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Editorial

Up to now the campaign in the South Atlantic, OPERATION CORPORATE, has
not featured in the Journal. This is not because of lack of interest! It is because it
was considered better to allow some of the euphoria, which manifested itself
immediately after the surrender, to die down so that 2 more balanced report could
be presented.

It is the intention to publish a number of major contributions. The first five, in
this issue, cover the *'Hostilities™ phase; the second series, to be published in
March 1983 will deal with the “'Rehabilitation”. Articles on the “*Reconstruction™
will be published as and when appropriate. Additional articles dealing will specific
incidents and giving more detailed accounts of the various facets of the work of the
Corps will be published as they become available and will be the “flesh™ to be
added to the framework of the major articles. It is considered that this approach
will result in 2 more objective report on what happened and that history will be less
distorted for the researchers of the futurce.

The Sapper is publishing a series of splendid orticles which are designed to keep
the Corps up-to-date on what is happening. Members who do not subscribe to The
Sapper are “missing ocut’” on some exciting accounts, (See page 271).

Throughout all the contributioas received so far, and indeed from most of the
reliable media reports, the one thing that stands out is that the sheer professional-
ism of our soldiers, sailors and airmen, together with their will-te-win, made a for-
midable combination. The professionalism includes not only the obvious ahility of
fit fighting men, but the staff work, the planning, and the direct and indirect sup-
port to the fighting men by those both in and out of uniform. Tri-service co-
operation on this scale has not been tested in anger for a long time, it passed the
test with fiying colours.

Mistakes must have been made, with hindsight there may have been better ways
of doing certain things, the lessons learnt will be digested, but the concept of
SERVICE has been vindicated. At a recent meeting of the British Legion a Toc H
speaker said “Service is the rent we pay for our room on earth”. Many Servicemen
in the South Atlantic have paid their rent in full, as many others in many places
have done before them; many more are still paying and will continue to pay for the
rest of their lives. We should be proud of them and their willingness to pay.

In the campaign nine members of the Corps were killed and twenty-four were
wounded or injured.

The following awards have been made to members of RE units and formations
and to “Sappers” serving with non RE units:

For Gallantry
BSC W02 H Phillips
CGRM SSgt ] Prescott {posthumous)
MM Sgt R H Wrega and Cpl ] A Foran
MID  Majs R B Hawken and R Macdonaid; Lts R C Hendicolt and C R Living-
stone; 5801 T Collins: Sgt [ Roy; Cpls D Ford and 5 D Hes; LCpls R Gillon,
J I Mazher, B J Randall and W A Skinner
For Meritortous Service
OBE Lt Col (QM) P J Sounders; Mr M I Beynon {Civ}
MBE Maj CM Davies: WOI R G Randall
BEM S3Sgts E G Bradbury, M ] Dent and P Rayner; Sgts R J Brown, D R
Pasficld and A Worthington; Cpl N J Hall; Pte D J Hunt (ACC); Mr R
Ford (Civ)
C-in-C Fleer's Commendations
Lt P d Naylor; WO2 T R Andrews; 58gt D A Hornby; LCpl K A Durose;
Spr S P Robinson
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Operation Corporate

HQ ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF

BACKGROURD

On 19 March 1982, in what in retrospect was an act of provocation, a small party of
Argentinian scrap metal merchants landed and remained illegally at Leith on South
Georgia to dismantle stores from an old whaling station, Events during the next
two weeks, culminating in the fall of the Falkland Islands on 2 April and the inva-
sion of South Georgia on 3 April, are now history. Thereafter United Kingdom
reaction was swift and decisive. On 5 April, within three days of the fall of the Falk-
land Islands, a Naval Task Force including HMS Hermes and HMS invincible,
tegether with elements of Third Commando Brigade {3 Cdo Bde) sailed from the
UK. HMS Fearfess sailed a day later on 6 April and Canberra and Efk, having been
taken up from trade, sailed with the main body of 3 Cdo Bde and 3 Para on 9 April.
This included 59 Commando Squadren {59 Cde Sqn),

Operation Corporate, the military operation to re-possess the Falkland Islands,
had started.

PLANKING AND DEPLOYMENT

The mounting of Operation Corporate probably produced the most intense activity
in the Ministry of Defence (MOD) since Suez. The Sapper effort was spearheaded
by HQ E-in-C who.grappled with the immediate problem of *what assistance can
we give to 59 Cdo Sgn in the few days before they deploy with 3 Cdo Bde on an
operation for which there is as yet no operational concept, against a largely
unknown enemy in largely unknown terrain, 8000 miles away with no friendly basc
¢n route other than Ascension Island, itself some 4000 miles distant from Britain,
with shipping space for stores likely to be at a premium?”. It was very much a mat-
ter of planning for the worst possible case.

Experienced heads were put together and in the first three days, with the support
of the Military Works Force and Engineer Resources, a “package"™ was selected
and assemnbled for 59 Cdo Sqn which included a limited amount of Harrier Suppert
equipment, Airfield Damage Repair (ADR) equipment, Emergency Fuel Handling
Equipment {(EFHEY} including the Ship-to-Shore element, general engineer stores,
Combat Engineer Tractors (CET) and bomb disposal kit, plus a geographic/
resources brief on the Falklands. In addition, the Squadron was reinforced by a
wide selection of specialists. eg, Clerks of Works for EFHE and ADR, two bomb
disposal engineers and CET crews/fitters. The equipment was supplemented on
later sailings.

With the Carrier Task Force embarked for Ascension attention was concentrated
on operational planning problems, in particular that of engineer resources and
engineer information on Ascension, the Falklands and South Georgia. The Corps
started with more information than any other part of MOD since, during the pre-
vious eighteen months, we had rebuilt the jetty at South Georgia { Project Stift) and
produced a Detailed Reconnaissance and Planning Report {DR and PR) for the
rebuild of the Royal Marines accommodation at Moody Brook Camp, Never has a
DR and PR been put to better use! Qver forty Falkland Islanders were traced in the
UK and interviewed by the HQ E-in-C team. Amongst those consulted were the
Governor, the Head of the Public Works Department, members of the Island
Council, pilots, engineers, and people with specialist knowledge of the area such as
Lerd Shackieton and various scientists who had carried out local field studies. With
the assistance of Military Survey, this information was used te produce a Task
Force Planning Map showing terrain, going, potential Harrier/C130 sites and beach
landing sites. The map was supplemented by dossiers on each Settlement on the
Islands giving details of facilities, resources and buildings. All this information was
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flown to the Task Force at Ascension and was to prove invaluable in operational
planning. The engineer operations room in MOD wos ulso able 1o answer vital
questions on Stanley airfield using the expertise of a member of the Engineer and
Ratlway Staff Corps (TA} who was able to provide original drawings and construc-
tion details. As a consequence of this accumulation of fact and analysis, members
of HQ E-in-C were calicd upon to brief, amongst others, the Commander in Chief
Fleet, the Chief of the Air Staff, the Chiefs of Staff Committee and 3 Cdo Bde off
Ascension. This activity continued at the same level with the planning for the
deployment of 5 Infantry Brigade {5 Inf Bde) in carly May. The Sapper element
was to be RHQ and Workshop 36 Engineer Regiment, 9 Parachute Squadron
{minus) plus & Troop of 20 Field Squadron and 61 Field Support Squadron. In the
meantime a Troop from ¢ Para Sqn had deployed with the 2 Para Spearhead Batta-
lien Group and 11 Ficld Squadron had deployed to provide Harrier Support for the
Force. CO 36 Engr Regt was nominated Force CRE and engineer adviser to Com-
mander Land Forces Falkland Islands (CLFFI}. Operational planning was not to be
finalized until the Task Force reached the South Atlantic which was frustrating for
an engineer planaing celf in MOD trying to envisage what the Sappers might
require on the ground 8600 miles away. The same principle was therefore adopted
with § Inf Bde as had been done with 3 Cdo Bde, e, first, assume a worst possible
case, since it was apparent by now that the Falklands would yield precious little in
the way of engincer resources, and second, split your resources between ships just
in casc a merchant ship was lost.

RESOURCES
“You must give us more space on the Atlantic Conveyor” urged the Colonel GS
down the phone. “Don't you realize enginger stores are as important to Suppers as
ammunition is to the Gunners.”” Reluctantly we were allocated 40 tons extra for
construction materials.

It has becn said often by those who ran the campaign, that the operation was a
logistic triumph. This is a brief description of the part played by Engineer
Resources, and others, in contributing to that triumph.

As 50 often during the spring and summer of 1982, Cabinet decisions took place
late in the day and usuaily on a Friday. The initizl mounting of the South Atlantic
Task Force set the pattern. Mounting 59 Cdo Sgn was relatively easy compared to
later problems but the timings were the shortest. Contingency plans for the oper-
ational deployment of 3 Cdo Bde were dusted off, The Special Task Stores {STS)
for Emergency Fuel Handling Equipment {(EFHE} were outloaded as if for a sud-
den exercise. At HQ E-in-C, the Director of Engineer Services staff worked out a
package of equipment for airficld damage repair based on Harrier matting equip-
ment and “Bostick™ for rocket and cannon scab repairs.

Much midnight il and urgent telephone calls—but the stores caught the ship.
Twenty-four hour manning started at HQ E-in-C, the RE Branch at the Logistic
Executive (Army) and Engineer Resources. It went on until well into July.

The next peak of activity was the deployment of 36 Engr Regt in late Aprilfearly
May. Centingency planning had started at HQ Military Works Force (MWF) to
identify suitable sources for hutting and the associated utility services. CRE
Airfields also started the first investigations into the feasibility of producing an
zxpedient airbase capable of operating Phantoms and Nimroed.

The more immediate problem was the departure of 5 Inf Bde and the key deci-
sion whether Harrier would be required to operate from a shore strip which meant
more calculating and planning, picking and packing. Associated with Harrier came
the need for more EFHE. We now had three sets of this, one for 3 Cdo Bde
{already shipped), one for 5 Inf Bde and one for the Harrier requirement, but all
capable of mixing and matching to meet any subsequent losses and the actual sites
chosen.

On the plant side the problems were the purchase of peat tracks for the Caterpil-
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ANNEX A
OP CORPORATE—QUTLOADING FROM LONG MARSTON
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Note: This is only an indication. Most major orders for materials and equipment
were delivered direct to dockside.

Broken line, marked A, indicates national rail strike. 1560 tons were cutloaded by
RCT in four days—naturally over a weekend!

lar D6 dozers and obtaining—via the use of an Urgent Operational Requirement of
more Thwaites Giant Dumpers. We knew from previous prejects in the Cairn-
gorms that these had excellent cross country mobility and that they were small
enough to be helicopter portable. They subsequently proved their worth.

We obtained the 40 tons of shipping space for the Falklands consumable stores,
as mentioned above—and then scratched our heads as to what to put into it. Tim-
ber, fastenings, corrugated iron, PSP— some RSJs (but what size}? In the end it all
got on board.

5 Inf Bde left and we caught our breath again. In the meantime Ascension Island
had to be turned into a staging post and this in turn needed engineer resources. Not
encugh fuel could be got to, of stored on, the airfleld so 3%2 miles of aluminium vic-
taulic pipe, sixx30000 gallon piilow tanks and three mainline pump sets were flown
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out in specially chartered heavy lift aireraft, The first air conditioned hutting was
also bought in a rush and dispatched in a similar fashion. A RE Troop from 51 Fd
Sqn was conjured up like magic and the tasks finished in record time,

May saw more major decision making. Would it be necessary to have Phantoms
and Nimrod in the long term? Could the RN cope on its own with Harrier? How
tong would it take to construct the expedient airfield, what would be the cost, what
would be the lead times from trade and how soon could work start?—ali this before
HMS Sheffield had been sunk, This first glimpse of reality concentrated a lot of
thinking. The Task Force, for better or worse, was on its way and there was little
that logisticians could do to influence day-to-day events, except react to urgent
operational demands. This was successfully achieved by air drop. Even the sinking
of Adantic Conveyor with all of 11 Fd Sgn's G1098, not to mention plant and much
EFHE and Harrier equipment, could only be met with concern but little practical
help. A G098 was extracted from a UK Sgn and flown to Ascension Island, it
eventually caught up with 11 Sqn after Stanley had been taken! But fortunately, our
policy of splitting resources between ships meant that we still had an operational
capability.

The beginning of June saw Ministerial decisions, the declaration of a Military
Works Area and the major procurement scramble began. 5000 tons of AM2 alumi-
nium matting was procured from the USA. Hundreds of tons of high alumina
cement were specially drummed. Over 300 picces of plant and ECP from seventeen
different sources were dispatched. Miles of geofabrics were produced. One com-
pany produced two years output in two months to meet our needs. Indeed one of
the most heartening aspects has been the unstinting sepport we have received from
civil industry. Without this “mobilization” of trade we really could not have
achieved our aims.

Within four weeks of the Ministerial decision, two large ships had left UK with
the project stores for the airficld and further ship-loads of hutting left in July and
August. The procurement of stores was accompanied by a crash programme of unit
briefing and training, including AM2 training in the USA and guarrying techni-
ques. The response from the Engineer Resources organization. reinferced by Sap-
pers from the remainder of the Corps in UK, was magnificent. The chart, Annex A,
shows just how much was outloaded from Long Marston alone.

It has been very hard work, but also a very stimulating experience. What we did
was “‘for real” against exacting time scales. If we got it wrong there would be real,
not “‘chinagraph”, penaltics. In the event the system proved efficient and coped
magnificently.

Operation Corporate—The Military
Survey Involvement

LIEUT COLONELJS HIMBURY RE, B S¢

During Gp Corporate the Author was serving as SOOI Svy 2 in the Directorate of
Military Survey with responsibifity for land maps and air chart production and dis-
tribution.

Previous to assuming this appointment in Dec 1980 e had served for 22 years as
Geographic Officer in AFNORTH after autending the NATO Defence College,
Rame.

TI{E BACKGROUND

Op Corporate, the code name for the UK response to the Argentine invasion of the
Falkland Istands. The Falkland Islands? Where are they? How Big? How Far?—
look it up on the map—what Map? Such must have been the guestions asked in
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MOD UKLF and CINCFLEET during the night of 31 March/1 April until impend-
ing confusion was replaced by rational thought. Early on 1 April Military Survey
was alerted to start what turned out to be a challenging and immensely stimulating
operation involving all elements of the Survey Service. Mindful of the date the
Directorate Duty Officer was at first a little cautious but map requests for outland-
ish places are not uncommon, moreover the Falkland Islands had been in the news
and he knew how to respond. What he did not at first expect was the speed with
which both the guantity and arca coverage required would increase, but by then
further staff and units had been alerted.

Military Survey works to priorities given by its operational taskmasters, the three
Vice Chiefs of Staff and their subordinate operational staffs, tempered by input
from CINCELEET, UKLF and Strike Command. The Faikland Islands and its
Dependencies were in the lowest priority area, consequently Military Survey had
done little work in the area and no stocks were held in the War Reserve Depot.
Fortunately, some twenty years ago the Directorate of Overseas Surveys {DOS). as
part of their responsibility to the Ministry of Overseas Development, had produced
a 1:50000 map series covering the Falkland Islands in 29 sheets, together with a
two-sheet 1:2500 series covering Port Stanley. Military Survey, as & routine activity,
had taken small stocks of these series. When these became depleted over the years
it was their routine re-printing in October 1981 by 42 Svy Engr Regt that led to a
press report in the Times Diary of 15 April 1982 that “not everybody was unpre-
pared for the present crisis™!

THE OPERATION STARTS

Thus when the crisis broke on 1 April, and immediate map requests came flood-
ing in, Military Survey was able to respond with limited quantities of the somewhat
outdated DOS map from the sheives at 8 Map and Air Chart Depot. It was fortu-
nate that the rate of change in the Falkland Islands is rather slower than in Western
Europe or a twenty yeat old map would certainly have been of little value.

Faced with demands for large quantities for the first elements of the Task Force, a
Directorate Operations Room was established on full twenty-four hours manning
and immediate reprinting of the existing products at both 42 Svy Engr Regt, Barton
Stacey, and the Mapping and Charting Establishment (MCE RE), Feltham, was
started. By 2 and 3 April units were able to collect their initial requirements in full
from 8 Map and Air Chart Depot at Guildford and the War Reserve Map Store at
42 Svy Engr Regt.

1t is well known that any battle always occurs on the junction of four map sheets.
What is not so well known is that it also occurs across a grid zone junction. The
Falkland Islands is no exception, and worse, DOS had drawn their civilian product
to show by margin ticks only the eastern grid Zone 21 extended westward, thus
avoiding the inconvenience of the junction. Military Survey in 1967, as part ofa
joint production programme with the United States Defense Mapping Agency, had
correctly shown both zones of their 1:250000 Joint Operations Graphic (JOG) but
had not the resources to convert the DOS 1:50000 mapping to the full Military
Grid. Thus the classic operational nightmare had occured of two maps serics of the
same area with conflicting grid zones. After urgent consultations with HQ Cdo
Forces at Plymouth on 5 April the solution adopted was to show both grids in the
western grid zone {Zone 20) area with prominent warning notes describing the pur-
pose of each: eg one for use with the JOG and cne identical to the initial map
issues. This solution gave compatability between DOS sheets already in use by the
first efements of the task force as well as the carlier resident RM Detachment, part
of which was still avoiding capture on the Falkland Isiands, and to new products
now being issued to the main Task Force and Air Forces who would use the
1:250000 JOG in lieu of the preferred 1:500000 air charts cover which had not been
produced.

Not only standard maps and charts were required. In the first few days copics of
many items such as large scale plans of Stanley Airfield and its buildings were
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NEYT TIME WE HAYE A CRISIS LETS MAKE SURL (T LANDS
IN THE MIDDLE OF ONE DAMN MAP AND GRID Zone!

obtained from numerous contacts and printed to supplement the meagre informa-
tion available to the intelligence and operational branches.

DQOS air photography was made available to the Joint Air Reconnaissance
[ntelligence Centre (JARIC) who in turn supplied copics to a variety of military
users. Meanwhile as well as reprinting the 1:50000 map to inciude the full gid, both
42 Svy Engr Regt and MCE RE had been extracting all additional information they
couid from the original DOS air photography as well as the more recent helicopter
photography obtained from HMS Endurance via the Hydrographic Department.
This data was subsequently used to make new editions in the form of Topographic
Information Overprints (T1Os). Military Survey Procurement Officers throughout
the world were also searching out new material and throughout Op Corporate new
information was frequently incorporated into still further new editions.

Although operations were focused on the Faikland Islands, maps and air charts
were also supplied for other arcas of interest ranging from South Georgia to the
British Antarctic Territories, as well as for contingency plans elsewhere. Unlike the
main Task Force these contingency plans did not require such large map stocks but
they called for a large amount of work in colour copying original maps obtained by
Military Survey Procurement Officers from a wide number of sources, the prepara-
tion of TiOs and the printing of limited quantities. Other activity was the supply of
sets of coloured slides and photographs obtained from commercial firms, Falkland
Istandersin the UK, repatriated personnel and so on.

THE REQUIREMENTS INCREASE

Being used to the restraints of NATO Standardization Agreements the intluence
of Op Corporate was in many ways refreshing,

Having produced the standard series of map cover Military Survey were soon
presented with additional requirements and for a change were able to say “Yes''!
Examples of these requirements are:

1:25 000 Scale

The first requirements for cover at this scale came from MOD on 22 April for
DIS use in assessing the Argentine deployment around Port Stanley. A new survey
was impossible and the solution of enlarging the 1:30000 serics to new sheet lines
over the required area with the incorporation of a TIO update was adopted. The
first product *Port Stanley and Environs”™ was issued on 24 April and led to further
requirements from CINCFLEET for similar products over Fox Bay, Port Howard,
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Port San Carlos and Darwin Settlement. This was followed by z very urgent request
for cover of Pebble Istand, This was issued to CINCFLEET on 3 May. The success
of the subsequent raid perhaps owes something to the first call on an open line
alerting Military Survey to the requirement. By the conclusion of Op Corporate this
series had been extended to cover most of NE Falkland Islands between Port San
Carlos, Darwin Settlement and Port Stanley.

1:100000 Scale

The Staff Officer who requests a map of the right size to fit his wall is well known
in Military Survey. Perhaps it is not a fair comparison but in Op Carporate com-
plaints were received from the Planning Staffs that the 29 sheets at 1:50000 scale
were proving difficult to handle in Operations Rooms and the 1:250000 scale did
not give enough space to plot detailed positions. The answer was to produce a new
planning map with the same grid density as the 1:50000 series by enlarging the
1:250000 Joint Operation Graphics covering the Falkland Islands into a 5 sheet
series at 1:100 000 scale. This series incorporated a TIO as well as the more detailed
grid and proved a most successful map. The task was initiated on 29 April and com-
pleted as a joint effort by 42 Svy Engr Regt and MCE RE on 3 May.

1:12 300 Scale

Having produced a 1:25000 series and filled in the gap between 1:25000C and
1:50000 how about the gap between the DOS 1:2500 and the new 1:25000 scales?
What better than a new 1:12 500 series?

Perhaps this was gilding the lily but the DOS 1:2500 did not cover much area and
lacked contours. There was a need for a new map to cover detail of the final assault,
whick really came much quicker than many expected, as well as a large scale town
plan for the future redevelopment of Port Stanley and it's airport. To provide this a
new survey at 1:12 500 scale was undertaken as a contract task by DOS and the
Hydrographic Department. This made full use of the original DOS air photography
as well as the more recent Hydrographic Department HMS Endurance helicopter
photography and their latest large scale harbour plots. Work started on 21 April
and the first two sheets covering Stanley and airport area westwards towards Two
Sisters were issued on 1 May. By the end of Op Corporate the series had been
extended westwards to Mount Kent and northwards to Berkeley Sound. The exten-
sive resurvey work was completed by Air Surveyors from 42 Svy Engr Regt being
attached to DOS working shift about with their civilian counterparts. The impert-
ance of this series in the development of the Falkland Islands later resuited in
further extensions as a preliminary to development plans for a new airfield, roads
and harbour installations.

GOING MAPS

Information on the topography of the Falkland Islands was scarce and, in MOD,
HQ E-in-C {A} Engr 1 had taken the initiative in cellecting soil and “going”
information from a variety of sources, including the debriefing of Falkland Islan-
ders and RM personnel returned from the Fatkland Islands via Argentina. Three
NCOs from 42 Svy Engr Regt had been attached to Engr 1 to help in the presenta-
tion of data and on 13 April, 42 Svy Engr Regt was alerted to complete production
of the collated data on a 1:250000 scale composite based on the inevitable four
standard sheets of the Joint Opcrations Graphic cover of the Islands. The first edi-
tion was issued on 16 April and a 2nd Edition incorporating yet more information
was published on 26 April. Both editions suffered from difficulty in reading the
overprint information under poor lighting conditions and to improve this aspect a
3rd edition of the immensely popular “RE Briefing Map™ was issued on 4 May. The
demand was such that a later re-print was required. Some demands received were
for the “re-briefing” map which caused some confusion in § Map and Air Chart
Depot!

LARGE SCALE SITE PLANS

The ability of Military Survey Air Surveyors to take accurate measurements from

air photographs was not overlooked and the Air Surveyors at 42 Svy Engr Regt
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were tasked with providing large scale profile plots extending the Port Stanley
airfield runway alignment. Also, on 10 June, a large scale plot of the summit of
Mount Kent was produced to facilitate planning the installation of radar equip-
ment.

GAZETTEERS

With the Argentines calling the Falkland Islands the Malvinas and the arca of
interest extending from the Antarctic to South America the location of names soon
presented problems. To help overcome this difficulty two gazetteers were pro-
duced. The first covering the Falkland Islands and Dependencies, which was pro-
duced by MCE RE on 11 April literally overnight, involved coliecting and sorting
approx 1500 names. A second edition was printed on 27 April using the resources
of the School of Military Survey as at that time other unit presses were heavily com-
mitted on other work, The second gazetteer was copied from an existing US pub-
lication covering Argentina and was printed at MCE RE cn 17 April.

DIGITAL TERRAIN MODEL

Military Survey had been extensively engaged in Digital Terrain Model (DTM)
production in Europe, and inevitably on 23 April a request for a digital terrain
model of the Falkland Islands for usc in support of radar location and radio wave
propagation studies was received. The answer that none had been produced would
not do, so work was immediately started, based on the 1:250000 scale map con-
tours. Data for the NE Falklands was provided on 30 April with the remainder a
week later. The terrain model around Port Stanley was later refined using the new
contours from the 1:12 500 mapping.

Although full visual simulation is a thing of the future one important by-product
from the Falkiand Islands DTM were Computer Terrain Views {CTV) showing the
ground shape as seen from any selected view point, The technique was developed
within a few duys and several requests from CINCFLEET for CTVs looking
towards Port Stanley from various vantage points were met.

AIR CHARTS

The role played by Air Forces in Op Corporate was vital both operationally and
in maintaining a constant flow of supplies. To back this up Military Survey was cal-
led upon to provide en route and navigation charts to and in the South Atlantic as
well as the larger scale air charts required for cperations over the Falkland Isiands

CTV OBLIQUE VIEW FROM THE N.W.

STANLEY AIRPORT STANLEY SAPPER HILL SEAL POINT
) i - - . .
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PORAT WILLIAM WIRELESS RIDGE FORT HARRIET

HORIZONTAL SCALE 1:250,000 {approx)

VERTICAL EXAGGERATICN x 26{approx}
Photo 1. Computer Terrain Views (CTV)
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and other contingency plans. This was a major commitment which has continued,
although to a lesser extent, well after Op Corporate ended. In addition to these
requirements the RAF called for the rapid production of a Moving Map Display
filmstrip for RAF Harriers as well as a series of Maritime Patrol Air Charts cover-
ing the South Atlantic for use by RAF Nimrod aireraft operating ASW patrols.
THE MAP SUPPLY PROBLEM

There are many adaptions of the old adage about an Army marchingon itsstomach,
but certainly without a map it marches nowhere and a major concern throughout Op
Corporatewas to ensure that forces deployed were aware of the new productsand that
these were quickly supplied.

During the early stages of the operation a WOI was deployed to Ascension
Istand to ensure the safe delivery of later editions being produced in the UK for
issue to the Task Force as they passed the island. He was also able to rescue from
oblivion and forward to the RAF stocks of the US produced 1:1M air charts cover-
ing the Faikland Islands and Argentina which under US/UK joint production
arrangements had been flown to Ascension Island by the US on 8 April in response
to an urgent request. The US speed in delivering stocks to Ascension Island and the
UK, together with reproduction material enabling Military Survey to print further
stocks, was most heartening.

The expert presence of the Svy WO proved invaluable in the initially difficult
period, but as the system of notifying commands and units of new products by a
Map Availability Signal supplemented by the publication of a map catalogue was
established, he was returned to the UK and delivery via the conventional WANTA-
MAP Signal and movement by the Standard Priority System (JSP 336) became fully
effective.

Statistics are notoriously unreliable but some indication of the size of the task
faced by Military Survey in meeting the geographic requirements of an Amphibious
Task Force operating in a remote arca for which no up-to-date contingency plans
existed is not amiss. By the conclusion of Op Corporate some 410 different products
had been made available, some % million maps had been printed and over 300000
copies issued. Contrary to initial belief the commitment did not reduce after the
departure of the Task Force but increased as new users were identified. new ma-
terial became available and new editions were produced covering increasingly wide
areas of operational interest. Throughout Op Corporale operational branches were
seldom able to state specific requircment dates. Copies were invariably required
“NOW™ for planning, even if the bulk stocks for units would not be required untiia
few days later. As a result the majority of products were given very short produc-
tion times with a degree of compromise between time and content; again almost
invariably all were followed up by later editions.

THE FUTURE

The end of hostilitics has not seen the end of Military Survey commitments.

New work in support of contingency plans has continued as well as extension of
the 1:12500 series as part of the development plans for the new airfield, roads and
port installations on the Falkland Islands. One Officer and four Surveyors, com-
plete with a TACIPRINT equipment, have been deployed as part of the Falkland
Island Garrison to undertake ficld survey revision tasks and to provide facilities for
the rapid overprint of information such as minefield clearance for distribution to
both the military and civilian populations on the isiands. It is anticipated that as
well as completing revision of the basic map cover there will also be a requirement
for training area maps for the future permanent garrison,

THE LESSONS TO BE LEARNED

Everyone is anxious to take advantage of the lessons learned in Op Corporate.
Detailed reports are still being analyzed and it will take some time for these to be
implemented. But the main conclusions now being reached are that the range of
scales and products required is greater than previcusly considered and that, once
again, to start collecting data when it is needed is too Iate, it must be actively cot-
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lected in peace even for the most unbikely aress and even then. withowt an efficient
control organization and flexibslity in the employment of production resources. the
speod of response will be a limiting factor. In sapporting Op Carporare both masjor
Military Sarvey production units were fully commaited and on oocasions recourse,
although Emited, had 1o be made 10 the School of Military Survey and Ordnance
Sarvey printing capacuy. It now appears o reasonable assumptson that in spite of
the lack «of preparation the goographis support provided in Cp Covporare was sac:
wessful; bt NATO and the Best yl the World is a far bigger area 1o cover and such
operations oould ot be supponied without sustained preparstory work in peace
THE ENEMY

MNewspaper repons stated that the Argentine foroes had spent £2000 on purchis.
ing DO maps of the Falkland Isfands from a London deaber early im 1952 to sap-
port their operations. When captured General Menender had in bis possession a
DOS 13000 map, sl ungndded; and other captured Amgentine mapping om-
pared most unfavourably with our osn FPerhaps Military Survey dsd comtribute sig-
nificantly 1e our vectory i the South Atlanbic!

Operation Corporate—Sappers on
Ascension

MAIOR P M R HILL RE, MA(H). C Eng. MICE

The Author, Major Peaee Hill, was senr qo
Ascernon bevauis e i ovié of the few
“wonble-joimied” (Nficers in the Corp
having survived botl Camberiey and Pro-
fressiomal Engiacer rraiming.  Before fur
present post @ Sewioe faatrucior [iciign in
the Civil Enginernmg Wiag of the REME.
tor cormumanded the Carps Sigpor? Squal-
roat i HACR, The 3 raomihs in Avoension
followed shorr'y after @ ol ir e U8A
o phe staff of dhe MG of the Mulnnaniomal
Foroe mow i Simai, wivich vhows thal even
@ “desk job” @ the RIME can have iy uirpreises

Ascension [ s half-way between the UK and the Falklands and its use as o
vilal staging posl during Clpertion Corporafe was well publiczed. The island
British bt the airfield is leased 1o the LIS as a base for satellite and missile tracking
sations, The British residents are emplovees of ithe BBC Overseas Service, 1ha
Giovernment Communications Servioe and Cabde and Wirckess. In ather words, the
main crops af the island are radso aenals and radar dishes, the yolcamc rock being
unahie 1o support much ehe. As one would expect on a small iskand isolated in the
middie of the Ailantic, the pace of life could best be descnibed as relaved, with the
arfiedd nosmally handling e fhights per week and called Wideawake alter a local
sea bird and not for aleriness. Ascensson had been wsed by the French as a base for
the Congo rescue operation so ibe mlanden wore ot surprmsed when RAF planey
began to armve forty-cight hours after the invasion of the Falklamds

Farst in were the signallens, the aircraft ground crews and a Naval detachment
The task was bo receive the stores anl men that had “missed the bosl™ in the rpid
mohilization of the Fleetr, and gct them anio the ships as they came past. An ad-hoc
wnil, Britisk Foroes Sapport Limit Ascemsion, was formed under RN command bat
the Naval element was soon swamped by the RAF contingest, when Wideawake

Operation Corporate Sappers On Ascension Major P M
R Hill RE MA CEng MICE
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Plie 1. Compondic. Widessake Airficld on & guict day

became the base for Nimeod marnitime reconnalssance asircraft and thesr supporting.
Victor tankers, Find Sappors in were a team from Mililary Works Force led by
Colonel “Jangly™ Drake and sent b0 plan the construction of @ S00-man camp. in
case it was decided 10 base o brigade on the iland. At this slage AsCIsion was very
much under the Navy's thumb and offers of help from the Anmy were booked on as
takeover bids, However, il became obvious that, though the Navy might manage by
hemsehves, help was needed to support RAF operations as their demands for fuel,
water and accommisdation outstnpped local fesburces.

o b Ascension and don’ come back until | say so.” was my direcinve from
MG Unusuadly lueid for MOD but it sounded ominous until | founsd out that the
“na retun” clause was fo try and prevent me being “returned 10 sender.” The fiery

RN Captain commanding the Support Unit wans imcd b cut bers to
match the water and scconmodation availsble, Liasson officers. stafl officers and
defimitely clmsed as “deadwoosd b0 be g £ but the Army needed

Vs WiTe
m«;mmmmwmmwwwmumm

o .lmnuwmmummmmmm
saw an my arrival on 25 Apnl that there were enough enginecr problems for me o
re-role a3 a Sapper and become indispemsiblc. RAF fusel bowsers were breaking up
the roadth, water stocks weee dwindiing. scoommodatnen was over flowing e
uirfiekl sprom was overcronded. HO E-in-C akready had plans in hand to deal with
these probients but  lot of detsil had still to be sorted out.

The M00-man camp was never built as the (RE2 Alled that requirement. A plan
for a Chinook helipad had been made and the stores assembled but horror stories
frosm the local Americans about the emery paper effect of volcanic dnt on turbine
uumphquh-hlhnpqmmﬁnnphﬂupmn.ﬁuupﬂwmd-hiiﬂ;m
the traffic of the bowsers, a pipcline had to be buill 1o move the sviation foel 4-3km
from the bulk storsge tanks onto the asrfield, Valuable cargo space was allocated
snid for thirty-six hours from 28 April, every RAF Hercules in came crammed with

stores. It was with relief that | then welcomed a team from 516 STRE o
and check the crates. The ling had been planned from o map study and so
a confirmatory walk along the route and wme amendments 1o the plan. The
'S amthorities inststed on o Government-to-Government agreement work
could begin, 0 [ drew one up and signed it mysell as the representative of HMO,

1 Troop 31 Field (Construction) under Licutenant Martin Tucker
arrived on 2 May to hlinmrllﬁmwvﬂﬁﬂlm
ple aof iiems of plant were begged and barmwed and comstrasction began the next
day. Despite the hest and the shortage of transport and the lava terrain, the
work went as planned unid the line was ready for testing on the fifth day. An RAOC
peam Bew owl two days later to take it over and had very few operating problems.

Operation Corporate Sappers On Ascension 1
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Dml:lhdnﬂmd and though i was quickly repaired. the incident proved the
mdfm-Wﬂdehmwn!hfm_lmﬂfrlhm when the isalat-

operate the bawser hydrants. The fexible tanks started splitting and leaking after
sy weeks comtmnt emptying and Biling in the tropical sun bt the deterioration
then sbowed wath the omset of cooler weather ansd a diop i wage. Only ons ok
had 10 be replaced the rest requined frequent patching.

As SO A8 MEn s spared from pipeline comtruction, they were deploved
onto o wikle range of tasks to show the Novy what the Sapper cam do and soon 1alk
of sending the Troop back 1o LK stopped. mmhlnﬁmhmlhrﬂml
secarity fencing and defemsive positions while the anisan irsdesnsen worked along-
side the Cable snd Wircless Works Department in re-wiring and re-plambing shan-
doned buildings. In all, mmhﬁmtﬂﬂimmwmlﬂw
short-term siamdords. Much effort went imlo the renovaion of o disused fever hos-
pital which needed o complete refurbishment, as it was last used in the days of
bucket latrimes and tin batbs. Wash basing, hot showers, o wrimal and 8 W were
instalied and & mew drain Laid 1o a septic tank seventy-five metres away. The baild-
ing was allocated 1o the Troop for sccommodation but they preferred the freedom
of their tented camp to living among the local famibes. This refusal coused some
uncase among the RAF orews who were moved in instead but fears of an outhreak
of plague woon faded and they somn made themeselves ot home., as a request for top-
sodl for & patio ganden proved. The Sapper srtisan tradesmcn lacked practical

. which resubted in o ddow work rate and a reloctance 1o step owiside City
andl Ciuilds methods and improvise, Clse supervision by & Clerk of Works was
found to be pecessary. Inexpersence also showed in their inabsliny 10 think out and
plan thetr work so that they made sure they had the stores they needed lor the
whaole day.

Thee MOD were persuaded that RAF aircrew must be bricfed in air-conditioned

Photo L. Part of Emorgescy Feel Intallatm

Operation Corporate Sappers On Ascension 2
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Photo 1. Podsrshaben Bungakoss ereciod s am HO Comglex

roams rather than tents and six Portakabin portable busgakoss were flown oul The
Teoop put these up, thres on the LS hase for aircrew accommisdation and thice on
the airffell for an Operations HO comples. With » gusting wind and an inexpern-
enced crane operston, we could pot match the manaifaciurer's erection linss of forty
minutes per modube. Indeed it took that koag just #o firoe the restraining bolts which

cxpected when the buildings were defivered within twenty-loar hours of the order,
there was some slight mismatching of bolt holes and the odd missing item. The che-
iricians mever disl find the wiriag diasgram for one model and to make things worse,
had 10 crawd i and ot through the sir-conditioner hatch until we gove up the
search for the doorkeys and cut out the locks. We were very emvious of the Amer-
cans, who responded 10 the FLAF pleas for something bettor than tenbs 10 live in by
flving in fourtcen plancloads of portable scoommeodation purpose-designed for
their Rapad Deployment Force. In five days, a 25-man crew put up appommodaton
fiar S0 men, complete with air conditioning. fush toilet, ot showers and a laun-
dry, all powered by a turbine TAIKW generator.

To power the banga with their alr-conditioming, sis of the new 40KV A gener-
abisrs were Bown oul. Since one set coubd sspply all the bungalows, one suspects a
decimal point slipped somewhere. By now, the 5 and 10KV A air-coled st
brought by the RAF showed they were unfit for continuos running at high tempsr-
stares, so the supply of to the whole of the tented comples around the
airficld Became an RE task. Two dntribution boards were set up. each powered by
ooe J0KV A generator, The ather four sets were needed o keep two working, for
the new generators had their fair share of teething pritrlems and came withoul any
spares backing or parts lists. Describing a wamesd part 1o the Domnington Compa-
ter without referring 10 code numbers or diagrans was a good test of descriptive
yocabalary and persistence. Many of the problems oocurred in the sphisticated
electronic control syatem which defied repaie even by aircraft techmiciaes, and some
old faithful 2TWEKVA sets were quickly flown out m standby. The can of the
OHficer, who decided that an isolsted rsland 000 miles away was a good place Lo try
0wt new equipment, should have glowed each time the 30VA scts cul out, the
mmﬂmdlmndnmwﬂhdmdnhuuwumtdmﬂrum
Sappor

Operation Corporate Sappers On Ascension 3
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The shortage of water was always o constraint on the sumbers allowed onto the
island, All fresh water came from two desalination plants, one British and ome
American. To' boost production on the UK side, an 5400 gallan per day reverse
esmonis portable plant. crewed by a 2-man RE team, was fhown owt and mstalled
absngside the existing desalination plant. This was & compact and efficient unit bat
Mhmﬂpmﬂhdn:ﬂnﬁ:rmdtnmmhﬂ:mhm
timuous ruaning. About 30 per cent availability was obtained, due o breakdowns
causcd by pamp and pipe failwres, plus the time needed 1o bring out replacement
mufmnlhcUP..Inmm.lbuwuuummmiuMnmmmm

desalination plant’s output had no mechanical problems bit mstesd their osmo-

tic membranes ksted only a few davs, The membranes cost S00 Sollars exch and
their frequent replacement meant that the cost of the water was very nearly one
dollar per gallon. Mo membrane failurcs happened on the Britsh umit. so clearly
&ﬁmﬂhmmhﬂﬂmmﬁwu&w:ﬂmhﬁ.mmm
;i:wﬂhdiﬂk muﬂﬁwpq;]hﬁwhr:d1hhdmlhn

ilities. and the oo ion stayed at A Y gallons per man per day, the
planning figure in the & EMPH on accommodation. E:

Comiderable RE effort went into improving and enfarging English Bay Camp,
This was o tented camp with blockwork Eatrines, ablutions and cookboue. The

For Chperation Corporaie it was expanded to bobd up o 450 men and sl the facilities
were overloaded. First task for the RE Troop was o rewire the tents o avoid
imvoluntary dancing i the showers when the lights went om, The cause was fraced
to Maval initiative in using 2pin prick-through connectors. into J-core cable, this
making the camp earthing system Inve. The drainage system then required urgent
attention as the cesspits overflowed, followed by an owbreak of mikl dwsentery. A
central septic tank, sired for S00 men, was built and connected using cast o water
pipes for the sewers. The pipes were taken from & long disused water nasin bsid in
the kst century to bring water from the mountain and using these for @ sewer stir-
red up local preservationists. Concrete blocks for the tank and for sdditional la1-
rines anxl ablutions were made locally by the Troop using beach sand. voleansc cin-
ders and RN cement normally used for the eenergency repalr of ships.

A wide range of minor works and repairs was done. Improvired wrinals and |ai-
rinies were built at the airbead, with one Lance Conporal having to learn the hard
way that deep trench latrines need 10 be deep but do not aeed a concrete floor 1o

Phats 4. 3V A Gienerasor on the Amrbewd

Operation Corporate Sappers On Ascension 4
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pumps and flters were ranning most of the day, every day, and numerois mechanical
es ocourmed, A lot of hoses split as well, Char W irefication Ulmits were the
one item of equipment which dud not really show up well

In comtrast, ome equipment which was a greal siscoesa wan ihe Combat Support
Bt (3 These were used to assist the Work Boat in manocuvering dracones,
For diving support, lor hason work, bl mainly for the high specd movemen of
personnel and stores from ship 1o share. They were invalusble as gencral purpose
barbouar crafi. There were no other small boats capable of carrving passengers
Major movements 10 the sccomnfodation ships were micd out ai set times by
landing craft. But the Sappers took it apon themaclves 1o min a harboar = tai™ ser-
wice twenty-four bours a day. 'Without the C5B4 life would have been unbearably
frustrating for those living or working on ships

Although nof wnder my command, we maintained close links with Major | Winfield
amd kis detachment from 20 PC Sqn. They ded sterling work as soon as the ship-
loads of mail staned to arrive. They handied mail for the entire force. evenfually
persanding the Navy to produce some Regulatons o assisl with ships. mail. The
tmely arrival of madl was probably the most imporant single fac .
tenance of mormbe, A soon as we had tken Stanbey and mail was alr-dropped and
later mirlanded, madl was arriving in a8 liftle as three days. Before this, howover
there were delays of several weeks

Ohar finsl major task before the arnval of the first two roulement Squadrons was
i spme N0 fons of sirfeld construction stores and pland froen the
nel Cealar Bamik. 11 50 took this on and by working round the chock for
mite lterally) managed to get most of the stores ashore by the time

This was o mongst the stores were four enor-

mous rock crushers. |1 was 4 very tease moisenl as the 1 erusher was dragged off
the LCLI by & recovery vehicke with the CET pushang from Behand, and up and over
1 Sgn's new Class 60 shipway, Towoch and go. Buat, as throughout the campaign,
good basic combat engineer skills and experience conpled with the resourcefulncss
sl i ive which most of our officens, NOOs and soldiers have in full messure,
carried] the day

can fent

Phavin 8. Servace af Dedack

ol Crena oo Sagaped Hadl in Memary of the Sappen whe
the campaign

Operation Corporate The Falkland Islands Campaign 5
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the workload and recruit more labowr, The Last of the Troop left on 2 Angest, the
day after the PSA assumed respomsibility, but an Oifficer stayed on for three weeks
v act for the PSA until their staff armived.

When the Sappers armived, we were none 160 welcome but, by the time we had to
go. the other Services were pleading for us 10 stay. Alss, the demands from the
Falklands for more men had pricrity—ibere are never enough Sappers! We learned
e pew kessons bul releamed many old enes, Chiel amongs! these was the nocd fof
the Sapper tradesman 1o be sullicagnily practised a1 his trade to have enough con-
fidence to improvise when text-book solutions do ot spply

Operation Corporate—The Falkland
Islands Campaign

LIEUT COLONEL G W FIELD MBE RE

The Author wier commissioned friam Sand-
furrst in Dee 6F. Afrer @ “shont course™ ar
RMCS Shrivenham e hod ooy a0 a
Trospp Commarder in 38 (Berfin] Fd Sqn
wad ¥ [muler Para Sqn separmeed by & shov
o ain @ Party Eéfacer @ | Trg Repr. Me
ther sperd fwe yeary as Al Feldworks o
the BIME before going fo Singapare &
2T 39 K Sgn. He returned 1o the LUK
with ive Sqn om iy redesignation o 59
fadep Cdo Sgn. A more sicoessful year aof
RMCS was followed by @ year & b
Austratian Staff College. Since then e hay
Bera i MGD Secretariar, has commmanded
30 Indep Cio S and hay been a 15 { Man-
apeanemd) at RAMCS where be way respon-
sitde Jfor Division [T of te Army Saff
Conrae, Me b mow Covremanding 78 Engr
Rawd

InTRODLCTION

| became invilved m Chperation Corporate when it was decided 1o reinforee the
Task Force with 3 Infantry Brigade. Simultapeously, it was decided to apposnt a 2-
star Land Fowce Commander, Major General Jeremy Moore. Headguanen Com-
mande Forces RM, augmented by Service advisers. became Headquarters Land
Forces Falkland [lands (HO LFF1}. 1 was appointed CRE

This artscle is abowt Roval Engineer operatsons during and immedistely after the
campaign. [t records events as | saw them. My krwrwledige of 1he period from the
inetkal landings until the armval in theatre of HO LFFL mine days bater. & second
hand and | have drawn on an scoount written by Majpor Roddy Macdonald, OC 59
Indep Cdo Sqn ms well s the SITREPS we received on board (£

Mousming
O 2 April 1982 Argentine Forces invadex the Falkland klands in prosecution of a
long standing claim (o sovereignty. The United Kingdom's immediaie respoese was
to despatch a Naval Task Foree to the South Atantic. The Task Force, including 3
Cido Bade BM ansd the Spearhead Battalion, 3 PARA, sailed three days later. This
was a tremensdous achievement from a standing star and with no contingency plan-

Operation Corporate The Falkland Islands Campaign
Lieut Colonel G W Field MBE RE
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ning. Necdless to say, vehicles, equipment and stores were piled into ships in great
haste and in the order in which they happened to arrive at the docks. Some general
consumable engineer stores were loaded although the bulk of the stores consisted
of Emergency Fuel Handling Equipment {EFHE) and Harrier stores. PSA (Pre-
fabricated Surfacing Airfields) panels were being thrown on to the RFA Stromness
right to the very last minute. What a contribution these stores were to make to the
campaign!

The Task Force spent some two weeks off Ascension Island. This gave a much
needed opportunity to cross-deck and repack equipment and for limited training
and rehearsals to be carried out, The appreciations and planning for the landings
were finalized; CINCFLEET, Vice Admiral Sir Join Fieldhouse and CLFFI having
fiown to Ascension to discuss the situation with the Task Force Commander, Rear
Admiral Sandy Woodward, and Comd 3 Cdo Bde RM, Brigadier Julian Thomp-
son. 'The San Carlos area on East Falkland was chosen from a number of possible
options because it had a sheitered deep water anchorage, the surrounding hills gave
a measure of protection against air attack and it was not heavily defended.

Colonel Tony Mornement and Major Nick Hawkins, both from HQ E-in-C
arrived in Ascension during this period bringing with them a going map which HQ
E-in-C had prepared and dossiers on many of the Settiements throughout the Falk-
land Islands. These had been prepared by de-briefing Islanders who had been
expelied by the Argentines and from any cther avaiiable source, The going map
proved to be of limited value because we arrived at the end of the driest and war-
mest summer in living memory which invalidated much of the information. In any
case, wheeled vehicles moved bysea or by helicopter and the tracked vehicles—BV
202 E, CVR(T) and CET—all coped well with the ground conditions. The Settle-
ment briefs were of interest to Speciat Forces. I found the most useful information
of all was the airstrip data overprinted on the going map. Argentine air operations,
particularly those involving transport aircraft, were of great interest to the Com-
mander and the intelligence staffs. The characteristics of all the airstrips in the
Falklands had been discussed in considerable detail with one of the Falkland
Islands Government Air Service (FIGAS) Islander pilots and so one could advise
with a fair degree of confidence on the feasibility of enemy aircraft operating from
vartous locations. The information was useful, too, in chosing sites for Harrier For-
ward Operating Bases {(FOBs),

On 30 April the Task Force, now augmented by 2 PARA Group which included
2Tp 9 Para 8qn, sailed South. OC 59 Indep Cdo Sqn gave his orders on 17 May and
on 18 May further regrouping and cross-decking was carried out. Ships were loaded
far in excess of their peacetime limits for the assault. In addition to the Command
Ship, HMS Fearless, there were LSLs, the civilian car ferries Norland and Europic
Ferry and the Canberra. Not the ideal Task Group with which to mount an amphibi-
ous assault—but it worked!

TuE LANDING

The weather for the final run in was ideal. It was overcast with mist and fog patches.
This denied the enemy the opportunity of hitting the Force at the most vulnerable
time. In the light of the performance of the Argentine Air Force over the next
seven days it was just as well. However, the landing took place against light opposi-
tion in the early hours of 21 May. An enemy Company {minus) held Fanning Head
which dominates the Northern entrance to the Falkland Sound and San Carlos
Water, This was destroyed in an advance force operation shortly before the main
landing. 3 PARA with 2 Tp 9 Para Sqn took Port San Carlos (Green Beach), 45
Cdo with Condor Tp 59 Cdo Sqn took Ajax Bay (Red Beach), and 40 Cdo with 2
Tp 59 Indep Cdo Sqn took San Carlos {Blue Beach). 2 PARA landed at San Carlos
and marched South to the Sussex Mountains. The bridgehead had been secured.

Daylight brought clear skies and enemy aircraft. The bridgehead and, in particu-
lar, the ships crowded into San Carlos water were subjected to continual air attacks
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throughout the first day. The intensity and tenacity of these attacks was quite unex-
pected, Wave after wave of Mirages and Skybawks came in, inllicting scvere dam-
age on the ships. Fortunately, the Argentine pilots were flying extremely low to try
to evade the enormous weight of anti-aircraft fire being put up and, as a result,
many of the bombs they dropped did not have time to arm. Had this not been the
casc we could have lost many more ships. As it was, some had miraculous escapes.
HMS Amrim, for example, took a 1000tb bomb through the armoured hatch Jead-
ing to the Sea Sihug magazine in which a large number of 24 ton missiles were
stored. The bomb misscd a live missile by not more than one inch, bounced up and
put a large blister in the fiight deck, rebounded down through another deck, meun-
dered around for 2 bit and ended up in a loo! Gther ships had similar escapes. As a
result, many ships finished up with Unexploded Bombs (UXBs} on board, It was in
dealing with 2 UXB on board HMS Antelope that SSgt J Prescott lost his life and
WO2 I H Phillips was severely wounded.

The Argentine Air Force paid a high price, howcever, in these attacks. It was not
unusual for at least half the aircraft taking part to be destroyed. Every conceivable
weapon was used against them from Harriers, Rapier, the GW systems on ships,
Bofors, Brownings, GPMGs and LMGs, to SLRs converted to automatic using
matchsticks! 11 Fd Sqn was credited with “splashing” a Mirage with LMG fire from
the flight deck of Sir Bedivere.

The Sappers were hard at work as soon as they disembarked. Each Beach
required a water point. Command Posts were dug in using the CETs. Beaches and
exits had to be improved. Buildings were checked for possible booby traps. Sappers
took part in the patrol programme. LCpl I P Hare, 9 Para Sqn, was scriously
woundcd on one such patrol.

OC 59 Indep Cdo Sqn's first task was to recce a site for the Harrier FOB. The
two most likely sites were the existing Islander atrstrips at San Carlos and Port San
Carlos. The latter was chosen as it was much firmer and had the added bonus of a
sporting ski jump at the Western end. The site was very restricted, however, and
there was no guestion of building the **West Wittering” FOB which had been
designed before we left UK. 59 Sqn started 1o get the stores for the Emergency Fuel
Handling Equipment (EFHE) ashore on 23 May. But as we experienced on several
occasions later the ship-to-shore movement of stores was agonizingly slow. The orig-
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Phaio |, Diracose andd Pipeline at Pon San Carlos

mal design of the balk fuel installation of o pump rait with two Deate pumps m
series pumping through a soft line o storage 1anks on the hill above the beach did
nat work. The system was redesigned with a beached dracone, a sngle Dewz pump
o the beach, and victaulic pipe imstead of soft line. (Photo 1.) This worked well. It
continwed to work well throaghout the campaign providing feel not ondy for Har-
riers bt also for the very large numbers of helicopters which were essential for tac-
teal movement and logistic resupply. At times the Port San Carbos EFHE wa
delivering over 40000 gallons of AVCAT per day. It is worth recording that the
management and most of the operation of this system remained & Sapper responi-
bility throsghout the battle, simply because no one else scemed prepaned 1o grip it
We monitored stock levels, calded in the fuel tanker when a refill was necessary,
Mied the dracone, moored it and pamped the lvel o storage. We even refuclled
helicopters at times. It was not entil two months alter the campaign ended that we
managed to pass ihe management of bulk fuel sysems 1o those whose respamibility
it was,

O 24 May 11 Fd 5Sqn landed at Port San Carbos 1o build the Harrier strip. The
stores for about hall of *West Winering'™ (500 tons ) iogether with all 11 Sqn's vehi-
ches amd G 0K were embarked in Adamic Comvevor which was due 0 enber San
Carlos Water on the morming of 26 May, Unfortunately a1 abost 20000 the pre-
whonas night the ship was strusck by an Exocet missile, caught fine and later sank. This
was & very serious blow since, in addition to the Harrier stones and G 1098, the vhip
was carrying o large amount of trackway, 40 Kghting kits and ten I7kVA gener-
stors, 3 LWT {Light Wheeled Tracton), & Thwaites Dumpers, 4 Combat Suppor
Boats, 10 wns of Bostik (scab repair), water supply equipment. EFHE, ECP
{Engineer Construction Plant) etc. The problem was compounded by the loss of
much of 29 Sqm's G098 and vehlicles om the Sir Lawcolodr, abandonicd with two
UXBs on board. {Most of this equipment was Ister recovered. } The immediate
problem of the loss of the Harmier stores was overcome by wsing the PSA which had
been embarked in Srommess 1o give 59 Sgn a bomb damage repair capability and
for the constrocton of WTOL (Vertical Take OFf and Landing) pads. This equip-
ment was brought ashone at Green Beach and haubed up through Port San Carbos
Seatlement o the airstrip using crvilian tractors and traiben. No ssoner hed the run:
way been laid, by 11 Fd Sgn, when a Chinook landed besade it; the down-draught
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lifted the strip several feet in the air and buckled it. No repair pancls were available
when the runway was built and so it was necessary to strip back much of what had
been laid and then to re-lay it. This happened on a number of occasions both during
the campaign and after it. Perhaps in future we should pin the runway down at the
sides as well as the ends. The frustration of this incident was forgotten when the
first Harriers used the strip on 5 June. Every day thereafter two Sca Harriers and
two Ground Attack (GR3) Harriers came ashore from the Carrier Battle Group at
first light and operated from the FOB throughout the day. Over 150 operational
sorties were flown in the period 5-14 June. Until the Port San Carlos FOB was
established aircraft had to fly 200 miles or so from the carriers before engaging their
targets. Land based aircraft had z greatly improved response time and their endur-
ance dramatically increased, This was of tremendous significance in winning the 2ir
battle.

THE BrReEAk OUT

By 27 May the build up of the force in the beach-head and the stocking of the BMA
had reached the point where the advance towards Staniey could begin. San Carlos
had many advantages as a site for the initial landing. But it had one major disadvan-
tage—it was 50 miles as the crow flies from the key objective. Given the difficult
terrain and the routes chosen it would not be unreasonable to double or even treble
the distance for men marching cross-country. The Sappers had particularly heavy
loads to carry and the very highest standards of fitness and stamina were demanded
of those who eventually walked all the way to Stanley. 3 PARA with 2 Tp Y Sqn
headed for Teal Inlet Settiement and 45 Cdo with Condor Tp 59 Sqn for Douglas
Settlement, neither of which, as far as we knew, was occupicd by the enemy. 42
Cdo, with 2 Tp 39 Sqn, were eventually flown forward after several days delay due
to bad weather on to Mount Kent which huad been partially secured in an earlicr
operation. 2 PARA moved South to carry out Battalion raids on Darwin and
Goose Green which were thought to be held by an enemy force of some 500. (By
the time they got there it had been considerably reinforced.) HQ 3 Cdo Bde moved
by BV 202 E to Teal Inlet once this had been seeured. A forward BMA was estab-
lished here later. 40 Cdo remained in the San Carlos area to securc 5 Inf Bde's
point of entry and to act as the Bde reserve. As the last troops were climbing the
kills out of San Carlos an enemy air attack came in during which Spr P K Gandhi, 59
Sqn, was killed.

The “raid™ on Darwin and Goose Green turned out to be the most dramatic
action of the whole campaign. Lieutenant C R Livingstone, who commanded
Recce Tp 59 Sgn during the battle, will,  hope, describe his Troop’s part in graphic
detail. The Troop grouped a four-man recce section under the command of an
Officer or Senior NCO with each of the 2 PARA Companies. They cleared routes
and fought as infantry throughout the battle. Their performance was outstanding.
Cpl M Melia regrettably was killed by machinc gun fire early in the action. The
mine clearing operations in Goose Green gave us the first hard intelligence con-
cerning enemy mines of the campaign. This was to prove very important.

REINFORCEMENT
As we have seen, the immediate response to the Argentine invasion had been 10
launch a Task Force, the land element of which was 3 Cdo Bde RM reinforced by
the Speathead Battalion {3 PARA} and the leading Spearhead Parachute Battalion
Group {2 PARA Gp). The Argentine Forces on the Falkland Isiands were thought
to number about 10000-11000 including nine Infantry Battalions. It was by no
means certain that a five-Battalion Landing Force would be sufficiently strong to
overcome the enemy, particularly as the Falklond Islands were within range of
enemy land based aircraft. In any event a reserve was needed and had to be avail-
able at a good deal less than the twelve days or so it takes to get to the Falkland
Istands from UK by air and sea. It was decided, therefore, that the Landing Force
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should be reinforced by an additional Brigade. 3 Inf Bde, whose Priority 2 role is
out-of-area intervention operations, was chosen. Two of the three Battalions of the
Brigade—2 PARA and 3 PARA—had already deployed and these were replaced
by 1 WG (Welsh Guards) and 2 SG (Scots Guards), both public duties Battalions.
36 Engr Regt, which is under command of 5 Inf Bde, was ordered to deploy with
RHQ, 9 Para Sqn, 61 Fd Sp Sqn and Wksp REME in the first phase. 50 Fd Sqn
{Const} was to deploy later. An advance party of CRE Works was warned to move
in Phase 1. Major General Moore was appointed as the Commander Land Forces.
His Headquarters, HQ Cdo Forces RM, was augmented by Service advisers and
their staffs—CRA, CRE, RAFLO—and by additiona! intelligence and com-
munications staffs.

The reconstituted 5 Inf Bde dashed down toc Sennybridge—not unlike the Falk-
lands and & good dea! closer to Aldershot—for a training period and an FTX in
order to work the formation up to a reasonable standard of coliective training
before deployment. 9 Sgn had a particularly hectic time of it. They were recailed
from leave on a Sunday afternoon; moved to Lydd two hours later for two days
intensive five firing of all weapons; then moved to Wyke Regis for a few days com-
bat engineer training; up to Sennybridge for the Brigade FTX; back to Wyke Regis;
and finally to Aldershot. All without a hitch? Then after a couple of days leave the
Brigade sailed from Southampten on QFE2. HQ LFFI remained at Northwood for
as long as possible and then flew to join QE2 at Ascension Island. No stopping for
training or cross-decking or tactical loading this time—30 knots all the way! Two
hundred miles off South Georgta we rendezvoused with HMS Antrim, a light
cruiser, and transferred CLFFI, Comd 5 Inf Bde and the key members of their staffs,
including the CRE and OC 9 Para Sqn, for a fast run in ahead of the main force. Tt
was essential for the “R™ Groups to get to the Falklands as early as possible in
order to catch up with the rapidly developing situation and to see the ground. Com-
munications had not been goed on board Q£2 and we were not fully up to speed
with events on the ground. At the edge of the Total Exclusion Zone {TEZ) we
linked up with HMS FHermes and while CLFFI went aboard for a meeting with
R Adml Woodward the remainder of the staff transferred to HMS Feariess which was
tobe the Command Ship for the operation. Alsoembarked in HMS Fearfess was Com-
mander Amphibious Warfare {COMAW) with whorn we were to have the closest
possible links over the coming weeks.

HMS Fearless re-entered San Carlos Water in the early hours of 30th May.
CLFFI assumed command of ail land forces. I assumed command of all Sappers
{less the Posties!}), We went ashore shortly after first light and were briefed by
Comd 3 Cdo Bde on the situation. It was decided that his Brigade should continue
to develop its operations on the Northern flank while 5 Inf Bde, once established
ashore, would exploit to the South through Fitzroy and Bluff Cove linking up with 3
Cdo Bde in the area South of Mount Challenger. 2 PARA were to revert te under
command 5 Inf Bde.

1t is appropriate to mention here Command and Control. In writing Land Force
SOPs at Northwood [ envisaged placing 9 Para Sqn in support and under command
for movement of 5 Inf Bde; of leaving 59 Indep Cdo Sqn in support of 3 Cdo Bde;
and of designating the RHQ, 1! Fd Sqn, 61 Fd Sp Sqn and the Wksp REME as
Force Troops. HQRE would remain embarked in HMS Fearless and the CRE
would exercise command through the RHQ 36 Engr Regt. This worked except
that, for most of the time, Brigade operations were allowed te develop indepen-
dently against a broad directive givent by CLFFI and so, effectively, the two Field
Squadrons were under command of their Brigades. Communications difficuities
from the Command Ship over the extended distances we were working made it
impossible for the CRE to command these Squadrons in any case. The Force
Troops units remained grouped in the San Carles area and command was not a
problem.

The main body of 5 Inf Bde arrived in San Carlos Water on 2 June. They had an
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extremcly difficult and frustrating offload. The landing cratt and helicopter assets
which had been available entirely to 3 Cdo Bde now had to be shared between the
two Brigades. They were inadequate. Helicopter support was still needed by 3 Cdo
Bde for resupply and for tactical movement when a chance to exploit forward pre-
sented itself. The operation of landing craft and Mexeflotes was not, in my view, a
great success, They were not as tightly controlled as they might have been and the
mechanical handling facilities on the beaches were woefully inadequate. The
offioad problems were compounded by the way in which the ships had been loaded
in the UK in a great rush, Many important vehicles and equipment did not see the
light of day until after the surrender because they were loaded behind other non-
essential freight. It is one facet of the operation which went badly wrong and which
will need very carceful planning and control in the future.

The plans for moving 5 Bde forward changed and changed again. In the end, the
Commander hijacked (retasked, as he put itt) a Chinook and pushed forward about
a Company’s worth of 2 PARA from Goose Green to Fitzroy and Bluff Cove, hav-
ing earlier discovered by telephoning the Setticment Manager that the area was
clear of encmy. Pians to fly the rest of the Brigade forward were frustrated by a lack
of helicopters and by poor weather. [t was decided, therefore, to move by sea. This
wus achieved over the nights of 5/6, /7 and 7/8 June after a joint 9 Sqn/SBS recce
had proved the beaches and exits. It was on the final day during the offload in Fite-
roy Creck that the Sir Galahad and Sir Tristram were attacked by Skyhawk and
Mirage aircraft. Cpl A G Mcllvenny and Spr W D Tarbard died in this attack and
eight members of 20 I'd Sgn, attached to 9 Para Sqn, were wounded. This, for me,
was the blackest moment of the campaign. We had been caught off guard. We had
underestimated the capability of the Argentines to mount an attack on this scale
after being decimated in the attacks on San Carlos Water. There had been sporadic
air attacks during the weck before the Sir Galahad incident but all the indications
were that the threat had diminished markedly. There was, it must be said, abso-
lutely no doubt about the need to get 5 Bde forward with the utmost speed. 3 Cdo
Bde were enduring extremely harsh conditions, hanging on to positions on Mounts
Kent, Challenger and Estarcia. Cold injuries were mounting and the fighting
efficicncy of the Brigade would have diminished had it remained in the mountains
for much longer. Nevertheless, it was a painfully high price to pay.

THE BATTLE FOR STANLEY

With 5 Bde now forward the scene was set for the assault on Stanley. 3 Cdo Bde
were in a position to strike first and were reinforced by two Battalions from 5 Inf
Bde {1 WG and 2 PARA} for the attack. Extensive patrolling of the objectives—
Two Sisters, Mount Harriet and Mount Longdon—was carried out in the days pre-
ceding the attack. 59 Sqn Sappers plaved a key role in this patrol activity, identify-
ing mineficlds und marking safe lanes through them. Without this detailed recce
mine casualites would undoubtedly have been higher during the assault. The Bri-
gade night attack, supported by five Batteries of Artillery (with 400 rounds per gun)
and Naval gunfire from four ships on gun lines to the North and South of the objec-
tives, was a brifliant success. By shortly after first light 3 PARA with 2 Tp 9 Sqn had
secured Mount Longdon against fierce opposition which included Argentine Regu-
far Marines, 45 Cdo with Condor Tp 59 Sqn had sccured Two Sisters and 42 Cdo
with 2 Tp 59 Sqn had secured Mount Harriet and Goat Ridge. Cpl § Wilson of 2 Tp
59 Sqn and Spr C A Jones of Condor Tp 59 Sgn unfortunately lost their lives in
these attacks.

Positions on these objectives were consolidated and the recce and planning took
place for the next phase of the battle. 9 Sqn carried out some excellent minefield
recces which enabled safe routes to be chosen for 5 Inf Bde's advance. The Brigade
was {o have assaulted Tumbledown Mountain and Mount William on the night
after the 3 Cdo Bde attack but it was decided that there was insufficient ime for proper
battle procedure to be carried out, partly because the 3 Cdo Bde objectives had not
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been fully secured, and so the attack was postponed by twenty-four hours. The
objectives were held by a Battalion of Argentine Marines. They were in extremely
well prepared positions in the rocks and crags on top of the mountains. A diversion-
ary attack, guided by Junior NCOs from 9 Sqn, was faunched on an enemy position
to the South of Mount William. During this attack LCpl J P Pashley was killed. The
matn attack, supported by 3 Tp 9 Sqn, went in at 0100hrs with the same level of fire
support enjoyed by 3 Cdo Bde two nights earlier. It took all this support and a good
deal of determined and courageous hand-to-hand fighting to dislodge the enemy.
By first light 2 SG had secured the Western end of this feature. Meanwhile to the
North 2 PARA, under command 3 Cdo Bde, with Recce Tp 59 Sqn were attacking
Wireless Ridge brilliantly combining massive fire support from CVR{T}, Naval
gans, Artillery, mortars and direct fire anti tank weapons. By first light Wireless
Ridge had been secured and 2 PARA were advancing on to Moody Brook Camp
completely outflanking the Argentines on Tumbledown. And then they cracked!
By 0900hrs Tumbledown was secured. As 1/7 GR {Gurkha Rifles) prepared to attack
Mount William, Argentine resistance crumbled under the enormous weight of
Artillery and direct fire support. Soldiers abandoned their trenches and started
streaming back down towards Stanley. The Gunners had a field day. Then the
white flags went up in Stanley and it was all over. The sense of euphoria and relief
was terrific!

THE SURRENDER

In Force Tac HQ at Fitzroy it scemed during the night that the attack was getting
bogged down. T went to bed, missed the end of the battle and was then wakened by
my driver to be told that our Rover was about to be flown to Stanley to act as a rear
link during the surrender negotiations. At about 2230hrs {ZULU) Major General
Moore, the CRA {Col Pennicott) and I climbed aboard a "*Pinger” (Passive Night
Goggles) Sea King helicopter and flew into Stanley. It was a memorable experi-
ence. Until [ had actually flown in a “Pinger” 1 had fondly imagined that they were
fitted with magic night flying aids. Not on your life! When I saw the pilot put on his
goggles, my heart sank. [ had a marked feeling of vulnerability when we landed in
Stanley since, although our troops held the outskirts, the town was still full of
armed Argentine soldiers.

The surrender ceremony took place in the Secrctariat building at midnight. A
rather sleek-looking and very clean General Menendez headed the opposition team
of five Generals. A tired, but nevertheless very crisp Gen Moore headed ours. It
was a very civilized and proper affair. They had been routed; we had achieved a
resounding victory; the detail of the ceremony and the article of surrender were not
terribly important. There was a definite Gilbert and Sullivan School Concert atmos-
phere about it. We knew it had to be a solemn affair but none of us had rehearsed
it. We acceded to their request to delete “unconditional” from the surrender docu-
ment in order, apparently, to safeguard their “military honour™. Gen Moore did
not agree to their request to put “Islas Malvinas” in brackets after “Falkland
Islands™ on the surrender document. This was firmily, and none too politely,
refused! Then we all had a cup of tea. What else!

Sarper TASKS IN THE BATTLE
By far the most important task for Sappers during the battle was minefield recce
and breaching. Most of the recce was carried out by Junior NCOs and Sappers from
9 Sqn and 59 Sqn. Their performance, often close to Argentine positions and under
heavy direct and indirect fire, was magnificent. The Infantry became very mine con-
scious once they started taking mine casualties and would go nowhere witheut hav-
ing “Holdfast” close at hand—jpreferably a few steps in front. As most of the
minefields were unmarked they were usually discovered the hard way. Licutenant
R € Hendicott of 59 Sqn, who was supperting the Welsh Guards on the last day of
the battle, tells a story of the entire Battalion being stuck in a minefield after taking
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rwo cusmalties in quick suocession amd of how his Troop breached the WG owt
Tvwas gooud 1o bear Infantrymen singing the praises of the Sappers when the battle was
ovET

Two bridging tasks were compbeted, Fitzroy Bridge had been blown as the encmy
withdrew destroving ome pier and cresting & gap of about 60 feet ot the Eastemn
endl. The arca was mined. 9 Sqn cleared the mines ans then repaired the bridge by
comstructing o timber tresthe peer and by ming serap RS welded up 10 the requined
lemgth. AN the materials had to be salvaged (rom kocal sourves since those sent for-
ward from San Carlos were bost in the Sir Tristram. Initlative and resourcefulness
carmsod the day, (Photo 2). The Murrel Bridge on the other *“main route”™ inio S1an
ley collapsed as 8 Samson recovery vehicle was being driven over it. The anly Adr-
portable Bridge { APB) which was readily available was a1 Fitmoy with 9 5qn. This
was not complete as we had lost several pans on the Sir Trsram, incduding the
lamnching nose, | iasked % Sgn 1o baild it on the groand at Fiteroy and fy it forward
b 59 Sqn al Murrel Bridge. Thiv worked very successfally. The Chanook pilot
experienced a few probilems in the high winds and turbulence in the mountains bat
found ke could cope by keeping his speed below 40 knots and by hovering from
time 1 time when the bridge stared 10 osallate. The only problem was how o fit a
12:K metre bridee (all we had) inio a 13 metre gap. This was solved by constructing
a new abutment using tmber from the old bridge. Before the APB could be lifted
mto place the existing bridge hadl to be properly demolished and the Samson had 1o
e Chinoaked out of the gap

AFTERMATH

Although there had been no fighting in Stanley iiself. Argentine positions on the
outskirts ol the 1own had been shelled by Naval guns for days before the finsl
sitacks. This shelling had camsed & great deal of damage 10 the town's public wili-
thew, Mapy of the overbead lines had been cut, the generator an the poeer stafion
had been damaged and the water trestment plan af Moody Brook had been put
ot of action by & direct hit on the Gnal night of the War, The cast iron waler main
leading from Moody Brook 1o the 1own reservoirs was fractured n several places

The highest priority was given to restoring the water supply. With the population
of Stanley now incressed four-fold it 1ok ondy two or three days for the S0HNH gal-
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lons in the reservoirs to run dry, Working under the direction of CRE Works, and
in conjunction with PWD tradesmen, Sappers from 61 Sqn carried out repairs to
the rapid sand filters whose cast iron pipes had been shattered. The worst damaged
parts of the plant were bypassed and an Argentine generator brought in to provide
power. Men from § Sqn carried out repairs to the fabric of the building to enable
the tank to de-frost. It was not until we started pumping that we realized how badly
damaged the main pipeline was. This was very difficult to repair as the Argentines
had burned down the PWD plumbers store on the day of the surrender. With
improvisation, ingenuity and using the manufacturing capability of the Sir Bedivere
the pipe was eventually repaired after several attempts, Gradually the water level
rose in the reservoirs and the town supply was restored stage by stage. During the
week or 50 it took to repair the system we set up several water points in the town
using standard and lightweight purification units. We were very short of equipment
since most of it had been used 1o establish water points throughout the island or had
been lost. We discovered a water dracone at Navy Point and brought this intc use.
We towed it out to Fort Torenio, a buik water carricr, filled it and then moored it
alongside the public jetty, From there we pumped into a 2500 gallon tank on an
improvized oildrum tower, We continued to operate this system for several weeks
to enable water bowsers to be filled. We also provided water for the Sir Bedivere,
now being used as an accommeodation ship, in the same way.

Many parts of the town were without electricity when we arrived, The damage to
the gencrators was not sericus. The overhead lines, in contrast, were in a bad way.
Electricians from 61 Sqn, again supervised by CRE Works, spent a couple of weeks
restoring the lines, forced by a shortage of material to make good as much damaged
cable as they could. The restoration of power and water made life in Stanley almost
tolerable. As a by-product, it also provided an unrivalled opportunity for trades-
men to practise their trades. It may serve, too, to silence those who sec little need
for tradesmen in Field Squadrons (I am, I must admit, a converted critict).

As soon as the battle was over we started to grapple with the mine clearance
problem. We knew that many minefields were unmarked and that most of the
mines were undetectable. Shortly before the battle ended 58gt P A Thorpe lost a
foot clearing mines in the Murrel Bridge area. Despite this, 59 Sqn continued to
attempt to clear mines on the routes into Stanley for almost a week, Unfortunately
Cpl B R Morgan and LCpl J W Mollinson also had fect blown off and we had to
concede that the mines problem could not be solved without new equipment and
new techniques, 59 Sqn had, very sensibly, isolated a group of thirty-five Argentine
engineers and marines who had been invelved in laying mines. These prisoners
were used to help in identifying minefields and to assist in their clearance. When we
decided te abanden further attempts to lift the minefields we continued to use the
prisoners to mark and fence them. 3qn had taken over the task by then. In the
course of the next few weeks virtually ali the known minefietds in the Stanley area
had been marked or fenced. An Argentine prisoner had a foot biow off during this
operation. The most serious problem, to which I can see no solution, is that
whereas the minefields taid as part of the initial obstacle plans are reasonably well-
defined, those laid in haste when the Argentines realized we were coming over the
hills and not over the beaches are not marked at all. Nor are the protective
minefields laid by most units in the battie area. At least one of these was latd by
throwing the mines from behind cover. Much research is being carried out to solve
the mines problem. We sent back a selection of mines on the first C130 to leave
Stanley together with WO2 Ellis who was able to give HQ E-in-C a first hand
account of the problem. Mine dogs have been trained. Special photographic and IR
systems are being trialied. New detectors are being developed. A flail mounted on
an armoured D& has been trialled in the Falkland Islands with little success, My
personal view is that it will be a considerable time before we are in a position to
start clearing these minefields without exposing our soldiers to an unreasonable risk
of death or serious injury. The impact on the lives of the Islanders will increase with
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tme. Already they are worred about the Hmitation on peat cutting imposed by
mineficlds ang booly traps on Sanley Common. This area & hégh on the priosity list
lor clearance.

The rusway ot Stanley Airport had been cratered by Vulean and Harrier raids.
The five cralers hnd boan backiilled by the Argentines 10 enable them 1o By in
C1Ms. This they did on most days despite the blockade. However, o enable Her-
cules 1o land safely with safficient fuel on board 1o fy back to Ascemion should o
landing not be feasible a better crgier repair solison was needed. There was & Ealr
quaniaty of Argentine AM2 {Aurfield Mat) Iying aroumd which prow ed extremely
msefial not only for crater repair but for o hundred and one sther wes from medar
bases to sheet piling: The craters were cul sguare wsing comguessor tools, com-
pactod with Bomag rollen and then capped with AM2 laid fAosh with the manway.
This was pinned down with Harrier pins. Scaling the gop between the AM2 and the
rusway proved difficult with the matenals we had. Bostik was tned fiest bat this
cracied every time &n aircraft mn over the paich. Bitamen proved a better solution
it even this was Bod entirely succewiul, especially when Hamers started to clear
i off the rumway with their jet efffux. The patches stond up well to daily ese by
Hercules kanding at around IS0000E AW (All-ap Weight) although by mad-
August when we sianed laving the new AM2 ranway the large Volcan crater was
beganning (o g

A second Harrier FOB was constrscied at Stnnley Asrporn. The nanway was sited
immedistely to the Norh of the exvisting rarway. halfway between the proposed
Rotary Hydraulic Amester Gear (RHAG) positions on the futare AM2 mimway
Taxiways and dispersals were constructed for up 10 thirteen uircrafi, albeit i a
rather restricted site. To achieve some dispersaon we installed a culvert over the
muain drasnage diich, This is probably the workd™s most expemsive calvert as the only
maleriak we could find were o couple of empty Exocet condainers! Hubb (Ploto 3).
Spandrel Orbii and inflatable shebers were erected hul::‘l.lp-rr cent of hese were later
destroved in a slorm with winds gusting o around 70 knots, An EFHE was con-
structed. Like the Port San Carlos system thas used a beached dragone, a pump on the
beach, an B metre viciaulse pipelime amd six MO0 gallon tanks. We had just tested
e system and were pumping from the first dracone when astrong Morth Easierly blew
up. The beach is very exposed from this directon and. im the surf which soon bualt ap,

Pisste 3. Hsmens and Hubb Shelien—Suamley Airfield
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Phato 4. Diestrying an inguned cow m the EFHE Beach minefickd

the dracone broke loose from its moorings and waswashed upon the beach, Hereit lay
for a week ormone with severntecn taists along ies 260 foot kengih, Remarkably, itwas
still servicenhle when it was finally refloated. This particular dracone dicl sterlimg ser-
wice for it was used on the second EFHE a1 San Carlos and then brought round to
Stanley, still part full. i the dock of HMS Fearles. We could get no foel ashore until
the westher abated five days lnter. Then the Hamcr came ashore, The Admiral could
wivw sendd HMS Hermes home; this was a considerable relicl 2 he had been applying
comsiderable pressire 1o get the FOB operational

To get the pipeline up from “EFHE beach™ we had to breach a mincficld. This
waa done in |E¢ clussie wiy—hasic breaching parties, prodiders, ete. Even so, and
aiter countless feet had rodden the path, 8 CET and a D ma over anti-peraonne]
mancs and, later, over anti-tank mines. We mssume that mines were heang washed
ot of the manefield and into the “safe lane™ by high tides. When the CRE and CO
start breaching using shovels you know there is a threat!

Numerous other small tasks were gotng on &t the same time, many of them n
support af the PWT or in maintaining publsc utilibies. Most artvan trade skills were
called on, A good example was the restoration of the house previously owned by
the bead of the Argentine airline that used to fly berween the Falklamds and Buenos
Adres. This was comverted into CLFs residence., Corpenters, plumbers. brick-
layers, electricians and painters, first from % and then from } Sgn, working
under the supervision of a Clerk of Works from CRE Works, completed this task 1o
an excellent standard. murmwammummmwus
inch shell but after the restoration this bardly showed, The increased population of
Stanley proved mare than the electricity supply could cope with, Two 250k'W Dale
Generatons were connected mio the tewn supply to provide about one eighth of the
totnl requirement, This mini power station is sill runming. Similarly, the water
sapply system coulkl mot cope. A miliary waterprant was set up a2 Moody Brook
supplying 25 000 gallons a day o the town supply. This was not @ strskghtforwand

haﬂm: of the very peaty nature of Moody Brook. 1 took some time o
et Ih:n:!rllcl mix of chemicaks for pood focculation amd 1o sdjust the PH valee. It
was noticeabde that our equipment did not dand up well 1o prolonged use. The
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pumps and flters were ranning most of the day, every day, and numerois mechanical
es ocourmed, A lot of hoses split as well, Char W irefication Ulmits were the
one item of equipment which dud not really show up well

In comtrast, ome equipment which was a greal siscoesa wan ihe Combat Support
Bt (3 These were used to assist the Work Boat in manocuvering dracones,
For diving support, lor hason work, bl mainly for the high specd movemen of
personnel and stores from ship 1o share. They were invalusble as gencral purpose
barbouar crafi. There were no other small boats capable of carrving passengers
Major movements 10 the sccomnfodation ships were micd out ai set times by
landing craft. But the Sappers took it apon themaclves 1o min a harboar = tai™ ser-
wice twenty-four bours a day. 'Without the C5B4 life would have been unbearably
frustrating for those living or working on ships

Although nof wnder my command, we maintained close links with Major | Winfield
amd kis detachment from 20 PC Sqn. They ded sterling work as soon as the ship-
loads of mail staned to arrive. They handied mail for the entire force. evenfually
persanding the Navy to produce some Regulatons o assisl with ships. mail. The
tmely arrival of madl was probably the most imporant single fac .
tenance of mormbe, A soon as we had tken Stanbey and mail was alr-dropped and
later mirlanded, madl was arriving in a8 liftle as three days. Before this, howover
there were delays of several weeks

Ohar finsl major task before the arnval of the first two roulement Squadrons was
i spme N0 fons of sirfeld construction stores and pland froen the
nel Cealar Bamik. 11 50 took this on and by working round the chock for
mite lterally) managed to get most of the stores ashore by the time

This was o mongst the stores were four enor-

mous rock crushers. |1 was 4 very tease moisenl as the 1 erusher was dragged off
the LCLI by & recovery vehicke with the CET pushang from Behand, and up and over
1 Sgn's new Class 60 shipway, Towoch and go. Buat, as throughout the campaign,
good basic combat engineer skills and experience conpled with the resourcefulncss
sl i ive which most of our officens, NOOs and soldiers have in full messure,
carried] the day

can fent

Phavin 8. Servace af Dedack

ol Crena oo Sagaped Hadl in Memary of the Sappen whe
the campaign
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CONCLUSIONS
A great deal happened in a remarkably short period. [ flew to Ascension to join
(E2 on the day of the 3 Cdo Bde RM landing; the Argentines surrendered twenty-
five days later. It is perhaps a little dangerous te draw too many lessens for the
future from such a short, although intense, campaign. Three points, however, stand
out in my mind as important.

First, do not rely on 2ll your equipment being available. We lost more than two
Squadron’s worth of G1098 and hundreds of tons of engineer stores through encmy
action, the pace of battle and theft. We had to make do with what we had and to
improvize,

Second, individuals must be fit, determined and resilient. The Squadrons 1 com-
manded were. The Parachute and Commande Sappers were, in my view, the fittest
soldiers in the theatre except, perhaps, the Special Forces. They needed to be
extremely fit to march, as some of them did, from San Carloes to Stanley, over peat
bogs and through the mountains carrying heavy loads of personal kit, ammunition
and explosives, medical stores and G1098. They needed to be determined and resi-
lient to endure the appalling weather conditions for days on end on Mount Kent
and elsewhere. These qualities, however, were demanded of all Sappers, not just
those in 9 and 59 Sgns.

Finally, Sappers have to be good soldiers. They must be able to survive in com-
bat, to handle their weapons confidently, and to look after themselves in arduous
conditions. All this—and be good combat engineers and tradesmen toot

UsiQUE
Sappers were, quite literally, everywhere during the campaign. They were right up
the front in every battle clearing mines; some were serving with or took part in
Special Forces operations; they offloaded ships and provided water transport; they
dealt with UXBs on ships; they built Harrier strips and bulk fuel systems for the
Royal Navy, the Army and the Royal Air Force; they ran power stations and water
treatment plants; they repaired buildings; they built bridges; and they fought as
infantry. There is no doubt in my mind that the Arm which displayed the greatest
flexibility, resourcefulness and initiative was the Royal Engineers. We proved that
we could perform most other Arm's toles at least as well as they could. I was
tremendously proud of the achievements of the Sappers during and after the cam-
paign. And we, as a Corps, can be proud too.

Op Corporate—I Had The Privilege

MAJOR C M DAVIES MBE, RE, B Eng

The Author was commissioned into the
Corps as a Dircct Enerant in 1971, After a
tour as Tp Comd in 9 Indep Para Sqn he
went to 26 Engr Regt as Training Officer.
A period as Adjuiant of 40 Army Sp Regt
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InTRODUCTION

To command @ Field Squadron in the Corps of Royal Engineers is an honour. To
command a Field Squadron in War is a privilege which is denied most who fill the
post of OC. Having had that privilege in the recent short Falklands War I suppose [
am, therefore, one of a select band of Officers. Indeed at the risk of prompting
much correspondence, becausc the British Army has been a little short of wars for a
few years, Bruce Hawken (11 Fd Sgn}, Roddy Macdonald (59 Cdo Sgn}. Taffy
Morgan (61 Fd Sp Sqn} and myself may even claim to be a “Gang of Four™” amongst
Serving Officers. [n any event I do not believe it makes a ha'posth of difference. It
so happens we were fortunate to be in the right place at the right time. T am sure
there are many more worthy Squadron Commanders in the Corps but. thankfully,
the experience fell to us. Having had the experience it is relevant that we pass on
our thoughts for what they are worth.

1 cannot claim that the thoughts expressed here will be my final thoughts. 1 have
discovered in the short time since I returned from the Falklands that, when promp-
ted, I can wax lyrical for hours {who said @d nauseam?). Norcan [ claim to have dis-
covered something sensational. There is seldom anything new in life and “our war”
was really too short to overturn the hard-learned lessons of other, longer cam-
paigns. However if these timely reminders serve to help any Officer in preparing for
the next operation they will have fulfilled their purpose.

SoumE LEssons
Physical Fitness -

Wellington said that “Wars are not fought in grassy meadows on sunny after-
noons.” How right he was!t If the reader goes no further in this article he should
hoist in one thing: T cannet stress too much the importance of every man being
very, very fit. The shortage of transport forced vs to walk a lot with heavy packs in
the Falklands. This apart, if you need to sprint up a hill under shellfise or swing
from a bridge while cutting explosive charges off it: i you need to crawl through a
minefield, to patrol extensively, dig in, or do all kinds of manual work: if you need
to work long hours and stay alert to keep alive, YOU NEED TO BE FIT. Rank
and age are no excuses: [ had to do all of these things myself: even more was
required of my men. Got the message?

Flexibility

“Flexibility” is always to be found in Staff College bricfs and always to be heard
in discussions on tactics. But what does it mcan? It mecans being prepared to seek
an immediate, perhaps unorthodox, alternative to your own well-thought-out and
lengthily-planned solution to a problem. When the G1098 you have waited for
urgently finally arrives in the harbour and then is bombed out of sight in front of
your eyes: when a troop you have needed for days finally arrives and you receive its
men in your arms burnt, black, bleeding and suffering: when the gap in the bridge is
66 feet and the fongest RSJ you have is 19 feet: when the logistic resupply system
breaks down and you need ammunition and rations: then you need to think again. [
have always thought that Brigadier Dicky Dowdall, when he was CRE of 4 Div,
summed it up well in his two precepts for successful operations: “Keep 1t Simple™
and most of all “Make it Work.” We did that and despite these and many other
unforescen preblems I believe I can truthfully say we were never found wanting, 1
hasten to add my task was made immeasurably easier than it might have been by
having officers and men of the high guality we kave in the Corps and, in particular,
in having officers and soldiers full of what those in the 9 Squadron family would call
“Airborne” drive and initiative. Of course to be flexible one needs the capacity to
be fexible. Thanks to those in the UK HQ's, Parks and Depots who loaded extra
items on to ships “just in case,” and to the wide range of “useful bits n’ pieces™ to
be found around the settiements we had this capacity. You can do a lot with not
much, but you cannot do anything with nothing!
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Determination

The pundits would call it “*Maintenance of the Momentum.” Seldiers call it *‘get-
ting stuck in."” It is all about not being deterred by difficulties. For those whe have
not seen the peat bog, the tussocks and the rock runs of the Falklands it is, perhaps,
hard to imagine just how difficult it was to walk across that country, especially car-
rying the leads that had to be carried. Imagine the mud of Dartmeor in Autumn
combined with the scree of Cader Idris in winter together with the miserable damp-
ness of Sennybridge almost anytime and you have the general picture. Those who
walked to Goose Green, or to Teal Inlet and onwards to Stanley needed grim
determination. Those who led the Infantry on patrols and attacks through
minefields, those who repaired the Fitzroy bridge in the teeth of a biting gale or
who guided the CET in the dark over treacherous, unfamiliar ground for miles;
they needed it. So did those who spent their nights looking for enemy positions, the
Signallers {RE) who made our communications the envy of the Brigade and the so-
called “renfs™” of the QM staff who overcame logistic chaos by “hijacking” any
form of transport to get much-needed stores forward to us. At times it seemed as if
everything was attempting to frustrate progress or the completion of tasks, It was at
such times only the determination to succeed which overcame all. The message is:
once committed there is no room for slackers and no chance of free-wheeling. Get
stuck in and WiN—as soon as you can.

Training

There is no substitute for hard and realistic training. Again, there is nothing new
in this, [ have always believed it. I mention it here because those who pay lip ser-
vice to this precept were quickly found out—regrettably at cost to themselves and
sometimes to others. We were fortunate to have had time for some high-pressure
revision training before we deployed. Thanks to the Range Staff at Lydd and Hythe
and especially to Phil Church and his staff at Wyke Regis, who gave us tremendous
assistance, this was a most valuable period. We managed to fire all our personal,
alternative and Squadron support weapons (including the 66mm} and to cover a
wide range of Combat Engineer and Infantry skills in a very short time. We covered
Bridging {dry, floating and improvized,} “*Sticks n’ Strings”, Minelaying and
Breaching (in particular}, Watermanship, Field Defences, track laying, construc-
tion and repair, concreting, water supply, helicopter drills, personal survival, Artil-
lery target indication, first aid and Infantry skills. In the event we had missed
nothing out. We were called upon to use our skills in all of these fields during the
campaign. We had no time for Artisan training. Thank goodness both for the stan-
dard of our men in the Corps and for the standard of Artisan training they receive.
In the aftermath of the Campaign we needed every tradesman we had in the Squad-
ront {and could have done with more) in order to put Stanley and the Settiements
back inte working order. All of our training was valuable but [ would like to draw
attention to two areas [ regard as particularly valuable: First Aid and Infantry
Skills.

(a) First Aid. [ would probably put this just after physical fitness in order of
importance. In addition to teaching every man the usuval “Breathing, Bleeding,
Breaks and Burns” doctrine T insisted that every man knew how {and when} to
administer Morphine and how to use an intravenous drip. Every man carried a
syrette of Merphine and one in three an intravenous drip set {1 litre or %2 litre).
Both measures proved to be of inestimable, life-saving value.

{b) Infaniry Skills. We pride ourselves on being “Scldiers first and Sappers
second.” Regrettably (I am sure for a host of good reasons) when Sappers arrive in
units from training they are lousy soldiers and, apparently, incapable of looking
after themselves in the field. They have to be taught when they arrive in Squadrons.
I am fortunate to have a Squadron of *“frustrated Infanteers.” Nevertheless we had
to revise many basic skills. Most Sappers in Field Sections had to accempany Infan-
try patrols, some were there in the assault, many had to fire their weapons “for
real.” (Even the Author claimed to have “splashed” a Skyhawk—but so did the
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other couple of hundred men who shot at it} All had to occupy defensive posi-
tions. To simplify “Diefence™ I had three gelden rules drummed in; they paid off.
These were, in order of precedence on arrival in a new position, as follows:
(1) Dig In. The importance of this should be self evident—it rapidly becomes
so when things start flying about!
{2) Range Card. This covers interlocking arcs, mutual support, depth and all
the other things which orientate the defender to his piece of ground and enable
him te dominate it.
(3) Change Socks. Although no soldier would agree at first, his feet {as a pair)
are probably his most important appendage! In the mud and cold of the Falk-
lands they were more vulnerable than ever. | extended this heading to cover all
personal administration necessary to make the body healthy and comfortable:
shaving, washing, putting on dry clothes etc. I believe it is significant that we did
nat have a single man evacuated due to trench foot, frostbite or other weather
injury.
Kit

It is SOP in my Squadron that in addition to personal kit {and there seemed to be
lots of that in the chilly Falklands!) every man carries 5bs of PE and items of the
Troop G1098 {handtools, mine detectors etc.) Never was the wisdom of this better
proved than in this campaign. The vagaries of the weather and the non-availability
of trucks or helicopters, not-to-mention the results of enermy action, usually meant
that what you could not carry you never saw, [t meant that when ammunition was
added we all had to carry far more than we would have wished. {Back to the
importance of physical fitness!) However when asked to blow the rear doors off the
ill-fated SIR TRISTRAM to gain access to the tank deck, or to go hunting for
enemy guns and radars in order to destroy them, or even to provide a substitute for
hexamine to one covert patrol (1), we had the means so we provided a service. Had
we had to wait for PE to come through the system I suspect we might still be wait-
ing. Similarly the albeit limited number of tools in our “*bergens’”” did enable us to
do some uscful work while our GI098 was buried under non-essential stores in
ships' holds.
Command and Control

It will come as no surprise to the reader of this Journal to hear that a Sapper
Squadron Commander probably has a greater span of command and responsibility
than any other commander of his rank in the Army. {Armed Forces Pay Review
Board please note'!). To command soldiers working throughout the length and
breadth of the Brigade (and sometimes Force) TAOR (Tactical Area of Responsi-
bility} one needs tc be pretty nimble. At the same time one is the Brigade Com-
mander's adviser and not only in Engineer matters. My Commander relied heavily
upon his Gunner and his Sapper for advice and the exchange of ideas on all manaer
of things. {As the Gunner had been my DS for a term at Camberley it was an
exhilarating, harmonicus inner quorum.) I was never bored! I will be happy to dis-
cuss command and control of Squadrons in War ad infinitum (or at least until the
beer runs outl} with any reader. Briefly I commanded; my 21C controlied. |
deployed forward {sometimes backwards and sideways}, kept my finger on the
““Sapper needs” pulse by reconnaissance and liaison with units and the Staff; my
21C controlled by being the Squadron centre of gravity and the hub of the com-
munications wheel. He kept my reserve very close to him for swift deployment, [
made sure I always had such a reserve: [ often needed it to cope with the unfore-
seen. 1 do not believe it is always right to put a Troop with an Infantry Battalion.
This often achieves only the frittering away of valuable Sapper manpower. 1 gave
each Battalion a recce party of & Sergeant and two men: they also acted as my eyes
and ears. If a Battalion needed more Sapper effort this Sergeant could say so, ask
for it and I could provide as much as needed {a half-Section, & Troop, twe Troops,
or whatever.} In the event [ was satisfied with the way this worked especiaily after
the bombing of the SIR GALAHAD effectively wiped out one of my Troops and
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my resources became even more at @ premium. Putting a Troop “in support and
under command for movement” is a flexible arrangement. At one stage my 3 Troop
provided concurrent support to three Battalions without being too stretched. To
have had a Troop with each of these Battalions would have been an inefficient use
of my available manpower. [ suppose the two most important “old™ lessons I
learned under this heading were:

(g} The Level of Engineer Support. The Squadron had sufficient strength to cope
with most of 5 Brigade's requirements. A larger unit would have given the Com-
mander a very much bigger logistic and movement headache for marginal improve-
ment in service. In our situation I was happy that we could cope with the Brigade’s
needs and I was satisfied with the support available to me from the RHQ and the
Field Support Squadron at Force level when [ needed it.

(b} The Field Squadron Orbat. The orbat of a Field Squadron has been evolved
over many years and with the benefit of the expericnce of many campaigns. I
believe it is about right. It was sufficiently fiexible {that word againi) for all we
encountered. If a task requires two men or a half-Section (eg recce patrols or lead-
ing through minefields;) a Troop {eg bridging) or a Squadron (eg as an Infantry
Company) the bill can be met without re-organizing. There is no necd to form spe-
cial squads or “*private armies” within the Squadron. Increased specialization leads
to reduced flexibility. If a Squadron is to cope with the enormous range of tasks
which come its way it must remain . . . (that word again!}

CoNCLUSIONS
I offer no conclusions. The experience is too recent for me to have finished mulling
it over in my mind. Perhaps when [ am old enough and senior enough to write my
Memoirs I will offer dictums. For the moment I invite the reader to draw what he
wishes from my experience: I drew from many others in finding the strength and
inspiration to see me through what was a most remarkable experience.

L T T T

Early Days
MLC

On the face of it, there should be no prize for distinguishing between the Battle of
Tel e! Kebir in 1882 and the Battle of the Fatkland Islands in 1982. However, and
unlikely though it may seem, contemporary accounts in 1882 have a very familiar
ring}

Government policy (over Egypt) had, so it was said, aliowed things to drift “until
mischief which might have been guenched at the beginning” threatened, if not
naticnal humiliation (as in the Faiklands) at least “national disaster™. Generals {in
Egypt} had “set at nought the Constitutional authorities”. Government policy for
intervention (in Egypt) “*was thoroughly endorsed by the great majority ", although
there were many who had misgivings about & go-it-alone policy. Newspapers
“failed to provide an outside view, but only what HQ allowed™. Indeed, it was
alleged that the daily dispatches (from Egypt) did not much vary from the final
official report, and the “benefits of secrecy were somewhat dearly purchased by the
lack of unbiased and independently acquired news of correspondents.” Concern
was even expressed, that despite the efforts of the Opposition 1o “obtain some
indication of the policy of the Government in Egypt, there was no distinct informa-
tion as to what they were fighting for and no declaration of War”. And so on!

It remains to be seen whether, this time, the Government “Will wish to depre-
cate anything like a searching criticism”, by, as was then averred, an indiscriminate
shower of honours on all concerned. *Peerages, crosses, ribands and medals were
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distributed with an alacrity which suggested an eagerness to hurry history out of
sighti™

But there was at least one thing on which opinion, in both cases, scems to have
been favourable. In 1882 there was much praise for the speed with which the
expedition was launched, and the skill with which the campaigns {which lasted
about ten weeks} was conducted. Although even here commentators differed.
Reasons for success were variously attributed. To good generalship (UK), to good
luck and utter want of cohesion in the Egyptian Army (Germany) and to well distri-
buted bribes (France)! However, in 1882 even those who were willing to detract,
were able to praise cordially the “power of endurance and the habits of discipline
displaycd by the British troops™. The cxpedition, incidentally was paid for by rais-
ing Income Tax by 1%4d in the pound. May history at icast repeat itself herel

The RE Journals of 1882 were, in a way, saved by the events in Egypt. Up uniil
all attention was devoted to Egypt, the Journals followed the pattern of previous
years. Some articles of undoubted interest but, seemingly, far too many closely
printed columns on some very obscure subjects. If one assumes that the Editor was
not merely concerned to fill his pages, why should interminably long extracts from,
for example, “The Military Journal of Colonel St Pierre, Royal Dragoons, and
other manuscripts relating 10 the War of the Spanish Succession, 1703-1713" have
occupied the pages of so many successive issues? Was there much of direct
Engineer interest? Frankly, no. Perhaps the Corps was largely composed of mili-
tary historians? Probably not. Was the Editor himself vastly interested and sup-
posed others would be too? Could be! Or was it that Journals of that time were
expected to print long eruditc and dul! articles (like the sermons from fashionable
pulpits in the mid Nineteenth Century}? A very possible explanation! But (o return
to Egypt.

Basically, the troubles were caused by a rebellion by Egyptian Army Officers, led
by Arabi Pasha, against the legitimate Government., The movement had much
National Support. Egypt for the Egyptians! As Arabi proclaimed, “'the Army rep-
resented the people; it was trusted by the people. Egypt was sick of European con-
trol and its highly paid, often incompetent officials.” But this was dangerous stuff
for European financiers and bond holders, and was a sure recipe for internal insta-
bility. Serious anti-European rioting in Alexandria led to the massacre of many
hundreds of Greeks. Law and order had to be restored, and the security of the
Canal maintained. The European Powers, were very content to leave the matter to
HMG!

The Campaign started in July 1882, with a naval bombardment, and subsequent
“naval” landing, at Alexandria. It was followed by the seizure of Port Said, and a
major landing in the middle of the Canal, at Ismailia. An India based contingent of
about brigade strength landed at Suez, and later joined the main force cast of
Ismailia at Kassassin, This latter force consisted of the First and Second Divisions
and a Cavalry Brigade. The RE Units were 24 Field Company (1 Div); 26 Field
Company (2 Div); a Pontoon Troop; C Telegraph Troop; 8 {Railway) Company; 17
Company; 18 Company; 21 Company, a Field Park; together with two Companies
of Bangalere Sappers and Miners, The expedition was commanded by Sir Garnet
Wolseley.

The main impression made by reading the accounts of the campaign in the Jour-
nal is the boldness with which the troops were handled, and the speed at which the
various phases were carried out. From the Sapper peint of view, the provision of
water and the opening of the railway and the telegraph westwards from Ismailia,
were of great importance. Since roads, other than tracks across loose sand, were
largely absent, the number of railway engines operating was a crucial factor, and
one which figured prominently in the C-in-Cs dispatches.

Ismailia was seized, largely unopposcd, by a landing force of blue jackets and
marines. Arabi's forces were taken by surprise by the speed of the advance to
[smailia, through the Canal. The main means of transport to Ismailia from the west
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was by rail, and enemy attempls to bring up treops by this means were frustrated by
naval gun fire—with observation posts perched in the fighting tops!

Major Fraser, RE, operating under Naval Command, was much commended for
his tactical sense, and for organizing and siting the defences of Ismailia. Fraser, on
his part, was quick to praise the “efficient and willing manner in which the marines
and blue jackets did the work of entrenching.” The inference rather being that no
one in their right mind would gladly wicld a pick and shovel!

There was still some feeling in the Army at that time, that Engineer Officers (and
Artillery, too, for that matter) should not be given the command of troops. There
was a virulent attack on Major General G Graham {fate RE}, the Commander of
the **Advanced Brigade” of 1 Division, who, a few days before the main battle at
Tel el Kebir, and in a much exposed position at Kassassin, beat off an attack by a
vastly superior force under Arabi. In a leading article in the Army and Navy
Gazette, the writer criticized Graham—*"in terms of unmeasured censure”—for
recklessly exposing his force at Kassassin. This attack was apparently only because
he was an Engineer Officer, and could be (and was) compared to the unfortunate
Colonel Durnford RE, who, readers may remember, was the Senior Officer pre-
sent at the disaster at I[sandlwhana, in the recent Zulu War. The article caused
much indignation in the Army in Egypt, and many saw fit to comment disapprov-
ingly of the animosity shown in the Gazette.

The Egyptian defences at Tel el Kebir stretched for about 7000 yards north of,
but with its southern flank astride, the Sweet Water Canal. The position was
heavily entrenched and plentifully supplied with guns, although there was little
depth. It was manned by about 26000 men and 70 guns. The British force consisted
of about 13000 men with 60 guns. Since there was no escaping a frontal attack, and
when the advancing British force was in bivouac about six miles off, Sir Garnet
decided on an immediate night attack. Thus the troops were faced with a long
approach march in the dark, to be followed by deployment and the assault. Direc-
tion was maintained entirely by the stars {and, on the left of the position, by a line
of telegraph poles, erected on the evening of the battle by the Telegraph Troop.
This stretched for two miles in front of the foremost British positions, and indicated
at least the initial direction of the night appreach). The actual fighting on the lines
of entrenchment lasted less than an hour, and the final rout of the enemy was well
and truly brought about by a massed Cavalry attack, rolling up the enemy line from
the left.

During the period of the campaign, an RE Officer, Captain W G Gill, together
with two companions, Professor Palmer, (Professor of Arabic at Cambridge} and
Lieutenant Charrington RN were given, by their Bedouin captors, the desperate
choice of either being shot or jumping over a precipice. The Professor, so it is
described, covered his eyes with his hands and leapt. The others chose to be shot.

The incident happened in the desert between Suez and Akabar. The trio were
bound on an intelligence mission; Gill to put out of action the telegraph between
Port Said into Palestine, and Palmer to assess the mood of the tribes and their will-
ingness to provide camels in guantity, for use by the Indian contingent during their
advance from Suez to Cairo viz Tel el Kebir. Gill, an Officer of constderable pri-
vate means, had already made a name for himself as traveller and explorer.

Besides reporting in detail on the events in Egypt, and despite the inclusion of
many closely written columns of little interest, as already mentioned, the 1882 Jour-
nals covered some familiar ground. The Duke of Cambridge, never one to mince
his words at the annual presentation at the RMA of prizes and Commissions,
warned the Cadets about '‘taking up too many subjects merely to win marks”. A
few subjects, pursued thoroughly were, it seems, much to be preferred! The Cadets
were also warned about the “evil of net working hard enough at the start of their
studtes, but hoping to pull up by extra exertions at the finish”. The Cadets were
bidden “to work hard every day and to be especially careful about small matters™.
Quite so—but as regards the former complaint, history does not relate why the
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authorities, who tolerated the system, were not at least as much to blame as the
mark grabbing Cadets!

In the March exeat, the top Cadet {a Sapper) with 45495 marks, was compared
with the bottom Cadet {a Gunner} who got 20376. Was it to be believed, so ques-
tioned the Inspecting Officer, that the former was really “two and a half times as
inteliigent as the latter?” The Duke, perhaps wisely, refrained from drawing any
general conclusions as to the intellectual capacity of the Royal Engineers as com-
pared with the Royal Artillery!

The Channel Tunnel continued to get the occasional mention in 1882—as it had
in previous years and continued to get in the years to come? In 1882 it was a subject
which was “exciting a great deal of attention”. The Commandant of the SME, Col-
onel Sir Andrew Clark, recorded his opinion, as quoted in the Standard, that if a
French Commander were charged with the invasion of the UK, it was extremely
unlikely he weuld give much priority to a tunnel, when steam transports were avail-
able! Ner did Sir Andrew give much credence to a coup-de-main foree of about
2000 men, which, se it was alleged, could suddenly appear via the tunnel. But then
Sir Andrew assumed that such a force would appear with their arms in uniform.
“*Surely the police or railway officials would get some hint of it and give due warn-
ing!” Even supposing the 2000 did succeed in seizing the tunnel, the subsequent dif-
ficulty, so speculated Sir Andrew, of passing the main body, with their guns and
horses through the self same narrow passage, would be insuperable! In any event,
what would the Royal Engincers be doing in allowing the tunnel to be used by an
enemy without being damaged? A demolition tunnel driven from Dover Castle (no
need to fear that this tunnel catrance could be scized by surprise) te within a few
feet of the main tunnel, could ensurc the proper emplacement of demolition
charges. “The objections against the tunnel”, so concluded Sir Andrew, “cannot be
sustained !

On the other hand a letter in Engineering by another RE Officer, Major Buckill,
asserted that Sir Garnet Wolseley and Lord Dunsany had expressed their rm con-
viction, that the tunnel would be a source of danger to England. Others, quoted in
the same letter as being in support of Sir Andrew, thought that the tunnel “if ever it
should be completed™™! would prove no danger if the Militia were alert, But, as the
gallant Major continues, in War everything goes wrong. “Assume that atheistical
pamphieteers and lying demagogues plunge the country into seething rebeliion.
Might they not arrange to seize the tuanel and to bring in the Reds of France to
their assistance?” But Buckill wished to have it both ways. Just as an invading
force, he goes on, weuld have a great advantage with a perfectly good railway for
his L of C, so also would such a force be well served in its retreat by the self same
railway, and would be that much more encouraged to make good its departure. In
fact, the sooner an invading force arrived the sooner could they leave!

Year by year one can be sure that there will be some mention in the Journal on
the theme of “perhaps the soldiers were not sufficiently engineers nor the engincers
sufficiently soidiers” {to quote a passage from the 1882 Journals). In the April 1882
issue an article {from Germany) ends with the words “it is absolutely necessary that
the officers of the field pioneers should devote themselves to the tasks of field war-
fare, and in every way do their best to connect themselves more closely with the
field army™. The author had previously asserted, in mild terms, that the Prussian
Pioncers tended to lead too separate an existence from the rest of the Army. There
had, to illustrate the point further, been bitter criticism of the French Engineers,
after the debacie of 1870, to the effect that they had abjectly let the French Army
down by this very separateness.

As already suggested, the balance between “tradesmen and soldiers™ will pre-
sumably be a subject that will continue to excite passions, Or, looking back cn
1982, will it be judged that we have got it just about right?



Royal Visit to Mill Hill—16 July 1982
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The Awhor way cosmmiiioned into the
Corpy as & [irect Emtrant in 1962, He las
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lamd. Two Sff appoiateniy in posial
Rramches ar N [ (BR) Corps and N
BAOR leave only appointment a0
Postal Wing and hin currend appoiniment
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Some five vears ago | was sitting in my “pigeon hole™ in HO BAOR and | can
remember the interest that was building up i the Postal & Courer Service for the
Forees Postal Service Centenary on 22 July 1952 1 actually caloulated it would be a
Thursday snd thought it woald probably be the biggest day in our Service for many
|1lmr.Imm_ﬂ]u@ﬁdlmmurt-ﬂmnd:_r.mi-trr_tl.ullrrrm.-ﬂsl
1w six s adlrift. 16 July 1952 was 10 prove the highlight of our Centenary Year.

Feturning 10 Mill Hill in June 1980 one found peopbs in the appointments they
would hold i July 1982, “Centenary”™ was in the air and in the chosd marked
“hope™ was “a Royal Visit*, Some plans had been made and others were drawn
wp, Work staned 10 complete the necessary tasks by whatever means we could.

During December 1981 one or two senior members of the organization were
exchanging knowing lo0ks but saying nothing. 1 was nat until 22 January 1962 that
the Commandant PCD (Colonel R N R P James) announced that our Colonei-in-
Chief was 1o visit the Corps at the Postal and Courier Depot on 16 July 1982 At the
same time | was tobd that | was 10 be the co-ordinator for *The Visit™. Suddenly all
the plans had @ realivm that was initially hard to grasp, but the news gave & new
momentum 1o our eforts for our Centenary Celebrations. Layouts for the garden
party were discussed. Wet weather plans considered. Maxinium mumbers wene
calculsted. The Barracks were inspected and necessary works listed.

By the first Friday in February we had a pretty clear idea of what was 10 happen
on 16 July and what was required 1o achigve the necessary standards for the day
This was our best plasning day so far. Bul ¥ was 1o prove a tragic weekend. Al
(430hrs on Sunday 7 Febraary, Major F 5 Poulter passed sway. The Corps lost onc
of its great Quartermasters. We had bost a friend and a most valuable member of
oar team. | feel | must pay a tribute to Freddic and the work he dsd in belping us

for, and the part his efforts played in, the visit in July.

The outline plan for the day was prepared and the layouts for the various events
eutablished, On 19 February the Chief Royal Engineer (Licut General Sir Draviad
Willison), sccompanied by the Regimental Colonel and the Carps Secretary. met
with the Director Postal and Coarier Services (Brigadier D 1 London ) and the
Commandant to discuss. the visit, walk the proposed route and decide a final plan
foor the day. | was 1o sttend and make notes, Making notes at lunch is a hazardous
busineis—_or the fiest time in my life | had buat onc glass of wine—and left half of it!

1

Royal Visit To Mill Hill- 16 July 1982 Lieut Colonel D
Swanson RE
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In the eleven pages of notes I can still pick out the Chief Royal Engineer’s edicts—
“must be lively, @ charade, movement, unusual, amuse Her Majesty, must have
fun, a simple meal, mect as many as possibic, invite TA, stage manage, and impact
for TV and Press™.

I was now able to list tasks to be completed and collect together members of the
unit whe were te be most involved in the preparation. The first of the co-ordinating
meetings took place on 25 February and the list of work presented to each. The
work was listed in order of the timetable of the visit for ease of checking. It also
meant that every time we met all went through the programme for the visit. Even-
tually the detailed programmes were ready for submission to the Palace.

The programme for the day included a Reception and Lunchcon, an Unveiling
Ceremony and a Garden Party to which we could invite guests. The remainder of
Her Majesty’s visit was to be spent touring some static displays and the Sorting
Office. Guest lists had been drawn up and the time consuming task of checking
titles, decorations and addresses began. By 14 May all invitations were issued.

The first security conference was held on 20 May attended by RMP, Int Corps,
local and MOD pelice. One of our local Chief Superintendents had worked at
Buckingham Palace and his experience was invaluable. From this the Unit Security
Officer {Major E J Lyons) wrote the security instructions for the day—which had to
be approved by Her Majesty’s Police Officer,

Moving into June onc saw a tremendous change in tempo. Work was actually
taking place on several projects at once and the Barracks were beginning to look as
we wanted them to be for the visit. At the end of June Her Majesty's Private
Secretary made his visit and was welcomed by the Chief Royal Engineer. This was
an excellent day where questions were answered and minor changes made to the
programme. The final visit from the Palace was that by Commander Trestrail, Her
Majesty's Police Officer. He came on 6 July and he proved a charming, helpful per-
son. He agreed our security plan and allayed a few worrics over details of drivers,
cars, umbrellas and escorts.

Three rehearsals were held on 7, 12 and 14 July. The final and full practice was
made in the presence of the Chief Royal Engineer. Each rehearsal was important as
we were able to make minor alterations and corrections, but they also gave officers
and soldiers practice, and confidence, in their role when Her Majesty was to be pre-
sent.

Fridey 16 July 1982 dawned early and it [ooked hopeful for a bright, dry day; but
the forecasters had promised showers “later in the day™. The Commandant decided
on the dry weather programme. The Officers Mess looked marvellous, with
splashes of colour frem the flower beds. The lawn, with the large white marquee
and small candy-striped VIP tent, was immaculate, bedecked with shrubs and
flowers in profusion. All hands set too for a final “tidy™ around the Barracks before
we gll changed into our “best” uniforms.

At 1225hrs the Luncheon Guests were assembled in the Officers Mess Ante
Room, the Vice Lord Lieutenant of Greater London {General Sir Hugh Beach)
waited outside the Mess with the Chief Royal Engineer and Lady Willison and
Brigadier and Mrs London. 1230 came and passed, by 1235 nervous jokes were being
made—like “are you sure it's this Friday?" At 1238 two gleaming Rolls Royces
glided up to the front of the Mess and in the front one, sitting in her customary right
hand seat, was Her Majesty The Queen. The visit was under way and it was too late
to change anything—just enjoy the day. As Her Majesty was being escorted around
the Ante Room and all the guests presented, I discovered the reason for the late
arrival. The crowds of children and burgesses lining the Royal Route through the
Borough of Barnet had peen se great that Her Majesty had slowed the cars and
accepted flowers from children. Police reinforcements were needed outside the
Barracks. The expected 200 spectators was actually 2000, What a wonderful start to
the day.

Lost time was made up at the Reception and we moved to the Dining Room on
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Phots |, Her Majesty with the sibrer scales. | ne o Sapper Molmory. Chied Rovsl Esgineer,
Ci i PO, and 2nd Licutenant L A Cooper

timse for lunch. The Corps Trumpeters played the Fanfare and we were joined by
the VIPs. bess Fler Majesty and the Chiel Roval Engineer. When all were in posi-
tion the Chichestra plaved “Roast Beel of O4d England™ and Her Majesty, escorted
by thie Chicf Roval Engincer, entered the Dining Room. The Conps Grace said, we
all sat down 1o & sumpteous, yet light, meal of “Foie gras a la truffe” followed by
roast bamvh—from Wales naturally—and fresh cherry tartlets. It was with comider-
able pride that | watched our stafl, of mainly postal and coarier operators., serve the
mead. Mr Jim Ginders of the ACC Training Centre had done a wonderfal jobin his
week at Mill Hill in training the girls 1o provide “silver service,” | well remember
ehoriling onc day when | asked for a bar lunch in the Mess and was escorted to the
Daning Room for silver service of pie and chips!

After lancheon Her Magesty retired with Her Lady in Waiting, Lady Susan Hu-
sey. The remainder of the guests made their way on foot 10 the arca of the siatuc
for the Unveiling Ceremony, When Her Majesty retarned | had my momem of
ghory inviting her to sign her portrait and our Visitors Book, Before leaving the
Mesa Her Majesty thanked the senior members of the staff for 2 “lovely meal™. As
the Roval cars drew away from the Mess the remasnder of the staff were by the side
gate 1o cheer their Royal Patron

In welcoming Her Majeaty to the Unveiling Ceremony the Chiel Royal Engineer
sahd It i often said that an Army marches on its stomach, our Army can do with
Forces mail alone for substantial periods—or w0 it has been reported™. He then
invited Her Majesty 1o urveil the statse entitled ~Letter From Homie™, sculptured
by Jill Twoed and Mike Smith. The statue is of 2 Workd War | sollier reading a bel-
ter from home and represents the robe of the Service. The base and plinth were
matde by 59 Commando Squadnon and the plague by E&M Wing at RSME.

Diriving through the Quarter arca towards the Sorting (ffice the Roval Entour-
age were cheered by over MM children and parents We had invited eight local
jumior schools bo send thetr children into the area to see thelr Queen. The Comman-
dant greeted Her Majesty at the Static Displays and escorted her around them. 2nd
Ligutenant L A Cooper, dressed in 1BE2 Post Odfice Rifles grey uniform, was in
charge of the 1852 Field Post Office s ssed in Sodan. Sapper MoGrory. our

Royal Visit To Mill Hill 1
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youngest tradesman, also in 1882 uniform, presented o slver set of scales—a replica
of those wsed in 1882—10 Her Majpesty.

It waes then inbo 1952 and & Forces Post Office manned by Captain C Ruggieno
and three of is TA soldiers. A philatelic cover, addressed to HRH Prince Andrew
with the Task Force. was presented by Lance Corporal MeGiandey. Her Majesty in
turn handed the cover 1o Sapper Lassetter. the Army and Combined Services
Jusior Cross Country Champion, who ran with it to the sports field where it was put
i @ bag with other mail for HMS Invincibde and losded onto a belicopeer with the
Task Force malls en rowte via Brize Norton to the South Atlantie. 1 Postal and
Courier Regiment were ot the time providing postal support with the Task Foee
and on Ascension Island. The next display showed the diverse nature of their ole.
Licatenant P J McNulty presented his team m fromt of an FPO snd explained the
kit wsed bry his men in their AMF (L) role.

No Postal and Courier display would be complete without the mobile display
caravan, Her Majesty waiched the helicopeer depan from the steps of the coravan
before walking around and sdmiring the display. Descending the steps a1 the other
side the youngest memben of the community from the playgroup, were awaiting
the Royal Vistor. A bouguet of Bowers wis preseated by Teresa Horsbargh, dres-
wed in 1900 dress, and escorted by Staan Spence in Corps Pageboy's uniform. otk
are children of serving sendor MNCDs.

As living proof thal romance does blosson m uniform we have eighteen serving
married couphes in the unit. Sixteen of these were on parade, with the wives 1o the
fore, for Her Majesty. She spoke 1o severnl couples before entering the Sorting
Difice VIF Lounge. Major W F Whiting was presented and be escorted Fler
Mapesty around his empire with a just degree of prade, During the tour Her Majesty
chatted 1o several of the fifty operatons on duty, She showed particular interest in
Maval mails and of course the Task Foroe sorting area. During the preparations for
the visit, and since, the Sorting Odfice has been despatching some 2 tons of letiers
per day and 2 tons of parcels per week to the Task Force. [n the parcel office Mr
Teremce Cuneo, the mriist, was clicking away with his camera 1o catch the soene for
his painting to mark the oceasson, It will show Her Majpesty in froat of a fall chute of

- AN Y |
Phata L. A bevy of arists st the Garden Farty, [ o ¢ bean George, Il Tweed, Ken Heoward
and Tercnor Cuneo

Royal Visit To Mill Hill 2
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Phain & Major D E Pryce, Dirccsor of Munk, can make everyone lasgh. | fe ¢ Commandam
PO, DPCS, Chiel Roval Engineer, Guneral Sir Gieorge Cooper, Lady Cooper, My Deasing
(PO Chairmany, Major Price and Capiain M E Faulkner

parcels with solfiers, servicewomen and VIPs in the scene. | wonder where the
mowse will be

The Last call im the tour was to the Philatclic Barean where the variety of the dis-
play truly matched the evént, Her Majesty particularly admired WO2 Donavan’s
collection of Roval Wedding philatclsc covers, As a keen philatelist she appreciated
the dasplay of 1852 postal items and chuckled at the hard tack biscuit posted in
France during World War 1, complete with postage stamp and sddress, W02
Donavan presented o magnificent histogical album 1o the Coloncl-in-Chicf. The
album depicts the history of the Foroes Postal Service, with each page bearing the
enp badge of the time, & campaigniervice medal. o postal cover of the time and a
shart history of esch period. Not forgetting the recent Royal birth, Her Majess
was given an album of Roval Wedding covers for Prince William.

Leaving the Sorting Office Her Majesty returned oo the Officers Mess. On arroval
she was greeted by Geen Sir Hugh Beach who presented a group of kocal dignitaries
before Lieut General Sir David Willison and Colonel James escorted Her Majesty
around the Ciarden Party, The 450 pssembled on the lawn was made up of past and
present memibers of the Corps. their friends and familics from military and avilian
lifie and from the TA and local units. It was indeed a wonderful spoctacte. | found it
quite incredibie that one person could make so many s happy. Her Majesty pined a
small groap for tea hefore taking her beave of her hosts, SL bade Generals Beach
and Willison goodbye as Colonel James called for “Three Cheers fos Ohur Colosel-
in-Chael™. As the Royal cars drew away from the Mess, the day was reflected in
those remaining, they were so happy and had enjoved themselves so much. The
end to a day 1o remember for ever

1 Juby 1982 really was the most remarkable day of our Cenlenary yet in the next
two weeks our cup did overflow with memorable events. The Centenary Banguet
om 22 July was & great event. On 24 July the Postal and Courier Depot accepted the
Freedom of the London Borough of Barnet on behall of the Corps. And., for me.
the 28 July was the cream in my coffee when we won the Army Minor Units Ath-
letics Cup. | wonder what it will be like in 20821

Royal Visit To Mill Hill 3



A Design Proforma for Improvized Bridge
Design

MAJOR R H SMITHERMAN RE, B Sc(Eng), MICE, MIE Aust

INTRODUCTION
Tius is the second part of a two-part article {Part 1 was published in September &2
RE Jownal). A Flow Chart based method of designing improvized bridges was
demonstrated in the first asticle. The article used decking and moment graphs
which were produced from the Australian Steel and Timber Structures Codes, but
which could have been drawn frem any code. The article suggested that for any
design method to be suitable for use by combat engineers it should:

(1} Besimple.

{2} Be based on a flow chart or design proforma.

(3} Use tables or graphs drawn from up to date Codes of Practice.

{4) Have any assumptions clearly stated so that valid engineering judgements
can be made when site conditions do not exactly match theory.

In this article the design of an improvized bridge with timber roadbearers is used to
demonstrate how 2 complicated design procedure can be reduced to a design pro-
forma. This article is not intended to imply that the method demonstrated should
be adopted by the Corps. It is appropriate to Australia because of some of the
quirks of the Australian Timber Code which would not be necessary in the UK.

SUMMARY OF SiMPLE THEORY

The live load bending moment (LLBM) and shear force (LLSF} is found in the
same way as in the previous article with one minor difference. The change is that an
assumed value of the distribution factor {DF) of 1.3 for two-way bridges and 1-6 for
one-way bridges is used to start with. The DF is calculated correctly once the num-
ber of beams has been decided.

In the earlier article the roadbearers were selected from the mement graph. Such
a graph can be constructed for steel beams because the allowable stress in a stecl
beam only depends on its shape and its effective span. The Australian Timber Code
specifies that the allowable stress is found by multiplying a basic stress by up 1o thir-
teen modifying factors {K; to K;1). Some factors depend on dimensions that are
only known when the design is complete—such as the number of beams {Ny) and
the length of the bearing. It therefore makes sense, with the Australian Code, t0
design to limit deflection and then to check for strength; rather than the other way
round as was done in the steel design.
A Rapid Method of Calculating Deflections. The formulae used to calculate the
maximum deflections dug to live ioads are normally complicated. However the cal-
culations may be simplificd by using a calculator to do the difficult sums and by
plotting the results on a graph—the deflection chart. The basis of this technique is
that the deflection caused by each load is compared with that caused by a uniformly
distributed load (UDL) of the same size. The ratio of one to the other is called the
conversion factor {C) of the real load. Thus C for a point load at the centre of the
span is found by dividing the deflection at centre span due to a point load, W, a‘t
SWL

. WL ;
centre point= zoer , by the deflection at centre span due toa UDL of W= IRIEL

WL®  SWLP _ 384 8 _

48E1 ~ 383El  48x5 757

Figure | shows that C can be caleulated for a wide variety of loads and load dis-
tributions. The quantity WC fully defines the deflection due to each load, When
dcaling with combinations of point (wheeled) loads it is necessary to position the
combination to cause maximum deflection. For the deflection check it is sufficient
256

Therefore C=
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or a given dept in mm the total width of beam cannot be less than
{2} F gl depth d i h I width of b be ! h
12x—£“‘i" which can be calculated, rounded up to the next sensible whole number

and entered in column (b) next to the depth in column (a).

(3) For a total width calculated as shown the number of beams {Ny} each of
Total Width
—5
Condition (1) gives the smailest practical d which is then increased in 25 to SUmm
jumps. Given that about 12 beams is the most that could be put in in a short build
condition (3} gives the smallest value of b which is also increased in 25 to 50mm
steps. Ny, is calculated for each combination of d and b. Ny is rounded up to the next
whole number when the final beam selection is made. A programmable calculator
can be used to speed up the beam selection. A 33-step program for a Texas Instru-
ments TI59 calculator is shown in Figure 5. The most efficient combination is that in
which N, has the highest fractional part. The section modulus resisting bending is:
7 -NuX gx&
The area resisting shear is: Nyxbxd
Part 5. Modification Factors. The detail of how the various modification factors are
caleulated is not relevant to this article as it requires a thorough knowledge of the
Australian Timber Code. It is sufficient to know that the end product of Part 5 is
Mitpenaing a0d Thtgenr. Both have already been described. HMxpenaing has carry for-
ward box [L] and [T, has carry forward box [N]. The basic stresses in the timber
can be found in the timber code. Fpnqing has carry forward box [M] and Foycac has box

width (b) cannot be less than

Part 6. Strength Checks. The strength checks, Steps ¢ to 13 in the logic diagram,
ensure that the actual bending and shear stresses in the selected beams do not



A DESIGN PROFORMA FOR IMPROVIZED BRIDGE DESIGN 257

to caiculate the deflection at the centre of the span with the loads positioned to
cause maximum bending. A method of positioning loads in this way is described in
Military Engineering Volume 11 part IA (on p 128), and in the earlier article as Step
8 of the Specimen Calculation. Thus to calculate the deflection due to any load

combination it is necessary to:
{1) Position the load combination to cause maximum bending.
{2} Find the sum of the pjroducts WC of all the live dead loads (EWC).

{3} Multiply WC by 3% to calcutate the deflection taking care that consistent

units are used in the calculation.
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Bending Moments and Shear Forces. The equations for the bending moments and
shear forees are:
(1) LLBM =No of traffic lancs {N)xUnit Bending Moment {UBM)xImpact
Factor (IF}x Distribution Factor (DF)xSpan
{2) LLSF =NxShear Force XxIFXDF

@) DLBM:TO{M weight of bricégc (W) XSpan (L)
(4) DLSF =}¥
Load Carrying Capacity of Decking and Roadbearers. The total bending moenent 2
number of beams (Ny), each b mm wide and d mm deep, can carry is:
2

BMmFthng
The total shear the beams can carry is:

Shear=N, xbxdxthe allowable shear strcss (F' heac)
The allowable Stresses (Fluename @d Flipear) are determined by multiplying the
basic stresses (Frending 209 Fonear)s which are a property of the type of timber being
used, by up to thirteen modification factors {K, to Kz} Thus for bridges:

F,hcndings{leKJX ........ XKIZ)Xicnding which is shortened to Hthmling

Flapewr =(EpxKex ..o .. X Kg)X Fypeor which is shortened to TR jeae
The thirteen modification factors envisaged by the Australian Timber Code are:

K, a duration of load factor.

K a creep factor which fs applied only to dead loads in deflection calculations.

K a crecp factor which applies to tension members only.

K a partial seasoning factor which applies when unscasoned timber is used but is
not loaded until the moisture content is less than 25%.

Ks a factor used when the equilibrium moisture content (EMC) of the timber is
greater than 15%.

K a temperature adjustment factor used in tropical latitudes.

K; a factor which depends on the length and position of the bearings.

K, a factor which allows for the effect of parallel support systems.

Ky a factor for grid systems.

K a factor which applies to flexural members and depends on beam shape. Itis
1-0 for rectanguiar beams.

K,, a size factor for flexural and tension members.

K,; a stability factor, which incorporates a material constant, and which allows
for the resistance of 4 beam to sideways buckling.

Ki; an effective length factor which applies only to columns.

xthe ailowable bending stress {Fnenging)

DescripTion OF DESIGN PROCEDURE

As can be seen from the logic diagram, Figure 2, the design is carried out in thirteen
Steps. The thirteen Steps can be reduced to a design proforma, Figure 3. in six
Parts:
Part I. Live load Effects. The LLBM and LLSF resulting from the imposed load arc
calculated as described in the first article in this series. The span (L) must be
measured ont the reconnaissance and must make due allowance for the bridge
abutments. The UBM and Shear are taken from Tables 26(M) and 27(M} respect-
ively in Mdlitary Engineering Volume 111 Part 1A, The 1F is usually taken as 1-15 for
military loads and 1-25 for civilian loads. The DF is taken as 1-3 for two-way and
1-6 for one-way bridges to stast with and then caiculated when the number of beams
is known. To save space on the proforma some results are given a carry forward let-
ter which is used in the equations in later parts. Thus:

{1} The LLBM is given carry forward letter A

{2) The LLSF is given carry forward letter [&].
The above calculation equates to Steps 1 and 2in the logic diagram at Figure 2. The
first bit of Step 3. calculating the maximum point load, is also done in Part 1.



A DESIGN PROFORMA FOR IMPROVIZED BRIDGE DESIGN
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Figure 2.

Tggic Miagram for Timker Tear DNesign.

Part 2, Dead Load Effects. This part of the form is used to work out the DLBM and
DLSF caused by the self weight of the bridge. First a suitable deck thickness is
chosen from a decking graph such as that in Figure 4. This choice completes Step 3
in the logic diagram. The timber density {v,)} and its elastic modulus {Et) are also
selected from the decking graph. They are recorded in Parts 2b and 3¢(1) of the
proforma. The length of a decking plank depends on; the number of traffic lanes
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{N}, the width of a vehicle, the dimensions of any kerbs and any allowance for the
minimum space between adjacent vehicles or pedestrians. The superstructure
weight (W,) is the product of the area of decking and kerbs, the timber density and
the bridge span. The weight of beams (W,} cannot be calculated first time round
because they have not been chosen at this stage. Therefore guess a value of say 1-5
to 2-5 times W, to use in the first calculation and check the actual weight of the
selected beams to see how it compares with the guessed weight, W, is given carry
forward box [c] and Wy is given carry forward box [D]. As long as the guessed valve
of W, is greater than the value calculated once Ny, b and d are known there is no
need to repeat Parts 3 and 4 aithough the design can be made more efficient by
doing so. Efficiency in this context means less wasted dead weight.

Part 3. The Deflection Calculation. The way dellections are calculated has already

been discussed. The point loads are tabulated and the quantity % calculated for

cach point load W. The conversion factor C is read from the graph at Figure 1.
IWC is calculated for each load. ZEWC is given carry forward box [6]. Permanent
loads {ie UDLs} are multiplied by a creep factor {K, or K.} to aliow for the fact that
timber assumes a permanent deflection with age. The quantity Ky XW- has carry
forward box [i1]. Given [G], [] 2nd the allowable span to deflection ratio (R}, the

minimum [ required to limit deflection to }—‘{ is:

_5X(Nx[G] + [i])xL*xXR
i FRIXEr

I

If [6] and [11] are in kN, L is in metres and Ey is in N/mim? (or MPa) then the result
must be multiplied by 10° to get Lin mm™. Part 3 is equivalent 10 Steps 5 and 6 in the
logic diagram.
Part 4. Beam Selection. Beams are selected to satisfy the following conditions:

(1) The total width of beam {N,xb) cannot be greater than the distance between
the outside of the kerbs which is put in the box [ ]in the heading to column (b). Sec
Figure 6.

TIVTTE LTI PEOFNTTA

12707 1740 oTFTETS 2.5FAR 104N TPETOTS
Steps 1 to 3 Steps 4 and 8 SOANRIFIZATIO FACTCTS
Fart of Jteps © ard
3LLTEITATIN AATTMIATITY L4 ETE ATIRORINY "
Steps % arnd & Step 7

ELETRTI ST £¥Tavs

Steps 9 to 12

Fisure 3, layout of Tirmter Cesirr Proforwa.
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exceed those allowed. The aflowable stresses are; Dt e X Frcnatng (L)X 2. and

IMpene ® Fopear {N)% [0). Actual stresses are:

(LLBM?DLBM) o [A]+[E]

1} Bending stress=
{1} Bending stress

(2} Shear stress

Trter I"ir
in Store OO0
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SPECIMEN CALCULATION
Problem. Design an improvized bridge, using timber roadbearers, to carry a one-way Class 30 wheeled load across a 7m span.
Comment: N=1 and L=7
Vehicle Data. The following data has been taken from Military Engineering Volume 111 Part 1A:
Width is 2-44m
Maximum point load is 60kN
Axle loads and spacings are as shown below:

3,05 —1.22o—3,66 —

0, @ O @

53.35k™ 97.87k¥ 97.87kl 5%.35kN

Comment: The vehicle is 7-93m long, ie longer than the span. Therefore max bending and sheer is developed when only axles 1. 2 and 3
are on the span.

PART 1. LIVE LOAD EFFECTS. (Steps I 10 3) Comments

(a) Span (L) 7 m

(b) UBM (Table 26(M)) 42 kN

(c¢) Shear (Table 27(M)) 200 kN

(d) Impact Factor (IF) 1-15 military load
(e) Distribution Factor (DF) 1-6 one-way guess
(f) LLBM=UBMXSpanXNXIFxDF 540-96 kNm

(g) LLSF=Shear xNxIFxDF 368.0 kN

(h) Max Point Load (Table 4 (M)) 60 kN

NDISAA ADA1¥H AIAZIAOYdWI Y04 VWI010dd NDISIA V
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PART 2. DEAD LOAD EFFECTS. (Step 4 Comments
and 8)

(a) Deck Thickness (from decking graph) 100 mm

(b) Timber Density (v,) 11-8 | kN/m® 1200kg/m*=1-2x9-81=11-8kN/m"*
(c) Deck Length 2-44+(2%0-15)+1-5 424 | m

(d) Decking Area incl Kerbs (Ay) 0-47 | m?

(e) Superstructure Wt (W)=y,XA4XL 38-8 kN

(f) Area of Beams (Ap)=NyXbxd Not known at this stage

(g) Total Wt of Beams (Wy,)=y, XA XL 100 kN

(h) Total Dead Wt (Wp)=W+W, 140 [D] kN values based on guessed beam
(j) DLBM=WrXxL-+8 122-5 kNm wt. (see Design Procedure
(k) DLSF=W+2 : 70 kN Part 2)*

* Eventual Selection from Part 4 (f) A,=6X0-375x0.275= 0-62 m?

(8) Wy =512 kN

(h) W =90 kN [o]
(j) DLBM =78-75 kNm
(k) DLSF =45.0 kN

PART 3. DEFLECTION CALCULATION (Steps 5 and 6)
The figure below shows the Class 30 wheeled vehicle positioned to cause maximum bending on a 7m span.
X is 2:88m RIGHT of axle 1. 3-05—2-88=0-17m

l~— 3,05m — = .085nm

+9¢

TVNYNOL SYTINIONT TVAOY THL



265

A DESIGN PROFORMA FOR IMPROVIZED BRIDGE DESIGN
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PART 4. BEAM SELECTION (Step 7)

dmin=3 \/ % =311-6mm. So start at d=325mm

Assumed Min Width | Beam Required
Depth *
d 3240 b N
(mm) (mm) (mm)
(2) (b) (c) (d)
325 2860 200 14-3
250 11-44
275 10-4
300 9-53 @8]
350 2290 200 11-45
250 9-16
275 833
300 7-63 2
375 1860 200 9-3
250 7-44
275 6-76
300 6-2 3)

Selected Beam Combination is
6 beams 275mm wide 375mm deep

2
Z=thg—><d= 3.867x10'mm’

3
Iactual=6X27f2X 3_75 =7-251X 10"mm4

Comments

Total weight of beams W, =y, XA XL

Selection (1) with 10 beams
Wyp=11-8x((0-325%0-3) x 10) X 7=80-53kN

Selection (2) with 8 beams
Wp=11-8x((0-350%0-3) x8) x7=69-38kN

Selection (3) with 7 beams
W,=11-8x((0-375%0-275) X 7) X 7=59-62kN

Wy, from Selection (3) is much less than W, =100 assumed in Part
2g. So try 6 beams as Selection (4)
W,=11-8x((0-375x0-275)X6)x7=51-2kN

and go back to Part 2

The deflection condition is satisfied because this is 7-249x 10° in
Part 3.

99¢
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PART 5. MODIFICATION FACTORS
(a) K,
(b) K4
(c) Ke
(d) Ky
(e) Kg
() Ko
(8) Kyo

(h) Ks=1

(EMC-15) F! green
10 ( F! seasoned

o _Temporary Loads
(1) Factor r=——r o Toads

(k) Material Factor ¢

1-09

1-37

12-8

D
() Ri=g

L
(m) Ry=5 ay

1 2

(n) oxs;=ox1-35 \/ RixR; \/(1—(§1) )
(0) K
(p) lFIthnding 1-408 | L Fbcnding
(Q) 1—Iushcar 1-408 | N Fshcar

5.09

1-0

10

14-0

1-25

o

Comments

These Modification Factors have been calculated from the
Australian Timber Code. The purpose of this article is to
demonstrate the derivation and use of a design proforma, and
not to demonstrate or advocate the use of the Code. A detailed
description of the derivation of these numbers is not relevant.

So K|2=1'0
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PART 6. STRENGTH CHECKS (Steps 9to 12)

(a) Bending
(1) Allowable Stress [L]X[M]

(2) actual stress ()

(b) Shear
(1) Allowable Stress [N]X[0]

(2) Actual Stress ()
b

The complete design is shown in Figure 6. It fits on 10 one sheet of A4 paper.

19-7

16-02

1-76

0-66

]¢

Comments

(540-96+78-75)x 10°

3867x107 = 16:02 N/mm?
(368+45)x10° ,
6x275%375 0 667 N/mm

89¢
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Figure 6,TIMBER DESIGN PROFORMA

hote: “hemes” 1 wduahd L where typed

., LIVE LOAD EFFECTS (Steps 1 to 3) >. DEAD LOAD EFFECTS (Step 4 and 8) 2.(contd)
a. Span (L) 7 m la. Deck Thickness (from decking grach) |/0D mas Jo DLBH= ugaLs8 7875
b UBM (Table 26(M)) 42 |kN |b. Timber Density ('Yt) 1-8 k. DLSF = Vpe2 |45-0 [Fa[5d
c. Shear (Table 27(M)) 100  |xi |c. Deck Lengthz 2.44¢ 2x 045+ (-5 = 428 m 5. MODIFICATION FuCTORS
d. Impact Factor (IF) 1-15 d. Deck hrea including Kerbs (Ad) 0- 47,2 . X, = .28
e, Distribution Factor (DF) -6 e. Superstructure Weight (ws)=7t‘“d'l' 3-8 Qv [, Ky = 1o
f. LLBM = UBMySpanel'alFeDF 540-96 [A)ioim|f. Area of Beams (%): l «bed 0: 622 o Kg = 1o
g. LLSF = ShearsNaIFaDF 368-0 (ki |g. Total weight of Beams (W )= ahyal| 512 KN }4, K= | /-0
he Maximum Point Load (Table 4(x)) | 60 kil |h. Total Dead Weight (Wp)m W_+ Wy 90 B |, Ke= | 128
3, DEFLECTION CALCULATION (Steps 5 and 6) 4, BEAM SELECTION (Stev 7) f. Ky = I-o
a. Point Loa e Kip = {-0
w a ¢ |Equiv UDL| ||Assumed | Mir Beam Required _ ():MC -15) . F'greer .
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(a) © @] @ ® J Factor © = ot Loads 071
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5335 |0-535:7s p.076 |0:37| 19-7% ™) o o @ . : 1-09
91-87 |3-585+7s 0-812 |1-bo| /$6-60 gg a3 1 R =5 1-37
97-27 [4-805+7: 0-686 | 131 | 128-21 | 325 |2860 us_Tiee ] o % = Lyy 2.8
00
- 121 &,
| e g
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sstre . (1) Allowable Stress = '@ 9-7 )
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q 17 (2) Actua ress = + .
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min 3By, N .b-.d 967 b. Shear.
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= - - o= N ogb = —=nr owable ress
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The specimen calculation iflustrates how a design proforma can be used to pre-
sent a complicated procedure simply. As in the previous article the solution con-
verges quickly to an efficicnt one.

THE IMPORTANCE OF LoGIC DIaGrRAMS

The design proforma follows the logic diagram and cannot be devised without it. In
fact a logic diagram is a useful starting point for describing any design process
because:

{1) The fact that a logic diagram has been drawn for a proposed design method
confirms that the method is logical and that it leads to the desired conclusion.

(2} The logic diagram gives firm guidance as to how the design method should be
described.

{3) The logic diagram is a guide for any design proforma that may be drawn up.

(4} Alogic diagram is easy for any user to follow and can be written so that it
refers dizectly to any graphs or charts that may be used.

There are very few logic diagrams in the current crop of Military Engineering
Volumes even though there are many design methods described in them. The dis.
parity is something that all pamphiet writers should make every cffort to reduce.

Onward Christian Soldiers
BRIGADIER H E HOPTHROW CBE,. C Eng, FI Mech E

The Author enlisted in the Regular Anny
in 1915 and was posted to a “Wircless
Boys” Coy at St Mary's Barracks
Chatham. He was a Wireless Operator in
GHQ BEF and in the trenches In the bat-
. . tles of 3rd Ypres, St Quentin, Lys, Fian-
. ders and the ensuing pursuit. Commis-
’ sioned in  Supplementary  Reserve
. {RARQ) in 1925 he raised, trained and
; commanded 107 Coy RE (SR}, He trans-
ferred 1o Class | RARO in J935. In WW2
“ _ he was in turn ADW GHQ & Comd Post
"\ L BEF (193940}, Dep CE Home Forces
- and Air Defence Great Britain (194041),
‘ » Dep Controller Mil Wks Sves, DDFW

: and DEW between 1941-45,
fn civitian life between the wars he was a
: Civil and Mechanical Engineer with ICI
: _ : and after WW2 he returned to ICI as Asst
o Secretary of the Company. Benween 1960-

68 e was Hon Sec and a Vice-President of the Royal Institution.

REcenTLY there has been correspondence in the RE Journal about Sappers who
attained command of fighting formations. I cannot venture into that ficld but [ had
a brief experience of command of a kind, unusual, even for a Sapper.

On mobilization in 1939 [ left a very vigorous bridging exercise with 7 Field Com-
pany RE at Wouldham to join a Base Depot in Aldershot as a reinforcement. As the
CO, on old cavalier recalled from retirement, had been carried off his first parade
and not seen again, I reported to the Second-in-Command, a retired Cavalry
Major. [ asked the time of the morning parade—his reply, "1 like to see my Officers
not later than 11.00am™t Compared with the peace time rigours of Wouldham, war
seemed asoft alternative.
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More reinforcements came in almost hourly, & fascinating mixture; two Majors, a
Sapper and a Gunner, whe had seen no service or training since 1918 and whose
spoken military idioms were a purzle and amusement to some young Sapper Sub-
alterns. Then there was a 1918 vintage Captain who could not be parted from his
sword until he threw it overboard on our cross-channel passage.

These were smalt diversions compared with the arrival of forty-three Chaplains
of all Christian varieties. They included four monks, one of whom in recent years
was Abbot of Buckfast. Another, found to be a wine connoisseur, was detailed on
arrival in France to buy wine for the Mess; consequently he could be seen in the
course of his duties, like the Abbé Coignard, “with a bottle in one pocket as a pre-
caution and one in the other for the sake of equilibrium”. There was an Irishman
who had been awarded a Military Cross as a combatant Officer in Flanders; in 1945
he was elected to Parliament to represent an Trish constituency., adding to legal and
Parliamentary history by being unseated under the Act which debars clergy of the
Church of England from the Commons. Yet another had been a Regular RSM
before becoming a Clerk in Holy Orders; he was bothered, and bothered others, as
to whether he would receive his Warrant Officer’s pension as well as his Chaplain’s
pay. Most of us were billetted inan hotel in Farnborough but by some manoguvre
or mischance he was living in the Mess of a busily mobilizing Royal Tank Regiment
Battalion. As he seidom appeared on the few parades we had, the ACG (Assistant
Chaplain General) put him under arrest, a sore embarrassment to his hosts which
was relieved by his resignation and return to parochial duties.

Very few of the Chaplains had any experience or knowledge of military matters.
Many arrived in their clerical clothes carrying a civilian respirator in a cardboard
box stung from the shoulder by a piece of string, and a belief that they would be
issued with uniform. However, there were tailors in Aldershot ready to clothe them
but not enough buttons and badges. Some hasty research established that police
buttons and Wiltshire Regiment badges painted black would suffice.

Now clothed, issued with service respirators, instructed in their use and having
attended Icctures on Army Administration, how to distinguish between a Quarter
Master General and a Quartermaster Sergeant and which to salute, the ACG
ordered their presence for inspection on a barrack square in Aldershot, an order
passed to me for execution.

The ACG’s treatment of the ex-RSM emphasized his reputation for discipline
and military bearing, and his probable displeasure if his newly clothed shepherds
were left to find their own casual way to the correct square in Aldershot. T gave
them about fifteen minutes instruction on a minimum amount of footdrill and
marched at the head of my new command from Farnborough to Aldershot. Most of
them loved it but a few budding “barrack room lawyers” grumbled that it was an
improper way to treat Chaplains, others suggested they should sing Omward Christ-
ian Soldiers.

We arrived in good order, the inspection went well and to my relief the ACG
agreed to their being “dismissed from parade.”

So ended what proved to be my last “"Regimental” Command.

The Sapper

THE SAPPER is published every two months beginning in January each year. The
Annual Subscription, due on 1 January, is £2-40 including UK postage. Subscrip-
tion can be paid by cheque or postal order.
To become a subscriber please write to:
The Business Manager, The Sapper

Brompton Barracks, Chatham, Kent ME4 4UG
If preferred, payment may be made by Bankers Order. The necessary form can be
obtained from The Business Manager.



Memoirs

BRIGADIER A E ARNOLD CHE, B 5¢
Born M November 1900, died d March 1952, aged 81

Alax Evwasp (Tussy) Arsolr® was
commissioned in 1939, This ks & personal
tribute fo 8 man who was an inspiration
to all who camse in contact with him and
-h:;ubeﬁhﬂ;hr:pﬂmd-ﬂ'mbn

1t was @s 1 Tactics and then CRE Bor-
peo (19655) that his undoubted qualities
really received the wide recognition that
ey deserved.

He was an easy man o work for, and

job and, with his gentle persuasion, you
had.

His appointment as CRE Bomeo was
well timed, coming 8t & time when foree levels had resched a peak and the cam-
paign had developed from an emergency hasis into something more permanent. It
required a man of Tubby's experieace, wisdom and grasp of the practical require-
mients of soddiers in the field 1o bring abouat the improvements that were requined in

Support which covered the whole spectrum from combat to construction
He was the architect of the wstem which was the forerunner of the

undenstanding of how to defieat bureascracy, made a major contribution o our
military effectivencss in Bornen. 11 was early in this wur that 3 mutine medical
check shivwed that he had contracted dishetes. He lost much of his weight but such
wais his charisma that the name “Tubby' was never abandoned. For his work in the

mwmumﬁ

Later, when he the Engineer Sa Ciroup (1968-72}) he enbanced

considered him 1o be the leading modern manager in the
i o the i

his reputation. Many
Corps. He brought a mew management of Engineer
Resources which was after all “Big Busines™. In 1971 he was appointed CBE.

He retired from the Active List i 1975 on the completion of & tour as Pro
Director DHGEY 1o take up a senior appotmment with Fairey Enganeering Lid. To
his secomd career be ook wisdom guined from wide experience. a perceptive dis-
erimsination and an ability to sire up a situation or a problem quickly and effectively.
simcerity and & sense of humour,

It was always clevating 1o meet Tubby from time 1o ame; cabm, courteous and
slways interested in you, your family and yoar progress. His contemporanies and
indeed all his colleagues. mourn the earty separation of an excellent Sapper. a wise
counsellor and the most genuine and loval of friends.

T hiis wifie Judy and damghter Adrienne we offer our deepest .

DHB, CHC, HRDH, GWAN, EEP, MGS

Brigadier A E Arnold CBE B Sc
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COLONEL H M TAYLOR
Horn & December 1899, died 22 Ageeil 1952, aped 82
Huan Mostys Taviox died i April

hem an casy companion, especially as he
standard of both d
:‘w Iﬂh iy

fisst missang
‘War L. He was flrst posted 1o Hing Kong
and after a tour af daty there e served at
Aldershot, Then he as an imter

ali
i
!

posted in 1938 0 Segapore to command 41 Company. He became: Com-
mmw&ﬂun.hmmﬁﬂlwhmm:dmm
Defence T d  As these were virtually permanenthy

deployed to their tﬂ:tmnmm:u were no Sappers available for miscellaneous
defence tasks. When the two AA Compames were dishanded i August 1941 {the
Gunners 100k over the respomibility for the “lights”) be formed o small RE anit

placed in command of an RE unit made up of four Companses which held part of

the line mear the Alexandra Hospital,
As a Prisoner-of-War he succeeded in ot Changi and, s the senbor RE
Difficer there, was respomible in 1944 for the of the hats round the gaol for

W0 o w0 prisoners. As the comment af the Officer carrying out this constraction
unider those difficult circumstances is similar to those of others who served under
Colonel Taylar, i8 is quoted. 1 will remember him for his kindoess. hq)ldtu

naught such &s the Suez Canal Base and the Mackinnon Rowd.

He retired b0 1954 and was an RO2 a1 Bordon for spme vear. Later he chose to
lrve at Cidiham in an area where he could easily pursue one of his main interests—
Racing—at which he had o flair for phcking & winner!

Hugh and Bettine had two children. Their martbed daughter died two years ago
L-..rl.:'uﬂr s %, B0 sarvive him.

FLF, JRCH, JLN, FWS, FAW

Colonel H M Taylor
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MAJOR GENERAL L EC M PEROWNE CB, CBE. K 51 J. C Eng, MIEE

#

* Bown 11 June 1902, died 24 March 1982, aged 70

Lamvcmior  Epcan  Cossor  Mesvvs
PemownE was  educated at Winenford

But it was in command of “All Arms” lhathummuhnmmw Having
played a gallant pan in commanding an impravized unit { Perowne’s Rifles) in 1hc

Ava Maprﬂnﬂlllnlﬁl he was the lnst commander of the Bevtish Miditary
Mimsion o Greece. and condwcted it withdrawal with great goodwill from the
Greck hicrarchy.

lﬂmﬁmmhuﬁmﬂﬁlhmﬂdlh‘wuhtmlﬂhm
jpartition of the Indian Empire, inspired the War Office 10 incorpomte Gurkhas in
the British Arnvy. Many people hodd the opimion that but for Penowne's imagina-
thon the whale of the Indian Army's Gurkha contingent would have either been
returned fo Nepal or swallowesd up by the Army of the Independent India. Many
had & hand i this negotiation but the rdea came very largely from Perowne. 10 is ot
surprising therefare that the calmination of his career came in 1952 when be was
appointed Major General Brigade of Gurkhus and Commander | Tih Gurkha Divi-
mon during the emergency in Malaya, He brought 1o this command s romantic
view of soldiering. and o panache, whally appropriate to a Kaight of St John. His
MMM,HE!@IE}!MM,MMW. He would mod
countenance half-measures or sloppy amwens. Everyihing had 1o be right. Indeed
he gave the motio PROPERLY 1o the Brigade. But a1 the same thme e was hghly

. with a restless enquiring brain, and a lively sense of hamoar. His com-
mand saw the development of the Gurkha Engineers and Gurkha Signals, which be
imspired and nurtured, and which have proved highly susccessiul and efficient.

The 1Teh Gurkha Division included o namber of British unity, and be continued
Iht'plmd'ld.lpllrngﬂ'm Charkha units, with their Indian Amr hutmm.m a
Briteh Army environment. He enhanced the high morale. standards and esprif de
eorps of the Brigade of Gurkhas, while ut the same time conducting inteme jungle
operaiions against the communist lenmorists.

Major General L E C M Perowne CB CBE K Sc J C
Eng MIEE
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Shortly after his retirement in 1955, he became the first Coionel, The Gurkha
Engineers, and to this appointment he brought his usual meticulous attention and
wisdom, and guided the Regiment in its formative years. He thoroughly enjoyed
his time as Technical Adviser to David Lean in the making of the films “Bridge on
the River Kwai” and “‘Lawrence of Arabia”, after which he was involved with
various high-technology companies to which he brought fresh air and originality.

He was a fine writer who produced a number of prize-winning technical papers,
and his contributions to the History of the Royal Engineers and his history Gurkha
Sapper of the Gurkha Engineers’ first twenty-five years, show a style remarkable
for colour, readability and balance, supported by thorough research and attention
to detail. He was bitterly disappointed when the printing of the Gurkha Sapper was
prodiced so badly by the Hong Kong printers—it did not come up to his standards.

It was not easy to get to know Lance Perowne intimately; he seemed to liveon a
higher inteliectual plane than most of us. He was more erudite, more thoughtful
and better informed than most men. He was an immediately impressive, even
frightening, figure but those who worked with him found him to be immensely
human and understanding with a warm, subtle, almost impish, sense of humour.

He will be much missed by his maay friends and former comrades, not least by
the Brigade of Gurkhas, who will slways remember the unfailing kindness, hospi-
tality, and friendship of Trudy, his wife for fifty-five years.

Truly a knightly figure, sans peur et sans reproche.

JHSB, MJAC, MCAH, WGF]

Correspondence

Major A 1 M Gregor Macgregor
Scotts Farm

Scotts Grove Road

Chobham, Surrey, GU24 8DP

WaTER SUPPLY AT PERGAMUM

Sir—Recently I revisited the ancient city of Pergamum, which was built on an
acropolis standing more than 1000ft above the plain below. Being a Sapper, 1 natur-
ally took an interest in those matters that Sappers the world over from time
immemorial have always enthused about. The water supply in the Falkland 1slands
may cause concern, but how did they manage in Pergamurm $O high up?

The learned professors and knowledgeabic guides immediately said there was no
problem—it was a matter of siphon action from water Sources high up in the hiils
some miles away. The aquaduct many hundreds of feet below Pergamum was not
going to help much in transposting water by gravity from the higher sources. They
again came up with the easy answer which was clay pipes, about 20-23mm in dia-
meter, and that the aquaduct was in fact a bridge for these clay pipes.

I was not convinced. Assuming the aquaduct was only 500ft below, that certainty
meant a pressure of about 200psi. Would the clay pipes withstand that sort of con-
stant pressure? Would the joints have withsteod the forces? It is doubtful even if
they were lcad lined. There were 1 pumps in those days that could cope with the
head or volume, but Pergamum certainly enjoyed an excellent and plentiful water
supply.

I was wondering if any of your readers knew the answer or could suggest a possi-
ble solution. The only thought [ had was what would happen if one of the clay pipes
did spring a feak in the valley below, and how this could be dealt with,.—Yours
faithfully. A I M Gregor Macgregor.



276 THE ROYAL ENGINEERS JOURNAL

General Sir Victor FitzGeorge-Balfour KCB, CBE, DSO, MC
The Old Rectory
West Chiltington, Sussex.

AT ARNHEM—SEPTEMBLR 1944

Sir,—I have read Brigadier Myers™ article “At Arnhem—September 1944 pub-
lished inthe RE fournal of September with considerable regret and, with particular
distaste, the disobliging comments which he makes on the performance of XXX
Corps of which [ was at the time Gl QOps.

It is not unusual for those who have undergone an extreme trauma to react cmo-
tionally by seeking to place biame on others, particularly when it is patently
obvious, as in this case, that they were in no way to blame for their own misfor-
tuncs. Itis indeed perhaps even excusable. After some thirty-five years when emao-
tions should have been got under control and when the facts are readily available,
there is no excuse.

Brigadier Mycrs bases his strictures entirely on generalization. It would therefore
be impossibie, even jf my memory was good enough, to refute them in a detailed
and specific manner. I think, however, it is important that your readers should be
aware of the facts as secn by XXX Corps and I believe it would be right that before
they reach any conclusions they should read Chapter VII of Licut General Sir Brian
Horrocks' book, “Corps Commander™. (Published by Sidgwick and Jackson 1977}

It will clearly be for your readers to decide for themselves the validity of two
opposing views—those of Brigadier Myers and those of Lieut General Sir Brian
Horrocks. Your readers may wish to give consideration to the following points:-

{a) Your readers may feel that the views of a Corps Commander of Sir Brian
Horrocks' stature and long experience in this particular level of command, together
with his obvicusly far wider knowledge of the facts and factors invelved, should
carry more weight than those of a CRE of a Division and particularly of a Division
which was, as it happened, at the time divorced from the main thrust.

{b} Your readers might care to take account of the track-records of 1HQ XXX
Corps and of the twe Divisions concerned—Guards Armoured Division and 43
Wessex Division, It would take too much space to give these in any detail but any-
one interested would have little difficulty in obtaining the information. HQ XXX
Corps was, from Alamein onwards, repeatedly chosen to control operations which
required flexibility, specd and aggressiveness. Guards Armoured Division were if
anything inclined to be an excessively adventurous Division, and perhaps too ready
to take chances in the interest of speed. 43 Wessex Division was rather more staid
and stolid—periodically it required a nudge whick General Horrocks was very
expert at adnvinistering: once nudged the Division invariably reacted by pursuing its
objective with extreme determination and tenacity. The track-records of the forma.
tion Commanders concerned are equally distinguished. If on this particular occa-
sion—for all the formations concerned, one battle among many, cven if a very
major one—XXX Corps displayed no real sense of urgency as Bripadier Myerg
alleges then its behaviour was totally out of character and this must surely be
regarded as inherently improbabie.

(¢) Brigadier Myers writes: "as a resuit of 4 most galiant assauis crossing of
the river Waa! at Nijmegen by a Combat Regiment of 82 Air Borne Division, the
road and railway bridges there were captured intact on the afternoon of 20
September,” The facts are that the road bridge was captured by 2 Grenadier
Guards, two of whose tanks {from 2 group commanded by Lord Carrington) man-
aged most gallantly to make a dash across the bridge after which Guards Armoured
Division Sappers defused the demolition charges, which for some tncredible
reason, the Germans had failed te detonate. Certainly 2 Grenadier Guards would
in no way dispute that their action could not have been successful without the diver-
sionary effect produced by the American Regiment whose gallantry and coopera-
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tion Guards Armoured Division fully acknowledged with gratitude and admiration.
Tt is true that Brigadier Myers does not say that the road bridge was captured by the
American Combat Regiment but this appears, to me, to be implied. Certainly
nowhere in the article is there, in connection with the capture of the Nijmegen road
bridge, any mention of 2 Grenadier Guards or even of Guards Armoured Division.
This must arise cither from ignorance (inexcusable}, or as a manifestation {perhaps
subconscious) of prejudice; it can certainly do little to enhance the credibility of
Brigadier Myers' views as expressed in his article.

I find Brigadier Myers’ remark *'to be fair te General Horrocks he kept on having
to divert his attention to his narrow corridor between Eindhoven and Nijmegen™
unbecomingly patronizing. What is more it is not even true and here, as General
Horrocks' GI, it is more likely that my view is right than that of Brigadier Myers.
What is true is that the staff of HO XXX Corps were desperately worried and poss-
ibly distracted by the interruption of L of C; and rightly sc, as became apparent
when the front end started to suffer from a very sericus and damaging shortage of
ammugnition. General Horrocks personally never for one moment allowed his
attention to be diverted from his primary aim— as some of us at times thought he
should perhaps have done.

[ hope that in this letter I have avoided falling into the trap of disparaging the
efforts of others. [ in fact yield to no-one in my admiration for the performance of |
Airborne Division at Arnhem or of the twe US Air Borne Divisions involved in the
operation. Nor, may I add, do my remarks about Brigadier Myers’ article, detract
from my admiration for his extreme personal gallantry of which I had first-hand
knowledge at this particular time.—Yours sincerely, V FitzGeorge-Balfour. -

Major General A G C Jones CB MC
“The Gatehouse™

Salisbury Roead

St Margaret’s Bay

Dover, Kent

AT ARNHEM—SEPTEMBER 1944

Sir,—I suppose the Arnhem debate will run for ever; certainly there appears to be
ne lessening of interest as the years go by.

Did XXX Corps try hard enough? I can offer some observations only from the
lowly level of a Troop Commander with Guards Armoured Division, the fead Divi-
sicn of XXX Corps. In accordance with our standard practice, my Treop was sup-
porting st (Motor} and 2nd (Armoured) Battalions Grenadier Guards, and I was
therefore closely involved in the fight for the Nijmegen bridges.

By 1944, in common with many other Regiments, the Guards were in growing
difficulty with reinforcements and one could argue that they were not quite the
force they had been earlier in the war. At that stage in the conflict we were scraping
the bottom of the manpower barrel. The five Regiments of Foot Guards were not
the easiest problem on the Manning Staffs list. For example it was not possible to
put a Welsh Guardsman in the Coldstream and the problem had been compounded
by giving the Foot Guards avaricty ofroles, including Sherman tanks, Churchill tanks,
infantry and motorized infantry.

I remember talking to some Guardsmen in Nijmegen during the battle and
finding they had been transferred to the Grenadiers comparatively recently from
the RAF Regiment and Anti-Aircraft Artillery and were not much liking their new
rather more dangerous role. The thought uppermost in their minds was not to be
the bravest soldiers in the British Army, just the oldest, and they were not alone in
that. After all, hopes were still running high that we could finish it ail in 1944.
However, the Grenadiers certainly fought hard in Nijmegen; for exampie King's
Company of the 1st Grenadiers was reduced to Platoon strength during the battle
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and the Company Commander was among those killed.

[ remember with affection and respect the two CO's of the Grenadier Battalions.
They were battle-hardened Commanders and hagd the confidence of their officers
and men. One of them later became a four-star General, the other a Major
General. With hindsight, it did take them a little time to establish sufficiently close
working relationships with their opposite numbers in 82nd (US) Airborne Division,
but this was to some extent typical of the hasty improvizaticn which characterized
the whole operation. British and Americans had never met prior to the moment
when they were making key decisions in the heat of battle and ideally Commanders
down at least to Battalion level should have been flown out to a jeint briefing
before the start, in an attempt to overcome the difficulties inherent between two
Allies. Unfortunately, time did not allow of the ideal and therefore I remember the
first plan to rush the Nijmegen bridges as a somewhat disjointed affair. The Ameri-
cans did their thing and we did ours, One must also remember the pressure on
Commanders to get on, and if the Intelligence assessment that resistance was likely
to be light had been correct instead of being more than a little over-optimistic, the
idea of a quick dash at the bridges would probably have worked. In the event we
were seen off first time in Nijmegen and therefore a much more closely co-ordinated
plan was made for the second attempt which, as we all know was successful.

The Engineer support at Nijmegen was in the hands of two famous Sappers,
“Splosh™ Jones as CRE and John Thomas as OC 14 Field Squadron. As a young
Officer I was on the receiving end of numerous richly deserved rockets from both of
them. I owe them a great deal and can testify from several painful educative experi-
ences that neither in any way lacked a sense of urgency. I have a vivid memory of
John Thomas charging at high speed round Nijmegen at the wheci of a jeep with a
bullet hole through the windscreen slap in front of his eyes, put there by a trigger
happy American Parachutist.

Brigadier Myers has written that, "As z rcsult of a most gallant assault crossing
of the river Waal at Nijmegen by a Combat Regiment of 82 US Airborae Division,
the road and railway bridges there were captured intact from the afternoon of 20th
September.” I think it would be more accurate to say that the bridges were cap-
tured as a result of the joint efforts of the Americans and the Grenadiers. T have not
seen the film, “A Bridge Too Far”, but understand that Robert Redford, in the
part of an American Commander, shoots his way on to Nijmegen road bridge. This
is falsifving history. [ was with the party of Grenadiers in Sherman tanks that
rushed the road bridge, commanded by Peter Carrington with Sergeant Pacey in
the leading tank. It is & fact that they were over the river before they met the Ameri-
cans. I accompanied the party in & Humber light recce car and stopped at the
northern end of the main span to look for the charges, while the tanks went on.
Certainly no Americans were present at that time, as apart from oursclves the only
other people on the bridge were some Germans who were only too ready to sur-
render.

The follow up from Nijmegen has been, and is, the subject of much criticism, |
sce from the history of the Guards Division {I was not personally involved) that the
Irish Guards Group (2nd Armoured/3rd Infantry Battalions} moved through the
Grenadiers at midday September 2Ist. One might ask why did they not move at
first light, or why did we not attempt some movement forward during the night 20/
21 September. Looking back, it is easy to sympathize with the view that with just
eleven miles to go, everything should have been thrown into a last lunge at
Arnhem. But it is also easy to forget the long single line of road back to Eindhoven
which increasingly came under attack and along which all supplies had to reach the
forward troops. Fire support, both artillery and air, was not on the same gencrous
scale that had become the norm in North-West Europe, due to lack of forward
landing grounds and shortage of ammunition. Perhaps most inhibiting of all, the
advance was restricted to a one-tank front, as any vehicle attempting to leave the
road immediately bogged down in soft going. Also the wide, flat Dutch landscape
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afforded [ittle cover for infantry or armour.

Twe miles north of Nijmegen the Irish lost all three tanks of their leading Troop,
They could not get off the road because of deep drainage ditches and the advance
stuck. The Welsh Guards Group were alse committed, followed the next day by
43rd Division and a Brigade of 50 Division. As is well known, in the face of stiffen-
ing German resistance none of these efforts was in the end good enough,

In 1945 [ was drafted to Burma, and among other members of the draft was Eric
Mackay, who commanded an Airborne Sapper Troop and fought most gallantly on
the Arnhem bridge. Captain Mackay and Lieutenant Jones reviewed the Marker
Garden operation in several hours of discussion prior to and during the long voyage
te Rangoon, and came to the conclusion that it would have been preferabie to use
the Airborne Army to open up Antwerp. [ remember asking Eric, as a parachutist,
how he rated the German heavy gunners on Walcheren as a target for Airborne
troops and getting his reaction that they would have been on the soft side, to put it
mildly. At the time of Arnhem supply vehicles took ten days to go from Normandy
to the front line and back, We had captured a major port intact but could not use it.
Instead of sticking our necks out still further, surely it was better to resolve our
problems of supply and get the whole front moving again? The factor of greund
alse favoured this course of action, as Holland was ideal terrain for defence and our
left fank could have been secured with the minimum of troops.

Eric and I did not realize then what has now been well documented, that
Eisenhower and Montgomery were locked in argument over strategy, Montgomery
the vigorous proponent of the single concentrated thrust of some forty Divisions
across the Rhine into the Ruhr, and Eisenhower taking more account of political
factors and helding out for advance on a broad front, As we all know Eisenhower
won the argument {the senier Officer usually does) but he may weil have given the
Airborne Army to Mentgomery as a consolation prize for finally backing down,

There seems little doubt that unfavourable Intelligence reports were disregarded

or taken too lightly, Possibly there were two reasons for this. Montgomery's fanati-
cal insistence on getting his own way and by hook or crook thrusting over the
Rhine, and secondly the Airborne soldiers themselves. These were the elite, hand-
picked from units throughout the Army. Yet these same ordinary units had been
steadily advancing without Airborne help. Brigadier Myers has written that some
sixteen operations had been canceiled and I recall a figure being quoted some years
ago of as many as twenty-one canceliations, Whatever the actual number, it was
undoubtedly extremely frustrating to high quality fighting men of whom quite a
number must have been thinking they would miss the last act of the show. The
motivation to avoid yet another cancellation must have been very strong and there-
fore Intelligence may well not have been presented without distortion. One has the
feeling that, no matter what the risks, the 1st Airborne Division would have gone
anywhere, and woeuld have dropped on Berlin itseif if someene had asked them to
£C.
Brigadier Myers had given the casualty figures at Arnhem at 8000 out of 10000 in
nine days fighting and there can be no question that the 1st Airborne Division's
fighting ability was of the highest order. Yet the achievement of XXX Corps should
not be forgotten, in that they had fought their way through from the beaches in
Normandy and taken heavy casualties in sustained operations, I believe that there
wereinstances where some Battalions had received 400 per cent reinforcementsin the
period from Normandy to the Rhine, ie four new Battalions’ worth of men.

In the final chapter of his magnificent boek, “Defeat into Victory™, Field Mar-
shal Bill Slim has made some penetrating observations on the use of special forces,
including the remark, *“Armies do not win wars by means of a few bedies of super
soldiers but by the average quality of their standard units.” He also said in the
introduction to his book, “We all, even those among us who may have seemed to
fail, did cur best. Luckily cur combined best proved good encugh.” He of course
was tatking about the war in Burma, Sadly, our combined best was not good
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enoughto win at Arnhem nor achieve victory in Europe in [944, The thought of the
“might have been™, the marvelious success that came so nearly within our grasp
and yet in the end eluded us, remains & bitter memory for all of vs who were
there —Yours faithfully, A G C Jones,

Captain A S R Lynch
“Boyfields"

Church Lane

Caythorpe, Lincs NG32 3DU

SAPPER RESERVISTS

Drear Sir,—1 was interested in the article “TA Sappers—An Appraisal” in Volume
96/2 of the RE Journal. The central problem of the TA is, it seems, scarce
resources. Despite the happy position of TA Sapper Units which we are told are
“almost fully manned™ there is still 2 grave shortage of cxperienced men and par-
ticularly of experienced Officers. This letter will attempt to identify a currently
under-utilized source of this expericnce.

The demands made on a TA Officer in an Independent Unit are excessive. How
can people actively pursuing a civilian career continue to give up three nights a
week and two weekends a month to soldiering? The phrase “a second career™ is
fittingly used by Brigadier Willmott. With the planned increase in TA strength of
16000, where will the extra Officers be found?

The level of commitment certainly acts as o disincentive to ex-Regular Officers
who might be encouraged to join the TA and provide a stiffening of leadership and
experience. Sponsored Units could be the answer but when I, for example, made
tentative enquiries with CVHQ RE abont six years ago [ was told they were over-
strength and in any case they were looking for “somewhat younger men™. As [ was
thirty at the time I found this reaction strange.

It is important that the “Military” recognize that the majority of employers, par-
ticularly in industry, have no direct military experience or military links. Ex-
Officers are regarded with some suspicion in any case, and an individual who asks
for consideration because he has joined the TA is likely to find his commitment to
the company questicned,

Imagine that an early/mid-career switch into the Army was as easy as a switch owr
of the Service. What would the reaction of the average Commanding Officer (Man-
aging Director?} be to a newly joined ex-accountant from British Leyland who
formed up to ask for an extra two weeks holiday so that he could go accounting for
his old firm and who, in addition, is known to spend at lcast one night a week and
one weekend a month doing the same!

The Individual Reinforcement Plan seemed, when it was launched. to provide a
partial answer to many of the problems inherent in depending on TA Units and
Reservists to bring the Army to War Establishment. A “briefing” was promised as
part of the process. Here surely was a chance to keep in touch—by the way, what /$
an SO2 GU/G4, do we still have Brigades—didn’t they go out of fashion—are they
back??

In the event I for one have been bitterly disappoeinted on both reporting dates so
far. No attempt was made to brief anyone or to capitalize on the fact that the
majority of those who attended had given up a day’s work te do so.

It has been simply a case of collect or check your kit, collect £70 and off you go
for another year. As a taxpayer [ found it a puzzling exercise from a Service short of
money.

This is surely the first source which could be tapped for experienced and stiil
interested Officers and SNCO's. | believe that nearly all those who attend the “kit
check™ would in fact be happy to take part in a couple of hours training—perhaps a
re-familtarization with Small Arms, NBC Diills, Special-to-Arm training at a low
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level. There need be no increase in the £70 bonus to achieve this. For Officers, why
not go further and provide a briefing on the individual posting or even provide writ-
ten material on weapons, systems, equipment and organization. There simply will
net be time to do this after Mobilization and it would mean that in War the indi-
viduals might at least recognize the equipment on their own side.

The Individual Reinforcement Plan should be expanded to allow for “steps™ of
individual commitment. These could range from the once-a-year reporting daytoa
full commitment to & Sponsored or Independent Unit. The “steps™ could consist of
correspondence courses, weekend courses, long weekends at Arms Schools. If
necessary an increased "'bounty” could be offered at each level. This arrangement
would allow individual Reservists to keep their Military knowledge in-date but at
the level of a *'hobby™ rather than a “'second career”—after all every ex-Officer
already has the latter.

1 suppose, in the end, 1 cculd always contact the CVHOQ of some lesser Arm or
Service—one which might not be looking fer “somewhat younger men”—but you
know what they say . . . “*Once a Sapper . . .".—Yours sincerely, Robert Lynch

Major L H Jamieson RE

Recruit and Youth Selection Centre
Inchdrewer House

Colinton Road

Edinburgh EH13 §LA

75 EnGineer REGIMENT {V) HISTORY

Sir,—There appears to be something amiss with the photograph and caption on
page 190 of the September Journal, allegedly depicting 75 Engr Regt’s first camp in
W Germany in 1970. The white bell tents and the forage caps worn by the soldiers
appear to be about 1905 and not much later than 1920. The trestle bridge in the
foreground appears to be under construction rather than being prepared for pre-
liminary demolition.

Perhaps the apparent anomaly has come about as a result of the habit in the past
of giving the TA obsolete equipment and stores for trainingl—Yours sincerely,
Lenox Jamieson.

Editor: 1t is indeed flattering when a Correspondent does not even contemplate
that the Editor could be at fault! I would suggest the ingenious solution of reversing
the captions! My apologies.

Colonel S M Hollway OBEMC TD DL
Applecross

Station Road

Heswall, Merseyside, L60 §8PW

TA S5aprpers oF CHESHIRE, LANCASHIRE & W YORKSHIRE

Sir,—The article by Major Burman and Captain Kirby in the September issue of
the Journal is of great interest although, certainly in the case of the Engineer Units
of West Lancashire, it contains a number of errors.

The facts are as follows.

In 1864 the 1st Lancashire Engineer Volunteer Corps was raised in Liverpool as
Submarine Miners and they maintained this role until submarine mining was taken
over by the Royal Navy. They then became the Lancashire Fortress Engineers with
the task of manning the searchlights on the Perch Rock Fort in the Mersey and at
- Walney Island in the approaches to Barrow. They maintained this role between the
wars and up to May 1940 when they handed over these duties to the Royal Artiliery
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and were converted to 580 Army Troops Company. In 1941 they took part in the
Greek campaign where they suffered most severe casualties. Thereafter they
remained in the Mediterranean theatre.

On the reformation of the Territorial Army in [947 they became 380 Field Park
Company as part of 128 Corps Engineer Regiment. In the 1950 reorgamzation of
the TA they were trunsferred to 107 Corps Engineer Regiment.

The 2nd Lancashire Engincer Volunteer Corps were raised in St Helens {some
thirteen miles from Liverpool) in 1868 by Major Rothwell and were trained in field
engineering dutics which at that time, of course, included signalling,

Both Corps sent volunteers to the Boer War,

When the Territorial Army was formed in 1908 the 2nd Lancashire Voluntecr
Corps became the Divisional Engineers of the 55 (West Lancs) Division TA and,
with the Company numbers 252-5, served with the Division until the end of the
Great War. It is interesting to recall that during this war TA units maintained their
own Buse Depots and recruiting stations at their peace time locations and Engineer
Hall, St Helens was no exception.

The 55 {West Lanes) Division was reformed n 1922 and Divisional Engineers
were stationed in two locations: 252 and 253 Field Compunies in their old home in
St Helens and HQ RE, 254 Field Company and 255 Field Park Company in Liver-
pool, The two latter Companics were formed from the rebadged 9ih Battalion The
King's (Liverpool} Regiment and occupied the Drill Hall of the parent unit. In the
mid-20s 255 Field Park Company was disbanded and the Division left with three
Field Companies only.

In 1937 the role of 53 Division was changed to that of a Motorized Division of
two Brigades and, to conform, the role of 254 Fleld Company was changed to that
of Field Park Company. The following year saw the decision to double the Terri-
torial Army by forming a second ling alongside existing units and a consequence
of this further reorganization was that 254 Field Park Company was moved to St
Helens and the 55 Division RE were under one roof again.

On the outbreak of war in 1939 253 Field Company went immediately to the BEF
as part of 3rd Divisional Engineers and in October 1939 252 Field Company and
254 Field Park Company followed, initially to jein X" Force but subsequently to
make up, with onc Regular and another Territorial Company, the 5th Divisional
Engineers. All three Companies stayed with their respective formations for the rest
of the war.

Following Dunkirk the units were reformed and 253 Field Company took part in
the invasion of Normandy and all subsequent operations. 252 Field and 254 Freld
Park Companics accompanied 5 Division to India in 1942 and, after 2 spell in
PAIFORCE took part in the invasion of Sicily and Italy. After a gruelling spell in
Anzio they were withdrawn with the Division to the Middle Eust for rest and refit.
From there they went to NW Europe where they finished the war.

The post-war history of the Royal Engineer units in West Lancashire is as briefly
summarized by Major Burman but it is worth adding that on 22 June 1966 the Free-
dom of the Borough of 5t Helens was conferred on 252 (St Helens) Field Squadren
RE {TA).—Yours sincerely, S M Hellway.

Captain Franklin D Buckiey USN (Rid)
3225 Nottingham Road

Gcean Springs

MS 39564 USA

RESTORATION OF BRIDGES AND WATERWAYS OF THE RHINE
Sir.—I wouid like to establish contact with individuals of the British Occupation

Forces who participated in the restoration of bridges and waterways of the Rhine
River immediately following WW2, | am interested in particular in exchanging cor-
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respondence with people who had contact with Herr Hans von Schiller, who
worked under the supervision of British authorities in clearing the Rhine channel of
wrecks, When this work was essentially completed, he became the Port Director at
Disburg, for the port of Cologne, a position he held until his retirement at the age
of sixty-five in 1956.

In earlier years, von Schiller commanded the airship Graf Zeppelin on many of
its [ater transatlantic trips, and was returning from Scuth America when the Hin-
denburg burned at Lakehurst. He was also by that time a member of the Quiet
Birdmen Society {brass Membership Card No 4766}, which fact itself might help
generate contacts,

My wife and I visited with him and his wife at their home in Tubingen in Septem-
ber 1976, less than three months before he died. At that time he said to me, “So
many people come to sec me and ask about my experience with the Zeppelins. [
wish someone would ask me about the clearing of the Rhine. I am more proud of
that than anything I did with airships.”—Yours sincerely, Franklin I Buckley.

Book Reviews

SMM FOR ONSHORE PIPELINE WORKS
(Published by Pipeline Industries Guild, 17 Grosvenor Crescent,
Londan SWIX 7ES. Price £5-00)

Tis revised and expanded Standard Method of Measurement covers both welded
and all types of mechanically jointed pipelines for both cross-country and densely
developed urban areas. Although it is a **'metric” document, with a little adaption it
is suitabie for imperial units.
EEP
THE ORDNANCE SURVEY ATLAS OF GREAT BRITAIN
(Published jointly by Ordnance Survey and Country Life Books. Price £12-95)

AN Atlas is normally defined as “a collection of maps in a volume; a similar volume
containing illustrative plates etc or a conspectus of a subject”. This book lives up to
the second part of the definition.

The guality of OS Maps is probably unrivalled. The 126 pages of 1:250000 {the
“motorists” scale) maps are superbly reproduced with ample overlap to carry over
to the adjoining sheets. The 44 page Index, with some 32000 entries, each with a
National Grid reference number, is of inestimable value and includes all the defini-
tive names shown on the maps.

Without taking anything away from these contemporary maps and the unpara-
lleled cartography of the OS the book is raised to weli above expectations by the
two additional sections which cover physical, historical, economic and human
geography. With specially commissioned maps and text the authors sharpen the
reader’s awareness of the changes over the years and the diversity of the changes.

Te take two examples of these special maps: “The Early Industrial Revolution™
shows that the geography of early industrialization depended on the availability of
coal or water for power, and on canals for communications, and how the concentra-
tion of industry into relatively small areas was fed by a dramatic movement of
people from rural arcas to the towns: “The Crisis of the 1930s™ shows the results of a
study carried out in the late 30°s which revealed the excessive dependence of many
tewns on a single industry as a structural problem exacerbating the impact of the
depression, and compares the distribution of these industries with the incidence of
unemployment.

This book is unreservedly recommended to all.

EEP
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DIEPPE 1942—ECHOES OF DISASTER
WILLIAM WHITEHEAD. Editor TERRENCE MACARTNEY-FILGATE
_ {Published by Richard Drew Publishing Co, Glasgow. Price £9-95)

In the early hours of 19 Aupust 1942 an armada of almost 250 Allied vesscls, car-
rying over 6000 troops and sixty tanks, left England for a dawn assault on Dieppe.
Seventy Sguadrons of fighters and bombers fown by pilots of eight nations pro-
vided the air cover. By the ¢nd of the day the Allied casualties were almost 4000
and we had lost all the tanks and over 100 planes.

This book asks the questions: How did such a massive short lived operation come
about? What did it accomplish? Why was it such a bitter, costly failure? It docs not
pretend to add a great deal of historical foct to the accounts that have already been
written nor provide any new answers; but is an impression based on the memories
of those who took part. The book is largely a photegraphic record with a linking
text including many quotes—in 2 sense it is 2 film documentury in book form
reflecting the metier of the Author and Editor.

It is a fine tribute to all those who took part in the raid and in particular to nearly
3000 Canadians killed, wounded or taken prisoner.

EEP

BOOK NEWS FROM INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS

All books in this section are published by Thomas Telford Lid and are obtainable
Sfrom Marketing and Sales Dept, Thomas Telford Ltd, 1-7 Great George Street,
London SWIP 3AA.

CIVIL ENGINEERING IN FRENCH
A Paulus: Price £10-00
Tuis book is designed for the engineer with some basie knowledge of Freach (O
Level}. It will be especially useful for those who have gualificd in the English lan-
guage but arc working in a French-speaking environment os it familiarizes the
reader with the use, voeabulary and application of French in civil engincering.
Limited interest.

ICE WORKS CONSTRUCTION GUIDES
Three additional Guides have been published. This series of short guides to basic
construction praclice are written by experienced engineers and are designed to aid
young engineers in the transition from the academic environment to work on site,
whilst also providing a basic introduction to the subject for newcomers. These
*paper backs™ arc of interest to all RE Officers.
Concrete Materials Technology. J F Troy: Price £2.00
A concise introduction to the various materials used in the maxing of concrete and
the effects those materials have on the type of concrete produced. References and a
biblicgraphy provide sources of further and more detailed reading,
Site Investigation. A D Robb: Price £2-00
This is written with reference to the new Code of Practice for Site Investigation and
describes the many different techniques, including trial pits, borings and rotary
drillings, and their relative advantages and disadvantages. Methods of reporting
and interpreting the data are also discussed.
Site Handling Equipment. I R [llingsvorth: Price £2-50
Efficient construction is highly dependent on selecting the site handling equipment
best suited to particular circumstances. In this guide the different categories of
plant, the linear, one-dimensional and two-dimensional methods, as well as more
uncenventional methods are described. Cost effectiveness, correct operating prac-
tice, selection procedures, efficiency and safety are discussed.



MORRISON'S ACADEMY
Crieff, Perthshire

Situated in spacious grounds in beautiful Perthshire. Morrison’s Academy is an
independent school for boys and girls which, since 1860, has been equipping
young people for life all over the world. The reputation of Morrison™s is based on
sound Scottish formal education, along with a wide range of sports and activities.
O grade, Higher grade and Sixth Year examinations are taken while Oxford and
Cambridge A-levels can be added if desired.

Boarders, who form a third of the role of 850 pupils. are accepted from eight
years upwards, and are accommodated in eight comfortable houses within easy
reach of the School and are under the supervision of a housemaster or housemis-
tress who is on the Staff of the School. A few day pupils are admitted each year to
Primary 1 and Primary 2.

Boarding fees for Session 1982/83 are £880 per term. The Rector will be pieased
te forward further details on request.

Buy finance and insure your
car through Naafi

Because of Naali's unigue experience in providing special services or H.M.
Forces. we have been able {0 develop a car sales and finance service especially

Rintg us loday at
geared fo your needs. . . Nottingham {0602} 411591
We have our gwn sales Igroe able 1o provide adwice and assistance n lhe purchase A .
of a new car with advantageous prices on many makes for persanal expori. We —written quolations

are provided on

otfer finance facilities phus car and cusloms duty insurange where tequired. )
reques

NAAHI-We re here to help you!




ARTICLES AND CORRESPONDENCE
FOR THE JOURNAL
Your Journal depends for its existence on articles and correspondence submisted for
publication on historical, professional, technical and, indeed. on any subject of
interest to Military Engineers.

ARTICLES
Articles may be of any length, but preferably not more than 6800 words. They should
be typed in duplicate on ong side of the paper only, double spaced with & ose-inch
margin. A third copy should be retained by the author for checking with the proofs.

Articles should be accompanied by a photograph of the author, suitable for
reduction to two inches width, and a pen picture of his career to introduce the author
to our readers.

Photographs to illustrate an article should be black and white prints on glossy
paper. The size of the photograph does not matter as the size can be adjusted. Line
drawings, maps etc must be int biack ink and all lines, lettering ¢tc must be bold and
c¢lear to allow for reduction in size when reproduced. Scales must be drawn and not
worded.

The copyright of zll articles published in the RE Journal i$ assigned to the Council
of the Institution of Royat Enpgineers.

Payments for articles is at a rate decided by the Publications and Library Commit-
tee. An additional award of £20 is made at the discretion of the Committee for
articles of particular merit published in each issue of the RE Journal.

Three further awards are made cach year:—
The Best Article of the Year Prize (£50) open to all authors;
The Montgomerie Prize (a book 1o value of £23) for the best article on a profes-
sional subject by a Serving Regular RE Officer not above rank of Licut Colonel;
The Arthur ffolliott Garrett Prize {to purchase or help purchase a piece of silver,
value £25) for the best article on the technical aspects of logistic engineering or
survey by a Serving Regular RE Officer not above rank of Licut Colonel,
Articles may be submitted at any time but the following dates are normally the
latest for inclusion in the issues shewn:
MARCH ISSUE ] DECEMBER SEPTEMBER ISSUE | JUNE
JUNE ISSUE 1 MARCH DECEMBER ISSUE 1 SEPTEMBER
For articles requiring clearance attention is draws to Military Security Instructions
Part | Army Code No 00723 Appendix B to Chapter 5.

CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence is the life blood of the RE Journal. Correspondence on published
articles is particularly interesting as it provokes further thoupht and widens the
discussions on controversial topics. It is important however that the initial reactions
to articles published should be in the »exT Journal to maintain the interest in the
subject. For this reason the submission date for correspondence referring to articles is
five weeks later than that for articles. On average this will give correspondents about
one month Lo react.

The submission dates for Correspondence on published articles are therefore:
MARCH ISSUE 7 JANUARY SEPFEMBER ISSUE 7 JULY
JUNE ISSUE 7 aPRrIl DECEMBER ISSUE 7 OCTOBER
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