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FOREWORD. 

I desi;-e to place on record m_v high appreciation of 
the good service done since the formation of the Cyclist 
Battalion in July. 1916, to the signing of the Armistice . 

Your Battalion has had a most varied experience 
and few units in the RE.F. have rend<'red valuable 
service in so n1anydifferentdirectionsorin conj unction 
with so man\' different formations. 

Its work has included traffic rontrol. the felling of 
trees. cable burying, repairing of trenchf'S, the holding 
as lnfantrv of sections of the front the recon
naissance of front areas and !ht 
offensives as advanced Mounted Troops. 

The 6, 7 and 8 feet def'p, 
running up to the in slwll swept areas, and 
m"ost of it done by night, proved as valuabJ,-. and 
successful as it was arduous and danguous. Latterly 
thr Battalion became so l'X!X'rienced and expert in 
this work that its personnel were f'mployed only as 
supervisors. 

On several occasions, when specially nl'ede<l, your 
Battalion has done most valuable service in the fron t 
\ine, both as Infantry and Mounted Troops. Of these 
I desire to specially mention tl,e Battle of Mcssines, 
the filling of the gap near VIERSTRATT at a heavy 
cost in casualties and the holding off of the enemy for 
fo ur days in April, 1918, during the critical period of 
the big enemy offensive, The Capture of Marfaux in 
tl,e offensive of the Fifth French Army in July, 1918, 
and the excellent patrol and advanced reconnaissance 
work in the second Battle of the Somme anrl finally in 
our final advance from Arras to Mon~. 

I oongratulatr you on being selected as the only 
British L:nit to receh-e a fanion from General 
&rt helot. 
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If Cyclists are included in the post war Army of 
New Zealand the traditions of your good service cannot 
fail to both their efficiency and 

I ask you with confidence to continue un til dis
charged in New Zealand to do your share in main
taining the high reputation for soldierly quali ties lie\d 
by the N.Z.E.F. 

My gratitude for your services and my best wishes 
for your future happiness and prosperity will follow you 
to New Zealand. 

(Sgd.) ALEX. J. GODLEY, 
Lieut.-General 

Commanding N.Z. Expeditionar;, Forces. 

XX II. Corps Headquarters, 
Mons (Belgium I. 

6th March. 1919. 



LJBUT.-CoLONEL C. H. EVANS. D.S.0. 
Officer Commanding N.Z. Cyclist liat1alion 





FORE \'iORD. 

We endeayour t o illustrate to onr readers the actual 
part taken in the Great War, 191~- 18, by a small Unit 
called the New Zealand Cyclist Corps. This Unit com
pri<;OO a very small part of the N.%.E.F., and was in
corporatl-d in the XXII Corps i\lountcd Troops. [ ts 

work with thi~ high fOn11ation separnt,~d us from the 
N 7.. Division (whose glorious exploits are touched upon 
by other writers) and naturally very little was heard in 
our Homeland about our doings. Cas11alty lists ap~ar
ing in onrpapers here told the public that · · Somewhere in 
France '· this small Unit was kept actively employed and 
was striving to uphold tradit ions of the Britisb 
rac<c: anddo ils bit in \VJ r. 

THE WRITERS 
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Regimental History 
OF 

New Zealand Cyclist Corps 
IN 

The Great War 
1914- 1918 

CHAPTER !. 

FORMATION 

on the 3rd August, 19! I, th,· British Empire 
dechred on Germany. her Dominions ~yond the 
seas answered the call and started eainest!y to help 
the Mother Country. 

!n accordance with a request from the War Office, 
the New Zealand Go\'ernment despatched a Force to 
Samoa on Al1~ust 14th, 19!4, upon theoutbreakofwor 
On 12th . .\ugu~t, 1914, the offer of a Voluntary E'<
l-'ed,tionaff Force for service abroad b\· ~ cw Zealand 
to the Imperial Go,·ernmc.nt 1,·as ac~<'pted, a,,J on 
October 16th, 1914, this Force soiled for Egypt. Dming 
the months that followed, our gloriou~ wor].; in Gollipoli 
has been told by other writers and n~d not be duplicateJ 
here·. On 28th January. the Imperial Govern-

that in view the large accumulation 
of in Egypt, a eomplete Kew Ze<lland 
Division be formed. At tl,e suggestion of the Arm_\' 
Council, details were arranged din-ct with Gc11erC1l 
Sir \\'illiam Birdwood, and the Division was fonned i11 
Februan·, 1916, under the Command of ~lajo1-Gt·n,·r,1l 
<:..ir A. J. Godle~·, K.C.M.G., 11ho had raised and trai,wd 
the N.Z. Expeditionary Force in Xew Zeahnd, to who,-e 
IeaJ,·rship the whole of the subseqncnt brilliant succe-.,. 
of the N.Z.E.F. i~ re<;ponsibk: 
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A Cvclist Company being included in the composi
tion of ~ Division, the New Zealand Government in 
March, 1916, offered to provide the personnel for such 
a Company and the offer was accepted by the Imperial 
Government. The officers and men of t his Company 
were found from the Mounted Rifles reinfor~ements 
1raining al that time in Featherston Camp, in New 
Zealand, who, having more men than were necessary 
for immediate requirements, voluntarily transferred lo 
1his new Cyclist Company. Major C. Hellier Evans, 
who was in command of A Squadron, 13th Mounted 
Rifles, was offered and accepted the command of the 
Company, and the following were selected as officers :-

2nd Lieut. G. Clark Walker 12th A.M.R 
J. T. Steven 12th C.M .R. 
R. W. Kebbell 13th W. !11 .R 
C. G. G. J ohnson Reserve Squadron 
G. L. Comer 11th C.M .R. 

lbe establishment of a Divisional Cyclist Company 
was 8 officers, 196 other ranks, divided as follows :-

Company Headquarters, 2 officers I Major 
I Captain i/c 
andl3otherranks 

-6 Platoons each l officer and 30 other ranks 

Transport consisting of 6 vehicles and 201 bicycles 

It was decided that the Company should be drawn 
from the Reserve Squadrons and 12th, 13th and 14th 
Mounted Ritle Reinforcements. Volunteers were called 
for on the 5th .o\pril and a sdection was made: several 
cycles were obtained and a riding test instituted. The 
Company was to leave Nf'w Zealand with the 12th rfr. 
inlorcement on the :!9th April, and as there was the 
Musketry test to be carried out and filial l1cave to be 
granted, time was short. Howe1·er, b1· dint of hard 
work and organisation these were carri~d through and 
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as the sailing of this portion of the reinforcement was 
postponed for a week, it gave an opportunity to sort out 
the unfit and obtain organisation. 

The Company, being entirely a new Unit-for 
Cyclists were unknown in the New Zealand Territorials
had no :Mother Unit and consequently no badge. As 
a badge was necessary a design was submitted to the 
Commandant of the Camp and approved. The badge 
was a winged cycle front wheel and handlebars, and had 
on ascroi! beneath thewords"lst N.Z.CyclistCompany." 
A n11mber were manufactured by a Wellington firm and 
sold to the members of the Company ; free issues of 
badges were not made then. Shoulder title~ were un
obtainable, and the \Jnit went forward with their 
N.Z.M.R. titles 

The following is a list of Officers and Senior N .C.O. 's 
appointed: -

COMPANY HEADQUARTER S 

Company Commander, Major C. H. Evans 

Company Sergt.-Major. A. P. C. Hay 

Quartennaster-Sergt., F. E Bisney 

Orderly Room Sergt., A. ~lorrison 
Artificns, Lance Corporal J. $. Hill, Private, S. C. 

Forrester 
No. I Platoon, 2nd Lieut. C. G. Johnson 

Sergt. A.C.Martis 

No. 2 Platoon, 2nd Lieut. G. Clark Walker 
Sergt. S. C. Fox 

No. 3 Platoon. 2nd Lieut. R. \V. Kebbell 
Sergt., L. H. Browne 

No. 4 Platoon, 2nd Lieut. G. L. Comer 
Serst., S.S. ll'emey 

No. 5 Platoon, no officer 
Sergi., F. L. Bowron 

No. 6 Platoon, 2nd Lieut. J. T. Steven 
Sergt., F. C. ,\latthews 
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The first reinfon:f'ment of IO per cent of other 
ranks was mobolise<l aml lcft with the Cornpu1y 

On May 2nd the Company wu complete., fully 
equipped and paid up-to-do1. te, 1.nd 1.ccordinp: to cuttom 
were put on active SL-rvir:e. 

The day of embarkation (6th ),fay) appro1.chad 
rapidly, 1md on the 111.rly mornint of that d1.y the Com
pany entrained for Wellin1ton, where on arrival the 
Vnit nrn.rched to King·~ \\·111.rf, embarked on the 
''S.S. Mokoia'' and were told off to sleeping quarters, 
mcss rooml, etc. 

In the afternoon the 111ual much t hroush the 1tr1111t1 
of \Vellin(ton look plt.ct'J and th<" troops were. sivcn a 
risht royal H nd off by the crowd1o of people.. At 3 p.m. 
1.11 .,.,,ere 1.bo1.rd and th e. !hip cut off, .i.mid frantk 11,•tv
ins and cl1ecu . F:yct J,cc1.m e dim on rc1.l i11.tion that the.)' 
wen'J lea.Ting 1omething behind·- mothn, liner, wife 1.nd 
little ones. lfl.ny 1. br1.ve lad that dt.J w~vcd a '' last 
farewell'· to hi1 pcopl" anrl Homeland 

After a quiet nisht in W~incton hubour the ship 
got under w1.y at d1.ylight , an,i' •o commenc1d our lon,i;: 
trip tu the War, at which our usefulness is record!ld 
in othec chapters. 







(HAPTER ii 

ON TIIE Sf:.\S -EGYPI' 

Alt<cr leaYing :slew 2€'alanrl the we.ither w,1~ line 
for tlw first few day,:. anrl allowed all hand~ to settl<" 
down comfortabl_v in their new surrnundin_,;,. Many 
of the men on board had ne\'<.'T hL·,·n on the ocean bdore, 
whid1 auounted for that "'luirm~· feeling in the r,-gion of 
the v,aistcoat. The tnp across th;, Trt,rnan Sra was 
unev-,ntlu\ e'i:..:ept that a stohr who wa, evidently tirM 
of life wrnt overboard, hut hi~ desire was fru~trakd in 
a \·ery sman and able manner by the ship\ ho.1.t under 
Chid Off,cerCord\·. 

Th€'com·o\" ().IOKOL\ and NA\TA} pb,;.:,,I throui::h 
Bass Straits on the ,i,.th day out, and afkr a wry rougl1 
pa•Ntgc across the .-\ustro.lian Bight, arri,·ed ,it rnir lir~t 
port of call . .-\USA:'\"\', on th,· 11:!tl, Ma_\·, l~lfl. 

The ,;:.ight of land and tlw knowlrdge that oner more 
our f,:ct would be on tam fin1111 ch('ef\'<i all tho,.e \\"ho 
had been suffning from !ht' motion of tlw s,·a. ;111<! the 
prospect of ii <.qu;irc lnl'-1\ hitherto denit-d them b) 
Father Neptune also made the h<':lrt glad 

There were numerous to be done : store" to 
repltni~h, water to be taken etc .. and whik• 
thi~was being done lea\"e wa~ granted and nNrly c·n·r_\ 
one went to the town. The towmpeople tr~atc.-1 our 

Australian ~tdc ma,le 
all welcome 

tribut(· to :-,,;cptmw. :-:-Nrin~ tlw 
finer and the tcmp\;r:tltm' 

th~ J.,rcnoon 

cro~,;,.,d on the !list .\1,1y, th(· \Nial cerc·nwnrof a 
vi~il from Fath,·r Keptune ,rnd hi-; myrmi,lon,i \\"JS 

cckbrat,,:l.the ship"screwpro,·idingthr ··,tall \II 



18 NEW ZEALAND (YCUST (OHPS 

the novices were shaved and christened, the C.O. being 
the first. The whole ceremony was well carried out 
under the watchful eye of the Master, Captain J. L. 
Brown, who prevented any horseplay or roughness The 
weather beini;- tine and the sea smooth, sports were 
frequt,ntly held, and the orchestra. under the leadership 
of Lieut. Carter (J. Coy .. L2th Reinforcements) rendered 
music for our numerous concerts 

The Island of Ceylon hove in sight and we anchored 
in Columbo Harbour towards evening on the 4th June. 
Coaling.was at oncecommt"nced, and it was a quaint sight 
to see the coolies in swarms, with ne>::t to no clothing, 
hard at work. Great care had to b~ taken of one·s 
personal property in these ports, as these natives have 
a habit of claiming ownership to any detachable article 
th<:y see about. Next day nearly all the troops 
were taken barges for a route march through 
the town, and at the Barracks were ti-eated to'' beer.'' 
such substance unknown on N.Z. Transports. Fruit 
was purchased cheaply, also canteen stores. \Ve left 
Columbo at I;\ p.n1. on the 6th June, and on clearing the 
harbour ran into a S.\V. monsoon, 1md for ten days 
steamed through storn1 after storm 

Land sighted again; the east coast of Africa ~howed 
our progress, and finer weather prevailed for the rest 
of the voyage. Our course now took us direct for Perim 
Island, at the entrance to the Red Sea . The heat was 

and most men discarded the ir clothes to 
of decency (two nurses on ship). Six 

days were spent travelling north in the Red Sea and our 
Padre gave some very interesting talks on the histories 
of various places passed c11 route. We arrived at Suez 
on the 21st June-, 1916, and entered the basin the follow
ing morning, so ending our voyage. We were forty-six 
days travelling from Wellington, and it was s.lid to be 
the record long ''voyage·· 

Ne-..:t morning, June 2-.Jnd, our ship ste.imed into 
the hasin. The !11.L.O. (Major Watson, A.J.R.) came 
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ubvard and .trran(:',<l f,,r L1nding th,, trr,u1,,; , ,;\ur,·,-; . ,·tc 
B\'cu)(u1,1l111,·r,-a,,.\,urc,tnr!;,1\,,t1,·,J t,, tr:.•i1b.ancl ,1 lit:I,. 
L11,;r-..u,1m,·d out <"II rrm/r for cslt1lp ,1t TEL 1·:J. 1\1-:IHR 

Our impr""~inn~ of Su,·1, n-pfr<,·ntmg our tirst 
mtr,)(hu:tiPn to !·::.:~pt. nM obhant. lhP ,.,.. 
cr,;~ive lwat, th,:, <lu~l. t!w rlirt of th,· lilthy 

and dust\· j<>urney we at the dt>trnining ,,.1ation 
n,c-1rTd d Kebirfau1p, .i11d wen· md by t!wC'ampStaff, 
who conduct,-.:! tlw Unit to L rn1p, "hn,:, ev,·rnhing 11-.i~ 

in n,adin,"'"· 
\\",: ,;t,1\nl t!wr,· a drilling in tlu- ,:arl~ 

morning-sand late ;tt night. it 100 hot to du any-
thing Ill" da,·. 

Our 11ml 11·;1:; ,,.o<,n nmkr on-lt·rs for l'ranct· . Tlw 
Comp,rny wa,-; folh· , -quipped and n·ady toll\on- ,n -..hort 
notit:,•. :!wl l.it·Ut. C. G. John,..ton wa, ,1ppointt-d 
Acting 0.:\1. and h,· "np,n·i,,,_.d the drawing- ,u1d i~sue 
or th,- n;nn.-rnu,; article, 0f rt><Juir,·,! b~- th'-' 

m ember of vi,ite,l quaint, womh-rful 
a nd wry dirty ,·it, !0th Jul_v 0rdcr"11,·rl,i,suc,l 
lo unrnin that night for ALEXA!\'DRL\ tlw Compan~· 
paraded and wa,; ins1-xcctt'd by th,: G.ll.( Cunp \rr,,, and 
at !'I p .m. mardw,l to th<' stat ion and entrained. arriving 
a t ALEX,·•.:'.:;Dl~I.\ :,t 5 a .in. Our tran,port {S.S. 
1T:-.l l SI..\:-l) a wdl known .\L LEK LIKER (lll the 
l.iv, rpool·Qm·bec t rad<' (13,110() ton") wa" to tak,· n,-; 
ac:ro~,s till" \IEDlfF RRE.\ ;\I :--E.\ t(•f:l·thn with fllJH 
l l tl1 l)i1·i,..ion ,lttail~, ,-;omt· making- alto-
gcthn ;1 tot,tl of l,!~111 Our lior"<.'" is~u,s:l in 
Egypt ;,iml ,1·,·r,· -..,·nt '" Fr,m,,, a w,,,,j; <:drlit·T 

\ \,• ~"ikd ;ot 6 p .111. ,,11 our trip 10 '.\1.\R:-; l~l! l.l·:S 
Ouhidc· th,· h,,rhour a ,mall {h·,-;tro;,~r. 11 \l.S ... \\,.11-
tlow,,r:· ,,a~ 11;iitin;,: a5 uur ,.,,-,<,fl, and (lay ;md nid1t 
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throughout our trip she kept watch for submarines The 
voyage was smooth and uneventful, and on 
evenini;, the l ith of July, we arri,·ed in harbour 
MARSEILLES. Arrangements for disembarkation and 
entraining were made, and next morning at JO a.m 
everything being aboard our train, we steamed north
ward to SOMEWHERE lN FRANCE 



W.O.s ... NO N.C.O.s. HDQRS. A.NU No. I COY 

w .o.s A.NI.> N.C.O.s 01' Nos. 2 AND ~ Con. 





CH,\!'TER Ill. 

1..-\~Dl'.'lG IX FR.\NCE . -0R\t.\N[<.;,\TIO'.\. 

Throughout the do.y Wl' travelled, stoppmg at 
OR.\:-i!GE for lunch. Half..111-honr spdl, and 011 o.gain, 
halting near L1·ow; for tea, and lll'xt morning at ~larcon 
for bn,alda~t. These haH~ wac at placl;'s where all 
troop trains stopp,:d, and there tlie L of C (Linb of 
Communication) had boiling waltr ready for the making 
of tea. The population on the Lin<.: of Route gr,·etcd us 
with enthusiasm. Shouts of ' ' l'i,,t Australia'' were 
ca~ht np along the line. Our hcad~car did not appear 
an1· ditlerent to th<"~<" peopk from our cousins over the 
st"a; hut still som~· mor~ intdligt·nt pn~on who had 
evidently met the h(;fon· ,hunted "l'it•t 
So1n•dlc-ldw1d,·" and onr knowlt·dgc of the 
Fr,.,uch l;inguagc \\J~ w,· managed '' l"iu /,i 
Fr,1m ' · Tilt" ~mall !Joys amtiSt·d u~ f,"m\t\y by running 
alongside the train shouting '· Bully beef, Bi-acuit, · · the 
onl_1 two wonb thl'I" knew of tlw Englbh langu,1g<.:, but 
it was suttici.,nt to.1111 tht-ir contract. 

Our journey took us through Ln,n~, .,rrivingsouth of 
Pari~ al midnight. The Sl·,·(md ni1;h1 w,- skirt(·d Paris 
vi" Vcr~ail1ts and were at EPLl:CHES, E.\ST OF l'Q:,./T 
OISE, for the morning nwal next dav; thcnet' to 
A~IIE'.\S wht'rt' w.- h,-,mi tlw ,ound of tbe guns for tlw 
lir,;t tinwon the Frcrn.·h frunt, "nd '"'"' mtm(·rous Fn·nd, 
soldiers.. t·t(, rnntinuing throngh .\1313E\'JLI.I•;, 
h«!ting ,n ETAPLES to drop 1,art ol our train tln·nce 
FJ./ Hou\oi:;m,, Calai~ and St. 0111,:r to H,vtbrou,-k. wl1er.
Wt> ddrain,-d at f'.l.l1 p.m. on thL· l'.ltb Julv. Enquiri,·s 
.-licited the informatiou that w,, w,rc tn go to a ,·itl.igl" 
calkd SEl{(l:-.;_ bm ~,-<"111cd to know c:.:,wtly 

we ~·t ou1. "nd 
by ihm of lht· ,·xuri,c' vi lirnit, d l·r~neh, ma11 ,:,:, d w 
r,·ad1 our 1lhti11atiu11 h,· midnight . Pn,gr."'s was\·• ry 
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Australian and a Squ:,dron of 
Ritles nnder U eut.-Col Grigor, D.SO 

Major Evans then vigited l,.ieut. -General Sir A. J. 
Godley, G.O.C.. 2n<l Anzac Corps, at LA MOTTE, and 
learned from him that it was intended to form a Corps 
Cyclist Battalion, which was to consist of New Zealand 
and Australian Cyclis ts; the present New Zealand 

was to be split into two and 
that New Zealand Officers had been and 
tra ined in Cyclist work and would take command of the 
Companies. Major Evans was to command the 
Battalion. The Australian Company was to be rc•duced 
to one Company. i.e., half of the old establishment, and 
the fonnation of the :'nd 1\ 111,ac Cyclist Battalion 11 as pro
ceeded with. The Headquart er,; were to be appoi11ted 
by Major Evans. The two New Zealand Companies 
were designated No. 1 Company and No. 2 Company 

The formation of the :'nd Anzac Cyclist Battalion 
broke up the original Company, and its story ends here. 
The subsequent history is that of a Battalion 

It must be renwmbered that onr-t hird of this 
new Battalion was compvS<;d of Australians, and the 

the so they remained with 
us, ,s history of as well as NE\\' 
ZEALANDERS. 



Ctt .\l'lFR IV. 

THE SECO)ID Al\ZAC CYCLIST BATT.\1.10:\ 

TRAl~IJ\G. 

On 1hc :!'!nd Jul~·. l\1 11>, in acconbnt(' with order;; 
received from the Corps, the ahon· lfa.ttalion came into 
life, the'!nd .\u~tralia11 Di,·ision <..\di~t Companv and the 
New Zealand Di1·ision Company ,upplying th\' 
personnd. It of B.tttalion lkadquartns and 
thrt<.· Companies, each !lts all ranb, a total of n()rninally 
J;")othcl'rs,:JO:.'otherr:rnks. 

Th,;· following is a nominal roll of (HIKt·f>. .un.l Senior 
N.C.O. on fonnation :-

Comp. Comdr. (Tern.). '!nd l.t . .I -T . S!tn·n 
Platoon Commander, :?ml Lt. ( U,1rk ,\-"lhr 

C.S. M .. C.S.:\I. A. C. lllarti~ 
C.Q \t.S. F E 
:X'r;.:t. E. l lo.'t, LI\ Brown, 

::-lo. '! Cm1P.\'I\" 

Ccmp. Commander '!nd Lt. ( I. Comer 
1'1'110011 Comm;mdH, I< ,\-_ K,·bhel! 
CS.:\! .. CS.:\!. F. L Bowron 
(!J \IS, C-'?-" s . T IL J>i,·kinsnn 
Sn,:,·ants, Sc>rgt. S. S. !1·rn, 1·. S,·r;.:t 11. I· . '.\111111, 

Sergt. F . (. ~lattll,·"·~ 
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No. 3 Co"PANY: 
Comp. Commander, Lieut. A. E. Lord 
Platoon Commander,. 2nd Lieut. P. C. Reid 
Platoon Commander, 2nd Lieut. H.J .. McLennan 
Platoon Commander, 2nd Lieut . J. B. Jamieson 
Platoon Commander, 2nd Lieut H. l\. Hallenstein 
C.S. M., C.S.M. Carr 
C.Q.M.S., C.Q . .M. Sergt. Gilmore 
Scrgeants,Sergeant l Matthcws,SergcantAnderson, 

Sergt. McLeod. 

A good deal of our time and men were employed 
supplying working parties a t various places for the 
Corps, such as loading and unloading ammunition at 
Strazcllc, traffic control on roads near by, etc. 

The Company had come to Egypt without cycles, 
and early in August, 1916, these arrived at a railhead 
some distance away. Motor buses were sent by the 
Corps and the 1_11en went to BAC ST. MA UR, near 
ARMENTIERES, to draw cycles, riding them back to 
LA. BELLE HOTESSE (the name of the village we were 
billetted in). 

The two officers selected by Lieut.-Gen. Sir ;\. J. 
Godley, K.C.M.G., for training in Cyclist duties and drill 
in France, and ro join the Company on its arrival, joined 
the Battalion at this time and were posted to command 
N.Z . C(,mpanies as under:-

Captain H. D. McHugh, 3rd Battalion N.Z. (R) 
B, to No. I N.Z. Company : 

Lie11t. A. H. Richards, N.Z. Pioneer Battalion to 
No. '.l N.Z. Company. 

The organisation being completed, 
commencedinearnest. CloS<'!ordcrdrill. 
ing and Cyclist training being the main syllabus Field 
days were held frequently, in which all branches of the 
Corps Mount~d Troops took part. Schemes were worked 
on where the Cavalry, Cyclists and Motor Machine Guns 
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&ck Row. - Lt . Clark-Warker; Lt. Reid. A.I.F; Lt. Griffiths, A.J.F.; 
Lt .Dickeson. 

M iddle Row.-Lt. Steven ; Lt. Johnson; Lt. Garden; Lt. Ha~; 
Lt. Comer 

Fron/ Row. Lt . McLennan. A.l .F .. Adjutant; Capt. McHugh, O.C 
No I Co,-.; Major Evans, C. Ofli<,er; Cap! Richards, 
O.C. No. Z Coy.; LI. Loni. A.I.F .. O.C. No. 3 Coy. 
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played thdr part in the show, and cftch branch worked 
wdlinconjunctionwiththeother. 

A disting11.isl1ing colour patch was submitted to 
G.O.C. and appron..:! of; a whitr., diamond 2 inches 
~uare with a red crntre I inch, to be worn on both 
s leevt."$ 

On 13th August the Battalion mad,;, its first moYe 
and route march<.:d to a calkd DOULIEU (a 
distance of 16 milcs) where were secured. This 
move in the direction of the line was looked upon as a 
preliminary to some and the troops became 
expectant. After a our new location orders 
wcre received to supply parties on detachment. 2nd 
Lieut. Comer and 30 othc-r ranks (one Platoon) were sent 
to H..E l\ESCURE to be attached to the N.Z. Division 
Headquarters as runner~ and ordt>rlies. This Platoon 
went with the Di,·i:;.ion to the S()lmne and was with it 
throughout the many hard and glorious battles fought 
by the Di\"ision. Anothcr party of 65 O.R's under 2nd 
Licul. J. T. StcYen reported to Erquinghem for traffic 
control duties. A third party und~r 2nd Lieut. l·I. j. 
Mclennan (A.I.F.J anrl 65 0.1(.'s to SA lU,Y SUR I.YS 
for traffic control duty 

On 2nd September orders were recdved from :!nd 
Anzac Cor~ that the Battalion was lo move to the 
vicinilv of BAC ST. MAUR. picking UJ> some JU() odd 
<lctails· of the 1st and Znd Austrafon Cyclists and the 
whok to he attached to the r,th Australian Division then 
holding the line south of FLEURBAIX and SAILLY 
SUR L VS. On arrival billets were found in panly 
mined house~ and farms abandoned by the inhabitants. 
The Battalion was ordert-d to report to 8th Australian 
Brigade for tactic;,] purpos<"~ and Brig."Gcn. Ti1·ey 
ernploy1:d u~ as working parties in the front line, ro::
pairing trcnche~. building revetments. Our ,\djut,,nt, 
2nd l.i!•llt. H. h:. Low, wa~ transferred to the 60th 
Battalion A. I.I- ., and left us about th i~ time, rnuch to 
our r~gret as he was a bard workcr. ft is interesting 
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to note that from the 60th fi;:ittalion, Ueut. Love was 
transferred to the Austrafon .Flying Corps, re<:eked his 
"1\ying ticket," and eventually was shot down, bemg 
taken prisoner by the enemy, in whose custody he re
mained until the end of the War 



CHAPTER\', 

1::-J THE Tl{ENC!lES. 

Af1er two weeks of the work n'corded in pr,'\"ious 
Battalion wa~ attached to the 14th ,\u~tral
for dntv as front-line troops. ;,nd marclwd 

from pre~nt billets to PLEL' RBAI:\ whcr,• we 

were attached to the 55tli .\.I.F. Battalion. cornm:mdt:'d 
bv Major Cowc1 

,\'os. '! and 3Ccmpanicsw,·rc scnl intothcfront line 
and Xo. I Companv took O\"Cr a po~t at CRO!:\ \l.-\RE
(!-1.\J The front line companib 11en, di~tributcd 
ai;nong the Australian companib and did nvt t;,kco,·er 
a sep:uiite S,:ctor. The Sectur was known as the 
BOUT!LLER1£ Sector and 11·as opposite 
FRO.\\EJ.LES. where the j\h .-\.l.F. made 
their attack on the 17th J u!y. Thc'a1·enuc-sofapproach 
were \\".-\TLI::-JG STREET, Boutilkric ,h cnuc ; TIX 
B.-\RN A, E:,O:UE. Battalion llcad,~uarter~ wtre at 
FOR .\ Y House. 500 yards from the front line 

1 mi.;ht mention her<:. to be more explidt to my 
readers, that the tr~nches at the front wa~ i;c·nc·r.ill~ 
made into three lines, namdv (l) th<: Fro11\ Linc; (~) 
the first Support Line. anything from !/J yards to :\HO yd~ 
behind the Front Line; (:\) the Subsidiary Lim· o r ~nd 
Support Line. abollt 1,000 yards behind the From Lin c
This sub-line, as it was called, wa, the n•st line whne 
troops generally interchanged after about four days in 
the Front Linc. The tr,·nches running 
up to the front from the sub-line in 11·cr~ ca lled 
avenues or strccb and were named after fornolis stre~1,. 
etc., in Great Britain, C.inada, t'lc.. all accordin,:- to the 
troopswhornadethetrenchesinthcearlypartofthe\\".ir 

T his was the Battalion's fir,,t experience at holding 
the line, andonc-or two ' 'straffs" ' on our pan and tlw 
enemy reply. taught the men to keep their he,vls down, 
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and early experience mentions that under the Fire step 
was a safe place. However, there was no great activity 
t o recallanycxcitcmentinthisSector. 

After holding t here for ten days we were relieved at 
night and marched to rest biHets near SATLLY for four 
days and were transferred from t he 14th to the 15th 
Brigade. Our rest was spent in supplying working 
parties to the front and support lines 

On the 21th September we again went in to ;,;:i.rrison 
the front line, this time in the LEV ANTE Sector, near 
the site of a village called PETILION. Here we had a 
""Company Sector'" in both front and support line ,md 
were attached to the 60th Batt., A.I.F., under Lieut.Col. 
Duigan. Battalion Headquarters were a t Rifle House, 
about 800 yards in the rear of front line. The com
munication trench to the front line in this Sector was 
called V. C. Sap, after t hat gallant Irishman, Sergt. 
O"Grady, who won his V.C. at that particular spot. 
This was a much livelier Sector, frequently shelled, and 
minenwerfers were often sent over: we, in return, 
practised on with trench mortars, grenades, 
etc. It was here we lost the first killed of our 
Battalion by enemy action, Corp. F. S. Des Barres 
(Opotiki) on the 30th September 

Leave to the United Kingdom was now opened, 
and the Battalion n:,,eeived a small allotment o! three per 
week. The Adjutant, Lieut. McLennan, A. I. F., was 
the first to go, and his was taken temporarily by 
2nd Lieut . G. Clark (No. I Company) 

Transport lines were at BAC ST. MAUR. where our 
cycles were also stored, they being useless in trench 
warfare. 

It was the Battalion"s prh·ilcge to furnish a guard 
for the Corps Commander (Lieut. -Gcn. Sir.-\. J. Godley). 
This guard had so far belcn drawn from No. 3 Aust. 
Company 

On t he 27th September, 1916. a change was ordered 
and I officer (2nd Lieut. J. T. Steven) and 4::> ot her ranks 
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from No. I Company wen· sent for a tour of duty Lo 
13A ILLEUL. then the ~itc of the Corps Headquarters. 

2nd Lieut. R. W. Kc-bbell was admitted to hospital 
on the ~th October, I 0Hl, and did not again rejoin, ~ing 
sem toN.Z. sick. 

On the !'.\ti, O<.:tobcr, the 5th Australian 
Division was rehe\·ed the Divloion, which had 
just returned from its bat tles in the SO'1ME, 
and we being attached 5th Division, participated 
in the relief and marched out. going into billets in RUE 
de FIEFS. The 5th A.1.F. Division moved away south 
and we were al!ached to t he 1st ;'il.Z. Infantry Brigade 
(Brig.-Gen. Johnson) for tactical purposes. The Ad
jutant (Liem. McLennan) haYing returned from leave 
resumed his duties 

On 15th October, :fad Lieut. G. Clark Walker went 
to 2nd Anny Central School of I nstruction at \\ IS()L:ES 
foramonth'scoun.eingenr.:ral duties. 

Congratulatory and :1pprcciative letter,; rclali\'l· to 
our work in the line were received from the Corps Com
mander through G.O.C. 5th Division and from the C.O. 
60th A.I.F. Battalion. 

111016. 
MAJOR II. E. E VANS. 

C.O. :?nd Anzac, C.C. Bn 
D E,\R M\JOI!, 

I wish to place on record my appreciation uf your 
Unit 's excellent work during the period of our joint 
occupation of the PET[LION trenches. \our own 
activitv and enthusiasm were retlecte<l in every member 
of you; Unit, and your Battalion left an excellent record 
of work and discipline to their credit. I wish you awl 
your Officers and ,n,;n the best of good luck at all times. 
\\'e shall bl.' thinking of yon on our Somme tour. 

Sincerdy yo\lrs, 
!Sd.) J. OUIG.\N, Lieut.-Col 

C.O. E;(Jth Bn., 
1\.l.F 
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R. S i\l. Hay was promoted to 2nd Lieut., 2nd 
October. 1916 

t\fterthe Battalion had b~nin res t billets for two 
days, orders were received to mo,·e into new billets at 
BAC ST. MA UR. where we were direct ly under the N.Z. 

yard 
Captain H. D. i\lcHugh and 9 other ranks were sent 

to the N.Z. Reinforcement Camp near SA ILLY, Captain 
McHugh to be Officer Commanding Reinforcement 
details . 2nd Lieut . C. A. Dickeson, N .Z. (R) B. joined 
the Battalion on transfer, 23rd October, 1916. 

On the 29th October, 1:116, the Unit was transferred 
to Frank's a composite Division composed of a 
Brigade each , (2nd Brigade) and 103rd Brigade 
(Imperial Infantry) , and engaged in holding the line 
from HO UP LINEStoBO !SGRENJER. The Battalion 
marche<l (wi thout cycles) 1,ia Erquinghem to Annentieres 
on the afternoon of the 30th October, where it occupied 
billets in RUE SAD! CARNOT. Next day it moved 
up to the line and joined the 25th Battalion Northumber
land Fusiliers (Lieut .·Col. Stewart) being attached to 
that Ballalion for tactical purposes. Rear Headquarters 
and Transport were located in BOULEVARD FAUDH
ERBE in AR\IENTIERES 

\Ve took over a Company Sector in the line having 
two of our Companies in the front line and the th ird in 
the Subsidiary line. Advanced Headquarters at S,1uarc 
Farm (Chapelle \\'e remained in this 
Sector for fout weeks, from front to S.S. line 
every four days 

The Battalion organised a raid on enemy positions 
to take place on the night of the 18th November. The 
party consisted of 2nd Lieut. J. G. Jamieson (Aus. Coy.; 
and J.~ other ranks drawn from all companies. The 
party was withdrawn from the line and underwent 
considcral>le training. The raid was not Sliccessful, 
owing to a hea\'Y enemy barrage preventing the raiding 
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party from reaching its objective. A small reinforce
ment draft of :Jnd Lit·ut. Garden, R.L, and 30 other 
rank,; arrived on the 16th November 

Frank 's Force was relieved tl1e 3rd Australian 
Division on the 2ith November. Our tour of duty 
being <'.omplcted. we were rdie,·ed and marched out on 
the 27th Kovernber Cycles were n:-i$::;Ued at Bae St 
:\lanr and the !;nit cydl-'<1 to Ooulieu where billets were 
arrangl'<l 

Our casualties while attached to Frank's Force 
wercasfollows:-

Killetl Privat e A. F. George 
T. P. Milne 

and 12 wi:>undcd 
Brig.-Gen. Tre,·or, G.O.C. 103rd Infantry Brigado: 

(:J4th l Di\•ision)st:ntacongrntulatorylettertoourC.O. 
and thanked the Unit for its assistance and commended 
itfor it,;soldierlyqualities. 



I 
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CHAPTEI! \II. 

TRAINING--\VITH THE CAV.-\LRY . 

Our new billets were si tuated about one mile from 
DOU LIEU and as we were to stay there for the winter 
months, the Corps let us have some huts and other 
material to make ourselves comfortable. Training in 
various subjects was carried on e\·ery day. Sports were 
indulged in, and leave being opened to England a number 
of men got away for !ht> usual ten days. The weather 
gradually got colder and the hard frosts started. The 
cold was severe on us, coming as we did from sunny 
climes. ·n1e Platoon from No. 2 Company under Lieut. 
Comer, who had been with the N.Z. Division to the 
Somme and had been through all the adventures of the 
Division, returned to the Battalion on 6th December 
The G.S.O. I . (Major Temperlcy) of the Division sent a 
letter to the C.O. conveying the G.0 .C. Division's 
appreciation of the e:s:cellent work done by this Platoon. 

Christmas was celebrated by an extra special dinner 
being put on, officers messing with the men on this 
occasion. A splendid meml was arranged by the Company 
cooks, whose health was loudly toasted at the conclusion 
of the me~l. Our dear folk in New Zealand were not 
forgotten, as the t oast of "New Zealand, Hom e and 
Beauty" was the brightest and best of the day, and 
why not, for most of the cheer that adorned our tables 
came from far-away New Zealand 

Instruct ional Schools, under the auspices of Am1y 
and Corps, embracing General Courses, Bombing. 
Bayonet Fighting. Sniping, Gas. Musketry, Signalling, 
etc., were in foll swing during the winter months, and 
this Battalion sent several Officers and :N.C.O.'s for 
instruction, with the result that considerable benetit 
was deril"ed. Early in January, 1917, it was de,::ided to 
equip Cyclist Battalions with Lewis Guns on tlle scale 
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ol two guus per Company {~b,: in lfattalion) and Officers 
and men wcreinstn1ctcd to proceed totheG . H. O. Le1,is 
Gun School at LE TOUf)UET, near Etaples:· for in 
struetion 

Training was continued January when the 
weather µermilted. ,rnd in the Ofticers and 
I\.C.O. s carrkd out a reconn~issance of the 1ll1ole Corp,; 
front, in order 10 Ix-come familiar with road~ ,rnd tracks. 
posit10ns of Brigad.- and Brigade Headqnaners, front 
line. etc., in view of oficn~i,e operations to take place 
lattron 

On 15th February thf' Corps Mounted Regt. left for 
attachment to '.:nd Ca,·alry Division near BOULOC.:-;E 
for training. Major C. H. E..-ans proceedeJ on lea, c to 
United Kingdom for a period of ten days, Captain H. 
)!ell.ugh comman<lmg the lhttalion (temporarily} in hi~ 
absence. 

On the 1st J:muary, 1n1i , ordHs wae received for 
the Battalion to proceed by route m~rch to HE:-.ll\E\' . 
EUX . near HOULOGJ;,;t-:, there to rejoin the Corp~ 
)!onnted Regiment and Ce attached to 2nd Cavalry 
Divis.ion for combined training in open warfare. Ac
cordingly the n&eSSary order,; were issued by Battalion 
Headqu,i rters, an<lat 9 a.m., ~nd February, the l:lattalion 
set out in fuJI marching order wilh tran~port . The 
distance, some 50 miles or so, had to be done in two days. 
The route selected was fnim Daulieu '"ia RUE· PRO· 
VOST. ~Ei.,F BERf)U!N, i\lERVILLE, LESART, 
HAVERSKER()UE, THIEI\NES·A IRE, TH EROU
ANNE-D O HEM. REMILLY, WAVRAKS to 
LL'MBRES, where the Battalion billeted for the nii:ht 
Tht> day was inttnscl~, cold and the roads fru1cn, and 
in some pla.ces covered with snow so deep as to render 
riding impossible, and the task of pushing a lo.'lded cvcle 
11p hill through SllOW was a hard one, especially after 
leaving T IIEROUANKE, as the country was very hilly. 

Arri,•ing at LUMB RES we found 1.,illets all arranged 
and allotted by Lieut. G. Clark Walker (the Battalion 
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Billettiog Officer} who was in charge of the advance 
party. It was a wry cold night and no heating con
veniences existed in tJ1e siaging billets, but the majori ty 
of the men were provided with beds by the inhabitants 
of that town who did everything possible to make th" 
men comfortable. LUMBRES will be remembered by 
many for the hospitality e:-:tended on t hat cold night. 
The distance co,·ered that day was roughly thirty miles. 1 

Ne'l:t morning at '.J a.n1. the Battalion moved en 1011/e 

again tr,wards their final destination. This time we 
kept to the main road'· ROUTE NATIONAL"" STO~IER 
BOULOGNE Road. 'l11ese National roads of France 
arc well built and substantial, but as they are mostly 
very straight, the builders were not particular as to 
gradients. Some of our climbs were long and steep and 
our energy and endurance was severely taxed in negotiat· 
iug some of the rises, particularly on a frozen road which 
was as slippery as glass. Spills ,~re frequent and our 
temper sullen 

We arrived at HENNEVEUX about I p.m. alter 
a ride of about thirteen miles. Our advance party had 
secured us good hil\ets in farms which were made very 
comfortable. Battalion Headquarters was in a fine 
Chateau owned by the Countess de Belleville. In the 
next village, BOlJRNENVILLE, th" Otago Mounted 
Ritles were located, with the other squadrons at CREill· 
AREST and BELLEBRUN : the ;'llotor ~l.G. Battery 
at ALlNETHUN: Regimental Headquarters in a 
Chateau about a mile from our location. The whole of 
Corps Mounted Troops were attached to the 9th Cavalry 
Brigade under Brig. Gen. Leggard, D.S.O., for training. 

For the lirst week little outdoor work was done as 
the weather was very wintry and snow fell frequently. 
Training consisted in 1.ectures on Compass J\lap Reading, 
etc. As soon as the weather was suitable, manreunes 
were carried out daily, such as Advance and Flam: 
Guards, Outposts, etc., and much valuable instruction 
gained. We covered long distances on cycles. and the 
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training was thoroughly enjoyed by ;,]l ranks. \\'e were 
only ten rniks fron, HOULOGNE and !cave was given to 
half the Unit C\"ery Sunday for the day :ind thi!> made a 
good break in the work 

DES\"J{ES, a brgc manufacluring town celchrated 
for its pottery, was about six 111ilcs distant as well as 
other small plac.-s of iutcrc~t 

Our p<.-riod uf training ended on the n th Man:h, 
when ordt"rs were receiv.-d to return to our Corps Area. 
On 15th :\larrh ti"" Batfa!ion marched out. Our route 
was ,•ia Llli\lHN.ES ARQUEC: to RACOU!l\GHE;\l 
where we billetted for the night. nic weather was much 
warmer and the roads free from fr°"t. consequently 
progress was easier. Next we departed at 
'.) a .m. and returned to Douli~u 1·i11 H,wchkt"T(Juc 
and :\lcrvillc. On arrival we reoccupied the same billt>ls 
thut we vacatt"d some si:,; weeks heforchand. Our trans· 
port (::?11d Lieut. !·lay in 
eithu going to Hermcvcux or 
day~ ,:ach way. 



CHAPTT::R VII 

CABLE L-\ YING. 

On return tO our permanent 
carriedonandthe les.sonslearntwith 
adopted in our manreuvrcs 

To provide protection of ammunition dumps against 
enemy bombing aircraft. a detachment of the Battalion 
Lewis guns-6 with gun teams cornplett~-were sent to 
STEENBECQUE where there were several large army 
dumps of big gun ammunition. Lieuts. G. L Comer 
and G. Clark Walker and 48 other ranks wue employed 
on this work under direction of an Anti-Aircraft Battery. 

noitred the Corps front with a view of be
coming acquainted wi th it in the event of operations. 
Twelve selected men were sent to the Corps Headquarters 
for training as Cor ps Guides. These men learned every 
road, trench and sap in the area and were most usefo; 
to new troops arriving 

A small detachment under :?nd Lieut. A. C. P. Hay 
was sent to the vicinity of OU TERSTEEN E to fell 
some 100 huge trees for sawmilling purposes. The 
expert axemen. including Private J. E. Shewry (the 
N .z. Champion, I !JI 6). soon made short w0rk of the job 
and the work was well done too. 

On the 1st April the Unit was ordered to proceed 
to REGIN,\ near PLOEGSTEE RT and to be 
attached io the \\'orking Battalion under Major 
Pow, N.Z. 8. for work on Cable Burying under 
A. D. Anzac Corps. The work we were 
engaged on was called '' The Corps Buried System of 
Communications" and consisted of burying cable 
containing telephone wires in a trench 6, 7 and 8 feet 
deep (according to the proximitv of the front line) in 
order the better to prescn·e the.lines from damage by 
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(!1u.:my shell lire. •\ 11 this ll'Ork w;ls carrif'd out behind 
the front line in the ;1rea which receivt:d the full bf'ncfit 
of the enemy ·s wrath. The ground t hrough which we 
dug wa~ in many ca,;cs a sea of shell holes. NaturaUy 
the ground was n -ry loose, and I ha ve in many cases 
-wen where a digger would be just completing his task 
(7 x 6 x :!½feet) and h~vcthe who!c trench fall in. The 
superrising officer was responsible for burying 7 feet 
and the trench would have to be redug. This was 
very difilleart ening to the especially when digging 
at night-a case then of your way ('' no lights 
allowe<l.'") 

The \l .Z. Working Battalion had been in existence 
for about three weeks and had buried some 10 ,000 yards 
or so. The whole system of connecting the front, re
serve and support lines, batteries, various Headquarters, 
entailed the digging of w rne 23 miles of m nning trench . 

On ths> 3rd :\pril Maior Pow rejoined his Battalion 
anrl the C(>mmaud of the Working Battalion was gi'"cn 
to ) fajor C. 1-1. Evans, who contimicd the programme 
unt il the job was cumpletOO on 19th hby. As t he 
!inC$ in the back areas were completed by day, the 
wor k in the fonvard areas had t o be done by night 
al' the ground was under direct enemy obser vat ion 
from ME::iS l :-I ES. nie personnel of the Working 
Battalion frequently changed, Brigades withdrew Com
panie,, a nd substituted others. During t he pl'riod 
there W('H · atta<.:hed Australia n Light Horse and 
0 .M.R. from the 2nd Anzae illoumed Regiment and 
a Compauy from the 3rd .-\ust r.;lian Division, besides 
our Battalion and the three K.Z. Division Companies. 
The whole work comprised over ~;; miles of trench , and 
the wirf-s buried a veraged t,Opairs (one line had 81 pairs) 
suflic.i<'n! to make one line with return wire of 1,100 
mik-s. 

The ,·alue of the ~y~tcm was manifcMcd in later 
operations when it enabled communications to be kept 
intact despi te the }l('avi,·~t shelling. 
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On the 191h May tlic system was completed and the 
Working Battalion disbanded. the \'arions Units return· 
ing tQ theil' Brigades, etc. The Corps Con,mander 
sent a Vt'ry ,ippredative letter to the t roops ;ind thanked 
th<'m for their good work . All rnnks worked hard, 
do,spite unfavourable conditions, oitentinws in wnt.-r ;mr! 
mud to the shelling, etc. Our Battalion 
finished ig with Working Battalion on the 
!'>th May and moved into new billet,, near ST EEN
\\ ERK, where training was continued 

It may he iutcrcsting to mention in regard to the 
cable burying operations the Battalion was engaged in 
during the years 1917-HH8{hat the total length of trf'nch, 
excavated to a depth of i feet and over, by and under the 
supervision of the Battalion was over /'/6 miles, and as 
the average numher of wires laid wa:, ow,r 50 p:.irs , the 
total length of wire works out at about ~.nO0 miles 







CHAPTFII \111[ 

RATTLE OF .',lESSl;\E5 

Preparations fer an ad\·:inct on onr particular Army 
front were vbl'ious, a lthough little was communicated 
to us by the Higher Command . Guns and ammunit ion 
of all calibre began to arrive. Troops :ind many other 
signs, including the Yast\y incr..-ased trc1ffic 011 the roads, 
could on\\· mean one thing, and all ranks were ket""nly 
interested as to their part in the joh To control tl,e 
traffic the greater portion of two Companies was sent 
out on point dutv to control and direct the endless 
s treams of waggons, lorries. cars. troops, etc. (aptain 
A.H. Richards was in charge of one ar<.:a for traffic and 
Lieut. Lord. A.I.F., another. 

the latter part of ~1 ay, 1917 , matters in 
regard to proj ected attack on the enemy positions 
on our Army front. assumed definite shape. Thi' Army 
front at that time embraced that sector of country just 
south of Hill f,O {S.E. of Yl'RES) to Lys River. Our 
Corps which was acting on front WYTCH :\ETE to the 
River Lys issued orders administratin• and tactical and 
assigned each Unit its part in the show 

The Corps .',lounted Troops consisting of the '.'nd 
.'\mac Corps Mounted Regiment , ~nd Anzac Corps 
Cyclist Battalion and the 7th il otor M.G. Battery were 
allotted the following tasks:-

1. lll.M.G . Battery to be detached and come under 
orders of G .M .G .O . for employment in the ~1.G 
Barrage. 

Mounted Regimcnttomoveforwardthreehours 
after lero hour and eni;agc enerny in front of 
Infantry, capture guns and obtain information. 
i'tC. 

3. Cyclist Battalion to prepare a track from our 
R~rve line, through our support and front 

' 
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Men 
to gH th rough , ac otherwise it was imp,-..,ihl~ 
for O,c horses lo move throul!'.h the t•nl!'.l" of 
w1re and trenches and ~hell holM 

The reconnaissance of the line was made bv the 
C.O . .\fountc-d Troop• (Lif:ut. -Col. Hindbaugh), i.fa.jor 
R E. Wood Znd i/c Mwr1tcd Truup•, .lr'l•jor Ev,na ,wd 
C1pt1in }fcHugh (Cycli1t'!) 

'Die portivn vf t"l,c trac k in r<11.r o! our m•m front Jin" 
was pr<1p.1.r"d beforehand and marked out with pickets 
fh<1 work: of ma.kin!{ thia portion WI'! <""ntru1ted to Ci.pt . 

}kHug-h (O.C. Ko. l Coy.) who witJ, hi1 party ca.rriedo11t 
th<'" work in two nights . Thi1 work <1nt,il<1d the filling
-in of shell huks, n1tl i11 11 thronil, 011r own win, 1.nd 
brid,1;iug over one strea.m ;md four communication 
trtnchea, be~ides having all matnial carried to thto front 
line t.renchol w]1ich \UI n:,:1uircd forwud on the rnorning 
of the battle. The work forwud of our trenches could 
not he r1-Connoii.rc<l, h11t tlw ground wu c~rdully 
siwlicd fn,m the front line 

The attack was !i'l:ed for tlw 7th Junf, IQ17 , and 
the ztro hour. 3.10 n.m. The dctaib of our work were 
th(Hl&ht out and definite jobs were told off to cer ta in 
partic;; . Tbere were some 1,1:!f() y1.rd,, to do, and as 
tim, wu carf'fu! org-a.ni~diou was necec;sary to 
ensure 

Th~ <1 tc,,\,.!'Jf<1fnga.g-td :~ 
ll"lajor 1::v.1.n~, to rnconnoitr<"" and peg of/ the line 

tob!'Jfollo•~bv. 
Ko. 1 Party, io dctn wire and mark line. :3nd 

Lieui.. \\". L. C . .\kLean and 13 m<,n 
No. ! Pnty. To dear timber and remov" obstacles. 

:!nd Lieut. A. C. P. H1y and .'l() men 
No. 3 l'3rty. To fill 1h1.1l J,olaio. trcnffiea, and k,Tl 

tl1<·ground. Li1ul. Gri-ffith,;.!A.I.F.)and ~imfn 
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~o. I Party. To bridge s treams. Captain ;\lei-I ugh 
;;nd :!;, mtn 

Bzilance of Unit in Reserve in old front line to carry 
(Ill track further if reqnirc<l and to replace casualties. 
Battalion Headquartc-rs and F./1. DTessing Station in 
old front line. 

On the morning of 7th J une, at 2 15 a.m., the parties 
left thrir billets near STEEN\\'F l~CK and cvcled to 
\\'HlTE GATES on Hi!! (;3, a distance of i or-8 miles. 
On the way up, when near ROMARIN, enemy gas was 
enrom,tcrcd and gas masks had to on. Further 
on. higher ground was reached, where gas was less 
oppTcssi,·e. On n.•a(·hing our rendezvou, everything 
was dead still. not a gun had been heard for an hour or 
so, wh.-n suddtnly a huge I ~in. gun in the roear was fired, 
a t which signal !fl mines along the whole amiy front 
were <::xplo<led: thus at ;:1.10, ztro l1onr, the Baulc of 
Me~1,ine1, was heralded. 

As we were not (!u.- at our front line till zero hr,ur 
plu~ one hour, we lwJ plcn(v of time to work our wa) np 
to our objective. (the front line). On arrival, the front 
lill<: wa1, htcing ''strafft..-d ' ' heavily, and there our casual
t\e; ~tarkd. Private .\. Duff was ki lkd outright and 
several men wounded to time a ll parti('§ 
arri,,ed and the work was and tlw whole tn,ck 
finished ahout halkm-hour less lime than was alloued 
us. Every man worked hard. despite the fact that the 
enem~· ~helling was intcnst and several casu:i.lties 
occurred. In brid¢ng the Stccnhccq11c Stream the 
locality was snbj~>cted to n:ry btavy ~hell iirc. Priv:ite 
Cairns was killed outright, and Private~ C. L. Anstey 
and C. Barwick snhs. .... 1uently o!' "<>un<ls reccin~l 
in thi~ area. l>l-;.id,-s- I:! men 

At i .30 prompt th,· .\lounted men apptared in ,·iew 
and monng at a •,mart trot :lloni; the winding tr.'lck w., 
had ma:lc. Th.,ir advu1t cbc,•rcd ths>men. both wounded 
anJ ,;onnd. Th,· Irish Infantry on our left gave them a 

I' 
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::,,/ext morning, in anticipation of having to mol'e forward 
agarn, patrols were sent out to asccr 
tain condit ion of to MESSl~ES. 2nd Lieut. 
D ICKESON, C..'\ ., and 2nd Lieut. Griffiths, V,, were in 

had a lil'eiy time gett ing 
through the retaliatory barrage 

The Battle meanwhile had gone well, and all objec
tives gained . The at tacking troops were the 3rd Australian 
Division N.Z. Division (centre) and the Irish 
on the part, though not spectacular, was 
important . in fa<.et just as important as any other, and 
earned the highest praise of the Corps Commander. On 
the whole Army front each Corps Troops was allotted 
the same task as ours, but was not so successfol aswe 
were. One Corps got its cavalry out at 3 p.m. iu the 
afternoon; the other, not at all. The behaviour of our 
men was splendid. To advance an enemy 
during a hea,·y fire, when there is a ot hitting 
back, is quite a different matter from working under 
heavy firewh erenosuch chance exists. 

The following decorations were awarded, __ 
D.S .O. Maior C. Ilellier Evan:; 
M.C Capt . H. D. McHugh 
!IU.l Scrgt. A H . Coe 

Sergt. A. C. Anderson 
Sergt. R.H . Sly 
PrivateR.J. Ringham 
Private F. J. 5harpc 

On the 11th instant the ~lount,:,>d Troops were 
ordered up to Hyde Park Corner (Ploegsteert Wood) 
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10 a~sist the Jrd ,\u~tralian Divi~ion on ~ome minor 
tactical ope1atio11. At 8 p.1n. we arrived at Plocgsteert 
\\"ood and receil-e<I ord,·rs to take llP a po-.;ition ro~t of 
Plocgsteert Wood with a 1·i,·w of iittacking and 
tiiking lhl.'." Sul:,ar llw early morning. This 
wa<. mo<lifkd b~ ta~k wa-; tu <.'\>tab-
lish a line of outp½ts n<osu Thatched Cottage. These 
two partks. about 3() strong. with LPwb gum. Set out 
after dark directt'd by guides whose knowlcdg(' of the 
country was \'cry rague. One part:,• got lost :md rcturnL'll ; 
the othtr under Lt. Lord /Aust. Co\".) succeeded m rtach
ing its objective al :!.a .m . Battaiion Headquarters and 
also those of the Mounted Regiments were !'$lablishcd 
in Bt·:;-.;1-1JLL lfow, a strong breastwork rm111ing through 
the wood. Th,· ,·n~rny ~\1elled t he \\"ood all night and 
it wa~n·t \"cry comfortable. i\e:,;t day nothing hap1X'11~xl 
and (1/ dusk our oulposts w<:rc withdrawn rrnd the Unit 
then reh1T11cd l(> vcr111 ancnt billets at Stecnwerck with
out having suflere<l .:1ny casualties 

:>;ext day, IJ(h Jim<:, ord<:rs 11ere i~sucd to the Unit 
to continue <'able burying froin our old front line to 
points forward in the r~-c.:i.ptureJ territory. ,\ recon
naissa.nce of the work was made by the officers who 
decided that owing to vbibility i t was ,Hll-bablc to ,rnrk 
by night instead ofby day. Work on the job was started 
that night and continued for three weeks, when it was 
completed. Ahoul -5 miles of trench were dug in this 
job. The cable burying parties were frequently sub
jected to enemy fire and casualties occurred. 5(:rgt 
R. 1-1 . Sly and Corp. were conspicuous in their 
behaviour in get ting away one night when 
we were caught in hCO.vy shell fire. Both these X.C.0."s 
were wounded, and df·spite the heavy fire, carried the 
others to sa!Ny. returning for those left l}('hind. l·or 
their conspicuous bra1·,•ry, Sergt. Sly was awarded a l$ar 
to hi~ M.M .. and Corp. Bellamy award~>d the M.M. 
Privates .-\. P. Kay and M ..\. Pankhurst Wtfl' kilk-d in 
this area on the 10th J uJ~, 
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On the Z6th June, H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught 
visited the front and inspected representatives from all 
the Corps Units at B,\lLLEUL. Our Battalion was 
represented by se\eral Officers and N.C.0."s 

On the 6th July the Corps Commander inspected 
all the Corps Mounted Troops at our billets, and pre· 
sented rihands of the decorations awarded for the 
Messine£ Rattle 
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CHAl'TER !X. 

THE F!Ro;;T .\N::--l!VERSARY OF THE 
B.--\TTALJON. 

On the 21st July, the first an11iversaryof1hcfonna-
tion of the BaLLalion was and to celebrate this 
occasion s1>0r ts were held in it.ems were included 
for tl1c' Mounted Kegiment. All ranks thorougt.lr 
enjoyed the day, which was free from work. Further 
1non., a dinner for all ranks was specially prepared h) 
our cooks and the usual augmentt<l bv extras, 
provi<led an excellent meal concert was l;eld after 
dinner and the Battalion 

The Corps (ommander, to uw:nd men 
,1!11.1-....· ">t"r"ices had bee-n "aluable, bm who bv reason of 
their employment in th,· l'nit We're dd>arrcd from 
winning distinction in the line, instituted an admirabl.: 
sy~tcrn of presenting Parchment Certificate~ called·' Re
cord of Good Scrvice On rC'Con,mendation. the.,.,., 
ct·rtilicate,;; were granted in limited 11 nmher. The follow
ing were re.:ommeiidi'd in the Hat talion and received 
tlwaward:-

'.?nd Li£"ul. C. G 
L Corpl J. S 
l>ri,·£"r A. Gr.mt 
Pri\'ate W. AttneaV(: 
Pri,·a1e K C. Cruse 

Quartermaster 
Artificrr 
Headquc1rter,; 
Storcm:.in No. 3 Co; 
Cook No .. 1 Cov 

Dud ng August the Battalion was employed in 
variou~ wavs, cable burying, traffic con1rol, training; 
seHral officers and men being sent to special cour,;es. 

Towards the end of August the Corps, which had 
b~ncontinuallyi11thesouthernsf'ctor ofthc:!nd,\m1_Y 
front, was wi1hdrawn, and ~ent Ol1I to back arcar. for a 
rest, this Battalion moving on the Znd Septcmbc·r to 
LA ) !OTTE. area and going into billets ne;,r VIEUX 
BERQt.;JK. The lhttJlio11 L('wi~ Cuns and teams 
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were sent to Halehrouck on anti·aircraft defence of the 
railway station. The \1onnted Regiment moved out 
of the Cavalry Area near BOULO<,NE for training on 
the 7th 

of hurying Accordingly we mo,·ed on the 
September by route march to LA CL YT1 E where we 
were billetted. Our job was to assist this (X) 
t o complete its buried system . They already 
Battalions of the -:-1.Z. (R) B. working for them, but 
their system was incomplete, and some ''linking up'" 
was required. 

Our route was about a mi le through S:\NCTUAR \ 
WOOD, the scene of some bloody battles in 1915, where 
the Canadians fought so gallant ly aud where 
first used poison gas. The work was 
our first night on this job we were shelled 
Mustard Gas, from which some 50 odd men and 
went to ho;;pita\ next day from gas burns on their 
bodies. 

\Ve finished our work with the X Corps on the 17th 
September, and received orders to move back to our 

Arca. On the l!)th we moved out of La Clytte 
our destination as RENESCURE vi'a BAILLEUL 

STA l'LE, but on arrival there were told to go on to 
A RQUES where The distance 

wind, much 

Next morning we left ARQUES at 9 a.m. and made 
BOUVEI.INf~HEM (15 miles) by noon, and there settled 
down in fa irlv good billets 

We thought that we would be in this area !or at 
least a fortnight, but were hardly sett led down when 
the Corps which had be(·n trainino;- and resting in the 
area were ordered once more into the fray and"'"' had to 
return with thrm. So after three days· rest w( took the 
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road ,,gain and mil<k ~ome farm IL011ses near CASl'.:EL 
that night : ne:,,;t <las on to \\"ATOU, thence 10 billets 
n.-a1· POPF.RINGHE. 

Next day it Wet\. a;;r,.·rt:tinc<l that 11•1· were to be us(:d 
on our old job of cable burying c:,st of YPRES to com
plt'l1- the system requir~<l for the forthcoming assault on 
1'.-\SSCHEKDAEI.F. fmJr.-Es 

Thi' new badge tor the :'if .z. Comp1tnk, was appro\'ed 
and issued in .-\ugust, 1!.117, l t "a~ a similar badg,: to 
that worn by Imperial Cyclist Units, ha\'ing a wh~-c\ with 
cro;...-.~rl rifles '<urmount ed by a crown aud a scroll under
neath with t he wnrrls N.7.. Cyclist Corps (see illustration). 
also shoulder ba<lg,:-s, bearing t he ltttns KZ.C.C. were 
issued to the K.Z. personnel 

Th.- following letter \\'as received from the G.O.C
X Corp~: -

.\ Corp~. No. Rj:?_ 
H ~:A OQU.-\RTlrnS, 

2Nr> :\:n.-\C'. 
It is difficult for m e adequately to e~press to you 

my gratitude for tlw ~pkndid work of the 1st, ~nd, 3rd 
and ~tJ, Bat talions. 3rd New Zealand (Ritle) Brigade 
and the 11 . .\nzac Corps Cyclists in burying cable on my 
Corps front r\uring the last three weeks. Their achieve• 
mcn1 in digging owr I :\,000 yards of cahle trench, laying 
the rahlc, and banking it up from three to four feet is 
an extraordinary one ; the keenne,,s that they displa\'ed 
is uni,·en;a\ly admired, and their skill is acknowkdged 
t o be an example to any troops. \\'ill you please tdl 
these gallant ll'l<"ll how much, while I deplore the 
ca,ualtic;; they suffered, ! ~pprcdate bvth their "aluable 
work all(! their ,;oldinly ~pirit. 

lsd.l K. W. MORELAND, 

H. Q. Xth Corp--, 

Lieut.-Gcneral, 
Commandin1,: Xth Corps. 

10th S.,ptcmber, 1!ll7. 
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CHAPTER X 

GR:\ VENSTRA FEL~P ASSCI-IENDAELE 

Our work in this sector was not to dig trenches, but 
by our practical knowledge of cable work, we acted as 
Signal E:ngineer l)<'l'Wllnel, having complete charge of 
the running out of the cable, laying it, and in generally 
supervising the work. The actual digging was done by 
the !irst and 3rd Battalions N.Z.R.B. The Unit moved 
up to BRANDHOEK into Camp there. .\lajor Evans, 
D.S.O., w;i.s given charge of the whole work, and with 
Lieut. Dicke,;on in charge of cable, moved forward to 
GOLDFISH CHATEA U where Headq liarters were es
tablished. The system consisted of about J 1 miles 
of trench in two main forward lines linked at three places 
by lateral lines. 

The wl,ole work wa~ div ided into two parts, Major 
Evans taking the Southern line wit!, Lieut . Lord and 
No. 3 :\ustralian Company (cable) and the 3rd Battalion 
N.Z.R.B. (digg<:rs), Captain lllcHugh, f.l.C., taking the 
northern line with Captain A. H. Richards and No. l and 
'.! N.Z. Companies (cable) and the 1st Battalion N.Z .R.B 
asdiggers 

Work was s tarted on the evening of the '.!7th 
on both routes and was continued for ten 

until finished . The 

Ociobcr, and by that time both lines were almost up to 
the ''hopping off'' place. From that forward the work 
prcceeded on the heels oi the advancing troops. The 
enemy shelling throughout was heavy and the going bad 
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owing to the rain and the ,:ca of shdl holes hllcd with 
\1 akr. hm the men stuck to their wvrk \\'Cll and accom
pli~hcd a result which :111y ,mny Olay ~ proud of. 

The technical work of handling the cable, which 
includ<..'1'.I transportation over difficu lt ground. the 
fe(!ling out of cal>lc, and lllllrking trench. was 
don,· t::lllirely by thb Its officers supervised the 
whole ,1·ork, and no difficulty or obsta<:l,• w:;is allowed to 
hmder them in tlo<.:ir desire to compl!"l~ a satisfactorr 
job. T.ieut. C. A. Dickeson was in charge of the cable 
and responsible for gHling it to the end of the roads in 
the secior, and in spite of man_v difficulties, owing to the 
a\11ul weather and lack of roads. nevcro11celailcd. For 
this work, under the diff,cult conditions e,isting, this 
Ollirerwasawardedthe)l.C. 

Latterly, when the ~.Z.R.B. was withdrawn from 
the work to take its place in the fi~hting, parties from 
the 1st and 2nd l~rigad,::s were detaile<l to carry on. and 
with their help the whole wn~ finally finished, 
and on the I i t h October the Corps took O\"er 
our Corps lront, aml we, " ith lhe rest of the troops. ldt 
BR.\NDHOEK and moved to a place near Stccn,·oordc 
for the night. Ne.q day we prOCL'l.'-<ied lo !la1el>rouck 
and went into billets th\·rc for rcorganis.;tion and rest. 
\Vc:-ta)L'<.I Lhcn,a week, and on the :!f.\th received ordc~ 
to proceed lO FRUGES area 

Next morning at 9 a.m. we marched out and made 
a small village called flEFS, a distance of :!-", mile 
Our route lay through STEENBECQUE, AIRE. 
ST. HLL.\RE, \\'ESTREHEi\1, ;\t Fiefs the Battalion 
was billetted in the CHATEAU Bl':1\UCN INE, onre 
a beautiful plaet·. but now much spoiled by ,qr's dc'S· 
!ruction. 

)Jext day our march was continuc<l, and earlv in 
the afternoon we reachc-<I .-\)1BRICOUl~T. a ,mall village 
whid1 h:1.d oot prt•viou~ly had British troop,; billcttcd 
thcr,·. It was in this village that soml· of the pca,;ants 
chaSL-d their pigs oul Qf the styc for t ll~ ni,•11 to ,lecp in. 

11 
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Only a tittle of that treatment is sufficient, and it did not 
take many minutes to convince the they were 
dealing with soldiers: after that the were fairly 
good 

This ,·illage is quite close to the famous old-time 
battlefield of AGINCOURT, where King Henry V. of 
England defeated the French in 1415 

We stayed in this area for about and 
enjoyed the n:st, and carried on useful the 
country there being very suitable for field training. 







YPRES. 

On the r:Jth No"<:mber we inarched out to rejoin 
our Corps which liad it,; Hcadquartns r,t ,\BEELE in 
BelKhm.1. Our first d estination w,e:; .MERCK ST 
LEV!Ei\, mm F.-\PQUf.:1\lB!~RQUES, llt,.xl day on to 
ZUYTPEEKE near CASSEL, and ne:,,.t day through 
l'op<.-ringhc to a place called VANCOUVICI{ CA.\IP 1war 
VL.-\11ERTINC.HE. Thi~ camp consisted of wood and 
iron huts which bad been built in J(!J;i and were in an 
indifkrent state of repair. llowev<.:r \I C soon made them 
comfortahle, and also cn "<.:tcd Nlfth w.i.lls round each hut 
tlm:c feet above tloor leYd for protection again~t lateral 
bursting bombs from aircraft 

\\',· ::,0011 learned that our job was to be cable laying 
and th<· S\"~tem embraced several forward Unes in tl,e 
n~wly capturtd lt'rritory east of \'1 1!\ES. Appro,irnntcly 
some :::? mile,; of t r~·nch would be n:quircd. .\s before, 
we were to supply lhe technical personnel, the diggers 
beini:: ~upplit,d by a i'latU,lion fron1 tho: ~nd N.Z. Infantry 
}kig-tdc 

On I ith November a party of Olti,·<'r,; and N.C.0. ·s 
proceeded to survey the routes The party consi\ted 
ol .\lajor Evans, Captains ~lcllllgh an,\ Richards, 
Lkut. Lord (Coy. Commander,), Lieut. J. T. Steven and 
others, and journeyed by motor to JIELLFIRl:: 
CORNER, thence on foot to After three 
hours the party was fro11 the r,-.;:onnaissance 
wlwn llw cn<:mv ~tartM his 'art·a ··shoots, and 
shell~ fell in cl~ pro>:imity 10 the party. One shell 
landed ju-.t alonb"';de the road and Lieut. StcvCn 11as hit 
by a fragment. He wa~ carried to the ncarnt dressing 
station, but died before reaching it. Lieut. Ste1·en had 
only n,1urned to the Unit from hospit,,l wh,'rc- he was 
adnntted on rt..:<.'il-inf; a slight wound at P.\<;SCHE:-;, 
DAELE. He wa~ thornughly eapabl,·. a keen sport. and 
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· extremely popular with the men. His loss was 
felt by all ranks. Lieut. Steven's death marked 
first of the officers of the Unit to make the supreme 
sacrifice. 

Work two parties were 
engaged and continued continuously until 
Christmas. The enemy shell ing was considerable in 
th is area either our own 
Uni t or the digging for us, sometimes both 
In the first week on this work. Lieuts, Lord and Griffiths 
LA..LF,) wert'" both wounded, the latter severely, near 
THE BliTTE, POLYGON WOOD, and Private A 
Stokes was killed a. few days later, 

The weather gradually became colder, and winter 
se t in, Recreational train ing was not neglected and two 
good football teams were selected, A and R t eams, 
Many hard games were fought out with teams from the 
N.Z. Division. Imperial teams were also met , but 
proved easy. 

Our Lewis guns and teams were sent into the forward 
arN to protect the heavy arti llery from enemy ai rcraft'. 
and three posts were established, one each at HOOGE, 
RA!LWt\ Y WOOD and WESTHOEK RIDGE. These 
teams were changed weekly. 

Early in December the C.O., Major Evans, D.S.O., 
went to England on leave, Captain ~lcHugh, )11.C., 
taking over command during his absence. 

Christmas arrived and was celebrated as usual with 
cheer prO\'ided by our good people in New Zealand 

On 1st J anuary, I\Jl 8, the old 2nd Anzac Corps was 
renamed XX\!. Corps, and we became the " XXII. 
Corps Cyclist Battalion. ' " 

Early in January Lieut. A. C. P. Hay and Corps 
J\l cKen1,ie and Agnew left for England. They had b.:en 
selected for some special secret service abroad, no one 
knewwhatfororwherc to. lt has since transpired that 
they went east (Mesopotamia) . 
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The Australian :{ Coy.) were with· 
(lrawl\ from the Battalion on I fith Janu:1ry and ldt 
to ioin the Austr:.lian Corp~ Cyclist Batrnlion. At the 
timc of t'ilrling it is shown how we regretlc:d their leaving 
u~ :.n<l what :inn friends We hr,d tlM(k .\!though at 
times minor diffcren<:t."S occurred. wcr,~ all good 
klln,1;,, and during the they formt.-d 
part of the Battalion, thdr ''bit· • to uphold 
llw tfflditions of U1<: 

To bring the Battalion llp to full strength again 
authority wasgi--cn N.1/..E.F .. for the forma-
tion of another ~-Z Accordinglv applica· 
lions for tran,fcr ,,ere the Dil'ision: the 
Offic"rs and Sl'"nior :-l .C.O.'s "CT<' lo he found by pro-
mon011 wi1hin the Battalion 

rhc following appointments werc made in the new 
Company which was designated '· No .. 1 Company.'· 

Company Commander Lie,11. G. L. Comer 
C.S.~1. C.S./11. T. J-1. Dickin~ou 
Sergeants Sergt. I~ . !I. Sly, /11.M 

and Scrgt. T. C. llodgson 

.\dditional off10.:rs w(·re to be selected hv G.O.C. in 
London from reinforct111cnto and $iCnl on to complete. 

Parchmem Cenifi<.:at<.?s, l\ecord of Good Serl'ice, 
were awarded by the Corp, Conm1Hndcr for period l'ith 
J anuan·tobt:,,:o\·ember, 1()17,asundcr 

Private E. C. Cragg Stor<;"man 
Private \V. Fillmaurkc Driver 
l'Tiv;ue K J. ~lorri~ Cook 
Private \V . .J- Che-,hirc Cook 
Corporal l~. J- Hyde Tran~port Corpl 

On :/Hh January our camp was boml}t'(J hy enemy 
aircr,1ft, one hut !wing hit direct ; Pr;vafr P. ~ludie nnd 
four men wo,rn<kd ; the fornwr died from wound$ nc:<t 
dav. 

I 
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Lieut. C. ,\. Dickes.on, M.C. , was appointed Adjutant 
with acting rank of Captain , vice Lieut. H.J. McLennan 
(A. l. F.\ who left with the .-\ustralian Company 

The selection of th~personnel for the new Company 
from men in th t Division who had volunt eered for 
transfer was pn.>eeeded with. Preference was given to 
men of long ~rvicc in the and 
excelknt lotofnH;n. 
Drill, both foot and cycle, was carried out . Early in 
February the cable burying was resumed (this time the 
3rd 0 . l.R. were digging) and was continued inter
mittently till early Mrmh. On !2th February Sergt 
W. H. Thomas anc\ Corp. Foulds were awarded the 
Croix de l>uere (Belgian) for gallantry in the field and 
received their decorations from the Belgian Army 
Commander a t Abeele. 

As usual the Battalion supplie<l a number of men 
for traffic control dut ies in forwa rd areas. This work 
was strenuous and responsible, and during ,',farch ;,ll 
forward road junctions received particular attention 
from the enemy long range guns, the post in YPRES 
being well "strafied " Whilst on duty there Pri\·ate 
J. ~- Clark was ki\Jed and severa l of our men wounded 
daring the month. 

The rest of February and part of March was spent 
alternately working on cable and training, with the 
usual rffrtations. Football matches were fre<1uent. 
The N.Z. Divisional 11watrc, and ot hers of similar sort, 

and e\' erybody found plenty to occupy 
any spare their hands 



Lt£UT. J. T. 5T£v.t:N 
Kil!edinactionat Westhoek, near Ypres. 17/11117. 





tHAPTlll< XI!. 

EXU[) OFl-1-J\SJ\ E ()F \! \J{Cll. 1i11,.; 

:Uarch ::>J<;t, wh,.-n thl' hi,- bi;.:: push, 
found us.<;lill wur\.irig at cabk and man\" con-
jtttures th,w around a~ to what our next j,)b would be 
The K.Z. Di\·i,frin hurriedly left our <lfl"a and lh·nt south. 
wJ,cn: the"\" rinalh· added focs;h ~loric" to the-ir rt'<'OHI ne-ar 
Albert. a~d 11e regn:tk<l their le-aving our ~pccial front. 

On the night of thl" :!fith March we re\'d\"cd orders 
to he rni.d1· to mo1·e at ~hort notke, and next morning 
our C.O. n,cei1·c-.:l or<lt'r<; to report to 63rd Brigad,·, ::>l~t 
Lmperial Divi,io,i, at lkdforJ House, nl•tlr \'PIH:-.;, and 
bt.: prqMrt'<I to take 01·er a Baltalion "t·,·tor that nig:ht. 
The line was rel'om1oitnxl b1 Evans;. l)<,i.Q .. 
)fajor \fcL(,i>'h (.\.L.H.), Capt;dn ;\l.C., ;md 
Captain Mitth<.:11, )IC. (0.1\1.R.) lhat nwrnin,;. The 
whole of Corp~ \lounte-<I Troop.; ll('r<:: forrnt'd into a c-0111-
po~ite Battalion narnt-d the :!~nd Corps MountL..J Troop!> 
Comp0,;itc Baltalion 

Rl·-org,111i;:.ation wa~ nttessary to bring our forma
tion to correspond '\\ith an ordinary lnfantrv Battalion, 
so four Companil'S were formtd. 

A Cm1P.\~Y, comprising Nos. I «nd::? Coy."s Cvclists, 
under Capt. H. D .\l.C. with :!nd 
Li(·uh Coe, Dickinson 

B CO:IIPAKY, compri~ing No .. 1 C'oy.'s Cydbts under 
Capt. G. I.. Comer. with Lktit. Md.c,111 and 
2nd Lit·ut. High<.! 

C Co.111'.\),;Y, compri~ing D "nd pJrt o1 B ~,p1.1,lron~ 
. .\ L.11. uud,·r :'i,1ajor l{. \kl.,·i,t,, with l :ipl 
Birnie-, Li,·ut .. \pps ,rnd l',;ar-.t·. 
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·o CmJP.•NY, comprising the rest of B Sqliadron ancl 
O.M.R . Squ:-,dron, under Capt. !11itchcll, )J.C .• 
with Capt. Pleasants, U euts. Biggar a nd 
Herbert 

Companies were about 150 strong 

The follow ing wen, the composition of Battalion 
H eadq uarters:-- · 

Ma jor C. H. Evans, D.S.O. in con·,mand 
Major S. Armstrong, A.LF. ?nd in c·)mmand 
C:,ptain Fox, A.LF. M.O 
Captain C. .A. . Dickens.on , M.C. Adjutant 
Lieut C. G .. Johnson Quartermasier 
Lieut G. Clark Walker 1.0. and M.G.O. 
Lieut -- Alder. A.I.F. S.O. 

The Battalion was organised in a remarkably short 
time, as it was late in the forenoon before the Com
manders were back !rum their reconnaissance. The 
mounted minus their horses, asstmbled at 
Vancouver (oor Headq L1arters). 

The whole Battalion moved ol'f at 6 p .m. in two 
trains (light n.i lway) and arrivC"<i at thedetraining point 
at 8 p.m., thence by route march to trenches-thr~ 
or four miles- taking over from a Battalion of the 6:Jrd 
F\~1gMlc. A and B Companies went into the front line 
oulf>OSls, C Cc,mpa11y into support, and D Company 
in reserve. Battalion Headquarters were situated in 
a,lugoutnear HiJ] l',Q 

The sector was ~nuwn .is SHf~ EWSBL'RY FOREST 
and wa~ part of the ground reca ptured in J uly-Sq,t. , 
!~ 17. by the Rth a.id \()th Corps. 

The front line consisted vi .i line ol org-anieed shell 
holes and Pill Hoxes concrete dugouts) at the 
foot of a fairly steep No lat<:ral co•nnumication 
trenches were in e"istence, and as the enemy overlooked 
us 111 no mo"emcnt was a\lc.wcd, on!y in the 
dark. to be sent out on·rnight, and as the 
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ground was nothing but a ;;ca of shdl hoks and wa1er, 
Hu.: gving wa$ very diffic11lt. A back l>tmp from Com
pany Headquarters was llash,;d at night to guide p,.~rties 
in th~ tine to Hettd()uarters. \Ve remained in for 11inc 
ni(.:hb. having a ('Ompal"lltivcl_v '-laif-1. 1irne. and were 
relieved by the l l(itl1 Brigade. \\'c journeyed 0111 to 
Scolti!'ch \\'ood Camp for !110 day~ and then back again 
into th.:- ~ame sector, l-...:i11~ 'inall r relieved on th!' night 
of l:Jth- !:1th /\pri!. During our stay i11 this sector we 
had n -ry fc" casu.ilties, Privat•! Potter bi,ing kilkd and 
six wounded. 

At this time the awful cannonadi ,1g- going on just 
south of our sector in the direction of ,\ IU11EN l'IERJ~S 
told us offurthcr ad1·ancesof theenemy. Thingsbl.'gan 
to bcrome anxious with us, ~nd when on the I Ith April 
the troops on our right withdrew their front line posts, 
it nc<:t>:>l',ilatl-d an alteration in our defences to protect 
our right rlank which wa1s "in tl1c air· Howc1·cr. the 
enemy attack did nctreacb flS far north a~oursector 

Un the afteri~oou of the 12th 1\pril, Captain :'-lc llui;:h 
and :-Jo. I Comp.-in y w(·rc withdr,1wn from the line and 
ordered to prOCel-d 1o Vancouver Camr, whcr<' ordr-rs 
:n1ai1erl them to proccerl mounted and rer,ort to the 
3:\rd Division 1,t i\l(JNT BLA \JC, 111:ar B1,illcul. That 
nfo;ht the l:fattalion wa~ rcliewd in the line by t tu i th 
Leice~ter;; Ulst Ui,·i~ion) and marchr-'1 to Lambton 
Siding n..-ar Zillebeke Lake, where a train took them to 
Yanfo11vcr Camp. who:,re orders awaited them that the 
CompC"->itc ftattalion ,,,.,.,. disbanded and ~lountffi men 
were to get their hor,;cs at 1.'.E'\JINCl!EI.:-T , and 
Cycli,-,is th<"ir cycles at Vancouver, and be ready to mo1>e 
at i .1.m., 131h. 



(H,ll'TER XIII. 

KEMMEL AND 1\IETEREN AND STRAZEELE 

The balance of the Batta.lion comprising Battalion 
Headquarters and :-.los. ~ and 3 Companies moved to 
BOESCHAEPE, leaving behind a great munberof stores 
which it was impossible to move through lack of transport 
From BOESCHAEPE we moved to LOCRE, and there 
recei1·ed orders to establish adefensi,·e lineon the South 
Eastern slopes of MONT KEl\lMEL This was done 
without delay, and two lines of posts manned. The rest 
of that day was quiet. The enemy had broken through 
at NEUVE £GLISE and we could see the battle raging 
in this vicinity 

On Sunday, the Hth, our Infantry (Imperial) 
began to fall back from NEUVE £GLISE and the ridge, 
and we ' · stood to ' ' all night We co11ected a lot of 
stragglers, and attached them to our li ttle garrison. 
Next morning attacked on our right Crucifix: 
Hill and Ravelsberg made considerable progress 

\Ve were. on the 16th. relieved by the 8th Corps 
Schools Battalion and we moved further cast to Donegal 
Farm Sector where our men had a particularly hot time 
11ith enemy 1\1.G. fire and surprise shelling, and fre
quently had to dislodge enemy patrols. Privates. 
T W. Burrows and V. E. Hudson were killed on outpost. 
Late that night we were pulled out and retired to Fairy 
Fami . The shelling on this hill had by this t ime become 
intense and casualt ies began to mount up. 

The Mounted men. minus horses. had been sent up 
to dig in and occupy trenchesinrear ofourprevious line 
and there were signs of French troops coming in to our 
relief 

A very brief stay at Fairy House was ours, and tha t 
same evening the two Companies, Nos. :? and 3, moved 
once more to the top of KEM MEL to reinforce the 
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l\lounkd men. Tht enc-my shelling was most int,;:ns,,. 
encry sort of gun and gas shdl was u"'-•d. \\"e had 
1:umt:rous casualt i,:s. The k illed were Private~ \\'. E . .J. 
Browne, T. J. Clinton.,\.\\'. Huntc-r. i. E. Power, I<. E 
Harris. Died of wounds: C.S.M., T. C. Hodgson. 
Prh-ate LL. :'.11artin. 

On t he night o[ lhe I fl.t h the Frr,n,.;h troops finally 
t CK>k m·er the dck11c<: of this sector «.nd we withd1c11· to 
Fairy H ouse once more. and after a night's re~t left in 
the early morning for the of Brandhock. \Ye 
occupied some Nissen Bm1 hy the ammunition 
d1tmps a<; the only available billets to be had. as Cl"crv• 
where round us were troops, guns, horses, wagons, et~ .. 
wlio had possession of all the 

USergt. \V. T. X Bond and \\'. 1-1. Whiting 
wernawarded the M.?.l. for bravery in action anddc,·o· 
tion to duty. 

Let us now follow the< doings of No. l Company 
u11du Captain McHugh. :'.11.C., on ddri.rhment with the 
V>rd Imperial Di"i~ion. This Company moved out from 
Vancouver Camp on the night of the I '.?th April al 
9 p.rn. with orders to repClrt to 33rd Division towards 
8.-\ILLEUL The night wrts particularly dark and the 
road one endless stream of trafhc !(Oing and coming. !,() 

progr..:s.~ was slow. On nearing Bailkul wc t urned off 
towards ST. JA)l"S CAPPEL where Divisional Head· 
quarters were suppOS<:'<l lo be, but on arrival found thcy 
had moved to MOI\T l~LAI\C. We reported there at 
:! a.m . and re<:ein~l orders to bivouac on the roadside for 
the remainder of the night and to report in the early 
morning to G.O.C H}'.?nd Brigade with Headquarkrs at 
J\lderen. \\'e mo,·ed a t 6 a .m. next morning, 13th, 
arriving a l i a.m. on outskirtsof Meteren, which wa~ h,:ing 
intt:nsrly shelled. Jt was dc.•d<led to reach Ht'adquarters 
whirh was on th,· other side. by nmning the gauntlet, 
and thc Company was S<'nt through in ,mri.H p,"lrtic~ 
!,urkily,thiswasa,;hieved withoutcasunl11c~.thoughthc 
ll\H{:in was narrow. Captain ;llcllugh n,ported toG.O.C., 

• 
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19 '.nd Brigade and was told to send out patrols to get 
information, as the position of the Brigade front was 
; idefinite. These were sent out, and the whole line 
pa,_rolled, and by l l a.m. the definite line was marked 
on the map. On the right of Baillenl the N .Z. Entrench
ing Battalion was encountered, where it was learned 
that a whole platoon had been captured in the night, 
owing to having been left ' 'in the air ' ' by the troops on 
their right retiring in the night. At 2 p.m. Captain 
McHugh received orders to proceed to Strazeele and 
send back report5 as to our and enemy positions and 
the Headquarters of our Battalions. On arrival at 
Strazede patrols were sent ant, and at 7 p.m. that even
ing a full report was furnished to Brigade Headquarters 
Patrols were established throughout the night and 
valuable information obtained. The next morning the 
1st Australian Division arrived and took over thesCTtor, 
and the Company returned to Meteren to stand by. On 
15th we were ordered to report to C.O. Queen's Own 
Battalion and did duty in the line until 18th when we 
were sent into reserve at MONT DES C:\TS. On 19th 
we received orders to rejoin our own Battalion at 
Brandhoek, and on the morning of the 20th at 5 a.m. set 
out, arriving at 9 a.m. Major Gen. Penny, G.0.C., 
33rd Division, sent for Captain ilcHugh on the 19th 
inst. and congratulated him on the splendid work of the 
Corn?any whose services he highly appreciated. 

The Company had five wounded during their de
tachment, and Scrgt. H. Gilchrist and the two Gallagher 
Brothers were awarded Mili tary Medals for special 
gal!antaetions. 



CH.\l'T!OR XI\' 

VEIRSTR,\ Tl' 

The Battalion r~·rnaincJ in the area of BrandhO('k 
for three days, when the enemy got our range "ilh his 
guns. and as there were aues of shells (res.:,rv,;, d11rnp,;) 
around the vicinity, it. w;1s advisable to move. 
So leuts wl'fe procured and the 10 an 
open field 1,000 yards south of POPER!NGI-IE where 
a camp wa;; erected. 

At this time the battle was raging furiously. The 
enemy attempt to ad'"ance was bdng met gallantly by 
the French and our '.!1st Division, but numbers told, 
and the enemy was gradllally making progress along 
the line KE.Mi\l EL-ZILLEBEKE LAKE. Things were 
becoming serious for t he safety of the POPERINGHE 
FLAT, and our t:uit was told to be ready tomo1•eatsl1ort 
nonce. 

On the n:orning of the ~Gth we received orders to 
Jn(!\'C forward, 1111<1 :,ft cr reporting at Oudcrdom 
received orders to ·'stop a g;1p ·· near VEJRSTRATT. 
We accordingly moved off (wi th the i\lounted men) and 
reached Halkbast Cornn amid awful shelling. \\"e 
proceeded in small partie<;and on arrival at S\\"AX Al\"D 
E DGA R CORNER, three enemy planes followed and 
pepJ)(·red u~ with their M.G.'s. It was dccidc:-d hy 
Captain McHugh to leave the cycles on Veirstratt Road 
and proceed on foot in formation. \\'e were 
ad,·ised by a reiurning officer that the enemy 
had advanced in huge numbers. Our patrols soon rt~ 

ported this fact, a.nd it was impossible to get within 600 
yards of the !in,• gi,·en us to take up, owing to the enemy 
hiwing ach·anC(-d in such numbers it was beyond our 
power to push him back. The Companies took up a 
defensive line astride thc \'eirstratt Rood. ftlhng a gap of 
l,000 yard,,, and for four d:1ys hc-ld the enemy oil with 
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determination and with such success that he did not 
advance past the point where our men stopped him 
That night small out-flanking movements 
gained us prisoners, whom valuable information 
was obtained. 

by Nos 
These two Companies at a.m, but owing to 
the troops on the right flank not conforming to the action 
as arranged. we were left '' in the air'' and had to re
turn to our original line suffering some casualties during 
the movement. 

an enemy shell burst between them, killing the Adjutalll 
instantly. Major Evans escaped unhurt, but was 
severely shaken by the explosion, together with having 
been gassed at Kemme], and was advised the :\1.0. 
to gi\·e in and he left for hospital that 
H . D. ilicHugh, M.C.. assuming 
Battalion in his absence. Lieut. G. Clark Walker was 
appointed s\djutant 

Up to the 28th instant the Battalion held on to their 
positions. The enemy made no further progress, 
although he made several attempts which were held off 
by our troops. On the eYening of the 28th we were 
relieved, and moved into support slight ly of our 
original line. This position was open swampy 
The men dug in during the night and remained in these 
slit trenches for the next two days. During the day
time no movement was allowed, so the inevitable was 
toremainuptothekneesinwater,wishingfortl,enight 
to speedily come so that cramped limbs could be re\·i\·ed 
Our cycles were still on \'eirs tratt Road, and rect:ind a 
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fafr amount of sh~-!!firc and w,:re damaged. On 
the nights of ~\.Ith and 30th ;mall of men who 
could be spared from th~ line were e,ngag<.·d in lllO\•ing 
tlu: cycles back to the rear. and this saved the total I~ 
of ~\·era\ as it was some '.)(I cydcs were so badlv 
damaged as to be totally useh:s,; • 

We had many <'.h ualtks in this sector, as all the 
tm1e the shelling ;iod M.G-. fire wa~ iutensc. 

Lirut. (A. Capt.) Dickeson, kilbJ. 
Lieuts. McLean imd Branson, wounded 
.-\mong the N.C.O.'s and men, Scrgt. H. Gilchrist 

.M .. \1., P rivates R. II. Curtis. 0. hsher, A. Gold, D. 
Mulcahy. J. D. Welsh and H . R. Williams were- killed 
Dr sul>cequcntly died of wounds 

The whole engagement cost the Unit l officers and 
9G othn ranks, besides 100 cycles 

On the 1st ~lay tl,e Battalio11 was rclienid and 
moved out to llillhoek (!)(;tween Po~ringhe and .-\beele) 
whcr\" comfortable billets in huts were obtained. Here 
the B;Hta lion remain..d till the l 2!h ~lay, carrying on 
re-organis:llion aod training, and enjoying a spell aftc·r 
the ~ix weeks strenuous operations. 

Decorations for gallantry were awarded the follow
ing K.C.o.·s and mco 

}UL Sergt F. G. Matthews 
Sergt H. )I. Carr 
Corp! F. C. Fom,ster 
Pri"ak C. Brown 
Pri,·ate C. )[c l.can 
Private T. Ni111mo 
Private I. G. \\'est 
Private .I\. A. Close 

Rcinforc,:mcnt~ to the number of 93 arrived on the 
8th inst., also three otTicns from !ufantr} Cnit1- for 
a\t;u;hmcnt, viz., 2nd 1.icuts. D. C. Griffiths, R G. R 
Si11cti.ir, 11nd E. )1alcolm. The 1wola1 terdid not rcmain 
loni;, rejoining th(·irunitsn kwd.-i.ys later. 

~ 
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On the 12th May tht Bat talion mowd to Polinchove 
Area under orders received from Corps and went into 
billets at a village called J<UMiNGH EM, near Watten 
The inhabitants were very kind to all rank!; who cnjoyed 
their stay in this place. 

2nd Lieut. Bio< mfield (0.1.R) joined the Battalion 
as an attached officer, and 2nd Lieut. A . II. Coe, M.M., 
ldt for England to embark for New Zcalaud on a tour 
of duty. 

On the 17th May, Major Evans. D.S.O., returned 
from hospital and resumed command, and the same day 
the Battalion were att ached to 2nd Army for cable 
burr ing with the French. 



MAJOR H. D. MCHUGH, M.C 

2nd.!ICN.Z.CyclistBattalion 





CttAPTl!R .\:\I 

WIT H THE FRENCH AT :\IO~T DES CATS. 

On the 17th :\lay Captain .\lcHugh, M.C. (who was 
placed in charge of the cable laying} accompanied by 
Captains Richards and Comer. proc~ded by motor to 

EECKE vw Winnizedc to survey the routes and points 
which were to be connected cable. Next day, thc:-
18th, ;\!Of.. I and :.! kft Ruminghem for 
Winnizeele where they went into camp. The weather 
was perfect, and it was decided to start in the earlv 
morning. I a.m., allot ,•ach man a task 7 ft. x I ft. x l Mi. 
and when that job was completed t he rest of the day ,~-~ 
given up to recreiuional trnining. Work was started 
next morning, 19th, and the going was good. The mtn 
procC<'dcd to work on their (}'des some sb: miles from the 
camp. The party told off for laying the cable preceded 
them by lorry. Th..., work 11 .. ~s generally completed by 
9 a .m. and the men rdurned to carnp by lO a.rn. \;nder 
these conditions. which t he men thoroughly enjoy~-d. 
the work progressed rapiclly on a daily average of 400 
yards completed cable line. The com panic-; were changed 
every six days, hadng two companies on work at cable 
and one at Battalion Headquarters, Ruminghem, for 
training purposes. Tlw training consisted of the usual 
Company training and musketry practic<'s on riHe 
ranges at .\IOULE 

Our work on cable was in the area t«k<'n over by 
th!.' l'rench, and om rne11 rccei"ed ,\ great ovation from 
them, besides learning the ways and methods of our 
staunch allies. This work was continued ,mtil the Ith 
June, wh,m our Corps was ordered to proceed !SQuth 
to near A.miens and to be there in reserve should the 
enemy al\empt to continue his advance on tht.1 coa~t. 
On the morning of the 5th June B:ttta!ion lkad,1uarters 
and ~o. :! Company moved out and made a ,mall fore~t 
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near WIZERNES that night, where bivouacs were 
prepared. Nos. 1 and 3 Companies left \Vinnizeele 
the same morning and joined the Battalion there that 
evening. A move on was made next morning with 
destination CaupeUe-Vielle near Fruges, a distance of 
roughly 25 miles being covered, and good time was made 
despite heat and dust. Billets awaited us, arranged by 
our advance party, and wc soon settled down. Next 
morning we moved on again via FRUGES, ROUSSEAU
VILLE, AUCHY LE l!ESDCN, l!ESDIN, and over 
somest~phi!ls to\Vavans,ourhaltingplace. It was a 
long day- 33 miles being covered. 

Continuing next day wc travelled over more hills 
t o BOURDON through Flexicourt (4th Army Head
quarters) and made our camp on the low-lying fields 
adjoining the SOMME River. Next day we moved on to 
Oissy, our final destination 

This treck from RUMINGHEM had taken us three 
full days and two half days, and the distance covered was 
about 90 miles. 

This is not quick travelling for cyclis ts, who could 
do 40 miles a day easily, but we were hampered then by 
having slow horse transport, and the length of our day's 
journey had to be paced accordingly. 



V!S1T TO THt FRONT KV THI! PIIIMII MINIST~R. HON. W . F. MASSty 

M•DSlRJOSHPH WARD, 
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O!SSY 

On arrlvid at Oissy we were allotted the ch;ito.:au 
groundsforour biUdlini,:>1.rc'a.andastcntswen.c,\\"ail
ablc made a camp in the wood adjoining the chateau. 
The weather was good and the men were comfortable. 
though 5€\"eral wet nights were encountered during our 
~tay. On arrival we were joined by Znd Lien ts. Grcvilll', 
Rowland, Wylie. Randall. DC.~1., and York<:, new 
officers for attachment. This brought our complement 
of officers to full StH.'ngth 

Our stay at Oissy was for five weeks, during which 
the Battalion \l'a.,; 1r,ii11ed in i ts job for open warfare. 
SL·Vcral practice ·'stunts· ' were carried out in conjunc
tion with the ) lc,un lL'-<l l<q:;-im cnt ;rnd an ArmourL'<l Car 
Battnlio11 TI1e 1:,tkr a new org .. nis,uion, 
h;,vi11geightam1ouredcarstothc The cars 
wereannOO with lwo l l01chkissguns, one in each turr<.'l, 
going into action at !"{I miles per hour and co:11:ng out 
at Z!:. miles per hour without turning the car, having a 
driver both front and rear. This unit was ,·cry mobile 
and where decent ro" ds n i~tcxl pronJCI most ,·a\uable 
in the offensi,·e and defensi,·e. They were included in 
Corps :\lounted Troops and our practice' 'stunt~·· with 
them were 1·a\uabt..: and instrncti1·,• 

lnthe ehatc<lugroundstherewasafineomament,11 
lake, and this was much US<;d by all ranks for bathing and 
aq11aticspc,rt,. Therecrcatiollal portion of the training 
was not forgotten, and sports in conjunction with the 
:\lotmkd Regiment were held on three occa~ions, to

gether with a race mectin.e; org;mised by Corp~ Hea<l
'lllarters . 

.-\ tenmilec1·clerace (on scrviC<' machines) wa.~hel<l 
on<· eveni11g and !(rcftt i11t('rcst was rnanif~h'<I by all 
ranks. The winner wa.~ Scrgt. ~uthcrL,n<l, ~!.M , out of 
cighteen startel"" 

lj 
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On the 14th June the Corps Commander, Lieut.-Gen 
A. J. Godley, K.C.B., K.C.M.G .. inspected the Corps and 
expressed himself very well pleased with the turnout. 
On the 3rd July we were visited by the Hon. W. J. ilfassey, 
Prime Mi nister. and the Hon. Sir J. G. Ward, Finance 
Minister, of New Zealand, who, after inspect ion of the 
Battalion and the Otago Mounted Rifles, briefly ad
dressed the assembled troops. The party afterwards 
inspected the camp and then proceeded by cars to Paris. 

On the 13th July. after spending some fivl' weeks 
in the woods of Oissy, a rumour went around of a move, 
as it was said that the Corps was under orders to move 
Preparations in anticipation of orders were made, and 
next morning (Sunday, J.lth July) orders to entrain the 
Unit arrived at an early hour. The transport and two 
Companies were to entra in at Pont Remy at noon, and 
Battalion Headquarters and one Company at HA.NG EST 
at 3 p.m. for a destination then unknown 

Nos. 2 and 3 Companies under Capt. A. H. Richards 
left for Pont Remy and arrived in ample time to entrain. 
The transport, although a long march (IO rmles) on heavy 
ro..1.ds. wa~ also on time. Battalion Headquarters and 
No. I Company arril"ed at Hangest at J p.m .. and en
trainment proceeded. 

The )lounted Regiment were also entraining two 
squadrons at Pont Remy,, and one ,;quadron (O. M.R). 

The trains moved out at 7 p.m. our destination 
was then given as somewhere cast of PARIS. We 
travelled all night, EU-BEAUVA IS 
The shor ter route through used owing 
to the enemy shelling the line. In the morning we 
stopped at CHARS for breakfast and on again w Paris, 
passing we,; t of that city, ia VERSA! I.LES . At 5 p.m 
we anivtrl at PONT Sl'I~ SEl~E and detrained, 

in that village for the night. 
day orders arrived to mo'"e on to Vertus 

about 70 kilometer~ away in an easterly direction. 
The day was very hot, and many hi lls had to be climbed, 
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conSL'q_uently the going was slow and hard work. \Ve 
st opped at VI LLENEUX for lunch and madeSEZANNE 
at 4 p.m., where billets were found for the night. 

Next morning the Battalion moved forward early 
and arrived at VERTUS before lunch, and found our 
bi!lets were at a small village named CHEVIGNY, 
three kilometers further on, where we were very com
fortable. 

The next morning we were ordered to move into 
Vertus, as French troops were :11lotted this village. On 
arrival we had great difficulty about accommodation, 
and on learning that Chevigny was not occupied (the 
Frrnch troops not having arrived) we returned and re
occupiW our old billets. 
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CHAPTER XVI! 

On ¥rirll.y, llw 111 th, while tb e Hattalicn rtbt ed, 
Mai or E vans was uo.y • ll dll.y in the direction of Reim~ 
on a reconnaissance of tl,c forwud ix,~it.ion~, and rt·
tu rncd wilh Lh<., informat ion t ha t t he 1-fr t"nch troop, ;md 
our Corps wne atucking ntxl mornint, and lh1. t W<" 
were to move up to support tl1e dhcker1 it required 
So on S•tunby nwrnins Wf" moved out at 4 a .m. to . .I.,. Y, 
near KpMnC\J, on t he }h rnc R iver, uri vinr a.t uur 
rle~ tin1. t ion 1<t ·~ a.m. \Ve stacked cycles on th11 road-
1idc and waited O,crc a ll d1.y, ready Lo move fo rward if 
required. In Epern1.y, 1bout t wo miles away, a large
fire WH burnins, ~tarted by "- hombudrrnrn t trom <'Jlll'ITI}' 

long an.;c ,;11 111. 6 p. m. orders wcro received to 
bivouac !or th11 night, so we moved to the canal bank at 
AV a 11 d scltled down, all rank, en joying a ~wim in Lhc 
canal after a l1ot •nd dll!ty day . 

On we •tcol rn· all d1.y exp,.,ctint1r ordtrs, 
arrived wi t h in~tn,ctio111 for the
the G2nd Division at St. l moges, 

MONTAG~E de RE[}fS. A t 9 p.rn 

the C.O. !-;Oinj,; 1.he,1d t o Di..-ili.ond He•d
quut en, where he recei..-ed orden to reporr to G.O.C. 
l H!th Infantry Bri&1.d.- ..t F\\1 r,: de RCUEIT Ilic Cni t 
wu mot,m t hcro"d1.nddir1.cted to its altered location. 
The de1tin;tti on •n! re1.ched by midnig-ht after 1. d ifficult 
ride along miles of indifforcnl ro1d1 tl,rOuj!:l• dense 
forest s wht>rt the roads were full of troop,, t ran1p:xt, 
motor lorric~, etc One of the boys had hi1 l•g- broken 
tJ,roui h l>eing run over 

Arriving- at our des tina tion we hi,·ouarkcd in a 
small wood do1e lo 1.n ftali~ n Heavy B•ttery and 1ome. 
Devon troops. K ext morninc we could s,,c in the dis· 
t ance th al once beautiful city of Reims, now utterJ~, 







destroyed by the enemy's bomb<1rdrncnt, and a mile or 
so to the east of us the battle was raging in earnest 

the forenoon Major Evans and the Senior 
Officers out with the G.0,C of the l86th Brigade 
(Brig, Gen, Burnett) to look over some ground where 
the Battalion was to operate next day, and returnc<l 
later with the news that the Battalion would move up to 
the assembly trenches that night and attack and capture 
the village of ~larfau:,; at 6 a.m, next morning During 
the interval preparations were made. Cycles could not 
be used so were parked under cover from view, and at 
11 p.m. that night the Battalion (less transport) moved 
off, arriving at and occupying the assembly trenches at 
'.!a.m. 

Battalion Headquarters were established at a 
village named Pourcy. some 600 yards in rear. where 
~lajor Evans directed operat ions 

Marfaux. the Battalion 's objective, is a small village 
on the right bank of the River ;\RORE. and marks the 
limit of the enemy's advance on the :\rd of June, 1918 
The capture of this village was attempted 011 the pre· 
vious Saturday, but the troops on reaching the village 
had to retire under heavy fire, as it was untenable. A 
distance of 800 to 1.000 yards separated the assembly 
trenches from the village. Our force for the attack 
consisted of the Battalion and a small company of the 
2HhHampshires, makingatotalof3,IOa11ranks. 

During the remainder of the morning until 1ero hour 
there was intermittent shelling by the enemy and gas 
towards daybreak 

Al 6 a.m, a creeping barrage was put down by the 
British, French and Italian Batteries, and the advance 
started in two waves. Our boys advanced under cover 
ofthcbarrageandthefirstobjectivewasrcachedon time 
but not before several casualties had occurred. The 
ground 300 yards in fron t of the objective ffioped down 
from a crest which afforded no cover whatever. Enemy 
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machine gunnen took advantage of this and swept t he 
ground vdth bullets until they were finally overtaken by 
the barrage and either dislodged or killed 

The village was '· mopped up '' and a number of 
prisoners, including a German doctor and Captain, were 
found in dugouts, who surrendered freely, In the dress
ing station were found two wounded British, who had 
been there since Saturday, and several wounded Ger-

In the meanwhile the sc,:;ond wave of the advance 
passed through the first and arrived at their objective 
line 300 yards in front of the village and consolidated in 
record time, A visual signal station was established at 
a point from which·· all objectives taken·' was sent back 
to Battalion Headquarters. ·n1e first wave, after mopp
ing up the village, ''dug in' ' !00 yardsinrearofthefirst 
line in support. 

So ended the battle of Marfaux. Our boys had done 
their job well, showing that dash and determination so 
well known of Colonial troops 

D uring the operation we captured 9 enemy ?.lachine 
Guns and re-<:aptured several French and our own Lewis 
Guns, a battery of 75's, and numerous souvenirs. 

Our casualties were high. Among the officers were: 

KILLED: 

2nd Lieut. Griffith, D.C. 
2nd Lieut. Rowland, A.E.it. 

\VOUNDED 

Captain Richards, A.H 
2nd Lieut. Greville, RH 
2nd Lieut. Wylie, LT. 

Among the other ranks, the following were b.illed, 
or subsequently died of wounds received:-

Sergeant Matthews, F.C., M.?-1. 
Lance Sergeant Foulds, C.R. 
Lance Corporals Foote, P.A. and Grindrod, C. 
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Privatt'S Baker, F. Chatwin, R. A. 
Hannan. F Johnwn, H. J. 
Kloth . A. R. Lindsay, H. J 
McLaughlin. A. j. McLeod, :\. R 
Mills, H Newman. L. A 
Perry, A. J 
Smith, A. E 
Turuff, R. H 

and about 70 men wounded. 

Sunmiss, F. A. H. 
Smith, F. W. T 

The stretcher bearers and medical orderlies deserve 
the greatest praise for the way they carried out their 
job. They worked unceasingly, though the day was 
e xceptionally hot, and the carry back a long distance. 

The officers wh.o went forward with the advance and 
arrived at their objcdivcs, Licuts. Knubley, Blomlicld 
and Yorke (the latter wounded but carried on) worked 
very hard, and wtre most energet ic in caring for the 
wants of the men, caring little for themselves in their 
desire to see the job through 

C.S.~I. Baker, ,\J./11.. was also conspicuous in his 
fine leadership after all his company officers became 
casualties. 

For the nc:st three we held our line. The 
enemy did not " counter though he sent o~·er 
wme strong patrols who met with a very warm reception. 

On Friday night we came out into the Reserve line, 
the old assembly trenches. Captain i\lcHugh, .\I.C., who 
returned from leave that day, taking over command of 
theline. 

Ke:st day a general advance was commenced to
wards BUNGY, by Lhe S<:ottish and Yorkshire troops. 
We were withdrawn and sent back to our cycle,; 10 
operate with tht· Corps :\lountcd Regiment in the ad
vance. 

Having obtained our cycles we returned 10 PRESI.E 
l~.'\RM where wecampe<l for the night, moving forward to 
to ~IARFAUX at daylight on Sunday morning. It 
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had rained he;n-ily during the night and the roads, with 
the traffic of guns, uanspon, etc., forward, were in an 
awful mess, making our pmgres,s very difficult. 

We remained at MA RF AUX all day, the Ca\·ahy 
being out in front on patrols and reconnaissances. 

On Monday night what was left of the Battalion 
was sent out under Captain McHugh, 11.C., on a recon
naissance in force to the slopes of :MO:\'TAG~E de 
BLISGY. Thispatrola<h-aoced 1,000yardslOawood 
in front of our foJWard positions. captmed a prisoner and 
gained a lot of valuable iofoonation. 

Ou Wednesday the British troop;; in the sector were 
relie\·ed. by the French and we moved out, bi\"ouacking 
in Boisde Talina forthenight. :\'ext morning we m oved 
on to DIZY-.\1.-\GE~TA, ,.-here we marched past Gen . .'\. 
Berthelot, Commander of the Fifth French Army, under 
whose command ouc Corps had been during the opeica
tion on the .\lame. I le issued a special army order o l 
the day in reference to our work and ga,·e all ranks in 
the Corps great praise. 

The rel-iew over, we mo,•ed to the canal at A\' , 
and in record time the canal was full of soldiers minus 
khaki, enjoying the first wash that many had had for 
ten da}"S or so. We rested there for two hows and then 
on to MOUSSY, near E P E R~EY, where billets were 
secured. We spent F riday and Saturday, the 2nd and 
3rd August, a t ~lous.sy, resting and reorganising, for the 
Unit was reduced to small numbels. 

On Sunday, al th August, we received orders to re
turn "ith the Corps to the non h again and t o entrain 
that night, men and cycles at O IRY and the transpon at 
\ "ERTUS. The transpon left a t 2 p.m. under Lieut. 
W . E. Randall, D.C.M .. and the Battalion al 6 p.m. 

Trains were late, and it was nearly morning before 
we leftOiry. We arrfred at MARLES. E. of PARIS at 
10 a .m. , where a halt was made for breaJ..iast ; then on 
to PANTIN. N.E. of Paris, passing that city on the 
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eastern '-i<lt \\hi.1st a( PANTIK 11\• cuuld h,·,1r th,: 
big shdh; from tlw C., r11,;,n · Bii;: !krt11~ · · bur~ti11;.: nc;1r 
St. DE:'.\IS 

\\\rnntinu..dourjournl·\·tothenorthandatHa.m 
next morning arrin·d ju~t :,.;_ of ABBE\"ILLE. n,m th1: 
mrmlh of the '.O)lME Ri1·,-r. Our tinal <l,:,,.;tin;llion b\' 

and mardw1l to billets at 
So ended our visit to lH.\,\11'.\(;~E. The whok 

trip wa:-; an (·,;vericnce of value to us all, and if not for 
tlw lad of !ca1·ing so many of our dear cornradc~ behind 
us, it would r,:,main a~ a pkasant memory . 

. \~ a result of tht' good work done h1 orlicers and 
men, th<' following <lc,·orntion,.; wnL· earm:d an<l a11·ar<led· 

)IILIT.\l!Y (Ros,.; 

Lieut II. C Knnhk v 
2nd U,·ut 
:?nrl l.it·ut 

CS.\I 

S,:r,.::c,uit 
Ser~eant 
Sng,:ant 
Pri,·atc 
Private 
Pri,·ate 

1,;_ H 
H. :\1. \'orkt 

D.C./11 
\\' . H. Tho1na~ 

i\!JLJT.\R\ ,\!J,:n.lL 

W. H lhorna, 
II. E. Coate~ 
F . A. :-.uth(·rland 
J . E. S!wwr,, 
.\ lhron 
A. 

Th .. lollowin.: Fr,:-nch d,:corations were awarded:

LEGIO~ DE HO"l"'.'H:llR (CllF\".\LUm). 

\lajor C. H. Evan,, D.S.O 
:\IFOAILI.F /l!JI.JTAll<E 

l~.S.\1 \. Turn,·r 
l'ri1·,11<' \. ~ldnto>h 

Scn:e.1nt 
Private 

(ROL\ llt. (;t, 1 RR! 

\I' 
C. McLaren 

'" 
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W 1RE]. 

O.C. 22. CORPS CYCLISTS BTN/. 

c;o 62nd Division 

Following from 22nd Corps begins aaa. The Corps 
Commander wishes to express his appreciation of the 
good work done by the N.Z. Cyclists Bin. during the 

and desires you to convey his con
Evans and all ranks of his com

and ~uccess in the attack aaa 
ends aaa For necessary action. 
Recd. 26/ 7/18 . . 

6 p.m. C.D.E. 

22nd Corps }lountc<l Troops 

SPECIAL ORDER 

SY 

L!EUTENANl'-G1·:~ER.U Sm A. J. GoDL liY, ICC.I<., K.C.~f.G 

Commanding XXI I. Corp,;. 

The folk,wing order of the day by Genera! Bcnholoi 
commanding Fifth Anny. together with the 
Corps it. are publishcil for the 
information of all 

The Corps 
distribmed 
parade, and opportunitv of e'l:pressi11g to the 
Comman<krs, Staffs and All Rank!. of the 5 tst (High-
land) and tht 6:.lnd Divisions, and all the 
Corps Troops, his loyal assistance and 
support that h,· has had from them during the re.:cnt 
arduous operations, 
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He takes this opportunity of again expressing his 
admirat ion of the conspicuous l'nlour :ind endurance of 
the troops, and trust~ that it may be his good fortune 
to ha1·e them again under his command in any futur,; 
operations 

(.Sgd.) 1\. M. de la VOYE, 

Headquarters, 
31/ 7/ lfHB. 

D.A. and Q.)I.G. 

TRA::-ISLATION. 

\'me Arrnee 
Q.G., July30th. 1918-. 

Etat ~lajor 
3me Bureau ORDER OF THE D.-n- Ko. 1;3_ 
No. lt-63/3. 

Kow that the XX ll. British Corps has receivt-<I 
orders to leave thr- Fifth Army , the, .\nn y 
Commander expr~,.cs to thank~ and admiration 
which the great deeds, that it h11.s just accomplished, 
deserve 

The very day of ih arri,·al, feeling in honour boun,l 
to take part iu the Yictorious counter-attack which had 
just stopped theenerny"s furious onslaught on the Marne, 
and had begun to hurl him back in disorder to the ~orth, 
the X\:11. Corps, by forced m;1rches and with minimum 
opportunity for reconnaissance, threw itself with ardour 
into the battle. 

B y constant efforts, by _.nd by drivini;: 
back the en("my fvr tt;n has made 11· 
sell mas1er of the V.illcy which it has 
so freclv 11atcrr.d with its 

Th;wks to thc conrag,• :,nd prowrbi;tl 
tenacity of th,· Briti~h. th~· continu<'d .-tfort:; of thb brave 
Army (orps han• not b(·tn in vain. 

:!l othcers and J,:J()() otlwr r,1nk~ taken prisonH, 
I~() )l3chinc Gun~. and lfl Guri-- CJplllrl'<I frvm .in 
cn,;my, four of whose Division,; haVl' bc<"n ~ucccs~ivd\" 
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broken and repulsed: the Upper Valley of the ARDRE, 
with its surrounding heights to the north 11mi south, 
reconquer..d; such is thr record of the British share 
in the opcrHions of t h,: Fifth Army 

Highlanders under the onkrs of Ge11cr11t C11rkr
CampbeH, commanding the ~Gth Division; Yorkshire 
lads under lhr orders of Gcncl'al Braithwaite, command-
ing the 62nd Australian and New Zealand 
Mounted Troops; all and men of the XXII 
Anny Corps, !\O ably commanded by General Sir A. 
Godley, you have added a gloriolta pai;e to yum history. 

MAR[,'A UX, CH AU MU Z Y, MONT.-\GN"E d e 
BLIG~Y-all thc£e famous names will lie written in 
letters of gold in the annals of your regiments 

\'our French comra<les will always rcrm:mber with 
emotion your splendid gallantry a11d yo11r perfe<:t fellow
ship in the fight 

' ·BERTHELOT,' · 

le General Cornmandani , 

SPECIAL OR DE R 

Ll l'.:UTENANT GE NERAL SIR A. J. G Ol>LEY, K.C.D., 

Commanding \.Xll. Corps 

The Corps Commander has been desired by the 
Gener~l-Officer-Commanding Fifth (French) Army to 
express his guat satisaktion at the app,•an111cc and 
bearing of tht• troops which h1.: reviewed thi~ morning 
The Coq1s Cummandcr wi~l\CS to add his appreciation 
of t he ,·w·cllent turn -out, good m:1.rch discipline and 
sm:1.rt 11<:s~ of the representatiw detachments of lho: Corps 
Moull!<.'<1 Troops, -'l l~t (IIighl:md) Division and 62nd 
(West l(iding)Divi~\on, and to thank them forthee,·id· 



·rnB CoRPS Gum .:s. SUJ'PLJHI) 8Y 'ril e BA'fl'/\LJON. 

R£V!BW OP 51ST, D1VISIOt,; XX ll. CORI'S 

ByCEcncral Berthelot.SlhArmie Frant aise. 1/8/18. 
Dizy, Maggc:nta, Marn~. 





-cnt v;1ins which tl1c-y they had taken , though only just 
out of the battle, to so wvnhily urhold the credit of the 
.British . .>,n11y beforc the French Gc·nerals and Stalk 

Headquarters 

1!8/18. 

(sd.) A.i\1. <le la VOYE, 

D.A. and Q.i\LG., 

XXIL Corps. 

62nd (W.R.) Divn. 

31st July, Hll8. 
XX l l. Corp,, "G." 

1 havethehonourtobringtothenoticeoftheCorps 
Commander the so:rviccs of the Cyclist B.\ttalion. Corps 
Troop:- XX!/. 1\rmyCorps, under the cvmmandof i\lajor 
C. H. l~l"ans, D.5.0., "hid1 have bef·n attacht-d to the 
Division under rn.v command chiring the recent oix-ra
tioni;. Nothing could have bt,~n better than the fight
ing qualities displayed hy, or the valour and endurance 
of. all ranks not onh· during the nctio11 of :nrd J uly, but 
throughout the sub~quent 

! desire also to bring notice of the Corps 
Commander, the services of the Corps ,\ lom1ted Troops, 
under Lieut.-Coloncl Hindhaugh, who did valuable 
service throughout the time they were attached to the 
Di'"i~ion under my command. The m~n shewed enter
prise and bravery while working in a country dillicult 
for Ca~·alry. The pa trols were boldly handled :md 
sent backusdulan<laccuratn information 

(sgd.) \\'. P. Bl~AITH\\'AITE, 

,\laior-Gcnera! 

Comn1ai1ding (i~nd (\\"eat Ridin1.:) Di--i~inn. 

Headquarters. 
3 1/7118. 

11 ,, 
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G.O.C. 62nd. (W.R.) 

DEAR .i:£VAM,- Now th&.l )'Oll have left my Brigade 
I should lik<" to thank both you and yuur men for the 
splendid work you did at MARFAL:X. You had a 
nasty job to do and could not have done it better 
Would you please !et your officers and men know how 
much we appreciated all the help you gave us at a very 
trying time 

Your;; ~incerely, 

(sgd.) J. S. BENKET[. 

Brig.-General. 
(For orders). 

185th Br igade. 



CHAPTER XVJJI. 

THE SECOND BATTLE OF THE SOMME. 

Reinforcements arri\'cd for us at Conteville to the 
numl,er of 60 ; a lSQ :!nd Lieuts. Bowron a nd E van~. 
We were also favoured the attachment of a Padre, 
Captain Rev. L. A. lip to the present time our 
spiritual welfare had not been attended to except 
occasionally by Padres belonging to o ther Units, so we 
welcomed his arrival with pleasure. 

jnd Lieut. T H. Dickinson, who had been acting 
Adjutant i11 the ab;;ence of A. Capt. G. Clark Walker, to 
H05pital , sick. Wtent for a six weeks' course of instruction 
t o l ,;\ Army Infantry School, Tiardclot, and Lieut -
Quartermaster C. G. G. Johnson, was appointed to 
carry on his duties in his absence. 

Litut.-Gen. Sir A. J. Godley, who had taken over 
the duties of the G.O.C. Jfl. Corps (on sick leave) sent 
for his Corp;; Mount.:.'<! Troops on the 20th .\ugust, a nd 
we accordingly packed 11p and moved south at 8 p.m., 
arridng at REOMAISNIL, our halting place, at mid
night, the t ransport arriving three hours later 

We cont1n11ed our march next evening, starting :1.t 

6 p.m., arriving at Villers-Bocage (where 3rd Corps 
Headquarters were situated) at (I p.m. and bivouacked 
in an orchard 

Our retaliatory pu~h had commenced to regain the 
ground 1051 in March and April, and up to the present 
good repons were received, and the arrival of bands of 
German prisoners, told us that the first phase of the 
advance was successful 

D uring the forenoon of next day we received orders 
to move forward in the direction of ALBERT. No. r 
Coy., under Captain ~lcl-lugh, ~LC., wa-< detailed to 
report to a work uncter ordt'rs of 18th Divi~ion, the rest 
of tlw Battalion to go into bivonac at BOIS de ESCARD
Ot-. ~EUSE aud await orders. 

I 
11 

li 
11 ., 
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No I Company left at I p.m. to report to 5Hh 
Infantry Brigade (18th Division) near Albert, the rest 
of the Battalion proceeding vi11 QUERRIEU to LA 
HOUSSOYE , where it obtained billets in abandone<l 
and ruined houses 

Next day. tllf' 24th August, 191 8, No. 2 Company, 
under Temp. Capt. Blomfield, ill.C., and No. 3 Company, 
under Temp. Capt. Knubley, M.C. , were detached and 
sent to report to 58th Division at HETLLY and 12th 
Division at RIBEMONT respect ively for employment in 
reconnaissance and patrol work 

The deseription and report on the Companies' work 
follows. 

Captain H . D. McHugh, i\l.C., O.C., No. 1 Company, 
reports as under: -

On the 2~nd August the Company left the Battalion 
at VILLERS BOCAGE, and proceeded to near Albt>r t, 
where the Company occupied s.ome trenches and dug
outs by the roadside, the O.C, repor ting per.;onally to the 
G O.C. Fifty-fourth Infantry Brigade. Captain illcH ugh 
was then given order.; that the Company would be use<! 
for the purposes of reeonnaissance and patrol work to 

supply a steady source of information to the G.O.C. 
Brigades attached to. On the 23rd, Sergeant H. i\1. Carr 
i\L\I. , was despatched with a JJatrol to ascertain the 
enemy positions at La BOISSELLE, and successfully 
carried out his mission. The same evening Lieut. 
Randall, D.C. M., and a patrol procee<led to the left of 
the Divisional front on a similar and obtaine<l 
the necessary informat ion. On the the Company 
was ordered to follow up the retiring enemy and mo\'ed 
out as an advanced guard to Longueval. The enc-my 
was met with in considewble force at i\\AillETZ 
Wood and the advance held up. ~evertheless valuable 
infommtion was obtained for Brigade by flanking 
movements. The advance continue<l each day when 
our patrols were on the heels of the enemy. On 
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t he :.!91h, forward to Combles, ,irukr foll view and 
hea\·y l\l .G. firt·, a reconnni~~a11cc in force ma(k a 
<la,;h and <.ucceeded in r<:aching COMBLES and ob
tainc1l 1·cry reliahlt· information. The following day 
patrols ,1·cr,., sent forward in thn't; di rect ions towards 
SJ\11.1.Y, S.\ ILLISEL and l~A:-.ICOURT. and good 
reports sem in. Frnm :lnd to [,th &pt,sn,l,cr, operating 
in tlw dir~tion of St. Pierre Vaast and Vaux Woods, 
where the enemy made a ~tand, our patrols gained very 
uwlu! information, being at times :!,000 yards in advance 
of our attacking infantry . Recomiai,;sanccs were daily 
contimu:•d nntil the l:.!1h September, where PEIZIERE 
had bcrn reached by that time. 

On 1he abo1·e date the Company was withdrawu to 
joi11 the Battalion. For the last 22 days they had been 
employed continually on reconnaissance, and in every 
cas<, the patrols succt<eded in gain i11g their obj1.'CtiV1."> 
aud in ,;c<;uring tht! specir,1 inform.i.tion asked for 

Capt;,in :'ltcHugh in hi~ report to the C.0. statt,s: 

•• l cannot praiS<- th,:, Company ,·nough for the loyal 
support they have given me. The latest joined 
men worked with the older hands and soon 
.1cquirdl the principl~ of patrol work. Spkn
did work wa, carried out by t!w N.CO.'s, who 
were my chief support. with oo many 11ew mcu. 
:\ly officers, Lieuts. Cody and lfandali, D.CM., 
have had the bulk of the work to do, and I 
cannot praise them too highly. They had some 
very tough corntrs to inW'stigate, and did their 
job thoroughly 

.. Tlw valuable work done by Scq~t. Carr, M.M .• 
Midgley. Brown and Lance Sagt. Ryan, can
not be passed by in thesl' lints : their coolne,,s 
iu tight ,::oners. and daring on patrol work 
,..arn,,d for them the pr11ise of officers on 
Divbional and l.)rig11dc Staff~ we lrnve lll'Cll 
attached to. 

,l 
ll 
ii 
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Tht: Corps Comrn(mdcr din,c-t..d a ltt l<:r of apprecia 
tion of th,; work done by the ;u\vancc guard to Brig.-G<'n. 
Wood, tlu.: A.G. Commander. and the Brigade Major of 
Lhe 56th lnfa111ry Brigad,• wrote to Captain ~kHugh as 
follows:-

''Gcneral Wood has directed me to inform you how 
delighted he wa5 witl, ;,ll the work done hy your 
command during the period attached to him. 
Re<'-0nnaissances ordnf'<l were alwavs carried 
out and abc,0lulely vaJuahl~ infom1a

back. He 

T. Capt. E. JI. Blomr.tld, )LC., O.C., No. :! Com-
pany, reports a,; under :-

On Lh\, 24th August t he Comp~ny was onkred to 
report to the .)8th Division, when operating on the right 
of the Corps front, :md 1.h<' 0 .C. C:cmpany r~·portcd to 
Divisional H<.=;idq1rnrters at the Hei!iv Cha1eau. and was 
ordered to take his Company in the ~·icinity of IIAPPY 
VA LLEY near BRAY Sur~ S0)1M E. The Company 
left the l%tt.iJ ioJl billets a t 10 pm., and l raw-lling by 
moonlight arrived at 1.30 a.m. at its d estination, where 
good quarters had been found i11 Gcnnan dugouts by 
an advance party The Company remained in this place 
all day, and next wr.re ordered fornar<l to the 
Citadel on Road. It had rained 
during the night, and the road~ were in a very bad mess, 
necessitating th,: cycles being carrie<l for a con,Jderable 
part of 1h~· way. Sergt. Hughes, in charge of a patrol, 
had been ,;cnt forward, and had been out and working 
with the Northumber!;-Htd Hu~~an;, and had dono: SOITT(' 
good work and gained val ,w.ble infonnation, Al JO p.m. 
tha t night, 26th Augu,t, we wero: (;ll!(flg'.L'<l wi1h I) 

Squad ron A.Lll. in holding !he line with l..cw1~ f;Ull~ 
south and wt-~l of Maricourt. :!nd Lieut. Bo" ron was 
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in charge of the gun~, :md his le:uns went over thc top 
with the 3rd Lornlon Jnfantry n,_,xt morning at dflwn. 
Scri;t. Co..'"ltS and thr..emen were wounded in the advance 
A patrol under 2nd Lieut. Ewan was sent out N. and N.E 
of MARICOURT :rnd obtained LIM.fol information. 

Thb work con tinued without ec;sation until the 
night of t he 2-8th, when patrols wen, withdr--.1wn to 
Company Headquarters, and rcmains::d until :1 p.m. on 
the 29th, when the Comp:rny wai; ordered to move 
fonvard and occupy positions in front line. This, how· 
ever, was alterc<l, and the Company ncmainc<l in rC':;Crve 
at BATTERY COP SE 

Patrols were sent out and b usy obtaining in· 
fom1ation for Brigades and On the 31st 
patrols were out all day in the direction of M.\RRIERS 
Wood and operatc<l in front of our Infantry. One 
patrol captured II prisoners. 

On the 3rd September the COmpany was trans
ferred to 71th Division and tllO\'ed to dugouts ln 
MARRIER$ Wnod. There was litllr doing until the 
6th when t he Comp;my again moved to a ntw position 
south o BOUCll:\VESNES: remained i11 thi« Camp 
d0ing small patrol work till nr .\'.t day, when we 
movL'(.[ again to nc.<r AZJECOURT. Nothin~ further 
e,·entuated on the front to r._><iu1rc th~ Comp.1.ny·s 
s.;,nice;;, as the Infantry had been unable to gtt forward. 
On the 12th September orders were received to rejoin 
Battalion at l'O~!BLES, so the Company 111ov('(I out 
and aTTivc<l at the!att erpl;icc at 3.30 p.m. 

During the 1x,riod the Company was on detachment 
its work was of high order and ihc difflcultie,; of road5, 
long distance, wir,• and enemy fire of all sorts wer<' over
come and the obj..ct of the stunt, whetlwr it was r,~on· 
n:,issance, ddc•nce or advance. was, without t:\'.CLption, 
carried out to tho; !titer 

Th<: offi._-.:rs were all new in their po,;ition.s. T. 
Captain E. H. Blomficld, h:id only had command 
a month, and the two :!nd L11:11ts. F. L. 
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Bowron and J. F. Ewan had only just joined the Bat
talion. Still they took to the work ;.sin manner born and 
earned high praise from the Divisional and Brigade 
Commanders. The N.C.O. 's were mostly newly ap· 
pointed-many of the men coun ted their service with 
the Batt:ilion by days. Nevertheless the aim of all was 
to give good S-(; rvice and they amply succeeded in their 
desire. for noth,ing could be fi ner than the work done by 
the other ranks 

T. Capt. H. C. J. Knubley, ~I.C. . 0 C., No.3Com
pany, reports·-

The Company was attached for work under a Divi
sion-in this case the J2th--a Welsh Division. and on 
the evening of the 24th August the O.C. Company 
reported at RIBEil\ONT to Divisional Headquarters 
and the Company 11·ent into bivouac for the night , along 
with B Squadron 4th A.L.H., with whom the Company 
worked th roughout the optrntions 

Next morning at 3 a.m. orders were received to 

foll ow up the enemy's retirement which had started 
during the night. Accordingly the Company moved off 
via MEAU LTE to the high ground between ?.IONTEBAN 
and CA RNOY near MAMETZ. The enemy was met 
with and the Company and L.H. dismounted for action 
A lively litt le fight ensued in which we came off best, 
killing several and taking prisoners. It was here that 
Private W. G Cavenett perfonned a very plucky action 
An enemy machine gun in POM~IIERS Redoubl was 
anr:oying us and he and others were told off to silence it 
Cavenett alone worked round the rear :ind, ignoring the 
!lf'avy machine gun fire, rushed the position single handed 
bayonetted three of th l' garrison and took one man 
prisoner, the remainder of the garrison escaping. It 
was a very plucky action and ean1ed for this soldier the 
cheers of his comrades and the award of the D.C.M 

The Company held their position till 5.30 p.m. when 
the 3[ith Infantry Brigade went th rough and took the 
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ridge (MOKTEBAN). The Company then withdrew to 
YILLE sur AK\R E, where they bi,·ouacked for the 
night 

Later orders were f&<!ivcd transferring the Com
pany from the 35lh to the .17th Brigade and ordering a 
concentra tion at C:\ RNUY at 6.0 a.m. the following
morning. The I nfantry were attacking i\!ARICOUl~T 
and had a stiff figl ,L The being re,.erve. 
were l\Ot used, but got a the enemy 
before they withdrew to 

On the 29th, a further change t ook place, the 4itb 
Divi5ion taking over from the 12th Division. and the 
Company altachcd to !42nd Brigade. The Company 
was not ns.N:l, as the enemy was putting upa stiff fight at 
PRI EZ Farm and Cavalry and Cyclists could not get out 

At 8.0 a.m., the 30th, the Company moved to 
L E FORET MAREPAS, and took position on high 
grou,1d. O\'er-looking where they held on till rclicl'cd by 
Infantry in the cwning. The firs t and only casualty 
occurred in this st"Ctor , PriVatc Thacker being so badly 
wounded by a shell that he subsequently died. Private 
Shand. the Battalion nightingale, was wounded at the 
same time. 

On the .31st August the Company was moved 
forward to MAR !COUl~T. and remained in rl"5Crve till 
next night when Znd Lieut. Nichobon and 20 men were 
sent to the 24.th Londons to act as Hank guard, during 
their advance from PR IEZ Farm, which they had 
captured with Ji0 prboners. The party moved out at 
2.0 a.m., H h September, and ' ' hopped over'' with the 
24t h Londons at 6.30 a .m ., carrying out their joh all day 
a nd remaining entrenched that night and all next day, 
being relieved at 5.0 p.m. The officer and his party 
recei\·ed the thanks of t he G.O.C. 112nd Brigade for 
their good work. It was here that we lo.:t our only 
prisoner to the enemy, Private J. Fisher being c:iptured 
whilst on patrol (He w:is, howcl'er, rcl,.,ased after the 
Armistice.) 
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On the 4th September an inter Division change took 
J)lace, the58th relieving the 47th, and the Company was 
transferred. No operations took place, but th<' Com~ 
pany bivouac w:is moved for"ard to BOIS de HEM, 
where quarters were secured 

orders to report at 5.30 a.m. next day, 
the 5th, to 14 lst Brigar!e at BOUCHAVESNES. and 
on doing this were ordered to send a patrol to BOIS de 
£P INETTE and AZIECOURT. to ascertain the position 
with regard to our troops and the enemy. T11is was 
successfully accomplished, the enemy having left. On 
this information the fnfantry moved up and took 
pa,session of the village of LlERMONT. Tiic patrol re
turned at 6.30 p.m. 

On the 6th, no orders received in regard to 
operations, the Company forwa rd again t o 
MOISLAINS, where quarters were obtained in what was 
a British C.C.S. prior to !\l arch, ' 18. The CANAL du 
NORD was close by and all ranks indulged in lhe luxury 

of a ~~·li~:-;t:;~t:::~~:s:~~1:i:;I;;ng, l/xceptthesupply 

of Cyclist runners between the Brigade and Battalions 
On the Slh. the Division the Company was working 

under was withdrawn from the line. and the Company 
was sent back to the Battalion near MAMETZ to be in 
Corps reserve 

In common with Nos. I and 2 Companies, this Com
pany earned the highest praise for its faithful and com
plete work. Its officers, like No. 2, were new to their 
positions. T. Capt. Knubley, 111.C., had only been 
Company Commander since the batt le of ll!ARF:\UX, 
and 2nd Lieut . £.C.E . Nicholson only joined the day 
before going into action. Nevertheless, their work was 
of high order, and they were ably and faithfully assisted 
by the N.C.O.'s and men of the Company, who, to a nlan, 
worked hard amid trying and unpleasant conditions in 
a manner characteristic of THE NE\V ZEAL1\ND 
CYC LI ST CORPS 
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After the ricpanure of Nos. 2 and 3 Comp,1nies on 
:l.lth August, Battalion Headquarters with Transport 
sctllcd down. Th.- Co1npanies' packs were aJl ~tor<'<l 
away and the only pcrsonn.-l kit were il. few sick, 1>1.·l:!ides 
t he llcad~111an<'n; Signaller; and details. The C.O., 
Adj11tant, and aclin~ Q.M Lkut. D. H. E\·an,:;) 
and the Padre wue the officers with Battalion 
Headqu:1rtcrs. 

The C.O. visilcri one or more of the Companie,:, daily, 
and as t he line was rapidly thc di,tance of 
travel increased. On the September, Battalion 
Headquarters movctl forward and occupied some Ger
man dugouts near MAMETZ, and again on the 10th 
moved still further to IJOIS llOUAGE near COMBLES, 
where Gennan dug-outs were again used 

Consequent on the Corp~ front being held hy two 
Divisions. one Compa11y (No. $) was withdrawn horn the 
front line on the 8th Septembn, and joined the B..1.ttalion 
at MAM l~TZ and hPJd in Corps reserve. A much 
appreciated ,;;on~ig-n111cnt of gift parcels from the T.ady 
Liverpool Fund arrived, and were very wclcomc io tJ,t• 
boys in a part of France whnP s11ch foods an<l comforts 
as were c01, tairn.>'.I in theSc parcels were quite 
unobtainable. The receipt of these gifts from the 
women of New Zealand were always most acecplable 
and the thanks of i.he soldiers are heartily g in,11 to 
the dono~ 

Lieut. -Gen. Sir A. j . K.C.B., 1-: .CM.G., 
our Corps Commander, who been connn;u1ding 
3rd Corps during the absence of Lieut-Gen. Butler, on 
relinquishing comm .. -.nd of the Corps sent a letter to all 
Unitcs in the Corps. in which he expressed his apprcdalion 
of the work don,: d uring the advances E. of .-\ I.BERT 
from the I Ith Augusl till the l~th September, and 
thanke<I all tn~,ps for their support and assistance. 
fnlu 11/ia he say~: '' The Mounted Troops and Cyclists 
of the 3rd and 1~nd Corps h1,vc rendered conspi<.:uous 
s.-rvicc in patrolling, reconn~bsanc~ and liaison work.' · 



91) NEW ZEALAND ( YCUST (OIH'!-

The 1tdvance reforre<l lo co1·ered 22 rnik-s on a 
4f mile front (Corps front) and n.,captured 28 towns and 
villages, 7,300 prisoners. of wl,om 14G were officers, 
43 guns and numerous M.G.'s, T.M.'s and ~tore<;. 

On 1hc 12th September our Corps Commander 
having returned to resume Command of our Corps 
(22nd) we n-cdved ordcn; t 0 rdurn also, and having 
concentrated tl1e detached Companies, packed up once 
more, and a t !).0 a .m. on the l3th September, left 
COMBLES on route march northwards, our first day's 
jour11ey to As the roads in Lhc old 
SOMME POISIERES, etc., were in bad 
repair. we w1·nt the longer way round na ALBERT, 
BOUZINCOU RT, BETRANCOURT, and made our 
destination in good time despite the hea1•y head wind. 

Continuing next day w<: found our final destiuation 
m STEWART C.AMP, about l .\ miles we:-t of 1\RR1\S, 
on the ST. POL Road. The .Camp was composed of 
:-J.B. Huts, and thcre wa~ ~p!cndid horse standings 
which were occupied by the Corps Mounted lk giment, 
who were ;,!so with us in the Can,p 

The good work done by Officers, N.C.O."s and men 
in the advance on ihe S0)1 ME in August and September, 
were rewarded by the following decorations being 
awarded :-

M.C. 2nd Lieut F. L. Bowron 
D.C.M Private \\'. G. Cave-nett 
Bar to M.M. Sergeant !-1. M. Carr 
M.M. Corporal l. W. Weston 
M.M. F. E. Brown 
11.M F. Barlow 
M.M Lancc. -Sergt. R Ryan 
i\DI. ~rge(mt H. L. Midgley 
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,\t<l{.-\ S- :'.lfONS. 

By 11th SepteJnbt,r, 1918, tl ,c L"nit was comfortabh
settle<l down, lhc Camp being well suited for our requin.·
ments 

The Co rpe, front extended from GAVR~~LLE, )I.E. 
of ARRAS. to a point near L'ECLUSE on ARR.-\S
C.\MBRAI Road, and the nat nre of our duties rcqniring 
a knowledge of the front, parties of officers and the 
)!.C.O.'s. were attached to Lovatt's Sca nts (who m an the 
Army O.P .'s) in order that they might become ac
quaint«\ with tlie position of the roads, t renches, etc. 
A number of men und~.r :Incl Lieut. Bowron were t1lsQ 
sent to guard Railway t1nmcls a11d bridges on AUBJGNY 
ARRAS railway. Another detachment of Lieut. High.,t 
and~; men was s.-nl to 11 lh Division for rcconnai:;.sau<"'.C 
and liaison work 

On the 16th September Captain H. D. Mcllugh , 
who was commauding the Battalion in the abs.enc,, of 
the C.O., Major EYans, in England on duly, 
was sent to hospital suffering gas bums reccivcd 
on the Somme, Captain G. L. Comer taking over com
mand of the Battalion. 

It being fowtd that the munc t his Unit was known 
by, v_i1-.• XXII. Corps Cyclist Battalion was confusing, 
it was decided by Headquarters that in future, the 
Battalion, being a purdy N.Z. l,"nit, should be known 

")!EW Zl<:ALAND CYCLIST BATTALION , . 

On the 6th Oclober the Battalion was insp(,-<:kd by 
G.O.C. 22nd Corp~ (Lieut.-Gen. Sir A. J. Godley, K.C.B., 
K.C. M.G.) who expressed himself pleased with the turn
out and smartness disph1ycd 
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nic victorious advances being made on our im
mediate fro111 fon:told a move forward , ami on the 10th 
October a warninf; orrlcr came that the Battalion was 
to be ready to mo,·e on short notice. Kext day a t noon 
the ordcr Cil!lH", and at J .Q p.m. the Battalion mov<..-d out 
with its (k-;tination Bq URLON". Thb village was 
reached at fi.O p.tn. after a trying march, o,~ing lo the 
t raffic on the roads and bad going, it being nr.ce:s,;ary to 
push the cydes the greater part of the way. 

On arrival billets Wfre found in this towri, which 
was very much damaged by shell fire, and next morning 
two Platoons of No. 1 Company were sent out lo Dh·isions 
in the line to act as Scouts, etc., Lieut . D. G. Cody going 
with his platoon to 4!tth Division and 2nd Lieul. \V, E . 
Ra ndall, D.C.M., to /)1st (Highland) Division. 

111at aftemoon the remainder of the Battalion was 
ordered fon,·ard to RAM I l,LlES, north of CAMBR.'\I, 
and a fler a particularly trying march, the cyck-,; having 
to b<: pushed all the way, :i.rrivcd :H 9.J -'> p.n1. , and after 
some difficuhy found billets: this village, having been 
the scene of heavy fighting two days c-arlicr, was in 
nuns. 

Next morning al 10.0 a.n1. order,; were rt:eeivcd to 
send om all a vailable fighting men to increase platoons 
w;th 49th and r, Jst Divisions to Company stfl"ngth 
This was done and Baltalion Headquarters and trans
port was left at RA MlLLI'ES 

Major Evans rt>turncd from duty in L.:nited Kingdom 
on the 14th i,Hi~nt, resumed command of tlie Baltalion. 

On the 16th October all personnel of Ko. J Com
pany were withdrawn from Didsion;;, leaving Ko. :! 
Coan1Jany {T. Capt. with 49th Division 
and >lo. 3 Comp~ny (Cctpt with 51st Divi.~ion. 

The;;c Companies contin11ed with abo\•e and other 
Division~ until the Armistice was signed on the !Ith 
Novemb(,r, 1918, and their doings a re r..cord('O 
separately. 
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.NARR.-\TIVE O F No. I COMPANY, 12/10/18.- t l/ ll/18 

At 130URLON 0 11 12/101"18, at 6 a.rl\., ord<·rs ,~ere 
rccei\"ed for lWO pla10<.>n:, to mo,·e om for attachment to 
Divis.ions upcratmg in o.dvo.nce on the Corp,,, froms. . 
. <\N;ordingly Lieut. D. G. with bis platoon, wl·11t 
t o 4901 Divi~ion, a11d 2nJ Ran<lall , wilh hi.., 
p latoon, tu !'i b t Divi~ion. Both Division;; w~'Tc at 
ESCAUDOEVRES iwar C,\ Mlm :.-\l. The road,; were 
particularly bad. an<l ,·ery congest ed with the trafJic 
necessary to an army, and ri<ling was im-
possible, the cycles having be pushed all the way- a 
hf"avy task with a full p al,k up. 

On arrival at Divisional lle:i.dquarters it was. found 
that Di,•i:,ion~ were t o NAVES, and tho,: two 
platoons moved to th,1t billetted 

Ne..:t day Lir.ut . 
n umer;; h<:t wl·<,,n l>ivbi,,n 
forward Brigade:.. 

Lieut. Randall"s platnon {will1 49th Divi,ion) wa~ 
similarly cng'd,'.;cd, ~bo tinding patrols along NA \11::S
VI LLERS lfoad. \ \'hil~t ro engagetl Lieut. Randall wo.3 

slightly wounded and r .. tunwd to Battalion Ircad
(} uartcrs at R,\MJU. IF.S, Scrgl. F. E. Brown, M.M., 
taking charge of tl,e platoon 

This platoon received ''special mention·' from the 
Brigadier 1-Hlh Infantry Brigade for its excellent 1,·ork 
This sort of work we11t u,a until the 17th October, when 
thf' two platoons were onkrcd back to rejoin their 
Company at Battalion where the Com-
pany remained in res.'n·e the October, wheu 
it was sent to T l-HANT to n-licve No. 3 Company, then 
attached to 51st Dir ision Brigade) 

On the :!!Ith, the over the 
51st Divisio11 frout and the Comp:rny was transfcrrrd 
to fom1n l>i1·ision 

On tlw 3thh and ~1st the Company supplied 
runners for Brigades, ~n,1 tlu· Oflk~f" ,md N.C.0.'s 
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made reconnaissances of the couutry forward in view of 
the continuation of the adv;,nceon the 1st November. 
The village of TH [ANT was well shelled by the enemy, 
but no casualties to our men resulted 

Early on the morning of the \st November the 
attack commenced with certain objectives , and our 
orders were that on those object ives gained we 
were to push out strong patrols the 
Corps Cavalry) and exploit the successes gained 

:!nd Lieut . Greville with No. 1 Platoon was attached 
to the 146th Infantry Brigade and moved forward at 
5.15 a.m. from THI ANT to FAMA RS, where cycles were 
left. as road~ were bad and shelling was heavy. This 

ilhchine Gun fire near 

r.I.M ., worked forward on the left of 14 ith Brigade 
near SAULTA lN , cng.:igcd three enemy field gun teams 
engaged in removing some light guns. 'll1e Lewis gun, 
worked by Lance Corporal Wharton and Private ill 
Mcill crking, shot the teams and forced the gunner; to 
take shelter and kept them there until the platoon had 
to withdraw, owing to our Infantry having withdrawn. 
When withdrawing Lieut . Southey saw an enemy counter 
attack coming, so he again got his gun into action, the 
N.C.O. and man (Wharton and illcMeeking) working the 
gun to such effect t hat the counterattack was s topped: 
\he party mai ntained their positions until dark and then 
withdrew to Brigade Headquarters, where the Brigadier 
met them and made Yery complimentary reference to ihe 
excellent work done by them 

:!nd Lieut. Southey was afterwards awarded the 
and the two gunners {Lance Corporal \\'harton 

and D. :'lld[ccking) theM.ilL. for their gallantry 
anddeYotion to duty, on the Brigadier's recommendation 

On the 2nd November the Company was attached to 
148th Infantry Brigade, but was not u;;cd . 
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On the 3rd the (\,mpany was ordered to report to 
)10:-ICHAUX to XXIL Corps Mounted hoops, and 
finally. a fkr mucl1 difficulty, owing to had roads, m,:idr 
FA)lARS. >lext moved on to SAULT.\I~ 

tinding a few runners 
was not us.:d. 

On the 6th mm·c<I lo SEBOURQUAUX And 
hillctted. On the ,'10, 1r1 0,-cd out in direction of ,\UT~ 

work, ,md the 

mi~ions. , \1:ten 
QUIAUX, the t·11t·rny the village, and a 5hd l 
burs-ting near by woundf'd Sngt. )l idg!ey so badly that 
lie subsequently rli('.(l 

On the 1011, installt H . D. McHugh. 11.C., 
rejoined the Co1npany, lx-f'n away i11 hospil.il 
for a brief p,·riod ,:;11ffr·ri11~ from gttS burns. 

The Company wl,s on that day ord..,rt-d to FA YT le 
FRA;>!C to report to j(Hh Division. by whom it w,ts 
employed in conlrnlling arni dirt'<oting traffic, and on 
various dutic,;. S11lJ•t>{\11c:ntly it was moved on to 
ATH IS where it remained until hostilities ccas,.,-d. 

On the 1:!th instant orders were r,:.,ccivc<l by the 
Company to rejoi11 lb., but owing to location 
being incorrectly give", it to H AR\'E ;'IGT, 
where the Corps Mounted Troops had their H ead· 
quarter5, and from there was directed t o AULKOIS, the 
location of t he Battalion 

NARRATIVE OF:l'o. 2 C0!1ll'1\:-JY, 12/JO/l8-l lfl l '18 

On the !:!th October, the Company, with the rest 
of the Ba ttalion, arriw<l a t RA:IHLLIES late at nigh~ 
from BOURLO'.'J. 011 the morning of the I.1th, un(kr 
command of T . Capl. E, J-1. B\omficld (who had "illl 
him Lieuts. lligh<'l and Knublcy, ~1.C.) the Compau_v 

I 
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marched out to l\VUY and reporte<l to 51st Division 
Billets were found, and next morning the Officer Com
manding was instructed to report to 152nd Infantry 
Brigade, who ordered a change of location to NAVES. 

On the 16th Captain A. H. Richards, who was 
wounded at MARFAUX in July, rejoined, and took over 
command of the Company. There being no ofiensive 
operations, the Company was employed with the D.A.C., 
51st Division, loading ammunition, and between whiles 
indulged in football, though the vil!age was under 
shellfire 

Meantime the 49th Division had taken over the 51st 
Division and the Company was transferred. On the 
19th, the .Jth Division relieved the 49th and again the 
Company transferred, and it was under orders of the 
4th Division that 2nd Lieut. Bowron's Platoon went 
to the !0th Brigade, and 2nd Lieut . J. F. Ewen's 
platoon to l Jth Brigade, who were at VTLLERS EN 
CAUCH!ES on the 19th instant 

n1ese two platoons were employed by the respective 
Brigades on patrol and reconnaissance duties in fro11t 
of the advancing infantry, and were constantly on the 
move forward 

On the 21st 2nd ·Lieut. Ewen's platoon moved to 
HASPRES, and from there made a reconnaissance of 
MONCHAUX village. In carrying out their mission 
2nd Lieut. Ewen was wounded. Ne,·crtheless the party 
carrie<l on and obtaine<l the required infonnation, 
Lance Corporal Hasting and Private Prendervil!e giving 
very good service in bringing their wounded officer baci;: 
overdifftcnlt ground 

On the 22nd 2nd Lieut. L. H. Browne and his 
platoon relieved 2nd Lieut. Ewen's men, who had had 
a very strenuous time. 2nd Lieut. Bowron·~ men had 
meantime been operating forward on S,\ULZOIR with 
success. 

On the 23rd the Company moved its Headquarters 
(with the Division) to ASVENES·LE·SEC. Captain 



NARRATIVE 01' No. 2 COMI'ANY 97 

Richards left the Company at this place, he having been 
granted a ''course'· in England in Staff duties, and 
Lieut. E. H. Blomfield again took over the Company. 

On tl1e 25th, 2nd Lieut . Browne moved up to 
SAULZO[R and from there made a very successful 
reconnaissance of the village of ARTRES and the sur
rounding country, ascertaining enemy dispositions and 
enabling our artillery to deal effectively with them. 
Nos. 5 and 6 Platoons (2nd Lieuts. Bowron and Ewen) 
moved to LA TRAVISE, and the Company Headquarters 
remained at ASVENES-LE-SEC. 

No further operations were undertaken until the 
!st November, when the Company moved to HASP RES, 
Nos. 4 and 5 Platoons being sent on ahead to recon
noitre ground near PREASEAU and towards CURGIES, 
but owing to strong enemy opposition this patrol did not 
accomplish its mission . Next day the advance con, 
tinued, and the Company Headquarters moved forward, 
the Platoons with Brigade continuing their work and 
in succession reconnoitring and occupying ARTRES 
and CURGIES with the Infantry. The going for cyclists 
over all this country proved very difficµlt owing to bad 
roads and the frequently met mine craters at road 
junctions. 

On the 7th the Company moved to ROlSLN and was 
engaged in operations with a Lincoln Regiment towards 
AUTREPPE which were quite successful. Lieut. 
Bowron was wounded in this advance. 

The Company, its mission finished, withdrew to 
ROISIN, and next day moved again to AUTREPPE, 
and on the 9th to AULNOIS. Patrols were sent on 
ahead to ascertain the position, and this village was 
found llnoccupied. The patrols received a great re
ception from civilians as each village was reached, 
particularly at BLAREGNIES 

On the 10th the Company moved on to QUEVY LE 
GRAND, at which village the 33rd Infantry Brigade 
(Brig.-Gen. Spring) had its Headquarters. 
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On the l lth November instructions were received 
from G.O.C. 189th Brigade that Armistice would start 
at 11.0 a.m., and that the Company was to proceed to 
GlVRY and form a right flank for 189th Brigade. 
This was done, and at 11.0 a.m., when the Great \Var 
fini shed, this Company was in battle posit ion in the 
front line, Outposts were established and maintained 
on the night of llth-12th November. On the morning 
of the 12th, orders were received to rejoin Battalion at 
AULNOIS 

NARRATIVE OF No. 3 COMPANY, 13/10 /18-ll /1,I /18 

On the 13th October the Company uj1der command 
of Captain G. L. Comer, moved from RAMILLIES to 
l\VUY, and reported toG.O.C. 51 st Division. Not being 
required, billets were secured for the night. Next day 
moved to NAVES. Lieut. M.C., took over 
command from Captain Comer, returned to 
Battalion Headquarters sick. 

The Company was not used except as working 
parties until the 18th, when patrols were sent fonvard to 

ASVENES LE SAC. 
On the 19th moved to l \VUY again, and at 5.0 p.m. 

a platoon was sent forward along the Valenciennes Road 
as scouts for the Brigade (153rd) which was advancing. 

On the 20th moved to PAVE de VALENCIENNES, 
one platoon being sent to each of Infantry Battalions 
in the line as Scouts. Their work merited a message of 
appreciation from the Brigadier, who was very pleased 
with the resource and dash displayed by the Scouts 

On the 21st the Company moved to DOUCHY, and 
at 8.30 a.m. three patrols were sent out in the direction 
of VALENCIENNES to locate enemy. The patrols 
were respectively under Lieut. Highet and Corporals 
I. \V. Weston, ,\I.Ill., and C. Gerrard, and all did good 
work, resulting in the Brigadier expressing himself very 
pleased with the reports. 



TUE HATIAL!Ol< fLAC. 

OPPICl/lf. ENTRY ll<To MONS, 15/11/18. 
N.Z. Cydi~ts in Lhe van. 
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On the 22nd on,-. platoon(Lieut . H. A. Hig-het)wa~-.c-nt 
to :,.!OVELLl:.S aud the remain<lo:rof the Companv 1110,·ed 
to ASVEN ES u,; SEC wh,..'rt' a brief rest wa,; vbt aint:d. 

On the 24th Lhc Company moved to t\'OVELLES 
(to 153rd Infantry llrigadf') and afterwardstoOOI;CHY 
again. 2nd Lieut. C. (. Southey. i\U,I.. report,..-<! with a 
platoon to 6th Argyle· ,n,d Suth(·rland Highla11den a t 
T HJA:,.!T for pat rol d uty but not being requin-<l 
re turned to the Company 

On the 28th ~o. I Co1npany, which was in rc.~erve a t 
RAMILU ES, moved in relif'f of No. 3 Company, which 
returned to RAMILLJES for a rest 

The Company remained with Battalion Head
quarters, moving on thtc 3rd November to 11.-\SPRES 
and from thnt> on to .-\RT RCS for attachmtnt to 33rd 
Infantry 13rib-a<!t. On the 4th November, movt:d on 
again to CliRGl ES viq PRESEAU. N<'Xl <lay 
on again to LE TRTJ1(,, where billet~ wen• &ecure<J 
with difficulty. The roads M ro11/t wer e simply 
awful, and progress was ,;low a nd diffic tdt owing largely 
to t he continual ;;\ream ul traffic 

On the morning o{ the 6th Novernb(!r the Infantry 
,continued their advance and our men were use<.l in $mall 
patrols ahead of tht after objective-s were 
gained, to a-;i..-cr ta in The BOIS de 
OANDOIS was 
our own d ispositions, as as those of the entemy, 
marked and report...d to Brigadier. who sent for the 
Company Commamkr and thanked h im for the dear and 
useful reports 

On t he 'itl1 1110,·Nl to l~O[SJK, and next day lo 
vicinity of 
to locate enemy who w~s at CUGNIES and 
engaged, the Infantry (9th South Staffs) thcu advanced 
and relieved our patrol$. 

On the 9th the V,,,np~11y moved to AULNOIS, and 
being the first troop,- i11 tl1is village received a sre;,t 
reception from 11,c inhabitants 

J 
l 
I 
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On the 10th moved on to QUEVY LE GRAND 
and patrols were sent out in direction of TH Y and S. 
of HA RVENGT to ascertain positions of enemy and 
gain possession of ground in that vicinity. This 
was accomplished '"ery litt le opposition, and on 
Infantry arriv ing our patrols returned to QUEVY LE
GRAND 

Next morning, the 11th, news was received at l0.0 
a.m. hat hostilities wea, to cease at I 1.0 a .m . and that 
the Company was transferred from 11th DiYision to 63rd 
(R.N.) Division 

TheG.O.C. 33rd Brigade (I Ith Division) sent to the 
Company Commander (T. Capt. H . C. Knubley, M.C.) 
a letter of appreciation of the consistent good services-
given all ranks. 

day the Company rejoined the Battalion at 
AULNO JS 

Battalion Headquarters 0remained at RAMILLlES 
and carried on its adminis trative duties to Companies 
from there un ti l the 3rd November, whm orders to move 
forward were received. The destinat ion was I-I ASPRES 
wh ich was reached by noon. No. 2 Company was in 
that village and they with No. 3 were sent on to A RT RES 
that afternoon. 

The Battalion Headquarters only stayed the nigh t 
in HASP IHiS and next morning marched out with 
QUE RENAING for destination . Arrived at I 1.0 a.m 
and there received orders from J I th Division whom 

as the vi llage was very badly damaged and there was 
hardly a sound house left. However, with our custom
ary luck, we managed to get fairly good quarters 

The roads from H.\ SPRES were in bad order- the 
enemy did not his roads in nearly as good order 
as we did-and traffic was tn,mendous-!orries, 
wagons. gun~. cars, etc., and madt> a continuou~ st r<.'am 
for the whole of the way from II ASP RES 
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The inhabitants of V~kncicnnes. wi~hing to mark 
the occasion of l h,· release of the town from Genmm 
domination, i11vited the Army Comrn::111der to rc<.:dve 
a u address in company with representat ives of all troops 
concernl'd in the <'.a pturc . . \ ccordingly , on the 8Lh 
November. n.,pr,·oent atiYes of the Annv assembkd at 
t he G rand Place and an ad<lrr$s was pre;ented to Sir H. 
H orne. H.R.1-f. t he Prince of \Vales was present. This 
unit was repr= nted by onr officer an<l tweh-e other 
r anks 

At PR ESEAU l::fattalion Headquar krs remainctl 
for several days and on tlw !Jlh November moved on to 
ROISl ;'I', where it for t he night, trekking 
further forward to next day, where good 
-quarters were sf'currd, and il was in t hi~ villa~c that we 
were when th,;ncw:; ,,r t he ,\nni~ticc being signed reached 

The d:w following all lhe three Comp:m i6 which 
had been out wi t!J l);"i~ion~ rejuincd, and were aconu
modated in a larg<'- unfinished factory. 

At 11.0 o'dock'on t he 11 th NoV(::mber, l!'.118, wl,cn 
hostilitic-:, wcrc till~p,: 11d,,d, t.hl' Battalion wa,, di$lributed 
asfo\lows :- · 

Battalio11 ffradquarters at AULNOIS attad1<..-d 
1 1th Di,·ision. 

No. I Company (Captain H. D. McHngh. ,',1.C.) at 
.\TH IS aliach.-d f>Gth Division 

;\lo. 2 Company {T Blomf1eld, .\1.C.) at 
G IRVY attach ed (R.;\l.) Division 

Ko. 3 Company (T. Capt. Knubley, ,_1.C.) at QUE VY 
L E GR.\ KD a tlaclw-d llth Division. 

The (011»> o<,:c·upk <l a !rout <>xt cnding from 1,alf-n
mile \\'. of EST IN'.'ilE :I ll .MO};T northwards to a point 
about a mile north of VILLERS-S,\ INT-CH l(' LAIN, 
and this l111c form..d the outpost line at the Armist ice 
hour 
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The n.;,ws ol the signing of tl,c Am,i5ti re and cess.a
lion of hostiliti,,-; was r,-cei\·ed witl! great jov hy all 
rankc;. The thou{;,l,t that our object aheJ fightin;; for 
over four years, had been gain 00, and our enemy, 
the enemy of all civilization, liad been forcc<l to hie; 
kn~, gav;- a s.,nse of great rdid to II~ all, and the joy 
of ea;cry soldier and t!w inhabitants of the village was 
manife~lcd J,y cheni11g. flag nn1-,ie, .-tc 
J\UJ. NOlS Village hailed our men as saviour~ hc-
caus.e our ;llo. 3 Compauy W;6 the lir.;t of the Briti~h 
tr(l()ps to enter in p1m;uit of the flyiu1,: en,:my a !cw 
day~ carfaT, and our boys got a great reception. 

The opcrntions of the v;,riou:; CrnnpaJ1ie,, of tltc

Battalion throughout the advances from L\)1BRAI to 
.\1O.\'S during the period I0tl, Octnbcr to 11 th November 
were carrk,d out under unfavourabk con<litiom, of 
weather aml roads , long hours and marche», indifforent 
billets, often short rations, l>ut the unfaihng energy and 
resource of all ranks, characttristi c of our army, pre
vailed, and never once was a job, howe\"H diflk ult a1_1d 
trying, left undone or half tlo11c. Each s11CCe5.5h·,; 
Divisional or Brigade General we were under \and we 
served 5 Di,;sions <luring thf: advance) expressl.-<l him
self very ple.!St'.<l with the troo~. To the N.C.O.'s. 
and men concerned ;n the supply of rations a special 
mention is due-thei r work entailed long journeys at 
all hours over bad road~, frequently sJ,ellOO, and their 
devo t ion to their duty camed for them the hearty thauks 
of all ranks 

As a reward for the work done the followini; decor,1. 
tions were awarded:-

MIL!T.HIY C11oss: 

Li.-ut. H . A. Highct 
Lkut G. D. Cody 
2nd Liem C. (;. Sonthey, JU,!. 
2nd L.ieut L H. Brnwne 
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BAR TO :\iTL!TARY }!EDA!.. 

Scrgt. F. l\. Sutht rland. M.M 
Corp!. S. C. Forrester, l>Ul 
Private H. Gallagher, M.M 

M11..1TARY MEJMI.. 

Lancef»rpl. J. \Vharlo11 
Private D. T. McME'€king 
Sergealll L. F Lees 
Sergeant W. G. Brow", D.C.}[. 
Sergeam C. E. H. Dass 
Corporal C. D . .Matth,:ws 
Sergt>anl C. E . Hounscll 
Corporn.l G. McGregor 



CHAPTER XX. 

THE ARMISTICE. 

The Corps Commander (Lieut. General Sir Alex
ander J. Godley, K.C.B., K.C.,\I.G.), issued a special 
order appreciat ive of the work done by the Corps, of 
which the follow ing is a copy :-

SPECIAL ORDER. 

by 

Lieut.Gen. Sir A. J. GODLEY, K.C.B., K.C.M.G. 

Commanding XX 11. Corps. 

I desire on the concluson of the Armistice with the 
enemy to-day to thank all ranks of the Corps for the 
gallantry and devotion to duty which they have dis
played, and t o express my admiration of their conduct. 
The manner in which the troops after the great exertion 
of the previous years and the desperate defensive battles 
of this spring, responded to the cal! for a renewed offensive, 
has no equal in history. 

I am full y sensible to the strain imposed on Units, 
often depleted in numbers by the maintenance of the 
constant pressure which has fmally worn out the_ enemy's 
power of resistance. 

It was not superiority in numbers but SUp;'riority 
in dogged determination and courage which, in spite of 
the physical obstacle of successi,·e river Jines, and in 
spite of the difficulties created by the enemy and the 
hardships imposed by bad weather, broke down the 
enemy's defence. 

Commanders and Staffs, R.A.F., Coips Mounted 
Troops, Artillery, Engineers, Infantry, Machine Gunners, 
Labour Units, Transport, R.A.M.C., Ordnance Services 
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and VHt·rinary &:rvices haw worked \oyitlly together to
want tlie same end, and T congratulate them on th,~r 
share in the victory of which thf'y may 11.ll justly be 
proud 

(Sgd.) A.LEX. J. GODLEY, 

Lieut.-G.-neral 

Conmrnnding XXII. Corps. 
Headquarters, 

XXII. Corps, llth No\'embcr. 1918. 

Tbe concentrntion of the Bati11.lion at AUL)IOJS 
was r.omplde by ew·.ning of 12th and all 
rank;; settled down for a rc5t and refitting. 13th 
November 8 officers and 100 other rank~ went to M0:-.1S 
and tlu:rc took part in lhf' official entry by t he Anny 
Commandrr. Gc11cnl Sir H. Horne, into the city. which· 
WM, a fine show, some 10,000 troops !aking part 

Training, pri1H.:ipally of 11 recreational narnre. 11·as 
carricd on for remainder of the nionlh 

On 29th, intimatirn, wa~ received that the ,\ustralian 
J)f'r,;01111el of the Corp,; .\lounted Troops was leaving tile 
Corp-:; to JOin the Ausualian and Lieut.-Colon.-1 
S. G. ilindhaugh, D.S.O., who <;Qmrnanded for the 
past two yc-,irs, vbikd tl,c Tiattalion to ~ay farewell. A 
parade was held and the Colonel niad<c some very corn· 
plin_1cntary remarks and expressed his regret at the 
severance of his connection with the >lew Zealan<I 
persorn1d 

5;,,.-c the Armistice was signed various nnnours had 
been circulating regarding our incl.,sion in the Armies 
of Occupation in Gem>any, and opinions were divided to 
whether we would go or not. Howcvu, on :30th Novem
ber, doubts were set at rest by orders being received 
that the Battalion would move tu BAUDOUR about 
JG miles in a northerly dircctiOll :ind b jl]ct there for t he 
winter. 

'I 
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Accordingly we packed up and arriving at 
midday. The billetting party had us fmc 
accommodation- Nos. 1 and 3 Companies in a fine large 
chateau, and No. 2 in the Gendarmerie, Headquarters 
being accommodated in houses. Here the Unit soon 
made itself comfortable, and fmding the inhabitants 
kind and hospitable, all ranks soon had friends. The 
war being over, military training was not carried out to 
much extent, only sufficient to keep everybody fit. 
Sports Committe€s were form ed and arrangements for 
education under our Padre, L. A. Knight, and 2nd 
Lieut. C. C. Southey, J\I.C., M.M .. ll"ere made, and their 
classes were well attended. Football (our National 
winter game) was played frequently. Teams from each 
Company and Headquarters played a tournament 
which was eventually won by Battalion Headquartt~ 
Team. Several outside matches were arranged with 

156 Baltery, R.F.A 

South African Heavy Artillery 

New Zealand Railway Engineers 

and others, with varying results 

The Corps Rugby Oiampionship was fought out 
bet ween our team and 0.M .R. combined, and the 
S.A. H.A. at Mons: the South Africans won, but were 
given agoodgoforit. (5 to3) 

A rifle range was built and Rifle and Revolver 
Matches Wtore held 

The O.M. R. Squadron was with us all this time, and 
with this Unit formed the XX[!. Corps Mounted T roops 
under command of Lieut .·Colone! C. Hellier Evans, 
D.5.0. Captain H. D. ~lcl-!ugb. M.C., was promoted 
to Field rank as 2nd in command of the Battalion, and 
Lieuts. C. G. Johnson (Q. M.), A. C. P. Hay and D. G. 
Cody were promoted to Captain 

Up to the end of No\"ember the M.0. of Corps 
Mounted Troops attended our lll edical wants. On 
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departur<" of ,\ti~tralian \)(.:rsonnel, Captain F. lkwsbury 
Penfold, N.Z.M.C., w;i~ attached to the lhttalion and 
O.~I. R. as M.-dka\ Othcer 

At end <.>f Da:embn all the oft\cers and men of 19U 
and 1!>15 classes werf' ,w11 t t o Engl:l.nd for d,•mohilization 
and from this l:11it une ofticn (2nd Lient. l). H. £yans) 
a nd 23 other ranks were ~f'nt 

I 

'I 

Leave to U.K .. anrl in France and B,·lgium :\ 
wa;; liberal, anrl ad, a11 tage o! the pri,·il,;-gc ; 
t hO'Se going to U.K . w.-n· mostly retained for ,k,nobiliza
uon 

The historic field of Watnloo was within easy di~
tance and lorry excur-;ion~ were arranged, as WCH" trips 
to Brussels, Lille ;ind ot her towns 

Concert:;, dances and cinnna entertainments ,w,re 
held in the "Salon rl' l-fa rmonic'' at frequent interv;i.l~ 
The Ballalion l'i<.:rrot ~ tiuder 2nd Lieut. W. E. l<;rnrlall, 
D.C.)t.. provided se\·eral cmwerts. The 
Pierrol Troup,- Nn~i~k<l Randall . con-
ductor, Corpl. I'. K Bo:i.gey, pianisl , Corpl. C D 
Matthews. Privates C. Wright, J. D. Donaldso11. B. J. 
O'Connell, J. fonn..JI and\. R. Foster 

The c,.,s.,,ation of hostili ties in Nol'eml)(:r, l!'.118, 
brought permis,ion from G.H.Q. for the nse of cameras 
again. these having been prohibited during the war . 
and so it bccamcpussihlrtoindulgein this mild form of 
amusement, but t he opportunity of securing ["{'ally in
t cre5ting photos of war scenes was gone, and only t ho;;e 
scenes of a more or less period were obtain-
a ble; still those with an that way u';("([ up 
quite a lot of film~, and som1, useful snaps resulted 

Thewintn~J>eflt :n BAU DOUR was a very cold one 
and snow fell fn,qu,;ntly, ~nd for weeks everything was 
under a mantle of ~11ow. O ur quar ters. howe,·\·r, were 
comfortable, fuel was p .. Htifol , and so no great incon
venience was exi:wri .. nC<;d 

Early in Janunry our Corps Commander. Lieut. 
General Sir A. J. Godley, K.C.B., K.C.M,G .. who l,as 
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always taken an interest in his cyclists, visited us and 
presented the decorations awarded to its officers and 
other ranks during the six months the 
Armistice. The Battalion was paraded front the 
Chateau and the General presented each in t urn with a 
ribbon of the de<:oration, making a splendid speech 1,t 
the conclus1on. 



8.HTALION PlltRl!OT T~Ol/~~-

TH£ CHATIIAU BAUOOUII 

Our Last Billet in· B~lgium 





CHAPTER XXJ. 

OUR DEPARTURE FIWM FRANCE 

Afl.t-r spending ow:r three monlhs at BAUl)(JUN 
ordcP.. were re<:eiv<....:I. that the l ,'nit would shortly Jean.
for U.IC preparatory for embarkation to Kew Zealand 
for <lcmobfo:ation, and on 18th March, t he cycles, 
wagons and all regimental stores having been previously 
movM into Mons and tl,e Unit bade good-bye 
to BAUDOUR and mov<..-<I motor lorries to Mon;;, 
an<l from t here entrained ROUEN, from whence 
after a brief s lay it cro,sed to England and there et:ascrl 
to e_xist as a Unit, each officer and man bting<lrafted to 

his Dcn1obilisation Group. 
Major H . D. McIIu,gh, M.C., C. Johnson, 

t he; Q.M. and 20 othn~ rvrnained to guard the 
stort":l 11ntil same could be rniled tn Calais and be handc<I 
ow•r to the Ordnance Dfpartm<:nt. This was not done 
for al)()ut six week~ owi11g to the congestion on the 
French and Belgian lines 

Before the Batl:ilion left Bdgium the Corps Com· 
tnandcr St-nt to our C.O. :-

.. Jn view of the 
t o place on 

record my high appreciation of good service done 
~inre the formation of the Battalion in J uly. J!)It; , to 

the ~igning of t he Anuistke. 
" Your Battalion ha,; had a mo,st varied experience 

and few Unit5 in the B.E.F. bavc r.,ndered valuable
service in so many different direction~ or in conjunction 
with so many different formations 

"Its work has indude<l tnffi<.: w ntrol, the felling of 
tre.:s, cable burying, r epairing of trt,l\l"hes, the holclins 
as I nfantry of Se<::tiot1~ (>i the frout line, the reco1111ai;,s
,rnce of front area~ aud the participation in ofknsil"es 
as advanced moun\ ,-<"l troops 
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" The work of burying cables 6, 7, and 8 feet deep, 
running up to the front line in shell-swept areas, and 
rno-.;t of it done by night, proYed as valuable and success
ful as it was arduous and dangerous. Latterly the 
Battalion became so experienced and expert in this work 
that 

line both as Infantry and Mounted Troops. Of these 
I desire to specially mention the Battle of Messines, the 
filling of the gap near VEERSTRATr at a heavy cost in 
casualties, and the holding off of the enemy for four 
days in April, l(lJ8, during the critical periOO of the 
big enemy offensive; the capture of MARFAUX in 
the offensive of the Fifth rrench in July, 1918, 
and the excellent patrol and reconnaissance 
work in the second Battle of the SOMME, and finally 
in our final advance from Arras to Mons. 

" 1 congratulate you on being selected as the only 
British Unit to receive a fanion from General Berthelot. 

" [f Cyclists are included in the post war Anny of 
New Zealand, the traditions of your good service cannot 
fail to permanently stimulate both their efficiency and 
espnlde corps . 

. , I ask you with confidence to continue until dis
charged in New Zealand to do your share in maintaining 
the high reputation for soldierly qualities held by the 
N.Z E.F. 

"My gratitude for your services, and my best wishes 
for your future happiness and prosperit y, will follow 
you to New Zealand. 

'\\'ill you please bring the contents of this letter to 
noticeofranksnnderyourcommand 

(Sgd.) "ALEX. J. GODLEY, 
Lleut. -General 

Commanding N.Z. Expeditionary Forces. 

6th March, 1919."' 



PARADE l'OR DEMOBILIZATION, FEB¥. 1919. 





OUR DEP.\RTURE FR01t FRANCY, 

Such an appr<."l;i;,tion as the foregoing cannot but 
make everyon,: who sen·ed in the Unit ft.:d proud, and 
its receipt 1,3\'C th-e gr.,a(Mt ~atisfaction to e\·ervonc, 
particularly those who had lx•cn Cyclists since the U11it'~ 
£ormad on 

In ad<lilio11 tu the letter our GCncral visited and 
inspected thc Unit at )Ions Station lx:fore it 
entrained, and in a brid address all ranks for 
the very credilahl<'" ,1·ork dome during the pa5t thrl',(! 
years 

The cadre, consisting of a selected party from the 
Otago Mounted Kiles and another from the Cyclists, 
under :ltajor H. D. McHugh, M.C., received orders on the 
+th May lo load the Unit's equipment on railway trucks 
at )lons and proceed to Calais, wlwre it was to be handed 
over . 

We left ~Ion~ on )lay Nh. and three <i:<y's 
journey brought 11s to Co.Jnis, whtre the <oquiJ)ment was 
handed 01·er to the Ordnanct Department and the 
necessary n-ceipts oht.Ain .... '<1. The party left France for 
England on the 10th oi May, and on arrival in London 
were given the usual 11 days· leave, after which they 
were absorbed into the Demobilisation Units at our bases, 
Sling and Codlord. 



CHAPTER XX IJ 

PRESENTATCON Ol' FANION, EPERNA Y. 

It will be remembered that the Battalion was in 
July and August, 1918, with the Corps in the Champagne 
District, where it gained considerable glory for its work 
whilst associated with the Fifth French Army under 
General A. Berthelot 

The Maire and Municipality of the the town of 
E PERNA \' (Department of the Marne) wishing t o 
signalise the victory of the Second Battle of the Marne 
which, by turning the enemy back when within a few 
kilometers of the town saved Epernay and adjoining 
towns from devastation from the enemy, presented 
through General Berthelot to our Corps and several of 
the l·reuch units who were in action at that time, fanions 
or banners to commemorate the victory. Our Corps 
Commander nominated our Battalion to receive the 
honour, his ,;election being made from all the British 
Battalions engaged. 

This was a very high compliment to us. and gave 
thegreatestsatisfactiontoa\l 

The presentation of t he fanion was fixed to take 
place at Eper n::i.y on the 20th July, 19!9. the anniversary 
of the opening of the Second Battle of the Marne, and 
the C.O. was invited by the Maire to visit Epernay with 
a delegation to receive the presentation 

As the Unit was disbanded and most of the officers 
and rnen had already left for New Zealand, it was not 
easy to secure a party, Eventually, after one post
ponement, a small party consisting of three officers and 
nine other ranks left London for Epernay, 1,i.:i Paris, 
arriving there adayorsobefore the eventful day, which 
was fixed for Sunday, :!7th J uly, JOJO 
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The town, the l1<;rne of the ch~nipi1g:ne manufacu or<.>, 
was~fete fortheoceasion, and representatives of ten 
Fr.-och Uni ts and one !talion Unit, which had 11!-;o 
participated in the op,·ralions of the S1·rond Battl<.> of 
the Marne, were prcf;o;.:11t to receive fanions al.Jotted to 
t hem. 

Our Unit was representtd by:-

1.icut. Col. C. !Iellier En1ns, D.S.O. 
Captain 
Captain 
R S.M. 
Q.:\I.S 
Sergeant 
Scri;cant 
Corporal 
Private 
Pri,·ate 
l'rh·ate 
Private 

T . H . Dickinson, Adjutant 
C. G. J ohnson. Quartermaster 
A. Turner 
E. F. Sisney 
raskcr 

Paget 
T. Taylor 
P(:ln[xnon 
~fay 
\Viukie 
Storm 

whilst Captain G. L. Comer, Lie:ut. N. P. Branson. and 
Lieut . C. C. Southey, ~LC., ~l.~f., 11·..,rc with the parties 
asvi<.itors. 

The ceremonies startNI on the Saturday night by 
a torchlight Procession and military tattoo by the 31th 
French Infantry Regiment. On Sunday morning t he 
lengthy programme started by the reception of J\I . :-lail. 
Munster or J ustice and General A. Berthelot. who 
arrived rom Paris. -n ,c ~lain: was visitf'd and welcom
ing spef'chcs were made, t hen followed the l'isit to the 
military r<'mctery. The principctl evcm. the presenta
tion or the £anion, took place in the S,1uare a t JI a.m. 
befor,. a lari:;:c crowd, the recipients forming a hollow 
squarrinfrontnfadiasercctc:dfor thepurpo,;e. Several 
sp,•tc<:h..s wtrc m:ide by Dignitaries and a t their con
clusion the )lairc t,f Epcrnay presente<l the bannrrs : 
our Unit was first, and ~s Captain l)kkinron s tepped 
forward to receive it. t h<' dH'o:rs of the ;io;scmbled 
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multitude testified to the popularity of our troops 3.Jld 
the town's gratitude to us for our sha1e in freeing it 
fromthedangeroftheenemy. Theot herpresentations 
followed, first the Italian Delegation and then the ten 
French Units, all of which were accorded hearty applause. 
More followed , and then the troops marched 

our party leading the procession 
Dignataries, with all the visiting 

officers then adjourned to the Maire, where a splended 
lunch was provided, and some very congratulatory 
speeches were made: the Maire's refcren~ to our ,\nny 
was most cordially recein'<l 

The next day (Monday) the group was photographed 
and afterwards left for Paris where the night was spent, 
the journey to England vrn Bou!ogne being continued 
next day 

Whilst at Epernay facilities were given us by the 
French Authorities to visit the scenes of our Battle at 
Marfaux. over a year previous. All the party visite<l 
the battlefield, and those who had been in the scrap 
found satisfaction in living again the stirring times. 
The graves of those who fell weie 1·isited also. 

M. Le Comte de Chandon-Moet, the principal 
of the great tirm or champagne makers ('Mod and 
Chandon) was particularly kind to us. He entertained 
the officers at his house and did all he could to make our 
stay enjoyable. The N.C.O. ·s and men were the guests 
of the French Red Cross, and were very well looked 
after 

Everyone of the party thoroughly enjoyed the trip-
it formed a very fine break in the monotony of li fe, and 
all carry with them the most cordial recollections of the 
kindness and hospitality of our Gallant French Allies 

The !anion has been greatly admired by al! who 
have seen it, and many congratulations ha\·e been re· 
cei\·ed by the Unit on being the only N.Z. Unit to have 
such a high honour conferred on it 



A C...P-ru,un, G!!RMAN CYCU . 





PRESENT-\TJQ)I OF F.\NION, EPER1'.A\· l I5 

So ends the history of the Cyclists' part in the Great 
War which the close attention of all British 
subjensduring 11)11 to !!)18. 

The majoritv members have returned to New 
Z.:aland, a few taking their discharges in England, and 
settling in other parts of the world 

Of our Battalion 5!) of our lads have been left 
behind on the Glorious Battlefields of France where they 
fell. The inspir:i.tion by the deeds of these brave 
lads did not eud their lives, but is passed ou to 
build up the sonl of our Empire, and furthenuore we lay, 
as it were, a wreath upon their graves. 

We take this opportunity of congratulating the 
majority of our lads on their safe return to the Home
land, and may they prosper. 

With undaunted spirit they went forth to give all 
they had to give. and we crown them with laurel for 
their efforts in the Great Cause of the Empire 

It is sure to sav that our lads ha,·e gained materially 
bytheirWarexpe;ience,besidesreceivinganeducation 
generally from tile peopk-s on the other side of the world, 
and all ;,re proud to ha'"e formed a part in that Great 
.-\rmy which rid the world of a Prussian menace. 
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NEW Zl::1\ l.1\;,,JD CYCLIST BArfALlO~ 

STATISTICS. 

STREt<."GT!! 

Other 
Offie,;,r~ Ranks rota! 

r hc original Cyclist 
Comyany 

Rcinforci,mcnts 
•211 2 17 

J(i -Hi) 49) 

708 

' Tl'l, of the <lri,riuo! tompany " "''~ S\\Sbeq,.,.n:ly commi,,,,on~. 

The ab<>w• figures do not include 6 Office,~ <1nd '200 
other 1anks, t\ 11~tralian ['cnionncl, with 2nd Anzac 
Cyclist Battalion from Zl/i.ll G to t61Ifl8. 

Othn 
Killed in action, N.Z. Officers Ranks T otal 

Personnel only . •I f.>5 59 
Wounded. • 252 :'511 

01'1!ty-011c of t he•e were wounded nio,e thtmnnct, 

l l/111]6 

81U.ETS 

Duriug '<<:rvicc in Frnnc,• and lklgiurn fmm IS 7 JG 
to IS/31 ! 9, equalling :J y~~r~ am! 1:1; months. the l "nit 
oc-c11p1cd P.2 tlifkr~n( Bilkl- rrnd Bivouacs. 

Thr~ of these absorbed 11 month~ of lhf, P<'nod. 
thcn•fore for tht> 1,al~nct ot the time tho, Unit mvwd ib 
location on -111 average «bout one<' a w<'1'k 



GRAVB OF OUR ADJO'TANT 
Captain C. A. Dickeson. M.C. at Ahttle. 
PrivateDickeson,brothertotheabove 

inrearofcross. 

OUR FIRST CASUALTY. 

Grave ola~~~ ~r~n?.,';.". Barres. 
0J<ijQPOURLASTCASUALTIES 

Grave of Pvte. R.D.Walker.atSaultain. 





:\PPENDIX 

ROLL OF HOKOUR of Ofi,ccrs. N.C.O.'s an<l Men killed in action or 
c!i e<l of wounds. 

!(1;16 J f. S te,·en 17/!l/ 17 
21 /2128 C .. ~. Dickeion. M.C .2+1/4/18 

3~.HO 
10747 
IUSW 

l0i% 
!077~ 

2nd Lieut. D. C. Griffith 
~11,! Lieut. ~I. Rowland 
Cp l. !)<esBaTTes 

:~:::::: ;_ P. :;;;:e 
Pri,·ate A . L. M. O\lff 
Private -· Cavin'< 

D. J. Shewr )' 
C. B~rwick 
<. L. Anstey 
.\I. A. Pankhurst 
A. P. Kay 
A. Stokes 
P.M1l<lie 

{~.\~~r,ke 

W. Burrow, 
V. E. Hodson 
W. E. J. Browne 
A. W. Hunter 

1,1111111 
lfl/4 /18 
!7/4/18 
[j /4/Jll 
18/4/18 
l~/1/1~ 
23/4/! ll 

Kcmm+'I (Mount) 
Kemmcl 1~1ount] 

~1 emmcl (Mount) 
Kemm~l 1ito\lnl) 
Kemme! (Mou nt) 
Kemme) (\iouu tl 
Halleh:nt Corner. 

Vicrstraat 
T . ('_ Hod~son ~3/411ll Kemme] (~lount) 

0. Fisher 
-\ . Gold \'ierstraat 

J.O.We!sh lh,llt)~t~;;•cr. 

D. lllnlcahy 

~7/4/lfi l!all~):!~/;;;~cr. 

27/4/ 18./ Hall~~!t~;r'· 
2!1 /4/18 Hall\~~~i;~r;'.~r. 
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45181 
1077~ 
10807 
1os 1n 
5%54 
!0851 
13/3 129 
10j3] 
!OOH 

28';11 
18891 

25/456 

10928 
I027f.3 

16214 
10/4008 
28211 

461,04 
103W 

SerJ!ean t 
Private 

~~:~:~; 
L/Sergt 

t::~ 

h ivate 
Privat e 

Private 

L/Corpl. 
Private 
Private 

Private 
S..rgcant 
Privat e 

DATE OF 

CA.~\!A.LTY 

H. G1lchriot, ~!.~! fl/.~/18 
L. L. ~lartin 5/7/18 

~-- t\~~atwin ~~m:: 
0 . R. Fo11lt.ls 23 /7/18 
G. Grindrod 23 /7/ J/l, 
H.J. Johnson 23/7/ 18 
,\ , R. K loth 23 /j/18 
H. J- Lindsay 23/7/18 
H. Matthews, M .M. 2,1/7/18 
A J. :'lkLaughlin 23/7/18 
A. R McLeod 23/7/18 

L. ,\ . Ne,••'J'an 
L. A. Newman 

1: ~-- ~;,:::i, 

23/7 /13 
2~ /7/ 18 
23 /7/ !S 
23 /7/ lft 
23/ 7/ 18 
2:l/7/IS 

R. IL Turner 23/7/1/l, 
F . A. A. Simmiss 24 / 7/ 18 
F. Hannam 29/7/1/l, 
R. A. Foote 4/8/ 18/ 
J. T . Thacker 30 /8/ 18 
ll, H. Read 27/9/ J /l,/ 
J- F. Spear 1/11 /1~/ 
K D. Walker 1/1 1/18 
ll.L.:'lli<!,o:ley,M.M.7/Jl/18 
J.F.Jlar,ton 10/11 /lS 

Vier,; traa t 
Kemme! (Mo unt) 
Marfaux 
i'llarfaux 

i\larfaux 
Marfaux 

Ma r/aux 
Mar/aux 
Mar/aux 

S.:rhourquiaux 
Que,·v Le Grand 
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H O N"Ot iR S L IST 

OhUng11Jshed Service ONler. 

10711 Lt. Col. C. Hellier E n.ns J un~, l l)li M,,,,.in~s 

Bar tn Mll!ta.ry Cross. 

25/4 ~lajor H. D. McHu~h, ~LC.June, 1!119 

~ltltary Cross. 

Cambrai, Mons 
.'\clvanu , 1918 

25/4 Capt. 1:1 . D . McHtoi-;h June . !''Ii M'-""Sin"" 
(Ko wMajor) 

24{"21:?i! Lieut . '4 A. Dicke;;,.,n & pt./\)Gt . . 11!17 l'a ~ct>Cnda le 
(,\./Capt .) (KillOOina.ction) 

~!i:r~ ~;:::,t. 8: ~~-~!:~c:!~X t 23rd July. ! Ul 8 Marfaux, s .w. of 
107!!:l 2/Ll<;ut. I-". I.. Bowro:u Sept .. 1918 Somme 

2SGl7 Lit'~t . 0 . G. Cod,· Oct./"10,·, l!)l8 Cambrni ~Ion• 
2~4!18 Lieut . H. A. H igh~t l 
IOOlS 2{1.ie ut. C. C. Sonthey Adva,,ce 
10724 2/1.i~ut. L. 1-l. Browne 

Olsttnt11lshK Cond~cl Med~I. 

248H C.S.:\l. <,. 8 . fuk~r. M.M. Z3r<.I J uly, HHS ~far faux 
12/32~ Pri,.atc W . G . Cavenctt &pt., 11,18 Somme 

Bar t o M!lltary Medal. 

C.S.M. H. H . S ly , :\UL June. 1\)J7 Ploo,!(steest 
10941 SfS,,.t . H. ~I. C.·m, J.1.~I. Sept., 1918 Somme 
23/ 1206 Sgt. F . A.Suther!a.ud,M.M. Sept ., LOIS Somme 
12700 Cpl. S. C. Forrest er, M.M. Sept., IOI~ S(,n,,n,-

Pri, ·ate H . Gallagl,er,~l.M, S..p t .. 1n1s 

The MU11ary Medal. 

Serit . A.H. Coe J une, rn1; 
(now 2/ l.t.) 

10 89\/ rrivatt' H. J. mn_~ham June, 1917 
3/1722 1-'rivate F. J. Sha~ June. 1917 
1300:! C.S.M. R. IL Sh • June, 1n1; 
10758 Cpl H . Delio.troy Junr. 1917 
24844 C.S.M. G. B. R&ker. n .c .~1. Oct., 1111; 
10918 S.:rgt. C. C. South~y Oct . , l~L7 

{now 2/L t.) 

~lessin,:,,i 
Mc.,.,ne, 
l'loegst= t 
l'a'ISCh.::ndale 
l"Jssch~11<ble 
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The Military Medal. 

16165 7./Scr,:t. W. L N. &>nd 
10/l'lOO Cpl. W. H. Whiting 
!0813 Sergt. H. Gilchrist 

!Since died ot wound~) 
28128 Private H. Ga\l ,it;her 
3MM Prh•ate M. C. Ga.118.l(her 
6/600 Private C. McLean 

~~~~~ ':!:i::1;e ~- t~.1;.~ 
10/322 Private A. A. Cl~ 
10731 Sergi. F. C . .\l:ltthe ws 

1Sincekill«J inaction) 
12700 Cpl. S.C.Forrester 
10944 Sergt. H. M. Carr 
10730 Pri,·ate C. Brown 
1092/i C.S.IH . N. H. Thomas 
10784 Scl'J;'t . H. E. Coats 

i 

April, 1918 
April, 1018 

Mont KeinineU 
Mont Kernmell 

) April/May, 1918 \"ierstraat 

I 

I 

~!~\~0 ~:~:~e r ~: s~~:~.:1;nd I· 23rd July, HIIS ~farfanx 

3/1381 Private :\ . J. Byron· I 
14840 Private ,\. McCullagh 

l0768 Sci-JI!, F. F: . Brown 
24946 Cpl. I. W. Woston f 
~:~~ :;:.le ~: ~;~:w Sept ., 1918 Somme 

10:!70 Sergt. _H. L. Midgley 
(Since died of wounds)) 

10932 L/Cpl. J. Warton 

l0875 l'rivate D. J. McMeeking l 
I08a2 S<,rgt. T. F. Lees 

12/31169 ~rgt. W. G. Browo,D.C.M. Oct.,/Nov., 1918 Carnbrai-MoM 
101(111 Sergi. C, E. H. Daa ~ Ad vance 
226:12 Cpl. I'. D, Matthews 
21686 S,ergt. G. E. Hounsell 
10873 Cpl. G. McGrego r 

iOHl 
10001 
10787 

Meritorious Service Medal. 

SgnlSgt C. B. }!orton Oct,, !OJ Passchendale, 

°'"'ration 

O~rat,ons \\"~t~rn 
Front 
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Fort!Cn Oecor&tlons (Frencb), 

Chvtll3r de I& Legion O'Honneur. 

Uet. Col.C. Jldh,:,r c:,·aM, D.S.O. July, l OIS ~larlaux 

La Meda111e Mmtaire. 

RANK 

1074:i KS.M. A . Turn~r 
9/1466 Private A. )klutosh 

c.s .. ,1. 
Cpl H urley 

J n ly, l(ll~ 

l l!/161'1~ Serl(t. W Jan>idon Ji, ly, 1~1 ~ Marlanx 
14S44 Private C. D. )kLa,-.,n 

La Croix De G~ure (Belgian), 

101126 C.S.M. N. H. Thnmas, )UI 
10807 L/~ri:t. G . R. Foulds Oct . 1~!7 

(S,nce k,llc<I in :,,:t;on) 

Chevalier Crown of Roumanla (Roumanlan), 

l.ic nt. T . II. Ok kinson :~J/ JZ/ 1>< Opcmtion< \\ e<ttem 
Front f L !Ca pU 

l.br lo ~I.C, 
~1.('. 

B;,r 10,1.1'1. 
bl.)!. 

!llentl~ns !n Despatches, 

GoodServlce Cerl!Hoate,,, 

Lc~ion ,!'l!onneur 
Me.!;1illc ~1ili Laire 
('ro.• c!e Ge urr~ .. 
Belg\an -C'rox d~ C 11~1T<' 

~ Roumanlan. -Crown ot . ., 

I 

1 



122 °KEW 2£AL-\.)-ID CYCLIST CORPS 

N"omiual Roll ol O.iginal P~r,oond of Kew 7..caland Cyclist 
Corps who embarked from N~w Zeafand on Mh May, Hl16 



1078 1 l'riva.t ~ 
107.'l ~ P ri ,•a.tc 

Corporal 
Pri,·a.u, 

1Ui 9~ Private 
JOi\l9 PTi,·ate 

!OSOi 

Du nc"'"· RI) 
Eden , 

10808 Fra.scr,11 
Fuller, A. E. 

S. C 

D \\' deru>k'll Died of Wo11 11d ~ 
DSrlenotcs DicdofSickm·AA 
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10827 
10~~8 
10820 

L.-Cotpora\ 
Priv"-'-" 
PrivM•' 
Private 

l'riv,.te 
Priva,te 
Private 

l0i28 Se rgeant 
!0839 Private 

Hansen, G. 
Harth', C. J. 
Harris, R. E. 

C. N. 
F 

H,·nderson, T. \V. 
,lvitnev.S. S 

w 
w 

0 Wdcnot~., !)icJol \Voun,!5 
!) S denotes Died ol Sickn~s• 



IOlS.~.; Prfrat,:, 
l•i~:;? Priva.te 
1,1731 Sc-r~'-"lnt 

l'rivat<" 
1n; 3; Provntc 
1011511 Pri,·nt e 
J06S\I Pm•,He 
JOS<JO P1fra1<: 

l"KH6 
!VKG7 

!Oi!G,': 

10809 
Jl)3jl) Privatc 
ll'lil~f> Print~ 
llJil'iO Pri,·at,. 
10!1/J PriV'll<" 
JO~;:? Pri,·atc 
1on:i Pm·nt,. 
tOSi~ l'm·n tc 
I08i 5 Pri,·,,w 
108ii Privnk 

Priva!<' 
10;3<, Seq:ca11! 
108/~ J>ri,-,,te 

'°"'~ LO~H 

1088.J 
tO~HI> Pri,·at<' 

Privat,, 
l fll'.~S 

1ns~o Pri,·a•e 
H•ilflO Pr,vat~ 
108\ll 

Al'PE:SDIX 

~::s·/t 
)!ntthews, H. 
~larks. A. C. 
Alorriso11. 1\. 
Mackeniie, A. 

~lan11 . " '· 

,\lay. A. 
~I ears. 

w 

Mercier. L. St. V 
)kredith. R . C. 
) lilnc, T. l' 

Mullin• , J. F 
Murrar . E . H 

G . B. 

Mom. l•. 
\kA,d,ffr. T. J 
Mc(ar, n, P 

McDon~nll, J. M 
McGregor.(;. 
~lcLaughlin, 
~1c11~cking, 0 . 
~1c l.ean. \\', L 
,\lcEvov. W. T 

Kt a.l.T.,\. 
1'11tta.ll , W . "\JcL 
Orn,~. A. J 
Pal mc-r. F. 1l 

" w 

2'\\' 

"' 

\\ " ,!rnot"" Wo11nrl~d I) \\' <lrn<>t~, D,c<I ol Wound~ 
2 W d,mot,... T" ·,,·~ \\"um•<lr-<I D fj d,•not<·, Die,\ ol S1ekn,·• • 

!(,knot._... l(1llc-<l iu Arlio" 
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10 1193 Private 
IOS91 Pr;vate 
1089-i l'riw,te 
1')$96 Prival~ 
10:,1\17 Pri, ·ate 
1089~ 
H/$99 Priva te 
IOHUI Private 
1000:1 Prh·al<"" 
IO!l'll Pri,·ate 
10905 

P rivate 
Jbi"f,O L.-Corporal 
10\!0II l'rivnt~ 
IOOO!l 
J0(1]0 P rivate 
t(l(II I Pri vat~ 
J(l9J'.!' Private 
JO!>l.1 Pr ivate 
Jl9J-1 Privat e 
10915 P riva.ts! 
1091('; Private 
1001; Pr;v a t,: 
IOflll! Private 
10919 Pri,•ate 
10!12() Priv"t" 

Hvn , R. 
Sutherhnd, ,v 
Scott, J. 0. 
Scott, R. G 
Shaw, J.E. 
Shearu. J 
Shewry. J. F.. 
Sdv~~te , . A. II 
Sm11h. G. H. 
Smith, H. 
Sm ith. H. A. 
Smith. R. A. 
Sou they. C. C. 
~pratt. F. C. 
Stevcns, F. 
St..wart. F. H. 

1092~ Stirling, J 
10923 Sntherlan<l, A. 
!OH S Corporal 

l'rivalc 
10925 Pci--ate 
l{lll'.!'6 Private 
10[1-!1 
IOU2~ 

I0946 
10929 l'r il·ale 
I Q.(;"15 .!'r i,·"to, 
1!1931 J',,;v"-1<" 
10932 Priv!l.lc 

Thomp,;on, J. 
fourell. J. M 

T 1>rner, R. II, 
Withers, K 
Walk,.r. H.J. 
Wel• !J , J. 0 . 
W~st . I. C . 
Wharton, J. 

w 
K 

K 
w 



,\i'PlDiDlX l'.!7 

10933 Private 
10931 Pri,•at,. 

1093f. l'riva1c 
10937 f'r,vat• 
lfl\13$ Privat" 
1041 t Private 
JO-H3 P ri,·atc 
1~47 Pri,·,tt<" 

Nominal Roll oi Offie<0rs a.n<l other ranks joining the :-~w 
Zeabnd C,Tlist Corp• as re•inforcements from 21•1 
July, l\ll H, to llth November, 1918- Armisticc Day. 

25{4 Captain cl.lcHugh. H. D. 
9{139!.' 2IH1 Lie\lknant J{ichards, .4., H. 
6f4,>7S · d c~u,~nant Canlen. R. L 

24:2121, 2nd Li;:,ut.>Mnt n ,ckcnson, Cl A. 
2,w11 ~nd Lirnl<'na,,, Cod r . 0 . C. 

Zn,! Lieutc,u,11\ Griffith. D. C. 
22 13S 2u<I Li.,ut~nan~ 11,~ht t. II .. 4. 

•l.' IOOA 2nd Lkut(:n:m t Bloomfield. E. JI. 
12;128 2nd 1.,cutcnant Cr,;ville. R. M 
1858:1 2,ul L,,-,11,-nant Rnnd,•11. W. C:. 

2616UI 2nd Llrnkmrnt Yorke. W. H. 
i0/31!lil 2nd U c11tcuant \\'vlie, L. T 
32540 2nd Li<eutenant 
f>/583 t ml Lirnknant 

12/817 
5/231)11. !.'nd Lienh•oant 
24839 Pd vat" 

~4808 Pri,·3t~ 
10'173 r'ri,•al<' 
l0i21l Pri,·at~ 
~~1!51 Pt-iva1c 

c~im, 
Ell;sou , T. !l. 

l'on;.,·tl,, w. 

"' 
"' w 
K 

"' K 

"' 
W ,l~nolrl \\'om"l"I D \\" deno1e1 Di«! of \\·ound• 

~ \\" d~notc"' 'J".,,N Woum!,·,1 !) S denot._.. Died of Stckn..ss 
Kdtootc< Wll«1 ul Action 
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l30L8 
24832 

26308 
H928 

!03~1 
16()(17 Priv.~te 

""'" 24$33 
IS03l 
24~37 
1600:l 
24\U6 
J26HO 
23899 

26295 

nH1 

16149 
!7~76 

Private 
Priv"tc 

22594 Prirnte 
26243 
0/874 
22596 
27Jf.O 
! ~4ff5 
10440 
1.1r,u 
16166 Pri,·a te 
17881 
21667 Private 

27 lfl~ 
)7887 

Priv~te 

C,!kes, G 

Guv, A, L 

Harris, C. B 
Hayes, W. A 
Howel l. T. R 

Hughes, A. J. 
Mackinson, A. E 

P'iilhps, C .H. 
Rossbottom, R R. 

Stokes, A 

Shaw, J. \\' 
Thorburn, S. 
\Vebbo-r, G. T. 
\Vebst~r. W. 

W alker , E. L. 
\Veston , !. W 

While, A. V 
Thomas, L. G 
McLach lan, G. P 
Ober~.]. A 
I\Oj<g-, C:. H. 
Johson, W. B 
Vause,,\. G. V. 
,\le~ander, J 
Barton Brow n, H. C. 
Bicknell. D. W 

Bowler, G. W. 
Burch. B. I. 
Burrow$, \V 

Bond, W. l>l 

Cheshire, \V. G 
Clark, R. 
Clark,A.F. 
Orucf, A 
Onnnc tt, J 
Davis, \V 

Fngnson, T. S 
Garlick, C. 

K 
2 W 

W denote, Wounded D W denote!< Died of Wounds 
2 W d~notes T"ice Wounded D S denotes Died of Sickness 

K denotes Killed m Action 



2716$ Privat,:, 
J6J6,& Prwa«-
J7SfJ4 Private 
221i9il Private 
2·1920 Private 
20312 Pr,vat-, 

13532 Priva«-
13533 Pri,s, te 
4/1641 Prival~ 
21622 
t,/003 Pri,•ate 
16107 
:! [ r,_ij4 

26~16 
I 1/22~6 
16170 Private 

25/1207 Privaie 
424% Privat,, 
21123(1 Pri,·ate 

10/3302 Private 
W~ Li Private 
~ll)::;..a Private 
i!/212S Priva\., 

10/IUU l'r,vate 
5/~9 PTviat., 
37S25 Private 
170')() Private 
11070 
3/ 187~ Private 

12/2469 Private 
l0/1700 
12/1652 

248.H 
23\IHI Private 
Hiii/iO Privab> 
5616~ Priva.te 

l0/3169 
2fi700 Privat~ 

24/ 1341 Private 
12/356\l L.·Corporal 

APPE1'DIX 

Grigg, N. C. W 
l·fanlen, \V 

129 

Martiu, L. L. l)W 
Maxton. C. W. W 
l'>owton, J. W 
l'ew:rson , H.P. G. 
Sly, L . W, 
5or<'nScn, W W 
Sp.-ar, J. F. 2WDW 
Twip:er, T. W 
Victor, W 
Wawman. E 
Green . .\l , J. 
fahcrwood, F 
n~illr. H. n. w 
S!oewry, n. J. D W 
Kinx. F, T, L. 
Fernencl~z, R. A. 
AntU1\0Vich . l..\1, 
Bryce, W. 
Bate, J. 
llnh\ma11. J. 
Cate, H. C. 
Da<i,1,•00,.I, W, J. I! 

Foster, -~- G. 
lle witt, IL£. 
Hodson, V. E. 
King, E. F. 
Mndic, P. OW 
Mercer. J.C. W 
Owen, T, E. 
Simons, R. B. 
Whiting, W, H. 
Harding, H. C. 
Burd, J.M. 
Stemson, Merritt, J. 
Thompscn, W. B, 
Hughes, A. J. 
Anna.n, W, (;_ F 
Ada.m•. P. 
1:Uyde.J.1°', 
Bmwu, W. C. 

W denot~s Wound"'! D W denote! Died ol Wound~ 
~ W denotes Twice WounJcd D S denotes Oic'<l of S,tkn.,.. 

Kdenoteo Klllo<ll.LlACUOn 
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2i438 Private 
28958 
20825 

25/00 
!2972 

H/732 
45085 

24/1971\ 

Privat~ 
Privatr> 

t4/J677 Pri,·at~ 
8/2\ll l 
!l/1682 

25/17:J.! 
10;18 Private 

10/2629 
23/1()(16 Pi-ivak 

34067 Private 
2183 1 

1:~4/1~1 
12/Hl82 
25/710 
:1185~ 
r,110~n 

10/29\H 
H/ 1923 

~~~::5 
20186 

2:~1~~ 
31724 

24/659 
1$072 
29071 
29193 

23/1206 
23/1 478 
10/3H5 
10/)\)84 

Privat~ 
Private 
Corporal 
Cocporal 
Pr,vate 
Privo.te 

&atty, B 
Bcnnett,E 
Brott, A 
Rutler, J. 
r.cst, H. r 
Crnplev. H. 
Chappell, C. E 
Cou~hlm, J 
Darby, E. G 
Dabinett, G 
Ede, A. J 
Fitzgerald.I< 
Forrester.J 
Galla~llcr. 0. 
Gillispie, J. 
Haig, W. 

Hannam. F. 
Hardwick, W, R 
Harwy, I·\. C. 
Hawke, A. J. 
Holden, A. E. 
Hooper, J. W. 
Jamieson. \V 
i{enyon, H 
J{il sby,S.V, 
Kirk, J. G 
!.ark1n, IL A. 
Mann, J. 
McGregor, W. 
Mathews , A. F 
Maxwell, 11. 
Moroney, ~1. P. 
ORnurke, D. J. 
Philip, E. H. 
Perry, L 
Pitke t hley, N, 
lla<ldiffc, C. £. 
Ronntr<'~, II. B. 
Sut herlan<!, F. A 
Sp,1ngcr. G. C. 
Springer,!!.\\'. 
Simmons, \V. C. 



26/1 7 14 Private 
13/30 7~ 

Pnvat 
12/4/;2 Private 

l ti~~I) 

~II,'~ IO 
~/372~ 
2221/~ 

~:;::~:: ::;:::~~ 
2·1/ !Sti! 
12 /4!88 
12{2HI 

~~~'.1~~ 

.-\PPENDIX 

Sau,s, J. 
s,n~. A 
Southwood. J.B. 
S tonnell. M, H 
Sab;nc. T . .-\, 
Spicer.L. W. 
Str0<k, W. E. 

\\'ii"", 

T. J. B 

J 

Ycrner, J . E. 
Youn~. L. L 
Ada,ns, \\'. I< 

Chri.stian,S.Jl 
Curtis,,; , A. 

Hewitt. J• 

Johnson.H. 
McLa ren, C. o· 
Monie, H. f,l. 
Ped~rson. N . C. \\ 
Heid. I'.\\'. 
Ti ttcton. C 
West, A 

Wilhams. 1-1 
Williams, J. ll 
McIntosh. A. 
Oickcson. C. G 

f.larnc,,., I. S. r. 
Ucnnctt. I!. A 

l hris!ens.::n. II. H 

Clarke, 
Claydon. 
Clement.s, 
Clo;c, A 
Edwards, S 
Fj;lwr, 0 

131 

w 
w 

O\\'<leuot,-. Di,edof Wounds 
DS,!,•notc. Died of Sickness 
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IO!li8 Priva t ~ 
13·140 Pr ivato 
2~131 Private 
12:,.12 !'riv:,.k 

~;}il775 Pr,valc 
l!t6:J2 rrivat•· 

1:1/$30 

2~/20-13 
1/\/1(/ Coq,orJI 
141,.&() 1-'nvalc 

2 1/00S 

•liO!Ji 
>li420u 

~ti/ Hl09 
G/3.'137 
:!02 \iJ 

23/-!:,117 1-'rivak 
8/3'•72 Corporal 
l :!(112 Privafe 
13120 

lH42 Private 
133A2 Privat.c 
14 021 

J0\118 
216,IG 

IO(U1 
G/600 
0/4128 
2 N {,0 

6/3192 
23f l 80,'; 

Pr ivat~ 

~ri~:;~·.J 

Privat,• 
Priv"lC 
Private 
Priva.te 

10/1401 l ' rivato 
10/33 10 Privafr 
13/610 Privalo 

188\18 l'rivat~ 
2/ 13\IA Priv"t,, 
tl/5i0 l'riva, c 
4M04 Privat<; 

Gerard, C. 
Hayos. A. t;. 
ll11cklc. I! 
1.;:c,,11cJy. J. T, 
Lc,·et . <.:. ·r. 
Ma':th~ws. C. I!. 

Pahi, l l. 
P olter, W 
Prcbb\c, H. F. 
s~al, H 
Shand. W. L. 
Sla nght,,r, l(. J 
Sl» c~, I). 
Smith, -~- Jc. 
Stanley. G. A. 
Watts. T 
Wilaon. n . N. A 
ll"rw~II, A. £ 
0'1$~. C. J'.. H. 

C. F.. 
r. w. 

A. J. 

Prc bbk, F. W. 

2\V 

" 

\\' dc110~ Wo,.mbl l) \I' tl~notcs Died of Wom><I~ 
2 W •knot~ 'lwic,i \\"o,,n,hl r, S dtn ott:S D i._.d of S.ck nC"" 

l{denolct l\ilk<l ,n Actiun 



36%1\ 
~5/ 1121\ 
13/21-Hi 

1464!'.I 

25/456 
8/:!04! 

17/3 10 
1481a Private 

APPENDIX 

J 
Brown, W. E J 
DciLf)',J, 
Donaldso11, E. 
Ellcnhergcr, II 
l'ish~r, J. I! 

Galla~her, H 
Gallagher, M. {;, 
Gold, A 
llenry, A.\\'. 
Larsen,,\. 
Newman, L .. \. 
Perry, A. J 
l'orter,J. 
Pritchard. J. A 
Sardent,W. E 

Private Schroe<.ler, .~ 

HG% 
26/lna Pri,·ate 

20581 

"25/102~ 
10/4008 

10406 
7/2176 
15826 

11 /14 14 
3/)381 
31\718 
28113 
3/340! 
~1366 

24/j03 
1/506 
1/1519 

1~,20~~ 
3!1647 
534[, ~ 
45181 

Private 
Pnvate 
Private 

~:::!"'ral 
Private 
Private 

Private 
Private 

;~~:::!"'ral 

Sirmniss, F. A. !l. 
Sleath, A. A. 
Storm, L. C 
Stretton.L 
Tallkc, H 
l'aylor, R. 
Spillane, G. J, D, 
Thacker, J. 
Thourn:nc, L. S. 
\\'a\t,,, V. A 
Wills,S.F. 
Curtis,R.ll. 
Arown, J. A 

llyron, A. J. W 
Clark. G. I., 

Donal<,lson, J. D. 
Francis, RS. R 
Gib.on, F. ~I 
T\emslcy, E. 
Walker, T. W. 
\\'right,,\ 
Price,,\ 
,\dams,(; 
,\shy, J. W. 
Baker, F 

133 

w 
DW 

\\' denote.> \\'oun<kd D \\' Jcnotcs Died of \\'ounM 
2 \\ denot"5Twicc \\'01.:nd e,J DS<lenotes Dic,l o/Sickn""s 

Kdenote5 Kille,;! in Action 
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5715 1 

3837\l 
~6r. 1 I 

Private 
Private 
L.-Corpora l 

4!1 J!l7 !'ri,·ate 
l!\()~6 Pr i,·atc 

&x>th, E. L 
Bon,k, C. A. 
Bain, J- J. 
Barrett, L. J 
Bri,:htwc\l, F 
llinnc,·, T. L 
Brown, F. F. 
Coll insoi,, A. J 
Coleman, C. C 
Clark, J. A 
Coleman, R. J 
Duggan. J. A 
Ocan, C. J 
011nnil\, A. V 
Ashby, W. T 
Davidson, C. A. L. 
flou~la.0 • G. A 
Eggin ton. N. A. 
Edgar, W . C. 
Fredcnck,S.F 
Glen n, A 
GaileT, A. E. 
Green, W.T. 

Harlwick, G. ~- E 
ltun,..,ick, C. E 
f!oatten . F.A.P 
H cnde.son,J.A 
Hampson, W.T. 
H~reton. J.E. 
Hadden, G 
lluhhaTrl . C 

H 

P.J. 
McKio lay, J . B. 
\foCutchcon, A. J 

w 

"' 
W <knot,-,, Wo,n1d,~l D W denotes Die,! of Wounds 

~ W denote• T wice \\"o,on<bl I) S denotes Died of Sicknc~s 
K denot"" Kille.I ;" Ac tion 



Pri,·ate 
33054 Private 
H31fl Private 

Private 

·,~!132 Pr"·at~ 
3\!~4/1 

313\18 

G/278!i 

5535\! 
81:1257 Private 

IMJI 
10342 

APPENDT:,; 

McLeod. A. R. 
McGora,n. E. R. 
~lcKenzie. K. C. 

McDowal l, <; 

Ormand. \V. A 
O"Con ndl. B. J. 
O~ih·ic.G. E. 
Patter. J. I' . 
Qu3rrie . F. 
Roll~. H. 
lh•a n. T 

\Vhitc.1..G. 
\\"in. 0 . W 
Beal. A. T . 
FcrR•••oo1,J.A. 
Harrison . D. E. 
Meachem. IV 
Smith. E. H 
Bc~ovich. S. 
Bevan.J 
Ilolton . I'.G. 
Bro•nahan. P. J 
Cookc.G. W 
Ooidge.O. J. 
Egan. P. C. 
Foote.R.A 
Hagan. C 

135 

\\" denotes Wonn<l ed Ull'denotc.<Diedof ll'ound.• 
2 W denotes Twi~e \\"oun,!ed OS <!enot< .. 1)1ed of Sickness 

K denok• Killed 111 Action 
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36664 
34430 
2761S 
3H45 
101S4 

l~~~~:g 
16707 
5/36t. 
1221l 
!0200 

Private 
Private 

Private 
Private 

5/1.72 Priv,.le 
23/ 1554 Private 
I0/2S63 
6/277 
33S2! 
2S0~8 Private 

12/324 Private 
12/329 Private 

2SO!IG 
12/217fo 

"""' 10/2574 
12/3629 
l0/32:;4 
12/)0/i:j 
12/4176 
ll/1317 
10/3802 
2~/1(152 
12/2321 
10/34$ 
J0 /4463 
33370 

10/3613 
17/3112 

~~~,:~6 

Private 
Private 

Priva.te 
L.-Corporal 

;~:!':::' 
Privat~ 
Private 
Private 

Hurst, S. 
Gifford, R. H. 
Oliver,W. R. 
Park, J. G 
Rega.n, R. J 
Shepher<l,J. 
Smith, J. G 
\Vatkin,on, H 
Woodham, S. 
\Voollev, 0. S. 
Moore, L. G. 
Stock, L. N 
Laws, C. a. 
Appe,ley, L. P. 
lla.rwiek, H. 
Bennett, R. G 
Blair. J. \V 
Boocock, A. ~

Brady. F. D. 
Cantwell, H. II 
Cavenett, W. G. 
Cha.ndler, P.H. 
Chapman, G. 
Cochrane, W. 
Cook, R. W. 
Dale, J. I.. 
Egan, G , 
Elvin,.., 0. L 
Fagan, J. A. 
Furl>er, P. 
Gee, R 
Hall, H. C. 
Hnll , J. £. 
Hastin/(s , W. C . 
Holt, J. W. 
H unter, A. W. 

lrwin . H. 
Johnson , M, 
Johnson, ~ 
Jones, A. E. 
Jones, N. L, 
Lewis, A. E. 

IV denoteS Wounded D W <lenotc• Died of Wonnds 
~ IV denote• Twice Wounded D S deno tes D i...:J of Siekne•• 

K denotes Killed ,n Acti01, 



APPE1'DIX 

ll /2U2 Lumsden, J, S 
J0 /3639 Mrut!a.nd, J.M. 

12no Metcalfe, H. H 
Private M,lls, H. 

;;;~::oral ~::~i::~· ,:.· W 

Pri,·ate Prul<!ison, H. 
Private Quarr· e, F. 

29.-.1:1 Corporal 
l~/241,6 Pr;nte 

ll077 Private 
tr.6111 

12/3847 Private 
)4;1)2 

2345\1 

6J,150l Private 
33601 L. -CoTfJ(l<a.l 
!012~ Private 
8/824 L.-Corpora.l 
29875 Private 
i,/33t4 Private 
2794[, 
220~2 Corporal 
9/1485 Pri,·ate 
li/Hr.7 
!03ll 
3(l;"A)8 Private 

P,ivatc 

Private 
Prtvate 
Private 
Private 
Private 

35142 Private 
~~5\R 

Raby, G. S . 
Rattnw, S. 
Ridlin~, M. L. 
Shaw. W. F. 
Ske lley , A. L. 
Smith, P. J. 
faylor, J. F. 
Thomas. C.H. 
Thompson, G. 
Tole, l-1. 
Vokl. P. N. 
Warden, H. L. 
White. H 
Capon, W. J. 
Catle y, G, 
Currie. W. G 
Fa.ulkner,J 
Hutchinson. W. G. 
Lyndon. E. A. 
O'Connell, S. R. 
Pea rSOn, L. R, 
Rowlands, L. E. 
Shaw, J. 
Oliver, A. M. 

Banl<s, G. 
Finla:,:,S 
Prenden·ille, M 
At><Jallah, H 
B:>.lks, J. 
Raine•. H. O. 
/la.\;er, C. A. 
Bridgeman, N. 
Brool<es . H. G. 
m,rton, E. J. 
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W deno= Wounded D W denotes Ded ot Wound• 
2 W denotes Twice Wom>ded D $ denote,iDied of S,cknes,, 

K denott& KillO!d in Action 
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:16850 Pnvatc Rutlet, G. A. 
18 1')9 Pr,v.\te Connell, T . D. 
2Ml•I Priv.~t<, Cook, H 
7/ 1006 L.-CMJ>Oral n,wid~<m, J. H 
3 1236 f>rivate Deat h,:,;_ G . ... 

Private L)~11ha m, G . 
DorM.uf, ,\. J 

:1~3-12 Priva1.e D unwoodie. J- !... 
21079 Private E lliott, R. E 

30Mi7 
11833 
'.!6861 
9/ 1895 
34397 
11896 

25/72{, 
26/&98 
10/2608 
20-405 

10/ 360~ 
2$2\ l 
'.?4420 
40640 

Priv"-le 

L.-Corporal 
Private 

Private 
1...-Corpo,-al 
Priv"-tc 
P rivate 
Provare 

Corpo ral 
Private 
&rllf'M t 
Privat e 
Pri,·a te 

Private 
Prjvale 
f:orporal 
Private 
l'rivat,. 

Corporal 
Private 
P riv;,t;, 

1\fa.y , A. 
).fontgomcry. F.. 
A!or~an, F . L. 
}l cKay,,\. J . 
Mc \Vhitter, C. W .. . 
Ogle , M. 
Pa.get. G. E. 
Read. R . H . K. 
llci<I . R. C. 
Sharp. N 
Smith, A 
Spen cer. W. C. 
Stemp. H . L. 
Stua rt, W. C. 
"l a in~, R . V, 

Tanner,L. J. 
rhornp,on, r,:_ D. 

Thorpe, J. J-1 
Tworn~y, H . J. 
\\'a rr~n, S. 
W a lker. J. ,\I. 
WatS-OJ.1, J. 
We\•h, J. A, 
Wemyss, C. R 
Willis.rn~, W. E. 

W denotcS Wom,de<t n W dto otes Dt .. d of Wounds 
2 W denotes Twice Wo~ndc..:I OS denotes Die<! of Sickncst 

K d eooteS l{illed in Action 



3tJk1l l'r"·at, 
2;'.;tlJl 

M:1:tfl Pr1vat.-
2i;;~1,; 1',ivate 

IO/H~1 !'nvate 
:i/ 1122 Pnv~te 

Wink1(,, j. 
Wyli~, f . J. A 
Bri11:llt, A. J. 
Jon~s, A. f. 
WaJk.-r, R. T. 
oiharp~, F. J, 
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W <lenotc,i Wo.,n<l«<l n W d~note• n ... ,i of Wound, 
2 \\' d.-note,i Twice Wo,io,k<l 1>,; d~note., Oi,'U o/ Sickn= 

Kdeno,.,., Killl'din \ctior, 
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