

The prispects above were selected withoad il
Benelit of @ mtivnal plan and o hst of prones,
and therefore the Follo Tactors wiere wsed lor
an il priorny assessimen:

= Dnpaet on thee covmmmny ool the ensarommen

L I'|.'.l~||1|IIl} wl el

= Svalabiliay ol funding

* Lascal palitical emvitomment ol pacninl
tor et chatige il desirahle,

= Skills regueingd (o maiiade the progect amld
wvaiilamlity ool these withan the C1T
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The projects require a rnge of engineering
specuists but vpacally they will come Trom the
Folbow g list

ralwarks,

Fig i
Fryalranlics
samifatiin,

# el eaginecrs

= gmiironmieninl eng o
= cheminal engincers
= (vl

o chavinen] engiinacs

A CFT engineering of licer is only likely o be

siccessiul il hisfshe hos the Tollowing strenpihs
L Y il priatibon

& s seldl mw i vabed

= s capable ol iniing aimd negotiating with
- ople within the covaliam political aml
hursaisess conemaunitie

= His i welbbevelopal panticular professional skill
bl retaiins (he abiliey o operse g peneml level
within i professional Theld

= s capable ug bl biasipess pascssmen|
TR TI

miak

il prujes

By and large CIMIC work Focusses an (he
carly stages of projects with the implicin idhjec-
tive ol hali el the
appropriate me theodigh an exil stral + Ihis
ensures that the nation dises ot becomee over
dependent on military support. Hence, the Tocus
on the ability (o mitate and develop the carly
o mther than project-manage the ller
stages of ||..'l.r|||[|l||u|||

aver o ather age

i

Devmnmeng al Sarapevon Wisdewaler | reatment Pl

Fowr the regquireiments Badod above #is Nkely that
TA/Reservists (ewrrently from the UK and the
LIS will have the mwest apgwropriale expencne lo
take o these roles although i supply ot prescim
is tending 1o be dictated by intemmtional politics
Sownie cival alFairs tradning s desirabde bt i necd
ol b regpuinement b belong oo civil alllaies
b b JRLD o oo theese shots, Inabeesd, it is unlikeely
thast the UK civil alfairs group abine will have the
mesotrces and will need o call on esastimce froan
Military Works Force | Volunteersh, many of
wherse officers will huve the necessiry qualilivn
b and expeneioe for tls work.

Chee ol the mwore diflscull decisions in the FRY
hias been defimng the boundiry lines between
military and civilumn projects. Since the establish.
pben ol the TFOM, nulitary engineers have been
repuining e infgstrecione ioow least the v
o fmilitary regquirerent”, Coincidentally, this
has been highly successiul in reestablishing
“lrecdom of movemen”™ in principle on the
Trighways and on the Galways

A i highwanes e concemmed the works lave
providend temporary solutsons for the reestablish-
et ol commencel rogd-hosed walfie, Himwever,
iy ol ihe rowles are mgin supply nowles and
vy ity loading is keading 1o the rapid dete
riowtion of partially-war-donuged brindges and
even o wiar-akimiged bridpes. oo siarfaces o
are sullering. For the railways the repairs have
Been largely permanent dlthough confined 1w
tracks amd bridges: capacity bas been severcly
resticiod beciise ke prowision las beven numde
fowr roestablishing = . Yt without
signalling, both mili renil trallics
et alFectel vnless it s acoopied by
all paarties thd iy traaflie has
absolute priority {not acceptable
Frgmm o CIMIC perspective)

Ancither example of overlapping
mvodvement s the regctivation ol
Sarmjevo wastewaler iralment
plameg o the face of it this woaild
s o e o o CIMIC progect:
vl because  the  lemporany
Stabilisation Force military camips
within the Sungjeve arca push their
watsle bnlo the City's sewernge sys
e, 08 themelone has domalitry coam-
e

Comesegquently, CIMIC anad mili-
Lary enginecrs are conperating
more closely, altfungh o shoukd be
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EXTENIED A

rememibered thar CIMIC officers
operate within an overall CIMIC

cumpuign plin

I s impwetani o beacoiely awding
of the political sensitivities con-
nected with coch project. In s
wivses ihis cin work fo the sdvin-
page of the overall mission. For
gnample. the Srpski Hrod Chil
Retinery projest was only pro
gressed on the condition thin i
loweiad siven served il fovwn s poli
s iy Trown hared- e Ser
e central pifilcmson which gen-
erally supported the Dayion
‘Uieneral Pramwework Asrecment
for Peawe™, The Srebrenica potilde
waler supply project wis particu
larly sensitive. Few internatisial
aid mpencies were prequied 1o put
ther nadmie Wy assisiimg this pnow
1) percent Serh o becimese ol
Hx motorious history sssoc iated
with the disuppesrunce and probable munder of
sk o Bovavian Muoslimes. Amd yet without
el ey Garnilies wall safler whio ik e b di
with the executions - they are Bosnian Serh
refagees from Sanghevo. So should one wse the
mal hasie reguiirements for living as an instog
el fow peslatical misweusring

Much of heavy idustry in BiH s still adle
b of war-Uanuige and the Conniry™s mlemal
ceonomic cntlapse, However, the problem is
i, Ulnnider
Fits and the commmnmias, Fsctories swere buili g
prowide cmplovient and intermal Yogosky nr
Kisis wiere iwy |hi|_\. dastoriesld 1o ensure tud the T
ourputs were ulilised. Many of the
al sl are) very inelficient and
elfectively obsolee. only capihle of manulGcisr-
g peosducts whivh do st s meet the needs ol
dlomiestic and mbermational markets. And e bigh
level ol imterdepemdence between megor busines
unnits witliin the FRY mnkes sunping up solabed
s omte o commercial basis very dilficull

Perhaps the bi st prohle all is how 1o
pers and wiorkers tosvands 2 nesw ol
ture ] away Froan e ivwsnd - Jooking hieranchi-
cal wystem (he herd wmentalitg ) which hias
precumminabed for over 50 yeurs. Privatisation Liws
are 1 b enactedd soon, They may pros e o
Pravmework Tor o mew coonomy but, judging Tnm
the Russin experience, presching alome will be

mowe severe than just eejuin

fOrics

lactieies wene

ITARY ROLE FOR ENGINEERS IN BUBSMES ANIF HERANRLATY INA I

Dhamiiape tis Sansgever some D clemned omd new schome omier desclipmmeni |

msuificient. A mossive mlerveniim progniine
from Exrope and the US o invest, monige and
refwn, ogether with Nnm comrol of crime, nuy be
the onby solution provided that this level of mmside
ssastanee i oceplable i the Bosnin peophe,

By now it shoulid be apparent (i the Arnmys
enginering oupul is edging it the civi
workl. The obvious conseguence of this is an
inereased reyuirerent foe engineers with substin-
pial esperience of working i the civilian eovinon
ment, For those engincers who are able (o
valuntcer, the work on slfer i an arganmi=atiog
such g e CFT o the O CMTE s enormwously
interesting and challemzing and ks muoch nwore than
just an iderlsde i one's carcer, It can alse fonm
an mnvalmble pan of o carcer pontfolio which is
likasly fen b el received by Tutore emplovers

A Rain Systes Esienise Frost W

Hisiomy
Rowspas sl Hersegoving is a hilly and some
s msountainoars couney smsuited o fist Lind
st sysbenmis, The country had @ Eardy com
prebensive system ol sing ik 1 W gEange
Fies mnostly buili during the Heyewr pernsd of
Avetrin-Hongarian rule (187X o 19188 During
the pierid 1940 1w TUTH the rail system wins
rationalisedl, As ooresuli nearly all the lines wene
closed with some ol the major routes being
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SLOVENIA

the Toela area. The il
ways were albso well used
by pescngers becaise of
B carr ovwntishiip

The |:|i|.;__'|||.'|11uli|rr| wl
e ahintioemal pailwinys ol
whivin (17 Tidbowed
clisely behind the cmer
gence ol new indepen-
dhemt states as devlared by
Sleveenns | PRI, i
(PR, Muccedoai (1990
anil P (PR The e
companices were 575 HZ
M nd ARH respectively
Ve comtinmuas] o oy
ot ibs nodioc] g

FRY

i GRS

relmid s sngthe-irack standand gange Does, This
It exercise imvolved comiplele reconsimi o
i the mentainons ancas, the best gxample of

this being the rou Between Sarajpevao amd
Mosinr (rebuilt in 1967 a 256V AC) which
invalved constructon of spirals remimisoent of
thiwee Fodeim] by 1he Swiss Alps

Desgribe therr st e the mailwass wene
eatremmely mgwart o e coonomy of BiH aml
el Yuposlavia g o whole: many heavy
mdustries were completely dependent on (e
twikahly dhe chvimons stechworks m Fenicn, s

oo one mines e Prjgedor amd the coal mimes in

Diestmyed culbvere o Sevima PSolgana oo fw

LTI

AL ST R

il o i bl i A L b 10 ) sl L posaing

| M Railwany
T Armssmied Fnpimeer Squaslig

There ane 1w prineipal
lines (mainly
ek ) withiin BiH which
ram roaghly moith sl
il east-west damd antersect gt Dby The mmosi
casber by section | Tusla-Avomuk ) ol e casi-west
line was of amwiary 1992 only 1o be
chised as o resull of the war four mestiths Biter
There is il o Bise throughe Bibac in the oosth
wiest Lo s the Ll Rinbway s which mins
somthw il straddling the Croatin/BiH border
il seven timesd, ol s line froa
Vst mwsrthyvcarcd mion € rosiin v Brckao

The story of the Balkans War § 1900- 159850 i 0
Tosge aarmd comples one bt it s probably e 1 s
thean the toubbes implodied into BiHL As g resull
the country polacised by éthnic groapings
Ranlway imlrastmciune is alwinys
e e seviere damiige s

single

mencad i

(IS ELEEY [T

hecause of iis siriney
piee aend the cose with whicls i
can be disrupted. Bl was i
excepion mumeraus hridges
ware destmoveal abong w il wkitia
ally ol the sigmilling amd over
al line systers (80 perce
the system was electnbied); muoch
ol the roll

[ bl |'||.'\II

r siogk wos also
dbestroved topether with s fnin
lenanee Tocilities. Wit was bell
ol e manilway system wiis o
Daalisead by poogsle booking for e
wisinl or m s for havime
repairs, To complete (he piciere
routes swere mined particularly
along “lines of condrontiation’
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Dhessgatis ol Hats simne imaimes did don
pomee tov run during the war, The
Feovanisin Muslings ra irzins sowth ol
Sirmjeves (somsetimes unider Tingd can

ivipg combal m||p||._--‘

PRy o
Vi Draytes sl Fraiimawiork
vereensent lor Peace™ (sagived m
Pags i 1 Devemier 195) s
dlead 1 wistrzibsy of Bkl mi

Lk o CaiLl Fealzrudsan | Bosnian
Mushims amd |
Republibz Spska ( Bosmian Serbed

pan Crogis b and

bl sl with o Enosndmal §oosition)

i Tiwner conird

nkry by e SinpalBing pimd voverbeesd Bing sysaems hadly dmagd on et pai
il Thime s
puarabing thi
oy s Kmaww ais the Ber-Foatiny Booncary Line Thie stand-off between the ety ral compamies
kleawnied service oomipanics cmerged o contbed o' two wears withe palitics overridi
1) il e rilwiiys were sy bsiness seree. The situation wiss il hatlpesd
eriativn = ZRH, bised in by the residual beliel by some at the top of ZBH
Sarafevo; Republika Srpski ~ ZRS, Dased i i it sholid be e services. throghians Hill
P, However, there wis an added complica despine the Dayton Agrecmwent. Thene wis also o

il Bowsndian Crosds resenbed AR insinmg ol recosuition of tie existence of ZHIB

il servive shisi the Fediertson {ehevim e OHee of the High Representative (OHR ) s
b be Bosniin Muoslin dominated) and so pro churged with supervision of the civilian imple
st ther ooy FHE, birasd i Misbis mrcitstbon af the Dhayton Peace Aorcemcnt msl, m
wind manaping sections of route whenever thicn particular, Anmes Y s Jar as iraasport s con

shiment il
o M. il
erdernsl was

st Horspian oo polinscl dimnimanee el Annes W reguines the est

il puibslic corporations
PR i Sarajevio |

iitermuith of e war theere was Wis TGl

i 6 April

3 1 e cormrmumicition ofther than adversarial
Berwin the ilnee mil organiations
Each company’ strogsgebesd, warh ih

himited operatsonn] resouroes it hid

1o o Bew mnlemmal services, with

iving e ma

I SUCEEss

| hend & workable rl g

raphy aml besing o mew compeny
this improved imworabe: ABH conkd

div e ha mum seven ool

T iranms odnl onl Sarmpeve per
treachimge kongpw aomd Aenicia)
i few il Treight trnns
ZHR ran local passenger (ris
Trosin Saskih Muosiar somthwiaed (o
Wpina linkmg i owith services o

o, Mosi damaene o the
ol covmomy was the fact tha
mey inber-entity trains ol any 1vpe

wore opersimg, let along inlermi-

Danml Brains o il Sarjesal Lepely desinryol
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Wosaldrnil hrpdps iner %

Sigekd Hesd 0] Befinery

sagned by the entiy pooe: nimisters establishing
the HBosnbi and Herregoving Raillwavse Publi
Comrpworzition | BHATKD Some bwo manto beline,
azreement i wlsa boen mesched on cooperation
over the operption of inter-cotity il on the
morth-south amd cast-west routes and imbesd the
Terst comnanerolal e fo crims the TERL o oon 26
Fehroary TS s hen GIOF fonnes of codl wiis
il fronn Taieli o Sarajevi,

'I|||:n1||.' whio s condocted business in ihe
Halkiins will know that things do nob move s
Lot s o would wosly and thait einenis e
o thimg bat getting ihem o owork is aaother
Ihe hope 1s that from the establishment of
BHEIK the two rail compamics will soork closely
ogether amd thit inter-entity amd bt
Il will Nourish, However, e werne a stiing
of Begalities to be progiressed Before the consom
o conld operate et alone become effectivie.
Al there wis the thomy gquestion of ZHB which
had o tntention of just disappearing withou
sone sort of officil recognition, The best hogse
i thit ZRH and ZHB can combine 1o Torm

inddication of futune (ST
recent intrsductivn (oo 25 July PWEE) of
tric passenger service linking Sarajeve, Mostir
dnd Capljing, BHZIK, ZFBH and ZRS cach
il to apply For individal UIC membership
(LTI i the smiversally -respected Tnter
Assiciation of Railways),

o Wi il Bhiis] Migansale el oF baile iy os v ikal do il

i s
LLIE LS LRI TN B
tiowial amemdels whiich
hive heen

iedd, The EL

el by

raled il infiras
tire i nershing @
any number of il
ipREraling o
nies. The Dayion
Peace Ypreomeil =
focking lor wmiliva-
taewnn il wltioatels
LT = withimi-
cal by - hased coanpa
mes, LIHK initully
tricd v satisty both
corlhictme moddéls
il -

Ned infrastr

e

vompany. This was

never likely 1o find acceptimee after soch inbense
Figheting: ower bl ane assets o the war, Sa the

winrrent solulion is a compromise: however, its
weakpess hies in the hserarchy thit s being cncited
anl i the corporation fails ue achieve is goals then
ther rablwarys canmot be viable becise e separse
mimagement of sections of routes will encommge
b constinistion of 1 |',:|:|u.'|l.||.1.| SCTVICCS.

IsrieasTrucTURE REMARILT AT

T secnmiely hogsbess task of restoring the r.
astructure stanied i corest s soon as the
IO was i plice (December 19955 Much of
the repair work wies carmied o by the Dalian
Raibwiy Regiment (IRR) which moved ats Rigid
Response Constisction Trabn s BiH from s lose
in Bologna. The IRE has retimed cach sanmmier
svee amd pepadrs b the Unn Hadlway, the Lis
remmainiag . gon-operationl wik-danged ome in
i, have just been completed. Some mugor
bridge works were, however, fumded by otlier
apenies sucl as the bridge over the Sova River w
Brekive This bridse and sone idher works on s
rote were paid for by e USAID (US Agency
fomr Irfermational Deselopment bl a cost ol o
S5 il lon

The malitory support, however. did mst gener-
ally extend e saignalling or overbesd Hne works
amad thhere 15 o i coneerted elTon 1o catch up a
least with the sign 3wt Thal saainee
can be restored o thie systen., For exs
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e cnmently @ programmee to restore signalling ol ialfe dparticabioly Goeighn b althoogh this e
v Aenica anad 1 lelaved pending vel anodher compley
v SwedeRal juns leil fronm the Swedish i mil il
Iarermational Deéveloparicnl O Pt Aecmey aned s enmies, Cne hopetul develapmeint is thin

s wlneh s Beaag i h
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men new to war to note how life went on despite
battles and armies. Arabs scraped their fields and
Arab boys drove their sheep and goats, apparently
indifferent to the sounds of battle all around. Up
above a lark would be singing. The weather also
chunged; there were still torrential rainstorms, but
the starry African nights had lost some of their bite
although they were always in sharp contrast with
the heat of the midday sun.

So there we were, on 7 March [943, in an area
which had been under 139 Brigade control, One of
our jobs was to clear a small antitank mineficld; it
looked as if our brigade was going to attack again.

We were out in the opea, miles from anywhere
and anyone — or so we thought! The minefield
straddled a small track that passed through u cactus
grove leading to a ramshackle building. After
about twenty minutes | heard a noise that sounded
like a bridle and instantly recognised it as we used
to hear a similar noise when the Goums (Moroccan
mercenaries) were leading their mules — the han-
dlers of course walked barefooted. Imagine my
surprise to see four women with their little soil
trowels over their shouiders, advancing along the
track that we were clearing of mines. Behind them
came an Arab sitting side-saddle on his mule. This
was almaost a biblical scene. Muslims were by reli-
gion allowed four wives who were used as work-
horses. The Arab would dismount and sit and
watch the women scraping the shingly soil to seed.

But it suddenly dawned on me that it was normal
for the Arab on the mule to lead. and the wives to
follow, a tradition which had been followed for
thousands of years, so history teils us, However, in
those days there were no minefields! This scene
stuck in my mind. T nedded to the Arab, who sat
down whilst his worktorce took over the area we
had cleared. We soon finished and left them to it

On my arrival T was told to report to the OC
straightaway. What now?

“Lock, where have you been?"

He knew where I had been.

*I took a sub-section to the minefield at the
given map reference as you instructed Sir.”

“What were your Instructions to
Sgt Cieminson?”

“Sir, I gave no instructions. He was left in
charge as senior NCQ.”

“Why did you not give Sgt Cleminson
any instructions?”

“I considered it quite unnecessary Sir. Surely
thot's natural should anything have happened to
me whilst out of the camp?”
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“Well nothing did happen to you did 47

“No, Sir.”

“Well, something happened to Sgt Cleminson
whilst you werc away.”

“Sir, if anything has happened to anyone in my
section [ feel a right 1o know of it.”

“Of course you have. That’s what this is all
about. Sgt Cleminson has been injured (he lost an
eye), Cpl Bridger has been killed and Sprs
Fletcher, Griffin, Gillett, Oldham, Roper and
Biistein were also injured whilst you were away.”

I was devastated to hear this, and the OC’s
very blunt way of putting over this terrible
tragedy did not help, as hre was more or less say-
ing it was my responsibility.

What happened was that Cpl Bridger, one of the
NCOs i charge of my threc sub-sections, and
some of his sub-section had gonc in a 30Gcwt
truck to demonstrate how an Italian Red Devil
gremade worked. It went off, killing him and
injuring the others.

The OC did not want to talk to me.

Deuth could come at any time in war, and guite
unexpectedly T had lost and had injured more men
in a few seconds than in the whole time we had
been in action since mid-January. As a “rookie”
officer, posted only four months previously to a
seasoned unit, I could only hope to protect my
men to the best of my ability. My loss had to be
borne as well as possible.

The next day we buried Cpl Bridger.

It seemed that death was stalking you every sec-
ond, every minute, everywhere. As a school ad |
had attended chapel twice 2 day on Sundays and
heard a lot about heaven and hell. Somehow I
couldn’t understand what 1, as a volunteer in the
Territorials, was doing killing or maybe being
killed myself. Would it entitle me to go te heaven?
I couldn't imagine heli being worse.

I cannot describe my feelings, not only at the
tragic, sudden loss of one of my corporals, but at
the attitude of the OC. He was trying to say that a
corporal and a sub-section could have done the
mine-clearing job, and that it was not really neces-
sary for me 1o have gone, [ totally disagreed with
this. Usually an officer’s duty lay with the majority
of the men he commanded, but this was when in
action. As the rest of my section were in camp with
the remainder of the whole of 272 Field Company,
[ felt there was some danger even going out of
casnp a few miles o clear 2 minefield — certainly
more dangerous than staying in camp. I also consid-
ered that it was the best way to gain the respect of
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ground by three sprung legs; it

had a trianguiar covering and a = e
mosquito net. Cape Senat F7 JISfCS g

A few days later we heard that - o g Ferryville
Majer Evans, 270 Field +AIgiers at ;
Company 139 Brigade had been Combonet  retlon ¥R
kilied at a bridging site where o Djetret Aboid Protyills =

his men were working. He was
a much-iiked OC. o ner
News came through that the 8th
" Army had reached Sfax in
Tunisia, which meant that the
Germuns were being pushed into
an arez which became smaller
and smaller, so they were desper-
ately trying to break out through
the hilly, mountainous passes,
hence all the pressure on
46 Division area: Medjez El Bab,
Béja, Djebe! Aboid to the coast.
I had been chosen to go on a
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week’s course at st Army
School of Mines and Mine
Warfare, held at Scuk Abhras
{Souk in Arabic means market
— small market town). I took with me a LPZ
mine — a Jerry parachutist mine (the first the
school had seen). On the Friday before the end
of the course, a friend and I took some nurses
from 84 General Hospital to a dance. T hadn’t
seen a white woman for over three months. [ left
Souk Ahras on Sunday 18 April, Palm Sunday.
272 Field Company had moved from the Cork
Forest to El Aroussa.

My section was detailed to clear a minefield
which was in an area I had been to the night
before. Going with an infantry patrol at night in
front of infantry positions to assess speed-flow of
rivers, heights of river banks and widths of rivers,
somelimes swimming across, was not one of my
choice jobs. Anyway, the minefield was cleared.

We made camp in an olive grove, We were get-
ting ready to attack — infantry of 128 Brigade on
the right and infantry of 139 Brigade, the Durham
Light Infantry, on the left. These battalions were
to attack the enenty occupying the scrubby, moun-
tainous hills, to start on April 21st at 0100hrs. One
of my sub-sections was used to clear mines on the
dirt track between the hills. It was as black as
night could be and I had no idea as to the
infantry’s progress — just rifle-firing, shelling and
mortaring on either side. We had to be careful not
to get too far in advance of the infantry.

Map of area covered in anticle,

So there we were, completely “in the dark™. We
stopped for a minute as this was not a rush job.
Hearing a sound we all went to ground, ready to
shoot. Someone was approaching. It was a Royal
Adtillery officer. He said that he had orders to go
forward, and did 1 “know anything?" [ told him
what we were doing and that the road track was
probably mined. [ let him go on forward into the
night and a few minutes later he returned, stagger-
ing badly, probably hit by a sniper. In view of the
this, I decided not 1o press on.

The infantry on either side were successful in
capturing some of the straddling hills, so we were
ordered to continue in daylight and started clearing
the track where we had left off. About fifty yards
further I smelt the unholy, putrid stench of decay-
ing flesh. Indescribable rottenness. 1 approached
near encugh to ascertain it was a British soldier
{using my freld glasses). This incident had a very
profound impact on me. The sun was shining, the
heat beating down, and flies crawled over the
stinking carcass. | was wearing a tag around my
neck: name, rank and army number, religion:
Christian. It would be the same for that poor bug-
ger. What was a Christian doing lying there?

We procecded, passing a building, obviously a
farmhouse. The troops liked to make camp in
buildings such as these, but they were an obvious
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target for shelling, If they had been occupied by
the Jemies, they were usually booby-trapped so
that when you opened the door you would be
blown to smithereens. Booby-trapping was some-
times more sophisticated. Instead of the door,
which you would expect to examine, they con-
Jjured up more deadly devices. I heard of one unit
getting in a farmhouse and bedding down for the
night. Nothing happened until someone pulied the
lavatory chain! My orders were to touch nothing!

We had just gone past this farmbouse when we
ran (at least walked) into a withering burst of
machine-gun fire. Down we dropped. 1 yelled
“Scatter!” so that we couldn’t be targeted “in
group.” Within seconds we were “stonked” — a
concentrated salvo of mortar shells. Luckily some
did not go off. I yelled: “Back to the farmhouse.”
Some transport had been following at a sofe dis-
tance and had got to the farmhouse. A Stka dive-
bomber dropped a bomb near the farmhouse. [
well remember sceing someone come out of the
farmhouse. The bomb blasted him back in. I
dived under a vehicle as the Stuka attacked. We
were lucky to have only one slight casualty.

The next day we started just past the farmhouse,
Obvicusly our infantry had eliminated the nest of
resistance. [ had been given 2 map reference to
call a halt at a wadi. We approached cautiously,
bearing in mind that Jerries might be hiding there.
I thought that tossing a few grenades into the wadi
might do the trick {we had not had a chance to use
them before). Three of us spaced apart lobbed
them in. There was no sign of movement. Looking
in we saw two Germans lying neatly side-by-side
outside a dugeut. They had obviously not been
killed holding hands, so why werc they snuggled
up? Booby-trapped! What religion could counte-
nance such barbaric behaviour as booby-trapping
your own dead? We continued along the wadi and
turned into a form of “dug-out”. There we found
two Germans who had obviously been playing
cards and had been killed by the blast.

My vehicles were now arriving and tock cover
in a nearby olive grove. We made camp and
stayed there for o few days. It was April 26th. Qur
128 Brigade attack had clearly been successful as
there was no counter-attack. We had a few days
off. We were completing roadworks and were
away from the “nasties”, at least the only nasty |
saw was an Arab woman lying on her back with
both lower arms blown off, and with her stomach
spewed out. Her guts were caked and crusted with
dried, dark-red blood, Again the smell of death.

On May Ist we moved to Testour, then to
Medjez El Bab by May 3rd. Apparently a big
attack was being planned. The big push was to
come through the Goubellat Plain, Some divisions
were switched from 8th Army to give weight to
st Army’s attack on Tunis. & Armoured Division
with 8 Armoured Division from 8th Army broke
out onto the Plain of Goubellat as they were both
motorised divisions — [ and 4 Infantry Divisions
werce not in the actual kill, the capture of Tunis.

Naturally we were feeling very pleased with our-
selves, but still every move had to be carefully con-
sidered. For example, the enemy will fight as long
as he is willing or ordered, but the closer one gets
the less he will show himself, hiding in scrub,
behind low walls or in Arab huts. Thea, after shoot-
ing at you, he will suddenly pop out with hands up.
I was not keen to take any risk with my men who
could, but would not, shoot a Jerry at point blank
range. My policy on approaching a possible
defended position or Arab hut was to shout out
“Anyone there?" at the same time tossing a grenade
in. A grenade takes four seconds to explode, so it
should sort out the “men from the boys™.

I witnessed Germans surrendering one morning;
German seldiers in trucks and marching in
orderly rank along the crowded roads to give
themselves up to the first British soldier they saw
- it was unbelievable. Why to us? [ found out
fater that some of the Indian Division had emptied
their Jerrycans of petrol and filled them with
wine, which of coursc they were not used to. The
Germans came {0 our linc in preference and 1
don’t blame them! It just happened that we were
right at the spot where such a very large number
surrendered. They came in with no weapons hav-
ing burnt or blown-up cverything beforchand,
There were also some Italians, but they were very
much a rag, tag and bobtail lot in comparison,

We were not prepared for anything like the
number that surreadered, it was like handling a
football crowd. Vast seas of men were divided
into groups and handed over 1o our infantry who
were now on the scene. There were insufficient
rations so many units such as ours had to go
shont, which did not please the men. The normal
organization of an army is amazing and ncces-
sary rations and equipment will usually turn up
on time whercver 2 unit is sent, but how to deal
with a mass surrender with up to 189,000 more
mouths to feed? There must have been more sur-
rendered troops than Allied soldiers in ali the
divisions in the Ist Army!
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Qur next job unsurprisingly was to make POW
cages. We directed the Germans and Tralians to
build their own with barbed wire etc. Separate
cages were built for Germans and Italians,

After battles there are many minefields to clear,
and of course Reyal Engineers were lumbered
with this deadly dangerous and difficult task. The
area around Medjez El Bab was heavily mined as
Longstop Hill, just outside, was one of the most
fought-over hill features of the war in Tunisia.
When [ arrived at the minefield it had just caught
fire. Butterfly bombs had been scattered over the
area. Sapper Dale was kifled and Sergeant Horne
slightly wounded. 1 also heard that the OC had
been wounded and evacuated,

At the end of May, 46 Division moved back to
the Algiers area several hundred miles away.
After continuous contact with an enemy you will
appreciate that a division needs a complete break
to re-equip and bring units up to strength with
replacements, especially the infantry.

We were pleased to be geing away from what
we thought would be an attack in some form on
the “underbelly” of Europe. The invasion of
Sicily tock place on Iuly 10th, involving
8th Army and the US 7th Army. We did not know
that Ist Army had been disbanded in July 1943.
272 Field Company was resting at Blida near
Alaiers, “happy as sand boys”, but not for long.

Suddenly orders came to move to a place called
Djedjelli, where we carried out waterproofing of
vehicles. The weather had become very warin so
we had to take mualaria tablets and have injec-
tions. I led the way while the needle was
sharpest, with sixty men to follow!

By the end of August, 46 Divisten had moved
again into Tunisia and was concentrated at
Bizerta. The Americans and 8th Army had
reached the Straits of Messina by August 17th.

The night before the shipping armada was doe
to leave Bizerta, the Germans launched an
extremely heavy bombing raid on the harbour.
The commander of X Corps, Lieutenant General
Sir Brian Horrocks, was struck down by a piece
of shrapnel when he went outside to watch the
“fireworks”. Licutenant General McCreery was
appointed in his place. Qur anti-aircraft gans were
firing almost vertically, and the heavy shrapnel

lumps came down like a hailstorm. 1 remember
the occasion well as I sat with my head under an
empty five-gailon petrol drum. My men took
cover under their camouflaged vehicles in the
embarkation area. We knew the Germans were
aware of the concentration of shipping and that
General Kesselring was ready for an invasion.

The next day all 272 Ficld Company embarked
on American landing craft. Apprehension and
tension were tempered with the knowledge that
in spite of everything, victory was ours in North
Africa. We considered ourselves invincible! The
vast convoy left Bizerta, calling at Palermo in
Sicily. What a relief to anchor there, as speaking
for “every man Jack” of us, we still preferred dry
land to being at sca.

We left Palermo Iate aftemnocon. The vast convoy
appeared to be heading north to north-east. When
we had landed at Palermo we naturally thought
we were going to support 8th Army. With twi-
light approaching, atrcraft had apparently dropped
off aerial photos — of where, we did not know.
Had we known it was the Bay of Salerno we
would have been none the wiser. The Hampshires
were with vs. In fact, our landing craft was carry-
ing 128 Brigade Headquarters. We were told that
we, 46 Division, had become part of the US
5th Army and would be the first troops to land on
Uncle Red beach at “H” (zero) hour 0330 near a
town called Salerno {see map belnv).

The sea was calm, the night was still until the
massive Operation Avalanche was launched.




German Corps of Engineers:
New Tasks, New Challenges

COLONEL ROLAND VON REDEN,
Cingr or BRANCH 11 6 “COMBAT SUPPORT” AT THE GERMAN HEERESAMT

Colonel von Reden joined the Federal Armed Forces in 1965.
He swidied civil engineering at Munich University. Tours as
troop conunander aid engineer LO were followed by appoint-
ments as CO of 2nd Sqn 11 Engr Bn in 1972 and of 320 Indep
Armd Engr Sgn in 1974. In 1982 he was Deputy Commander
and G3-gfficer of 110 Engr Bn I GE Corps and in 1985 was
Training Officer at the GE Engr School. He was CO of 5 Engr
Bn before attending general staff officer training at the GE
Staff College in Hamburg. Two years spent as G3-officer in the
German Army Office, Depariment X (Engineers and NBC-
Defence} preceded nearly three years as the German Army LO
at RSME Chatham.

Navember 1994 saw him as Chief of the Engineer Branch of
the German Armty Office in Cologne.

Promoted to full colonet in 1996, since 1997 he has been
Chief of the Combat Support Development Branch of the

Four years have passed since I returned from the
United Kingdom to the German Heeresamt in
November 1994. Up to | October 1997, [ was
responsible for the further developrment of engineer
support to combined arms combat operations and
Operations Other Than War {QOOTW). Besides
developing concepts, I also had to guide, coordi-
nate and monitor the development of the new engi-
neer structure as part of the Army Structure “New
Army for New Tasks”, develop new directives for
leadership and overall operational training as well
as for the development of new mutericl (as part of
the pre-definition phase). As of 1 QOctober 1997, 1
was put in charge of the further development of the
entire domain of combat support {(ficld artillery,
engineers, air defence artillery, NBC defence).

[ often, and gladly, recall my threc-year tour as
German Army Liaison Officer to the Reyal
School of Military Engineering and to the Corps
of Royal Enginecrs, | am very grateful that T was
given the opportunity to serve in this excellent
Corps which is so rich in tradition. [ am happy,
toa, that 1 was able to gain a [ot of experience
which gave me important and decisive ideas for
the further development of the German Corps of
Engineers. As an associate member of the Corps
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German Army Office.
Colonel von Reden is married to Jutia, and has bvo daughiers.

of Royal Engineers, a status [ am very proud of, 1
still follow the Corps very closely, eg by reading
the Royal Engineers Journal, always looking at
features that could be eligible for adoption in sup-
port of the further development of the German
Corps of Engincers. Thas, for example the “heavy
engineer battalions” for “general engineer sup-
port” were integrated into the new Gernman engi-
neer structure thanks te my insights into the
operations of 28 and 36 Engineer Regiments. In
addition, many aspects of German engineer sup-
port during UN peace support operations are
based on lessons learned by the Royal Engineers.

This article is meant to inform readers of the
most recent developments in the German Corps
of Engineers and thus give them the opportunity
to learn about similarities and differences
between the Royal Engineers and the German
Corps of Engineers.

When forward defence was still a strategic
necessity and represented the military answer to
our security interests, the defence mission of the
German Army required the Corps of Engineers to
concentrate, as a first priority, on counter mobility
operations, ic on the emplacement of all kinds of
obstacles, and, as a second priority, on mobility
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operations. The German Corps of Enginecers was
organized, equipped and trained accordingly.

Meanwhile, changes to the Eurcpean security
environment created a completely new situation
for the Alliance, for the Bundeswehr and for the
German Army. Inevitably, the extended task spec-
trum of the armed forces directly impacts on all
arms and services of the Aniny.

The Bundeswehr concept and the draft of the
Army concept specify the following tasks for
peacetime, crisis and war:

= territorial and altied defence in Central Euvrope,
= crisis reaction and ailied defence outside
Central Europe,
= crisis management as part of the extended
task spectrum,
= rescue and evacuation missions, and
* relief operations.

While many of these tasks are similar to previous
ones, they also confront us with 3 lot of new chal-
lenges. And this is particularly true for the Corps
of Engineers. This does not make the task of fur-
ther development of the Corps any easier, but it
offers the chance to review previous concepts and
shape the Corps in line with its new tasks, a
process which had to be initiated anyway against
the backdrop of scarce resotirces.

To carry out further develepment, we have to
answer the following guestions:

+ In which direction will the Cormps of Engineers have
to go?

+ Which additional tasks will they have to perform?

« How will they have to be organized, equipped
and trained?

Prior to answering these questions, we have to
mention the consequences resulting from the
changed security environment and the extended
task spectrum:

+ The employment of smaller forces in larger areas
and over greater distances requires hicher mobility
and the capability 1o monitor less threatened or less
irmportant areas.

The greater the distance to Central Europe, the less
likely is the possible use of local infrastructure in
support of friendly forces. In these areas of operation
it is therefore important to enhance friendly mobility
and improve existing infrastruciure by all means, ie
we must become capable of constructing and repair-
tag roads, tracks and bridges, among other things.
Enemy weapons are an increasing threat due to
improved reconnaissance capabilities, the availabil-
ity of remotely delivered, sophisticated mines, and

terminally guided munitions. We thus have to

enhance our efforts to improve protection, surviv-

ability, sustainability and mobility.

Considering these consequences and the lessons
learned during its deployment to Somalia, the
German Corps of Engineers identified shortfzlis
in construction training, in breaching operations
— particularly minefield breaching —, in EQD as
well as in their specialized equipment and
materiel {such as construction machines) and in
its organizational structure.

Of course, the main task of the armed forces is
territorial and allied defence. However, with a
view to the prospect of OOTW, the Army is surely
well advised to concentrate first on those tasks
which it is likely to perform in the foresecable
future and which may be subsumed under the
generic term of crisis reaction capability.

THE TASKS OF THE CORPS OF ENGINEERS
For the Corps of Engineers, one of the major con-
sequences of the extended task spectrum is the
changed order of priority of its main tasks (see
Beleony ). Now, mobility operations are on top of the
prionty list and counter mobility operations come
second. The third main task, to erhance surviv-
ability and sustainability and improve living con-
ditions, is taking on added importance.

The numercus and extensive tasks the Corps of
Engineers has to perform as part of the extended
task spectrum will be explained by means of a so-
cailed scenaric which is subdivided into different
phases. Of course, some phases may occur simul-
tancously and others may not occur at all or they
may not reguire engineer support.

Only as part of terntorial and aflied defence in
Central Europe will the German Corps of

Main Tasks of the Corps of Engineers

whife of Foecus

/—\

Mohility

Countermnbility

0 ¥ 0

—improved quality
despite reduced
yuanlity

Survivability

= improved tiving,

= larper area -
i conditions

= campliance with
international faw

= areas of operatinn
with uadevcloped
infrostructore

= create fnourable
nperaliona! rondi-
tiens for ather forces




206 ROYAL ENGINEERS JQURNAL

Enginecrs have to perform national tasks on a
large scale such as to:

+ develop, keep available and provide engineer maps,
* support initial deployment and movements,

to include:

* waler crossing operations,

= EQD,

» operation of the NATQ pipeline system and

+ eavironmental protection tosks,

These tasks will not occur or only to a very small
extent if friendly forces are deployed in support of
aflied defence operations outside Central Europe
or in support of crisis management operations as
part of the extended task spectrum.

As part of “creation of an in-theatre base™ — to
include, among other things, ports/airports of
entry — for a deployment in support of the
extended task spectrum, the cngineers will mainly
have to perform tasks such as those carried out in
Somalia or in former Yugoslavia. These tasks
comprise all Kinds of infrastructure measures to:

= repair partly destroyed buildings for use by
friendly forces,

= construct/extend and repair logistic facilities,

+ support the construction of airstrips,

» repair overhead and buried power lines,

+ sink wells and distribute water through
pipeline systems,

= construct fiekd pipelines, also as part of a joint team,

= construct, operate and repair roads and tracks, and

+ perform environmental protection tasks.

In “preparation of the operating forces for the
operation and deployment of these forces to the
area of operations,” the Corps of Enginecers must
support pre-deployment training, through build-
ing and replication of training facilities, the dis-
embarkation of the operating forces through
construction of temporary disernbarkation ramps,
or through the transport of heavy equipment from
ship to shore by means of ferries.

When, in a subsequent phase, the operating
forces are deployed from the in-theatre base to
the area of operations, the engineers will mainly
have to construct, repair and maintain roads,
tracks, bridges and ratlway facilities, support
water-crossing and breaching operations and per-
form EQD tasks.

During the operational phase in the area of oper-
ations, the engincers will continue to perform the
above-mentioned tasks. In case the situation esca-
lates to an armed conflict, the engineers must per-
form the same tasks as thosc described in support
of territorial and allied defence. The extent of

these tasks, however, will depend on the scope
and intensity of the hostilities,

ENGINEER SUPPORT 1N COMBINED ARMS COMBAT
Mositity operations are the foremost priority,
Mobility enables armoured combat troops to
fight a highly mobile battle while it enables all
forces to carry out diverse and wide-ranging
movements — in time and space — and consistent
with mission requirements. With their assets,
engineers must support mobility operations in the
entire mission spectrum, for example through:

* water-gbsiacle crossings with modern battlefield and
support bridges,

* reconnoitnng, breaching and clearing barriers,

* ECD measures, and

= improving terrain wafficability, eg by constructing
roads and tracks.

Their support to mobility operations decisively
contributes to achieving superior mobility and
thus helps to seize or maintain the initiative.

The goal of counter mobility operations is to
prevent or at least severely hamper enerny move-
ment on and off the road network and across
water obstacles, To do this, engincers mainly
emplace barmicrs. In support of friendly offensive
operations, barriers are primarily used to protect
flunks. Arca surveillance is mainly supported by
barriers equipped with sensor technology. It is
important that mines and mineficlds arc adapted
to the conditions of madern combat. The related
requirernents can only be met by responsive and
remotely controlled minefields which are syn-
chronized with fire and movement and only acti-
vated when tactically required.

The German Corps of Engineers hus a require-
ment for mines which are remotely controlled
andfor have a limited laid life. Mineficlds contain-
ing such mines cnable fricndly forces to act flexi-
bly, ensure a high degree of friendly mobility and
permit friendly forces to avoid onc-on-one situa-
tions as long as possibie and thus preserve asscts
for decisive thrusts in depth. Only modern mines
are able to conlribute in such a way to gaining or
maintaining superior mobility.

Increasingly, artiilery, oo, will have to lay mine-
fields, especially deep inside the cremy’s territory.

Engincer denial and destruction measures will
contribute to denying the enemy permanently or
temporarily the use of important arcas, facilities
and installations. However, they are strictly sub-
Ject to the host nation’s permission.
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The engineers provide support to increase surviv-
ability and sustainability and improve living condi-
tions by building field fortifications and special
shelters. The capability to support special camou-
flage and deception measures also contributes (o
survivability. The disposal of ail kinds of ordnance
is another activity in this area. Here, engineers
closely cooperate with the EOD forces of the main-
tenance corps which is responsible for EOD.

During the redeployment phase, the Corps of
Engincers dismantles all kinds of facilities and
installations and supports the logistic forces in
the loading of major equipment.

Finally, during a potential nation-building
phase, the Corps of Engineers may perform the
following tasks:

+ train local armed forces and, if required, the
local population to identify and clear mines
and minefields,

« provide orientation and, if required, assistance

in the restoration of local infrastructures, and
« provide orientation and, if required. assistance in

the restoration of utifity lines and mnstaliations.

Of course, the training and equipment required
to perform thesc tasks particularly enables the
Corps of Engineers to support all kinds of relief
operations. But engineer support may also be
required during rescue and evacuation opera-
tions. For this purpose, we have specialized
engineer assets in the Kemmandeo Spezialkrifte
{Special Forces Command).

All of the above diverse and numerous tasks,
some of which are familiar, some new for the
engineers of today's Bundeswelr, call for:

* new structures,
+ new additional equipment, and
* new fraining progressions and/or training courses.

A NEW STRUCTURE FOR THE

CoRrpS OF ENGINEERS
Uron adoption of its new structure, for which
Establishments have been agreed, the Corps of
Engineers will have, as in the past, units which
are primarily capable of providing direct combat
support. These units chiefly include the armoured
engineer and airbome engineer squadrons of the
mechanized or light infantry, mountain infantry
or airborne brigades.

In addition, the twe armoured engineer
squadrons of the Reaction Forces will be trained
to provide generat engineer support, for example
to conduct construction Or repair measures or

build support bridges. Apart from the manoeuvre
brigade level, there will only be engineer units at
military district command/division level. These
assets will be concentrated in the engincer
brigade {see below).

With its two engineer battalions {one of which
is cadreised in peacetime), the engineer brigade
directly supports combined arms combat by
assigning parts of the battalions to reinforce the
armoured engineers in the manocuvre battal-
tons and brigades. In the future, these cngineer
battalions will be increasingly called upon to
perform tasks in support of friendly mobility
and survivability.

A new component in the eagineer brigade is the
heavy engineer battalion {(which emerged from the
reorganization of the previous active engineer
bridge battalion). It will primarily provide general
engineer support but certain assets — in particular
those equipped with assault bridging equipment —
will also provide direct engineer support to the
combat troops. Besides its headquarters and service
squadron the heavy engineer battalion has two
technical engineer squadrons (engineer construc-
tion equipment), one of which is cadreised in
peacetime, as well as two floating bridge

Big Engineer Brigade

o1

Small Engineer Brigade

M = | B B
= = [ &

g
[ % o Subsnhinue o the “Hig Enpines fnpade” o praccinne due o e sralted
H “pareauld op” eebateonship et een the NBC Iefonce fattakino,

Kl

———

Big and small engineer brigades.



208 ROYAL ENGINEERS JQURNAL

Engineers at Different
Levels of Command
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tion and treatment or repairs after
large-scale devastation.

After adeption of its new
structure, the peacetime organi-
zation of the Corps of Engincers

squadrons. With its varicd engineer construction
equipment, battleficld bridging equipment (the new
amphibious and/or the previous ribbon bridge) and
support bridging equipment (the medium girder
bridge and the new folding dry support bridge) it is
also particularly well suited for performing the
emerging tasks across the spectrum of operations.

Besides its headquarters and service squadron
and its technical engineer squadron, the engineer
bridge battalion {non-active in peacetime) of the
engineer brigade has two floating bridge squadrons
with hollow-deck bridges. When troops are with-
drawn from the line, the latter replaces the fast and
floatable battlefield bridging equipment which
must always be employed “up front.” Thanks to
their organization and equipment, the engincer
bridge battalions are particularly well suited for
damage repair and water crossings in Germany, eg
in case permanent bridges are destroyed, cte.

will comprise:

* 19 active and 4 cadreised armoured engineer
squadrons,

* 2 airborne engineer squadrons,

= I light engineer troop AMF,

* 1 special engineer troop of the Special Forces
Command,

+ T engineer brigades with a total of
7 active and 7 non-active engineer battalions,
7 heavy engineer battalions and 7 non-active engi-
neer bridge battalions as well as

« 7 active and 7 non-active independent specialized
(pipeline) engineer squadrons.

Moreover, the Corps of Engineers training facil-
ities will comprise:

= the Klietz Engineer Special Training Arca,

« the enginger dry and wet training arcas,

* the Engineer Base for “Camouflage and Deception™
in Storkow, and
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* the Engineer School and Army School of
Constructional Engineering,

At the military region commands, special
sections called “Engineers, Infrastructure and
Environmental Protection™ as well as Special
Engineer Teams {Wallmeister) have been
established to support certain engineer tasks
at national and international level such as:

* development of ergireer maps,

» development of records for expedient water supply,

« piving advice on questions of damage repair, water
crossings (suitable sites) and barrier preparations
at home.

Moreover, there are senior engincer officers,
engineer officers and NCOs to advise on engineer
matters at the different levels of command (see
oppasite left].

Under the new structure, the established peace-
time strength of the Corps of Engineers will be
15,000 soldiers, te 7.5 percent of the overall
strength of the Army. In case of war, this number
will increase to almost 35,000 soldiers after
mobilization and comprise 6.9 percent of the
Army’s wartime strength,

ENGINEER REACTION FORCES

IF compared to the overall strength of the Corps
of Engineers and sbove zll to the extensive and
diverse tasks to be perfermed by engineers,
especially in support of crisis management in the
extended task spectrum, the engineer portion of
the Reaction Forces is relatively small, 1t is just
barely 2050 men.

At division level {see right), the Corps of
Engincers has a battalion equivalent of engi-
neer reaction forces
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squadreon {(270) and one AMF engineer troop
which is subordinate to Armoured Engineer
Squadron 370 in administrative matters.

NEw EQUIPMENT FOR THE
CORPS OF ENGINEERS

To be able to perform its new and to better perform
its previous tasks, the Corps of Engineers has a
requirement for the SPIA combat direction system
{SPIA stands for Standardisierte Plamgs und
Informationsausstattung “Pioniere”, ie, Standardised
Engineer Planning and Information Systemn).

To enhance friendly mobility, the following
equipment is currently at one stage or another of
the development and procurement cycle:

= Fast Fioating Bridge Amphibious Equipment M3
(MLC 70).

« Folding Dry Support Bridge (MLC 70).

= Armoured Vehicle Launched Bridge 2 (MLC 70).

« Minefield Reconaaissance Equipment.

* Mine-Clearing Ladder 80,

» Mohile Mine Detection And Clearing Equipiment.

» Handheld Mine Detection Equipment (non-
metallic mines).

» Equipment for EOD/Mine Documentation Database.

+ Light Fragment Protection Clothing.

» Engineer Clearing and Earth Removal Charge.

In support of counter mobility operations the
following major projects have been initiated:

» Mine and Minefield Remote Control Equipmenl.

» SKORPION Mine-Launching System Upgrade.
= Mechanical Minelaying Sysiem 85 Upgrade to include:

+ step 243 Laid Antitank Mine 3,
» of-route Antitank Mine 2 and
» a remote activation device,

The 20kg Cutting Charge and the Off-Route
Antitank Mine are currently under procurement,

which is made up of
assets from two engineer
battalions, one heavy
engineer battalion and
onc specialized (pipeline}
engineer squadron so as to
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To improve survivability and living condi-
tions, the following projects have been initiated
1o prOCUre:

© = diverse commercially available engineer construe-
tion equipment,

* a multi-purpose carth mover, air transportable, with
ancillary equipment,

» a well boring rig,

« well construction material,

* 1 water transport equipment set,

* 2 mobile pressure chamber for rescue operations
after accidents to engincer divers, and

« individual accommodation modules for the base camp.

CHANGES TO LEADERSHIP AND OVERALL
OPERATIONAL TRAINING
Wit the new tasks in mind, the leadership teain-
ing courses of the Corps of Engineers were
reviewed and partly extended to include training
segments addressing the new tasks.

New training programmes were integrated into
the overall operational training dircctives and, as
a decisive step to improve the capability to carry
out ali kinds of construction measures, the

Structural Repair Centre of the Engineer School
and Army School of Constructicnal Engincering
was sct up in Miinchsmiinster. Here, leaders will
be trained in special construction courses,
Starting this year, follow-on training of engineer
leaders and troop training will take place at this
centre as part of the so-called “directed training.”

In addition, more and more engineer officers
will study constructional engineering at univer-
sity. A large number of senior NCOs, {ie not only
infrastructure and demwolition engincer sergeants
as in the past but possibly also all company HQ
squad leaders, engineer troop lcaders and con-
struction equipment troop leaders) will undergo
the two-year clerk of works training course at the
Army School of Constructional Engineering
which is part of the Engineer School.

The Corps of Engincers will face up fo the
new challenges. The particular condifions of
the OOTW environment make it an arm of
the future, an arm which can “fight and
build” and which “is one of the trailblazers of
progress in the Army.”

\Ihc appropriate issue,

/ 50th Anniversary Articles \

The Editor of the Journal would be pleased to receive
for consideration, articles from anyone who took past in
projects during the aftermath of WW2, or have something
interesting to rclate of happenings during the year of
1949, with a view to their publication on or near to the
50th anniversary of the event. Accounts of later events
are also weleome as they can be kept for publication in

_J
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watesh decp inoalowest Drecong waters and thene
were lense monents when siomns swept i over
e Arsdes Tromn Pero and stroinge winds Torced the
vt bs onte saingihnkos mid-chmnel

Thie BotishiBodivian boat wesun sombered nime,
el e communshed by Capiaim (retdi Jim Masters
(foemerly @ Parachute Sguadron), another very
eapenctoed exploner who hsd boen par o many
mhventures onganised by Colonel Blashiond-Saell.
Ciigeizin Misstiers ensuned thid the ool onew. wias
resanppiod regularty and wisy on ihe cosl of o eadio i
e e v for Taned samppsort. The team on ihe

e fealsans. atimactos] e aiscwtivm ool caisnis hiaals
Prvmiices v shomad by i waker keveks

wiiber was enthivamstically lead by Licotemnt Lok
Con, wlwo st the pace Tor the boats e ke alier
thee wellane of the crew. The Linguage barmier with
the Bolivians wis overcoime b i cenain exbend,
gl conversahions usually stretched no funther
Ui bermiobogey relating o sail o o ihey
Tkl their evering menl cooked. Lical suppon wis
prosided by Musinw Cotan, his son amd mephew,
sl Bl gathered the reeds awmd constructed ihe
howats, el memnbers of the Bolivian Nuvy (e o
the fact thar Holivia is landbocked they luid some
spuine tinne o heir hamids),

The Tirst mijor discovery of the expedition wis
o staitues found buried beneath o (iell near
Ulrluive, Thee Gind o abwout i 1 chanee con-
viersution between expedition member Richand
Sl ad o Tocal wormun who complained tha
shie hept striking o krge rock whilse ploughing ey
field, Explosation of ihe sie anoovered o iemple
eomstrscied of Lurge hand-cralied stones) which
hund heen the peligious centre of @ small Tivwanaki
ipee-Inca) ety dating boack 27 contunes. The engi
neering feats of the Towamabe are remarkable even
by wesdorn standirds aind experts remaim my sified
i e b they nmagsed omene stones weigding
owvier DR s ciwh and 00 them iogether so per-
fectly that o ploving cond chnmed even e insenad
hetween them
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Satling somith, the boats ccoun
e mware shalbivas as the dver
powd The e cositinued o pol
posh pnd portagse ther cralt antil
they reached Calicoto, o small i
lutieel willage, accessihle only by
dusty trwks and, of course the river
O armival Yok, o inlerpreien
T Calimbig, spoke 1o the heiuld
al the village who agrecd o provide

acovmumsdation Tor the beam for o
lew days whilst we carried out
cal explowitiony work in

arvhiicobing

the surrounding mountains, We

WEre given 8 revently o q||||||I|.'l|.'||
sl buildhing in which po sty and
this prosadesd soime comfon, We
negotusied woally il '.|||.-|:~ % e e
vile foasl i ihe eveming which ihey
dicd, constrocting o makeshif

restanrant i the vard of a loecal

g, smongest tyres and rusting vehiclke pans
Like any b quakiey o
Fomoed warne ke were extremely
resaomeciul wiily their imned Gscibities amd avail
able fosud; 1 wiibid it recommmesd their chicken
rewipe et

Lising Calacotio as i b the crew split into eains
amd trekked b visnaes dncis Citesd by our Bolivii
archaculigid, Chwalkibo Rivera, The tcams were bed
by the mahitiry personnel including o Hoval Signals
ollwer. Caplain Lee Soen, vespoasible for com
mnbcations, il Lioe Corporal Lason Joyee of
e Bovwal Logistic Corps. Many of il excoraons

were productive with Gods of small artifacts and
pottery, thowigh in the mouniins west of Calacobo
acseries ol Rewomating discoveries win made: thnee
wities were uncevered of a people known as
Pakaipes o slema, whs had abicsd onm gl 1he
wear T ETSan and Do lived on heavi
These hig saus were surmounded by
forikable defiences. Aller scailing sheer mock faces
amd FEm-high walls cscl member ol the weam bl
awraiible hawigeh ny entrances surmasding the
Paph rvwmd. The defemees wosilid prove difllicalt o
hawich even o masdem il ry beittalion. Witkin
the walls were dozens ol sfone twombs which
appeared tobe For b thowgls ot was unclea
whiy ilsey neidead o be so o well delended. Many
itz memmmalicd bodees tud were well pre

T (VR

h

servell, eovered in sacks nu
Mt ool the skulls seie elog
I cren used b banad their hesds noo sl

ul woven g
e ecalse the

| alwi b summimling temaen - socessible ondy by g

i plity Lok B g prared sfiackons

Tasdibon o il T ki, Adso there were mwore
skeletons of wioimen than men, indi e that
when a warmion died he was bured soitle all his
wives and mistresses. The team Towmd many
reniaines of claildren dand i sy hewve been ot
were sl sicnilived

Tnitinlly we Feli tlen these Tonified peset shel
tered cities of the dead bat Turther imvestigation
liscovened dwelling sites that contained slome com
wriimbers il pramiiive foods misde of nck

O ol thee wanlled citdes housed o unnel tha el
tor il eclge oo the Ballsice and this husic picce of
engimecring eould have been used as a lookom
Pt or usibly an cscipe mote, Beaeoth the cliffs
ol another were dquire wmbs decorated with
painted designs. The patierns showed step pyra-
mbls sinmlar doe those Tommd e Mexion and early
Eoypl. Beneath these, Tunher mmnels mn ek into
U mwountoin, b comild not be gocessed due o
dlploced debms, The o cities had o be claned
anl this gave the Sappers 1o the eam o chance i
e b engineening skills

A ihe rest of the temn heod souith alonge the
river b Lk Posogws, 1wt for Cheves o josss Gl
crew which was looking o the possabibity that the
lablesd ey of Atbantis may have existed on ihe
Bolivian aliglano. Legend bas i that the ciry,
Wilwe walls swere plobed i gold mwl silver, sank
ity the sen moasingle day of cantlwguakes, Mool
amad torrential o and this theory was being
exphmed by Jim Allen, o former aenal plaote
graphic interpreter with the RAE. Following a
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il Erii
| Tl

Seeveeral ik o e iy prlateass comimiaed
i hmleng wane well prosorved o

sty ool o o the cirea be feln thet the city ey
Farve been sitnsited i the .'“F"‘" region il the
plinc wmd was pamicularly interested inoa lorge
“eanal”™ thit conld have formed pan of e vas
st syseim thud sarroomaded Adlamtis. Havinmg cur-
phend ol sty on dhe pesstogy o the arca prok b
poiming the expedition 1 reluciamly neporied the
vl was, in my opimion, o mitral Gl possibly
formmiing part of the famous Corgue syneclime. amd
wirs o o Tt of I engineering, Nevertheless,
et contmuiged o esplore the Atlintis theary i
ortheer aarcds o the region

My neal tisk vl I warking south of the
Salor e Ulynini, large sali plains situed in ihe
sotlwestern comer of Bobivin, The firss leg of the
sy was by trmim from o to the small o
of Uyud, whene T was duoe 1o e met by the dineg-
fosr ol the o Abaroa MNational Park. 1 had o
yucue Jor o ticket for four howrs as the daily ser-
vl wirs eapectend b be bosy becanse the noml o
Ulymian was closod. The chosune hisd béen caused
by striking locals bl ¢ the route with dym
muite, o popular move to restoict mohility amd (o
canse masimum disruplion during poriods of
sl wmrest, O meeting the ditector | embarkid
on an eight-hour joumey south in the back of o

robuist Limbemsiser scrsss the Salar o twae lakes,
Lagumers Colorado amd Verde - these expraises of
wailer were he paorpuosa of my visil

Al il reguest of the B - govermmem the
expedition bl been ashed 1o stidy the effects ol
El Mt omn the ks, Due to the anosunl weather
the wier levels hisl dropped sapnificantly and bl
Pl vy meplenish, | stavisd o week o study how
the reddiced water levels wasull affect the liscality
Mol being mn expert i ihis Geld 1 il o camy ot
rescirch aml discoverad, for mstance, thal ses of
evuporation could e caloulabed by measuning the
temperature of e water at dilferent depths - this
I ik with tlee baelp ol b cmtbusiastic park goards
and sowne Fairly lssic improvised cquipement. The
time spent in the magnilcent surmounds of the
Tk wans trerneimbois and 2 good chance 1 o
TR iy N||;|.|||\.h an the liscals were unable o
speih mch Englishe Foosd wis plentifol and the
stple dset wais o Haoa that Toy on the shell i the
kitchen, amd locally prisluced vegeiahles. On
conpletion of the work 1 forwsmded the infome-
tiol wollected o the govermnen epresentative in
Toat P for i pavper amialysis.

T iy b fhee crews successTully mavigaited the
rver b just short of Lake Poopo, where they wene
stopped due 1o Bk of water, They then pocked op
il Beachend bk o L P, whithe 1 enngthi o bus i
Santi e with another meniber of the expedition
by onml @ necee (o the second phase.

Wi were scheduled o meet Tite, g Bolivian
guide, in Santa Crue i the carly boors of the
memrninge. However, due tooa Ldslide we were
bzl np i il deptles oo thee mein forest for a num-
Ber of Bours, eventially aniving five howrs Lite 1o
meet a hlearv-eyed Tite whi, having driven
thromigy the night o aneet us hud spend e mwrm
o apperiiching all Foreign-booking comigiles jo see
il they wene us. Aler purchasing picks, shiwels,
rospe ] ey cans Gdespite our e faling to
sew their necessiiy b wie depamed on o long joummey
which i oot 1o be guite eventiul, Our destina:
thoan s the sm Puerie Sawincs, sit
rowith Hrazil
araziy, and wie sl o clwnioe ol two ks
tere, The Dirst wins the dinect roune, which we lead
P dvisend o averiud dise s e movigh ol Thee
sevond wis consaderilly onger thoagh st benes
ruands, s of which were even tirmecked. We
chiose the second option and sct off, hoping to
ke ap bost time, The rood ook us decp into the
gl aned we dreve iheough e villages tha
appeared 1o contain considerable wealth = Tito
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mlvrmed os that the money bl been mle
throegh cowaiiee it grew b alun ;
anein despite ellors from the goverment o cunail
the trmde. Afler Tourteen howrs we amived m e
carly hours  San Jos, the mid-poant of the tripy
A (200 there was Hithe sctivity in the town amd
we ogited o camp on g versndah ootside o local
residenoe. Do o our fatigoe we were ol batly
cread by the IS, Bl 2 Few lwiars laler were
thair winy
2 bags and i wneondemed Hidy

wilken upy h‘\ b pigs Lryi

It i sl

swieeping her dosarstep

W pesarmedd o jourmey. hoping (o each Pocre
Sudred by mightlall, ibough the road detenomied
ragicdly and we wastod valuahle time idigging the
Lamiberuser ol il s34 e T ihe L TG 1]
the oadl came tooam ohroge end wlene we
uhie b croms g nver, A il bridpe wis m-;uh_l. Fsinl
hacd been empormarily closed by flathed ek
which wis parked scross the track os pant of the
natiomEl sirike efforl: the soldiers andi
world ot allow us o drive across, An option
wean Do ke o Teny econstroctéd Trosm |1|'||1I..\ il
sl wrwd il droomes and o pay 000 Baolivi
(SLIS2S ) v the crew, We tmed this imstible cnift,
but i few fect oal o began (o sk, soowe retamed
liv shaore, We il Lider thist o selawe] s
ralb o Few days befone had ended apoon
s poaol in the middbe ol the dver, Two Ameriean
Humvees' arrived on the opposite bank, Thes
were commanded by a lively Amencan secomnded
froam the Ml Drogs Enforcement Agency.
whi wiis on Bis wiy By ey oul an operiion in
the gl |t|r:|. wene given Clemrmmee b cross jis
we prepured fo spend g mght o s mosgguito
riddden arcs, The nest day we were allowed o
eross il bridge il wrives] in Puerie Sodines o
day late with one day to complete the recee,
Portuminely, we met an Argentinian ex-iival
diver who was working for o salvape ur|l|.;|'1.|||.l,
He koew the nivers, that we planned ¢
extremely well and, despaie being o prisoner of
war dunng the Falkhomls Ciongy he wins very
helplul wnd providid ws with ifordithn even
ullering a sile upon whaeh 1o construet and
laameh the recd boiis, He also dove us o
Brweal 1o bok s stretches of the river

The return jourmey fo Samta Crue wis affected
by consaderabde amot of main il

wione

{TRIREY

g i

Pl i @ ondlogaial albresiatson R il Ansoican
HENENTWY: gy ety il spuanpeeas suleelonl vehivhe

i it
Terry e

abive abosezn, D alad mast suspect 1hai the
v mevenily trsined comhat e

s

during the kst few doys aaml on ook ovcisiom we
bl ter tie a0 bsurrel g the Pront of il trock and
Tl ik wemoss o swamip whose witers Tl riscin
tir chiest elght. Forumately we had the help of
oalier alrivers that were also stuck. For the jumir
mey b San José we teamed up with two young
Holivians whe were drving o cur thit had been
stiden in % iy aficl a1 aliza] weross the b
der, bot they were stopped al o cheekpoing on
Besiving thee tawn and we did oot see e again

We srrived weary in La Paz two days later with
wenough tme o complete the recce repon beforne
etk England

The expedition was a gre expenence for the
whesle group, composed of peophe Trom 2 vanes
ol miowaliiies and backemnds. Despite differ
the mdividuals

ences in longuwage and cullures,
lowmeed an extremely elfective tcam and stiocess-
Tully completed the mrission, auking soane inter
esting anchacologicnl discovenes along the wiay.
Everyone involved skills o olier and rel
ished the challenges with which they were faveld,

T second phase of the expedition (scleduled
for test year) aims to continoe the resemrch
i B ks ammld o carry oat frther
community tsks within South Amen The
phase will be organized by the Scientilic

Exploration Society, which will be looking for
adveniur ivichls wil speal, Spuinish or
have suiling experic Further expenise will

I sastagzbil Frown within the Corpe to ekl wovairi-
ety ol ks

Dretails o the expedition can be found on the
Tbermen: Dbt mamawe co.uk,
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Developments in Mine Detection

LIEI NANT COLONEL J R WYATT M MIMor MIExe]

deelrr Wy follemvend b eronlipnowiond RE cotreer: Sevinilvest, frowg
ovmmrriler, ol 200 O ol ARCNY sl e Devauri il
fiest awlintomt of A3 Enetover Rectment FCD on iy fovrssnss in
T cargal Peevuniene aof Binix svans okl e foman A8 F; ¥ Npuacsalrami an
T der Gl et spwevieelisg e i e Falkhinnls, UK Tigh Kol
Sewrrelr ol €3 vtion Cralwaick (papeinines nnder ainfielis
I avarne dars dvrs, Wi Rrielaved ey o |||'||'|i||l| i i s AR oy
aypmrsendt of Tnigly risl sevheel sewdmitgpues ol peoscesdvires Jiwe wilicoh
i '\||||J.J|.rr.xl femal e feanl BF vy o afeniniren] e i didiwy
Whantt o Bewwire Sewrior Fistrmctor Mines oo Sevvoly amd it
wilien! faey iean Devowne e Crasnier Terren Searcl Wi,

vt Pt Wi Bewidor Adniiy ap DO fae oomibivined tee wanrd foir
Hire SN pielvining onvervaiy. povierringeents ann S0 anid pindevon
fervwe iy aniigee aogwetenser, on thert tinme, oof these pave afisadpaliney
skl rfana e Aol peremt s anefvne aund plan e dndtial s
ier e enftermmntle o il Canly War, Fee fey Dewwr ittty imvedvead
fr e evetoprrent of thiexe o gevas ever sinee angd (0 no
Fewlurscad TXrectoar off e 5PN Gl Laruied,

arrbrcde ey e pidelisinedd fn INTERSEC, afated 6 Suve PPN A abiprderiedd viersnors iy

reprriiedd fere wilh persn sl

T Janllsn

Winin FEouirsaesy Fos Winien ACCEETARLE Risk Vikses
Exvisosse s T Unost'vcrrranie Risk
FRAsmes ALY, mane detecthon hps been the e

L imime oo mmany o (LRF AT T R R T

el sovne mivin-government, that wonld Tike & rogative of milivey cogineers wha inowar hive 0
detiminive repor om w lch mine detection e Clear numelebds, or lmes inominelichkls, o enahle
ment s sl effective in o given situation their own fordes W advance. Ch, dn the afiennath
Aihougly many trials have been cormed om they of war, hattlefichl area clearance will be ander
hivve Trequently been hastily prepured by le taken by the malitary, for mstance as done i ihe
ol mormmally invelved i couipioem ials and the Falklands and the Gall, Clearance migh be

resulis e therelone pod comprehensive enough sccoimplished with explosives, mechamcally, e
fon e pwcaninginl. Saine trials havee porgosetolly with o 1laal, on by hind, Thisse operatiens can
been ased one way or suiother becaise the catnse cassalnes and althoapl thevuagh s nse ol

ol eguipament, procedures and taining. casoal

tes are kept toca midnomuam o s ponctheless

it suich as bein
[

arpaniger has a hidden
tantly in Jemgoe with one of the m

powd exmmpde ol this would be slwene o country aceepied tht, ineowar especially. those weanng a

i dborating Tunds Gor himanitanian mine el bl wastald tildenine the risk

e ol leans oan the argantcation o cloose o However, a mwre recent requirement is for

aheteviion manifactured from thil country lmmanitarian deniming which s carvied ol Iy
N Larther sigmelseant |1|||h'I|'|1| i e erivimoniiem wvilims, wider e eosdonee of comtracted CApTs,

in whidich the eyguipment is o be osed. Somse detee and which hos o o acceptable cooacilty level!

tows sul o envarommend whale others do s

I ool b presomipiuous. i ¢l that this SuEmmnve Deveioraesa

1peire mpmenl, hail Mawn ol the e detecton deve loprcads nelledt
v availahle, wml con e “ sk element for civilums, bat that is mol
wiler iser pevpTEineIi s e sany it developmieints For aniliey aind civilian

ke will realisticilly
i wrll limiak ad thee Reschamo!

Lt Col J R Wyatt MBE
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AR |1|||r||_1I[:.. sUpE e Wit IS pares i
e alscapline may well have implicatiaons Tor il
other, alilwagh 3 15 apparcnt at presemt that ths
technidigical gap s widening mather U coming
fogetlier, D the UK, soame elfon s being made 1o
ke the pwa al least aware of whal cich s daing,
eviet Honed sctually working Duosd-bo-haad e
LK bas ool esmbeiseeil il i .||:.|'u||:|||||
i thint sone Cotntrics haved

A Five-Poess Piax
i Secretury of State s ||r-ul|!|.||.-n.l a T i
plan thain i lindes:

= & Dt eolonel sl ofToer for ha
T

= UM e hments (o military persomel, ¢g in New
Yourk ansl Bavmia .

= Netving up u Mine nfomtion sl Tainimg Cente
Fginacal vaible ihe piid Dol i s

= A techmeal rescarch centre {for milidary rescandh
|||I|:\- (i s b

= An ke government deparimental working group

e loprments Tor thwe muilvary redquirgment ane
congentriting on thiee | « (e remobte detec
pioan o pinefields, vehicke mounied systems and
Bunmdd - Ivelad eaguiipasent. The techmical reseanch
cenire menliongd above s finded by e i
ermment oy look al systems for the future. The
empliasis i on technobogy, not the MANPRINT
implicatiops (the imlerface belween aun and
cyuipament e lerms Wil .l|!p|||.'.|lt|.lrl. I i,
matnicnanee and repamd and, of course, cosl
e pied comne it Bl present

Developments in vehicle - mounted detecton
sysdediies iy b wselul for hamanitarian demi
mng, alihough the expense may prove i mich
for comumercial companies. Dse of olim wi
Bamsl rmdar, thermal dmgsery and ground pene
trting rbar (GPR ) are being comsdened.

bkl cyuipment technaology for mili
fary regquiremenl s coneentmting on combining
detevtion systems o prslice o mone acciarie
detection pietare, This will ool only assist in
tenirilietion methods becise the tarsel is noe-
wnizesl, but will also remove the mjss ol falkse
alarimis. The three sysiems being looked ol ane
trwilitional metal detection, GPR which will
whentily s, shape and depth of the mime and
i hear yuadrapaele resonance which will recog
ihee explosive conent. One dafficulty will be 1
mmtegrate liese systems and improve the daia
Fuisaomy, whinlst ab fae same timse by o packige

Wi s AL DR, sbeowing cominal pack ol Babo prahe.

thens intir a band-held sysiem, Back-packs or
wimbilicals connected o an eleciromes pack. o
shavwn absove, may be accepaable to the military,
Bt it suibihle for o local farmer!

e ubove propramme. and others like o,
will conmtimue for severil years vet, bud homn-
itarnan demining weeds sometling now and
therelone developments in this anca bave been
mare immediale

CARIAN DHEAINISG

Seecial regquirements ane needed for homan-
e demning because the work has o be car-
el ot by loscals whio have mo techimical skills
and hintle trmming. The mines they elear arc
venerally not Liid in any pattern. any e
areit the mines may ot all be the same 1ype,
o whikch were available on the time or
which could be jmiprovieed. Many areas lave
adverse working coml s where support is
dilGcult b provide Tor o svaniety of redsaons, o
limes of commumieation, transpon, guality of
person involved, technical Tacilities el
Finally, hmanitirian demining s b be pdd
far amd there is o Ginite bodget. ALl ol this
mesis i successlol eypipment nast o
be service and maintenanee Tree, of robuist
i and simple o repair, vet elfective in o
wide variety ol sl condiinoes,

Mlisr Prancres Claser
Tue production of lrge metal minmes did mol
ehange very much until the carly TOs when
imamilibed plastic was intnoduced for e oater cis
ing because it was simpler and chweaper. 1 wis
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lis ROWAL ENCGINFERS HRIRNAL

Thae [Buen AZ0NM f sy b o ikl d Trili A

them ahissomoerend that by kevpiog metal contenl fira
i iaenmie, s mess were ol nsse didTenli
tow et il Decnece imore effective, parbiculardy i
the wise ol AP nitperssine] ) mies. Nowodiys
e aninly dnetid condenl ey ol daese AP miints
g or stinker, Modern
v v oo sl this

lave s a very small s
abetection lechmsligies

Wanncn e neies

I Jume PFRL ahirimg thwe intermational weostbsbiop
wrgatipcd by FAD in compeation with e LN
Unsber-Secretary { ral Tor Humanitarian
Wi m Stockbobin, e Wiesrking gy W
i et luision meginding ihe cornclation o oflec-
toveness o techmddoges i vimious working oin-
dilbiiis. The two technologhes which were
applicalide o e Laagest fmbmber of @tvinminents:
ey correm detecion and pagnmetens. ane
st il antes el Toor ineesd asperations and
deserve o elisier bk

Eniry L0 T DT
o eddy corrent detectbon principle is hesi
eal by bt closetoctle sarfoce mimcs or

Tsmpdish Bosearch Centne

Wit b illivsl saainpalitie ool i i g ke e
(| LT T S PR O s T R R |

e, wiletens sear e Bor e a-akehis
el owihnance (ol ) is best done isang dilfer
cutial magnetic anomaly détecior, as these
P wimilid be Boyonsl the Timats of the T
eddy curment detecior. 1 is the Tormser wlich s
rehievant s i antiche

By current detectors apply an pative workimg
prrimctphe v cmbsion ol electmnagnetc waves
Mt ¢ i e conlinsisis wave deloction
within o frespenicy mnge of approxinsiely 2kHe
toe SOONTHE, o pialse maduction didcoton using o
seupietioe ol ehectmmaginciie pulses, These siginals
are s o by one oo several cosls in the defechn
T, Contrmins wove shetevtons feed o coimtim
s el thetr scarch ool fsdde the séanch
Bl A e vmagnetic ehd s pencrtsd
anvsimin] il s

bl pmad imdisoes kil curreniis
tmlae citvy nmmbictnve misilenal within mingse

Eddy enrrent mmducesd into sdjects within the
remch of the detector will espsoind wiily o sec-
obulary’ Fickl widch is axppesd to the peiiary ekl
Thiss resailis 1. i incresel ey cotmamgiion mn

Fally wiiviciis oo o
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the detector electronics, and a damping of the
oscillator amplitude and frequency. These parame-
ters can be used for evaluation and to indicate the
presence of a conductive object by an alarm.

PULSE INDUCTION DETECTGRS

PuLse induction uses a sequence of single pulses,
instead of & continuous wave, to generate an elec-
tromagnetic field around the detector’s search
head. These pulses induce eddy currents into con-
ductive targets. Immediately after the pulse trans-
mission, the transmitter is temporarily switched
off. The short osciilation afier the pulse is due to
counter induction in the coil. The sccondary elec-
tromagnetic field which surrounds the conductive
target is now received by the search coil and fed
into a receiver for evaluation and 1o generate an
audio alarm.

At the end of the transmission phase the coil tends
to maintain the emitted {ield by a counter induction
which depends, in intensity and length, on the puise
energy. Short pulses of low encrgy altow ar carly
evaluation of the generated target “responses.”

The environment in which the mine is situated
will also affcet the ability of the equipment and
technology (o detect it

Elements with low conductivity, such as salt
water or slightly mineralized soil, give a weak sec-
ondary fieid which decays rapidly.

If the receiver start is delayed by approximately
ISusec, such unwanted signals can be excluded

from indication as they have already decayed to-

zero before the detector starts to receive any
response signal.

Looking at the time axis, {see bottom right} the
transmitter pulse starts at T and ends at 2. The
response signal from interfering salt water decays
at 3, To avoid false alarms the receiver circuit in
the detector starts ar 3, when the interfering signal
has already decayed totally.

A comparison of the two technologies shows that:

Continuous wave detectors are superior in their range
of detection of mirimum metal mines and are very
pood at detecting high grade steel, springs and foils,
but are sensitive to salt water and mineralized soils.
The pulse induction detector is able to suppress these
false alarms and has a safer and more stable search
mode, but requires more technicat input to detect
conductivity with short sigral responses.

WHAT MANUFACTURERS PROVIDE
MoaosT quality detectors ot present on the market
are using pulse induction. However Adams

Tiaasrefae paitns,
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- e - Time

1 Tiansmiler
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3. Conrtler ichaton

Top: Primary pulses fed to search head.
Below: Transmitier pulse and response sigaal from
mctal ablect.

Electronics, which has a strong history of hand-
held metal detectors, are considering using their
lincar detection {sine or continuzons wave) tech-
nology in their AX 777 programme for mine
detectors. This will enable them to produce rela-
tively cheap equipment, able to use very low cur-
rent which considerably increases battery life.
The programme is still in its infancy and perfor-
mance in mineralized soils unproven. Vailon’s
MLI1614 C has concentrated on this problem as
difficult soii conditions have been encountered in
many mined areas.

Guartel's MD8, which also uses pulse induction,
has been very saccessful in many countries with
this problem. Its power output, however, shortens
battery life. Solar power may be one way ahicad
and this has been used by Ebinger. Adams is also
assessing solar power.
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ot amas, The G ves Cagdain Hill Fawoen,
whion shonlilered his respomsibilities most capa
I1I:. W Mlmrch 1999 the Force had |'1.[|.||||Inl Tt
become Bih Infantry Hy e commiamded by
Wrigaalier 5 A& (Szm) € L eopmprising abdi
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Extempore Engineering

COLONEL SIR ALAN HARRIS CBE BSc(Eng) DSc FExG FCGI FICE FISTRUCTE

The following is an extract of an item which was first published in the New Civil Engineer in
February 1983, Tt is reprinted here with the kind permission of the editor.

1 MADE good progress on the old BSA 500 across
the wintry plain, a touch of spring in the air. Down
side lancs soldiers swarmed around tanks, guns and
trucks. Liberators ot dropping height followed by
Dakotas towing gliders hid the sky for a moment,

In a dry ditch by a lay-by was a padre of the old
religion. Confession, absolution, the wafer on the
tongue; off again in the nose-to-tail traffic towards
the battle for the river.

We in Port Construction were the heavies of the
Royal Engineers, manned mostly by major contrac-
tors. OQur job was a timber-piled bridge across the
Rhine at Xanten.

And what had I had to confess? Why, cowardice,
sloth, bawdiness, arrogance {intellectual, of course);
glattony and drunkenness when possible, Same as
you, save for envy; I envied no one.

Nothing would stop us now. Berlin? No trouble,
Moscow? If you wish.

We came to wooded hills and the remains of grisly
batties. They fought their last defeats with the same
skill and dash as their first victories. Heavy machine
guns were firing over our heads at extreme range; at
the river bank, we were in front of the 25 pounders —
very noisy, The assault bridge was going over; air
command had obscured accepted wisdom and the
field behind the rafting sites was full of bridging
vehicles — but the enemy had new planes which we
could not catch, A rocket engined “squint™ appeared
from a cloud to disappear forthwith in a flurry of
tracer, and soon an artillery bombardment knocked
the stuffing out of the field alongside. Had our gun-
ners been dozing, the pilot might have got his map
reference right,

The company arrived and bivouacked in an
orchard, near Xanten where | heard a sapper reading
from his girl’s letter the old ballad “My love has
gone to the cruel wars in High Germany.” All
within earshot listened.

Qur bridge was special broad deck Bailey in 18m
spans at high level to clear navigation; length 1260m
with 370m over normual waterway. The river piers
were of timber piles driven from swinging leaders
bung off a cantilevered thing called the “monster™. It
avoided piling afloat, but was that the problem?
The Americans upstream had brought up segmental
rafts with piling gear; working simultaneously at
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numerous piers on which they placed 1lm deep RSIs
they beat us by weeks, Anyhow, (o pitch the piles in
that current, we needed power afloat and had chat-
ted up a naval officer in Ostend about the joys of a
trip on the Rhine; we transported across the country
an indispensable LCI with skipper and crew in
sailor suits. Moreover, timbering the bents was not
easy with six piles each oscillating several fect.

Fitting some doofer {(do for now) to the head of
the pile rig, | saw the bridge emerging from the
seeming chaos of the bank and thrusting out over
the swirling water — {rail, adeguate, rectilinear,
ours.  exulted in being an engineer.

It took us some 40 days; Caesar built a piled
bridge upstream of Cologne in nine days; the
fastest assault bridge (felding boat) had taken ten
hours. Qur bridge lasted a season. When a big
Rhine barge hit it broadside on and pushed it over,
it didn’t matter any more.

Peace; abruptly, there was a future so I studied
Pippard and Baker (devilish clever these civvies) —
nry degree was ten years old and I had not seen a
slide rule for six. In the evenings we would discuss
prospects and end by asking Doc Smith, ocur
benign, taciturn MO from Glasgow “What do you
do in civvy street, Doc?” — nor would he fail to
delight us with a roar of rage.

War is crime, and punishment for crime. His
crime? Yours? Mine? Work it out for yourself —
but here’s a curiosity.

While in Paris in 1947, T was sent on a prestress-
ing mission te the US with Count de Lubersac the
banker, well connected over there, and Etéve, long
a colleague of Freyssinet. Both had fought in the
resistance, been caught, tortured; dwelt in
Buchenwald, Etéve! Aa ace fighter pilot in World
War One, living the wildest of lives, passing his
days in fury and cursing, beloved of all who knew
him, a prince among engincers.

New York was a leng day with Raymond
Concrete, a boozy dinner with Etéve, werk
together in the hotel till the small hours; Fridays
we did the night clubs. I often wonder” said Etéve
later “why you and I get on so well together,
Harris; I think it is because we are both of us sol-
diers.” No one has told me anything which pleased
me more. Chaps anyhow.



Some Thoughts on Wider Peace-keeping and the Key
Role that Military Engineering Plays
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Map showing UN peace-keeping operations arcund the world (2s of January 19953,

peace-keeping operations is also made. These fac-
tors are reviewed in relation to wider peace-keeping
aspects of the Bosnian and Rwandan missions, not
necessarily because these provide the best examples
but because they are the best documented (8, 16).

WIDER PEACE-KEEPING — ADMS

THE integral aim of wider peace-keeping is the re-
establishment of a nation from a state of anarchy
such that it is able to govern itself in a state of sta-
bility. This is done with the consent of the bel-
ligerent pasties and as impartially as possible. To
this end a number of operational tasks exists
within wider peace-keeping doctrine (11) which
sets out to achieve this aim.¥! These are summa-
rized in Table I (over the page), from which can
be seen that the principal military engineering
requirements are associated with the provision of
military assistance, ie, support of civil affairs pro-
grammes such as the supply of maintenance of
civil infrastructure facilities, eg, the provision of
shelters, waste disposal facilities and electrical
power, and the procurement, storage and distribu-
tion of water.

Additional contributions are the location, removal
and disposal of mines and unexploded ordnance
(3). Engineer roles in the delivery of humanitarian
relief supplies {15} include the re-opening or con-
struction of supply routes. These direct tasks aug-
ment the aim of wider peace-keeping due to the fact
that the scale of the tasks is often such that Incal
help is required and local supplies of construction
materials nced to be procured. This helps to re-
establish an economic base to the country {15)
and broadens the skill base of the indigenous
population (analegous to the schemes used in
development areas in the UK and around Europe
(eg, The Welsh Development Agency)).

Though military engineering’s primary role lies
in the above-mentioned areas, the application of
traditional engineer roles (o assist those involved
with conflict prevention, demobilization and guar-
antee and denial of movement tasks is also sub-
stantial. These military personnel require
accommeodation, essential services, working bases
and accurate mapping in operational areas (I13).
The contribution that military engineering makes
toward the operational tasks involved in wider

¥1' Though a significant proportion of *Army Field Manual” Volume 5 is dedicated to other facets of wider peace-keeping,
these other aspects largely arise due to the need to implerment the tasks shown in Tabie I, for example, the maintaining of
impartiality and conseat when cammying out these tasks. These are not considered here but are referred to later,
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Operational Task

Description of Task

Canflict prevention,

Drenvobtlization
GPErUons,

hiiliary assistance,

Humunitarian relef,

Guarantee and
denial of movement.

Activiey that secks to anticipate and forestall conllict It embraces early . surveillance, stabilizing 1 and ore-
ventative deployment, The latter often requiring kige scale deployment backed up by 2 substantial reinforcement and sup-

prt capability.

The controlled withdrawal, demahilization and rehabilitation of belligerents. Something that in this context would be carred
out with the prior agrcement of e partics concerned.

Al forms of mandated military assistance sendered by a wider peace-keeping force to a foreign civil authority and
refers W such s supervising a transfer of power, reforming security forees and deseloping of supporting civil iafra-
structure facilitics, The maintenance of law and order is foundational (o such aclivity.

Operations seek 1o meet the aceds of residence, refugees, or displaced persons, They may be conducted independently
by the military or in suppor of aid agencies. They are likely to involve such things such as the protection of supply
delverics and relie] workers, and the cstoblishment, support and protection of safe havens, Such operations may also
irciude administeative, caordination and logistical activities 1o support humanitarian relief efforts,

Those aperations that are mandated o guarantee or deny movemcnt by air, Jand or 5¢a in parliculur arcas over cerain
rowtes. The denial of movement usually focuses on the establishment of no-fly zones. Assets involved (often warships
and aircraft) deent that such tasks are comrolled at steategie or operational level.

Table 1. Wider peace-keeping operational 12sks (afier Army Ficld Manual, Volume 5 (1993)}

peace-keeping is summarized in Table 2, opposite.
Examples and references from Bosnia and Rwanda
are also shown,

From the above it can be seca that at operational
level military engineering should, in theory, be
vital to the cffective implementation of wider
peacc-keeping programmes. Without it ferces
required to establish peace are unable to carry out
their tasks effectively and, more significantly, the
very essence of wider peace-keeping, the re-estab-
lishment of civil and economic normality via
infrastructure taskings and mineficld clearance,
are unable to be carried out. In this context there-
fore it would scem that military engineering is
indeed the key to wider peace-keeping.

Success OR FAILURE
IT has become evident, however, that despite the
implementation of military engineering in the
majority of wider peace-keeping eperations, these
missions have met with mixed success. To con-
sider the rcason for this, one needs to know how
these operations are assessed in terms of “'success”
and “failure”. Despite the definition in “Army
Field Manual” Volume 5 (1995) of success being
“the rate at which the sum total of the desired
activities progress toward the achievement of the
UN mandate”, in practice this proves somewhat
unsatisfactory. Wider peace-keeping mandales are
not always clear and various governments expect
different things from UN decisions. Therefore
assessment of such operations is somewhat
ambiguous — not only in terms of success and

failure, but also in the time-frame used to deter-
mine the durability of the results. For example, in
the case of Bosnia was the mission suceessful
because it saved lives and managed to contain
conflict in Europe or rather a failure because the
UN did net stand up to aggression, genacide and
the forced movement of pcople?(8). In the case
of Rwanda, though some form of rehabilitation
was re-introduced, {12) this only occurred after
the execution of 540,000 and the displacement of
4.7 million people (6) — despite the fact that the
UN had a presence from the very outset of the
troubles {16).

INFLUENCING FACTORS

OTHER more influential factors are likely o
affect wider peace-keeping operations. These
factors are attributed, by many commentators, to
lie at a political level, particularly those associ-
ated with the politics of the UN. The two most
quoted politica! problem areas in wider peace-
keeping operations, which may have contributed
to their failings, are political and structural inad-
equacics of the UN, and doctrinal flaws in wider
peace-keeping.

The UN, by its very nature, is a highly complex
political machine (18, 7, 14}, With respect to
intrastate peace-keeping missions the situation is
augmented by the fact such missions intervene in
matters that are of “domestic jurisdiction”,
thereby raising the politics of sovereignty (9).
Firstly, informed decision-making and the forma-
tion of the appropriate mandates is considered
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Operational
Tasks

Engincer Roles

Examples

References

Conflict prevention
and demahilization
operations.

Construction of accommodation.

Provision of secuntty Facitities.

Matntenanee of camps.

Accommodation for French, British and Dutch troops oa
Mount Igman atid throughout the sest of Tosnra,

Support of the establishment of BRITCON bases (Rwanda),
Upgrade of proteciion levels {Bosnia).

Maintaining UNPROFOR camps in Op Grapple 5 (Bosaia).

Lilleyman, Apr 96

James, Aug 95
Urch, Aug 93

Urch, Aug 95

Military assistance,

Minelicld clearance.

Powerling repairs, hospital
refurbishment water and sewage
reconnection and route repairs.

Well drilling for water.

Maonitoring of mineficld clesrancc/marking {Bosnia).

Suppor key to Op Grapple 5 infrastrocture projects {Bosaia),

Assist the restoration of essential services and facilities
throughout the country {Rwoanda),

Well dnilling in Bosnia,
Predduce potable water for BRITCON refupees {Rwanda),

Urch, Aug 93
Buttery, Dec 94
James, Aug 95

Urch, Aug 95
James, Aug 95

Wye, Aug 94
Jurmes, Aug 95

Humanitarian
relief.

Construction and maintenance
of auf routes.

Route Triangfe and Digmond (Bosnia).
Maintain and repair work on RMSR and other routes in Rwanda,

Ureh, fug 95
James, Aug 95

Guaraatee and

Airfield support operations,

3% Engincer Regiment.

dental of movement.

Table 2. Operational tasks in wider peace-keeping and engineer roles in Rwanda and Bosnia,

poor.¥il For example, in Croatia the UN came
between the breakaway Serbs and nationalist
Croats, each with unfinished political agendas (8).
Theugh UNPROFOR’s mandate allowed
weapons impoundment, most of the former
Yugoslav soldiers’ equipment was only with-
drawn. This resulted in pushing the contlict
around, the UN troops acting, in effect, as
guardians of the territorial situation that the
Zagreb government rejected as a permanent solu-
tion. Therefore whatever initizl stability the UN
force brought to Croatia at its time of deployment,
it allowed the Croatians time to rebuild its mili-
tary power as a prelude to further war and civilian
suffering. Tn the case of Rwanda, the initial con-
tingent of UN peace-keepers {a Belgian and
Banglodeshi force) actually withdrew prior to the
climax of the violence due to the lack of a sensi-
ble mandate, brought about largely by a poorly
informed security council. Furthermore, in the
case of the Croatian situation, the timing of the
UN intervention was guestionable; many argue
{8) that the UN forces should not have been

deployed into such a volatile environment as the
situation was hardly conducive to peace. The
inadequacies of UN mandate formulation, then,
makes the matching of political goals and military
end-states extremely difficult. Military comman-
ders find that political objectives {ail to reflect the
situation on the ground and as a resull mission
creep develops which then hinders the effective-
ness of such operations.

Lack oF Porrticar, WILL
ADpDITiONAL flaws include the problerns of politi-
cal will. It is likely that the reason for UNI-
MAR II (United Nations Assistance Mission) for
Rwanda being sfow to respond to the genocide in
that country was due to the lack of willingness of
nations to respond. At the time (1994) the
Somaliun operation was floundering (16) and
nations (especially the United States) were rejuc-
tant to partictpate in another commitment in a
conflict-ridden, failing state, Further reasons for
lack of political will is the open-ended nature of
wider peace-keeping operations which makes

vil Which at an operational level has the effect of the production of poor rules of engagement and poor com-
mand and control set-ups for the multinational forces invelved.(1}
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them potentially costly¥™ and politically unat-
tractive. This prevents governments from will-
ingly committing troops immediately thus further
hindering the potential for an effective solution
by allowing the situation to detericrate.’®

Poor DOCTRINE

ProBLEMS with wider peace-keeping doctrine
have also impeded the effectiveness of these
missions. The most salient problems with the
doctrine are maintaining impartiality and the
nced for consent throughout operations (6).
Connaught {6) more than adequately highlights
the situation, using Rwanda as an example.,

The maintenance of impartiality is difficult as
every action by the UN will affect the focal bal-
ance of power. Humanitarian intervention, for
example, favours whichever faction is nearest to
defeat and is sure to anger those factions which
lose political or military leverage. Also, mandates
that rely on the consent of all partics are difficult
to reconcile with those that require a peace opera-
tion to become partisan to one side or the other
(8). In Bosnia this was exemplified by the safe-
area mission. Though the UN was able to protect
the safe areas, it never sericusly punished any
major infringement of these areas for fear of
Bosnia-Serb retaliation to humanitarian missions
throughout the whole of Bosnia. Alternatively,
had the UN been more willing to deal with these
attacks they could have assessed the conflict and
supported the least objectionable party in order to
end the stalemate in a shorter time.

SUMMARY
Teie: UN is, at its most basic, a political animal that
imposes its will on nations by exercising its (col-
lective} economic, diplomatic and military power.
As a consequence the success of any of its opera-
tions, including those of wider peace-keeping, is

as much a function of political decisiveness and
brokering as it is of military assertion, The unfor-
tunate situation that military commanders face is
that they are often introduced to a problem as a
last resort when most political avenues have becn
exhausted. As can be seen in the case of Bosnia
and Rwanda, such timing rarely provides the ideal
basis for military effectiveness. The UN inter-
vened in Bosnia at a time when there was no
peace to keep and with no effective mandate. In
the case of Rwanda, duc to the lack of political
will the UN reacted half-heartedly and too late.
This situation is augmented by a poorly informed
UN which results in inadequate mandates and the
consequential difficulty in matching pelitical goats
and military end-states.

However, once the military wider peace-keeping
operation has been established, and given appro-
priate mandates, the key role of military engineer-
ing is unquestioned. It underpins the very essence
of wider peace-keeping, ie, the re-instatement of a
nation’s infrastructure so as to nurture its economic
base and thus allow democratic self-reliance to
emerge, as well as providing the traditional engi-
neering roles as sct out in Table 1. This is despite
evidence that the doctrine of implementing wider
peace-keeping tasks requires refinement (2, 6);
problems of maintaining impartiality and consent
are not always possible to resolve. Military engi-
neering is key to wider peace-kecping but only at
an operational level. The inability of the UN to
adapt to the new geopolitical circumstances
brought about by the end of the Cold War, how-
ever, has had an over-riding effect on the success
of such operations despite the efficiency with
which military operations are carried out. This situ-
ation is augmented by the tack of an effective,
coherent, doctrine that should be adhered to by all
members of multi-national peace-keeping forces.
The role of decision-makers today should be to

VIl UN peace-keeping is extremely costly, as can be seen by the number of operations depicted on the map. The
UN routinely requests that member states pay their contributions for peace-keeping operations “on time and
in full”, but in practice only a few states submit their contributions within the requested 30 days. Recently,
only approximately 50 per cent of requested bills were paid within 90 days for peace-keeping require-
ments.(14) This has the knock-on effect of creating a gop between mandates and means as well as lowering
the morale of peace-keepers, especially those of developing nations who tend 1o wait for the UN reimburse-

ment before paying their troops.

i Though such problems were anticipated by Boutros Boutros-Ghali in his report “An Agenda for Peace”
{1992} he suggested that these could be avoided by the UN possessing a self-contained rapid reaction force
of 30,000 troops, streamlining the UN structure znd financial restructuring. However, due to 2 fack of politi-

cal will, none of these have been achieved.
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enable the political structure and finaneing of the
UN io reflect the new role in which it finds itself,
thercby overcoming the problems outlined above.
Otherwise the UN and peace-keeping will face an
uncertain future, It seems g sirange paradox that at
the time when peace-keeping appears to be so
important to world order its effective application
has reached crisis point. In an increasingly violent
world, the next few years will dictate the need and
shape of peace-keeping operations.
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It’s Hard Being An Officer Cadet

SECOND LIEUTENANT S BOLTON AND SECOND LIEUTENANT R  MACDONALD

As “the remainder” marched off Old College Parade
Square on Friday 13 December, the thoughts of ten
members of 15 Platoon were far from the all too
familiar grounds of Sandhurst. Floating through the
minds of these errant officer cadets were images of
red-hued canyon walls, roaring rapids and ever pre-
sent prickly pears, for these were the fortunate men
who had passed the rigorous selection procedure
allowing them to participate in Exercise Wylie Cadet
—the search for Roadrunner.

Removing our uniforms with a speed reminiscent
of Wonder Woman's super heroine costume
changes, we emptied our rooms, picked up our
bergens and left. After a night of indulgence, cele-
brating the end of term and the beginning of our
trek, we arrived at Gatwick airport in good time to
catch our flight to Los Angeles International. Select
members of our party, due to their fine, officer-like
dress sense, were upgraded to first class for the see-
ond leg of the journey — a point all too often
recounted to those of us unfortunate cnough to suf-
fer the peanuts and Diet Pepsi of economy class!

Arriving in Los Angeles we picked up our vehicle
for the trip to the Grand Canyon. Unlike anything
we had previously experienced, it was a metallic
green, 15-seater Dodge van, complete with tinted
windows and air conditioning, and just large
enough for the ten of us plus kit. The drive took two
days, and we arrived in the Grand Canyon Pak late
Sunday evening. After a heaithy meal, we scitled
down for a good night’s sleep in preparation for the
task ahead. Next moming we loaded the wagon and
drove to the top of Tanner's Trail - the start point
for the expedition.

We were then approached by a strange character
wearing cowboy boots and packing a pistol, but our
fears proved unfounded when he identified himself
as ¢ Wilderness Ranger. Concerned with the route
submitted during the planning phase of the cxpedi-
tion, he had contrived to meet us in order 10 assist in
the selection of a new one. Wrestling between
choosing something sensible or killing ourselves on
a challenging suicide mission, we eventually took
on board his expertise and knowledge of the area
and selected a more realistic and shorter route.

Our descent began into what must be one of the
largest holes on the face of this planct. Snow and
ice lay on the ground as we slowly zigzagged down
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the trail, taking in the unbelievable vastness of the
Grand Canyon and pondering the wisdom of walk-
ing down something we would obviously have to
walk up! As we descended, the temperature rose
and it was not long before we had discarded our
flecces and were sweating freely in our t-shirts; a
small price to pay, however, as the views were truly
fantastic. “Grand” seems to be an understatement
when applied to the Canyon. At the end of the day
we had gone one mile straight down to the bottom
and, with aching toes from the constant downward
pressure, set up camp a short distance from the
Colorado river. Unknown to us this was to be our
major source of water as many of the springs
marked on the map proved to be dry. Fortunately
we had brought cur issue puri-tabs, and for many
this was the first experience of their taste! For those
who had the courage, the Colorado also proved a
maost refreshing, if chilly, way of rinsing off the
day’s dust. The days are short at that time of year,
the sun disappearing beyond the Canyon rim earlier
than expected. There were no complaints however;
it enabled us to catch up on some of the sleep
missed during the preceding term’s training and rest
our aching bodies as the walking, although not cov-
ering phenomenal distances, was extremely hard
work. The trails were demanding, with up and
down being far more prevalent than straight and
level. There were some stunning views and at times
the group got quite snap happy.

Horseshoe Mesa was our destination for day four,
and on arrival we looked for a small cave system
recommended by the friendly ranger. After some
searching we found the entrance and five of us
dropped our bergens, checked our torches and made
our way into the stygian gloom. The Cave of
Domes was a veritable warren and, with a great
sense of adventure, we set off to find the “ammeo
box”, apparently located at the end of the system
and containing a notcbook for those who found it to
leave a message. After an hour of exploring, and
pretending to be Indiana Jones, we had still not
found the box and when we realized that we had
started to go around in circles we made our way
out. Imagine our surprise when we found the ammo
box located in a shadowy nook just inside the
entrance — our crawling had been for nothing (“or
had it?” he said, fingering a nugget of purest gold.)
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Cur final day saw us undertaking the arduous slog
up. Is it not amazing how one’s opinion of some-
thing can change when gravity is playing the role of
enermy? Many hours, and many litres of sweat, later
we finally emerged to be greeted by a gaggle of
Americans with amazed expressions on their faces:
“You’ve been down there for five days? Camping?
And you carried all that kit?” Of course, we under-
played the situation: “Oh, it wasn't that bad, No, we
do this sort of thing all the timme in the British Army
—really, it was nothing,” "

Of course, that is not strictly true. Before this
exercise I had not spent five days away from civi-
lization, without seeing a single human other than
those few in my group, with the only sound the
roaring Colorado river, the only concemn whether
my beans would be hot that night. [ had not car-
ried five days worth of food on my back, or
camped out under the American sky with nine

other like-minded individuals, Similarly, I had not
raced into an icy river to cool my burning feet, or
crawled arpund in a hot, dusty cave system, or
scaled an 801t rock face with a bergen on my back,
wondering why the trail could not have gone else-
where. To be honest, I have never had such a good
time, and can say with a great deal of confidence
that my thoughts are ecchoed by every other mem-
ber of the expedition.

Unfortunately, all good things come to an end
and, once we had partaken of an icy beer and
attended to matters of an administrative nature, we
started the R&R phase of our trip. Las Vegas was
tame, skiing in the Siemra Nevada mountain range
was cold, seeing the sights of San Francisco was
boring, and strolling along the beaches of Santa
Monica and Venice in 75-degree heat was absolute
torture — it’s hard being an officer cadet, but, some-
body has to doit!
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Taay. He prosved s wonh on the List iy by
shimstint a1 ch of thrvaigeh e forehesd am
poanil-blipk
served with 17 Field Company. Royal
Bombay Sappers and Miners, o Quoctia amd
Winatristany, ainad i PUA0 sl b e Sodan as
wind of 20 Freld {';-1||||.|||:1

sl -in-ci
hewoiming C7 the folliviing ve
hatile of Kerew. John Bowring
pesrtend Beaeking brigade b e follow - up oper

st bl the

L -|,I.III'||I.:II:\ "-Ill'|

wibons Bior Asanara ad om fooihee Toetress ol Ao
Al
e Tropn artillery, Retuming fnan a mine recon
nakssmnee o lhe ndght of 1 My 1941 Ie wis hin
i thie beg and anklé. Soon |
throwgh o Amba Alagi was opencd. John
Bovaring was awarded e MO for this gt

The advance wis opposed by harissing

crwirds the ol

e was evocwmed w South Africa becaunse his

wounids wene sao bad; bis bep never really recow
ered, leaving him with a limp aml in constan
pain. Returming (o Soce i May 1942, 5 posting
beick fon GIHGY Domlisn soman Tosllivowedd. He anended
it 1o

I

n Corpes During this ioar e wis pro
imaded Letenant colonel, ad fmshed his fome
with the Indian Army o 1946 s Commandian
(Colonelh of 4 Emegneer Groupy i Skt revep
g e the rank o wegor o e b the Uk al
thie e ol M

In 1T D went 1o Gireece with the Hritish
Military Mussaon o the Tace o the Cormmuiiisg
relwellion, Tirst as GRO2 S and iben as AAG
Y i g pronssoted fo Bewtenant colome]
He boaighit @ small vachi. Ko, sailed all nond
e dshimads and eced witls ihe Royal Piracus
Sailing Club, while orgameimg aimd then munming

Maj Gen J H S Bowring CB OBE MC (p 234)
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the reconstituted Greek Army {see Journal article
*A Greek Experience” December 1997.)

After tours as GSOI in the Cabinet Office and
the Joint Services Staff College, he was appointed
Chief Instructor Tactics at the SME Chatham,
being promoted brevet lieutenant colonel in 1953,
After qualifying as a REYC skipper, John took
part in a dozen or s¢ ocean races including three
Fastnets as skipper. He requalified as a pilot and
this stocod him in goed stead in his next job as
CRE Bedford, responsible for works services in
East Anglia, where an ex-RAF mothballed Tiger
Moth of the RE Flying Club was used to get him
around his parish.

On 25 July 1955, Lieutenant Colonel John
Bowring became CQO of 30 Field Engineer
Regiment consisting of 67 and 68 Gurkha Field
Squadrons with 11 Independent Field Squadron
RE and 410 Plant Troop RE under command. At
that time the Gurkha officers and men were sec-
onded to the Royal Engineers but remained on
the strength of their parent Gurkha infantry regi-
ments. On 29 September 1955 the Gurkha
Engineers were born and became an integral part
of the Brigade of Gurkhas. The regiment became
50 Gurkha Field Engineer Regiment. The
announcement was made with little warning and
John Bowring had no time to prepare his officers
and men for its impact. He handled the situation
with great charm, sensitivity and ability, so
much so that fresh enthusiasm entered and
affected every facet of regimental life. He
described the signing of the amendment as the
most fundamental event of 1955 “New our
Gurkhas are enlisted, and QGOs commissioned,
into the Gurkha Engineers, it makes us more of a
part of the family of the Brigade, it gives us the
chance of establishing our own individual, regi-
mental traditions, customs and spirit. The ball is
at our feet.”

John Bowring was the prime architect of the
Gurkha Enginecers. By 1956 most people were
convinced that the Gurkha sapper was well capa-
ble of acquiring all the standards and skills to
carry out the work of a field sapper given time
and the necessary education. John Bowring's
solution was to lay down optimistic and strict
individual standards for promotion that reguired
combat engineer, trade and education gualifica-
tions, starting at. lance corporal and geing
through to Gurkha officer. Many of the old and
bold thought these to be uncbtainable. It put the
pressure on British officers and Gurkhas alike

but the men responded with enthusiasm and
application. By the time he became colonel of
the regiment, in 1967, the standards were being
achieved and surpassed. His wisdom, prudence,
foresight and insistence on the achievement of
these standards, made possible the raising of
70 Gurkha Field Park Squadron and then the
third field squadron, 69 Gurkha Field Squadron,
during the next four years.

The establishment of regimental traditions,
customs and spirit was executed against the
background of continuing operations against the
communist terrorists with all three squadrons
and the plant troop deployed throughout Malaya.
His steady hand and imaginative direction led
the regiment through an explosive period of
development. He loved his regiment and his men
and they responded. For his efforts he was
appointed OBE.

After a tour in the MOD as Colonel GS MI he
returned to the Far East in 1961 as Chief
Engineer FARELF, for a tour which included
the development of the North Bornco Training
Area, the beginning of the great airfield project
in Thailand and the start of Confrontation with
Indonesia. As Chief Engineer he watched over
the growth of the Gurkha Engineers into a mini-
corps and its deployment into Bornee. He then
became BGS {Mobility)} responsible for vehi-
cles, armour and engineer equipment including
the Combat Engineer Tractor.

For his last three years in the Army he was a
popular and successful Engineer in Chief: “He
was the best man I had the good fortune to work
for and the two years [ spent as his staff officer
were the happiest and most worthwhile of my
Army life. It was always fun and we all had
complete confidence in him.”

In 1967 he became Colonel of the Gurkha
Engineers and in that capacity resumed the
guardianship of its quality, its customs and its
traditions. He was Colonel during the troubled
period of redundancy and retrenchment during
1968-71.

In retirement he was non-executive director for
Consolidated Gotdfields and Amey Roadstone,
helped his wife Jona run her Amb bloodstock busi-
ness, and in 1984 became High Sheriff of Wiltshire.

Two comments tell of the impact of his life.
“He was a marvellous friend — warm, kind, wise.
I think of zll the many people I have known in
my life | have never admired anyone more than
John. His absolute integrity, his innate kindness,
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his sense of Tun and gquict seénse ol himsour were
fegendary.” “The Corps owes him muach. Johin
wits a pentleman in every sense of the wonl —
Boryarl il compissionabe i e bess forunat,
wwd Fall ol encouragenenl o the _'n'lllll;.'.-'

LIEUTENANT COLOMEL E L L EARP
OBE ERD T

Bavrn A Apeid PR e N0 Julv TO9E. jeged 89,
.I
i
J

Lascrior Earp was able to combine i distin-
gl civil engineering cancer with service in
the reservee Tomes, Dunng e war e worked
with transporiation on the construction ol
pepeinr of ponts aml harbours, He was o ke
valwed member of the TA and Daber the Army
Enserpency Heserve

RS JOURNAL

He s survived by Tosin (nde Murmay s, whor e
marricd while he was Commanding Cfilicer
Sth Giurkha Freld Engimeer Regirent, and their four
hibdren, Clardes, Caroline, Micheiel mwd Cannlli

LA WO S5 LG HEMLG CHE

Fadueated wi Aleester Grammar Schoal where
I b Dicaadd By, e spent most ol his child
Bowsidl bt Arrow, Warwickshire, His father wiis
Liand Apent o1 Rogley Hall, Afer groduating
from Binmangham University with a eivil engi-
nevring degree in 1930 his subsegquent canser
wirs spent entinely with Edomumd Muttall L.
worrked on the Girst Mersey Tonmel, Clearwen
Paam in mbd-Wales for the Birmingham Wiler
Supply, the first Pantfond Tunnel snd the Tyne
Tumael, Tinally retiving in 1965

L fuinbend the TA i 1935 and saw carly win
service in France leading o evacuntion Frinm
Marscille, Here he lost a suitcase overboind
wilvieh, amazingly. wis retumed o him several
wedirs liter

Like many other prodessional civil engineers he
worked on the constroction of Cairnryan
Military Port in Scotlimd dsee Jewrral anticle
“The Sappers” Biggest Construction Jub™ Apnl
19925 amd then m Sicily and lialy where he
Becme CRE Mo 3 Pon Constroction and Repar
growp, Ports wnder Breitish conteol in this theatre
sulfered extremely heavy dimmage, This pris
duced an imniense aumber of problens reguir
ing skill and imitiative of the highest onler to
sinlve them in the tight timetable necessitaied by
military operations, He was mentionesd in dis
patcles and i 1545 was appointed OBE befose
his relemse from sctive malitry service the same
year. He continued his involvement with the
reserve Torces aned wos awarded the TV in 1948
and the ERDY in 1961

Lamee retired 1o Kent where his wile Jean pre-
decessed i i 1971, Do 1973 he becmme vne of
the First residents of Coral Bay, Paphos in
Cyprus, where be lived Gl his own death. He =
sirvived by his dighier Helen

T MEA

Lt Col E L L Earp OBE ERD TD (p 236)
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BRIGADIER C E HSPARROW OBE MO

Hewr A Soenvierey PR, dlicl £ Qvrober P9SE,
il B9

Crimsinin M Edwand Hugh Sparmow (Tim b wiss (e
elder son ol Isame Sarsilen Sparrow ol M
Bari, Ferry Hinksey, Oxlonl. He won on exhibi
triem Koy Wainchester belorg

procecding o the
BMA and was commissioned on 2 Febroar
192K, He then wenl up o Queens College,
Cambiri e i reod e Mechimieal S&icnces
Iripess asdier Proddessaor Tinelis, Whilst ihene Tom
mied U laire Desg ||.|.||-|11. whor wie reiwling Histors
laire was o
friend ol the Prodessor’s doughier and one |.|.|_1.
when visiting the Iiglis™ house witle Cline, Tim
remarked that he thought he had ilivie jusl
chnough wiork to achieve, il he was lucky, a
Yl Cliss Hovposers Degree. Lintle did e Know
thiat the gredl moan was i [ ITERET ] y withen
e will be

anid they were married in 1932

earshiod, amnd o voblee booine
Tucky if b even gets o Thind!
I 1931 be went to Bhwckdsswn, jaoimin
Nireril b S I|I|;'|1I Wattiahasn, anmil spenl e mexl

mime vears i searchlight units, In November
I'H.JIIW Wik |11|-.1|_-;| e b AN Searchlight
Company (renamed 16 Fortress Company in
19355 in Malta, before joiming the stafl of the
School of Aot Adrerall Defence in Higeion Hill
ds an Assistant Instrsctor in Seplember 193%
Mead, in March 1, came Stall College for
the sin months war course, Tollowed by wo
Vs as i bemponiry magor on e st T of GHI
Frowps Chemical Warfare and 3th Chemical
Workare Cironp, He then commianded 244 Field
Company i 43 0 Welsh) Division from Febory
o Mavemiber TR before going to thee Schosol o
Infantry asx G502 RE wntil Febrary 1934
Appointed URE of A5th Dhivision w this painl, in
il

T Ty e

Naprisd TR, determiied o see action. e ask
fr revert o il ik of N
mand a fekd company in action il aas
P Field Company i | Corps Troops in Framee,
stuwiing with them until February 1945, For il
niext wis months he commanded 275 Field
Commpany i the STst Highlamd Division daning
Operation Verdtalde, Iwas for his gallang lemd-
ership during this time that e was awarded the
Sibitary Cross, Al the cmd of March he mavesd 1o
tike command of 157 I Company in
AXK Corps Trooge Tor e bridging operition.
ol the Rline crossinge. Afler the war, i
December 1945, he was appointed Chiel
Nilviser (RES of the British Milivary Mission in
Egypl. From there he wenl on to be GES00 (5000
i Maircle POJE ab the Bleadggaiaiters of ihe Hrigish
Military Mission m Gireece for which job he was
apgerited ORE

He returnad o England m Apnl 1951 and wis
emplioved in variows works appoiniments: in
February 1954 with the Logistics Divisisn o
SHAPE e a saall adficer teolomelh For pwo vedrs
Fasllansisdd by vvears as Colonel at Hiy
BAOR and Norhern Army Ciroap, He wies then
presmotesd fiy Brigimbier to ke up his Bist appaing-
ments Chicl Engineer, Middbe East Land Forces
i Cypros, Whilst there be wis actively involved
i negatintions o determine the howmdary
hetween the Cireek amd Turkish sectors, aml in
setting up the Sovereign Base Arcas

Ui retarermend i D0 b pormed ibse stall ol e
Wildlovw] Trust, ot Slombrdge, as s Dirst
Cotroller and Chiel Exeoutive. Tle wis thus able
Lo eomnbane oo ol s hobdies, omithobogy, with
Tis works. Dhiring thinteen veurs ot Slimbrdge e
= Wilidlow]
Koigbinin

e

|||.'|l.q'd W part in |l|.|.|1||i|
st espanseon throughout ihe L

Brig C E H Sparrow OBE MC (p 237)
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On his retirement in 1973 he became chatrman of
the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust for four years
and then a vice president.

Sparrow’s countryside interests covered a wide
span of natural history with & considerable depth
of knowledge much of which was reflected in
his garden at Frampton on Severn which he
opened every year up to his death. His erudite
and active mind was never still whether he was
playing bridge, chess, solving mathematical
problems or completing The Times crossword

while most of us were still struggling with the
first clue. With all thesc talents he never ceased
to be courteous, kind and hospitable. 1t was typi-
cal of his energy that he lived life to the full up
to the day he died having travelled to his Bridge
Club in Cheltenham and driven himself home.
His wife Claire died in August this year and he
is survived by his younger son. His elder son
died tragically while climbing in Greenland
soIme years ago.
SEMG

CAPTAIN R C HARRIS MICE
Born 1923, died 5 February 1998, aged 75.

Bonr Harris, senior engineer of the Canadian com-
pany Buckland and Taylor Ltd and a much
respected wartime Sapper, was o well-known figure
in British Columbia who had made a hobby of the
history of his former Corps in his adopted couniry.
Robert C Harris was commissioned into the
Corps in the first half of the Second World War
and joined 24 Field Company at Hammamet in
Tunisia. He returned home with the company in
December 1943 as Senior Subaltern and 2 meticu-
lous keeper of the War Diary. The company
landed in Normandy in July 1944 and Harris
earncd a reputation as a fearless reconnaissance
officer and Bailey bridging exponent. In one inci-
dent in Holland, in October 1944, the information
he brought back was critical to the successful
bridging operation which played a major part in
the liberation of Venraij by 11 Armoured Division.
In the course of this action under intense small
arms fire, he was blown up and injured but stayed
forward in a sodden ditch for eight hours coolly
sending back his information. Perhaps his finest
achievement, however was the design of the semi-
permanent 800-foot long Class 40 “Club Bridge”
over the River Weser at Nienburg, which was later
increased to Class 10{. Unlike many military
bridges, this withstood the winter floods of 1947,

Demobilized in the rank of captain, Harrls then
obtained a degree in civil engineering at London
University and cmigrated to Canada to pursue a
distinguished career. This started in Ontario and
eventually took him to Vancouver where he joined
the Dominion Bridge Company, eventually
becoming its chicf engincer. He moved to
Buckland and Taylor in 1975. In the course of his
career he was involved ir the design andfor erec-
tion of over 100 bridges and 130 steel construction
buildings. But he also succeeded in combining his
professional activities with his fascination with
history and particularly the early work of the
Royal Engineers in British Columbia.

Bob Harris was an engaging character with a
dry sense of humour. Though a teetotaller he
was happy to record in the War Diary convivial
mess evenings to celebrate birthdays, one “with
table napkins and champagne” and another when
the menu offered veal, stuffed roast pork and
chicken accompanied by Chambertin *235,
Chateaw d*Yquem 28 and Moé1 *37.

An obitvary published in Canada after his
death recorded his involvement in a wide range
of activilics and that “Organizations to which he
belonged benefited greatly from his extensive
knowledge, exceptional memory, meticulous
planning and unstinting support.”

He is survived by his wife, Rita, whom he mar-
ried in 1948, two daughters and z grandchild.

DRV
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LIEUTENANT COLONEL ) LW DANIELLS

Baven 25 Mureely FPORN alied 19 Ty JRX,
arireted S

lows Lol Wovan Dumiells camse Fronm o Tanily

ol silchiers aawl sciibors, o (LT Cosrmwnl |,

his bove of salime erew from on carly apge anl

hecame o prassion which was 1o rurmvnin st liime
Fow v vt ool bs Dl Hle okl sevieral Doils
anal wos oetive in the satling: clubs of Hu||'.|11||u.'
Hong Kong, BREYC amd later Helford in
Cormwall. His father, Mister of the 31 v and
viomivoy commmigmder Mol Atlantic, wos lost
forpeiloed ame 1900 of 1 the Irish Coast. His
Brusther was lost while servinge with the RAFE.
el Bs abrerall was shin dosn ol Cevlion

Foh joined the Army in 1935 His first peost
srncis wits lo Malaya where he was

g v
ed in ihe defence ol !\l:ll_'._'.lihln' after the
uf e anwhision, His cawcape i Singipore,
alter the Tall of the city, e full story of which
is oni tagse v the I||||u'|t.|l War Museuni. wis

inchicitive ol ks bravery amd indtiagve. A per
i 1 Suinatns

ihimis journey by sea hrouaghi

aiw] eventually Cevion

Posted to Inadia. be wis commissioned into il
Misdras Sappers and Miners, returned 1o
Clhithaan in 1% i the rank of licuteman, pro
mvobed 1o maajorr ovear laver and returmed 1o India
where he was invilved i prepasions for the
g sl

re-nmvisaon off Milava, Despite (he o
ihe sitavnnie homb the invasion went abicad and
lohm sl aboat preparing Port Swetienham fon
the wnlessching: of ships aned aireradt,. He wis men
tivmed in despatches Tor this work, Loter he
served i Malaco retormm g i =i s in
15ty whene he wies poined by his wilie Marore
alter o separation of 15 montls

lolm retomed 1o England in 1947, posted 1o
Mo T Supplementary Course i Rigon. A hectic
15 wmniaths folloved dunng which he skippencd
the windfall vaclst Overliwd in the first postwn
Morth Sea race. AN wives sill with us will
remeniber thise frantie diys painting the boal 1o
el her ey on timie ) e December 190X e was
postend to gy 1o nndertake ithe preparation of a
wist stores depot a1 Fayid o receive material
Frovm Falestine. Adier o spell on the Chiel
Ia B winn
2 et 1o
Oflice
it i

Enginecr’s Sl he was posted 10
kil i sapper squadron and i )
the UK For a wour o DI
1955 saw i leaving for H
the Clheel Engineer’s sl and three years Liner
returming o Mo 4 Training
wi-conmnmnd, A proaiotion to Beotenant oolonel
i PR e piccomipanied by o posting as CRI
Malta and Libya = o very demanding post in
Riiws.

Regimeil s secoml

e

Lk
vl gl aller 3 b poised a G od consaling
engineers working in the Unied A Ensirales
I 1967 he wiis fo overses the bailding of o roml
Iroem Aba Dhabi o Boraiond Oasis mond ooe Froim
sl biov DMl

Forming his own consultancy i 1971 and
returning b Babai, be and his partners were
commissioned by Sheikh Rashid o bald s
new Majlis and Ministey of Defence. Adier
neirly ten yenrs ol salisiyving work Johin retumsed
I Cormwal
active i local affaies i chairmin of severil
s lions, He was also gotive in the ol Gairs ol
his Dozl Chaerch, S8 Anthony-in-Mencaze, where
hus Tumera] pook place

Wikl i denth thse district qnad local compmanity
silTercd a preat liss. Johm is survived by bis
wille Marjorse, whonm be nusreied i 1945

ENMB

winge Malts i 1963 he ok early netine

amd retined again, becoming very

Lt Col J L W Daniells (p 239)
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MAJONE G R DY

Rewwn 29 Janeery 1932, diead 27 Maricly TS,
irpf W

Ciraiiast Boetselm Bosoth, Borm i Worcester, wis
eduecatied al the Royal Worcester Cirmmnida
Sch I minal covimmnssioned into the Koval
Engineers from Sandborst in 1952, 1 wias soime
whal ironie thin les Dirst regimental posting
shodild be back o Malvern tuy | Training
Regimenm Trom where he could see his former
Bavmee. Fle attcaded the Boyal Miliary College of
Sl Laomiduss Ulniversity exier

il il

nal engrim

g el e
From 1957 Ciraham served in HAOR, Tirst o
Homeln with 26 Engineer Begiment, then with
! Fiehl Squadmon of Osaabiiick in suppaort of a
mechunizad infantry bzl
T D90 e returmed Dowe b aitenad N 8 Long
Eagiieerimg Corse which included aitichine
v ik constroction amid rock tunnelling progects
m Seotlond and then bridge design with
Freer Foww omad Partners m Londion, He wais
subweiuently elecusd o MICE in 1963,
wne of the few members of the Corps to be
clected o MISmsetls He was also o Member ol
the Institale of Manasgement and of the
Toternational Association of Bridge and
Structural Enginecring

[}

il wwis

His I comrse wins folloowesd by i twovear toun
i the MO working on the stall of Director
Engineer Services in Engineer 5. He then retimsed
1o e RSAE ot Chotham s g senir instrctor in
e Boauils ol Avirfielils Wing

I 1967 Grahom began his long association
with the Establish il Christchurch when he
was posted o M s L Ehen wisd s g pio
et oflficer o the Bodging Wing, As was the
wase with most serving and netined Sapper offi
cers ot MEXE. his military aml ¢
expericnee combined 1o make
b ol seall,

Cirnham™s military service emded in 19700 when
be retived for health reasons. He then spent a
year asoa civil service engineer involved with
motorway beidge design in the Tan
bub s Wl bstagation of by foemer goomp lemder
at Christchunch returned e the Establishosen in
1971, Alter o -‘|u'll s best Al TeeEr g 1
strmetural testing and Bield inals he transferred o
brigdge design wirk, Promestion followssd when
b st sappemnied 1o Beaid aodies i

During s tiune wl Christchuoreh €
invelved in many progects, mmcladi
Nirportahle Bridge, the Modivm Girder Bria
and Briddging fow the Bk, For many years he was
the UK member of the British, Amencan and
Cierman Military B "'IF"' lh'\l;uu
Cimmip which proshced the cxcellent
Test Code for Military Bridging.” Eventually, in
1400, he becmne head of RARDE (Chrsachurchl,
respuaisable o RARDE 0 hermsey ) for the develop
menil ol the wide range of CIZIMRCT Syl
witlun the Christclarchy progrmme:

Girmham wirs o keen sailor and wais for o num
ber of years seeretary of the Army Si

neering
m walued

1N T} L1

e il

N WS

Assaocrniia, He was also o I|r||=: sdarmidan
active member of the REYC, even afier e
Iroom the 1"”'"." He vreaniscid the
Yurmuoaith et o several occasions

Al the e of 1Y Girduom sullered a bran
haemorrhage and had o retire prematorely,
Hiswiever, with
uvercanie e elfects ol his ilhsess and contined
B oy sailang, wiliieh was his great oy, He alsio
fimsk up iml.-__* ilistimee walking I_1L|r|:_' i i (1S
A-miile or so Phrsest Walk sl the soanth coast,
Unforuaately funher illoess o 1995 Jelt him
conlimed oo wheelchair o mishortune which he
B Wil gt digmity and couirige

Cirnham was an inlections enthusinst in his
work, play i indecd bnoall that e anderioosk,

menl

val strength of cliracier e

Maj G K Booth (p 240)



He enjoyed and contributed much to the sociable
life he led. He was an excellent companion. He
had a great zest for life, which was so sadly and
untimely cut short.

He is survived by his wife, Renate, whom he
married in 1959, and by a son and daughter and
three grandchildren.

BTBB JHJ RCP

Memoirs

Roy Henry, who died recently, aged 71, was,
from 1979 to 1984, Commissioner of the Royal
Hong Kong Police, the highest post to which a
colonial police officer could aspire. During his
time with the force he restored both the image
and morale of Hong Kong's policemen, which
had been at a very low ebb.

Roy was commissioned into the Corps and saw
active service in Palestine before leaving the Amy
in 1948 to take up an appointment with the Malayan
Police where he earned several decorations and was
marked out for early promotion. He was
Comimissioner of Police in Sarawak and Fijt before
moving to Hong Kong in 1973. He was awarded the
Queen’s Police and Colonial Police Medals, and
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in Brief

was appointed LVO and CBE. Sarawak made him a
Dato {its equivalent of knighthood).
Thomas (Tom) Colyer Venning MBE, died
recently at the age of 83. He joined the Corps in
1939 at the outbreak of war, achieving the rank
of Captain. His military career included helping
to establish the Mulberry Harbour, and he
advanced into Europe as far as the Rhine but
was blown up by an antitank mine which pre-
cluded him from further active service.
Returning to civilian life, Mr Venning rejoined
the council, later becamne divisional county sur-
veyor t¢ West Riding County Council, and was
appointed MBE in recognition of his services to
the road industry.



Correspondence

THE FORGOTTEN RESERVES
NON-TERRITORIAL ENGINEER
UNITS 1877 TO 1998

From: Captain J P Mapstone ERD

Sir, — In “The Forgotten Reserves”, Dr Watson
forgot that in the post 1961 AER, there was
40 CRE {Works), which included 106, 147, 108,
and 109 Works Sections, in the latter of which [
was E&MO. Sincerely — J Mapstone,

THE LATE BRIGADIER J G CARR

From: Major D D A Linaker

Sir, — In 1950 1 was z cadet in Dettingen
Company, Sandhurst, when Major, as he then was,
Carr commanded it. He was an excellent company
commander although as cadets [ do not think we
fully appreciated just how privileged we had been
to have him until we endured his successoer, who
although no doubt a good officer just did not stand
comparison. Brigadier Jimmy was very kind to me
at a time when my family fortunes were at a very
low ebb. Without his support I would have had to
return to the ranks to finish off my National
Service commitment or even the regular five-year
engagement on which most cadets were ealisted at
that time. I like to think I repaid his trust by pass-
ing out in the first 20, which brought me the then
considerable prize of £6( and the regiment of my
choice, the Royal Tank Regiment. The prize gave
me adequate funds for all those expenses one
incurs on commissioning.

To one Sapper I owe the fact that [ was com-
missioned and to another I owe my life. This
occurred in 1964 when I was commanding
“C” Squadron 4RTR ia the Radfan. On one of
my frequent drives through the Rubwa Pass the
track surface on a corner of the steep ascent gave
way so that whilst my scout car’s wheels were
turning forwards, it was sliding backwards.
Trooper Durno, my driver, and I scemed
doomed as we moved slowly but surely to a
sheer drop of over 100m. Suddenly the vchicle
came to rest with one wheel overhanging the
cliff. A Sapper captain came up and said, “Oh?
Thank heavens 1 had that rock put there, I was
surc it might be useful.” Alas I did not find out
his name but he was with the ficld squadron that
I think had been flown in from Britain or Kenya
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to support the operations, possibly the 12th. This
squadron made all our lives much more tolerable
as in true Sapper style they not only lifted mines
but improved the base camp facilities to make
life relatively comfortable.

De hope that 1 have not bored you with my
reminiscences but it is probably my best chance
of cxpressing my deep gratitude to your Corps
for all it does for the rest of the Army. Yours
sincerely — David Linaker.

ROY HENRY

Fron: Major R E Ward

Sir, — The obituary in the Daily Telegraph on
21 July 1998 states that Roy Henry served in the
Royal Engineers in Palestine. [See Memoir in
Brief, this Journal. }

I should like to add that, after being granted an
Emergency Commission, Roy served as a sec-
ond lieutenant under my command in 23¢d Field
Company, later 23rd Field Squadron, in
Palestine in [947 and 1948 when we were sup-
porting [st Guards Brigade in Internal Seccurity
Duties and on camp works.

He was a very steady and reliable officer, lik-
able and popular with all ranks and he had a dry
sense of humour. We judged him to be one of
our most outstanding young officers and
believed he would go far. He always said he
would join the Colonial Police when he left the
Army. I am naturally sorry to hear that he has
died so soon but pleased to read how well he did
in the Police, as I had never heard about him
again until I read his obituary last week. Yours
sincerely — Roland Ward.

RAILWAY OPERATIONS IN PALESTINE
1947 TO 1948 A PERSONAL MEMOIR

From: Captain J F Mapstone ERD

Sir, — “Railway Operations in Palestine 1947 to
648", brought buack many unpleasant memories,
especially that of my narrow escape on the
blown up train,

I arrived at Haifa Transit Camp on
27 February, from convalescent leave in Cyprus,
and was told that 1 would have to wait until the
26th for a train to Rafah os that on the 28th was
fully booked. I was in a hurry, as 1295 Stores
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and Workshops unit was waiting at Rafah for me
to take command, preparatory for a move to
Kenya. Movement Control would not alter book-
tngs, but told me that if I found an officer not in
a hurry who would change with me, then they
would accept the change. [ found an Infantry
officer willing to change and so¢ missed the
deadly explosion.

I was told later that a dead donkey on the line,
stuffed with explosive, had been detonated under
the first class carriage, ie under the officers.
Major Rose's article is the first information [
have seen of the number killed. I have often
wondered whether the officer who swapped
seats with me was killed or wounded. Does
Major Rose know how many of the 33 killed
were officers?

[ served three months at Al Jiya, possibly the
most remote and unpleasant Sapper posting in
Palestine, where I had two further close shaves
with death, as we were attacked twice on
Christmas Day when I was the only officer on
duty in the depot.

[ am puzzled as to why the shot sergeant
{p131} climbed through the wire, as there were
many gaps local Arab shepherds used to drive
their flocks through the camp, unti] { shot one -
a sheep, not a shepherd — and put mutton stew
on the menu. Sincerely, — J Mapstone.

CLOSE SUPPORT
ENGINEERS CONTINUED

From: Major R § Hourahane BEng

Sir, — Privileged as [ am to have read an advance
copy of Matthew Whitchurch’s article “Close
Support Engineers Continued”, which is pub-
lished in this issue, and having recently attended
the Combined Arms Tactics Course, [ feel that a
view from the floor might be appropdiate. I will
concentrate solely on the predominate tssue of
whether a squadron can support more than onc
battlegroup {BG). I will consider only support to
armoured or armoured infantry BGs.

This letter is written with the view that tempo
is a key ingredient for success on the manoen-
vrist battlefield; mission command being the
means to maximize tempo. Implicit in this phi-
losophy is the ability to react more quickly than
the enemy with the aim of creating surprise
which is the most effective way to achieve dislo-
cation. Success comes to those who can identify
enemy weakness, often unexpected, and then

apply the required concentration of force at a
precise moment more quickly than the enemy
can react.

The current battiefield scenario is a less dense
non-linear environment where formation
frontages are considerably larger than in the past,
a result of longer weapon ranges and the
increased capability of individual weapon sys-
tems. In order to maximize the potential of
widely dispersed weapon platforms and bring
them to bear on the enemy at a precise point of
influence, timely manoeuvre and support, in the
form of battlefield engineering, is essential,

If tempo is a key to success then manceuvre
support must be immediate. This can only be
guaranteed by manceuvre support assets dedi-
cated to manoeuvre units {BGs). If yon sub-
scribe to the idea that a brigade does not
manoeuvre as a whole but manouevres its BGs
to apply force at the required time and place,
then it follows that it is those BGs that require
integrated mangeuvre support. To take this away
is like removing the tyres from your car; it could
still move on the wheel rims but not quickly.
Given sufficient time, speed could be restored
by refitting the tyres, as mobility could in the
case of the BG by regrouping engineers, In the
case of the car you mightibe late for work, in the
case of the BG you might have missed your
opportunity or, worse, be defeated.

As an example, look at a square armoured
brigade in the advance: in this case two BGs up,
one in depth and one in reserve. The left forward
BG contacts and then fixes the enemy while the
right forward BG manouevres to strike the
enemy flank. In doing this the reconnaissance
from the striking BG identifies a potential enemy
weakness further forward. With both forward
BGs committed, the depth BG is called forward
to exploit the opportunity. Dedicated manocuvre
support within the depth BG would guarantee its
rapid manoeuvre permitting exploitation of the
opportunity. If, as is often the case, the engineers
had been concentrated with the forward BGs then
regrouping could well be required in order to
allow the depth BG to move forward. The time
reguired to do this would result in a loss of tempo
and possibly u lost opportunity.

My argument se far has founded the idea that
manoeuvre BGs require dedicated manoeuvre sup-
port assets; naturally this not only applies to
offence as we are now manoeuvrist in defence.
What size should this manoeuvre support grouping
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take? It is probably safe to state that the most ver-
satile engineer unit contains a mix of armoured and
field enginecrs with & command structure and sup-
porting assets. Applying the rule of three (plan on
three to achieve one as Matthew Whitchurch
explained} the smallest grouping of armoured engi-
neers should be three AVRE and three AVLE, in
other words a troop. When field engincers and sup-
port are added we have a squadron. Hence the
smallest grouping of engineers required for a BG is
an engincer squadron comprising an armoured
troop, a field troop and a support troop.

[ am not advocating that we should never deviate
from this default setting. For deliberate operations
a certain amount of regrouping/reinforcement
might be essential but it must be understood that
to remove engineers from a manoeuvre unit is
done at the penalty of a loss of flexibility and the
ability to exploit an unexpected situation quickly
thereby denying the opportunist his moment,

If an engineer squadron supports more than one
BG then there is a price to be paid in the potential
loss of tempo inflicted when regrouping is
reguired to enable the exploitation of often unex-
pected opporiunities. Working on the principle
that you should expect the unexpected, individ-
ual manoeuvre units must be able to react
quickly and decisively which means that they
must have their own integral manocuvre support
assets. [ therefore support the view that an engi-
neer squadron should not support more than one
BG. Yours — R S Hourahane.

From: Major J A H Welch MA

Sir, — 1 was fortunate in being able to read an
advance copy of Matthew Whitchurch’'s article
“Close Support Engineers Continued”. His con-
tribution is extremely valuable and, as he men-
tions, he has some experience of these issues.
Indecd he wus Training Major in 32 Armoured
Engineer Regiment when [ was a young and
impressionable troop commander. Hence there is
so much that we agree on that { had to think long
and hard as to whether a response was necessary
or not. But [ think there is, albeit in relation to
one issue: that of whether z close support
squadron should support more than one battle-
group {BG).

First, we must be clear on what we are trying
to define. It is nothing more than the most
appropriate organization to provide close engi-
neer support to a manoeuvre BG, and in this
context I mean an armoured or armoured

infantry BG. It needs to be robust, it needs to be
flexible and above all it needs to be so config-
ured as to provide the maximum amount of
capability for the minimum number of vehicles
and personnel. It is this combined synergistic
effect that makes a close support squadroa so
adaptable as to remove the constant requirement
to regroup. So what does Matthew base his
hypothesis on? Well, the following three factors:

= That Sappers help combat arms to ... live, move
and fight”

« That “... RE have to go where the work is.” And
finally that:

+ we will have to regroup.

I agree with them all. The role of Sappers is not
in dispute and of course we go where the work
is; is that not the very reason why we are such a
diverse and varied Corps? And, yes, we will also
have to regroup. In a deliberately planned opera-
tion, when there is sufficient time to regroup into
an assembly area, it will take place and will
include reinforcements, of both men and
materiel, brought about by battle casualties. But
to undertake this regrouping as a routine task on
a highly mobile less dense battlefield using
equipment which is two generations behind the
equipment of the very people we are supporting,
is just a little optimistic. It must be rehearsed,
and regularly, but let’s not make it the basis for
our doctrine as it simply is not best practice:
Exercise Ulan Eagle 1996 proved this peint and
led to the quite serious suggestion published in
the April 1997 Journal that armoured engincers
should be absorbed into the Royal Armoured
Corps! Although I do not subscribe to his rec-
ommendations, Captain Mare Owen made an
equally valuable contribution to this debate in
his article *Royal Engineers or Armoured Corps
Enginecers™ based on his experiences on Exercise
Ulan Eagle 1996. Incidentally an exercise for
which Matthew played a large port in preparing
35 Engincer Regiment for by his organization of
Excrcise Monty's Delight.

On the question of best practice, Matthew cites
that RE squadrons supported more than one BG
before 1990 and they may have to do so again.
My response te this is that we didn’t necessarily
get it right in the 1980s, and hence when
7 Armoured Brigade initizlly deployed to the
Gulf they went with an engincer regiment and
not just their brigaded squadron {accepted prac-
tice at the time). Indeed the very reason why
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close support was introduced as a concept during
the mid 1980s was because we could not get the
right level of engincer support to the right place
in a timely fashion. We were working on pre-
cisely the doctrine which Matthew believes
should still be used.

My final point is that this debate must take
place in the context of current military doctrine.
The requirements of close support engineers are
drawn out by the way combat arms plan to con-
duct war fighting now and in the future. British
military doctrine is now very firmly based on
manoeuvre warfare; it is the standard against
which everything we do should be measured. A
short study of the ten tenets of manceuvre war-
fare would be beneficial:

= Focus on the enemy not on the ground.

* Act more quickly than the enemy can react {get
inside his decision cycle and generate tempo).

* Use mission command ard always designate a point
of main effort.

» Avoid enemy strergths and attack his weaknesses.

« Exploit tactical opportunities {recce-pull).

+ Use reserves to reinforce success not failore,

* Be unpredictable, treat afl situations as unigue.

* Support movement by fire and manocuvre,

* Command from the front/from where you can best
assist the main effort.

« Act boldly and decisively.

All these lead to destroying the enemy’s cohe-
sion rather than defeating him in detail. They
assume the ability to manoeuvre freely and at a
high tempo in order te outwit an opponent.
Hence we must have close support engineer
organizations which are robust, flexible and
adaptable without the need constantly to regroup;
a process which is time consuming, creates fric-
tion and leads to a lack of momentum. Matthew’s
historical evidence is compelling, but I am mind-
ful of Romumel's initial successes in the Western
Desert, of the Israeli’s manoeuvre in 1973 to cre-
ate the conditions for a ceasefire and, naturally,
the deep manoeuvre operations in the Gulf. We
must learn from history. But it must be a process
which is achieved by identifying the lessons and
applying them to different circurnstances of mod-
ern warfare. We must not fight the next war by
preparing for the last.

My submission is therefore simple. 1 believe
that close support docirine should be based on a

close support squadron supporting only one BG.
This is, in my opinion, current best practice and
[ have not been persuaded otherwise. It gives
BGs the best opportunity to manoenvre in the
high-tempec operations that are currently identi-
fied. Like Matthew I appeal to others to join in
this debate, especially those with recent expert-
ence of close support operations, That said, [ am
very grateful to Maithew for responding to my
article for now I know that at least one person
read it! Yours — J A H Welch.

WELLINGTON AT WATERLOO

From: Colonel G W A Nupier MA

Sir, — You may be interested in the following
extract from a letter received recently from
Hr Peter Hofschrier, suthor of “The Waterloo
Campaign”, reviewed in the August Journal:

“My publisher has just sent me a copy of the REJ
containing your most interesting review of my recent
publication, so I thought T would take the opportunity
of writing to thank you for your kind efforts and to
raise a couple of points with you. ...

*... to your point *“Wellington's motivation was to frus-
trate Prussia’s expansionist ambitions although it scems
highly unlikely that he would deliberately risk an allied
defeat to this end.’ I would agree with that. However, 1
think we should differentiate between Wellington’s
political strategy, which was to limit Prussian expan-
stonism, and the military situation in which he found
himself on the evening of 15 June 1815, By 6pm on
15 June, Wellington must have realised that he had lost
a vital day. He needed to regain that time and complete
the concentration of his forces. He had just heard from
Bliicher that aft of the Prussiar army would be concen-
trated in the Sombreffe position the next day. Thus,
Wellington acted in the firm belief that {he] would be
able to hold his own on 16 June, but knew that without
his support, Blicher could not beat Napoleon.
Wellington was not deliberately risking an aflied defeat,
Qver the coming hours, Wellington continued to exag-
gerate the extent of his concentration to Blicher, Only
at the meeting at Brye on the aftemoon of 16 June did
Wellington first hear that Billow’s Corps was not going
to arrive that day, and that the Prussians were in danger
of being defeated. By then, it was too late for him to go
back on his promises. My view is that the deception of
Bliicher was expedicncy and went wrong because of
faulty Prussian stoff work. It was not part of a ‘preat
conspiracy” in pursuit of British foreign policy.”

Yours sincerely — Gerald Napier.
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LIVING WITH DANGER
CarraiN (RETDY H W BECKINGHAM

Published by Countyvise, | & 3 Grove Road,
Rock Ferry, Birkenhead, Wirral, Merseyside,
LA42 3X5 - Price £7
ISBN 1901231638

VERY few books have been written about
wartime Bomb Disposal. Very few records were
kept and even fewer photographs were taken.

This book has a sub-title: The memoirs of a
Bomb Disposal Officer, and is thus one person’s
vicw of his war. It describes the trauma suffered
by young bomb disposal officers, some of whom
still suffer the consequences.

Harry Beckingham jeined the TA, as a sapper,
just 75 days before war was declared on
3 September 1939. In May 1940 he was posted
to one of the first Bomb Disposal Parties RE
(with a full complement of one lance corporal,
one sapper and one driver) and relates the kind
of war experienced by them in those early days.
Although 25 companics were authorized in June
1940, it was two to three months before the
organization was fully established and opera-
ticnal. They were soon working flat out, dealing
with 20 German HE bombs in June, 100 in July,
300 in August and over 2000 in September.

The bock describes what it was like during the
Blitz, when all were working flat out dealing
with the ever-increasing number of unexploded
bombs appearing daily on the list of “Bombs to
be dealt with!” Also covered is the work the
author carried out in the Channel Islands; very
much a “one off”. No other subaltern was given
such an enormous task, that of being responsible
for the clearance of some 70,000 mines and
other explosive ordnance. It is described in
much detail with reference to maps and photos
and is a4 very good read. As a result of his
endeavours Harry is always a most welcome vis-
itor to the Channel Islands and his work will
always be remembered.

From a historical point of view, it is sad that
many of the mines he rendered safe were
dumped into an unused guarry on the island and
are new the responsibility of 33 Engineer
Regiment {EQD) to clear — some 50 vears later!

EEW
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KEEP YOUR HEAD DOWN
BERNIE BRUEN

Published by The Book Guild Ltd, 25 High
Street, Lewes, Sussex, BN7 2LU — Price £15
ISBN 1 85776 262 2

In this book Bernic Bruen has described in great
detail what it was like to serve in and command
a small close-knit team responsible for the dis-
posal of unexploded ordnance on land, on ships
and under the water, during and after the
Falklands conflict. (He commanded the Fleet
Clearance Diving Team No 3.} Details of the
work undertaken by the Fleet Clearance Diving
Teams in the Falklands are well-known and doe-
umented within explosive ordnance disposal
(EOD) circles. However, this book, written in a
personal and distinctive manner, gives an excel-
lent impression of the tensions, pressures and
very real dangers faced by one such team, in a
way which is clearly understandable to military
and civilian readers with no knowledge of the
subject. The story is interspersed with his and
others’ poems which deseribe the feelings of the
time and add greatly to the story.

The book, based on logbooks and notes written
at the time by Lt Bruen, describes the pressures
on professional clearance divers and also the
voluntary work undertaken by the team; for
example their work assisting the medical teams
when casualtics were at their peak. He also
describes the ways in which he and the team
were able to unwind.

Known throughout the RN Clearance Diver
Branch for his musical ability on the fiddle, an
instrument he tock with him everywhere, in the
Falklands he played it for every occasion, for
refaxation in the team’s makeshift shore accom-
modation or aboard ship, and during burial ser-
vices for casualties.

Throughout the book his unique leadership
skills arc plainly visible but in common with
most small EOD units, discipline is based upon
respect and mutual dependence upon each
ather's skills, rather than the rank worn on the
uniform. The team clcarly shared everything:
risks, accommeodation, discomfort and above all
an appreciatien of each other’s professional abil-
ity. To many the obvious usc of Christian and
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nicknames between ranks may seem alien but to
anyone who has served in such circumstances it
is both acceptable and understandable. As Vice
Admiral Sir Donald Gibson wrote in the
Fereword to the book: “It’s not surprising that
senior officers, of more conventional mould,
sometimes tock fright when they saw you lot
coming.” Nevertheless Lieutenant N (Bernie)
Bruen RN ended his naval career as a full
Commander MBE DSO.

[ recommend this book to anyone who wants to
know what it was really like from the naval
point of view.

ASH

MONTY’S HIGHLANDERS
PATRICK DELAFORCE

Published by Tom Donovan Publishing Lid,
2 Newport Street, Brighton, BNZ2 3HL -
Price £18.95
ISBN: 1-871085-40-3

PaTrick Delaforce’s  history  of the
51st Highiand Division in the Second World
War is in the clipped, chrenological style of a
war diary. However, the cumulative effect is a
graphic account of the unrelenting, repetitive
arind, which is the ot of the infantryman in war,
To follow the First World War reputation of the
“Ladies from Hell” was an unenviable task for the
reconstituted Highland Division which went to
France in January 1940. Delaforce describes how
the vibrant, proud Division more than met this
challenge in the battle for France. He also
describes the despair when it was sacrificed, in
the debacle which resulted in the decimation and
capture of most of the Division at St Valéry, The
re-formation of the Division and the vigour with
which it set about putting this disaster behind it
says ¢ good deal for the depth of Scottish
National pride. Delaforce conveys this period
with a host of personal anecdotes and details of
the personalities and units involved. This is a
style he uses throughout the book and which
brings the accouat to life. It also provides a useful
basis for those who seek to trace details of “who
was where and when” throughout the subsequent
travels of the Division in the Second World War.
With St Valéry to avenge and two years of
training under their belts the men of the Highland
Division were eager to “blood” themselves in
battle. Their chance came at the battle of

El Alamein ard the reputation they forged for
themselves there was to place others in awe of
them for the rest of the war, Though the
Division fought well in North Africa and in
Sicily, it is questionable whether it ever again
reached the heights of determination and corpo-
rate battlefield dash seen at El Alamein. In
Normandy it was a disappointment. Delaforce’s
account gives due praise for the spirit, valour
and successes of the Division but it does not
gloss over the effect which unremitting effort
and relentless casualties, so often among the best
men leading from the fromt, have upon a forma-
tion, That the Diviston regained its ¢lan for the
advance across Germany to end the war speaks
volumes for the sheer stoicism and courage of
the individuals who proudly wore the “Highland
Decorators™ insignia.

This is a book which those who served in the
wartime Division will enjoy because they, or
many of those they knew, are mentioned in it It
is also a book for those who seek to understand
the real effect of war upon individuals involved
in the “sharp end”. The story it tells will fill
Scotsmen with pride and no “HD" fan’s book-
shelf will be complete without it

CMD

PASSCHENDAELE IN PERSPECTIVE:
THE THIRD BATTLE OF YPRES
Edited by PETER H LibDLE

Published by Pen and Sword Baoks, 47 Church
Street, Barnsley, 570 2AS - Price £25
ISBN 0 85052 588 8

PASSCHENDAELE! Even after some 80 years it is
one of the most evocative names in the roll eall
of British battles. From July to November 1917
the British and Commonwealth Armies.fought
one of the bloodiest battles of the First World
War in appalling weather conditions. During a
3%-month period Passchendaele became synony-
mous with death in a sea of mud.

Yet this book is much more than just an account
of the battle. The key element is the phrase “In
Perspective”. It examines the wider political,
strategic and technical perspectives and as such
gives an insight into all aspects of the critical war
years. The result is a bock which inadvertently
gives a fascinating view of the whole war rather
than a detailed history of a specific battle. Its
wider dimensions make it an ideal introduction
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for new students of the First World War, Its
detailed accounts of specific elements make it
ideal for the more experienced and specialist ama-
teur historian; a rare achievement in one book.
This effect is uchieved as the book is a coilection
of 30 independent essays and not a homogenous
history of the campaign. The breadth of topics is
impressive. They include “High Politics”, “The
Tactical Problem and Infantry in the Salient™, and
“The Weather in 1917". The wide variety this
book displays is best summed up by the titles of
two chapters — “Passchendaele — the Maritime
Dimension™ and “The Planned Amphibious
Assault™! Not quite what your reviewer expected
in a history of Passchendacle!

The detail in each of the essays is such that there
is something in this beok for all students of the
First World War. The joy is that the Sappers come
out of it so well. References to their exploits
abound, be it in front line occupations such as
mining or in the huge effort of logistic support.
Some 76,000 men were employed in building,
maintaining and operating the railway systems
supporting the front! The development of field
survey merits a chapter on its own. The need for
accurate cartography and survey for ficld antillery
is comprehensively detailed. Its success allowed
for the provision of genuinely accurate and effec-
tive artillery fire. The result was that targets werc
effectively neutralized and, more importantly,
German counter attacks, a constant feature of all
engagements, smashed on their start lines, The
horrendous effect such bombardments played in
the Germans' defeat was accurately described in
General von Kuhl's account of the battle, a trans-
lation of which appeared in a recent edition of the
British Army Review.

Two key elements emerge from this book. The
first is the devastating effect of the weather. The
rainfall in August 1917 was over five times the
amount for the same period in 1915 and 1516.
Despite the best efferts of the Royal Engineers’
Meteorological Section in attempting to forecast
dry perieds, many crucial attacks literally
bogged down. The second is the way in which
tactics evolved continuously throughout the war
years. The bitter lessons of failure learned at
such high cost to lifc in 1915 and 1916 werc
studied and changes implemented. By 1917, the
technique of “bitc and held” based on effective
combined arms operations was proving success-
ful. The German perception in 1917 was that the
British tactics were unstoppable — praise indeed!

In summary, an unusual but extremely infor-
mative book. It details the tactical and technical
advances, which were constantly being made in
an attempt to overcome the natural advantages
that technology had given to defence. It goes a
long way to dispel the old adage of lions led by
donkeys while reflecting on and detailing the
horrors of a truly frightening campaign.
Perspective allows the campaign to be examined
strategically. Passchendaele, so often scen as a
failure, was a success. The mud, rain and horrors
of Third Ypres did not break the British Army,
but did mark the beginning of the end for the
Germar Army,

A first class book that will be of great interest
to all those interested in the First World War.
Strongly recommended.

RW

WITH THE RANK AND PAY OF A SAPPER
— 216 (NUNEATON) ARMY TrOOPS CoMpaNy RE
iN THE GREAT WAR

JAMES SAMBROOK

Published by Paddy Griffiths Associates,
22 Callendar Close, Nuneaton,
CVII6LU — Price £20
ISBN (09521488-3-8

Tuis is an absolute gem of a bock and a really
good read throughout its 250 pages of pho-
tographs, text and notes. Written by an English
professor at Southampton University with no
background in military history, it could be a bit
creaky around the edges. However, under the
stewardship of Paddy Griffiths (well known to
HQ EinC staff of DZ's vintage, for his superb
battlefield tour of the “Last 100 Days of the
Great War™) it is no such thing,

James Sambrook sets out to tell the history of
216 (Army Troops) Cempany RE through the
reminiscences of his father and surviving memo-
rabiliz of other members of the company, and
his book is a fascinating record of life within a
small, clese knit, unit such as a RE squadron
when at war. _

216 Fortress Company was authorized uader a
Kitchener scheme in 1915, one of 48 such com-
panies to be raised by town councils, Recruited
under a similar idea to the Pals battalions {whose
huge casualtics in the Baitie of the Somme tore
such a devastating hole in the social structure of
the UK, the repercussions of which were felt far
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beyond the end of the Great War) its recruits
came almost exclusively from the Nuneaton area
which gave the unit a family feel and a unigue
way of doiag business. Recruiting was sponsored
by the Mayor of Nuneaton and he was allowed to
nominate an QC, one Mr (later Captain) Cook
who was the Borough Surveyor and who had
some very basic military experience; he had been
a sergeant in the Territorial Force as well as the
Commandant of both the Church Lads’ Brigade
and the Nureaton Citizens Training Corps! One
cannot but feel that there was a deal of compul-
sion to join, particularly for recruits in key trades
but the amateur ethos of the whole procedure
beggars belief,

The book deals with 216 Company’s war
chronologically. The early chapters are about
recruting and training. Arthur, James Sambrook’s
father, at 17 years and 6 weeks, was number 45 on
the company roll and, rather than receive his
King's Shilling, was given a Woodbine. Training
consisted of PT, drill, infantry skills and some
combat engineering but, being local men and
given the scarcity of barrack accommodation, all
recruits lived at home until the unit moved to
Buxton, a RE training centre, where the company
was introduced to Army food, a salutary contrast
to the home comforts of Nuneaton.

Via Le Havre in early 1916 the company moved
slowly to war by train and on foot into the Loos
arca where they first experienced shellfire — T was
not frightened for the first time, more curious!” —
and suffered their first KIAs (killed in action) a
week after. Field fortifications and heavy bridging
were their lot next, in the Lens arca which was, in
early 1916, relatively unspoiled in Great War terms.

In late 1916 they moved to 2nd Army in the
Ypres area where they were employed almost con-
tinually on development of a water supply system
to serve the Salient. After 3rd Ypres, the company
moved south again in the New Year 1918, to
Peronne, where work involved the construction of
defence lines and infrastructure. A new task was
heavy bridging which Gereral Gough, command-
ing 5th Army, wanted in place to withdraw heavy
equipment across in the event of a German attack.
Caught up in the van of the attack with 18 Corps,
they demolished bridges that they had previously
buiit and fought as infantry as part of Carey's
Force, a scratch grouping of engineer units includ-
ing some US railway engineers, and with the
Canadians at Hangard Wood. Surprisingly, given
the shock of the German attacks, morale did not

break and from April 1918 the company started to
repair the bridges which they had demolished dur-
ing the retreat. Moved to Amiens just after the
“Black Day of the German Army” battle they then
bridged almost continually until the end of the war.

This is aet a particularly glamourous yarn but
it gives an accurate feel for how run of the mill
non-infantry units spent their war and there is
much in the book which must attract the Sapper
and Great War historian alike. It wasn’t an easy
war for 216 Company but it wasn't as bad as it
might have been. The company retained its
morale, cohesiveness and essential character and
many friends who had enlisted together came
home together. One of these was Arthur
Sambrock who lived until the late 1970s. Its
well worth a read.

MDC
RAJ
THE MAKING AND UNMAKING OF BRITISH INDIA
LAWRENCE JAMES

Published by Little, Brown and Company,
Brittenham House, Lancaster Place, London,
WC2E 7EN — Price £25
ISBN 0 316640 727

FHIS massive work is a scholarly and well pre-
sented study of the period 1740 to 1947 which is
likely to become the standard textbook for future
students. It contains a number of comparatively
minor errors of fact and spelling which give rise
to some doubts as to its general accuracy and
some more serious ones, which need to be
pointed cut.

The minor errors include Jumma for Jumna
{now of course known as Yamuna} and mention
of Humayun as a place rather than the tomb of
the Emperor Humayun. The Indian
Distinguished Service Medal was instituted in
the 1840s not in 1907, Regimental Headquarters
RE proudly display to this day the names of
14 men, all Hindu brahmans from Awadh, who
were awarded the IDSM for their bravery at the
Siege of Dethi in 1857. The Durand Line mark-
ing the frontier between India and Afghanistan
in 1893 was laid out unilaterally by Sir Henry
Mortimer Durand at the request of the Amir,
rather than by his brother Colonel Algeron.

More serious is the use of the term Bengalis for
soldiers of the pre-Mutiny Bengal Army. In fact
since Bengalis do not make good soldiers, they
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were recruited from the Kingdom of Awadh - high
caste Shizh Muslims for the cavalry and high caste
Hindu brahmans for the infantry and sappers. This
had a big impact on the ongin and progress of the
Mutiny. It was the ill-judged protest of the
85 Muslims of the 3rd Cavalry at the unsympathetic
behaviour of their Colonel, which led to the prema-
ture outbreak at Meerut on 10 May 1857, which
actually saved India for the British. If it had taken
place as planned three weceks later, every British
soldier in India would have been In church with his
rifle locked in the armoury.

The Amritsar affair had a sericus impact on
Indo-British relations. There was undoubtedly
unrest in the Punjab at the time when Brigadier
Dyer, an embittered man who had been passed
over for promotion, was sent to Amritsar to sort
things ont. He was determined to make an
impression and took personal charge of a pla-
toon of Indian soldiers whom he led to the
Jallianwala Bagh. The correct procedure for
dealing with an unruly gathering of civilians,
which he must have rehearsed many times, was
first 1o blow a warning bugle, then to fire one
single round at an chvious ring-leader, then if
that did not work, to order three men to fire three
rounds each. In this case that would probably
have done the trick, since many among the
crowd were women and children pilgrims, wait-
ing to visit the nearby Golden Temple. He
ordered his men to open fire without any restric-
tion, and the result of firing 1650 rounds into the
erowd was some 2500 casualties.

Wavell's plan called Operation Floovd-tide in
February 1947, called for an orderly withdrawal
of British authority starting from the south of
India over a period of three years. It would prob-
ably have produced 2 happier result than
Partition, but Attlee’s government, having come
to power with a promise of the early return of ail
British soldiers, was unable to accept Wavell's
requirement of two divisions of British troops to
keep order during the transitional period.

Lady Mountbatten's sympathy for the unfortu-
nate villagers displaced by Partition may or may
not have been genuine, but your reviewer
remembers showing her round a pathetic refugee
camp at Amritsar in August 1947, when she
smilingly patted the heads of starving children,
but said to mec behind her hand, “God! Don’t
they stink!"”

‘Auchinleck did his best as Commander-in-Chief
but was wrong to accept Major Shahid Hamid as

his only ADC. Shahid was a charming man but
came from the Shiahs of Awadh, making him
clearly biased. It would have been wiser for the
Auk to have had a Sikh or Hindu officer as a sec-
ond ADC.

To sum up, there is no doubt that this record of
200 years of rule, shows that the British pulled
India out of the Middle Ages and gave her splen-
did canals, roads, railways, harbours, airperts
and hospitals. India and Pakistan also gained
schools, colleges and universities, a sound legal
system and a magnificent army. They have
therefore been left with a solid framework on
which they have used their intelligence and
capacity for hard work, to build two commer-
cially viable nations.

However it would appear that the British exit
from India was too hurried. Neither of the two
countrics was ready to take on the democratic
government of large numbers of diverse popula-
tions of different origins and religions. History
will decide the ocutcome in due course,

The Indian Native States were shabbily treated,
Most of the Rulers had looked after their people
to the best of their ability. They had been loyal to
Britain, and trusted that Lord Mountbatten, as a
relation of the King Emperor would look after
their interests. Now their people find they have to
pay higher taxes to a less benevolent government.

WGAL

Based on an originat review for the RUST Journal,
published in October 1998, courtesy RUSIL

SOLDIERS OF THE RAJ
ALAN J Guy AND PETER B BOYDEN

Published by National Army Musewn
Publications, Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea,
London, SW3 4HT — Price £29.95
ISBNG9GI72] 352

THis extremely handsome book was issued by
the National Army Museum in connection with
their Special Indian Army Exhibition in 1997 on
the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the
Independence of India,

The text includes fourtcen authoritative and
well-illustrated chapters written by experts on
the composition, organization, weapons and uni-
forms of the Indian Army since 1600, Of partic-
ular interest are the chapters on Race, Caste,
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Mutiny and Discipline, with a reassessment of
the impact of the Great Mutiny of 1857, referred
to by some Iadian writers as the First War of
Independence, on the performance of the Indian
Army in two world wars and on the way in
which the traditions of the old Indian Army have
been inherited by the new armies of India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh.

This book will be of particular interest to sap-
pers as it includes not only the accounts and
photographs of the work of the Bengal, Bombay
and Madras Sappers and Miners in various oper-
ations, but also describes the invaluable contri-
butions made by RE officers in the fields of
survey, canals, roads and railways.

The best part of the book is the Exhibition
Catalegue, which contains more than 100 pages,
mastly in full colour, showing the uniforms,
medals, weapons, paintings, photographs and
other memorabilia which are held in the
National Army Museurm.

This hook will be of absorbing interest to all
those who have lived or served in India and will
encourage them to see for themselves what the
National Army Museum has to offer.

WGAL

Based on an original review for the Pennant
published in November 1998,
Courtesy the Officers’ Pensions Society,

KITCHENER
TUE ROAD TO OMDURMAN
Joun PoLLocK

Published by Constable and Company Lrd,
3 The Lanchesters, 162 Fulham Palace Road,
London, W6 9ER — Price £20
ISBN 009 479140 6

A Semtor officer at Chatham some years ago,
when discussing the difference between Gunners
and Sappers, was heard to say that the former
had lots of old metal with holes in, while
Sappers had national heroes. Unfair, but we do
scem to go in for household names, be they
Napier, Burgoyne, Gordon or even, perhaps,
Blashford-Snellt But certainly Kitchener is one
of the best known and this new biography, to
coincide with the 100th anniversary of the Battle
of Omdurman, is timely.

The sub-title 1s somewhat misleading as John
Pollock’s excellent book takes us up to the end

of the South African War, with a further volume
to fellow. It gives a very good insight into
Kitchener's somewhat complex character begin-
ring with his rather lonely childhood in Ireland
and Switzerland, his mother dying when he was
only 14. His eyesight was poor and, with a
severe squint, he was no good at ball games or
shooting — at one time he had three gun dogs,
“Bang”, “Miss”, and “Damn”! Goodnéss only
knews why he was poertrayed in that famous
poster with the title “Your Country Needs You”™
as with his squint people never knew who he
was talking (o, so perhaps it was the man next
door who was really needed? His austere counte-
nance was enhanced when he was badly
wounded in the face at the Battle of Suakin, on
the Red Sea coast of Sudon, at the age of 37.

Kitchener was commissioned into the Corps in
1871 and three years later was in Palestine, and
thus began his long association with the Middle
East. No ordinary soldier, he studied Hebrew,
was proficient in Arabic and had a keen interest
in history and archaeology. He was responsible
for the first comprehensive survey of both
Palestine and Cyprus and is arguably the most
famous surveyor the Corps has ever produced.
His subsequent military career was unusual even
for a Sapper: a British vice-consul in Turkey,
Second-in-Command of the Cavalry in the new
Egyptian Army, Governor-General of the Eastern
Sudan, Commander of the Egyptian Police Force
and then, in 1892 Sirdar of the Egyptian Army
and the avenger of Gordon at the Battle of
Omdurman. Scon after this he was off to South
Africa as Chief of Staff to Lord Roberts, taking
over as Commander-in-Chief in 1900,

John Pollock has had unprecedented access to
the Kitchener Papers and the Royal Archives, as
well as to the extensive background information
held by the Corps, and this has enabled him to
bring cut all the many facets of Kitchener’s char-
acter and add some much needed balance to what
has been said in previous biographies. Painfully
shy, disliking personal pubiicity, “K” was often
misunderstood, but those whe knew him well
realized that under his somewhat brusque manner
lay a very caring person with a deep Christian
faith. As his portrait in the Chatham Mess brings
cut, he was o striking figure and one of his
Confidential Reports describes him as very capa-
ble, clear-headed and ambitious but not popular
and somewhat lacking in tact and manner, He
was also described-as a fine gallant soldier and
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“very successful in dealing with erientals”, a
politically incorrect phrase one would not be
allowed to get away with today! In those days
before radic communications, Kitchener was
always eager to see things for himself and, with-
out being foolhardy, he always teok the same
risks as his men and liked to move close to the
contact squadron of cavalry, However, he was a
poor delegator, and administration was not reaily
his forte, His superiors found him difficult to
deal with at times as he could be obstinate and
was inclined to keep information to himself.
Nevertheless, he carned their respect, though
they must have been suspicious of his friendship
with Lord Salisbury and his direct access to the
Queen with whom he kept up a long correspon-
dence. All this is well brought out by the author.

It is fashionable these days for biographers,
wishing to write something “different” to deni-
grate their subjects who, until then, had been
revered figures. Kitchener has been the victim of
these so-called historians, usually people with a
journalistic background and a penchant for
appearing in so-called “television documecntaries™.
Kitchener has been portrayed as a bratal sadist
who publically humiliated and flogged his Dervish
captive and slaughtered the wounded. None of this
was true, as John Pollock’s research shows. “K”
was also the centre of a storm in South Africa
when he concentrated Boer families living in iso-
lation into hurriedly built camps. These concentra-
tion camps, though they had none of the sinister
connotations of later Nazl concentration camps,
have been unfairly compared to them in rccent
years. In fact the motives were humanitarian,
Kitchener wishing to bang in families from their
precarious existence in the veldt, but the Boer
women, used to living in isolated farms, had no
conception of communal living and hygiene was
virtually non-existent, with epidemics and a rising
death rate following. The author does not try to
make excuses for him and Kitchener must bear
some responsibility for the delay in bringing out
experienced administrators, but he was as horri-
fied as anyone at the conditions. Sadly, he will be
remembered in South Africa for the camps rather
than for the enlightened peace conditions he per-
suaded the British government to settle for.

There bave often been whispers that Kitchener
was homosexual and John Pollock devotes a
whole appendix to “Kitchener and Sex”, surely a
sad reflection on our modern society which
seemns suspicious of any unmarried person, male

or female. In Kitchener’s day, and indeed right
up to the late 19580s and the widespread introduc-
tion of air travel, it was quite usual for soldiers
and colonial administrators to spend long periods
of their lives abroad, with fcw opportunitics for
marriage. There was nothing unusual in being
single, but Kitchener, a shy and rather private
individual, did contemnplate marriage on more
than one occasion though, in the particular case
of Hermione Baker, to whom he was devoted,
she died of typhoid at a very young age.

This volume ends with Kifchener's triumphal
return to Eagland from South Africa, inundated
with horours and decorations. The one that
delighted him most was probably the award of
the newly founded Order of Merit, the King
bestowing it on him personally, saying that he
was the first to be invested. Kitchener was held
in great respect and how right it is that we
should pay homage to him a hundred years after
his greatest victory. And what a fitting tribute it
would be if Kitchener on his charger could gal-
lop from Chatham and find his final resting
place on the vacant plinth outside the National
Gallery in Trafalgar Square! GLC

BELOVED IMPERIALIST
H B GoobatL

Published by The Pentiand Press, 1 Hutton Close,
South Church, Bishop Auckland, DL14 6XG
— Price £15.00
ISBN I 85821 557 9

For a Royal Engineer to have become a colonial
governor was a rare event, but Sir Gordon
Guggisberg became Governor of the Gold Const
{now Ghana) from 1919 to 1927 and gained the
respect and affection of the Africans he governed.

Dr Goodall, the author, 1s a tropical discases
pathologist and has taught in hospitals at Accra
and Kumasi. He became intrigued to know why
the government of Ghana, ten years after indepen-
dence, had erccted a statue to a colonial govemor
outside Korle Bu Hospital in Accra. On investiga-
tion, he became fascinated by the extraordinary
carcer of this remarkable man, and consequently
wrote this short and very readable biography of Sir
Gordon Guggisberg KCMG DSO.

The author relates how the young Gordon
came to be commissioned into the Royal
Enginecrs in 1889, and seconded to the Colonial
Office in 1902. It was during the twelve years he



REVIEWS 253

then spent in the topographical and cadastral sur-
vey of the Gold Coast and Nigeria that he
became so impressed with the calibre of his
African staff that he determined that the full
potential of their people should be realized.

Guggisberg returned to England for the First
World War and had a brilliant record, starting as
OC 94 Field Company and becoming brigadier-
general commanding 170th Infantry Brigade.

After the war, he determined to return to the
Gold Coast and, assisted by his wife Decima
{who also had a distinguished war record} and
several influential friends, he persuaded the
Secretary of State for the Colonies, Viscount
Milner, to appeint him Governor of the Gold
Coast in succession to Sir Hugh Clifford. The
Colonial Office was not particularly plcased
with his appointment and was even more upset
to receive, even before he left England, a
detailed and ambitious plan for improving the
infrastructure of this colony. It involved the
building of a harbour and the improvement of
the railway system to facilitate trade, and
included far-reaching plans for the health and
education of the people.

Dr Goodall clearly sets out how Sir Gordon
Guggisberg, with unswerving determination,
achieved all his aims during the eight years of
his governorship, Takoradi harbour was built,
and the railway from Takoradi to Kumast and
Accra to Kumasi constructed or re-laid; during
both of these tasks his knowledge as an engineer
enabled him personally to supervise the work.
Korle Bu hospital was built, the first major hos-
pital in West Africa, and Sir Gordon's insistence
on the importance of educating the native people
within their own country led to the founding of
Achimota College.

The two maps of the Gold Coast are mere
sketches; a well drawn map of the country in
Guggisberg's day would have been better. The
reasons for the mutual dislike between Sir
Gordon and his predecessor, Sir Hugh Clifford,
remain a mystery {though Dr Goodall indicates
that he may explore this at a later date} and one
would like to have learnt more about the formi-
dable Decima, Lady Guggisberg, to whom Sir
Gordon appears to have owed 2 great deal.
These are minor criticisms of a well-written
book full of interest, which leaves one with a
desire to know more about this man and the
country te which he devoted such a large part of
his life. PEGC

A HISTORY OF THE PENINSULAR
WAR. VOLUME VIII
THE Bi1OGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY OF BRITISH
OrrFICcERS KiLLED AND WouxDED, 1808-1814
JOHN A HALL

Published by Greenhill Books,
Lionel Leventhal Lid, 1 Russell Gardens,
London, NWi1 9NN — Price £35
ISBN 1-85367-315-3

GREENHILL Books has republished the seven vol-
umes of Sir Charles Oman’s “History of the
Peninsular War™ and they have taken the rather
unusual step of adding this useful eighth vol-
ume, which has been compiled by Dr Hall.

As the author comments in his Introduction, a
gentleman named Lionecl Challis spent almost
40 years compiling biographical details for all
the 10,600 or so British officers who served in
the Peninsular War, Unfortunately this prodi-
gious task was never published and much of the
information has now been lost. This new, 640-
page volume, is limited in its use since it has
been reduced to 3000 entries by only including
details of those who were killed or wounded (it
also excludes those who died from natural

" causes or due to accidents), but even this number

was an enormous task and it took the author
seven years to research and compile. While the
information on infantry and cavalry officers
appears to be reasonably comprehensive, apart
from the better known individuals such as
Fletcher and Burgoyne, the information on
Royal Engineers is rather sparse. It is probable
that the author has never heard of the RE Library
or Conolly’s “Brief Memoirs of RE Officers™, so
he did not contact the library to obtain the com-
prehensive information that is avaiiable.

It would be unfair to criticize in detail this
extensive volume, but RE readers may wish to
know that a total of 109 Royal Enginecrs served
in the Peninsular War, which excludes Sub
Lieutenants of the Royal Military Artificers and
Engineer officers of the King's German Legion.
Of these 109, 24 were killed, one died due to
natural causes and a further 25 were wounded.
The Dictionary does not include Lieutenant H
Davy, who was killed on 10 January 1809 when
blowing up a bridge on the retreat to Corunna, or
Lieutenant S Trench who died on 10 June 1811
from wounds he received when demolishing the
ruins of the fortress at Almeida in May that year.
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The author presumably classified these two as
accidental deaths. Captain P Patton is included
as wounded at the siege of Badajoz in June
1811; in fact he was hit by a musket ball when
making a reconnaissance on the night of
8/9 June, evacuvated from Badajoz to Lisbon in a
spring wagon and died from his wound on
17 June so he should have been shown as killed.
Of those wounded, Captain J F Birch and
Lieutenants P Barry, G Gipps and S C Melhuish
do not have an entry; Birch was shot through the
thigh at the battle of Valmesada on 7 November
1808 when serving with the Spanish army of
Blake as a Military Agent [adviser], Barry was
severely wounded by a grape-shot in the groin
on 31 August 1813 when leading a party to the
breach at the storm and capture of San
Sebastian, Gipps received a slight bayonet
wound in his left arm when leading the right col-
umn to the assault on Fort Picurina on 25 March
1812 at the siege of Badajoz and Melhuish was
wounded on the afternoon of 1 April when
employed in the trenches at the same siege.

JTH

SALIENT POINTS 1 & 2
CAMEOS OF THE WESTERN FRONT — YPRES
SecTOR 1914-18
ToONY SPAGNOLY anD TED SMITH
ISBN (1) 0-85052-319-2

ISBN {2) 0-85052-610-8

LADYSMITH
COLENSO/SrIon Kor, BOER WAR
Lewis CHILDS

ISBN 0-85052-6116

Published by Pen & Sword Books Lid,
47 Church Street, Barnsley, South Yorkshire,
. S702AS
Price, all; £9.95 each

THREE more handy (A5 size) and well-presented
beoks in the “Battleground” series. Salient
Points [ 13 a reprint but contains a whole chapter
on tunnelling in the Wytschaete area. This and
Salient Points 2 are laid out in chapters, each a
complete story in itself about ar individual, a
place or an tncident.

Ladysmith is more specifically a battlefield guide
and very useful it would be to anyone planning
their own venture into the area, perhaps for the
forthcoming centenary. Despite the book’s title,

the battle on Wagon Hill which arguably saved
Ladysmith and in which Robert Digby Jones won
a posthumeous VC, is not mentioned.

GWAN

STORMING ST NAZAIRE
By James G DORRIAN

Published by Pen & Sword Books, 47 Church
Street, Barnsley, 870 2AS8 — Price £19.95
ISBN 0 83052 419 9

I the 1939-45 war there were many episodes
where examples of personal bravery and devo-
tion to duty could be found. The raid on
St Nazaire differed from these in that it was one
of the relatively smali number of military actions
which gave the impression of taking place, as it
were, i a vacuum, rather than as a part of o
larger campaign. Partly for this recason
St Nazaire stands out in the history of the war.
The concept of the raid was, to say the least,
bold, verging on the foolhardy. Those participat-
ing met the challenge.

As 10ld by James Domian the story does not con-
cern itself over much with strategry but dwells
rather on the incredible bravery and self-sacrifice
of the participants. Nevertheless the background to
Operation Chariot is well documented and the sit-
gation in 1942 is vividly described. The writer of
this review was slightly put off by a few clichés in
the first chapter — “lash out from behind the shelter
of Churchill’s bombastic oratory”, “the glittering
prizes of Brest, Lorient, St Nazaire.” But these are
soon left behind as the author gets into his stride.
James Dorrian has the knack of presenting splen-
did pen pictures of the participants. For example
we learn that the naval force commander,
Commander Ryder, found out to his amusement
that he was appointed “due more to the fact that he
was the only commander available than to any
special qualities it was thought he might bring to
the job.” That will ring a bell for many of us.
Dormrian also has & very sure touch later as he tells,
in this meticulously researched tale, of the events
of the landing itself.

For the Sapper this book has particular interest
as we read of the participation of the then
Captains Bill Pritchard and Bob Montgomery,
Corporal Bob Wright of 12 Commando and, of
course, Sergeant Tom Durrant. In the preparatory
training we read too of the work of *Major Jim
Gavin and his feilow sapper Captain Gabriel.”
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With hindsight it is strange to read how
Operation Chariot was hindered by lack of sup-
port in certain areas. The author writes “Bomber
Command - [had] little time to spare for side-
shows such as Commandeo raids; in the event a
mere sixty two planes were allocated te the raid
even though its stated purpose was to materially
effect the balance of sea power in the North
Atlantic.” The Admiralty too was often half-
hearted in its support. It was not so with those
who took part. As the author notes, “Amidst the
transparent enthusiasm of the under nscd
Commundos to get to grips with the enemy at
last, an objective assessment of the risks ...
seems to have occupied only second place.”

This is a splendid adventure story.
Compellingly narrated. The bravery and devo-
tion to duty of those who took part is breathtak-
ing, The fact that 85 medals, including no less
than five VCs, were awarded to “Charioteers™
speaks for itself.

FRB

FORTS OR FOLLIES?
— A HHSTORY OF PLYMOUTH’S
ParmersToN FORTS
FREDDY WOODWARD

Published by Hulsgrove, Halsgrove House,
Lower Moor Way, Tiverton, EX16 655 —
Price £19.95
ISBN 1 874448 12 4

THis welcome volume follows the author’s
“Citadel a History of the Royal Citadel,
Plymouth™ {1987) and “The Historic Defences of
Plymouth™ (1996} which he wrote with Andrew
Pye. Both were important contributions t¢ our
knowledge of the history of the defences of
Plymouth, as is this latest volume. Freddy
Woodward brings us the perspective of a historian
and a soldier, having been commissioned into the
Royal Antillery in 1941, later becoming Instructor
in Guanery in Coast Artillery at Plymouth.

This book examines and discusses the exten-
sive ring of defences built from the 1860s to pro-
tect the naval base and dockyard of Plymouth
against sea and land attack. The author places
his study in context by tracing the ongins of the

defences from the 14th century and discussing
the wider evolution of artillery and methods of
fortification and the extent of their application to
Plymouthk. He cites the rapid advances In the
devetopment of artillery from the 1840s and the
emergence of steam warships as technological
threats. These ultimately combined with a fear
of invaston from France, to bring zbout the great
Royal Commission programme of defence con-
struction implemented from the 1860s, of which
Plymouth was a part. The author has covered the
roles of Lord Palmerston who, as Prime Minister
from 1859 to 1865, was the major political advo-
cate for strengthening the nation’s defences and
of Colonel (later Major General) Jervois, RE,
who greatly influenced the design of the forts at
Plymouth and elsewhere.

The author has provided an ingenious test for the
effectiveness of the Plymouth fortress by includ-
ing a fictional French aitack on its defences.

The concluding chapter could have argued the
question “Forts or Follies?™ more sharply. On
the whole, the author considers that to write-off
the forts as having been no more than follies
would be unfair. He points out that the construc-
tion of the forts at Plymouth - as elsewhere
under the Royal Commissicn scheme — reflected
a genuine perception of the threat of invasion
from France, based on what was considered to
be reasonable evidence of French aspirations,
behaviour and attitudes at the time, The need for
defences on land “keeping goal behind the Royal
Navy” was real enough, no matter how little or
how much confidence was placed on the ability
of the fleet to defend against invasion. The
debate was about how much and which types of
fortification, We may agree with the author that,
given the circumstances of the time, the con-
struction of the fortress was justified. We may
2lso accept his argument of deterrence: a poten-
tial invader would more readily consider attack-
ing and capturing an undefended naval base than
a fortified one, despite any imperfections pos-
sessed by its defences. The theory of deterrence
continued, albeit with different weapons, into
the Cold War age.

This fascinating thought-provoking and very
well produced book is recommended.

VTCS
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by Major J A H Welch BA — £100

CoRRESPONDENCE FrROM OvVER THE PoND
by Colonel P Lilleyman MBE BSc(Eng} — £75

ConvicTs, COLONIES AND ROYAL ENGINEERS
by Lieutenant Colonel A Taylor — £75

RAILwAY QPERATIONS IN PALESTINE 1947 To 1948. A PERSONAL MEMOIR
by Major C F Rose CBE(Civil) MBE CEng FICE MCIT - £75

THE FOrRGOTTEN RESERVES. NON-TERRITORIAL ENGINEER UniTs [R77 TO 19608
by Dr Graham E Watson — £ 50

Tre BosNIaN EXPERIENCE
by Lieutenant Charlic Battey — £50

256



Explanation of Abbreviations and Foreign
Words Used in This Journal

1BaRLincoln ... ....... Ist Buttafron the Royal
Lincolnshire Regiment

AC ..o L SBecond i Command
AN anti-avrcraft
AC o alternating current
ADC. oo aide-de-conp
Admin, ..o adminisiribon
AER.L oo Army Emereency Reserve
AFY areoured fighting vehicle
AME. L air mobile force
AVLB .o« .. armoured vehicle-launched brdge
AVRE ..o L armoured vehicle RE
Armd. Lo armoured
BAOQR ... ... ..... British Army of the Rhine
BATUS .. ... British Army Training Unit Soffield
BEF. ... British Expeditionary Foree
Bno o hottalion
BRITCON. ... ........... British contingent
Bondeswehr ... .0 L. Armed Forces of the
Federal Republic of Germuny

Cdo. ... o commande
CET. ... ... ........ combat engineering tractor
CO. Commanding Officer
CRE ... L Commander RE
CSM Company Sergeant Major
DComd ....... ... ....... Deputy Comimander
DDEW | Deputy Director Fortiltcations and Works
Div e division
DZ ... . ... common abbreviation used for
MMajor General K | Drewienkiewicz

E&MO. ... ... electrical and mechanical offices
(Bl {engincering}
Ol e exeampli gratia: for example
EnmC... .. .. L Engineer in Chiefl
Ener oo ergineer
EOD ... explosives ordnance disposal
ERD .. ....... .. Emergeney Reserve Decorption
BU ..o Eurepean Uniosn
FARELF......... ..., Fuar astern Land Forees
Gy, operations and training
G mnerialfimieriel
GE ... o o Germanfearrison engineer
GHG . oo General/Gorrison HQ
GSO .. seneral stalf officer
Heeorosamit ... ..ol oea L Armny Offwee
BEMS. Hea/His Majesty’s Ship
HMT ... L. Her/His Mujesty’s Troopship
HGQ . headquarers
e i est: that is
IFOR..... ... ... . Implementanon Foree
Indep. ..o o independeiit

IPB ... .. intelligence preparation of the battlefield

INCO.. ... L. Jumior non-commissioned officer
Kilz oo kiloherts
KV kilovolt
LO . lintson officer
MEXE ... ... .. Military Engineering

Experimental Establishment
MHz oo mecaheriz
MLC. oo mihitary load class
MOD oo Ministry of Defence
MSR main supply routes
Me mounymounkai
MWEF.L Military Works Foree
NATGO ... North Atfaniic Treaty Orgonisation
NBC.... ... nucicar. biological, chermical worfare
OC. .. Otficer Commanding
Op. operation
OPCON ... operation conirol
POW . prisoner of war
PT physical sraining
RA ... Royal Artillery
RAC ... ... ... . Royal Anmoured Corps
RAF . ..o Royal Air Force

RARDE .. ... ... Royal Armament Research and
Development Establishment

RE ... . . Royal Engineers
Regt.. . ... regiment
REME. Royal Electrical and Mechonicul Encineers
e retired
REYC.... ....... .. Royal Engincers Yucht Club
RM . Royal Marines
RMA Lo o Royal Military Academy
RN ..o Royai Navy
RO retired oflicer
REM. ... L. Regimental Sergeant Major
RSME ... .. Royal School of AMilitary Engincering
RTR ....... ... ... .... Royol Tunk Regiment
RUSI......... .. Royal United Services Instituie
for Delence Studies
S staff duties
SFOR. ... ... ... ..., Stubtisation Foree
SHAPE. . ........ ... Supreme Headquarers,
Allied Powers, Europe

SME........... . School of Military Engineering
SNCG ..o Serior non commissioned officer
San . squndron
TA Territorial Army
TACON.. ... ... ... ... ... tactical compmand
UK United Kingdom
UN. o United Nations
UNPROFOR.............. 1N Protection Force
US. United States
Vo Volunteers
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